
 

 

‘I CAME TO BRING FIRE’ 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME, JUNE 28th 

 

“Jesus said to his apostles: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not 
worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of 
me.  
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find 
it. 
"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one 
who sent me. Whoever receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is a righteous 
man will receive a righteous man’s reward. And whoever gives only a cup of cold 
water to one of these little ones to drink because the little one is a disciple— amen, 
I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”” (Matthew 10:37-43) 
 

I. “WHO EVER LOVES ANYONE MORE THAN ME CAN´T BE 
MY DISCIPLE”: 
Petition: Only You, my God, only You Jesus, are infinite Goodness, Love and 
Life; only you re worthy of being love with all my heart, my strength, all my 
affection and all my soul; give me Your love, Your Spirit, so I may love You 
always and wholeheartedly; don´t let me make idols that destroy me and my 
relationship with those you have given me to love them. 
Only God is lovable above all things and people. As we know that is the first 
commandment “Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your might.” (Dt 6:4-5)  
The reason of loving Him in that way, it is because only Him is God; only Him 
is the ultimate goal of the human heart; when I love anyone with that intensity 
of love, that is, with  all my heart, all my being, all my soul, all my strength, I 
am making an idol. 
And in truth I am not loving that person, I am replacing God for that person, 

and sometimes something (Power, 
Possession, Prestige or Pleasure, the 4 P’s). 
In truth, I do not love that person. Because I 
am divinizing that person so creating with 
him/her and expectation that will be 
frustrated and disappointed, before or later; 
and at the same time, I am creating a 
dependence or codependence a kind of 
slavery with that person that is unhealthy and 
destructive for the relationship. 
We are call to happiness. Our will is in itself 
a desire of happiness. The will is the faculty 
or power that rules everything inside us, and 
our external actions. So everything we do is 
for being happy or at least less unhappy. 
Almost all human problems are connected with putting the love that should be 
in God in other things or persons. 
How a human being can fulfill a soul that is created for the infinite? 
Putting happiness in any other place, person or relationship that is not God is 
one of the biggest problems of our relationships, am I will dare to say the reason 
of all failures in marriage life and in education of children. 
Jesus is not saying these words for bothering anyone, but for bringing our lives 
to fullness, to true happiness, to the union with God. “I have said these things 
to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.” (Jn 
15:11) “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (Jn 10:10) 
“You have created us for Yourself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it 
finds it rest in You.” (Saint Augustine, Confessions 1,1,1) 
God has created and made us for Himself. All our being is created for 
meeting God, through love and truth. That is the reason we desire always 
and everywhere happiness, because God that put that desire of Him in our 
hearts, in our souls, in our body in all our person and existence; happiness is 
only in God. 
That God has created you and me for Himself is a fact, and the only meaning 
of our lives. You exist totally oriented toward God, your whole being and 
existence is oriented ontologically toward Him; He is not only our creator and 
origin, giver of our identity and therefore our owner; we belong to Him, we 
belong to His creative love, He is also our goal, our ultimate purpose, our 
destiny, our ultimate and definitive meaning; He is our peace, our joy, our 
home. 
When a human person is not looking for God with all his heart, soul, strength 
and being, it is or looking for something that substitutes God, other persons or 
things instead of God; or is trying to distract himself with “stupid fun”, or is 
despair and hopeless and angry with himself and with the world. It can’t be in 
any other way.  
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Mediocrity, immaturity, childish behaviors 
of adults, vices, addictions, and all sins are 
coming from this original problem: 
pretending to find out happiness out of God. 
 God is not an idea, or a feeling or a weird 
experience of wholeness. God is the Creator, 
the Giver of life and everything to every 
creature. And he has created humans with 
the capacity of Him, but also with the desire 
of Him, carve in all our being. 
In our prayer life we need to come to the 
solitude with Jesus within us “Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you 
are being rooted and grounded in love.” 
(Eph 3:17). And now pray which is an 
interchange of love; prayer is an exercise of 
love; Jesus loving you and you loving Jesus. 
God loves you first, and He is waiting for 

your love, he thirst for your love. But here is the problem or the good thing that 
He is God that He gave up totally Himself for you, therefore I need to give 
myself totally to Him, I need to give Him all my heart, all my soul, all my 
strength and all my being. This is the only true answer to his love. 
 

II. WHOEVER LOSES HIS LIFE FOR MY SAKE WILL FIND IT:  
Petition: Jesus, you are my hope, in you is all my trust and desires I want to 
live for you my God, I want to lose my life for you, I want to win it over in 
You. Only you have life and this abundantly; give me deep Wisdom for 
understanding that the only way of gaining my life is losing it for the love of 
my brethren. 
“We know what love by this, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to 
lay down our lives for one another.” (1John 3:16)  
Loving God has a second dimension loving our neighbors as ourselves. This 
two dimension of what we call charity are inseparable. We cannot love God, 
and we cannot say that we have received the love of God if we don’t love our 
neighbors. The love of God and the love to God are now expressed en given 
our lives, losing them, for our neighbors first our spouse and second our 
children, and from there to others. “How does God's love abide in anyone who 
has the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.” (1 Jn 
3:17-18)  
This is the only way that, in truth, we can know that we love Him. We need to 
learn to open to the love of God, because love is coming from God, and if we 
love we know God, because God is Love,  and we are born from God God is 
love; we know that we have His Spirit because the love that is in us. “Beloved, 

let us love one another, because love is 
from God; everyone who loves is born 
of God and knows God. Whoever does 
not love does not know God, for God 
is love.” (1 Jn 4:7-8) The truth is that 
love is coming from Him, and that is 
faith, learning to open to the love of 
God, to the Holy Spirit, to the grace 
and gift of God. And this is the major 
reason fro praying: opening to His 
love. We need His love “God's love 
was revealed among us in this way: 
God sent his only Son into the world 
so that we might live through him. In 
this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 
Jn 4:9-10) But this love of God has the 
power of making us love the others. 
“Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.” 
(Ibid. 11)  
“And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey 
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know 
that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.” (1 Jn 3:23-24) 
Love is losing our lives for the sake of God, for the love and glory of God. 
 

III. ACT OF LOVE OF THE CURE OF ARS: 
I love you, O my God My only desire is to love you, until the last breath of 

my life. 
I love you, O infinitely loveable God, and I prefer to die loving you, rather 

than to live for an instant without you. 
I love you, O my God, and I desire only to go to heaven, to have the 

happiness of loving you perfectly. 
I love you, O my God, and my only fear is to go to hell, because one will 

never have the sweet solace, of loving you there. 
O my God, if my tongue cannot say in every moment that I love you, at 

least I want my heart to repeat it to you as many times as I breathe. 
Ah! Do me the grace: to suffer while loving you, to love you while 

suffering, and, that when I die: I not only will love you but experience it in 
my heart. 

I beg you that the closer I come to my final end, you will increase and 
perfect my love for you. Amen 

Fr. Armando Marsal, DCJM. 
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