
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
January 19, 2021 

Dear Parish and School families,  

I contact you today to let you know that this morning Fr. James de Cendra tested positive for COVID-19.  With his 
permission, I am able to share with you that he began showing mild symptoms Sunday evening.  Because the parish 
and school were closed on Monday for the Martin Luther King holiday, he was able to be without contact with 
parishioners that day.  This morning he took a rapid Covid test which came back positive.  He will remain isolated 
for the next couple of weeks as he recovers.  The rest of the school and office staff will continue to observe the 
protocols we have in place to avoid exposure.  

Out of an abundance of caution, we are making the following changes regarding upcoming Masses and 
Confessions:  

• We are working to arrange for guest priests to cover the 6:30am and 8:15am daily Masses for the 
next few days until the rest of the priests can be tested.  
• For now, Confessions on Wednesday and Thursday will be cancelled.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience and will resume as soon as prudent.  

I urge you to please keep in mind that the risk of exposure is minimal if contact with an infected person was not 
face to face and was not more than 15 minutes.  Fr. James is diligent about wearing a mask when he is in the 
classroom, and while distributing Communion. 

I will keep you informed of any further developments or adjustments that are necessary as we work through this 
situation.  Fr. James’ symptoms at this point are mild and he is feeling fairly well. None of the other priests is 
experiencing any symptoms.  I thank you in advance for all of your prayers, support and understanding.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Fr. Javier Nieva, dcjm  
Administrator  
 


