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Atlanta’s Janelle
Monáe has a home-
coming at the Tab-
ernacle on Aug. 5.
Photo by RICH POLK/
Getty Images

augus t
Theater: Essential elements

Since its 1999 debut, Essential Theatre has
staged an annual festival showcasing newwork,
including 26 Georgia writers. This year’s program
include themagic realist tale “Built to Float” by
Rachel Graf Evans and “Woke” by Georgia Play-
writing AwardWinner Avery Sharpe.

The 2018 Essential Theatre Play Festival.
ThroughAug. 26.West EndPerformingArts Center,
945RalphDavid Abernathy Blvd. 404-212-0815.
essentialtheatre.com

Music: Local hero
In the wake of her hit album “Dirty Computer,”

multiple Grammy nominee and beloved Atlanta

actress Janelle Monáe brings her futuristic hip-
hop soundscapes to the Tabernacle.

Janelle Monáe. August 5. The Tabernacle,
152 Luckie St. 404-659-9022. tabernacleatl.com

Music: Blues times two
Acclaimed American blues artists Kenny

Wayne Shepherd and Beth Hart co-headline
an evening at Atlanta Symphony Hall. Hart, a
Grammy nominee for her album “Seesaw,” is a
powerhouse vocalist and plays multiple instru-
ments, while Shepherd is a virtuoso guitarist
who has performed and recorded with rock and
blues legends.

KennyWayne Shepherd and Beth Hart. Aug. 8.
Atlanta Symphony Hall, 1280 Peachtree St. 404-
733-5000. atlantasymphony.org

By CURT HOLMAN

»
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Festival: Tangy & twangy
Founded by the Decatur

Preservation Alliance in 2000,
the annual BBQ, Blues and Blue-
grass Festival returns to offer a
variety of grilled grub and seven
hours of roots music.

Decatur BBQ, Blues and Blue-
grass Festival. Aug. 11. 630 East
Lake Drive and Harmony Park.
decaturbbqfestival.com

Festival: Artful spaces
The Atlanta Foundation for

Public Spaces presents a cele-
bration of creativity in Atlanta’s
largest park with the annual
Piedmont Park Arts Festival.
The event includes more than
200 artisans in paint, jewelry,
leather, metal, photography and
more, as well as live music, food
and an emerging artists pavilion.

Piedmont Park Arts Festival.

calendar

The audience enjoys roots music, grilled meats and a block party atmosphere at
the Decatur BBQ, Blues & Bluegrass Festival. Photo by STEVE SCHAEFER



»

Aug. 18-19. Piedmont Park, corner
of 10th Street and Monroe Drive.
piedmontparkartsfestival.com

Music: Strong gusts
American alternate rock trio

Guster, known for such acous-
tic-heavy jams as “Fa Fa” and
“Amsterdam,” winds down its
2018 tour with an Atlanta Botani-
cal Garden gig.

Guster. Aug. 24. Atlanta Botan-
ical Garden, 1345 Piedmont Ave.
404-876-5859. atlantabg.org

Workshop: Family tree
Participants can learn how to

trace their ancestry at the catch-
ily titled “Life in the Past Lane:
Beginning Genealogy” at the
Atlanta History Center. Director
of Oral History and Genealogy
Sue VerHoef leads an introduc-
tory program rife with research

Co-headlining with Beth Hart, acclaimed guitarist Kenny Wayne Shepherd brings
his electric rock and blues riffs to Atlanta Symphony Hall. Photo by VASNA WILSON

Welcoming New Patients!Our Services Include

• Routine Medical Care

• Chronic Disease Management
& Acute Illness Care

• Physical Exams

• General & Complex Dermatology

• Acne, Warts, Psoriasis
& Eczema Management

550 Peachtree Street NE, Suite 1230
Atlanta, GA 30308

404-215-6520
MidtownMed.com

Our multi-specialty practice has provided primary care and dermatology services to adult patients for nearly
two decades. Our physicians, Dr. Mark Koralewski, Dr. Jeffrey Rollins and Dr. Mack Rachal are board-certified
and extensively experienced, and are committed to serving you with the highest quality of care in a friendly and
relaxed atmosphere.We accept most insurance plans, are welcoming new patients and offer a convenient location
within walking distance of the North Avenue Marta Station and close to major downtown employers.
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strategies.
“Life in the Past Lane.” Aug. 25.

Atlanta History Center, 130W. Paces
Ferry Road. 404-814-4042. Atlanta-
HistoryCenter.com/Genealo!y

Event: Arty party
To support its goal of daily free

admission to its galleries, the
Atlanta Contemporary holds its
annual Art Party to raise funds.
The event features programming
on the pavilion, special presenta-
tions and open studios to showcase
its artists.

Art Party. August 25. The Atlanta
Contemporary, 535 Means St. 404-
688-1970. atlantacontemporary.org

Festival: Made in the shade
Atlanta’s oldest park hosts the

16th annual Summer Shade Festi-
val, offering live music, food, arts
vendors, a 5K Run for the Park
and more as a fundraiser for the
Grant Park Conservancy.

Summer Shade Festival. August
25-26. Grant Park, corner of Chero-
kee Avenue and Sydney Street.
summershadefestival.org

Theater: Welcome
to the dollhouse

It’s hard to imagine a story get-
ting a more unlikely sequel than

Actor’s Express’ Freddie Ashley
directs “A Doll’s House Part 2.”
Photo by ELISSA EUBANKS
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Arlene Klostermann examines the artwork at H.C. Warner’s booth at the Grant
Park Summer Shade Festival. Photo by JONATHAN PHILLIPS

Henrik Ibsen’s classic 1879 play “A
Doll’s House.” Nevertheless, con-
temporary playwright Lucas Hnath
penned a follow-up more than a
century later that earned Tony
Awards and more laughs than one
might expect. Freddie Ashley di-
rects a co-production from Actor’s
Express and Aurora Theatre.

“A Doll’s House, Part 2.” Aug.
30-Sept. 30. Actor’s Express, 887 W.
Marietta St., Suite J-107. 404-607-
7469. actors-express.com

Festival: Sign of the tomes
The largest independent book

festival in the country, the Decatur
Book Festival hosts author read-
ings, writing workshops, poetry
slams, cooking demos, music and
more in one of the Atlanta areas’s
smartest, most laid-back events.

Decatur Book Festival. Aug.
31-Sep. 2. In and around Decatur
Square. decaturbookfestival.com■

Home Accessories · In-Home Design Services · Custom Furniture

5490 Peachtree Rd.
Chamblee, GA 30341

470-545-9095
Follow Us On Social Media

dutchmansdesigns.com
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soccerfandom

UNITE&CONQUER
After years of waiting, local soccer fans
rally around the Atlanta United flag.

Story by MURIEL VEGA | Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

A syou approach the long
exit escalator at the Georgia
Dome MARTA station on an
Atlanta United game night,

you’ll hear “A-T-L!” echo from a sea of
black-and-red-wearing fans. The chant has
become a signature of the followers of the
MLS soccer team since the !irst game in
March 2017.

Leaving the platform, you’ll share the
escalator with a melting pot of college stu-
dents, young millennial parents escorting
toddlers and their own parents, and even
a few fans over 60.

Compared to the appeal of the Braves,
Falcons and Hawks, Atlanta historically
has had a tepid reception toward soccer.
The Doraville-based Atlanta Silverbacks,
part of a lower-tier soccer league, were
the closest to a local team that city has
had.

But the excitement surrounding Atlanta
United reflects a long bottled-up desire
for a local major league team, says found-
ing supporter Scott Toney.

Toney became a fan of the sport while
watching European soccer champion-
ships and rooted for the DC United team

until Atlanta United came into the picture.
When rumors started that Atlanta would
get its own MLS soccer team, he started
following the news so he would have !irst
pick when the founding season passes
went on sale.

His wife, Keri, was initially skeptical as
she grew up an Alabama football fan. But
once she began attending Atlanta United
games, she found the energy irresistible.

“I was afraid I was going to get burned
out since we have season tickets, but I get
so excited now if there’s a match,” says
Keri. “All of our friends come out now
when we tailgate in the Gulch and cook
out. Then we do the big march into the
stadium with the drums and chanting.”

Toney follows mid!ielder and Para-
guayan-born Miguel Almiron along with
Venezuelan Josef Martínez, currently a
striker for the team and the lead scorer in
the league as of this writing.

Justin Sanderfer, who attends games
with his wife, Laura, also got on board
early. “Once I realized that this thing was
happening, I knew I wanted in,” Justin
says. “There will never be another chance
to be a supporter of a team from the be-
ginning, from the ground up.” »
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James D. Dixon III cel-
ebrates while watching
an away game with other
Atlanta United fans at The
Brewhouse in Little Five
Points.



soccerfandom

Pubs and bars such
as The Brewhouse
give Atlanta United
fans like James D.
Dixon III a place to
gather when the
team is out of town.



Above, The Brewhouse offers a signature libation for soccer fans. Below,
Patrick Anderson, Jim Herald and James D. Dixon III support the team.
Bottom, Bret Keyes and Conor Williams root for Atlanta United.

tlanta United fans, including Patrick Anderson, left, Jim Herald of
ecatur, center and James D. Dixon, III, right, gather at Brewhouse
nd all over the city for out of town games and often before intown
ames. (Jenni Girtman / Atlanta Event Photography)

tlanta United fans, including Bret Keyes, left, of Inman Park, and
onnor Williams, from Midtown, right, gather at Brewhouse with
ends and fans for out of soccer town games and often before
town games. (Jenni Girtman / Atlanta Event Photography)

»

Sanderfer is a proud owner of black
and red Atlanta United flag emblazoned
with “founding member” hanging
outside their home — just as many other
homes, restaurants and establishments
show the colors to support the team.
Bars declaring themselves “Atlanta Unit-
ed Of!icial Supporters” include the West
End’s Lean Draft House, Brewhouse
Cafe in Little Five Points and Midway in
the East Atlanta Village.

One of those founding member !ive-
stripe flags belongs to married couple
Johanna DeCotis Smith and Cole Smith,
whose love of soccer runs back to their
childhoods. Johanna used to play soccer
as a kid and renewed her interest when
she lived in South America in her early
20s. Cole used it as a way to connect to
people in new cities while growing up
as a U.S. military brat. Now they bring
their 10-month-old baby, Decio, often
dressed in an Atlanta United onesie, to
home games.

To immerse themselves on this newly
minted sports community, Johanna
and Cole joined Terminus Legion, the
self-proclaimed largest Atlanta United
supporters group in the city. With more
than 500 active members on Facebook,
the group organizes tailgating, give-
aways, watch parties and even soccer
games between members.

“Supporters groups are great for
being able to !ind your community even
when the team isn’t in town,” DeCotis
Smith says.

Owned and operated by Home Depot
co-founder Arthur Blank, the Atlanta
United FC team was announced by the
MLS League in 2014, with its !irst season
kicking off at Georgia Tech’s Bobby
Dodd Stadium in March of 2017. From
the outset, the fans were encouraged to
vote online for major decisions, from

“There will never
be another chance
to be a supporter
of a team from the
ground up.”
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soccerfandom

the color scheme to the team’s name.
That dedication could be felt during

their second season opener this past
March, when the team broke the league’s
single-match attendance record by hit-
ting the 72,000 attendees mark for the
third time, according to MLS reports.

“Last May marked one year from our
!irst game at Bobby Dodd,” says Jennifer
Donlon, who moved to Atlanta in 2016
and attends soccer games with her wife,
Heather Price. “I remember getting
goosebumps when everyone joined in
the ‘A-T-L’ chant and how much unity
already existed within the crowd.”

After a year at Bobby Dodd Stadium,
Atlanta United fans were ready to occupy
the brand new Mercedes-Benz Stadium
and start traditions of their own. In a nod
to the city’s railroad history, the Golden
Spike is signed before each game by the
players and supporters, then hammered
into a platform as a good luck ritual.

“Everyone had gone six months with-
out a game, and it was like a huge family
reunion,” says Laura Sanderfer. “The
energy was incredible; 72,000 people re-
leasing six months of pent-up excitement
made the stadium alive.”

Sanderfer reveals how they tailgate
in the Gulch, an undeveloped area near
the stadium, where old railroad lines go
through. “Everyone does it differently,
but we drive down a few hours early and
arrive about 30 minutes before tailgate
starts. We park in the Gulch, open the
back of the SUV and set up our tent and
camping chairs and table with drinks,
snacks, and sometimes, Jell-O shots. We
normally walk back and forth between

our car and the Terminus area to see our
friends and catch up.”

“When you see someone with a shirt
or a car magnet or a hat on that’s Atlanta
United, there’s this silent pride and ca-
maraderie that swells up. You’re passing
‘your people,’” Donlon says. “You don’t
know these people, they may be nothing
like you, but there’s this understanding
and respect and bond that’s there. It
sounds crazy, but any United fan read-
ing this will agree that they show a little
smile when they see the !ive stripes
across town.”■

insider tips »
• Don’t have a season pass? Keep an eye
on the Atlanta United site for affordable,
single-game tickets (ranging from $25-
$40) for home games. The last home
game of 2018 is Oct. 21 against the Chi-
cago Fire.

• Know that Mercedes-Benz stadium does
not allow bags that are not clear, so pur-
chase a clear bag before attending a
game and skip the check-in line.

“72,000 people releasing six months of pent-
up excitement made the stadium alive.”

Above left, the roof of Mercedes-Benz Sta-
dium opens as Atlanta United fans support
the team during a June 2 match against
the Philadelphia Union. Above right, fans
pose outside the stadium before a 2017
game against the Montreal Impact. Right,
fans wave “Resurgence” banners during the
match against the Philadelphia Union.

Photos by CURTIS COMPTON and BRANDEN CAMP
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histor icmarket

Curbappeal
The Sweet Auburn Curb Market’s
“Municipal Market” sign nods to
its original name. Below, a June
1924 drawing of the Municipal
Market at Edgewood. Kenan Research
Center at the Atlanta History Center



The SweetAuburnCurbMarket retains historicflavor
while cultivating fresh newbusinesses.

Story by H.M. CAULEY | Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

One hundred years ago, what’s now known
as the Sweet Auburn Curb Market at 209
Edgewood Ave. was more than an intown
grocery. It started to resolve a problem cre-
ated by a catastrophe.

Flash back to downtown circa 1917. The Great At-
lanta Fire swept across the district, consuming about
2,000 homes in a 200-acre swath. While residents
were struggling to recover, local farmers set up a
tent, started doing business and soon found a loyal
following.

It wasn’t long before a more permanent arrange-
ment was needed. The Atlanta Women’s Club took
on the project and started raising funds for a !ire-
proof building. That red-brick structure, designed
by A. Ten Eyck Brown (who also created the 1914
Fulton County courthouse), opened in May 1924 as

the Municipal Market of Atlanta. Seafood, meats,
vegetables, flowers, cheeses and more were offered
to shoppers — including African-American buyers,
who were permitted inside. But black vendors were
relegated to the curb outside, a policy reflected in
the market’s current name.

From that illustrious start, the market has seen its
share of ups and downs. As the downtown neighbor-
hoods around it deteriorated, so did the inventory
and number of vendors. Over the years, various
efforts were made to renew interest in the proper-
ty. Former President Bill Clinton did his part in the
1990s, when he dropped by to discuss urban rede-
velopment and wound up waxing poetic about the
sweet potato pies at the Sweet Auburn Bread Compa-
ny stall. A rebranding effort came up with the “Sweet
Auburn Curb Market” name as a nod to its roots and »

The Sweet Auburn Curb Market includes more than two dozen merchants, including restaurants, bakeries, retail shops and
places to buy fresh produce, meat and seafood. Photo by KATIE KING

August 2018 • LIVING 19



the surrounding Sweet Auburn neighborhood.
After serving for decades as a downtown landmark,

the Sweet Avenue Curb Market made a major leap
with the appointment of Pam Joiner as manager 14
years ago, as well as the trends of the farm-to-table
movement. Today, it’s become not just a market but
an incubator for small food businesses that have found
followings beyond downtown.

Joiner’s !irst market encounter was as an auditor
who found the operation in serious disarray. “There
was no organization,” she recalls. “The building need-
ed a lot of TLC. But it was historic, and being from
New Orleans, I believe you don’t mess with history. So
when they asked me to stay on as the manager, I knew
it would be hard. I had no idea what managing a public
market would be like, but I’d been a single mother for
a long time and had learned to be a cash-flow expert.”

A $1.8 million federal grant paid for repairs and
upgraded systems. But getting the right mix of vendors
posed a different challenge.

“There’s a cool funkiness to it that either you get

or you don’t,” Joiner says. “We also have a no-chain
policy, so one of the !irst things I did was get rid of the
Subway and Pizza Hut.”

For the crowds who elbow their way to the Pan-
bury’s counter for meat pies or line up for a meat-
and-three plate from Metro Deli, the cool funkiness
translates into affordably priced, unfussy food that’s
made fresh every day. At lunch, lab-coated Grady staff-
ers stand in line with Georgia State students and state
employees before taking seats at nearby metal tables.
Amid the bustle are produce stands bursting with col-
orful, local vegetables; seafood cases packed with !ish
on ice; and meat stalls where butchers will chop just
the right weight of ribs for a weekend barbecue.

Many companies that began there have expanded
beyond the brick walls while keeping a presence at
the market. Grindhouse Killer Burgers has two other
city locations and a third in Athens. Arepa Mia has
branched out to Avondale Estates, and Bell Street sells
in Buckhead, Midtown and Inman Park.

“I’d been to these types of markets in Los Angeles

The Sweet Auburn Curb Market puts fresh produce on display.

»

histor icmarket
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The exterior of the
Sweet Auburn Curb
Market reflects the
options available at
the nearly 100-year
old mainstay of
Downtown Atlanta.
Photo by PHIL SKINNER



and Philadelphia, and this was the closest
thing,” says Grindhouse founder Alex Broun-
stein, who took over a corner of the market
in 2009. “I didn’t know anything about the
restaurant business except that I liked it, and
since the space was cheap, I decided to try it
myself. I didn’t even have a name, but I knew
everybody likes burgers, and they don’t need
to be expensive. That was in the days when
food courts weren’t much of a thing, but now
they’re booming.”

A weekly pop-up program provides tables
for fledgling vendors to get their pies, popsicles
and other products in front of the public. Many
are hoping one of the 30 vendors will outgrow
their spaces, making room for new ventures.
But some, such as Tilapia Express owner Far-
rah Abdi, aren’t going anywhere.

“I live in Stone Mountain, but I love it here,”
says Abdi, who for 16 years has been dishing
up fried, baked and blackened !ish alongside
chicken wings and po’ boys. “I had a small
sandwich shop on Auburn Avenue years ago,
and when this space opened, I took it.”

The addition of City Provisions, a
5,500-square-foot space packed with craft
goods not sold in the main market, adds an-
other opportunity for positive growth while

Arepa Mia serves South American cuisine at one
of the market’s many food counters.

histor icmarket

Putting
you in your
landscape.

CALLUSTODAY:

404.309.7175
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providing more purchasing options for buyers.
“In 2012, our revenue was $7 million; in

2016, it was $9.5 million,” says Joiner, who
expects even better numbers for 2017. Through
sales and special events revenue (there’s even
been a wedding reception), the market can stay
on a self-sustaining course.

“The city owns the land and the building,
but we hold our own,” she says. “And that’s
without beer or wine or being open for din-
ner.”

Joiner lives in Fairlie-Poplar and advocates
for the Curb Market even when off the clock.

“This is where my neighbors should shop,”
she says. “This place has a story to tell, and I’m
always telling it.”

Sweet Auburn Curb Market. 209 Edgewood
Ave. 404-659-1665. municipalmarketatl.com■

insider tips »
• If walking to the market is not an option, you can
park in the adjacent lot (parking is validated for
one hour) or take the Atlanta Streetcar, which
stops across from the main entrance.

• To sample the sweet potato pies that Bill Clin-
ton enjoyed, the Sweet Auburn Bread Company is
now located about two blocks from the market at
234 Auburn Ave.

The Sweet Auburn Curb Market serves colorful
peppers and other fresh produce.

YOU’RE
HAPPILY
READY...
to downsize
and simplify!

Call us today to see
how we can help you
keep SMILING!
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404-377-1944
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404-296-0285

Men’s Fashions
404-634-6995

Finders Keepers Consignments | fkconsign.com

AVONDALE ESTATES • DECATUR

Fashions, Accessories
and Home Furnishings

on Consignment.



cat cafe Java Cats Cafe finds success by
pairing cats with caffeine.

loversforcoffeeCatnip

All suitable for adoption, residents
of Grant Park’s Java Cats Cafe
hang out in the Cat Room and
mingle with coffee drinkers.



Story by HAISTEN WILLIS
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

»

A former Georgia State
student, Hadyn Hilton owns
and operates Java Cat
Cafe in Grant Park and has
recently opened a second
location in Marietta. Every so often, certain unexpected combi-

nations work just right. French fries and a
Frosty. Chicken and waffles. Whatever it is
that goes into a Bloody Mary.

Hadyn Hilton stumbled on one such
pairing while working on a class project.

A Georgia State University "ilm student at the
time, she began researching the phenomenon
of YouTube cat videos and discovered a concept
known as a “cat cafe.” Patrons pay a fee to sip coffee
and hang out with cute, adoptable cats. If a kitty
catches their eye, they can take it home.

Hilton learned that cat cafes are popular across
the globe in places as far away as Taiwan. To her
surprise, there wasn’t a single one operating in
Atlanta.

After briefly working at a coffee shop to sharpen
her barista skills, in 2017 she dropped out of Geor-
gia State just a few credits shy of graduation to open
Java Cats Cafe in Grant Park. She clawed up enough
business to open a second location one year later,
with a Marietta Java Cats opening over the summer.

Nearly two dozen cats can be found lounging in
the Grant Park kitty room. Hilton, now a successful
entrepreneur well ahead of her 30th birthday, says
the feline friends are like catnip for customers.
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cat cafe

At Java Cats, patrons pay $10 for one hour hanging
out with felines. The price includes a drink from the
full-service coffee shop operating in an adjacent room.
The cafe serves a good purpose as well: She’s seen
more than 250 cats adopted in 15 months.

Some may be surprised at the rapid rise of Java
Cats, but Hilton’s mother, Sheila Hutchins, isn’t one of
them. The Douglasville resident instilled a love of ani-
mals in her daughter from a young age. During Hilton’s
childhood, the family cared for not just cats and dogs,
but possums and squirrels as well.

“All of her life we’ve had rescues,” says Hutchins, a
frequent Java Cats visitor. “She has followed her heart.
Hadyn has always been strong-willed, and it paid off in
the end.”

Hilton loves all animals, but likes cats in particular
for their famously detached demeanor.

“Dogs will become friendly with almost anyone in
an instant,” Hilton says. “You have to really earn that
trust with cats.”

Of Java Cats’ eight employees, six have adopted at
least one cat. Hilton tries not to get attached to the in-
house cats, though it does happen. She teaches them
tricks to show their personalities, especially the often
hard-to-adopt black cats.

Hilton also aggressively pushes Java Cats through
social media, spending six hours a day on platforms
like Facebook and Instagram.

Kira Cole is one Java Cats social media success story.
The Atlanta resident learned of Java Cats through one

of Hilton’s Facebook posts and came in for a visit with
her boyfriend, Connor O’Neal. A cat fell asleep in
O’Neal’s lap, and 15 minutes after walking through the
entrance they were !illing out adoption papers for an
all-black cat soon named Ichabod, or “Icky” for short.

It was what might be termed an impulse buy. Cole
left the cafe at near 10 p.m. with no pet supplies at
home. Hilton set the couple up with food and a few
toys for the short-term, along with a cardboard carry-
ing case.

Cole, who works at a veterinarian’s of!ice, has be-
come a Java Cats regular, meeting friends there for cof-
fee even when they aren’t planning on seeing any cats.
She used to consider herself more of a dog person, but
the cat cafe, and Ichabod, changed her mind.

“He’s really spunky and still a little on the small
side,” Cole says of her new pet. “Ichabod is a little
weird. He wouldn’t be our cat if he wasn’t weird
though. He’s the coolest and we love him.”

Incidentally, Java Cats is by no means BYOC: Patrons
cannot bring their own cats inside to hang out, though
they’re certainly welcome to leave with one.

Java Cats Café. 415-C Memorial Drive, Atlanta; 85 At-
lanta St., Marietta. 404-305-7575. JavaCatsCafe.com ■

insider tips »
• The cat room usually has more than means the eye:
Nearly two dozen can be in residence at a given time,
although they may be hidden in the room’s nooks and
crannies.

Java Cat Cafe owner Ha-
dyn Hilton visits with one
of the coffeehouse felines.
Up to two dozen cats can
be on site at a given time.



Kyle, of Lilburn, GA, has always been a huge dinosaur lover. His
love of dinosaurs amplified after learning that the dinosaur foot-
prints found in Australia inspired Steven Spielberg’s “Jurassic
Park”. Kyle always wished to visit Australia. That wish became less
likely when, at the age of 11, Kyle was diagnosed with bone cancer.

Throughout the uncertainty in his battle with cancer, Kyle maintained
a positive attitude and encouraged other kids in the hospital to do the
same. “Whenever it was time to go to the hospital, he never complained,”
said hismom.Over two years, Kyle completed nine rounds of chemother-
apy and had surgery to remove the tumor in his arm. He faced six
months of physical therapy but in true Kyle fashion, he completed
it in two. All of the struggles Kyle faced became more bearable after
learning he would receive the gift of a wish come true. That wish
would take Kyle and his family to Australia.

Thanks to a donation by Bristol-Myers Squibb, Kyle’s wish became a
reality. For the second consecutive year, Bristol-Myers Squibb made
a seven-figure charitable funding contribution to Make-A-Wish®. The
company’s generosity has helped provide transformational wish

experiences for more than 260 kids battling cancer over the
past two years.

Going to Australia was a full circle moment for Kyle and his fam-
ily. Especially when Kyle was finally able to see dinosaur footprints,
just like the ones in “Jurassic Park”. “We were the first people to see
the bones uncovered, which was incredible and amazing. If only you
could have seenKyle’s face - I have never seen him so happy. Hiswish
renewed our spirit and gave us the chance to replace memories of
heartache with the happiness of collecting dinosaur bones in the
Outback,” said Kyle’s mom.

Since hiswish, Kyle has set his eyes on even bigger dreams. “Hiswish
created new hope for Kyle. He nowwants to be a biomedical engineer
in Australia, so he can help other kids with cancer. On his off days,
he would go to the Outback and look for dinosaur bones,” continued
his mom. Kyle is still inspiring others by being an advocate for kids
battling cancer. He is now cancer-free.

Thank you Bristol-Myers Squibb!

I wIsh to go to AustrAlIA

Kyle, 11
B!n" Canc"#
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oon, these dog days of summer will subside. Yet
there’s still outdoor enjoyment to be had in the
coming months and after fall arrives. This mag-
azine’s arts preview gives readers an assortment

of things to do and places to go. Our feature on the oldest
housemuseum in Atlanta will delight history buffs and sto-
rytelling fans. Another story spotlights a new performing
arts center, where upcoming productions of musicals and
internationally acclaimed entertainers are only part of the
programming. We also have unsung venues to share, with
art, comedy, dance andmore for you to explore.

— ADRIANNE MURCHISON

c

music

Arts
INTHEmaking
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film
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It’s showtime
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The Sandy Springs
Performing Arts Cen-
ter can be seen aglow
at night by passersby
on Roswell Road.



‘Regards to Broadway’
The venue is ideal for the

entertainment they’ve booked,
Daly adds. A main attraction is
City Center Theatre Company, an
entity that came about after an im-
promptu suggestion at a good-bye
lunch for a friend in the theater
scene.

City Springs Theatre co-found-
ers Jan Collins and Peggy and Jerry
Stapleton are longtime Sandy
Springs residents and supporters
of Atlanta Lyric Theatre in Mari-
etta. Last December, they learned
that Lyric’s much-admired artistic
director, Brandt Blocker, would be
moving to Hong Kong.

For years, the trio had dreams
of one day bringing Lyric to Sandy
Springs. The theater company
considered Sandy Springs be-
fore moving to Marietta from its
Atlanta home, Collins says. With
Blocker’s departure, their hopes
were dashed.

“But during our good-bye lunch
for Brandt, he said, ‘You all need
to start your own theater compa-
ny, ‘“ Collins recalls. “It was so
spontaneous.”

Blocker offered to be an advisor
in the new venture and make
fairly frequent returns to Sandy
Springs. The founders jumped at
the opportunity and named him
executive/artistic director. Block-
er grew Atlanta Lyric Theatre’s
subscriptions substantially during
his 10-year tenure. He’s regarded
as a multi-award-winning artist
in his native New Orleans, where
he spearheaded productions and

ar tspreview

5 upcoming events
• Branford Marsalis: Aug. 11
• National Geographic Live
featuring photographer
Steve Winter: Aug. 14

• Sutton Foster: Aug. 19
• City Springs Theatre
presents “42nd Street”:
Sept. 14-23

• Roswell Dance Theatre’s
“The Nutcracker”:
Nov.23-Dec. 2

The lobby space of the
1,100-seat Byers Theatre and
350-seat Studio Theatre can be
used for special events.
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insider tips »
• Natalie Barrow, City Springs Theatre Co.’s managing director of education and
outreach, is partnering with Atlanta arts organizations and national artists for
Northside programs that benefit underserved youths and aspiring actors from
pre-K to college. Some events might include young actors staging productions
for senior centers, Barrow says. “We want to get kids on stage performing so
they can explore that process,” she adds. Barrow is the former director of arts
education for Cobb Energy Performing Arts Centre’s ArtsBridge Foundation.

• Pianist Simone Dinnerstein’s recent projects include her 2017 album “Mozart
in Havana,” which she recorded in Cuba with the Havana Lyceum Orchestra. A
moving piano concerto written for Dinnerstein by composer Phillip Glass was
recently recorded with A Far Cry ensemble. The album, “Circles: Piano Concer-
tos by Bach + Glass,” is available on iTunes. The pianist performs “Concerto
No. 3” with orchestras across the U.S. and internationally this year, including
with the London Symphony Orchestra. simonedinnerstein.com

marketing for several theater
companies.

His work is already paying off in
Sandy Springs. Folks are buying
season tickets for City Springs
Theatre Company’s productions
of “42nd Street,” “Elf the Musi-
cal,” “South Paci!ic,” “Billy Elliot”
and “Hairspray.”

Early on, the goal was to sell
500 season tickets, Collins says.
Instead, initial sales yielded 3,500
subscribers.

Most sales were by Sandy
Springs residents, which City
Springs Theatre targets.

“Of course we want others to
come in,” Blocker says. “But we
also want them to continue to sup-
port theaters in their own back-
yards, as well. We want to make
sure that we all succeed.”

Mindful of nearby Act 3 Produc-
tions and Georgia Ensemble The-
atre, Blocker says there’s an effort
to schedule productions on dates
that do not fall on days when other
Northside venues have shows.

Shuler Hensley is City Springs
Theatre Company’s associate artis-
tic director. The Broadway, TV and
film actor is a Marietta native. He’s
currently portraying Sir Toby Belch
in “The Twelfth Night” for Shake-
speare in the Park in New York City.

The Marietta resident plays a
role in deciding on City Springs’
musical productions, in addition
to !inding directors and actors.
“I’ve always wanted to be in-
volved in a new company from the
ground up and help to establish
principles of the company,” Hens-
ley says. His mother, Iris Hensley,
is founder of Georgia Ballet.

Hensley envisions Sandy
Springs as a regional theater hub
where well-known New York
actors, perhaps on a break from
other projects, come down and
perform in City Springs shows.

The new performing arts center
and theater company gives high
school students and young adult
actors additional opportunities to
perform locally. Hensley would
like City Springs Theatre to be an
avenue to help young, local actors
land parts in New York. He is the

namesake for the Shuler Awards,
which honors excellence in Geor-
gia high school musical theater,
and performs with students
during the annual awards show.

“There is really no difference
in talent,” he says. “The kids in
Georgia are just as talented [as
New York]. The idea that you have
to go to New York to make it ... you

can make it anywhere.”
The leadership and lineup of

shows has the community ener-
gized, Daly says.

“I think it’s important to know
that a lot of people have been
watching this project with very
close interest on programming to
see what options they have,” Daly
says. “And the theater company
has certainly made a big splash.”

Sandy Springs Performing
Arts Center. 1 Galambos Way,
Sandy Springs. 770-730-5600.
citysprings.com■

“I’ve alwayswanted to be involved in a new company from the ground up and
help to establish principles of the company.” SHULERHENSLEY, associate artistic director

Performers Trey Getz and Arielle
Geller provide a first look at cos-
tumes for the upcoming musical
“42nd Street.”
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MarqueeClubmakes itsmark
insider tip » In addition to corporate, non-corpo-
rate and Broadway in Atlanta subscriber memberships,
non-members can access limited, first-come, first-served
passes to the Marquee Club for select events.

he Fox Theatre’s newMarquee Club is aptly
named: The $10million expansion includes a
restored rooftop terrace that stands just above the
level of the movie palace’s marquee. The “x” in
the famous “Fox” sign seems almost within reach.

The open-air patio lacks the altitude or spa-
ciousness of, say, Ponce City Market’s rooftop venues,
but it offers special excitement for fans of the movie
palace as one of Atlanta’s crown jewels. Visiting the
terrace offers a fresh perspective above Peachtree Street,
an impressive view of the neighboring skyscrapers and a
chance to feel connected to the theater’s 89-year history.

“The Fox had a roof-level terrace when it opened, so
this is a chance to restore it to its original glory,” says
Laura Zimbrick, corporate and premium partnership
manager.

Offering public access to the roof for the first time in
nearly 65 years, the terrace is like the tip of the iceberg —
the visible portion that hints at the Marquee Club’s larger
interior. At 10,000 square feet, the club is more spacious
than the Fox’s Grand Salon or Egyptian Ballroom, and

features a total of five bars on themain level, mezzanine
and upper level, including a covered, open-air beer gar-
den for refreshments before and after shows.

Atlanta-based architecture firm Lord Aeck Sargent
extends the Moorish, Arabian and Art Deco designs of
the rest of facility, and includes a chandelier with more
than 200 hand-blown glass shapes, 71 pieces of furni-
ture created by Tucker’s Corn Upholstery Co. and con-
tributions from almost 50 other Georgia-based vendors.

Opening last May, the Marquee Club expanded into
space previously occupied by a jazz club and retail
businesses. Its additions now allow Fox visitors to
enjoy the theater outside and in.

Fox Theatre. 660 Peachtree St. 885-285-8499.
foxtheatre.org■

— CURT HOLMAN
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RETURN TO
FALL

Jessica Assef & Moisés Martín. Photo by Rachel Neville.

Groups of 10+, email
groupsales@atlantaballet.com
for assistance.

Visit atlantaballet.com for tickets.

September 14–16, 2018
Featuring dance visionary Jiř! Kylián’s Return to a
Strange Land, a world premiere by rising Brazilian
choreographer Ricardo Amarante & a special
performance by Czech National Ballet.
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Story by CURT HOLMAN

oncourse B is where
the magic is,” says
cellist Jenn Cornell.
“Each concourse has a
different energy, and

they’re always changing, day by day.”
Even when encumbered by her cello and

amplifier, the musician moves efficiently
through Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport on aWednesdaymorning.
On arriving at Concourse B, she finds one of
her favorite spots at the top of a set of esca-
lators, near several food franchises.

Musicin the air

artspreview



“Jenn amazes people.
She does all that looping,

so it’s like there’s three
cellos at one time ...”

CHESTERCOOK,

ATLmusic programmanager

She performs at multiple places
in the airport during a given week,
including the domestic terminal
atrium and the other concourses,
but particularly likes Concourse B’s
balance of available seating, foot
traffic and overall energy.

Cornell sets up her instrument
next to an easel for the airport’s
ATL/music program, plugs the am-
plifier into a column and is ready
for take-off. When she launches
into “Wild Horses,” a Latin-in-
flected original composition, the
atmosphere instantly changes.

By design, you seldom notice
music in public places. Whether
pre-recorded Muzak or mellow
live performances, such tunes are
meant to pacify the passersby as
unobtrusively as possible.

Cornell’s contribution is em-
phatically not background music,
but immediately arresting. Barely
keeping seated atop her ampli%i-
er, she vigorously works the bow,
rocking back and forth in time.
She freely uses her cello as a per-
cussion instrument, rhythmically
tapping it with her hand or creat-
ing a castanet-like sound with her
bow. She operates a looper with
her foot, giving her the freedom
to record a dramatic chord and
repeat it, so she can accompany
herself by plucking the strings.

“Jenn amazes people. She does
all that looping, so it’s like there’s
three cellos at one time, and a
drum,” says Chester Cook, the
Atlanta Airport charity liaison
manager and manager of the ATL/
music program.

Cornell is one of the airport’s
retinue of 20musicians, including »

Cellist Jenn Cornell entertains
people in the atrium of Harts-
field-Jackson International Air-
port. Photo by BOB ANDRES

August 2018 • LIVING 37



saxophonists, guitarists, violinists,
pianists and steel drummers. In
their separate shifts, they collective-
ly perform 30 times a week from 7
a.m. to 7 p.m. on weekdays and 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends.

According to Cook, the airport
began themusic program in 2015
as a way to enhance the passenger
experience. “Music is universal,”
Cook says. “It draws attention and
affects everybody. Passengers,

employees at retail stores — it puts
them all in a positive state of mind.”

Following an initial slate of
auditions, Cook says that the
musicians were narrowed down
by the speci"ic requirements for
performing at the world’s busiest
airport: “Can you work all day
during the day, at our sched-
ule? Are you mobile? It’s hard to
move a 5-foot harp, for example,
without damaging it. Can you do a

performance of 1-2 hours without
needing sheet music or props?”

The program began during the
busy Thanksgiving weekend of
2015, and Cornell started the fol-
lowing January while in a creative
transition. Originally from Hack-
ettstown, N.J., the UGA graduate
and longtime Atlanta resident had
previously performed with the
now defunct duo Montana Skies.
(Look up their nearly 10-minute
jam of “House of the Rising Sun” if
you want to be impressed.)

“I didn’t know when I start-
ed that I would love it so much,
connecting with new people and
transforming their time here for
the moments that I’m playing,”
Cornell says.

Some musicians might view
the airport as a distracting venue,
filled with business travelers and
families too intent on getting from

“I didn’t knowwhen I started that Iwould love it so
much, connectingwith new people and transforming
their time here for themoments that I’m playing.”
JENNCORNELL,airport cellist

ar tspreview
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one place to another to pay atten-
tion to the music. Cornell finds that
all the bustle and activity enhances
her performance. “It’s something
I’ve gotten accustomed to and feed
off,” she says. “I enjoy the space
and the travelers, and people who
just pass and say ‘Wow, I didn’t
expect that! That’s great.’”

Watching her, Cornell seems
capable of running a gamut from
virtuoso Bach to arena rock, but de-
scribes her musical style as progres-
sive, groove-oriented, crossover
jazz that differs frommost cello
players.

“It has a structure, but I impro-
vise,” she says. And it seems the
surroundings add to her melodies.
“I pick themusic based on what I’m
reading aroundme, even the pace
of their steps. I’ve been doing that
in my shows, too. I’ll know the first
two or three songs of my set, and

the last one, and in between play
whatever feels right.”

She draws most of her current
repertoire from her original com-
positions, but plays occasional
covers, including a compelling
arrangement of the theme from
the Atlanta-#ilmed Netflix series
“Stranger Things.”

Chatting between sets, Cor-
nell admits she has to rein in her
instinct to pump up the volume.
“I’m predisposed to really like loud
music, feeling it in my chest ...”

Abruptly, a new fan leans in to
blurt, “You’re fabulous! I hope
you’re here when I come back!”

Cornell graciously thanks her,
accustomed to such moments,
and smoothly resumes “... so I
have to be aware of the loudness
when I’m here. I ask them at the
Delta information desk to let me
know if I’m too loud.”

The Atlanta airport accom-
modates an estimated 250,000
travelers a day, so if even a 10th of
that sees Cornell, that gives her a
daily audience of 25,000 people,
with turnover every few minutes.
Cornell has met such celebrities
as Sinbad, encountered childhood
friends and jammed with musi-
cians in transit.

“This is another bene#it they
have: They pick up gigs,” Cook
says. “A violin player might pick
up a wedding or two.”

When she’s not entertaining

passengers during her shifts at the
airport, Cornell serves as a faculty
member of the Community Music
Centers of Atlanta, has performed
for such TV shows as “The Vampire
Diaries” and is writing material for
an album. Non-travellers can see
her perform at a more traditional
venue, The Velvet Note in Al-
pharetta, with two shows on Oct. 5.

The airport tends to be busier on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays,
so Wednesday morning is light by
comparison, but there’s still a con-
stant stream of people. Some pass
by dragging luggage and/or chil-
dren without stopping. Some slow
down long enough to watch Cornell
over their shoulders. Many linger
in a circle, with plenty holding
up their phones to capture some
video. Google “Airport cellist” and
you’re likely to see clips of Cornell.

Then they go on their way to the
next phase of their journey, wheth-
er toward the departure gates or
ground transportation. But thanks
to Cornell’s music, they’ve already
been transported.■

insider tips »
• If you’ve seen musicians at the air-

port and want to know more about
them, the new website ATL.com/
music provides bios and clips.

• Cornell also plays at such
MARTA stations as Five Points
several times a month.
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hile some outdoor con-
cert series are winding
down for the unofficial
end of summer, others

on the Northside continue into Sep-
tember, and even October. Here’s a
rundown of music stylings that you
can look forward to.

Sounds ofmusic
1. Home by Dark Series — Chukkar Farm

Guest country music singer-songwriters join Home by
Dark musicians including host and drummer James Casto.
Nashville-based artists Rebecca Correia, Cindy Morgan and
Danny Mitchell are upcoming performers at the landscaped
farm that overlooks a polo field. The venue opens 90 minutes
before showtime. Tables are at the ready for concert-goers’
dinnerware, food and beverages. Ticket prices range from
$23 for general admission to $393 for a table for 10. 1140 Liber-
ty Grove Road, Alpharetta. 675-665-0040. homebydark.com

Story by ADRIANNE MURCHISON | Map by ELIZABETH LANDT

»
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3. Summer Concert
Series — Johns Creek

Longtime Atlanta rockers Banks
and Shane perform in the weekend
music series in September. Johns
Creek Symphony Orchestra closes
out the event in October at the Mark
Burkhalter Park Amphitheater. Food
trucks will park nearby, and beer and
wine will be for sale. 3150 Old Alabama
Road. 678-512-3261. johnscreekga.gov

2. Home by Dark Series
— Brook Street Park
James Casto performs with his

fellow Home by Dark musicians
and background singers in free
concerts in the heart of Alpharet-
ta’s new City Center development.
Country music singer-songwriter
Victoria Banks, a Canadian Coun-
try Music Award winner, joins the
band in September. East Lawn at
City Hall, 2 Park Plaza, Alpharetta.
675-665-0040. homebydark.com

The Roosevelts

James Casto

Photo by JASON GETZ

Banks and Shane
Photo courtesy of Banks Burgess

42 LIVING • August 2018



6. Glover Park
Concert Series —
Marietta Square

The final two concerts
of the season bring a
dance party with the
Crystal Clear Band and
soulful soft rock per-
formed by the Mustangs.
Blankets and lawn chairs
are welcome. Reserved
tables for six and eight
people are available for
$55 and $65, respec-
tively. Historic Marietta
Square, 50 N. Park
Square, Marietta. 770-
794-5601. mariettaga.gov

5. Sundays on the River
— Chattahoochee Nature Center

Serenity sets the stage for Sunday evening
concerts. Tour the grounds before the show, lay
out your blankets and unpack your basket of
delectable delights, or grab an available table.
Alcoholic beverages are not allowed, however a
cash bar will be open. The Electromatics, as well
as Ben Sollee and Kentucky Native, perform the
"inal two shows of the season. 9135 Willeo Road,
Roswell. 770-992-2055. chattnaturecenter.org

7. Concerts by the
Springs — Heritage
Sandy Springs

If you loved the ’80s, pop tribute
band Electric Avenue will be quite a
treat in August, bringing tunes by the
likes of Wham!, INXS, Duran Duran
and even David Bowie. In Septem-
ber, here comes Bogey and the Vice-
roy band with song list that shifts
from “Fly Me to the Moon” to hits by
Earth, Wind and Fire. The concert
is held on the Sandy Springs Society
Entertainment Lawn and stage. 6110
Blue Stone Road, Sandy Springs. 404-
851-1111. heritagesandysprings.org ■

Electric Avenue’s
Kevin Spencer (left)
and Jordan Shalhoup

Photo by JONATHAN PHILLIPS

Ben Sollee

Photo by ERIKA RICH
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dance
Story by PAMELA A. KEENE
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

oon after they met in the late 1990s, Lindy
Dannelley and Laurel Lawson built a friend-
ship on their shared love of theater, music and
performance.

Both had performed on stage since they were
young. Dannelley pursued a career in theater manage-
ment and worked for many years with such Atlanta
companies as Stage Door Players. Lawson trained as an
actress, flautist, singer and pianist, but not a dancer.

“When I was growing up, little girls in wheelchairs
didn’t go to ballet class,” says Lawson, who was born

with a disability. Instead, she pursued music and
sports, including wheelchair basketball.

After Dannelley was diagnosed with sacroiliac joint
dysfunction in the early 2000s, Lawson kept by her side.
The friendship led Dannelley to Full Radius Dance, a pro-
fessional company based in Atlanta for dancers with and
without disabilities who perform around the world.

“I went to see Laurel perform with Full Radius
Dance and I was floored,” Dannelley says. “I realized
that there was so much more that I could do, so I start-
ed going to the Full Radius Dance Fridays, which was
open to anyone who wanted to learn to dance. I had
always loved dance, but once I was using a wheelchair,
I hadn’t imagined that I could. Boy, was I wrong.” »

Extending beyond the limits
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She was offered an apprentice-
ship and has now been a member
of the professional company for
more than eight years.

Founder, choreographer and
executive director of Full Radius
Dance, Douglas Scott earned his
Bachelor of Fine Arts in theater
and dance from Western Kentucky
University. He was lured to Atlanta

in 1984 by an article in Southern
Living magazine that described
the city as “the New York of the
South.” He danced with sever-
al professional organizations,
including Ruth Mitchell Dance
Company, before starting his own.

Originally called Dance Force Inc.
in 1990 and featuring performers
without disabilities, the company

transitioned to Full Radius Dance
in 1998 to provide a platform for a
diverse group of dancers to perform
professionally in a physically inte-
grated environment.

“I attended a workshop led by
Cleveland’s Dancing Wheels, the
country’s oldest continuously
working company focusing on
physically integrated dance for

“I had always loved dance, but once Iwas using awheelchair,
I hadn’t imagined that I could. Boy,was I wrong.” LINDY DANNELLEY, performer
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dancers with and without disabil-
ities,” Scott says. “Following that,
I was fortunate enough to be cho-
sen by VSA Arts of Georgia to train
with two other dancers to teach
physically integrated dance here
in Atlanta. At the end of a year, I
was the only teacher left.”

Scott found his sense of mission.
“My eyes were opened, and I knew
that we needed to create a profes-
sional dance company and to pro-
vide training for whoever wanted
to come into the studio, regardless
of their physical abilities. And I
realized that just because a danc-

er’s body doesn’t look or move like
mine, that doesn’t negate their
artistic technique,” he says. “Our
work is predicated on understand-
ing disability as part of human
diversity and in physically inte-
grated dance as an art form that
celebrates the equal use of dancers
with and without disabilities.”

“When people hear about us,
they think that we just push each
other around or be pushed by
other dancers on stage, but that’s
not the case at all,” Dannelley
says. The dancers with disabilities
study speci!ic techniques such as

wheelies, spins, one-wheel stands
and other movements, sometimes
supported by the dancers without
disabilities and sometimes alone.

For instance, the piece “So,
Do You Know What You’re Doing
Now” premiered in the 2016-17
season and has been staged in var-
ious locations, including New York
and Atlanta. Six dancers — three
with disabilities and three without
— perform partner lifts and spins,
leaps, and other movements to a
blend of contemporary music.

“Once you’ve watched our per-
formance for a bit, most people

Above, Full Radius Dance performer Mason Diaz finishes McKenzie Beaver-
son’s make-up before rehearsal. Below, Laurel Lawson (left) works on some fi-
nal costume details for colleague DeMarco Sleeper.

»

August 2018 • LIVING 47



ar tspreview

become immersed in the choreography and are
able to move beyond their preconceptions about
disability,” Dannelley says.

The professional company varies from six to nine
dancers, depending on the works being performed.
While many of the dancers with disabilities use
wheelchairs, other dancers have performed using
crutches, prosthetics or power chairs.

Lawson says that time on stage is a small part of
the commitment of the dancers. “That moment
on stage is about 1 percent of what we do,” she
says. “It’s really about time in the studio, practice,
training and discipline.”

In addition to rehearsals, dancers must be
in good physical shape. “We go to other dance
classes and have our own personal workouts,”
Dannelley says. “I also swim regularly, and I get
to the pool along a 4-mile wheelchair-accessible
track from my home. Just like any other dancers,
we need to be at peak !itness.”

The work combines dance technique, discipline
and teamwork. “We couldn’t do this if we didn’t have
that level of trust,” says Lawson, who has danced
with Full Radius for 14 years and is the company’s
senior company dancer. “It’s highly collaborative

Lindy Dannelley, right, heads to the stage to rehearse with Full Radi-
us Dance, which includes disabled and non-disabled dancers.
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insider tip » Full Radius Dance welcomes par-
ticipation in classes and workshops. The group’s
Summer Intensive offers the opportunity to learn
about Full Radius Dance Technique, physically inte-
grated dance, choreography and teaching, plus part-
nering. The dates for the 2018 Summer Intensive
are Aug. 12-18; space is limited. fullradiusdance.org

between the dancers and the choreographer.”
Full Radius Dance performs at venues including

Atlanta’s Modern Dance Festival in May, interna-
tional events, school groups and symposia, rang-
ing from rural Georgia to Seoul, Korea.

“We still face skepticism from people who hear
about us,” Scott says. “But once they see our
performances, it’s all about dancers, the passion,
the creativity and the dance. It’s been such a joy
to work with this talented company and help open
people’s eyes to the possibilities.”

Dannelley is quick to point out that perceptions
of frailty or helplessness are far from the truth.
“Whether I’m in the grocery store doing my own
shopping or throwing a full-sized human being
over my lap in a performance, I can do what I set
my mind to and it is the most ful!illing thing.”■
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in Atlanta
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Disruptionwith a smile
Story by FELICIA FEASTER
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

ith a skyline studded by cranes and new
boutiques and restaurants popping up
like mushrooms after a heavy rain, Atlan-
ta is bursting at the seams. But the city’s
art scene hasn’t always been part of that

propulsive march forward. Galleries shutter, small inde-
pendent spaces open and then close. Atlanta’s cumula-
tive growth can often bypass the creative sphere.

A hopeful sign that perhaps change is afoot in the
city’s art community is Hathaway Gallery on Atlanta’s
booming Westside. Though it only just celebrated
its two-year anniversary this April, the gallery has
already established itself as an important voice for

contemporary art.
The kind of sleek, airy space that inspires excitement

about the city’s possibilities, Hathaway proves that At-
lanta can support a conceptually minded contemporary
art gallery to rival its counterparts in New York or L.A.

With !irst-time gallery owner Laura Hathaway at the
helm, the Hathaway’s business model draws from a
combination of intensive research into the art world
and Laura Hathaway’s practical business experience
in sales, marketing and real estate. “We need a gallery
that’s focused on the artist and artists’ careers, but al-
so a gallery that’s focused on expanding the collector
base in the Southeast,” Hathaway says.

“I want everyone to feel as if they can collect,” adds
Hathaway, who prices the gallery’s work from $200 to
$50,000. »

50 LIVING • August 2018



arts
“We need a gallery that’s focused on the artist

and artists’ careers, but also a gallery that’s focused
on expanding the collector base in the Southeast.

I want everyone to feel as if they can collect.”
LAURAHATHAWAY, gallery owner

Hathaway Gallery has
shown work by Ally White,
a San Jose artist who grew
up in Dallas, Ga.



She admits to having a limited
background in the !ield, having
studied biomedical engineering
and then economics at the Univer-
sity of Tennessee. But other things
drew her toward the creative
sphere, including a longtime inter-
est in photography. Her grand-
father worked as a professional
photographer and once took pic-
tures of President Roosevelt when
he traveled to her hometown of
Chattanooga in the 1930s.

“I’m a life-long learner; I love
to learn,” she says, confessing to
devouring every book she could
!ind on the gallery business before
opening Hathaway. She admits to
a special love for market disrup-
tors like British artist Damien
Hirst, who famously bypassed
middlemen dealers and galleries
to sell his artwork directly to his
cash-flush customers at Sotheby’s
auction house.

Independent Atlanta curator
Mary Stanley, who has organized
two exhibitions at Hathaway,
testi!ies to Laura’s impact and the

inroads she’s made for the artists
she represents.

“Laura has strong business skills
and involves her staff in sales train-
ing, gives them exposure to the na-
tional contemporary art scene and
is very focused on getting national
exposure for her artists,” Stanley

says. “She is building a client base
that extends beyond Atlanta and
that is critical for her success.”

Part of the gallery’s distinction
is not just the handsome space but
themix of local and national artists
on exhibit. Despite a relatively short
history, Hathaway boasts a network
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Marked by a certain degree of Southern generosity and hospitality,
HathawayGallery has the kind of come-one-come-all acceptance youmight
expect of someone relatively new to the contemporary artworld.
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of collectors, artists, curators and business types that
speak to her ability to draw from a diverse cross section
of the city.

Even her husband, Daniel Hathaway, who helms his
family’s Hathaway Construction Services and helped
his wife with the intensive build-out of the raw Hatha-
way Gallery space, has gotten in on the action. He’s
purchased two pieces by Atlanta-based Hathaway artist
Scott Ingram — who, not coincidentally, has often tack-
led development and construction in his work.

There’s perhaps no better sense of the inclusive-
ness and wide net that the gallery casts than its 2017
holiday party. The event brought together collectors,
artists, Hathaway Construction Services employees,
the navy blazer set and the art crowd milling around
tables of cha!ing dishes. They congregated around
Pam Longobardi’s sculpture, crafted from trash
washed up on beaches around the world and Tori
Tinsley’s poignant paintings of raw emotions acted out
by happily grinning innocents.

In September, Hathaway relocates to a space in the
same Westside block. Rising in its previous footprint is
8West, a 9-story mixed-use blend of of!ice, retail and
residential space at Howell Mill and Eighth Street.

Hathaway’s new location, formerly occupied by
Rede!ined Home Boutique, offers some advantages,
including retail store frontage onto Howell Mill and ac-
cess to foot traf!ic. (The gallery’s current space behind
Bocado makes it a bit of an insider’s secret.) Hathaway
anticipates an industrial look similar to the current
space, with concrete floors and exposed duct work. It
will also have a more pared back exhibition schedule
of one to two shows — rather than two to three — every
six to eight weeks.

Marked by a certain degree of Southern generosity
and hospitality, Hathaway Gallery has the kind of come-
one-come-all acceptance youmight expect of someone
relatively new to the contemporary art world.

Hathaway feels strongly that “art can connect peo-
ple,” even despite art world gatekeepers who may be
unwelcoming. Hathaway recalls encountering a gallery
representative at New York City’s annual 20th and 21st
century contemporary art fair, The Armory Show.

A piece of art at a booth caught her eye, so she
walked up to the representative. “I’d love some more
information on this artist,” Hathaway said. “I’m not
familiar with her work.”

insider tip » In November at
the new Hathaway Gallery space,
don’t miss a solo show from the At-
lanta-based winner of a prestigious
2016 Joan Mitchell Foundation
grant. Artist Tori Tinsley creates
emotion-laden paintings and sculp-
tures that tackle issues of caretak-
ing, intimacy and motherhood.

“Ossabaw for Two” is a work by
artist Tori Tinsley, represented by
Hathaway Gallery.
Photo courtesy of Hathaway Gallery

He said, “You can Google her.”
Hathaway replied, “OK, but I would love to hear

from you because you’re standing here.”
While a certain swath of the public still feels intimi-

dated — mystified even — by contemporary art and the
mechanics of galleries, Hathaway is determined to open
this world up. “We really just want people to walk into
the gallery and feel included in the conversation about
contemporary art,” she says.

Hathway Gallery. 887 Howell Mill Road, Suite 4. After
September, Hathaway moves to Suite 200 in the same
location. 470-428-2061. nhathawaygallery.com■
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Marietta International
Film Festival founder,
Richard Tavernaro.



Story by STELL SIMONTON
Photo by JASON GETZ

n late August, crowds will
gather outside the Earl
Smith Strand Theatre in
anticipation of the Mar-
ietta International Film
Festival. The 1935 movie
house sets the stage for a

rich mix of !ilms. It’s the !ifth year
for the event, which receives more
than 350 submissions annually.

“You get to see some amazing
!ilms from around the world that
you [likely] wouldn’t get a chance
to see [otherwise],” says Richard
Tavernaro, festival founder.

The Marietta International Film
Festival has shown 178 films from 43
different countries since 2014.

About 30 !ilms are planned for
selection this year including long
features, documentaries, and U.S
and foreign short !ilms.

The 2018 festival takes place
from 10 a.m.-11 p.m. Aug. 25-26.

Movie titles include Shia
LaBeouf ’s short documentary
“#TakeMeAnywhere,” which
chronicles the actor and his two
artist companions’ 30-day trip
around the U.S., England and Ice-
land in 2016. The trio posted their
coordinates online daily, inviting
responders to meet them and take
them wherever they wanted to go.

Another film,”Ultra Low,” is a
feature story of fictional filmmak-
ers who are discouraged by their
lack of Hollywood success until

they sign on actress Lauren Holly,
who offers unexpected wisdom.

A Q&A will be held with some
of the !ilmmakers throughout the
festival. In addition, seven pan-
elists will judge each !ilm for an
awards ceremony that closes out
the festival.

In 2016, “!ilm racing,” a com-
petition for short !ilms made in
limited time periods, became a
part of the festival. The shorts are
made in 24 hours, 72 hours and
100 hours.

The top 24 Hour Film Race
shorts will be screened at the festi-
val and receive awards.

“The best part of this is handing
the award to someone and seeing

Marietta’smovie festival

»

“You get to see some amazing films from around theworld that you
[likely] wouldn’t get a chance to see [otherwise].” RICHARDTAVERNARO, festival founder

“Ultra Low”

“#TakeMeAnywhere”

Courtesy of imdb.com

August 2018 • LIVING 55



the look on their face,” Tavernaro
says.

His goal is for the Marietta !ilm
festival to rival the Atlanta Film
Festival, which draws thousands
of submissions.

A man of many talents, Tavern-
aro is a 20-year Army veteran with
a doctorate in psychology. He was
a child therapist in his own prac-
tice, and worked as a counselor
for North Cobb and Wheeler High
Schools.

Acting lessons from Emmy
award-winning actor Gregory Alan
Williams inspired Tavernaro to
write, produce and direct !ilms,
and ultimately start the Marietta
International Film Festival.

“I was submitting my own !ilms
to other festivals,” he says.

Tavernaro met a movie soul-
mate in Robert Kelly about 10
years ago at a networking event.
Kelly serves on the !ilm festival’s
board, and Tavernaro eventually
partnered with Kelly in his !ilm
company Long Shot Productions
Ltd.

Long Shot has released several
!ilms, including “Slaw,” a 2017

horror flick featuring Williams
that centers on two foodies, as
well as a six-minute short drama
titled “Voices,” which won a 2016
Award of Merit in the Best Shorts
Competition in La Jolla, Calif.

Tavernaro and Kelly’s true long
shot is a yet-to-be-mademovie writ-
ten by Kelly and based on criminal
cases from his work as a lawyer.

“I represented a lot of ‘working
girls,’ “ says Kelly, 82, of his clients

from the 1970s and their court
trials.

Kelly wrote a movie script that
he says is based on highlights
of his murder case !iles. He and
Tavernaro are working to produce
the !ilm that they !igure will cost
about $15 million.

In the meantime, there are still
!ilms to screen for the upcoming
festival. Tavernaro enjoys pro-
viding a forum that advances the
work of other !ilmmakers.

“It’s about bringing others
along,” he says. “I like doing things
to help other people get ahead.”

Marietta International Film
Festival. Aug. 25-26. Earl Smith
Strand Theatre, 117 N. Park Square
Marietta. 404-973-2280.
marietta-!ilm-festival.org■

TheMarietta International FilmFestival
has shown 178 films from 43 different
countries since 2014.
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insider tips »
• On the third Wednesday of each month, Robert Tavernaro presents Indie Film
Night at the Earl Smith Strand Theatre. The evening provides a showcase for
Southeastern filmmakers. Three short Georgia films were screened in June:
“Jawffice,” “The Bounty Hunter,” and “My Eyes Looking Back.” The best films
from the Marietta International Film Festival’s previous film-racing competi-
tions are also presented.

• During the film festival, short films are usually screened first on both days, fol-
lowed by longer films. Two Q&A sessions with filmmakers are held for morning
and afternoon screenings. However, the 24 Hour Film Race shorts are shown
during the evening of day two, before the closing awards ceremony.

• If you’re a filmmaker or aspiring to be one, feature film submissions can be
scripted or improvisational and must have running time of 50 minutes or more.

• For more movie festival fun, the annual Atlanta Horror Film Festival returns to
Synchronicity Theatre in Midtown Atlanta, Oct. 25-27. 1545 Peachtree St. N.E.
atlantahorrorfilmfest.com

Courtesy of Marietta Film Fest

“La Sargento

Matachao” was

screened at the

Marietta film

fest in 2017.

“Do You Believe” was scr
eened

at the Marietta film fest in 2017.
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books
With help from Sue McAvoy (seated), Josie Bailey tells the
story of Br’er Rabbit at the Wren’s Nest.

“Our goal is to make theWren’s Nest a center for the preservation of
African-American folk tales and slave narratives, as well as promoting
storytelling on a larger scale.” MELISSA SWINDELL,museum executive director

Story by ANYA MARTIN
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

hen storyteller Akbar Imhotep walked
down Gordon Street (now Ralph
David Abernathy Boulevard) in the
late 1970s, one house, mustard-hued
with a green gabled roof and big

latticed porch, didn’t seem to belong in the West End
neighborhood. “There were big bushes on both sides
of the driveway that made it seem forbidden, like you
had to have a reason to go there,” he says.

One day in 1985, chaperoning an after-school
program took Imhotep inside the Wren’s Nest, once
home to Joel Chandler Harris, known for collecting
fables featuring perennial trickster Br’er Rabbit.
Imhotep heard the house museum was looking for
storytellers and left his card. After he got the job, he
discovered the timeliness of his arrival. Less than a
year before, the Wren’s Nest’s board had removed a
“whites only” attendance policy.

“I didn’t think I was making a change,” Imhotep
says. “I was just going to tell stories.”

A good story doesn’t always end the way you ex-
pect, and the Wren’s Nest has gone through signi!i-
cant changes in the past decades. Today, the muse-
um’s executive directors and artists have sought to
reveal a more progressive side to Harris and restore
the tales to black storytellers.

“It’s a challenge to put this Atlanta landmark back
on the map,” says Melissa Swindell, the museum’s
newest executive director who started in August
2017. “Our goal is to make the Wren’s Nest a center
for the preservation of African-American folk tales
and slave narratives, as well as promoting storytell-

Twice upon a time

»
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ing on a larger scale. Everybody
has a story.”

Her predecessors included
Harris’ own great-great-great-
grandson Lain Shakespeare, the
subject of national news him-
self when in 2007, at age 23, he
launched a capital campaign to
renovate parts of the property’s
interior, which had remained
largely untouched since Harris’
death in 1908. Raising funds to
complete that restoration contin-
ues to be an ongoing goal, says
Swindell, a Decatur native and
former research associate at the
Smithsonian.

Listed on the National Register
of Historic Places, the Wren’s Nest
is the oldest house museum in the
city, having opened its doors in
1913. Originally a simple farm-
house built in 1870, Harris bought
the building and surrounding
snap bean farm in 1883 for his
wife and children (six of nine sur-
vived to adulthood), expanding
and adding Queen Anne Victori-
an-style architectural flourishes.
It got its whimsical name when
wrens built a nest in the mailbox.

Visitors can think of Harris
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Atlanta story-
teller Akbar Im-
hotep is a vet-
eran performer
at the Wren’s
Nest and fre-
quently pairs
Uncle Remus
stories with
traditional Afri-
can folk tales.
Photo by
NICK ARROYO

as the J.K. Rowling of his day, as
his “Uncle Remus” books about
Br’er Rabbit and company were
runaway bestsellers not just
nationally but globally, translat-
ed into 30 languages. A friend of
President Theodore Roosevelt,
Harris counted Mark Twain and
Rudyard Kipling among his most
fervent fans.

Illegitimate, shy and prone
to stutter, Harris himself was an

unlikely celebrity. He heard the
Br’er Rabbit stories from gar-
dener George Terrell and other
slaves while working as a teenage
printer’s devil, or apprentice, for
a plantation newspaper before the
Civil War. In the 1870s, he shared
them in the Atlanta Constitution
as told by !ictional Uncle Remus.

Over time and especially after a
widely reviled Disney 1946 movie
adaptation, “Song of the South,”
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Harris’ books were charged with
cultural appropriation and per-
petuating racist stereotypes and
plantation romanticism. Recent
scholarly re-evaluations, however,
suggest that the tales contain a
subversive quality that encour-
aged out-smarting white author-
ity, such as Br’er Rabbit tricking
Br’er Fox into throwing him into
the briar patch.

Indeed, Harris’ correspondence
suggests he was more socially
progressive than the “100 white
ladies” who segregated the Wren’s
Nest museum, Swindell says. In a
letter asking steel tycoon Andrew
Carnegie to help fund an Uncle
Remus magazine, Harris outlined
its purpose as including “the
obliteration of prejudice against
the blacks.”

The Wren’s Nest’s mission today
extends to celebrating contempo-
rary authors and nurturing young
writers. The monthly literary se-
ries “Beyond Books,” in partner-
ship with Literary Atlanta podcast
host Alison Law, features author
readings, Q&A and book-signings.
The Wren’s Nest Scribes Program
pairs writer mentors with eighth
graders at Brown Middle School in
southwest Atlanta. The students
pen personal stories, which are
collected into an annual anthol-
ogy, with this year’s theme being
life along the Westside BeltLine.

Imhotep and four other storytell-
ers takes turns performing every
Saturday at 1 p.m. and also can be
booked for groups. They play all
the mischievous animal characters,
pairing Br’er Rabbit stories with
African folk tales to illustrate deep
roots that predate slave ships.

One of Imhotep’s favorite parts
of his Wren’s Nest role is telling
the stories to tourists from around
the world, but the storytelling
doesn’t stop when he says ‘the
end,’ he says.

“The people that I meet tell me
stories,” Imhotep says “Some-
times they will bring the books
where their great grandmama told
stories to their grandmama.”

Swindell !inds Imhotep him-
self to be something of a storied
!igure: As a little girl, she heard
him tell Br’er Rabbit stories at the
public library where her mother

worked. “I gasped,” says Swindell
upon !inding out about Imho-
tep’s connection to the Wren’s
Nest. “To be able to work with an
Atlanta celebrity like Akbar is just
incredible.”

And it’s just the latest twist in
the Wren’s Nest neverending story.

The Wren’s Nest. 1050 Ralph Da-
vid Abernathy Blvd. 404-753-7735.
wrensnest.org■

insider tips »

• On guided tours (10 a.m. - 3 p.m.)
Saturdays-Sundays, docents tell
Harris’ life story and point out
unique architectural details, fur-
niture and incidentals. Highlights
include Harris’ writing desk from
the Atlanta Constitution, gifts from
Teddy Roosevelt such as a Chi-
na cabinet and a taxidermy owl, a
Br’er Rabbit and Fox carved wood-
en humidor, and art nouveau book
cases featuring Harris’ works in
various editions and languages.

• The Wren’s Nest hosts live music
at its Jazz Matters series on the
third Friday of the month through
September, followed by its Liv-
ing Room Series, the second Sun-
days from October-December and
March-May. Its summer “Nest-
flix” movie screenings take place
on the last Saturday of the month
through September, including
“Black Panther” on Aug. 25.

Carla Ramcharam is the facilities
manager and lead docent of the his-
toric landmark.

Nannie Thompson was
housekeeper for the
Wren’s Nest for 21 years
and now leads guided
tours as a docent.
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Suzanne Jackson
enjoys the monthly
comedy show at
Hudson Grille in
Sandy Springs.
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edy
or novice comedians
Sandra Briggs and
Robert Joseph, the re-
ward outweighs any
risk of standing on
stage sharing funny
stories with a crowd.

The comedy bug bit them both
in 2016 shortly after meeting at
a Toastmasters event. Months
later, they decided to enroll in a
series of comedy classes at High-
wire Comedy Company.

Since then, Briggs, a human
resources professional, and Jo-
seph, a data scientist, have made

the rounds in metro Atlanta
performing open mic stand-up
during local comedy nights. They
recently founded RLJ Produc-
tions, under which they host pro-
fessional comedians at Hudson
Grille in Sandy Springs on the
!irst Tuesday of the month. The
show is held in a rear food and
drink space that is separate from
the main dining room.

“We haven’t been at this
comedy thing very long,” Briggs
says. “But it must be in our blood
because we like it so much. It’s
like a high-wire act. You’re up

“It’s like a high-wire act.
You’re up at themic in
front of people who are

expecting you to entertain
them. It’s definitely a high,
and scary at the same time.”

SANDRABRIGGS, comedian

Laughing
out loud
Story by ELISSA McCRARY
Photos by JASON GETZ

Robert Joseph and Sandra Briggs
host stand-up comics in their “Get
Your Laugh On” comedy show.

»
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at the mic in front of people who are expecting you to
entertain them. It’s de!initely a high, and scary at the
same time.”

Hudson Grille is one of several places serving up
belly laughs.

The Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre on
Marietta Square features “Show Up, Go Up” open mic
comedy performances in the Lumiere Lounge every
Wednesday evening. Local up-and-coming comedians
are welcome with no screening or audition required.

Host and local comedian Rik Wayne says fellow
comic David Roper started the shows to help expand
Atlanta’s comedy scene.

“People love to laugh,” Wayne says. “That’s a fact.
There is usually standing room only for the comedy
shows on Wednesdays. Doors open at 7 p.m., and we

typically have [more than] 20 comics signed up for
open mic.”

On Nov. 21, Wayne hosts the Strand’s third annual
Pranksgiving show with a variety of professional co-
medians performing.

On occasion, the Marcus Jewish Community Center
of Atlanta gets in on the comedy action. Tickets are
currently on sale for Los Angeles-based funny man Avi
Liberman’s two shows on Oct. 14. Liberman’s comic
style blends life experiences with news and culture
trends. The comedian founded Israel’s “Comedy
for Koby” events, which presents popular comics in
shows for local audiences and bene!its family mem-
bers whose loved ones were fatal victims of terrorism.

“We expect Avi Liberman to be a big draw” says
Sandra Bass, JCC director of arts and culture. »
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Hank Denson, a recent headliner
at the “Get Your Laugh On” come-
dy show, incorporates support for
higher teacher pay into his routine.

64 LIVING • August 2018



insider tips »
• Comedy shows at the Strand Theatre are adults-on-
ly due to the off-the-cuff nature of comedy. Admis-
sion is for ages 21 or older.

• Punchline co-owner Jamie Bendall started per-
forming stand-up comedy in 1991, 20 years after
being admitted to the New York State Bar. Ben-
dall is a personal injury attorney with Bendall and
Mednick Attorneys at Law.
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More laughs
“Get Your Laugh On Comedy
Show.” Hudson Grille. 6317 Ros-
well Road, Sandy Springs. 404-
554-8282. Rljproductions.com

“Show Up and Go Up” open
mic. Earl and Rachel Smith
Strand Theatre, 117 North Park
Square, Marietta. 770-293-0080.
earlsmithstrand.org

Avi Liberman. Oct. 14. The
Marcus Jewish Community Center
of Atlanta, 5342 Tilly Mill Road,
Dunwoody. 678-812-4002. mjcca.
com

Alonzo Bodden, John Heffron.
The Punchline, 3652 Roswell
Road, Atlanta. 404-252-5233.
punchline.com

John Heffron performs at The
Punchline in Buckhead Aug. 23-25.

The Punchline, Atlanta’s
long-running comedy club. wel-
comes Alonzo Bodden on Aug.
9-11. The “Last Comic Standing”
comedian has appeared on several
TV shows including “Fresh Off the
Boat,” “Dr. Ken” and “Californica-
tion.”

John Heffron of Comedy Central
fame performs at the Punchline
Aug. 23-25. Heffron is a familiar
face appearing on “Collateral,”
“Luther” and “The Loch” tele-
vision series. Dan Soder, known
to many as Mafee on Showtime’s
“Billions,” is also scheduled to
appear at the Punchline this fall.

The comedy club has been pack-
ing in crowds since 1982, first at its
longtime home in Sandy Springs,
and now in Buckhead, where the
Punchline moved to in 2015.

Over the years, such legendary
stars as Jay Leno, Jerry Seinfeld, Ed-
die Murphy and Richard Pryor have
performed on the Punchline stage.

Meanwhile, Briggs and Joseph
say they’re looking forward to dis-

covering where their venture into
the world of comedy will take them.

“Comedy is a dance with you
and the audience, with each night
being different,” Joseph says.

“What worked last night may need
to be tweaked to work on a differ-
ent night. When the dance clicks
and you connect with the audi-
ence it is an amazing feeling.”■

J Smiles performs during the
“Show up, Get up” open mic
comedy show in Marietta.

ar tspreview
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4 Windows = $300 | 6 Windows = $450 | 8 Windows = $600
10 Windows = $750 | 12 Windows = $900

Trade in to be used towards the purchase of new energy efficient windows. Min. purchase requried. Offer expires 09/01/2018

Call Today for a FREE
In-Home Estimate!

770-268-0310

TRADE IN
YOUR OLD
WINDOWS

AND RECEIVE

$75
PER WINDOW!

At Taylor Construction, we create beautiful custom built windows to suit your home. Our insulated
vinyl replacement windows are each individually crafted to fit the exact measurements needed for
your home. Plus, we use the most durable, energy efficient materials available on the market today
ensuring that our windows will perform beautifully for years to come.

So, if your windows are old, worn-out and need replacing, give Taylor Construction a
call today. We’ll be right out to give you a free estimate!

with in-home estimate

Call for details

Gift Card
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Walmart
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ag ing inatlanta

Above, Richard Rhodes
is a former president
of Atlanta Prime Tim-
ers, a social organi-
zation for mature gay
men. Below, a planning
meeting of Atlanta
Prime Timers, which
has more than 100
members.



R ichard Rhodes recently realized he was at
an aging crossroads. A childless, single man
whose parents have passed, the 80-year-old
Brookhaven resident began thinking serious-
ly about what would happen to his health,

his condo and his cherished possessions as he got older.
Aging adults make these considerations every day, but
Rhodes’ were complicated by his being gay.

“When you’re gay, lesbian or whatever you want to
call yourself, most of the time, you live alone,” he says.
“There are issues around housing and who’s going to
take care of you — those are our main concerns.”

Rhodes is correct in estimating that many in the aging
LGBTQ community worry about their golden years. In
March, an AARP survey of 45-and-older LGBT adults
revealed that 76 percent are concerned that “adequate
family and/or social supports to rely on as they age” will
not exist. The study also noted that respondents are
often out of touch with family members, are less likely
to have children and more apt to be single — which em-
phasizes the importance of planning.

“The best thing is to have your paperwork ready be-
forehand,” says Rhodes, who recently worked with an
attorney to resolve issues around his home and health
care. “Even if you have had a partner for 20 or 30 years,
relatives can suddenly reappear and change things. Yet
so many people don’t think that will happen.”

Sandy Springs attorney Kathleen Womack has taken
that message to LGBTQ groups around metro Atlanta,
encouraging them to prepare wills and health care
directives sooner rather than later. The former chair
of the Stonewall Bar Association and Georgia Equality
board of directors can share tales of people who didn’t
plan ahead.

“One gentleman died without a will, and someone
found my business card in his house and called me,”
she recalls. “The morgue wouldn’t release the body
without approval from next of kin, and that wound up
being some cousins he didn’t know. His friends wanted
to have a funeral and closure, but it took quite some
time to get a family member to sign an authorization for
body to be released. It’s critical that there be someone
who can step in and make sure decisions are made.”

For members of the LGBTQ community, the aging is-
sue can be further complicated by family relations that
are often less than cordial.

“Many people are estranged from their families be-
cause they’re gay,” Womack says. “So it’s really import-
ant that people have at very least a health care directive
that appoints someone they trust to be with them in the
hospital and make funeral arrangements.”

The same thought needs to go into !iguring out what
will become of possessions — a conundrum faced by
any aging, unmarried couple. “Maybe the property is in

the sole name of the one who gets hit by the bus !irst,”
Womack says. “That’s when the family of the deceased
can swoop in, and suddenly, the partner has no rights
unless they’ve gotten legally married. In fact, a lot of
times, people get married just to protect their partners
from their families.”

And once those legal documents are completed,
Womack offers one last piece of advice. “I tell couples
after they’ve signed all the documents to carry them in
their baggage or cars, so if there’s ever a question, they
have documentation to prove they are the appointed
health care agent,” she says. “Carry a copy of your mar-
riage license as well. You never know when someone is
going to say, ‘Prove it.’ It’s unfortunate, but that’s the
way it is.”

Metro Atlanta offers a few support resources to the
aging LGBTQ community, but Linda Ellis of The Health
Initiative in Decatur says they’re getting more dif!icult
to !ind.

“We are the SAGE af!iliate in Atlanta,” she says, refer-
encing the New York-based advocacy group for LGBTQ
elders that offers among its services a hotline to connect
older adults. “But we cannot !ind funding to support
it. The issues for this community are very real, but we
struggle to !igure out how to best meet those needs.”

One group that has found a way to provide fellowship
and support is Atlanta Prime Timers (primetimersww.
com), a 20 year-old organization of about 185 gay and
bisexual men. Rhodes, a former chair of the group, has
been a member for 10 years.

“Once a month we have a meeting, and we always
have a speaker who will talk on aging issues and other
topics,” he says. “We also have potlucks and other
outings.”

Having a social organization like Prime Timers is key
to combating the isolation many LGBTQ people feel as
they age, says Karl Gustafson, a gay Ansley Park resident
whose book “I Hate Getting Old!” was published earlier
this year.

“But I’ve come to realize there aren’t a lot of resourc-
es for us and the unique challenges we face,” he says.
“Typically, we’re without children, and generally, we’ve
earned less than our counterparts — two factors that are
part of a support system.”

Gustafson admits that turning 60 has been a shock,
but says he hasn’t neglected his preparations for the
future. “My partner and I have been together more than
30 years, and we’ve been to an attorney to get things
taken care of. We’ve settled the details around all that
stuff.”■

insider tips »
• Looking to join a group? Contact The Health Initiative,
1530 DeKalb Ave., at 404-688-2524 or online at the-
healthinitiative.org to learn about LGBTQ organizations
in the metro area.

Story by H.M. CAULEY
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

Supporting players
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Story by H.M. CAULEY
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

I nthe 1990s, real estate agents specialized in sell-
ing the low-slung brick bungalows of Chastain
Park, and referred to the simple but functional
1950s plans as “ranchburgers.” That was in the
days before gourmet burger stacks, McMansions,
and the drive to bulldoze old houses to make

way for more glamorous abodes.
Now, buyers have an appetite for the ranchburgers

that survived the tear-down craze to become today’s
hot, mid-century modern properties. But the houses
can still use a bit of updating.

Dan and Heather Kaufman wanted to keep the best
of the classic ranch plan while adding the latest con-

p r iv atequar te rs

temporary touches to a Chastain Park renovation that
wrapped in late 2016.

“To have added something massive would have
changed the design,” Dan Kaufman says. “What we
have now is a blend between what I think of as an
‘atomic ranch’ and contemporary.”

Built in 1963 during the years of the Space Age, the
home had a solid foundation on a heavily wooded half-
acre. That hasn’t changed, but the exterior has been
overhauled with a sleek, contemporary style that mix-
es Brazilian hardwoods with concrete slabs that don’t
need painting, topped off by a commercial-grade, gray
metal roof. But inside, things needed to shift for the
comfort of a modern family of four.

“We reworked the floorplan without vastly changing

MakingpaceS
Dan and Heather Kaufman,with their
twins Ella and Logan, live in a classic

brick ranch in Chastain Park that has been
expanded with a more contemporary style,

including a new second floor.
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The home’s exterior

The living area

»

isk-shaped chandelier from Lumens. Stairs leading to
the added second floor and down to the basement are
wide with open risers that add an element of openness
to what could have been dark stairwells. Commercial
storefront windows in the foyer, the slanting exterior
wall of the kitchen and across the back of the living
area contribute to the abundance of natural light. The
dining area is anchored by a steel table that divides
the prep area from the living room, which includes a
brown leather sectional and white, clapboard ceiling.
Once in the front of the house, the kitchen boasts a
13-foot ceiling, quartz counter tops, chocolate cab-
inets, white backsplash tile and an oversized island
with a sink. One of the couple’s favorite features is the
enormous walk-in pantry.

the footprint,” says Kaufman, who heads his own com-
mercial construction !irm and hired Buckhead-based
Dencity to carry out the details.

After almost !ive months, a new second floor,
reworked main level and a redesigned basement level
resulted in a !inished 4,300-square-foot project.

In a few places, the Kaufmans kept elements of
the original design. Off their daughter’s main-level
bedroom, for instance, a walk-in closet’s shelves are
built around the shell of a brick !ireplace. In the living
area, the original open !ireplace was converted into
a smaller, gas-!ired accent with stones that reflect the
light of the flames.

Elsewhere, modern upgrades abound, beginning
in the new two-story foyer, lit by a chrome aster-
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The kitchen

“Our old house was an 1896 Victorian cottage in
Whittier Mill Village, and we never had enough storage
space,” Kaufman says. “So we went big with this one.”

The same enthusiasm for storage shows up in the
mud room, where old-fashioned school lockers act as
drop zones for each family member. The master bed-
room includes a walk-in closet dominated by a gran-
ite-topped center cabinet that showcases the couple’s
rock collection from memorable destinations.

“The old house also had tiny closets, so when we
had the chance, we worked out a way to have a huge
one,” Kaufman says.

The suite’s chief asset, though, is the view of the
woods beyond the walls of glass. The room is cantile-
vered over part of the backyard, giving the impression
that it’s part of the trees themselves. The gray-and-
white color scheme enhances the natural light.

On the home’s basement levels, another wall of
glass slides open to the pool and a basketball half-
court. A full bedroom and bath are nearby, “so in the
summer, this level becomes our pool house,” Kaufman
says. In case of rain, the crowd can retreat to the me-
dia room with recliner seats and plush carpeting. Out
of an empty corner space, the owner designed a three-
bed bunk room ideal for kids’ sleepovers.

And as with any renovation, the work goes on. The
couple is now adding a wine cellar and reworking the
sliding glass doors of the living area, with the same

Heather Kaufman sits with Ella and Logan on the wide
staircase leading to the new second floor.

sense of duty to the original design.
“I think we’ve kept the feel of the house, though it

originally had a lot of different spaces,” Kaufman says.
“I’m happy that stylistically, it’s not just a big white
stucco.”■

pr ivatequar ters
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The Kaufmans’ kitchen and living
room look out over their backyard
pool and the woods beyond.



insider tip »

• When it comes to older homes, there’s a decision to
make: Tear it down or work with what’s already there.
Bryan Russell, partner in Dencity, says it’s important to
evaluate each case on its individual merits. “You have
to weigh the existing value in cost and aesthetic over
knocking it down and starting over,” he says. “It’s a judg-
ment call, but perhaps the most important decision you
have to make for the success of a renovation project.”

Above and below, photos capture the home before
the updates. (Photos by JE Dunn Construction)

pr ivatequar ters



Left, Heather, Ella, Dan and Logan Kaufman enjoy their remodelled Chastain Park home, which includes spacious rooms
for Ella (above left), Logan (above right) and a home office (below).

5 THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT CHASTAIN PARK
j

1 This neighborhood in Atlanta’s northwest quadrant is known for its range
of home styles and prices, from the high $500,000s to $3 million.

2 What makes it particularly attractive is its list of amenities, starting with Chastain Park, the 268-acre city prop-
erty that includes a swimming pool, tennis center, walking trails, playgrounds, golf course and sports fields.

3 The Chastain Arts Center (135 W. Wieuca Road) is also a city-
owned space that offers classes and exhibits.

4 The Chastain Horse Park (4371 Powers Ferry Road) is noted for its
therapeutic riding classes for both able-bodied and disabled riders.

5 The neighborhood’s most famous
jewel is the 6.900-seat Chastain

Park Amphitheatre (4469 Stella
Drive), which draws such entertainers
as Counting Crows and the Atlanta
Symphony Orchestra.
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travel

Chattanooga and Lookout Mountain offer
urban diversions and outdoor attractions.

Everything old



w e recently visited Chattanooga to re-
discover its distinct blend of big-city
diversions and outdoor activities. But
we also wanted to whet our curiosity
about Chattanooga’s nickname. Do
locals really call it “The Noog?” Or is
it more of a civic branding thing?

The answer seemed to be both, more or less. Com-
pared to a sobriquet like “The Big Easy,” which New
Orleans natives never use, plenty of Chattanoogans
apparently refer to their hometown as “The Noog.” But
it’s also prominent in the city’s tourism and marketing
as a hip, tech-friendly place to live with a rising artistic
scene. You’ll see it all over, on “Noog” T-shirts, stores
with names like Taco Nooga and more. I met the owner
of a 50-year-old art store who compared it to slogans
like “Keep Portland Weird.”

And NoogaNet, the city’s groundbreaking !iber-optic
network for high-speed internet, is one of its selling
points for new business and the young creative class.
The city synonymous with a choo-choo now empha-
sizes 21st century communication over 19th century
transportation.

Story by CURT HOLMAN
and LANE HOLMAN

»

Below, Chattanooga
Choo Choo sleep-
ing cars. (Photo by
ROBERT RAUSCH of
The New York Times)
Right, classic guitars
on display at the new
Songbirds Museum,
which includes two
stages for concerts.

isNoog again
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Only bicyclists and pedestrians are allowed on the 2,376-foot Walnut Street
Bridge that crosses the Tennessee River. Photo by BLAKE GUTHRIE

During the 1990s, we made the two-hour drive to
Chattanooga and paid memorable visits to sprawling,
historic Chickamauga Battle!ield and the lavish Ten-
nessee Aquarium (which since then has ceded some of
the spotlight to the Georgia Aquarium), but little else
stuck out.

Since then, Tennessee’s fourth-largest city has re-
shaped itself as a much more impressive place to live,
work or get away for the weekend.

For instance, Chattanooga offers several landmarks
and attractions that can hold their own against equiv-
alents in Atlanta. Instead of the BeltLine, for instance,
the 13-mile Chattanooga Riverwalk offers a series of
paved walking/biking trails that afford spectacular
views alongside either shore of the city-bisecting Ten-
nessee River. Note that “Riverwalk” does not always
mean riverside — on the southern shore heading west
toward downtown, the trail bends inland and uphill
along the Bluffview Arts District, so for a few blocks
you can’t even see the river for the upscale houses.

Highlights of Bluffview Arts District include the Riv-
er Galley Sculpture Garden, where pieces like Russell
Whiting’s Icarus are gorgeously framed by the hillside.
The River Gallery offers a well-curated collection of lo-
cal, regional and national works across a spectrum of
media, as well as a good source for gifts. For a pick-me-
up while rambling through the area, Rembrandt’s Cof-

fee House offers sandwiches, soups and salads along
with exquisite pastries and chocolates made onsite.

Nearby, the Hunter Museum of American Art is
housed in three buildings from 1904, 1975 and 2005,
respectively, with collections representing the breadth
of U.S. !ine arts.

The glass-floored, mildly vertiginous Homberg
Bridge leads from the Hunter Museum to the south
entrance to the 2,376-foot Walnut Street Bridge that
spans the Tennessee River. Built in 1890 and closed for
most of the 1980s, it was modi!ied as a pedestrian-only
bridge that provides a 10-15 minute walk from shore to
shore and would make an eye-popping addition to any
metropolis.

On sunny weekends, the bridge affords an excellent
view of the activity on the Tennessee River, where
people ride kayaks, paddleboards and pleasure boats.
During riverside music festivals, boating spectators
gather on the water like a laid-back fleet.

Seafood restaurant The Boat House provided our
favorite meal along the river, with dining room murals
and décor inspired by vintage postcards. We hap-
pened to be there in time for Monday’s half-priced
oysters on half shell, and found the sauces artfully
presented in oyster shells. A po-boy came with pleas-
ingly sizable fried shrimp — bigger than equally-priced
sandwiches would be on the Florida panhandle.

travel

»
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Above, the city’s Riverbend Festival takes place on the bank of
the Tennessee River. Below, a view captures the Walnut Street
Bridge at the left with Lookout Mountain in the distance.



travel

Next door to the Chattanooga Choo-Choo
downtown, the Terminal Brewhouse offers tasty
local craft beer along with such well-executed pub
fare as burgers and salads. Their hearty Brew-
house Pot Roast Nachos pair well with their White
Shadow witbier.

We also found tasty, low-priced fare at Ten-
nessee fried chicken chain Champy’s, with a
soundtrack of blues music and dollar bills fes-
tooned to the walls creating a colorful dive bar
atmosphere. In addition to the crunchy, succulent
chicken and kicky tamale appetizers, Champy’s
offers particularly delicious baked beans, making
an oft-ignored side order into a standout.

While downtown Chattanooga includes the
aquarium, familiar restaurant chains and a 2018
expansion of Miller Park, the NorthShore features
funky shops, eateries and street art, particularly
along Frazier Street. Look down and you’ll see
footprint diagrams for dances like the Cha-Cha in
the sidewalk. The gift shop Plum Nelly carries a
huge selection of handblown glass by Chattanoo-
ga’s Prentice Hicks. His simple, organic-looking
stemware would make an ideal wedding gift for
art-loving couples.

In an older building fronting Frazier Street’s
Coolidge Park, the Greek restaurant Opa piles
plates with succulent roast lamb, garlicky hum-
mus and house-made pita bread. For dessert, lo-
cal chain Clumpy’s Ice Cream offers a particularly
delectable scoop of espresso chocolate chunk.

The Chattanooga area’s most prominent feature
is undoubtedly Lookout Mountain, which is clear-
ly visible from most places of the city and offers
multiple leisure activities. (Atlantans can imagine
if Stone Mountain were signi!icantly bigger, closer
and offered more things to do.)

At the foot of Lookout Mountain, the St. Elmo
neighborhood offers a favorite place for walking
and window shopping. Stop by the newly refur-
bished 3800 St. Elmo building for a brew at the
Tap House, or !ind a more bracing beverage at
Plus Coffee, just across the hall. Up the block, the

Right, above, at Lookout Mountain Hang
Gliding, experienced fliers charge off a
platform overlooking a valley 1,400 feet
below. Center, a display of jellyfish at the
Tennessee Aquarium, which features two
buildings for fresh and salt water exhibits.
Below, view the entire city from the mile-long
Lookout Mountain Incline Railway.



tiny retail spot Studio 11 offers gorgeous artisanal gifts and
home goods from across the region.

For Southern Coastal cuisine in the neighborhood, 1885
Grill serves delectable grilled trout, Adluh stone ground
grits, beet salad and the Dirty Elmo cocktail — their ver-
sion of a Moscow Mule, redolent of cherry with a gingery
kick.

St. Elmo offers the entry point for the mile-long Incline
Railway, leading to the top of Lookout Mountain and part
of the area’s trifecta of famous tourist destinations. Ruby
Falls includes a 145-foot underground cave, while Rock
City offers a series of elaborate rock formations, waterfalls
and more. Know that these can be highly popular at peak
hours.

An attraction in its own right is Lookout Mountain’s
Fairyland neighborhood, featuring lovely homes on
winding streets named for storybook characters. From
the summit, you can !ind spectacular overlooks and often
see hang gliders riding the air currents. But don’t miss the
Bluff Trail, constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps
in 1930s. From the Ochs Gateway just below Covenant Col-
lege, the trail begins with a half-mile hike to Judith’s Bluff,

a picturesque northwestern view, with more intriguing
miles of trail after that.

With so many options for diversions and so much poten-
tial for continued growth, Chattanooga offers Atlanta com-
petition that would have seemed unlikely 20 years ago.
Check the rearview mirror: the Noog is catching up.■

insider tips »

• For the Lookout Mountain “Discount Triple Play,” you can
save $5 on admission to Rock City, Ruby Falls and the Incline
Railway for $49.90 for adults.

• The Refindery on McCallie, a sprawling, barn-like warehouse
in Highland Park, offers vintage, antique and new home
furnishings, tableware, art and gifts — even a taxidermied
tom turkey.

• If you’re interested in exploring nature but adverse to the
Southern heat, consider a cave tour in Lookout Mountain’s
Cloudland Canyon State Park. G3 Adventures offers one-,
two- and four-hour tours of Sitton’s Cave for those who don’t
mind getting muddy.

Left, the glass-paneled Holmberg Bridge leads to the Hunter Museum of American Art in downtown Chattanooga. (Photo by VALERIE
SCHREMP HAHN/St. Louis Post-Dispatch) Right, a bronze horse sculpture stands outside the Hunter Museum.

Left, Chickamauga & Chattanooga National Military Park preserves two major Civil War battle sites. Right, the view of Lover’s
Leap at Rock City, an attraction famed for its elaborate rock formations, waterfalls and more.

LookoutMountain, at 2,389 feet at its summit, is Chattanooga’s most prominent feature.



Some stories found art in unusual
contexts, like passing through a concourse
at the Atlanta airport and encountering a
brilliant musician like Jenn Cornell. Other
features involve creative venues popping
up in new places, such as the Westside’s
Hathaway Gallery and the Sandy Springs
Performing Arts Center. Some artists
craft work in atypical formats, like Radius
Dance’s signature pieces for both disabled
and non-disabled dancers.

One of art’s purposes is to inspire peo-
ple to view themselves or their surround-
ings from new perspectives. Sometimes
that happens where art normally lives.
The High Museum’s interactive outdoor
installation “Sonic Playground,” on dis-
play through Oct. 7, can be found exactly
where you’d look for art pieces, but in a
particularly quirky, kid-friendly approach.
On the Sifly Piazza through Oct. 7 stand
Yuri Suzuki’s metal sculptures, many of
which resemble oversized trumpets bent
into pretzel shapes. Each is designed with
clever acoustics, so that when you speak
in one horn, the sound will travel perfectly
to a distant one. As the name suggests,
“Sonic Playground” presents art at its most
playful and potentially educational. The

same pieces would !it right in at, say, a Fer-
nbank Museum exhibit on sound waves.

Perhaps the best art is the kind that
brings beauty where there was none be-
fore. A couple of times a month I drive past
a self-serve car wash on Buford Highway,
nestled between a storage facility and
a used truck center. On a street-facing
wall of the car wash, the artist Sanithna
Phansavanh has painted “Our Lady of
Buford Highway,” a serene, feminine
!igure, reminiscent of a saint from a votive
candle, amid blossoms and lilypads. The
soft greens and pinks stand out even more
alongside the surrounding dingy pave-
ment.

Part of Living Walls’ public art series,
“Our Lady of Buford Highway” provides as
good an example as you could !ind of art
appearing not where you’d look for it, but
where it’s needed most. Atlanta can never
have too much of it.

IN PREPARING THIS ISSUE’S SPECIAL FOCUS ON THE ARTS in Atlanta,
we discovered an unplanned through-line involving the element of surprise.

Curt Holman
livingintowneditor@gmail.com

lastword

For the next issue of Living Intown, we look
forward to cooler weather, colorful foliage
and the flavors of harvest with our Fall
Guide. In addition to focusing on seasonal
activities such as Oakhurst’s Porchfest and
offering tips for tailgating, we’ll venture
to Oktoberfest in Helen, prime places for
Georgia apples and the best places to enjoy
the autumn leaves. We can almost feel the
heat lifting already.

NEXT MONTH
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We offer 2018 preferred pharmacy pricing on

MORE MEDICARE PART D PLANS
than any other retail pharmacy.*

Plus, you’ll find all the ingredients for healthy living right inside our stores!

Still filling
prescriptions at
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*Based on a published article in the Drug Channels Institute on October 19, 2017 written by Adam J. Fein, Ph.D. titled
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