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December 2019
SCWG Holiday Meeting

Saturday, December 21 at 1:00 pm 
at Garrett’s Run Condo Clubhouse
7900 Greenboro Drive
West Melbourne, FL 32901

SCWG is providing
holiday dinner.

Bring your appetite!!
🎄 🎅

December Guest Speaker:
Author Marion Coste

Marion has a very timely topic, “How to Write a
Christmas Novel.” In her writing career, she has
authored seven children's books and has edited
many others. Marion says, "I am fascinated by the
world of nature and love to learn about animals and
their habits — and habitats. I invite you to look
around my website to find out about me and my
books, to read some interesting information about
Hawaiian natural history, and get some tips about a
simple and rewarding activity I think is SO important
— reading aloud to children!

“I’ve lived my entire life near the ocean. My
favorite childhood memories are of the beach in
Asbury Park, New Jersey. My first job -- at age 14 --
was selling salt water taffy on the boardwalk.

“My family always had lots of books around, and I have always loved to write. When I was in fourth grade,
I had a short weekly column in my local newspaper. I was editor of my high school newspaper, The
Megaphone, and my college newsletter, ConnCensus. My major at Connecticut College (in New London, CT)
was Government, and while I was a student, I met my husband Bill at a Coast Guard Academy dance. We were
married just before my senior year, and by the time I was 27, I had four children: two boys and two girls.”

Feel free to visit Marion’s website at http://www.marioncoste.com/.

http://www.marioncoste.com/


December 2019https://scwg.org/

the

BULLETIN

December seems to be the month of our largest celebrations. Although Easter is the most

important feast day on the Christian calendar, Chanukah and Christmas are the two biggies in December,

followed by Kwanzaa and, the most recent addition, Festivus.

Taken from www.holidayinsights.com

Chanukah begins December 22, this year. Also

known as the Festival of Lights, Chanukah celebrates

victory from Greek religious persecution. The Jewish

victory was led by the Maccabees in the year 167

B.C. Upon returning to the temple to rededicate it

and relight the Menorah, the Maccabees found only

one small flask of oil, enough to light the Menorah

for just one day. However, the flask of oil lasted

eight days. Hence the celebration lasts eight days.

This is also why it is called the Festival of Lights.

Chanukah is a happy and joyous festivity. There is no 

fasting, no eulogies, and no sacrifice. Small gifts are 

given to family and friends each of the eight days of 

Chanukah.

Ah! Christmas, the biggest holiday of the

year. Christmas has both a strong religious and

traditional meaning. It has a certain feel, all to

itself, that you usually do not feel at any other

time of the year. It creates within us, a sense of

kindness and concern for fellow man. At no

other time are we more generous and giving. It

creates a sense of family and belonging.

Everyone comes home for the Christmas 

holiday. It is a time of family and giving. It truly 

is a time that comes but once a year. Christmas 

is celebrated in most countries around the world!

And so, we invite you to ride along. Join us in 

celebration of the magic, the wonder and the 

spirit of this holiday season.

http://www.holidayinsights.com/
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Taken from www.holidayinsights.com

Boxing Day, December 26, is not celebrated on

a large scale in the United States. There are several

stories of the genesis of this holiday, but the most

popular story traces its roots back to the Middle

Ages. On this day, members of the merchant class

would take boxes, fill them with food and fruits, and

give them to servants, tradespeople and the less

fortunate. In the case of servants, they would work

on Christmas Day, so it was only fitting that

immediately after Christmas, they would be given a

day off to celebrate.

Today, the giving of boxes includes filling

boxes with food and clothing for the needy and

performing volunteer work. Monetary gifts to charity

are also common.

Kwanzaa is an African-American holiday

celebrating history, culture, family, and community. It

was started in California in 1966 by scholar-activist Dr.

Maulana Karenga. Kwanzaa is now celebrated all over

the world, but primarily in the U.S., Africa, and the

Caribbean. Focusing on values, culture, and history,

Kwanzaa encourages people to learn more about their

roots and to focus upon their values.

Last but not least, Festivus came into being

as the direct result of a Jerry Seinfeld television

show episode, first aired on December 18, 1997.

The holiday was promoted by Kramer. (Who

else!?) The Festivus holiday was created by

Seinfeld show scriptwriter Daniel O'Keefe.

There isn't a Festivus Tree. Rather, an

unadorned aluminum pole is the symbol of

Festivus. The Festivus holiday is celebrated with

a dinner. Meatloaf is the suggested main course.

Dinner is followed by a "Feats of Strength".

Another popular Festivus tradition is an

“Airing of Grievances,” where you can tell

someone how disappointed you are over what

they did or didn't do during the past year.

http://www.holidayinsights.com/
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Her latest venture is a series of two new 
children’s books, The Adventures of Percy the 
Siberian Cat and No More Bullying. Terri has also 
authored three novels The Dorm, Chasing Her 
Destiny and Work Hard Play Hard.

Loving life in Florida, visit her at  
www.terrifriedlander.com.

New!
The Adventures of Percy The Siberian Cat –

Percy Visits Alaska is the second children’s
book in this five-part series. This heart-warming
and educational story is “purrfect” for early
readers ages 6 to 10. Percy Visits Alaska
continues the love story between a child and
her first pet as they set off on an escapade north
to the arctic tundra to learn about ways to
protect the wildlife and the planet.

Children and parents will delight in the
exploits of this independent, adventure-seeking
cat with a mind of his own. Heidi has been
reading her favorite books to Percy every day,
and as he has gotten bigger, so has his
vocabulary. He also loves watching classic
movies when he’s home alone. In book 2,
Percy’s voice emerges with brainy words as he
‘boldly goes where no cat has gone before.’

Percy has grown to be a real smarty-cat.

On their Alaskan adventure, Heidi
teaches Percy the importance of conservation
and caring for the environment. Fearless Percy
escapes to explore nature while in search of his
favorite treat, salmon. Young readers are
introduced to the majestic whales, seals, bears,
glaciers and sled dogs in the Land of the
Midnight Sun. The lessons about protecting the
planet will resonate with children and motivate
them to become lifelong readers.

Terri Friedlander, a
native New Yorker, has
held several notable job
titles including writer,
college professor, teacher,
freelance journalist, and
MIS Director of a global
law firm. She created an
original column that
appears in print in Florida
Today and online about
education in today’s world
entitled In Front of the
Classroom.
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Guild member Betty Whitaker Jackson recently
published four new books, making a total of 23
published since 2012 when she retired from teaching.

Apple Tree Lane and its sequel At Home on Apple
Tree Lane, her NaNoWriMo book-in-a-month
submission from November, are set in Columbia
County, New York where she grew up. They include a
young couple's interest in the history of the land,
including Mohican and early Dutch influences. They
develop the land to use for the community: an old
icehouse which was part of ice-harvesting on the
Hudson River, becomes a venue for concerts,
weddings, etc. Community gardens and a
playground, petting zoo, and nature conservancy are
important to them. And of course, there is an apple
orchard used for making cider and apple delicacies,
and The Corland Inn being built to entertain guests.

I Hear Music Everywhere is a fundraiser for the
Space Coast Symphony Orchestra, The book,
featuring her grandchildren, Kaley and Emily, teaches
music terms and music awareness.

My fourth new book, Led by the Spirit, joins other
devotional guides and books of original psalms. It is
part of Covenant church, Palm Bay's Call to Artists on
the topic of Life in the Spirit. It is a collection of
poetry, stories, original Psalms, prayer prompts, and
scripture."

Betty Whitaker Jackson, an active Guild member, writes fiction, memoir, poetry, nonfiction, devotional guides, and 
anthology pieces. Although she has written for years, retirement from a forty-year career as a secondary language arts 
teacher has given her the required time to devote to her craft.

She has won First Place in the Reader’s Digest Life Rich Memoir Writing Contest, and has published with WestBow
Press, Life Rich Publishing, and CreateSpace.

She resides in Palm Bay. Visit her website at www.bettyjackson.net.

Hot!
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The Writers’ Workshop Annual 
Memoirs Contest

The Writers’ Workshop in Asheville, NC, a
non-profit writing center founded in 1985, is
holding its Annual Memoirs Contest.

Each memoir submitted must be 5,000
words or less.

Pages should be paper clipped, with your
name, address, email address, and the title of
the work on the first page. Entries must be
double-spaced in 12-point font.

The entry fee is $25 per memoir. Multiple
entries are accepted. Enclose a self-sealing
SASE for critique and a list of winners. Make a
check or money order payable to The Writers’
Workshop, and mail to: Memoirs Contest, 387
Beaucatcher Road, Asheville, NC 28805.

Emailed submissions may be sent as an
attachment in Microsoft Word .doc format to
writersw@gmail.com, with “Memoirs Contest”
in the subject. The entry fee is payable online
at www.twwoa.org

1st Place: Your choice of a 2-night stay at
our Mountain Muse B&B in Asheville; or 3 free
workshops (in person or online); or 50 pages
line-edited and revised by our editorial staff.

2nd Place: Two free workshops; or 35
pages line-edited.

3rd Place: One free workshop, or 25 pages
line-edited.

10 Honorable Mentions.

The contest is open to any writer 
regardless of residence or experience. Deadline 
to enter is Dec. 31, 2019.

Children’s Writers Wanted
Leslie Guevara is an instructional 

coach at Odyssey Preparatory Academy in 
Palm Bay. Odyssey is celebrating Literacy 
week from January 27 through 31 and are 
looking for a local author to read one of 
their books to our elementary students, 
Kindergarten through Sixth Grade.

Their thought is to focus on the lower 
grades, but they also could accommodate 
someone to speak with the intermediate 
grades. If you’re interested, please contact 
Joanne.

mailto:prez@twwoa.org
http://www.twwoa.org/
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Dearest creature in creation,
Study English pronunciation.
I will teach you in my verse
Sounds like corpse, corps, horse, and 
worse.
I will keep you, Suzy, busy,
Make your head with heat grow dizzy.
Tear in eye, your dress will tear.
So shall I! Oh hear my prayer.
Just compare heart, beard, and heard,
Dies and diet, lord and word,
Sword and sward, retain and Britain.
(Mind the latter, how it’s written.)
Now I surely will not plague you
With such words as plaque and ague.
But be careful how you speak:
Say break and steak, but bleak and 
streak;
Cloven, oven, how and low,
Script, receipt, show, poem, and toe.
Hear me say, devoid of trickery,
Daughter, laughter, and Terpsichore,
Typhoid, measles, topsails, aisles,
Exiles, similes, and reviles;
Scholar, vicar, and cigar,
Solar, mica, war and far;
One, anemone, Balmoral,
Kitchen, lichen, laundry, laurel;
Gertrude, German, wind and mind,
Scene, Melpomene, mankind.
Billet does not rhyme with ballet,
Bouquet, wallet, mallet, chalet.
Blood and flood are not like food,
Nor is mould like should and would.
Viscous, viscount, load and broad,
Toward, to forward, to reward.
And your pronunciation’s OK
When you correctly say croquet,
Rounded, wounded, grieve and sieve,
Friend and fiend, alive and live.
Ivy, privy, famous; clamour
And enamour rhyme with hammer.

River, rival, tomb, bomb, comb,
Doll and roll and some and home.
Stranger does not rhyme with anger,
Neither does devour with clangour.
Souls but foul, haunt but aunt,
Font, front, wont, want, grand, and grant,
Shoes, goes, does. Now first say finger,
And then singer, ginger, linger,
Real, zeal, mauve, gauze, gouge and gauge,
Marriage, foliage, mirage, and age.
Query does not rhyme with very,
Nor does fury sound like bury.
Dost, lost, post and doth, cloth, loth.
Job, nob, bosom, transom, oath.
Though the differences seem little,
We say actual but victual.
Refer does not rhyme with deafer.
Fe0ffer does, and zephyr, heifer.
Mint, pint, senate and sedate;
Dull, bull, and George ate late.
Scenic, Arabic, Pacific,
Science, conscience, scientific.
Liberty, library, heave and heaven,
Rachel, ache, moustache, eleven.
We say hallowed, but allowed,
People, leopard, towed, but vowed.
Mark the differences, moreover,
Between mover, cover, clover;
Leeches, breeches, wise, precise,
Chalice, but police and lice;
Camel, constable, unstable,
Principle, disciple, label.
Petal, panel, and canal,
Wait, surprise, plait, promise, pal.
Worm and storm, chaise, chaos, chair,
Senator, spectator, mayor.
Tour, but our and succour, four.
Gas, alas, and Arkansas.
Sea, idea, Korea, area,
Psalm, Maria, but malaria.
Youth, south, southern, cleanse and clean.
Doctrine, turpentine, marine.

Compare alien with Italian,
Dandelion and battalion.
Sally with ally, yea, ye,
Eye, I, ay, aye, whey, and key.
Say aver, but ever, fever,
Neither, leisure, skein, deceiver.
Heron, granary, canary.
Phlegm, phlegmatic, ass, glass, bass.
Large, but target, gin, give, verging,
Ought, out, joust and scour, 
scourging.
Ear, but earn and wear and tear
Do not rhyme with here but ere.
Seven is right, but so is even,
Hyphen, roughen, nephew Stephen,
Monkey, donkey, Turk and jerk,
Ask, grasp, wasp, and cork and 
work.
Pronunciation (think of Psyche!)
Is a paling stout and spikey?
Won’t it make you lose your wits,
Crevice and device and aerie.
Face, but preface, not efface.
Writing groats and saying grits?
It’s a dark abyss or tunnel:
Strewn with stones, stowed, solace, 
gunwale,
Islington and Isle of Wight,
Housewife, verdict and indict.
Finally, which rhymes with enough,
Though, through, plough, or dough, 
or cough?
Hiccough has the sound of cup.
My advice is to give up!!!

Say, What??

You’ve been reading “The Chaos” by Gerard Nolst Trenité, written nearly 100 years ago in 1922, 
designed to demonstrate the irregularity of English spelling and pronunciation. 
https://www.thepoke.co.uk/2016/02/17/english-pronunciation-poem/
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President’s
corner

We had a lot of challenges in our work last
year, but with the support and dedication
from your writers’ guild we have achieved
success in most of our endeavors. During this
holiday time, I wish you all a wonderful
Christmas season and very prosperous New
Year. Keep on writing!

Sincerely,
Joanne Fisher
President, SCWG

Calling all Poets
The Encounter invites all poets

writing in English to submit up to 3
poems (maximum 40 lines each), related
in some way to the theme “Crossing the
Divide" (description below). Our guest
judge is internationally acclaimed and
award-winning poet, Dana Gioia.

There is no fee, but cash prizes of
$300, $200 and $100 will be awarded to
first, second and third place poems. The
winners will be invited to read their
poems on the New York Encounter stage
at Metropolitan Pavilion, 125 West 18th
Street during the 3-day festival which
will take place February 14–16
(Presidents' Day Weekend). The winning
poems will be published on the NYE
website after the reading. Visit
https://www.newyorkencounter.org/2020
-poetry-contest for more information.

If you need children’s books 
illustrated, Lori Prell is your person! 
She is local, at 402 Brevard Ave. 
Cocoa Village.  Phone 321-626-
1801.  Find her on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/lori.prell

https://www.newyorkencounter.org/2020-poetry-contest

