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The first thing I did the day after our camping trip was check the 

leaderboard. The result was disappointing, but not unexpected. We were 

still in third place. Then I noticed that Jackson and Johari had totally 

finished the contest. At least they’d get a minute to enjoy the summer 

before school starts. 

 That afternoon, we met at Grandpa and Grandma’s. Milo announced 

that we’d be going on an adventure in the Cosmic Egg time, space, and size-

change travel ship. We’ll time travel from today back to the Big Bang to find the 

when and how all the atoms or stardust in the universe were formed. “And we 

better find it by the end of the week, or ix-ney on the ip-tray to the on-may,” 

he said annoyingly in pig Latin. In other words—no moon trip for Grandpa and 

us. 

 Neddy brought out a poster she’d—of course—made. “The poster 

shows what we know is happening at different times during the evolution of the 

universe,” she said. “It starts with the Big Bang and goes right up to today, which 

is 13.8 billion years later.” 

 “We found out from my solo trip to the Big Bang,” Milo jumped in, “that there is evidence of 

hydrogen, helium, and a little bit of lithium and beryllium formed right after the Big Bang. But today, 

we have lots of other types of atoms, including carbon, lead, and uranium, and all the other atoms 

on Earth. We believe that these heavier atoms—” 
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 “Are stardust,” said Neddy finishing his sentence. “Heavier atoms have atomic numbers—

that is, the number of protons or electrons—of more than three all the way up to ninety-two. That 

is our best guess for what stardust is!” 

 “So, what happened over 13.8 billion years after the Big Bang?” I asked. 

 “That’s our mystery!” Milo said. “We’re gonna use the Cosmic Egg to find out.” 

 The plan was to go back in time and measure the concentrations of the elements to figure 

out when things changed. 

 “Maybe then we can figure out where and why they changed,” I said. 

 We all wanted to do time travel back to the Big Bang, because Milo had said it was awesome. 

So, we all logged on and chose our avatars and outfits. Lizzy decided to be the explorer in a black-

and yellow expedition jumpsuit. Milo was the guardian and also picked an expedition suit in blue 

and yellow. Neddy chose the navigator in an emerald-green jumpsuit, and I chose the scientist in a 

jumpsuit and pilot’s jacket.  

 We teleported to the Cosmic Egg, and I got to work to program one of the computers for 

our mission. I set it up with a periodic table of the elements that would also show the percentage 

elemental (atomic) compositions at each point on our way back through time to the Big Bang. That 

will allow us to see when the stardust appeared. Then we can investigate where it came from and 

how it was formed. The data would show up on the table. 

 Milo the Guide, who was less lame than the real Milo, said that we could either get the 

composition for a region, or an average over the universe. Since we wanted to know when the 

heavier elements appeared, we selected the average over the universe, recording the percent of 

each element. In the present time we measured that hydrogen made up 74 percent of the mass of 

the universe today. Helium made up 24 percent. Oxygen was a little over 10,000 parts per million or 

ppm (about 1%) and Carbon was just under 5,000 ppm, (0.5%). Lead at 10 ppm and Uranium at just 

2 ppm were pretty low. 

 We started our journey back in time.  We saw lots of cool things that happened during the 

history of Planet Earth.  At 12,000 years ago, we saw the most recent ice age as the polar ice caps 

expanded to cover large parts of our planet.  At 65 million years ago (MYA). we saw the asteroid 

that killed the dinosaurs hit the earth. At 200 MYA, we saw the huge volcanic eruptions that started 

the dinosaur era.  At 300 MYA years ago, the continents had merged to form one giant continent 

called Pangaea.   

 We kept moving back in time. At 4,000 MYA, everyone gasped as the scene outside our 

windows changed from dark to bright orange. It was a huge change in the Earth. Suddenly it had 

become big and round and very, very hot. “What happened to the Earth?” I asked. “This thing looks 

more like the sun. But it isn’t the sun because I can see the sun out the front window!” 

 “I know, I know” yelled Neddy. “That is baby Earth. When the Earth was first being formed, 

gravity pulled lots of gas and space rocks together. As pieces crashed into one another it created 
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lots of heat. And so, the Earth was hot when it first formed. That’s what we’re seeing! We are nearing 

the time when Earth started forming!” 

 Neddy was jumping up and down when I set the time to 4,500 MYA so we could see how it 

all began.  

 Just before we made it back in time to see the Earth form, we watched as a huge asteroid 

hit the Earth and left a giant chunk circling it. “That’s our moon,” I said. 

 Finally at 4,543 MYA, we saw the Earth form. All kinds of space junk had accumulated into a 

hot ball. When I recorded the temperature, it read 1,000 degrees centigrade, but the elemental 

concentrations were pretty much the same as they are today—which is something I actually think is 

pretty cool if you think about it. As much as things change, they stay the same, as Grandpa says. 

 The next step back in time was 4,600 MYA. There was no Earth at all. Meanwhile, the sun was 

just starting to form from a huge cloud of gas pulled together by gravity. Back in 5,000 MYA, 

everything got pretty weird, I mean, weirder. 

 “This is pretty awesome,” exclaimed Milo. 

 There was no Earth, and no sun. There was just a collection of space rocks and gas clouds. 

“Maybe this stuff is made of stardust,” Neddy said. 

 “I’ll go outside and make measurements,” Milo offered. 

 The rest of us were happy to stay inside. 

 “I’m the Fleazilla fighter,” said Lizzy. “Someone else can do the spacewalking around here.”  

 Milo checked the temperature and atmosphere outside and found he would need to use a 

breathing helmet to exit the Cosmic Egg, which seemed like kind of obvious if anyone had asked 

me, which they hadn’t. Milo dressed his avatar in a space suit and entered the airlock before 

venturing out into space. A jet pack helped him move about. 

 As Milo took rock measurements, he explained that they were made from many of the same 

types of elements we had on Earth. “There are lots of atoms heavier than helium!” he said. “The 

gases contain hydrogen, helium, carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen!” He told us the rocks contained iron, 

silicon, oxygen, gold, lead, and lots of other stuff. So, all the stuff outside has the same atoms that 

are on the Earth and has all the atoms that are in our bodies. 

 “Wow,” said Milo after he came back into the Cosmic Egg, “that was awesome. It really was.” 

 Neddy took the measurements for the elemental compositions in the universe and found 

again they were pretty much the same as they were on the Earth today. 

 “So, this stuff, the gas and rocks, has to be stardust!” said Lizzy. 

 But the most awesome thing was that we now knew that the Earth was formed from stardust. 

 “The stardust became us!” Neddy added beaming like I’ve never seen her beam before. 

 I felt myself smiling too. There was something . . . I don’t know . . . comforting to me about 

knowing it—that all of us, every single one, was made out of the dust of stars. 



HOW THE UNIVERSE EVOLVED 

4 
 

 “We need to keep going back in time to see when the stardust first appeared,” I announced. 

Everyone agreed. 

We took the Cosmic Egg back to 6 billion years ago. At this point in the history of the universe, 

Earth’s star, the sun, didn’t exist, but there were lots of other stars around. We measured the average 

elemental concentrations for the universe. The periodic table summary on our computer showed 

that all the elements were there, and another screen showed the amounts were still the same.  

Scene From the Science Video “Our Cosmic Connection to the Universe.”  

The STARDUST MYSTERY YouTube Channel 

We zoomed away from the location where Earth would one day form so we could look at 

our galaxy, the Milky Way, from a distance. It still looked the same. 

“We’re not learning anything new,” complained Lizzy. 

“Stop griping,” Milo told her. “This is research, Lizard . . .” then he caught himself. Lizzy and 

Milo had a deal that he would lay off the awesome nicknames. “Liz-ZEE,” he corrected. “This is crazy-

cool stuff.  

I changed the date, moving back in time. When we got to times earlier than 8 billion years 

ago, which was 6 billion years after the Big Bang, things started to change. I screamed. “Look at the 

periodic table! The heavier elements are disappearing.”  

“Yeah! The little boxes that show the heavier elements are fading out. That means the 

concentrations of big atoms like silver and gold are dropping,” added Nerdly—an awesome 

nickname Milo had given her that always popped into my head, but didn’t say. When we got to 3 

billion years after the Big Bang, Neddy informed us, “The heaviest atoms are now gone completely.” 
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   Scene From the Science Video “Our Cosmic Connection to the Universe.”  

     The STARDUST MYSTERY YouTube Channel 

We continued back in time, and then the concentrations of the stardust that we are mostly 

made of—oxygen, carbon, and nitrogen—started to fade too, and then they disappeared 

completely. When we arrived at 100 million years after the Big Bang, hydrogen and helium and a 

little bit of lithium, the lightest elements, were still part of the universe, but the stardust elements 

we’d been looking for were all gone!!!!  

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scene From the Science Video “Our Cosmic Connection to the Universe.”  

            The STARDUST MYSTERY YouTube Channel 

There were stars and even our Milky Way galaxy, but none of the stardust.  

 “Hey, guys,” I yelled pointing to the data screen, “we found when our stardust first formed, 

right around 100 to 300 million years after the Big Bang!” 

We all high-fived and I thought I saw Lizzy get a little teary. We continued back in time to 

100 million years after the Big Bang. Carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen were completely blank.  
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“OK, you guys,” said Neddy looking at the scene outside the window, “This is the star factory 

where stars are being formed out of the hydrogen and helium from the Big Bang . The stars are the 

first light in the universe, so this is called the Cosmic Dawn.” Neddy had done a lot of research on 

stars for her science fair projects. This was like a gift from heaven for our little Nerdster, or Nerd-

star, get it? She explained to us that gravity was pulling all the gases together. “When there is enough 

gas concentrated, the heavy hydrogen atoms will start fusing together to create helium atoms and 

a lot of energy in the form of light and heat. That’s how a star is born.” 

Which made me think of Lady Gaga from the movie Papa took me to. “Great!” I said grinning 

happily as I took a picture of the scene. “We can exchange this picture for the first question mark in 

Neddy’s poster.”  

For the purposes of research, or just because we could, we continued to roll backward in 

time. As we got closer to the Big Bang, the stars all disappeared. We saw that for 100 million years 

between the Big Bang and the birth of the first stars there was just hot gasses of hydrogen and 

helium, with no stars at all. We wanted to see what the gas looked like, so we used the size change 

function to reduce our size to the size of our atoms, to shrink to about a million times smaller. We 

still couldn’t see anything, so we reduced ourselves even smaller—150 million times smaller than 

our normal size! That’s when we could see hydrogen and helium atoms buzzing around. If I hadn’t 
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known better, I would say that those atoms each looked like tiny planets of their own with electron 

moons circling them.  

Scene From the Science Video “Our Cosmic Connection to the Universe.”  

            The STARDUST MYSTERY YouTube Channel 

We took the Cosmic Egg even further back in time until hydrogen and helium began to 

disappear. Just after the Big Bang, there weren’t any atoms at all—there were the individual protons, 

neutrons, and electrons that make up the atoms, and even further back there were just quarks, which 

are the even-smaller particles that the protons and neutrons are made of. 

We started discussing what to do next. Milo wanted to continue back in time all the way back 

to the Big Bang to show us what he’d seen when he’d done it alone. Lizzy didn’t want to go. I 

suspected she was scared that we would discover that a giant flea had actually started the Big Bang. 

 But it was three to one for going back, so we did. We set the clock back as far as it would 

go. Lizzy closed her eyes and grabbed my hand. Neddy and Milo had huge smiles on their faces. 

Suddenly there was an enormous burst of light and we found ourselves engulfed in a tide of colors, 

lights, and energy. It felt like the walls were literally exploding all around us. Our time clock read 

zero years after the Big Bang. 

And then a really weird thing happened. “Look, I said, the clock is starting to move forward 

all by itself.” And as it did, we zoomed through time at a remarkable speed. The Cosmic Egg exploded 

forward in time for millions of years every minute as stars began to form.  

Milo the Guide told us to look at the clock on our computer screen as we burst back into the 

future. He said, “The clock is showing the universe evolution as if it occurred over one hour starting 

with the Big Bang at zero minutes and evolving up to the present day at sixty minutes. The first stars 
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are forming at just before one minute and, your first stardust atoms of carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen 

are forming at just before two minutes.” 

 

Then new stars formed, and old stars disappeared.  

“Oh, look,” said Neddy. “I see the heaviest atoms forming at 20 minutes.”  

And then planets began appearing. 

“That’s interesting,” said Neddy. “A habitable Earth-like planet just appeared at thirty-three 

minutes.”  

“Here is something more important,” said Lizzy. “The sun and our Earth just appeared at 

forty minutes. That is two-thirds of the time between the Big Bang and now!” 

“Wow,” I said, “the first single-celled organisms, the first life on Earth, are appearing at forty-

five minutes.” 

And then we waited some more until Neddy spotted when the dinosaurs appeared. “And 

there is the asteroid that killed them,” she said. “And it is just twenty seconds to go until the present.”  

“And get this, said Milo the Guide. “Humans don’t become a part of the story of the universe 

until less than one second to now.” 

“Actually,” said Neddy doing a quick calculation in her head, “If modern Homo sapiens 

appeared on Earth 200,000 years ago, that would be less than one-tenth of a second until now.” 

We couldn’t believe it. That just seemed crazy. But the Cosmic Egg was pulling back to the 

present time and humanity was just a final blip on the clock. And then we were back. 
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I was staring at the computer screen presentation of the universe in sixty minutes, and 

something occurred to me. 

“Hey, guys,” I said. “It took fifteen minutes of the sixty-minute universe for life to evolve 

intelligent creatures like us that could build spaceships and send out radio messages. What about 

that habitable planet formed at thirty-three minutes? It could have developed intelligent life at forty-

eight minutes. Shouldn’t they have visited us or sent a message by now?” 

“Maybe they are way more intelligent than us and know enough to stay away from us,” 

suggested Lizzy. 

Everyone seemed to be thinking about a possible alien visit, but no one said anything more.  

We all logged off. 

“So,” I said, “we saw how Earth was made of stardust, and stardust is made of all the same 

atoms that create all the life on Earth.” 

“We also learned when stardust was formed,” added Neddy. 

“I’m so glad we saw the Big Bang,” Lizzy admitted, and I put my arm around her because I 

was glad we’d seen it together. I didn’t want to sound cheesy, so I just thought it. 

We added two more pieces to our poster for the formation of stars and formation of Earth. 

Then good-old Lizzy the Buzzkill Kid had to add, “Now we just have to figure out how 

stardust was formed.”  

 “We need to find the missing piece,” Milo said. “We need to go back and see if there is 

something that happened when the heavier atoms and heaviest atoms first appeared in the 

universe.” 

 This time it was Neddy’s turn to choose our guide.  Guess who she chose. Duh. 

 We set the time to go back to 150 million years after the Big Bang. We used the elemental 

concentration instrument to look for heavy atoms. We found a region that had some elevated 

concentrations of carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen. We started to move in the direction where the 

concentration increased the fastest. Then we started searching the sky for something unusual. 

 “I see a very bright star,” said Lizzy. “Maybe that is the source.” 
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 As we moved closer, Milo yelled out, “awesome, that thing is like a million times brighter 

than any of the other stars.” 

   “It doesn’t look like a normal star,” said Lizzy. “There is stuff shooting out the sides.” 

 “And the concentrations of the heavier atoms in those shoots are huge,” Neddy added. 

 “So, if we go back in time,” I asked, “will we see that thing before it exploded?” 

 “Good Idea,” said Lizzy, “Let’s check it out.” 

 As we went back in time, the explosion reduced in intensity until there was a normal star with 

normal brightness. I checked the concentrations of heavy atoms near the star, and it was pretty 

much the same as the average over the universe. 

 “The bright star must be the source of stardust,” declared Milo. ”But what is it? 

 That is when Neddy the guide showed her stuff.  She said, “What you saw was a supernova. 

It is what happens when large stars use up all their hydrogen in nuclear fusion reactions.  That is 

when the star collapses and explodes. More fusion reactions take place during the very hot 

explosion, producing and releasing heavier atoms.”   

 “That’s great,” I said. “Now we know how our heavier atoms were created. Let’s look for 

supernovas at 6 billion years after the big bang when the heaviest atoms are forming.”  

 We set our clock to advance time to when the heaviest atoms were forming. The result was 

similar. We found three supernovas with similar brightness and side shoots. The concentrations of 

the heaviest atoms was very high in the shoots. 
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 “The supernovas have gotta be the missing pieces of the puzzle!” I said.  

 “OMG you guys!” exclaimed Neddy. “That’s why they call it stardust.” 

 We took a picture of a supernova to put on our poster. 

  Milo summarized what we knew. “First, the Big Bang happened 13.8 billion years ago 

that produced hydrogen and helium—also known as Big Bang dust. Over time, gravity caused the 

Big Bang dust to come together and after 100 million years, it formed the first stars and eventually 

galaxies. That was called the Cosmic Dawn. The stars burned heavy hydrogen by nuclear fusion 

which produced helium, light, and heat.” 

 “And a few million years later,” I continued, “after those first really big stars formed, they 

started to run out of hydrogen fuel so that they collapsed and exploded in supernovas which made 

carbon, oxygen, nitrogen, and heavier elements. That is what scientists call stardust.” 

 “As time went by,” added Lizzy, “second generation stars formed. They lived for 5 billion 

years. When they died, the universe became filled with the heaviest elements all the way up to 

uranium. That was even more stardust.” 

 Milo continued, “And then, about 4.6 billion years ago, gravity brought dust from the Big 

Bang and stardust together, creating our solar system with our sun and planets and asteroids.” 

 “So, give us the bottom line,” Neddy said clapping her hands under her chin because she 

already knew—she just wanted to hear us say it.  

 I jumped back in. “Almost all of the elements that are heavier than helium come from nuclear 

fusion in stars that explode in supernovas. Therefore, the Earth and everything on it is made of 

stardust and Big Bang dust!” 

 “And finally,” Neddy added, unable to contain herself, “the carbon, oxygen, and nitrogen 

from stardust, and hydrogen from Big Bang dust that was on the Earth, got made into us—you and 

me. 

 And since those atoms last almost forever, they get recycled among people and plants as 

new people and plants populate the Earth. So, we really are made of stardust that was once in the 

body of Albert Einstein and the last T-Rex!” 
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GRANDPA’S GLOSSARY 
The Big Bang: The planet Earth that we live on is sometimes called a Goldilocks planet. It is not too 

hot. It is not too cold. It is just right as a home to support the lives of beings such as our own species 

and millions of others. And our species has been constantly fascinated with the questions of where 

we live and how we got here.  

 

More than two thousand years ago, humans looked at all the things in the sky and decided that the 

universe consisted of the Earth at the center with the sun, moon, and stars all revolving around the 

Earth. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, Copernicus and then Kepler and Galileo said that the 

universe has the sun as the center, and everything revolves around the sun. Then, in the nineteenth 

century the picture changed to the sun and planets revolving around the center of the Milky Way 

galaxy. In the early twentieth century, the work of Henrietta Leavitt and Edwin Hubble showed that 

the Milky Way galaxy was only a small part of the universe, which has billions more galaxies like the 

Milky Way. What’s more, Hubble’s measurements and the predictions of Alexander Friedmann and 

Georges Lemaître showed that the universe is expanding, with the most distant stars moving away 

from us the fastest.  

 

Based on the expansion of the universe, Lemaître made a bold prediction. He reasoned that if you 

follow the universe back in time, it gets smaller. The further back in time you look, the smaller it has 

to be. So, if the evolution of the universe were a movie showing its expansion, and you played it 

backwards it would be contracting. The contraction of the universe would put the universe in one 

tiny, super dense point about 14 billion years ago. Lemaître pictured the expansion of the universe 

from that point as the hatching of “the Cosmic Egg exploding at the moment of the creation”. Other 

scientists call this the Big Bang theory. Lemaître gave lectures explaining his theory, including at 

Princeton University, where Albert Einstein was in attendance. It was reported that Einstein said, “This 

is the most beautiful and satisfactory explanation of creation to which I have ever listened.” 

 

How do we know that the Big Bang theory is correct? Well, scientists can calculate what occurred as 

the universe expanded from that first point. They can make predictions about the concentrations of 

elements in the universe and about the leftover radiation from the earliest times, which can still be 

seen as the cosmic microwave background. They can predict the size of stars, galaxies and galaxy 

clusters, and the rate of the universe’s expansion. Compared with these observations, the Big Bang 

theory is very accurate.  
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When we look at all the things that have to be just right for the universe to evolve as it has, and for 

us to be here on our Goldilocks planet, it seems that we live in a Goldilocks universe too. But we 

understand our Goldilocks planet as being the one that is just right in the millions of other planets 

that aren’t just right. Living things may be on the ones that are just right, but not on the others that 

aren’t. So, is our Goldilocks universe just the one that is right out of the millions of other universes 

that aren’t just right? Are there millions of other universes out there that aren’t just right? So, just 

like we found the Earth, and then the sun, and then the Milky Way galaxy were only a small part of 

the universe, maybe the universe that evolved from our Big Bang is only a small part of the 

multiverse. Or was there a creator of the Goldilocks universe that chose the conditions to be just 

right? 

 

Atomic Number: Every atom is given an atomic number. It is the number of protons in the nucleus 

or electrons surrounding the nucleus. Atomic numbers go from 1 for hydrogen to 92 for uranium 

which is the largest naturally occurring element. Some man-made elements have higher atomic 

numbers. 

 

Cosmic Dawn: The universe was dark for at least the first 100 to 150 million years after the Big Bang. 

Light appeared only after the first stars started to form during that time. The time of that first light 

is called the Cosmic Dawn. 

 

Protons, Electrons, and Neutrons: All atoms are made of the same three particles: electrons, protons, 

and neutrons. Electrons are tiny particles that have very little mass and a negative electrical charge. 

Protons have almost 2,000 times the mass of an electron and are positively charged. Neutrons have 

almost the same mass as the proton but have no charge. In an atom, the protons and neutrons are 

tightly bound together in the nucleus, attracted by the nuclear force. The electrons circle around 

the nucleus and are bound to it because of the electrical force of attraction between the positive 

and negative charge of the particles. Different kinds of atoms have different numbers of electrons, 

protons and neutrons. Hydrogen, the lightest element, has only one electron and one proton. The 

heaviest natural element uranium has 92 electrons, 92 protons and between 141 and 146 neutrons. 

You can build protons and neutrons from their component quarks in the Building the Universe game 

available on Store.SteamPowered.com or at https://TheStardustMystery.com 

 

Quarks: Scientists discovered that besides the well-known building components for atoms (protons, 

neutrons and electrons), there are over 200 other fundamental particles (photons, W bosons, Z 

bosons, gluons, Higgs bosons, gravitons, muons, and neutrinos). In 1969 Murray Gell-Mann and 

George Zweig independently proposed that, just as atoms are composed of smaller particles, all the 

known elementary particles were actually composed of a smaller set of particles too. These are called 

https://thestardustmystery.com/
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quarks. There are six types, or flavors, of quarks: up, down, strange, charm, bottom, and top. George 

Zweig, despite his contributions to a theory central to modern physics, was not awarded a Nobel 

Prize. A Nobel Prize award to Zweig would have required a second Nobel Prize for Gell-Mann (he 

already won one in 1969 for his work on the theory of elementary particles) and some have 

speculated that this is the reason that Zweig did not received an award. 

 

Supernova Star Explosion: Stars are bright because they are very hot due to nuclear fusion in which 

hydrogen combines to form helium. After billions of years, all of the hydrogen is consumed, and the 

star starts to cool and collapse toward the center. In big stars, the collapse leads to an explosion 

called a supernova, in which huge amounts of light and material are released. Supernovas are bright 

enough to be seen on Earth with the naked eye and can last for up to two years. 

 

Nuclear Fusion: Nuclear fusion is what happens when two atoms come together and form a new 

larger atom. We can exist because nuclear fusion on our sun provides light and energy to our planet. 

On the sun, the main nuclear fusion reaction takes place when one hydrogen atom that has one 

proton and one neutron (2H, called deuterium or heavy hydrogen) bangs into another hydrogen 

atom (3H, called tritium) that has one proton and two neutrons. In order to fuse, they must bang 

into each other really hard, and that requires a high temperature, like 15 million degrees C. They 

fuse into a helium atom that has two protons and two neutrons (4He) and the extra neutron comes 

shooting out with lots of energy. The energy is in units of million electron volts or MeVs. All that 

energy is what keeps the sun burning bright. Fusion of bigger atoms on our sun can form atoms 

like lithium with three protons and beryllium with four protons and small amounts of bigger atoms. 

But really big stars can form big atoms in their core where the temperature is really hot. When a star 

uses all its hydrogen it either 

becomes a white dwarf the 

size of Earth (like our sun 

would do), or if it is a big 

star, it collapses and forms a 

supernova. And in that 

supernova, conditions are 

hot enough (100 billion 

degrees C) to form atoms 

like iron that have twenty-six 

protons, and even uranium 

(that has ninety-two 

protons.) 
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THE STARDUST MYSTERY 
PROJECT 

 

THE STARDUST MYSTERY WEBSITE 

https://TheStardustMystery.com 

 

STARDUST MYSTERY YouTube channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCa5CQnZA6StFXXvEs418DKg 

Science Videos 

Game Trailers 

How-To Videos 

 

THE STARDUST MYSTERY VIDEO GAMES 

https://Store.SteamPowered.com 

MissionKT 

Building the Universe 

 

ILLUSTRATED SCIENCE ADVENTURE BOOKS 

THE STARDUST MYSTERY is on Amazon and Barnes & Noble 

THE RACE TO THE BIG BANG: Coming in May 2021 

 

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION AWARD 1738291 

https://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1738291&HistoricalAwards=false 
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