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Thank you for taking this time to get to know 
us. Although we have not yet met, our lives 
have been connected through what we can 
only imagine is one of the most difficult and 
important choices you’ve had to make. We 
are grateful for you opening your heart and 
considering sharing the blessing of your baby 
with us. We hope this introduction can help 
offer some support and reassurance that, if 
you choose us, your child’s life will be full of joy, 
love, laughter, and wonder. We will work with 
you to decide the best path for openness and 
connection throughout their life, and we will do 
everything possible to have them know and be 
proud of their own unique story.

Above all, our solemn promise is to honor the 
love your decision was built upon, to open our 
home and hearts to this incredible gift, to care 
for this amazing person for the rest of our 
lives, and each day to offer unconditionally the 
love we share with our family, our friends, our 
community, and the world. With all our hearts, 
we thank you for your strength and courage.

We hope to take these next steps on this journey 
together.

With Love,

HELLO!
hello,

Neil
&Annie



ALL 
ABOUT US

While we both grew up in different parts 
of the country, we had each built a life we 
loved in Arizona. We met eight years ago 
and immediately bonded over our love of 
adventure, the outdoors, playing guitar, 
and the strong connections we had with 
our friends. During our first year together, 
we traveled all across North America. Our 
lives fit together seamlessly. We easily 
connected with one another’s friends and 
family and shared the same values - love 
and commitment to our families, the joy of 
learning, a passion for making the world 
better, and a common desire to have 
children. We quickly fell in love, married 
a couple years later, and bought a home 
together - the first for both of us. 

We’ve been married for over five years 
and have built many happy memories. We 
have a strong, loving relationship, a calm 
and secure home life, and we are truly 
ready to grow our family. We are the ideal 
balance for one another with our individual 
strengths and we hold each other up when 
the other needs support. We communicate 
lovingly and share the responsibilities of 
daily life. Our home is filled with music 
and laughter. On the weekends, we enjoy 
outdoor activities such as hiking, bicycling, 
kayaking, taking trips in our campervan, 
and spending time with our community of 
family and friends. We have so much love 
to give and look forward to the day we can 
share our life together with our children.

A st ory of love & adventure



OCCUPATION: School Psychologist & 
Children’s Yoga Teacher

FAVORITE MOVIE: Amelie

MORE ABOUT Annie CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT: Loved ones, music, 
being active outdoors 

MY PERFECT DAY: Any day spent exploring 
beautiful places in nature with close friends 
and family either by hiking, bicycling, or 
paddling.

Annie has dedicated her entire life to 
helping kids of all ages. She will make 
an amazing mom.

- Neil

OCCUPATION: Management

FAVORITE BOOK: Pale Blue Dot

FAVORITE PLACE: Block Island

MORE ABOUT Neil
CAN’T LIVE WITHOUT: Family, guitar, 
bicycling, barbecue

MY PERFECT DAY: Kayaking, hiking, 
camping, building a campfire, and cooking 
outside.

Neil is supportive and dedicated to 
his family and friends, great with kids, 
and he will be a wonderful father!

- Annie

ALL ABOUT 
NEIL

by Annie
Neil can get along and have an interesting 
conversation with anyone. He is clever and 
witty, always making everyone laugh around 
him, while also being a very thoughtful 
and caring person. As we were dating, I 
noticed how well he treated the women in 
his life, being very close with his mother, 
grandmother, and being the most amazing 
uncle to his niece. He often helps to care for 
her, and she adores him in return. Neil is fun-
loving and easily connects with children on 
their level. For him, family is number one, 
and I have no doubt he is going to be an 
exceptional father. 
Neil is very intelligent, and I admire his ability 
to absorb random facts and be able to explain 
simply how our world and planet work. I can 
imagine him sharing little tidbits of science 
with our child and sharing his passion for 
protecting the environment. Neil used to be 
a professional cook, and he loves hosting 
dinners - everyone knows the food is going 
to be amazing when he is in charge! Neil 
also enjoys watching sports, playing ball and 
various games recreationally, and volunteers 
at school events for his niece.

Photo booth fun with our niece at a partyYoga with Annie's Niece

ALL ABOUT 
ANNIE

by Neil
Annie grew up a country girl in a small 
Oklahoma town, but it was her passion for 
the world that drew me to her. She first left 
home after high school to join a service-
based organization, which helped shape her 
desire and commitment to helping children. 
She now works in special education, ensuring 
the children in our community receive the 
education and support they need. Annie plans 
to take a leave from work during our baby’s 
first years of life.

Outside of work, Annie is passionate about 
improving our community, volunteering for 
efforts supporting the environment, animals, 
and those in need. Annie is extremely close 
with her family, and I admire her relationships 
with her parents, brothers, and extended 
family. She has a truly adventurous soul, 
and we share nearly all of the same favorite 
activities and hobbies. Annie is creative and 
has a love of music - both making her own 
and dancing to our favorite bands. She also 
enjoys gardening and yoga. We make an 
incredible team, and I could not be more 
certain that she will be a great mother.



Neil played guitar 
for 6 years in a funk 
and jazz band. He has 
seen his favorite rock 
band, Phish, in concert 
over 100 times.

Our first vacation 
together was 
bicycle camping 
250 miles from 
Seattle to 
Vancouver.

FUN 
FACTS

Neil
&Annie

ABOUT

OUR
ADVENTURES

While in college, 
Annie did behavior 
research with 
baboons.

Neil was born in 
Tokyo, Japan and first 
moved to the United 
States at age 2.

We started a 
garden when 
we moved into 
our home and 
successfully 
grew a variety of 
vegetables on our 
first try.

We completed the 
“Phoenix Summit 
Challenge” 
together - climbing 
7 mountains and 
hiking 25 miles in 
one day.

Annie has volunteered 
thousands of hours 
in service projects, 
including restoring 
homes for flood 
victims, mentoring 
homeless youth, and 
working for Habitat 
for Humanity.



OUR EXTENDED 
FAMILY

I grew up in Oklahoma with my mother, 
father, and two older brothers. My 
parents have been married over 50 
years! We are a close family, even 
though we are separated now by 
distance. One brother lives in Maryland 
with his son, and I have a niece through 
marriage. My oldest brother lives with 
his wife, son, and daughter in Arkansas. 
We all communicate regularly, and we 
gather together in person at least once 
a year. My parents absolutely adore their 
grandchildren and remain very active in 
their lives. 
My family is loving, open, and accepting 
of others. My mother is a kind, giving 
person and very nurturing. My father 
worked hard to provide for us, while also 
making time for silliness and family road 
trips. I grew up close with each of my 
grandparents as well as aunts, uncles, 
and cousins. We gathered with extended 
family for holidays and cookouts, where 
we would oftentimes play music, sing, 
and dance.

My parents live in Connecticut, in the 
same house I grew up in. They were 
both born and raised in New York 
City. They have been married for 48 
years, which is a source of inspiration 
in our lives. Annie and I are extremely 
close with them - we generally talk 
every week and get together at least 
2 times a year, either in AZ or at their 
beach house in Rhode Island.

My younger brother lives less than 
2 miles away from us. He shares a 
home with his 8 year old daughter, 
his partner, and her daughter. We 
talk almost every day, see each other 
every week, and we spend holidays, 
birthdays, and vacations together. 
We are each other's main source of 
support, and we cherish the fact that 
we have immediate family nearby.

in his words
NEIL'S EXTENDED FAMILY

in her words
ANNIE'S EXTENDED FAMILY

Our families are both completely 
supportive of our adoption, and they 
have expressed how excited they are 
for us to start a family of our own.

Neil & Annie

Picnic at the park with our nieceCroquet with Annie's brother and family

Our niece and nephew in Maryland

Annie's whole family minus 1 niece, 1 nephew

Both of our families together at our wedding

Neil with his parents, brother & niece at lantern festival



HOME 
SWEET 
HOME
We have a two-level, 3 bedroom home 
with a large backyard and swimming pool. 
Our neighborhood is safe and quiet. We 
will have several options to choose from 
when our child starts school, including two 
within walking distance. We have gotten 
to know our immediate neighbors over the 
years, and we have several close friends 
that have moved into our neighborhood 
with their own young children.

Sunflower

We live in a diverse suburban community 
in Arizona with many parks and bike 
paths where families often ride, skate, jog, 
or walk together. The area around our 
city is surrounded by desert mountains 
in every direction, which provides many 
opportunities for exploring wilderness 
within a short drive. There are a large 
variety of museums, seasonal festivals 
and community activities, as well as easily 
accessible entertainment, recreational 
activities, and sporting events.

We organized a service project for friends & their kiddos

Biking with our neighborhood kids Hiking with a friend's son

OUR
COMMUNITY

We love visiting the ranches near our home

Fresh tomatoes in the gardenAnnie's garden

Our niece painting at our dining room table 

Our pool is full during our frequent gatherings

Our home

We make juice from our orange trees



We can't wait to welcome you home!

OUR 
FRIENDS

and loved ones
We have a large “family” of very close 
friends in Arizona we have known for many 
years. They all live in our community, and 
many have children. We gather frequently 
for cookouts, pool parties, backyard acoustic 
guitar jamming, and game nights with the 
kids. We also love traveling together to 
outdoor music festivals, weekend camping 
and boating trips, and summer vacations. 
Our friends come from many different 
backgrounds, having grown up in different 
parts of the country and even other parts of 
the world.

WHY
ADOPTION?
Even before we met, we each knew we 
wanted to have a family. Annie has family 
members who were adopted, and she had 
a strong desire to adopt since she was a 
child. Neil’s niece is not related to his brother 
biologically but has been in every possible 
way a part of his family since the day she 
was born. When we discussed our plans 
for having children, we both felt a strong 
connection to growing our family through 
adoption. While we tried to also conceive 
a child naturally first, the challenges we 
experienced confirmed that adoption was 
the path we were meant to take.

Our journey to becoming parents through 
adoption has taught us so much - about 
our hopes, our values, our families, and 
ourselves. We are both extremely excited 
and hopeful about the chance to share our 
love and our home with a child.

Our promises to our future child
>> To provide you a safe, stable home with an abundance of unconditional love, joy, 

and laughter.

>> To ensure you develop a deep sense of self-worth and identify your own personal 
strengths.

>> To encourage you to participate in the community and make your world a better 
place.

>> To share our love of animals and have dogs and cats as part of the family at home.

>> To develop a strong connection with nature by gardening, camping, and exploring 
the outdoors together.

>> To foster in you a love of learning, imagination, and curiosity about the world 
through cultural events, travel, science, sports, and the arts.

>> You will grow up knowing your adoption story and the incredible act of love and 
strength that brought you into our lives.

Backpacking with brother and long-time friend Biking with close friends and their kiddos

With nearby friends and their littles ones

Backpacking in Peru with a long-time close friend

Annie snorkeling with best friends



THANK 
YOU

We appreciate your taking the time to consider our family. We hope we were able to 
paint a picture of the life and love we have to offer. We’re sending you strength and hope 
as you continue to consider your options. If you choose to move forward with an adoption 
plan, please know that we are here and ready to embrace your child with all that we have. 
We are committed to making sure your child knows where he or she came from and the 
respect and honor we have for you and your decision. 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Neil
&Annie


