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“The project started
to take on a life of
its own. And as
it did, the vision
started to expand ...

The bigger the
vision got, the more
constituencies it
brought to the cause.
The more powerful
the proposal was,
the more likely it
was that we
would succeed.

You want to
believe in a big,
ambitious vision
for your future.”

RYA N G R AV E L



E
arlier this year, Living Intown magazine was nominated for a fancy international award.

(We took third place.) That’s why a Tuesday inMay foundmewalking along the streets of Man-

hattan. I embarked from the crowded, aromatic nexus of Times Square, where there seems to

be an unspoken game of “chicken” between cars and pedestrians at every corner.

It was quite a relief to make my
way to the High Line, a new New
York attraction, and enjoy the city’s
architecture from a story or two
above street level. Built on an un-
used, elevated spur of the New York
Central Railroad, the High Line lin-
ear park winds for 1.45 miles from
a southern corner of Hell’s Kitchen
through Chelsea to the meatpack-
ing district. Walking past gardens
and sunbathers reclining on wood-
en benches, I could soak up views
of skyscrapers like the distant
Chrysler Building, as well as ones
almost within arm’s reach.

The High Line strikes me as
just the kind of feature that New
York really needs, by literally ris-
ing above its annoyances to put the
city in a better light. It occasionally
gets compared to the Atlanta Belt-
Line — they’re both former rail lines
turned into public paths that peace-
ably bring people together. But the
BeltLine is a project on a very dif-
ferent scale — and is just the thing
that 21st century Atlanta needs.

As this special issue discusses
in detail, the Atlanta BeltLine will
use miles of unused rail to create
a network of paths and parks that
links communities and creates
opportunities for housing, com-
merce, transit and leisure. It’s got-
ten a lot of love almost since its
conception, although it won’t sin-
gle-handedly rescue Atlanta from
all of its urban challenges.

But, in a city defined bymetro-
politan sprawl that all but confines
generations of Atlantans to their

cars, the BeltLine offers not just a
nice place to visit, but a fresh way
of thinking about our surround-
ings. Only a fraction of the plan has
been realized so far, but the fin-
ished trails have already had an out-
sized impact on how Atlantans en-
joy the city. The trails allow us to
commune with art, nature and each
other; connect to our communi-
ties; and simply move about in the
open air, without being enclosed by
windshields.

Living Intownmagazine has grav-
itated to the BeltLine since David
Landis’ sculpture “NorthernWhite”
was on our first cover two years
ago. We hope this special edition of
Living Intown can do justice to the
BeltLine’s ever-changing complex-
ity and at least some of the many

people devoted to it. This issue is
meant to provide a helpful guide
to navigating the BeltLine, offer in-
sightful background details and
provide the next best thing to be-
ing there. Plus, you can find more
video, maps and other content at
ajc.com/beltlinemagazine.

Finally, I’ll point out that the
Atlanta BeltLine allows dogs and
bicycles — unlike the High Line.
So that’s one thing we’ve got
over New York.

Curt Holman
livingintowneditor@gmail.com
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JENNI GIRTMAN,

Living Intown pho-
tographer, has
more than 15
years of profes-
sional experience,
including eight
years on staff with
The Atlanta Jour-
nal-Constitution.

Backstory

After weeks of searching at
ground level for a wide shot that
would show a busy BeltLine and
give a clear proximity to down-
town, I started reaching out to con-
dos and apartments popping up in
the Old Fourth Ward to find a view
from above.

I connected with several folks
at Freedom Heights Loft, climbed
to the top of the exterior stairs at
AMLI, and hiked up and over
Freedom Parkway — with no luck.

Finally, the folks at 755 North
Apartments gave me access to their
roof, allowing me to hop a wall and
stay after hours. I was there for sev-
en hours and at last got this view as
the sun was setting.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Cont r ibutors
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To fully appreciate the image, see our special foldout. Page 50
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T L I N E

The BeltLine’s Northside
Trail runs directly under-
neath an old railroad tres-
tle near Ardmore Park.

O
n the hardwood floors of
Angel Poventud’s house,
construction documents
for the BeltLine’s

Westside Trail are arrayed from
the kitchen to the living room like a
thick, white snake. A large, framed
map of Atlanta from 1969, which
Poventud found in an abandoned
maintenance facility on the
BeltLine, hangs in the living room.
Crouching over the documents,
pointing at themap, he expounds
on the historical significance of the
BeltLine corridor in a raspy voice
with surfer-dude dialect, calling the
circular patchwork of old railroads
Atlanta’s original Interstate 285.

“The BeltLine was built to by-
pass the city,” says Poventud, a
CSX freight train engineer who’s
led BeltLine tours since 2009, ca-
tering to groups as disparate as
Georgia Tech freshmen and Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention employees. “But as a re-
sult of ‘If you build it, they will
come,’ it brought a lot of energy to
the city.”

The same can be said for the
BeltLine of today. But there’s a key
difference between what today’s
BeltLine aims to be — a 22-mile
emerald necklace around intown
Atlanta, complete with light-rail
transit — and yesterday’s railroad
networks: contiguousness.

Contrary to what Atlantans
might think, this oval of railroads
was never a single rail line, nev-
er controlled by a single compa-
ny. Rather, the story of the Belt-
Line involves four different sec-

Story by JOSH GREEN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN
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tions that were built and aban-
doned (with one exception) at dif-
ferent times. Given this fragment-
ed history, it makes sense that
BeltLine construction continues in
fits and bursts — and likely will un-
til the loop finally comes together,
this time moving people in the way
it once transported coal, Sears &
Roebuck Co. products and the raw
materials that built Atlanta.

All four original BeltLine sec-
tions came after the Civil War,
when booming cities like Atlan-
ta relied on “belts” of railways to
expand their industrial bases and
bypass population centers. None
of Atlanta’s belts were considered
major lines, which means histor-
ical documentation of their con-
struction, operation and freight
isn’t exactly plentiful. But Belt-
Line diehards like Poventud have
compiled enough data over the
years to shed light on the project’s

L I F E B E F O R E M A R T A
As part of the 1895 Cotton States and International Exposition, the Southern Railway transported

visitors to the grounds in Piedmont Park, near the future site of the Atlanta BeltLine.

The Inman Park Trolley
Barn opened in 1889 to
support the first electric
street cars in Atlanta.

Photos on this page courtesy of the Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History Center

The Atlanta BeltLine || Before
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R I D I N G T H E R A I L S
All of the future BeltLine rail tracks were laid after the Civil War, when booming cities like Atlanta

used “belts” of railways to expand their industrial bases and shape their 20th century landscape.

ancestors.
Poventud’s restored 1923 bun-

galow in Adair Park obliges his-
toric color palettes for the ar-
ea — auburn, jade and deep red
— and backs up to the under-con-
struction Westside Trail, which
is the section, historically speak-
ing, that experts know least about.
“It’s hard to pin down a date about
when it was even built,” says Ry-
an Gravel, the Atlanta architect
whose 1999 master’s thesis pro-
vided the original vision for the
BeltLine.

Standing in his backyard one
April afternoon, beside a gully of
churned dirt and construction

The Atlanta BeltLine || Before

Train engineer Angel
Poventud has first-hand
experience of local rail.



Photos on this page courtesy of the Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History Center
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Y E S T E R D A Y A N D T O D A Y

The Atlanta BeltLine || Before

fencing, Poventud explains that
trains once traversed the neigh-
borhood on two main-line tracks.
Spurring relatively little industry
(compared with sections on the
east side of town, where Poventud
says Sears was “the Amazon.com
of its day”), the tracks left many
old-growth trees in place.

Records indicate this railway
on Atlanta’s southwestern flank,
called the Louisville & Nash-

ville Railroad Belt Line, was op-
erational in 1902. Land near the
northern end of the tracks — where
neighborhoods such as Mozley
Park, Ashview Heights and Hunt-
er Hills are today — was original-
ly zoned for industry that never
came. The Georgia Department of
Transportation bought the corri-

dor to build a roadway for trucks,
planning to connect industri-
al northwest Atlanta to Interstate
20, but that never materialized,
either. Poventud’s research indi-
cates this segment has been dor-
mant for 40 years; Gravel says he
has seen pictures that suggest it
was “at least marginally opera-
tional” until the early 1980s. In
any case, GDOT and BeltLine offi-
cials inked a purchase option and
lease agreement in 2009.

Heading south from the West-
side Trail, bending around Turn-
er Field, reveals a 4.3-mile rail seg-
ment that will be called the South-
east (or South) Trail, stretching
up to Grant Park. Historically, this
corridor was known as the Atlan-
ta & West Point Belt Line Rail-



The old Sears, Roebuck
&Co. warehouse and
distribution center on Ponce
de Leon Avenue sat vacant
for years before its revival
as Ponce CityMarket on
the Eastside Trail.Photo courtesy of the Kenan Research Center at the Atlanta History Center
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A T L A N T A ’ S A N T I Q U I T I E S
The disused rails and bridges look like rusty anachronisms today, but they offer reminders

of the train lines’ glory days as major arteries of commerce for the city of Atlanta.

insider TIPS
» For a broader perspective
on Georgia’s railroad history,
visit railga.org, where you can
find interesting facts and rail-
related photography.

» For Atlantans geeky enough
to enjoy aerial mosaic photos
of the city that show early rail
lines, the website for Georgia
State University’s Digital
Collections (search “Planning
Atlanta”) provides hours of
brain candy at digitalcollection
s.library.gsu.edu.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Before

road, built in 1899 because the
owners weren’t able to run a line
into downtown Atlanta, where
competition from other railroads
was fierce. After a series of merg-
ers, the line eventually came un-
der the control of CSX in 1980
and became colloquially known
as “the sand train” for the materi-
al it delivered to eastside concrete
facilities. Poventud says CSX, his
employer, put the line out of ser-
vice in May 2014, and no deal with
the BeltLine has yet been reached
for its use.

“[CSX] is just holding it right
now,” he says.

Circling to the north, from
the modern-day Eastside Trail
to the unbuilt path in Buckhead,
is the section where the Atlan-
ta & Richmond Air Line Rail-

way tracks were laid in the 1870s,
decades before the city’s other
belts. Commonly called the South-
ern Railway, this line “played the
greatest role in the life of the city,”
Gravel says, in that it once linked
to downtown and hauled goods





The BeltLine’s Southern
section runs fromAdair
Park to Edgewood, and
much of its abandoned rail
remains untouched.

The Atlanta BeltLine

from the Sears distribution center
and other key industries.

Norfolk Southern Railway used
the line as recently as the 1990s
to access industrial sites near to-
day’s Historic Fourth Ward Park
skatepark. Even younger Atlantans
can sorely recall being delayed by
these trains on Monroe Drive at
Piedmont Park, Poventud says.

Looping around Buckhead,
heading back toward the Westside
Trail, leads to the lone section of
BeltLine railway that’s still thriv-
ing — and that no one anticipates
will go dormant. This 3.5-mile seg-
ment of the loop, the Seaboard
Air Line Railroad, was complet-
ed in 1892, and Poventud says CSX
still runs about 20 trains on it dai-
ly. This section is also unique in
that the BeltLine’s multi-use trail
and rail transit will likely be di-
vorced from each other when fully
built here.

“The idea there is the [BeltLine]
transit would share the corridor as
MARTA shares the corridor all over
the region, and CSX shares their
transit corridors with transit agen-
cies all over the country,” Grav-
el says. “So it’s the logical thing to
do.”

As with the southeast corridor,
a BeltLine deal with CSX has yet to
happen in the northwest section.

While poring over still more
maps in his kitchen, Poventud says
Atlantans are lucky, in a sense,
that the inner city’s population de-
creased as railroad shipping was
supplanted by trucking. Other-
wise, the paths born by the belt
lines of yesteryear might have al-
ready been developed — instead of
being catalysts for development.

“The BeltLine is really the infra-
structure to build the city for the
next 100 years,” he says. “It’s go-
ing to redefine how the city oper-
ates.”





B A C K T O T H E F U T U R E
Like the remnants of a bygone civilization, many sites off the BeltLine’s main path — like

these two along the southern portion near University Avenue — beckon for redevelopment.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Before
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A N G E L P O V E N T U D
Angel Poventud is a train engineer and longtime BeltLine advocate who lives on the Westside

Trail in Adair Park. Here, he offers his opinion to young creatives looking to invest on the trail.

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photo by JENNI GIRTMAN

A
freight train engineer by
day, community activ-
ist Angel Poventud has
championed the BeltLine

for more than a decade. He of-
ten offers walking or biking tours
of the BeltLine: Check “Beltline
Walks ATL by Angel” on Facebook
for updates. He lives in a renovat-
ed home that fronts on Adair Park
and backs to the Westside Trail.

Living Intown: What’s your

favorite part of the BeltLine?

Angel Poventud: The West-
side Trail has my favorite sections
of trail. It was the last [of the rail]

to be built and the first to be aban-
doned, so it has the least amount of
industrial land. The neighborhoods
and tree canopy push up against it,
and the bridges along it have a lit-
tle more character. I’ve walked it in
all weather, including five inches of
snow. It really is beautiful.

How did you first learn

about the BeltLine?

The 2004 “Emerald Necklace”
study [by Alex Garvin & Associates]
and its global view of whole neigh-
borhoods — that was my introduc-
tion to the BeltLine. Until then, I
didn’t know what we were missing.
The city got both bigger and more
connected and smaller. I went from
being a Midtown resident to a resi-
dent of the BeltLine.

As a train engineer,

what’s your perspective

on Atlanta from the rails?

My territory is Atlanta,
Athens and Gainesville. It’s what
we call “the brain train line”
connecting Emory University to
the University of Georgia. I can
get a freight train from the West-
side of Atlanta to Athens in two
and a half hours, carrying 12,000
tons of corn or 10,000 tons of
ethanol on trains a mile long.
I started riding the rail in 2005,
seeing how the Waterworks is
connected to Piedmont Hospital
is connected to Lindbergh — in
real time. People say “We should
connect things [in Atlanta],” but
from my perspective, they’re
seamlessly connected already.

The Atlanta BeltLine || People
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B I R T H O F T H E B E L T L I N E

M
any graduate theses and
dissertations propose
brilliant ideas and are
never heard of again. You

could argue that themost famous
master’s degree thesis of our time
was “Belt Line — Atlanta: Design
of Infrastructure as a Reflection of
Public Policy.” In 1999, even before
Y2K and 9/11, Georgia Tech graduate
student Ryan Gravel asserted: “The
Belt Line should accomplishmore
than just an improved system of
public transportation. It has the
potential to change thewaywe look
at Atlanta, howwe understand our
spacewithin the city andwithin the
region.”

Gravel’s idea for unifying Atlan-
ta’s unused rails drew on such for-
mative experiences as growing up
in Chamblee, haunting Westside
train yards as a college student and
visiting the Promenade Plantée, a
Parisian linear park built over an
obsolete rail line. A decade and a
half after his thesis defense, the At-
lanta BeltLine has exceeded Grav-
el’s dreams as it alters the percep-
tion of the city and serves as a mod-
el for civic projects in the region
and beyond.

Today, the urban planner lives
along the Eastside Trail in Inman
Park with his wife and two chil-
dren. In June of this year, Gravel
founded Sixpitch, his own consult-
ing firm, but he still serves as a pas-
sionate, soft-spoken ambassador
for the BeltLine. He talked with Liv-
ing Intown about the initial idea,
how it went from a proposal on pa-
per to paths of concrete, and how it
will lead the city to a new future.

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

An interview
with Ryan Gravel

The Atlanta BeltLine || Chapter 2

BeltLine architect
RyanGravel on the
steps of his Inman Park
home and office.
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B I R T H O F T H E B E L T L I N E

M
any graduate theses and
dissertations propose
brilliant ideas and are
never heard of again. You

could argue that themost famous
master’s degree thesis of our time
was “Belt Line — Atlanta: Design
of Infrastructure as a Reflection of
Public Policy.” In 1999, even before
Y2K and 9/11, Georgia Tech graduate
student Ryan Gravel asserted: “The
Belt Line should accomplishmore
than just an improved system of
public transportation. It has the
potential to change thewaywe look
at Atlanta, howwe understand our
spacewithin the city andwithin the
region.”

Gravel’s idea for unifying Atlan-
ta’s unused rails drew on such for-
mative experiences as growing up
in Chamblee, haunting Westside
train yards as a college student and
visiting the Promenade Plantée, a
Parisian linear park built over an
obsolete rail line. A decade and a
half after his thesis defense, the At-
lanta BeltLine has exceeded Grav-
el’s dreams as it alters the percep-
tion of the city and serves as a mod-
el for civic projects in the region
and beyond.

Today, the urban planner lives
along the Eastside Trail in Inman
Park with his wife and two chil-
dren. In June of this year, Gravel
founded Sixpitch, his own consult-
ing firm, but he still serves as a pas-
sionate, soft-spoken ambassador
for the BeltLine. He talked with Liv-
ing Intown about the initial idea,
how it went from a proposal on pa-
per to paths of concrete, and how it
will lead the city to a new future.

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

An interview
with Ryan Gravel

T L I N E



A V I S I O N R E A L I Z E D
Gravel brought an artistic touch to the BeltLine with “Map-O-Rama,” his original art installation

exhibited in 2011 at the Museum of Design Atlanta. Today, sections of it decorate his home.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Bir th

Living Intown:Were you

always interested in trains?

Ryan Gravel: I grew up in
Chamblee, where you could
hear the trains at night pass-
ing through. I was fascinated by
trains. When I went to Georgia
Tech to study architecture in 1991,
I lived in the west campus dorms
and kind of got obsessed with the
gritty industrial side of the city —
the west side of town in particular
where all the train tracks converge
in the big yards. Looking at maps,
I was really fascinated with the
fact that Atlanta was built by the
railroad, but there was this unique
loop of them that was significantly
underutilized and seemed to pres-

ent a real opportunity for the city.

Didn’t a trip to Paris partially

inspire the BeltLine?

For my senior year at Geor-
gia Tech, I went to study in Par-
is for a year as part of their study
abroad program. Within a month
I dropped 15 pounds. I was in the
best shape in my life because I
was eating fresh food and walking
wherever I went. The connection
between the built environment,
the places I lived and my person-
al health and well-being became
crystal clear. I came back to At-
lanta that summer, graduated and
took a job driving on the top end
of I-285 every day. That got me to



wonder how we could change
this paradigm, how we could
create that healthy, walkable
paradigm in Atlanta.

How did your master’s

thesis evolve out of that

in graduate school?

Because I was doing a joint de-
gree with architecture and city
planning, my thesis had to bridge
both of those things. I was inter-
ested in this loop of railroads and
thought that if we repurposed it for
transit, it would revitalize existing
neighborhoods and incentivize the
development of the industrial belt
to create a new way of life for peo-
ple in the city.

BeltLine Aug. 2015 ! LIVING INTOWN 31
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A N I D E A I N M O T I O N
After college, Gravel shelved the concept, only to join

an architectural firm where colleagues saw its potential.

AJC FILE PHOTO

How was the idea received?

My professor and advisers —
nobody thought it was real. I nev-
er thought it was real. It was a
fun conversation. We put the
book on the shelf on the library
at Georgia Tech, and that was it.

How did you decide

to take it off the shelf?

I graduated in December 1999,
and after the holidays I got a
job at an architecture firm. We
were doing mixed-use infill proj-
ects, converting old buildings in-
to lofts and building new intown
residential and retail. We were
doing the master plan for the old
Mead site on Lake Avenue in In-

man Park and trying to decide,
do you take the parking
garage and jam it against the
abandoned railroad, or do you
orient the project toward the
railroad, hoping that it’ll become
something else one day? I was
telling my co-workers about this
idea I had in school, for that very
railroad, and they thought it was
cool. The more we talked about
it, the more people wanted to
hear about it.

This was the summer of 2001,
so eventually we sent out a letter
to everyone we could think of —
the mayor, the governor, all the
regional planning agencies —
describing this idea.
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G R O W I N G U P O N T H E T R A I L
After some treats and a stroll on the Eastside Trail, Ryan Gravel and his family — (from left)

Jonas, 7, wife Karen and Lucia, 10 — take a break in front of the Virginia Cotton Dock Lofts.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Bir th

What was the response to that?

We got some nice letters back
saying “Good luck with that,”
but we got one really enthusi-
astic response back from Cathy
Woolard. She was the chair of the
Atlanta City Council Transporta-
tion Committee. She was looking
at all the regional plans for tran-
sit, and there really wasn’t any-
thing for people who live in the
city, the large proportion of peo-
ple who really depend on transit
to get around because they can’t
afford a car.

She was just frustrated by that,
and thought that the city should

be investing in that. One day she
went to her office, and our let-
ter was on her desk. She called us
in and asked us to do a town hall
meeting, which we did in a church
basement in Virginia-Highland,
and the neighborhood fell in love
with the idea. Then she was elect-
ed city council president, so we
took the conversation citywide.

How long did that

conversation take?

Literally for two and half years,
we went to every neighborhood
group, every neighborhood plan-
ning unit, every church, school,

business, rotary club, anybody
and everybody who wanted to
hear this idea. I was doing three
or four public meetings a week for
two and a half years, and so was
Cathy, and so was her staff, and a
handful of volunteers.

And we created this amazing
grassroots movement. We built
this constituency around commu-
nity organizers fighting for their
lives in their communities, devel-
opers who wanted to take advan-
tage of the new growth coming in-
to the center city, and a lot of oth-
er nonprofit and environmental-
type groups interested in chang-
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L I K E W I L D F I R E
A coalition of elected officials, community organizers, developers and nonprofit groups

rallied around the idea, all wanting a hand in changing the growth paradigm of the city.

ing the growth paradigm of the
city and advocating for things like
parks and housing and bicycles
and all that stuff. It was an amaz-
ing coalition to have all at the
same table, wanting the same out-
come. It got the attention of other
elected officials, the mayor [Shir-
ley Franklin] and everybody.

The project started to take on
a life of its own. And as it did, the
vision started to expand, so what
started as this kernel of an idea —
transit and trails, connecting ex-
isting places, redevelopment of
this land, revitalization of commu-
nities — that core concept grew to
include 1,400 acres of new parks,
the largest affordable housing ini-

tiative the city’s ever undertak-
en, public art, public health and
preservation. The bigger the vi-
sion got, the more constituencies
it brought to the cause. The more
powerful the proposal was, I think
the more likely it was that we
would succeed. You want to be-
lieve in a big, ambitious vision for
your future.

Did you ever see a tipping

point that ensured the BeltLine

would become a real project?

Everybody’s got their own story
about the moment they saw that
this was real. For me, it was about
a year and a half into it. I thought
we were just having an interesting

conversation. We attended a meet-
ing of the Atlanta Regional Com-
mission to advocate for the proj-
ect, to get it on the priority list of
transportation projects. I was ner-
vously preparing to make my pub-
lic comment for the record, and
standing behind these two wom-
en who were saying “Our proj-
ect is this loop that connects 45
neighborhoods,” “Our loop proj-
ect does this and that.” They were
claiming it as “our project,” but
I had no idea who they were. I
could see that that sense of owner-
ship creates a lot of political pow-
er and would almost obligate the
city to put together the nuts and
bolts to make it happen.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Bir th
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insider TIP
» In March of 2016,
Palgrave Macmillan will
publish Ryan Gravel’s book,
“WhereWeWant to Live:
Reclaiming Infrastructure for
a New Generation of Cities.”

“I get told a lot,
especially by young
people, that the
BeltLine is the

reason they moved
to Atlanta.”

B E F O R E A N D A F T E R
Gravel has been a firsthand witness to how the revitalization of former rail lines has changed

how Atlantans lead their lives, as shown by the photo he look in 2013 (below, right).

IMAGES COURTESY OF RYAN GRAVEL

More recently, have you

been on the BeltLine and been

struck that this idea from in

your head has become real?

We’re still in the very early
stages of implementation, but
the success, in particular the
success of the Eastside Trail, has
been remarkable. It became es-
pecially real about two years
ago, when I took my kids on a
bike ride along the trail, and
I was taking pictures with my
phone. When I got back home,
I was flipping through my pic-
tures, and saw one image that
I’ve decided is my favorite pic-
ture I’ve ever taken on the Belt-
Line. There was this woman in
front of me, who I hadn’t seen
until I was looking at the photo-
graph, carrying her groceries.
And in the process she’s validat-
ing everything that we always
said the project would do, that
it’s changing the way people live
their lives in the city. That was
really, truly powerful for me.

How do you think the BeltLine

will shape the city’s future?

I get told a lot, especially by
young people, that the BeltLine is
the reason they moved to Atlan-
ta, or the reason they stay here. I
think it’s important as we look at
Atlanta’s global competitiveness,
we have to create the kind of place
where people want to live.

I’ve lived on the BeltLine on
Krog Street, and there are people
coming from all over the region,
going to Krog Street Market, tak-
ing their dogs and strollers and ev-
erybody on the BeltLine for the
day. That’s great, because they’re
taking ideas back to their commu-
nities and thinking, “What can we
do here that’s similarly innovative
and compelling and will make it
the kind of place where I’ll really
enjoy living?” I think it’s absolute-
ly going to shift the region’s whole
way of thinking in a powerful and
profound kind of way. For an ex-
tensive video of this interview, go to
ajc.com/beltlinemagazine.
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W
orkers building the At-
lanta BeltLine never
know what they will
dig up next, which has

led to a joke around the office.
“We say every time someone

puts a shovel in the ground, we
find something no one knew was
there,” says Lee Harrop, Atlanta
BeltLine Inc.’s program manage-
ment officer.

They have discovered a flowing
creek, an old pedestrian tunnel,

layers of railroad tracks and even
what is thought to be the headwa-
ters of Utoy Creek since construc-
tion began.

Atlanta BeltLine Inc., under
president and CEO Paul Morris, is
the organization responsible for
planning and construction of the
BeltLine, while the Atlanta Belt-
Line Partnership (ABLP) works
with communities to educate resi-
dents about the project.

Harrop has the daunting re-
sponsibility of overseeing con-
struction of the 22-mile loop that
will connect parks, commercial ar-
eas and 45 Atlanta neighborhoods
by its scheduled completion.

Story by ANDY JOHNSON

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

His life is filled with spread-
sheets, meetings and overseeing
projects with tight construction
deadlines challenged by unexpect-
ed delays. The weather has been
one of the project’s biggest obsta-
cles.

Almost 29 inches of rain was
dumped on metro Atlanta in the
six months leading up to the mid-
dle of May, about 4 inches more
than in 2014. Incessant spring
downpours stalled work on the
Westside Trail, a 3-mile stretch
connecting University Avenue in
Adair Park with Lena Avenue at
Washington Park that’s expected
to cost $43 million.

G E T T I N G I T B U I L T

Construction continues
on the BeltLine’sWestside
Trail at the underpass
ofWestviewDrive.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Bir th

The decades-spanning construction project digs up the unexpected and

moves hundreds of acres of earth while paving a new direction for the city.
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W E S T S I D E ’ S S T O R Y
Currently under construction is the Westside Trail, a 3-mile stretch connecting University

Avenue in Adair Park with Lena Avenue at Washington Park, expected to be complete in 2016.

“We were calling it the Westside
Lap Pool, as much as it was rain-
ing,” Harrop says.

Atlanta BeltLine construction
officials can’t track every nail and
screw used on the project, and
calculating man-hours is nearly
impossible because of delays. But
they know other particulars, such
as the cost of the stainless steel
handrail used along the Eastside
Trail, which equaled $1.3 million.

“You’re always dealing with the
unforeseens,” says Andrew Lind-
say, president of Woodstock-based
Astra Group, which construct-
ed the Eastside Trail and Histor-
ic Fourth Ward Park, and is build-
ing the Westside Trail. “Weath-
er is something we’re always deal-
ing with and adjusting to. We have
to adjust our plans and sched-
ules based on new information. It
takes time to remobilize and read-
just our crews.”

The geography and topography
of a project this immense presents
varied construction scenarios that
sometime force audibles and ad-
justments as sections of the Belt-
Line are built.

“We learned that not one size
fits all,” says Harrop, a Savannah
native who earned his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from Geor-
gia State.

Much of the construction on the
Eastside Trail, which opened in
2012, involved transforming un-
used industrial areas and old rail
lines into the 2.25-mile trail that
connects 10th Street and Pied-
mont Park with the Old Fourth
Ward.

The new path and greenway has
spurred residential construction
along the corridor, thanks to easy
access to the area’s shops and res-
taurants, leading to an estimated
$1 billion in economic growth.

Parts of the Westside Trail, by
comparison, extend through es-
tablished neighborhoods, which
initially caused concern among
some of the long-time residents.

“On the Westside Trail, we had
to do a lot more handholding by
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Andrew Lindsay’s
company, Astra Group,
built the Eastside Trail and
Historic FourthWard Park,
and is now busy building
theWestside Trail.



going door-to-door and explain-
ing what we were designing,” Har-
rop says. “We told the residents
that all the contractors were go-
ing to wear this type of vest and
this type of hat. We wanted all
of them to make sure they had a
phone number they could call if
they had any questions they want-
ed to ask.”

BeltLine officials want to stabi-
lize the neighborhoods without
causing disruption, which is diffi-
cult because construction of the
BeltLine is “linear,” Lindsay says.

That means the trails are be-
ing built along the ground, as op-
posed to the “vertical” construc-
tion of a building. In linear con-
struction, the ground presents on-
going challenges, such as terrain,
old structures, tons of debris and
contaminated soil.

“If you’re building a building,
it’s out of the ground once you get
the slab poured,” he says. “Your
only interference is air.”

Despite the issues each area
presents, Atlanta BeltLine Inc.
works with such construction
partners as the Astra Group to
provide a consistent appearance
throughout all sections of the path
and the parks they connect.

“Before we started building any
parks and any trails, we decided
how the end product was going to
look,” Harrop says. “We wanted to
ensure the Westside Trail would
have the same quality of materials
as the Eastside. Even though the
Westside Trail has more existing
trees than the Eastside, we want-
ed the look and quality to be con-
sistent.”

Above, Atlanta BeltLine
and city officials shovel dirt
to conclude theWestside
Trail groundbreaking cere-
mony in November 2014.

AJC FILE PHOTO

Below,months after the
groundbreaking, construc-
tion workers pave sections
of theWestside Trail from
Irwin Street to Edgewood
Avenue.
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T H E B I G C L E A N U P
To make the trails safe for people, pets and plants, more than 1,700 tons of contaminated soil

were removed from land that once accommodated factories, warehouses and railroad tracks.

Planners knew parts of the Belt-
Line would be built on repurposed
land that was once home to facto-
ries, industrial warehouses, park-
ing lots and railroad facilities and
tracks, so they expected to find
contaminated soil throughout the
construction zones.

They planned for 1,100 acres of
soil to be remediated because of
lead and other hazardous mate-
rials.

Working with the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and the En-
vironmental Protection Division,
the BeltLine has already cleaned
or removed 470 acres of soil –
more than twice the size of Pied-

mont Park (189 acres) — with an
expected 15 years remaining on
the project.

More than 1,700 tons of con-
taminated soil were removed and
more than 100 acres of kudzu and
other plants were cleared from
the Eastside Trail to make the area
safe for people, pets and plants.

“There were corridors of un-
suitable soil and old, unstable
structural walls that had to be
cleaned up and corrected,” Lind-
say says. “This area is supporting
the new paths and future rail, and
has to be done properly. We had
to solve those issues. It has to hold
the weight of the trail and the fu-

ture transit.”
BeltLine officials were sur-

prised to find so much arsenic in
the soil, but later learned that rail-
roads used the poison as a pesti-
cide and herbicide.

“Atlanta was in an environmen-
tal free fall for 140 years before the
EPA was created,” Harrop says.
“Some of BeltLine land is in a cor-
ridor more than 100 years old that
went through the Industrial Revo-
lution. When we uncover environ-
mental issues that could impact
public health and the health of the
construction workers, it can lead
to unforeseen cost overruns.”

The arsenic was only found in
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low-lying areas and proved “easy
enough to clean,” he says.

There is some type of cleanup on
every corridor purchased for the
BeltLine.

“We haven’t found any gold,”
Harrop says. “Just a lot of prob-
lems.”

He describes the BeltLine as larg-
est project he’s been involved with
and jokes that the 2030 completion
date coincides with his retirement.

“There are worst ways to take
my career out,” Harrop says. “This
would be a tough act to follow.”

For a Q&A with Andrew Lindsay,
go to ajc.com/beltlinemagazine.

BeltLine by the numbers

30
Sheep used to eat
kudzu and other plants

33
Miles of multi-path trails

470
Acres of soil already
cleaned or removed

1,300
Acres of parks

15,000
Acres affected,
about 19 percent
of the city’s land mass

22,100
One-year
construction
jobs created

45,900
Twitter followers

48,000
Construction jobs
to be created
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A guide to exploring the BeltLine, from the busy completed paths

to the rustic interim hiking trails, and the greenspace in between.



S
o let’s check out the
BeltLine. I hope you’re
wearing comfortable
shoes. Would you like

to borrow some sunscreen?
Most Atlantans have heard how

the renewal of the historic rail line
will link neighborhoods and parks
and bring new commercial invest-
ment, low-income housing and re-
vitalized transit. But many haven’t
spent much time exploring the ac-
tual trails. To see and enjoy the
highly touted city-spanning proj-
ect right now — like, today — you
really just need to follow two key
steps.

First, get to the Atlanta Belt-
Line.

Second, be on the Atlanta Belt-
Line.

That’s basically it, as the Belt-
Line doesn’t demand special prep-
aration or strategies. People can
experience it in different ways,
and often it’s best to visit and fig-
ure those out for yourself.

Since the first BeltLine
groundbreaking in 2008, different
segments of the trail have been in
different states of readiness. Know
that while the original beltline is
the 22-mile rail loop, the complet-
ed project is projected to include
multiple connecting trails for a
combined total of more than 30
miles. So about a third of the At-
lanta BeltLine trails won’t neces-
sarily be on the former rail line.

While parking tends to be the
bane of many Atlantans’ exis-
tence, a good rule of thumb is
to find a place for your car in or

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

A family sets out on the
Eastside Trail toward Pied-
mont Park, passing the
“WhirlingWheels” bicycle
sculptures along theway.
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around the old, new and refur-
bished parks connected by the
project. It may mean a little more
walking to get to your preferred
destination, but there’s a reason
that people who live in connected
neighborhoods use BeltLine trails
as shortcuts: It takes less time
than you might expect to get from
one place to another on foot.

Some notes on BeltLine eti-
quette: occasionally BeltLine bicy-
clists, perhaps giddy from escap-
ing roads with cars, can get a lit-
tle overzealous and zoom past pe-
destrians with reckless speeds. Bi-
cyclists are advised to call out “on
your left” when passing, and walk-
ers should listen out for riders
coming up behind them: Crash-
es are known to happen. Inciden-
tally, wheelchairs are the only mo-
torized vehicles allowed.

If you encounter an old friend
and want to stop and chat, try to
move to the shoulder and leave
room for others. If you’re walking
a pet, don’t let extending leashes
turn into trail-spanning trip wires,
and definitely clean up after your
animal companion. An unspoken
“share the trail” credo extends to
everyone.

The finished trails make for fas-
cinating destinations, while still
only comprising a fraction of the
full project. Ready?

Eastside Trail
Ask people to think of the At-

lanta BeltLine, and they’ll proba-
bly envision the 2.25-mile stretch
from Irwin Street to the intersec-
tion of Monroe Drive and 10th
Street. It’s finished and features
an abundance of art and commer-
cial development as it touches on
such neighborhoods as Virginia-
Highland, Midtown, Poncey-High-
land, Old Fourth Ward and Inman
Park.

But while an increasing number
of businesses are situated facing
the BeltLine, you need to step off
the trail to do serious shopping or

S H A R E T H E T R A I L
On popular BeltLine routes like the bridge over North Avenue on the Eastside Trail,

bicyclists are encouraged to call out “on your left!” when passing pedestrians.
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dining — don’t expect the BeltLine
to offer the commerce of a busy
boardwalk with pushcarts and
shopfronts. Most of the trail goes
through greenspace, making for a
leisurely way to enjoy the foliage,
art, and historic and new architec-
ture, as well as scope out interest-
ing people and pets.

It’s easy to imagine that when
the project reaches its completion
date in about 15 years, the loop
will look approximately like 22
miles of Eastside Trail. That seems
like a tall order for some of the
neighborhoods — but then, proba-
bly few people probably expected
that the long-neglected Old Fourth
Ward would see such a transfor-
mation.
Best parking: On the trail’s
northern end, there’s a paid lot
beside Park Tavern at Piedmont
Park. My favorite places are on-
street parking at Historic Fourth
Ward Skatepark, which backs di-
rectly onto the trail, or the His-
toric Fourth Ward Park, which re-
quires a short uphill walk via Gate-
way Trail. Overall, the Eastside
Trail has nearly a dozen access
points, including ones on Virginia
Avenue and North Highland, but
not all provide street parking.

Day campers frolic on
the splash pad of Historic
FourthWard Park, one of
the BeltLine’s first urban
parks, completed in 2012.

Signs you’re

on the BeltLine
“NorthernWhite,”
a stainless steel rhino
sculpture by artist David
Landis, keepswatch over
the Eastside Trail.
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Northside Trail
This 1-mile trail meanders from

the back of Colonial Homes and
Bobby Jones Golf Course through
Tanyard Creek Park to Ardmore
Park. It’s an extremely pleasant
amble through lots of shady, se-
rene green space in the Collier
Hills and Ardmore Park neighbor-
hoods. Having opened in April
2010, it offers a nice linkage of
parks and playgrounds, but not a
lot of art and no convenient dining
or retail options unless you go out
of your way to Peachtree Street.
Expect an atmosphere more like
one of the many PATH trails in the
adjacent Peachtree Battle area
rather than the Eastside Trail.
Best parking: Along the streets at
the entry points of Ardmore Park,
Tanyard Creek Park and Goodson
Lane. (At the latter, avoid parking
within the nearby townhome com-
plex.)

West End Trail/
Westside Trail

The first completed part of Belt-
Line, the 2.4-mile West End Trail
stretches from the entrance of
Westview Cemetery through Gor-
don White Park to White Street,
connecting the West End, West-
view and Mozley Park neighbor-
hoods. Occasionally the trail
moves through green space, but
much of it stands alongside the
streets, which can make it feel
more like a sidewalk than a respite
from the roads.

About a half mile of the West
End trail will be shared by the
Westside Trail, which makes a 3-
mile route from University Av-
enue in Adair Park to Lena Ave-
nue at Washington Park. Because
the trails have some overlap and
the Westside trail is currently un-
der construction, you can stand
on the finished BeltLine and look
down on unfinished BeltLine with-
out requiring some kind of time
machine.

The Westside Trail features

G A T E W A Y S T O G R E E N S P A C E
The completed Northside Trail alongside Bobby Jones Golf Course (top) is a favorite for its

pleasant greenspace, while the Westside Trail (bottom) is currently under construction.
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“The Highball Artist”mural
by Hadley Breckenridge.
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some fine tree canopy and many
of the project’s most interest-
ing historic tunnels and bridges,
along with some of the most play-
ful artwork, so it’ll be fascinating
to see the finished product. Note
that the Atlanta BeltLine Inc. dis-
courages visits while the trail’s an
active construction site, so it may
be best appreciated from afar.
Best parking:Washington Park
at the northern end, Adair Park at
the southern end, and street park-
ing on Peeples and White streets
near Rose Circle Park (close to
mile marker 0 and the “West End
Remembers” mural).

Interim hiking trails
If you stumble upon these un-

paved dirt or gravel paths, they
may initially seem like a time-hon-
ored neighborhood shortcut, un-
til you come across an elaborate
piece of modern art or an offi-

cial BeltLine mile marker where
least expected. The segment that
extends north from the Eastside
Trail is one of my favorite Belt-
Line discoveries: From Piedmont
Park, it goes under Piedmont
Road and behind Ansley Mall.
With the rough paths and the ar-
ea businesses just catching on, it
feels like being “backstage” at the
BeltLine. Walk beyond the strik-
ing bridge at Montgomery Ferry
Drive and you’ll find semi-active
rail that eventually passes under I-
85, so go at your own risk.

The Eastside Trail’s more indus-
try-influenced southern extension
is .4 miles, with a northern bound-
ary at Wylie Street and Hulsey
Yard and a southern entrance near
H. Harper Station.
Best parking: At Piedmont Park
and Ansley Mall for the northern
extension, along Wylie Street and
Kirkwood Avenue for the south-
ern one.

The rustic interim hiking trails can be provide handy

shortcuts. The couple below regularly uses the northern

hiking trails to walk to and from their jobs at Kroger.
insider TIPS
» Perhaps the most oft-
overlooked segment of
BeltLine is the 1.15-mile
Southwest Connector
Spur Trail that links Lionel
Hampton Trail to the
Beecher Hills and Westwood
Terrace neighborhoods, and
will eventually provide a 4.5-
mile spur to the Westside
Trail.

» Greg Levine, co-executive
director of Trees Atlanta,
has a favorite way to bicycle
on the BeltLine. “The most
interesting thing to do is bike
at night,” he says, “because
you hear the sound of the
crickets— and when you go
over a bridge, it stops.”

» The trails are funded
by a combination of
public sources, such as
the Atlanta BeltLine Tax
Allocation District, and
private ones via the Atlanta
BeltLine Partnership
Capital Campaign. For more
information on contributing
or becoming a member, go
to beltline.org/get-involved/
become-a-member/.



This low, picturesque ridge
is literally one of the high
points of the BeltLine Ar-
boretum. Standing on the
trail below affords a love-

ly view of the scarlet oaks that give
the spot its nickname, and you can
follow a well-trodden dirt path up
to the hilltop. “It’s got a sweeping
skyline view of downtown and Mid-
town, and you can see Ponce City
Market come to life,” says Belt-
Line visionary Ryan Gravel. “It’s
in a similar location as where Gen-
eral Sherman watched the burn-
ing of Atlanta. It’s within earshot of
Dr. King’s church and home in the
Sweet Auburn district, which is so
defining for Atlanta. Just to see all
of that coming together in this new
feature that we’re building for the
city, it’s a great vantage point.”

T H R E E T R E E H I L L

1

T H E E S S E N T I A L S

Visiting the Atlanta BeltLine is often more about the journey

than the destination. The cool features and engaging sights

along the trails don’t necessarily equal the simple experience

of being on it, whether afoot or on wheels, walking alone

or marching in a parade. It’s also still a work in progress, so

choosing the must-see attractions is a fleeting exercise: Some

will change and many others will be added in the ensuing

years. When Ponce City Market is fully open by late 2015,

for instance, it’ll zoom to the top of the list. And as Atlanta

BeltLine Inc. discourages walking on the Westside Trail while

it’s an active construction site, some of its best bridges and

tunnels can only be appreciated from a distance for now. The

point of the BeltLine may be to find your own favorites, but

to get you started, here are seven essential places to visit.

Eastside Trail, near mile 10

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

Map by ELIZABETH LANDT

On the facing page,
a panoramic view
from the roof of the
755North apartments
includes part of the
Eastside trail and
Historic FourthWard
Park (center left), one
of The Essentials,
lit up at night.

V I E W
F R O M
A B O V E
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THE JAMES M. COX
FOUNDATION IS A
PROUD SUPPORTER OF
THE ATLANTA BELTLINE.
The James M. Cox Foundation and Sarah and
Jim Kennedy have contributed $12.5 M for
parks and trail development along the Atlanta
BeltLine. A portion of this investment has been
made through the BeltLine’s trail-building
partner, the PATH Foundation.

Trails are important in creating a more livable city.
People want to live in areas where they can walk or
bike to work, shopping, restaurants and experience
their communities in a more connected way.
The Beltline brings new life to old communities,
attracts young professionals and families — and
helps keep them here. That’s good for Atlanta and
its business community.

-Jim Kennedy
Chairman, Cox Enterprises, Inc.

Honorary Campaign Chair for the Atlanta BeltLine

For more than 20 years, Atlanta’s PATH
Foundation has been developing multiuse trails
and linear parks to provide opportunities for
walking, running, biking and skating – work that
Cox has supported since the organization’s
inception. This system of scenic greenways not
only offers a place for recreation, but also helps
preserve the area’s forested character. Trails
bring together people of diverse races, ages,
income levels and cultural backgrounds to
enjoy the outdoors – and improve their health.
The Atlanta BeltLine is an important component
of Cox’s support for PATH and its mission.

“
”

Photo by: Van Hall

Bottom photos from left to right: Jim Kennedy attends
Eastside Trail Dedication, Jamie Kennedy attends
Westside Trail Groundbreaking, Weekly Eastside Trail
bike tour beginning in Piedmont Park



Photo by: Van Hall

Bottom photos from left to right: Jim Kennedy attends
Eastside Trail Dedication, Jamie Kennedy attends
Westside Trail Groundbreaking, Weekly Eastside Trail
bike tour beginning in Piedmont Park



The Atlanta BeltLine

M O R N I N G , N O O N A N D N I G H T
Whether getting in a morning run, people-watching in the afternoon or seeing the Atlanta

skyline light up at night, the Atlanta BeltLine provides attractions any time of day.
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B
rent andMichelle Potter
had been renting a home
near downtownDecatur
for years when signs —

little omens,maybe — started
pointing them to Adair Park,
a historic but under-the-radar
neighborhood that abuts the
BeltLine’sWestside Trail, a few
minutes south of downtown.

“We started meeting people
that lived in the neighborhood,
friends of friends,” recalls Brent,
a project designer for a Decatur
home restoration company. “We
were at the dentist one day, and
the dental hygienist was from
Adair Park. She was really talking
up the neighborhood, and you’re
kind of a captive audience in the
dentist chair.

“All things pointed
to Adair Park for us.”

A home tour hosted by Wells
Fargo served as the Potters’ intro-
duction to Adair Park. The neigh-
borhood had rough edges and
clearly wasn’t buzzing with chef-
driven restaurants and cocktail
bars like Decatur, but the Potters
fell for the historic housing stock,
the wide streets and what Mi-
chelle calls “an old-time feel” — a
strong sense of community where
porch parties are paramount.
When they walked into a neglect-
ed 1922 Craftsman bungalow on
Brookline Street, about a block
from the under-construction
BeltLine, the home’s potential
shone through its lack of a kitch-
en, leaky roof, asbestos siding
and vanished copper. The price —
$67,000 — didn’t hurt, either. The
Potters looked at each other and
said, “This is the one.”

Story by JOSH GREEN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

The Atlanta BeltLine has an allure for homebuyers, but would-be

residents and house flippers find that getting in isn’t always easy.



A S E L L E R ’ S M A R K E T
Young families, career-focused millenials and empty-nesters from the suburbs have all joined

the groundswell of homebuyers and renters who have decided to live on or near the BeltLine.

Brent andMichelle
Potter (above) spent a year
renovating their 1920s
bungalow in Adair Park.

After a yearlong renovation that
adhered to Adair Park’s historic
guidelines — a single old window
with 36 tiny panes cost $400, for
instance — the Potters moved this
spring into “a new house in an old
shell,” as Brent puts it. And the
countdown to the Westside Trail’s
ribbon-cutting commenced.

“There’s a buzz in the air, some
excitement,” Brent says. “There’s
a lot of individual [southwest At-
lanta] neighborhoods right now,
but I think the BeltLine’s going to
facilitate connectivity.”

The Potters join a groundswell
of homebuyers and renters — from
West End and Westview to Vir-
ginia-Highland and Midtown —
who’ve made easy access to the
BeltLine a top priority in decid-
ing where to live. They are empty-
nesters from the suburbs, young
families, career-focused millen-
nials and any other demograph-
ic that can appreciate the multi-
use trail’s potential. The allure is
evidenced by rising property val-
ues and what real estate agents de-
scribe as a demand frenzy. To ex-
pedite home searches, the MLS
property listing system has even
added “Near BeltLine” under its
category of amenities.

The BeltLine’s most popular
paved stretch — the 2.25-mile East-
side Trail, which links the south-
ern fringes of Inman Park and Old
Fourth Ward to Piedmont Park —
has been open for less than three
years, but has had a pull for much
longer. Property values started to
rise in the area when the trail was
still on the drawing board, Belt-
Line officials have said, and they
show few signs of hitting a ceiling.

“Many people anticipated the
newness of the BeltLine would
fade away and the market would
level out,” says Tonya Marlatt, an
associate broker with Coldwell
Banker. “This has not been the
case along the Eastside Trail. Val-
ues continue to rise at a steady,
unpredicted rate, and the demand
to live on or near the BeltLine has
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Below, Inman Park
residents have easy
access to the paths
of the Eastside Trail.





L O O K I N G T O B U Y I N
The gold rush of homebuyers eager for BeltLine access on the east side has extended into

neighborhoods like Cabbagetown, Reynoldstown and the eastern flank of Grant Park.

increased.”
Marlatt says desire for the

“badge of honor” that is liv-
ing on the BeltLine has extend-
ed into “exploding” neighbor-
hoods like Cabbagetown, Reyn-
oldstown and the eastern flank
of Grant Park, though it could be
years before a southward exten-
sion of the Eastside Trail is ful-
ly paved. To illustrate, in May she
pointed to The Stacks lofts, a con-
verted Cabbagetown cotton mill,
where average sale prices have ris-
en almost $24 per square foot — or
$24,000 more for a cozy, 1,000-
square-foot condo — since 2013.
That’s a rise of about 8 percent in
less than two years.

For some Atlanta newcom-
ers who’ve managed to purchase
homes in the area, the BeltLine
has sparked unexpected lifestyle
transformations.

On Howell Street in the Old
Fourth Ward, Donell Woodson
and his wife, Evonne, an Emory
University scientist, bought a two-
story, Craftsman-style house af-
ter moving from Virginia in 2013.
Key in their decision was proxim-
ity to the BeltLine and the diversi-
ty of their neighbors, who ranged
from lawyers and baristas to an el-
derly lady who marched in the civ-
il rights movement. They’d brief-
ly considered buying in Atlanta’s
southern suburbs and snooped
around Virginia-Highland (quick-
ly realizing they were priced out
of the neighborhood), until Donell
happened upon the Old Fourth
Ward during a jog one day.

A year after they moved in,
Donell landed a full-time position
as an urban community develop-
er focusing on the BeltLine area in
the Old Fourth Ward, a role sup-
ported through private and cor-
porate funding. He also became
a lead volunteer with the Boule-
vard Tunnel Initiative — a group
that troubleshoots graffiti and oth-
er problems in the subterranean
link between Old Fourth Ward and
Cabbagetown — and was installed

insider TIP
» Atlanta BeltLine Inc.’s
official website includes a
searchable map for homes
along the BeltLine for sale
at less than $200,000.
fhlb.beltline.org/buy-a-home/
find-a-home
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The Atlanta BeltLine

“ W E L O V E N O T
H A V I N G A Y A R D ”

as a Historic District Development
Corporation board member. He
beams when ticking off the myriad
additions — new restaurants, festi-
vals, a streetcar line, even a neigh-
borhood apothecary — happening
all around him.

“So much is taking place in our
neighborhood,” Donell says.

Unlike the Woodsons, fellow
Old Fourth Ward residents Mike
and Debbie Slocum have deep
roots in metro Atlanta. Before
moving to a John Wieland town-
home development, the Slocums
had lived in East Cobb for near-
ly three decades, where they
raised four children. They rare-
ly ventured into Atlanta except
for sporting events, concerts and
Mike’s job at Coca-Cola.

All of that changed one fateful
evening in 2013. “My daughter-
in-law, who’s a Realtor, brought
me down here on like a Thursday
night, and it was just hopping with
people — the restaurants and the
bars,” Debbie says. “I said, ‘Is this



Debbie and Mike Slocum moved from East Cobb

to a quad-level townhome on the Eastside Trail.

Atlanta? I love it!’”
The Slocums traded their

7,000-square-foot home for a
quad-level townhome with an el-
evator and rooftop terrace. A
year after moving in, Debbie said
they’d become so enamored with
their walkable lifestyle, they con-
vinced suburban friends to buy
an under-construction town-
home near Krog Street Market
and make a similar transition.

“Our East Cobb friends ask
about the traffic, the crime, and
how it is living without a yard,”
Debbie says. “We always say ...
we don’t get in traffic. We ride
our bikes or walk everywhere.
We are more mindful of crime. ...
We always ask guests not to leave
anything in their cars, and we
have an alarm system that we ac-
tually use. We love not having a
yard. We spend our time in the
many parks.

“Mike and I have adapted to
city living just fine. It was a great
move for us.”



Tiny Doors, the cute

and popular micro-art

installations that pop up

— and can quickly vanish —

all around Atlanta, include

these two Eastside Trail

gems near Historic Fourth

Ward Skatepark and Paris

on Ponce, at curb level.

The Atlanta BeltLine

D O N ’ T
K N O C K I T

64 LIVING INTOWN ! BeltLine Aug. 2015





D O N E L L A N D
E V O N N E W O O D S O N

D
onell and Evonne Woodson —

an urban community developer

and an Emory University

scientist, respectively — moved to an

Atlanta BeltLine-adjacent Craftsman-

style house in Old Fourth Ward in 2013.

Living Intown: What attracted

you to the Atlanta BeltLine area?

Donell Woodson: Honestly,
what drew us to the BeltLine area
was the rich history of the neigh-
borhoods that border the BeltLine.
We jumped at the opportunity to in-
vest in revitalizing this amazing part
of America’s history in the midst of
new development. Moving into the
neighborhood has actually birthed
new passions for us, including my
decision to change career paths.
Currently, my work in urban com-

Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photo by JENNI GIRTMAN
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munity development focuses spe-
cifically on our portion of the Old
Fourth Ward, so I’ve had a front-
row seat to the change happening
literally in our backyard. We’ve
seen property values increase and
available real estate decrease. In
addition, new businesses, restau-
rants and retail stores are always
popping up, bringing more foot
traffic to the area.

Have your habits changed since

you moved onto the BeltLine?

We use our car far less than we
did when we first moved to
Atlanta. We use the BeltLine
at least four times a week for
exercising, walking to restaurants,
visiting friends who live on or just
off the BeltLine, and even to go
grocery shopping.

What’s your favorite

part of the BeltLine?

Our favorite part of the BeltLine
is the Eastside Trail because
of its easy access to great dining,
awesome neighborhoods and,
of course, Piedmont Park.



B E L T L I N E B U S I N E S S

The Atlanta BeltLine || Chapter 6

Businesses like Paris
on Ponce benefit from
being just a few steps
from the Eastside Trail.



Story by BOB TOWNSEND

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

E
arly one warm spring eve-
ning, chef Kevin Rathbun
is kicking back, sipping
a gin and soda on the ap-

propriately named BeltLine Patio
at his swankiest restaurant, Kevin
Rathbun Steak.

Situated on the Eastside Trail,
the outdoor space is covered by a
soaring structure of steel beams,
and features a 12-foot-high wood-
burning brick fireplace surround-
ed by cushy groupings of tables
and chairs arranged for enjoying
conversations, drinks and appe-
tizers

“I love sitting outside. I love
people watching. I’m a visual vi-
tamin connoisseur,” Rathbun de-
clares, basking in the passing pa-
rade and acknowledging friendly
greetings with a wave. “That’s why
we have the patio here. It’s on-
ly six feet from the BeltLine. I said
it’s got to be big. It’s got to be bold.
It’s got to be fun. And I love it.”

The Atlanta BeltLine has be-
come a big draw for business-
es that rely on foot traffic. In part
for its proximity to the BeltLine,
the Ponce City Market mixed-
use development has more than
30 tenants, including tech com-
panies, architectural and invest-
ment firms, and shops such Bind-
ers art supply. Its Central Food
Hall, expected to open this fall,
features restaurants by Southern
chefs such as Sean Brock and Lin-
ton Hopkins.

A 30-year veteran in the res-
taurant business, Rathbun finally
opened his own place, Rathbun’s,
in 2004. Krog Bar followed in
2005 and Rathbun Steak in 2007.

Each place has its own identity
and menu — signature small plates
like Thai rare beef at Rathbun’s,
wine and charcuterie plates at
Krog, and prime dry-aged steaks
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E N T R E P R E N E U R S O N T H E L I N E
Business owners luring customers off the BeltLine include (from left)

Kevin Rathbun of Kevin Rathbun Steak, Michael Lennox of Ladybird Grove

& Mess Hall, and Skip Engelbrecht of Paris on Ponce.

at Steak. That all three restaurants
are dotted along Krog Street and
the BeltLine was not part of a mas-
ter plan.

“It was dumb luck,” Rathbun
says. “When I started Rathbun’s
I didn’t know what the BeltLine
was. But when we were doing the
buildout I noticed people walk-
ing by and wondered what they
were doing. So I asked a few ques-
tions, saw there was a vision, and
thought, ‘Hey, I might be on the
right spot.’

“What I’m seeing is that I
should have bought everything
down here 10 years ago. I felt like
I got in really early, and it’s been a
great ride. I see that the BeltLine
is huge. It’s taking off big time.
The amount of people coming up
and down this thing is crazy now.”

Across the Eastside Trail from
Rathbun Steak, Ladybird Grove &

Mess Hall is the dream of Michael
Lennox, a lawyer turned restaura-
teur. Billed as “a base camp for the
urban explorer,” it easily stakes
its claim as the first bar/restaurant
specifically designed with the
BeltLine in mind.

The sprawling warehouse space
with high ceilings was once home
to a couple of art galleries. Now
it looks out on mile marker 9.25,

The Atlanta BeltLine || Business
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T H E B E L T L I N E U N W I N D
A ferocious-looking mural turns heads at the bar at Ladybird Grove &Mess Hall,

a high-ceilinged former warehouse nicknamed “a base camp for urban explorers.”

insider TIP
» Just a little over a year
old, Orpheus Brewing draws
enthusiastic crowds of
walkers and bikers to its
tasting room at the cul-de-
sac of Dutch Valley Place,
which features a decks that
overlook the gravel BeltLine
Hiking Trail at the northern
tip of Piedmont Park.

with decks, railing perches and a
screen porch with picnic tables
that offer views up and down the
trail. And the campfire-inspired
menu features Navajo-style fry
bread and a whole spatchcock
chicken, which serves four and
comes with sides and accompani-
ments.

“Having traveled around to oth-
er major cities, I’ve always been
a fan of walkable urban environ-
ments,” Lennox says. “And I’ve al-
ways been a big believer in Atlan-
ta’s potential to have something
like that.

“But I couldn’t really wrap my
head around how [Atlanta] would
ever get there until I started read-
ing about the BeltLine. It just all
clicked for me in a way that I can’t
even explain, and I finally decided
I had to do something about it.”

In 2012, Lennox took the plunge
and started looking for a suitable
property, securing a lease in Janu-
ary 2013 and opening for business
in September 2014, after a long
permitting and building process.

“To me the BeltLine is the an-
chor for the whole restaurant con-
cept,” Lennox says. “Being right
on the BeltLine with a big out-
door space is our distinguish-
ing feature, and it draws people
and gives them an opportunity to
have a good time. But then I want
to surprise them with better food
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and drink than they might be ex-
pecting.”

Beyond the fact that Ladybird
was an immediate popular and
critical success, Lennox says he
just loves being part of something
bigger and better for the city.

“What continues to blow my
mind is the wide range of peo-
ple that are excited about it and
come from all over town to use
it,” he says. “We see people every
day from every demographic you
could possibly imagine. I think
there’s something very powerful
about that.”

Skip Engelbrecht is the co-own-
er of Paris on Ponce, a quirky Pon-
cey-Highland vintage furniture
and boutique retail complex that
almost went out of business be-
fore being revived by the opening
of the BeltLine at its back door.

“I bought this company know-
ing that the Beltline was coming,”
Engelbrecht says. “I knew about
it when it was a thesis. I told the
former owners that the BeltLine
was going to be the ticket to this
place’s success. I don’t think they
believed me.

“But I’ve worked in this store
for 15 years, and I’ve seen the
changes. The former owners were
selling around $30,000 a month.
I’m now averaging $120,000.



Paris on Ponce co-owner

Skip Engelbrecht (below)

says the BeltLine has been

key to his eclectic antique

store’s newfound success.
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W I T H I N W A L K I N G D I S T A N C E
Looking to the future of the Northside Trail, several businesses — such as KR SteakBar

(below) in Peachtree Hills — have already taken hold in close proximity to the BeltLine.

We’re talking about four years.
That’s huge.”

Engelbrecht thinks his location
at the corner of Ponce and Ponce
Place, less than a block from
Ponce City Market, puts him at a
particular advantage.

“Maybe I’m a narcissist or may-
be I’m just proud, but I feel like
my area is the hub,” he says. “It’s
right in the middle and where ev-
erything kind of connects and
opens up. Because of that, I’ve
probably gained a lot more than
some other people. You’re talk-
ing 10,000 people out here on the
BeltLine on a sunny day.

“But I almost feel like we’re sell-
ing lifestyle more than product.
We have an art gallery. We have
an event space, where we do 80
weddings a year. We have 45 ven-
dors that all have their own stores
and are growing each month.
I’m about to open up 30 more in
10,000 square feet. That’s a lot of
artists and furniture dealers in a
true market boutique.”

Back at the BeltLine patio at
Kevin Rathbun Steak, Rathbun re-
flects on the changes he’s seen in a
decade of BeltLine watching, and
thinks about what the future may
hold.

“For seven years, we sat out on
the patio every night and all we
saw was a few homeless people,”
he says. “Now it could be 10,000
people a day walking down here.
You could sit here for 10 minutes
and count 300 people. There’s life
here now.

“KR Steakbar, my other restau-
rant in Peachtree Hills, may even-
tually be on the BeltLine when ev-
erything is finished,” Rathbun
says. “This thing is 22 miles long.”

He also plans to further capi-
talize on the BeltLine at his first
restaurant. “At the original Rath-
bun’s, the BeltLine is within two
feet of the back door,” he says.
“My next step is to bring Rath-
bun’s to the BeltLine with a new
covered outdoor bar.”

The intimate neighbor-
hood restaurant and bar,
owned by Rathbun
Restaurants, is a hidden
gemwith a private, back-
roomdining area.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Business
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W H O ’ S
H U N G R Y ?

You bet there’s good eats

on or near the trails, with

options for breakfast, lunch

and dinner. A cyclist on the

Eastside Trail passes Inman

Park’s Parish, a popular café

and coffee bar with outdoor

picnic seating and an upstairs

brasserie. And just a short

walk off the BeltLine —

down Elizabeth Street —

is The Albert, a great spot

for a beer and a burger.
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S T U D I O S P A C E
The Virginia Cotton Dock Lofts on the Eastside Trail provide a home to many artists,

musicians and writers who live and work alongside a few formal business.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Business
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S H I F T I N G I N T O H I G H G E A R
Formerly “Beltline Bike Shop,” the Bearings Bike Shop on the Westside Trail provides

opportunities for community members to work toward owning their own bicycles.

Children in the communi-
ty often come to the bike
shop tomake their own
repairs, with assistance
from the Bearings staff.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Business
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King of Pops co-founder Steve Carse helps

Atlantans cool off with flavored treats from

a take-out window on the Eastside Trail.

Story by BOB TOWNSEND

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

N
ot far from the Inman
Park entrance to the Belt-
Line is the headquarters
of King of Pops, the be-

loved Atlanta Popsicle cart com-
pany that sells imaginative flavors
like chocolate sea salt, banana pud-
ding and blackberry ginger lemon-
ade. King of Pops co-founder Ste-
ven Carse has been a longtime Belt-
line believer, and is intimately in-
volved with the short stretch of the
Eastside Trail that runs between his
home and business.

Intown Living:How has the Belt-

Line become a part of your life?

Steven Carse: Personally and
professionally, I use it every day. I
live in a loft near Ponce City Mar-
ket and I ride my bike to work. I
go through Old Fourth Ward Park,
then hop on the BeltLine. I don’t
think about it every day, but when I
do stop and think about it, it is kind
of something to be proud of and
happy about.

Has the take-out window

at King of Pops been a hit?

We got that space before the Belt-
Line opened, but when it opened,
we went from kind of like a back
alley to being a jumping-on spot.
You can tell our window wasn’t de-
signed by an architect to be a retail
spot. It’s a little low and wonky, but
it’s a bit of a hidden gem for people
on the Beltline.

What’s your favorite

part of the BeltLine?

Everything. I love the whole idea
of it — how it encourages people to
be more active and get outside. It’s
changed the way I operate, that’s
for sure. Almost as much as that, I
love the random things that it has
spurred. I don’t know her name,
but there’s a woman I see at least
four times a week, walking up and
down and playing her violin. The
BeltLine has its own personality.



F L O R A A N D F A U N A
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Story by H.M. CAULEY

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

Wildflowers dot
the landscape along
the Eastside Trail.

J
ust as the Atlanta BeltLine it-
self is a work in progress, so
too is the landscaping that
accompanies it.
The trees, shrubs, flowers

and assorted greenery are in con-
tinual flux, which means a bike
ride along the Westside or a jog
across the northern edge of the
trail may offer new vistas every
few weeks.

At present, many of the plant-
ings along the trail are low-ly-
ing shrubs, wildflowers and na-
tive grasses. But Trees Atlanta,
the nonprofit group that handles
many of the BeltLine’s replant-
ings, removals and seeding proj-
ects. plans to transform the entire
22-mile route into an arboretum:
a lush landscape of towering trees
that shade flowering plants and
colorful shrubs as well as trams,
bikers and joggers. Building this
urban environment requires a
careful study of each section along
the trail to evaluate what can be
reclaimed and what might be in-
troduced.

Much of the work is based large-
ly on two considerations. To start
with, the trail as it exists now is
the first phase of a more exten-
sive project slated to bring transit
along the line. The construction
of that segment is likely to dis-
rupt the natural environment, so
landscape architects are constant-
ly working with the possibility of
movement in mind.

“The vision for the entire trail
is an in-depth design, with a plan
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F A R M I N G O U T
On the Westside Trail, the Adair Park Urban Farm has

plans to expand and provide fresh produce to locals.

for the hardscape and landscape,”
says Brian Williams, the restora-
tion manager for Trees Atlanta.
“But because construction is going
to be disruptive, we won’t spend
resources on landscaping before
doing the heavy-duty trail con-
struction first.”

The second factor affecting the
choice of plants is the ground it-
self. Much of the beautification
work to date has revolved around
clearing the invasive plants that
have taken over abandoned plots
and building up the soil to make
it receptive for growing anything
new.

“The land around the BeltLine
is an extremely inhospitable place
for plants,” Williams says. “The
soil is awful.”

That’s been a major issue for
Andy Friedberg and Andrea Ness,
experienced growers who leased a
3.8-acre plot along the BeltLine in
Adair Park and have been commis-
sioned to create an urban farm.
Their goal is to establish a fertile
field to provide fresh produce for
the community nearby, as well as
BeltLine users who want to pick
up peas and lettuce on the way
home.

“Changing the land from its for-
mer commercial usage to agricul-
tural will take some time,” Ness
says. “Since we took over in Feb-
ruary, we’ve spent most of our
time transforming it, trying to
bring different benefits to the
soil.”

During the summer, Ness and
Friedberg planted tomatoes,
beans and okra; and the late-fall
harvest will inform future deci-
sions about how to make the land
more arable. It’s not easy, but it’s
an effort worth pursuing, says
Ness.

“There’s been a lot of support
for urban agriculture in Atlanta,
and it fits in with the goal of the
BeltLine to rework the space with
a different type of usage,” she
says.

Other plantings along the path

Andy Friedberg prepares
the land before planting
a ground cover crop, as
Tony Scharko (right) tills
the landwith his tractor.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Flora
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L A N D S C A P E S I N F L O W E R
Thanks to the efforts of landscape architects, arborists and scores of volunteers

from Trees Atlanta, blossoms are bursting out all over the Atlanta BeltLine.

have had varying success, says
Williams, even though they make
selections from native plants that
can thrive with little attention or
water.

“For reasons of efficiency and
budget, there won’t be 22 miles of
irrigated park land or the resourc-
es to keep it mowed,” he says. “So
everything we put out there is ex-
tremely hardy; we don’t even try
the delicate stuff. Sometimes it
doesn’t work the first time. The
black-eyed Susans, the purple
coneflowers and most of the grass-
es are very tough, but the kicker is
getting them started. Everything
has to be babied. And because
the use around the plants is so in-
tensive, sometimes it’s just hard
to keep people from trampling
things to death.”

At present, a maintenance crew
manages the watering and gener-
al upkeep of what has been put
in place, but volunteers do much
of the work. Helping hands have
weeded, spread compost and
put in plants, shrubs and trees.
Groups have been organized by
companies and neighborhoods;
others have answered the call for
assistance posted on the BeltLine
and Trees Atlanta websites. The
free labor is key to keeping the ar-

ea in shape, given the landscape
budget of less than $500,000, says
Williams.

Some of that budget has paid
for close to 800 trees along the ex-
isting lines. “When you take both
trail shoulders into account, there
are 11 acres, so those trees are
spread out,” says Williams.

Ideally, what BeltLine users
will see are splashes of color year-
round. The goal is to always have
something somewhere in bloom,

The Atlanta BeltLine || Flora
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says Meghan Injaychock, the Belt-
Line’s landscape architect.

“To do that, we have to design
around different plant species and
how they change,” she says. “We
also look at what was historical-
ly there. For instance, on the East-
side trail, our big focus is on mag-
nolias, since that corridor histori-
cally had two ‘Cracker’ magnolias
— two giant trees that stood at the
end of Cracker Field, the old base-
ball park where Whole Foods now
is. We took that inspiration and
went with it.”

The design also considers the
view and the soil. “Coming up
from Irwin Street, a field of wild-
flowers diverts the eye from Free-
dom Parkway,” Injaychock says.
“But we also have to consider the
soil. A lot of it has been hurt by
kudzu and other invasive plants.
We’ve really been trying to build
back soil that has been devastated
for years and re-establish native
plants that have not been in this
area for a long time.”

Some of those plants won’t ap-
pear until later in the construc-
tion process, Injaychock says.
“Right now, there are large swaths
of native grasses on the Eastside
where transit will go. What’s now
a meadow is there purely because
we know what’s coming, and we
just need to reserve a spot for it.”

S E E D S O F P R O G R E S S
The beginnings of Trees Atlanta’s BeltLine Arboretum, a 22-mile-long horticultural collection,

have already provided a habitat for wildlife and dramatically improved the soil.

insider TIP
» Discover the BeltLine’s
changing landscape by taking
a free walking tour. Trained
volunteers from Trees Atlanta
lead visitors along a 2-mile
section of the Eastside trail to
showcase what’s new as well
as what’s coming. Find more
information on page 129 and
at treesatlanta.com.

Ronique Young of
Buckhead, left, and
dozens of other Trees
Atlanta volunteers
uproot invasive plants
fromawildflower bed.
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Delicate signs of color
have lined the BeltLine’s
Eastside Trail since Trees
Atlanta planted thousands
of hardy native grasses
andwildflowers.
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C O U R T N E Y E B E R T A N D B E R T
BeltLine regular Courtney Ebert, a 27-year-old marketing manager, hits the Northside Trail

at least three times a week with her dog, Bert, who also loves running in the open greenspace.

Story by H.M. CAULEY

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

M
arketing manager
Courtney Ebert, 27,
and Bert, her 8-year-
old Jack Russell terrier,

are regular walkers of the Atlanta
BeltLine Northside trail.

Living Intown: What are

both of your favorite parts

of the BeltLine?

Courtney Ebert: We live in
Buckhead near the Bobby Jones
golf course, so we get on this
weird part along the course that’s
not connected. If we walk the
whole way along and back, it’s al-
most 2.5 miles. We’re on it at least
three times a week. Bert’s favor-
ite part is any part with really
good smells. Really, he’d probably
say it’s the part by the golfers. It’s
shaded, and there’s a little grassy
patch we sit on and watch them

when it’s nice out. It’s where he
actually looks relaxed. Or maybe
that’smy favorite part.

What’s the best thing about

having this pathway nearby?

There isn’t a lot of greenspace

where we live, so having this path
is nice. And though there aren’t
any dog parks along the way, there
is one big field that’s become the
unofficial dog area. This is a cra-
zy patch for pets, especially af-
ter work hours. There are so many
dogs that I see different ones ev-
ery single time I’m out there. But
there are some who walk from our
complex that I now recognize.

Is there any pet etiquette

about walking your dog on the

BeltLine? What do you think

owners should be aware of?

If your dog isn’t nice, don’t let
it off leash. My dog is a grump and
may even growl a little, but some
of the dogs are downright danger-
ously aggressive and they are not
“just playing.” Also, the poop. So
much poop. Pick up the poop. It’s
on the paths; it’s nasty. If it’s any-
where dogs or humans can get
to, clean it up. If you don’t have a
bag, don’t bring your dog.

The Atlanta BeltLine || People
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Story by JON WATERHOUSE

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

T
he daunting task of mar-
athon training, at least
for me, requires dangling
carrots — especially on

longer runs. While preparing for
my first marathon, every week for
four months I would begin an ex-
tended jaunt in Decatur, my run-
ning shoes smacking on the pave-
ment. Heading out toward the
Eastside BeltLine served as an al-
luring goal. Call it fuel for the feet.

More than 5 miles into the run,
I would pound my way down Krog
Street, hang a left on Irwin and set
foot on the BeltLine. There, I’d be-
come embraced by bustling activ-
ity: cyclists zipping past, moms
pushing strollers, and pockets of
other runners gunning for their
own goals.

Avoiding the crowds sometimes
required the shucking and dodg-
ing of a NFL running back, but the
renewed energy never failed to re-
charge my battery. The sights and
action of the BeltLine helped dis-
tract me from my fatigue to help
me reach my own personal fitness
objective. And the general flatness
of the trail provided some much-
needed relief after huffing up and
down hills.

Dabbing the sweat from my
brow and gulping water, I’d notice
how the BeltLine also serves as a
conduit to other fitness opportu-
nities.

“The point is that just building
a beautiful network of parks, trails
and transit wasn’t enough,” says
Chuck Meadows, executive direc-
tor of the Atlanta BeltLine Part-
nership. “We felt no one could
have an excuse to not get out on
the BeltLine and live a healthier
life if we offered fitness classes for
free.”

According to Meadows, the re-
sponse continues to be huge. Yo-
ga, bike riding classes for adults
and kids, and running clubs draw

The Atlanta BeltLine || Chapter 8
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FitWit Bootcamp
regulars work it out
during their weekly
class at D.H. Stanton
Park in Peoplestown.

big. And he says the Partnership
continues to be pleased with the
variety of complimentary classes
and experiences they offer.

One of those opportunities is
the Historic Fourth Ward Skate-
park, which I would inevitably
pass on my left during my Eastside
BeltLine runs. The park has half-
pipes, bowls, banks and ledges for
every skill level, so I’d see fresh-
faced newbies skate alongside sea-
soned teens. Old-school vets often
proved they still had serious skills,
while fans and family members
would simply stand by and watch
the skateboard spectacle.

It opened with great fanfare in
spring 2011, when it became the
city’s first public skatepark. Skat-
ing icon Tony Hawk, through the
Tony Hawk Foundation, not on-
ly ponied up $25,000 toward con-
struction, but shredded across the
massive bowl, caught serious air
and displayed his skateboard mas-
tery at the grand opening.

During my runs, the skatepark’s
liveliness attracted a little too
much of my attention. The temp-
tation to stop and watch the radi-
cal repertoire would only slow me
down. I needed to keep both my
feet and my head in the game.

Preparing for a marathon takes
focus, and part of this focus in-
cludes off-road cross training. And
the BeltLine brings that, too.

Lily Collins, who hosts eve-
ning pilates at Tanyard Creek
Park in the spring, says the out-
door sessions located just along
the Northside BeltLine Trail gar-
ner plenty of curious stares from
passersby.
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insider TIP
» A calendar listing BeltLine
fitness classes can be found at
beltline.org/events.

A diverse group of students
sprawl on yoga mats and follow
Collins as she suggests leg circles,
push-ups, planks and other core-
strengthening body weight exer-
cises. Byproducts of the class in-
clude more than fit physiques:
Classmates often become fitness
buddies and explore other free
BeltLine exercise offerings.

“There’s just something special
about being outside on the Belt-
Line,” Collins says, “soaking up
the energy of the city and work-
ing out next to likeminded people
who are all there looking for the
same thing.”

Some search for a more hard-
core approach to fitness. FitWit,
a popular boot camp program,
takes place at various locations
throughout Atlanta, including
near the Westside Trail.

Its free weekly workouts take
place Saturdays at D.H. Stanton
Park in the Peoplestown neigh-
borhood. Those with enough
courage to brave full-body bur-
pees, run some stairs and pop off
some push-ups can try it out at no
charge.

FitWit owner Josh Guerreri says
the BeltLine session offers ad-
ditional benefits besides raised

The Atlanta BeltLine || Fitness

TheHistoric FourthWard
Skatepark opened in spring
of 2011 and is Atlanta’s
first public park designed
for skateboard recreation.

heart rates. “We’ve been around
for 10 years and have a big com-
munity,” Guerreri says. “So Fit-
Wit regulars will come out and ex-
plore a different part of the Belt-
Line that they didn’t know was
there.”

Although I put in many miles
on foot, the uninitiated can learn
more about both the Eastside and
Westside trails through BeltLine
bicycle tours. The Atlanta BeltLine
Partnership and the Atlanta Bi-
cycle Coalition rode in concert to
create the tours. Coalition mem-
ber Cole Smith and others lead the
excursions, which take place Sat-
urdays on the Eastside Trail and
Sundays on the Westside. (See
page 129 for more details.)

Not just a ride but an exercise

100 LIVING INTOWN ! BeltLine Aug. 2015





W O R K I N G O U T , T E A M I N G U P

The Atlanta BeltLine || Fitness

in information, the tours provide
both Atlanta and BeltLine history.
As the group ventures to six to 10
stops on each tour, the guide re-
lates facts on BeltLine art, afford-
able area housing, the adjacent
parks and more. It’s a mission
Smith holds dear for a variety of
reasons, including one biggie.

“I met my future wife on a bike
ride on the Atlanta BeltLine,”
Smith says. “That’s how much it
means to me.”

While Smith will make a matri-
monial splash thanks to the Belt-
Line, others can take a dive literal-
ly just a few steps off of the West-
side Trail in West End. The Wash-
ington Park Natatorium, an indoor
swimming facility, includes a 10-
lane heated competition pool and
a 25-by-10-yard therapy pool.

Leslie Pierce and her fellow in-
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structors offer complimentary
classes at the natatorium. Her be-
ginner classes for kids and adults
feature basic skills peppered with
games and songs. She also teaches
a more workout-oriented class for
intermediate and advanced swim-
mers.

“I think [the natatorium] is
a great compliment to the Belt-
Line,” Pierce says. “It’s a great fa-
cility, and there’s no other city-
run pool facility like it on the Belt-
Line. ... It’s one of the city’s hid-
den gems.”

Once the full 22-mile BeltLine
loop gets finished, I may just have
to give it a test run. Back in No-
vember of 2014, I cashed out my
BeltLine training by crossing the
finish line of Savannah Rock ’n’
Roll Marathon.

The BeltLine not only aided me
in achieving a dream — I unlaced
my shoes with a better under-
standing of the trails and their of-
ferings.

And the next time I need that
dangling carrot while training,
I know where to take a bite.

S T E P H E N S M I T H
Personal trainer Stephen Smith touts the BeltLine

as a great alternative to working out in a gym.

P
ersonal trainer Stephen
Smith’s Viva Fitness stu-
dio sits just a step from the
Atlanta BeltLine on Ponce

de Leon Place in Virginia-High-
land. The veteran exercise guru of
more than 20 years teaches stu-
dents individually and in groups,
including men, women, seniors
and beauty pageant competitors.
Smith takes advantage of the Belt-
Line’s proximity to whip his cli-
ents into shape.

Living Intown: What’s

it like having a fitness

business on the BeltLine?

It’s great being there, because
you can do things inside and out-
side. It’s a great tool to have — and
a great source of revenue with all
of the people walking by. I think it
could be structured differently for
walkers and runners, and people
with strollers and that nature. But
as far as people getting out and
moving, I think it’s great.

How do you use the

BeltLine with your clients?

I’ll have them do lunges on the
BeltLine. I’ll mark off certain dis-
tances and have them do a quarter
mile, a half mile and a mile. For my
elderly clients, we use the BeltLine
for walking warmups. We might
move to the side and do some exer-
cises, some step-ups and lift some
stones. I utilize what’s out there.
I’ll use a wall to do push-ups, or go
over to the skatepark and do wall
dips. We’ll go down to the park on
Monroe and use the stairs. What-
ever’s out there, I’ll just take ad-
vantage of. Everyone thinks they
need to work out in a gym, but you
don’t necessarily need one. You
can move your body more, be cre-
ative [on the BeltLine] and not be
restricted by a gym.

What’s your favorite

part of the BeltLine?

My favorite part of the BeltLine
is the undeveloped part just behind
Park Tavern. There’s some great
artwork back there and it’s real
quiet, peaceful and never crowded.
It’s a great place to run, and you
can take it right into the park.

Story by JON WATERHOUSE

Photo by JENNI GIRTMAN
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“Object ofWo(man),”
byWilliamMassey, is
a striking presence on
the Eastside Trail.

A
rtist Kyle Brooks, also
known as BlackCatTips,
has been showing his
work publicly since 2010.

His now-iconic smiling bear and
other characters have adorned
walls, art festivals and street cor-
ners around the city, and Brooks
is no stranger to the Atlanta Belt-
Line. While he often works with
found objects like wood and card-
board, he now has three large mu-
rals and one installation on the
trail.

“In 2011, a friend sent me a link
to a Creative Loafing article about
Art on the BeltLine,” Brooks says.
“I applied and sent them two
sketches. They chose me.”

His first wall went up later that
year when the Westside Trail was
still in progress. The 237-feet long
retaining wall next to Langhorn
Street is covered with hundreds
of his iconic bears and sayings.
“A time capsule of me at the time
— written on stone,” Brooks says.
Brooks gave the “BeltLine Bears”
loop shapes in homage to the Belt-
Line loop that ties dozens of Atlan-
ta neighborhoods together.

With the Art on the Atlanta Belt-
Line organization at the helm, the
Atlanta BeltLine has become an
unconventional gallery for estab-
lished and up-and-coming artists
alike. The organization manages
one of the city’s largest temporary
public art exhibitions along with
a permanent collection that stays
on the trail throughout the year.

Brooks’ piece “Faces, a.k.a.
Eyes and Friends or &@^%@$#&^”
went up in 2012 on the Eastside
Trail, right underneath North

Story by MURIEL VEGA

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN
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S H O W C A S E I N T H E S U N
Like an al fresco gallery, the Atlanta BeltLine provides

a platform for up-and-coming and established artists.

Highland Avenue. It’s the most
recognizable of his works, easi-
ly visible about halfway through
the trail, near the Historic Fourth
Ward Skatepark.

In 2013, Brooks teamed up with
local artist Molly Rose Freeman
for a freestanding wall mural on
the corridor in southwest Atlan-
ta near Napoleon Drive. Called
“A Resting Place,” the piece com-
bined both of the artists’ differ-
ent styles into one installation, all
while fitting seamlessly with its
surroundings.

“Molly had just moved to town
and I wanted to work with her,”
Brooks says. “We worked with
a carpenter named Jay Wilson
to build the piece on the West-
side trail. It had painted seats and
a room with windows, a place
where people could rest on the
trail and enjoy some pretty visu-
als. She painted the outside and I
painted the inside. We had great
fun in the summer heat and kud-
zu. It stayed up for about four
months.”

After being exposed to the Belt-
Line through her collaboration
with Brooks, Freeman embarked
on her own project for the trail in
2014, a mural titled “The Pigeon.”

“I painted a mural on both sides
of a big tunnel that runs through
Piedmont Park under Monroe,”
Freeman says. “There are tons of
pigeons that live under the bridge,
and the piece was inspired by
their colors — the greens, grays
and whites — which I think are re-
ally soothing.”

Freeman took into account
the history of the bridge along
with its small, winged inhabit-
ants. “I wanted to create a sanctu-
ary for anyone spending time in

The Atlanta BeltLine || Art

Atlanta artistWilliamMassey

Phil Proctor’s 23-foot-tall
“Iron Column” ismade en-
tirely of old rail artifacts and
weighsmore than 13 tons.

“TeenageMutant Ninja
Kermit” is amural in
Historic FourthWard.



Another view ofWil-
liamMassey’s “Object of
Wo(man),” a sculpture
built of scrapmetal from
around the city and unde-
veloped BeltLine sections.

Four artists collaborated
to create “ForwardWarrior
2015,” a sight alongWylie
Street in Cabbagetown.



A N U R B A N C A N V A S
The Atlanta BeltLine has opened up a seemingly limitless canvas for murals by the city’s artists.

BeltLine users can interact with the public art in ways they can’t in museums and galleries.

the shade of the overpass,” Free-
man says. “That tunnel has a lot of
history. It was a well-established
homeless camp for years, and I
met some people who used to live
under it.”

In that same vein, sculptor Wil-
liam Massey has literally incor-
porated parts of the city into his
sculpture “Object of Wo(man),”
in view on the Eastside trail since
2014. “Generally my work focus-
es on the brokenness of humanity
and the pieces that come together
to form who we are,” Massey says.
“[The sculpture] is composed of
scrap metal that I scavenged from
around the city and undeveloped
sections of the BeltLine. I want-
ed this one to be permanent and
withstand the elements, so I used
only welded metal.”

He sees the BeltLine as a chance
for Atlanta residents to experi-
ence art in a casual and comfort-
able way while supporting lo-
cal artists. “The BeltLine breaks
down the barriers between art
and mainstream society,” Massey
says. “One doesn’t have to be an
art enthusiast to walk down a side-
walk and witness and admire a
sculpture or mural. The BeltLine
makes appreciating art a comfort-

able and relaxed experience. No
need to dress up and make small
talk in a stiff gallery setting — just
take a stroll.”

Massey’s sculpture, along with
Freeman and Brooks’ murals, are
part of Art on the Atlanta Belt-
Line’s growing roster of more than
50 artists.

Every fall season, Art on the At-
lanta BeltLine accepts submis-
sions for their annual exhibition.
The art touches almost 20 intown
communities, according to the or-
ganization, which received more

The Atlanta BeltLine || Art
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A R T W I T H A B I T E
A mural advertising the arts festival Ladyfest Atlanta bares its teeth over Krog Street Tunnel,

part of the Eastside Trail’s expansion. The tunnel is a popular spot for graffiti artists.

insider TIP
» Looking for your favorite
piece of art? Visit the Art on
the Atlanta BeltLine website
(art.beltline.org/artists) to
search for BeltLine artwork
by artist and year. While
on the trail, you can locate
pieces and access points via
Art on the Atlanta BeltLine’s
interactive ART MAP.

than 200 proposals for last year’s
show. (The 2015 artists had not
been announced at press time.)

“The nature of the space allows
for all disciplines to have an op-
portunity to exhibit, from per-
formers and musicians to mural-
ists, sculptors and craftsmen,”
says Elan Buchen, Art and Culture
Project Coordinator for Art on the
Atlanta BeltLine. “Because the
corridor passes through so many
diverse neighborhoods, it is easy
to see diverse types of art repre-
sented throughout the corridor.”

The organization also tries to
avoid any unauthorized artwork
on the BeltLine through their sub-
mission process. “We get a great
number of inquiries from peo-
ple wanting to exhibit their work
on the Atlanta BeltLine,” Buchen
says. “However, we always en-
courage them to submit proposals
so that it is a fair competition for
all artists.”

As more of the trails open, Art
on the Atlanta BeltLine hopes to
expand and make more art pro-
posals a reality. In the past, orga-
nizations such as #weloveatl, At-
lanta Celebrates Photography, At-
lanta Collage Society and Indie
Craft Experience have joined the
ranks of hundreds of artists that
have shown their temporary in-
stallations on the Atlanta BeltLine.
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L O O K I N G A R T I N T H E F A C E
Atlanta artist Kyle Brooks has multiple works featured on the BeltLine, including “Where the

BeltLine Bears Were Born” and “Faces,” a mural he painted on the Eastside Trail (below, right).
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J. Aaron Alderman’s
set of sculptures
“Pathos, Sweet,
Lost & Found,” was
installed on the North
Avenue bridge in 2014.



M O L L Y R O S E F R E E M A N
“I have made peace with the temporary nature of my work. Once I finish, it’s not mine anymore,”

says mural artist Molly Rose Freeman, painter of “The Pigeon” beneath Piedmont Avenue.

Story by MURIEL VEGA

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

A
fter arriving in Atlanta in
2013, artist Molly Rose
Freeman proceeded to
quickly inject herself into

the city’s arts community, creat-
ing such work as the Atlanta Belt-
Line mural “The Pigeon.” You can
see her creations around the city
thanks to Living Walls, and she
has had several exhibitions as part
of her Creatives Project residency
and through galleries in town.

Living Intown: Many of your

murals are temporary wall

pieces, and the BeltLine can

feel the same with its rotating

artwork. Do you feel your

work has a fleeting nature?

Molly Rose Freeman: I think
my mural will be up until it gets
damaged or until the BeltLine
runs out of walls to paint -- which
will take a while! I have made
peace with the temporary nature

of my work. Once I finish, it’s not
mine anymore — it belongs to the
world, and I just hope it does its
job of uplifting and giving pause to
those who see it.

What other art initiatives

would you like to see on

the Atlanta BeltLine?

I would love to see some more
high-quality interactive pieces
along the BeltLine, in the vein of
the [red houses with] hammocks
and the trombos that the High Mu-
seum of Art has installed in Mid-
town. Those are great examples
of temporary public artworks that
are playful, engaging, site specific
and thoughtful of their audience.
I think we as a city could up our
game in the realm of interactive
public art, and I think the BeltLine
is poised in a perfect position to
be that venue.

What’s your favorite

thing about the BeltLine?

Any excuse to be outside, ex-
plore your city and hang out with
your friends is okay by me.
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“Phoenix: Atlanta’s Railroad Rebirth,”

a sculpture by Allen Peterson, is created

from railroad parts and marks the southern

entrance to the BeltLine’s Westside Trail.
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“T
owork is human,
to play is divine.”
So goes themotto
of the Krewe of the

Grateful Gluttons, a group of like-
minded people from the Atlanta
area that has staged suchwhimsical
events as the GnomeMarch of
the Inman Park Parade and the
Gingerbread Trailer Park.

In 2010, the Krewe submitted
to the Atlanta BeltLine staff a pro-
posal for a lantern parade to be
held on the then-unpaved East-
side Trail. Through a juried selec-
tion process, the Krewe’s propos-
al was accepted for the inaugural
Art on the Atlanta BeltLine exhibi-
tion. Now in its sixth year, the Art
on the Atlanta BeltLine Lantern
Parade provides one of the best
chances to see supporters turn out
in force.

“The first year, it was a hard sell
because no one believed the Belt-
Line was going to happen,” says
Krewe captain Chantelle Rytter.
On the night of the first parade,
she recalls several hundred peo-
ple tramping through the mud,
dirt and waist-high weeds, as well
as banding together to carry a
wheelchair participant over par-
ticularly rough spots.

After the first parade, word
quickly spread and the event grew
exponentially. The 2012 event at-
tracted 1,200 observers and par-
ticipants, while the 2014 parade
brought 20,000 to the Eastside
Trail for the spectacle of thou-
sands of handmade paper lan-
terns, LED lights and other glow-
ing accouterments slowly making

Story by GWYN HERBEIN

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

The Art on the Atlanta
BeltLine Lantern Parade lit
up the night in 2014 along
the Eastside Trail.



The Atlanta Belt l ine

P A G E A N T
O F L I G H T

The annual lantern parade has

ballooned from 1,200 participants

in 2012 to about 20,000 last year.

their way from Irwin Street
to Piedmont Park.

“People are incredibly
creative with their lanterns and
make them from a whole host of
items,” says Elan Buchen, proj-
ect manager for Art on the Atlanta
BeltLine. “They can be as simple
as decorating a round paper lan-
tern or as elaborate as
building structures out of poles
and tissue paper. Parents decorate
their strollers, pet owners deck
out their dogs, people wear light-
up costumes and more.”

Rytter says that the parade be-
comes more fun the more peo-
ple participate. “It’s everybody’s
art, it’s not some professional art-
ists group that puts it on,” she
says. “It’s a collaboration between
10,000 people.”

About five weeks prior to the
parade, Rytter hosts lantern-mak-
ing workshops for groups of 20 to
30 people at a time, at a location
donated by someone in the com-
munity. (This year’s workshops
will be held at Ponce City Market.)
“It’s super fun for me to spend
time with people building their
lanterns,” says Rytter, who esti-

insider TIP
» For those who want to
participate but don’t have
time to make a lantern, the
BeltLine offers lanterns with
an LED for sale for $15 the
day of the event.
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O N C E I N A B L U E M O O N
Bicyclists gather for the annual 6.5-mile Moon Ride, an event benefitting children with

chronic illnesses, which shuts down portions of 10th Street and includes the Eastside Trail.

mates the workshops draw about
500 people every year. “They
give each other ideas, they make
friends, everyone has so much to
talk about at the parade.”

Buchen points out that for ob-
vious safety reasons, fire and can-
dles are not allowed in the parade.
In addition to the existing myriad
of lights, the Krewe also employs a
fleet of 12- to 17-foot-tall puppets in
the parade, while bands play mu-
sic to pace the procession.

“The parade tends to bring out
the best in people and, in our ex-
perience, everyone is happy, re-
spectful and excited to be a part of
something so special in their city,”
Buchen says. “Every year we get
to see excitement from new and
old participants. This is an event
grown out of the community that
continues to bring joy to everyone
that is a part of it.”

Art on the Atlanta BeltLine Lan-
tern Parade. Sept. 12, lineup at 7:30
p.m., step off at 8:30 p.m. Eastside
Trail at Irwin Street. beltline.org

insider TIP
» If you need to drive to the
parade, BeltLine organizers
recommend parking on the
streets surrounding the
Historic Fourth Ward Park
or the Historic Fourth Ward
Skatepark. For those who
don’t mind walking, the Inman
Park/Reynoldstown MARTA
station is about one mile
from the trail’s Irwin Street
entrance,while the Midtown
station is accessible from
Piedmont Park once the event
is over.
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The Atlanta BeltLine is more
than just a place to stroll or have
a snack. Following such events as
the BeltLine Jamboree fundraiser
in Washington Park last May and
the Eastside Trail’s Bastille Day
parade in July, special activities
this fall give people opportunities
to experience the trails in more
active ways.

Run. Walk. Go!
race series

Runners and walkers can get a
workout at quarterly races. Each
installment (April, July, Septem-
ber and December) takes place
on a different trail segment, with
distances ranging from 5K to 10K.
BeltLine Southeast Trail 8K. Sept.
26. Boulevard Crossing Park, 500
Englewood Ave.; BeltLine Eastside
Trail 10K. Dec. 5. Stoveworks, 11
Krog St. running.beltline.org/races

Arboretum tours

Learn about the BeltLine’s
lush vegetation from docents
from Trees Atlanta. The
walking arboretum tours meet
Fridays and Saturdays behind
Inman Park’s Parish restaurant.
June-September, 9 a.m.; October-
May, 10 a.m. Parish, 240 N. High-
land Ave. beltline.org/programs/
atlanta-beltline-tours

Bus tours

Narrated bus tours convey
the impact the BeltLine has had
on individual neighborhoods
and the city as a whole. The
three-hour tours, which run
Fridays and Saturdays, leave
from the Inman Park MARTA
station. Even though they are
free, reservations are required
and can be made online up to
a month ahead of time.
Inman Park Marta station, 1055
DeKalb Ave. beltline.org/programs/
atlanta-beltline-tours

Bicycle tours

Explore the trail and the sur-
rounding neighborhoods with a
BeltLine bike tour. The 10 a.m., 13-
mile Saturday excursions explore
the Eastside Trail and Inman Park,
Virginia-Highland and Midtown,
while the 2 p.m., 9-mile Sunday ex-
cursions give riders a chance to
spend time in the Washington Park
and Adair Park neighborhoods.
Saturdays, 10 a.m. Atlanta Belt-
Line Bicycle, 151 Sampson St.; Sun-
days, 2 p.m. WeCycle, 1124 Oak St.
beltline.org/programs/atlanta-belt-
line-tours

Atlanta Streets
Alive Festival

This quarterly open-streets ini-
tiative closes three to five miles of
high-traffic surface streets for a few
hours so residents can walk, bike
and just hang out with their neigh-
bors without starting up their cars.
The BeltLine features prominently
in the event’s September edition.
Atlanta Streets Alive. 2 p.m., Sept. 27.
North Highland Avenue, Highland
Avenue, North Avenue and Boule-
vard. atlantastreetsalive.com

Katie Ewing (below) and her colorful parasol lead a small parade toward Paris on Ponce

during a three-day celebration of Bastille Day in July 2015 on the BeltLine’s Eastside Trail.
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Blair Crimmins and the

Hookers, a high-energy

marching band, get the

crowd moving on the

Eastside Trail during

Bastille Day celebrations.

Multiple event organizers

are drawing visitors to the

BeltLine in increasingly

creative ways.

The Atlanta BeltLine

A T I M E
T O D A N C E





N E I G H B O R H O O D S

The Atlanta BeltLine || Chapter 11

BrownMiddle School in
West End is only one block
from theWestside Trail.

Story by A. SCOTT WALTON

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

S
ince its inception, the lore
of the Atlanta BeltLine has
held that its trails and tran-
sit will connect 45 neigh-

borhoods and more than 100,000
people. But that may not be en-
tirely accurate.

In fact, depending on whether
you count natural neighborhood
borders or the city’s officially-rec-
ognized boundaries, the complet-
ed project will link up to 55 in-
town communities from all points
of the compass, with sharply dif-
ferent personalities and economic
conditions.

The Atlanta BeltLine’s Master
Plan divides the full loop into 10
subareas that intersect the dozens
of neighborhoods (some of which
overlap between the zones). This
overview provides some of the
character and distinguishing fea-
tures of each.

Use thismap as a guide
to neighborhoods on or
near the Atlanta BeltLine.



West End (top and
right) andMozley Park
(left) are just two of the
communities linked
by the BeltLine.



A B E R N A T H Y - C A S C A D E
The Atlanta BeltLine began its first length of trail and set mile marker zero in this

southwestern section that includes the historic neighborhoods of West End and Westview.

1
Best known for the Atlanta
University Center — where
Morehouse, Spelman, Clark
Atlanta and Morris Brown
students converge — these

communities include residents
old enough to have participated in
the Civil Rights Movement as well
as younger transplants who’ve
brought their professional tal-
ents back down South. Large, mid-
budget apartment complexes are
staked near major street-to-free-
way intersections. Some of West
End’s side-street tracts are serene
and distinguished by Tudor-style
homes surrounded by wrought-
iron gates. The Westview area in-
cludes new and old bungalows
priced affordably for property
flippers and first-time homeown-
ers. The most vibrant retail op-
tions center around the West End
Mall and the Kroger Citi-Center.
Historic landmarks include the
Hammonds House Museum dis-
playing the art collection of Atlan-
ta’s first black millionaire, Dr. O.T.
Hammonds, as well as the city’s
oldest existing black-owned book
store, The Shrine of The Black Ma-
donna. Gordon White Park was
the BeltLine’s first official park
and Malaika Favorite’s “West End
Remembers” on White Street was
the BeltLine’s first mural.
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The area is home to the
Mother ClydeMemorial
Garden (top left) as well
as Curtis Patterson’s
sculpture “Cometh the
Sun” (top right), which
is the centerpiece of
Gordon-White Park.



H E R I T A G E C O M M U N I T I E S
This southwestern section includes Adair Park, Capitol View, Chosewood Park, High Point

Estates, Mechanicsville, Oakland City, Peoplestown, Pittsburgh and Sylvan Hills.

2
Situated two miles south
of downtown and contain-
ing the three-mile West-
side Trail (currently un-
der construction), this ar-

ea incorporates hundreds of acres
of land where manufacturing and
agricultural workers fed the city’s
railroads from the post-Civil War
period through World Wars I and
II. Neighborhood names like “Me-
chanicsville” and “Pittsburgh”
reflect the era’s emphasis on in-
dustry. Adjacent to land need-
ing development after the Atlanta
Braves’ move from Turner Field to
Cobb, the zone incorporates tracts
of housing and brick-and-mor-
tar businesses connected by busy
University Avenue, Metropolitan
Parkway and Pryor Road. Tree-
lined Capitol View mixes new bun-
galows and properties in vari-
ous states of renovation. What the
communities share in domestic
potential they often lack in ready
access to diverse goods and ser-
vices. The Villages at Carver Fam-
ily YMCA provides a hub of com-
munity interaction, while Peo-
plestown’s D.H. Stanton Park,
with its photovoltaic solar pan-
els, is the first energy-cost-neutral
park in the City of Atlanta.
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The newly renovated
D.H. Stanton Park.





3
This popular sector of
Southeast Atlanta features
six historic neighborhoods
founded in the early 20th
century. Grant Park’s ex-

pansive green space and the Zoo
Atlanta complex are rimmed
with blocks of restored Victorian
homes as well as cozy shops and
eateries. Restored homes atop the
hills of Chosewood Park offer ap-
pealing views of Atlanta’s skyline.
Most homes in Ormewood Park
are small, split-level Victorians
that have resisted the intown wave
of major renovations. Boulevard
Heights’ proximity to Grant Park
and East Atlanta gives it great po-
tential for the future.

B O U L E V A R D C R O S S I N G
In southeast Atlanta, the BeltLine passes through the communities of Grant Park, Chosewood

Park, Beulah Crossing, Englewood Manor, Ormewood Park and Boulevard Heights.

The Atlanta BeltLine || Neighborhoods



St. Paul UnitedMethodist
Church in Grant Park.
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Reynoldstownwas settled
after the Civil War by freed
slaves whowere employed
by the railroad.

M E M O R I A L - G L E N W O O D
The area east of the Downtown Connector and bisected by Interstate 20 includes the

neighborhoods of Cabbagetown, Edgewood, Grant Park, Ormewood Park and Reynoldstown.

4
This Southeastern sector
of the city includes such
urban challenges as the
vacated industrial com-
plexes bisected by I-20.

Bordered by DeKalb Avenue to the
north, Moreland Avenue to the
east and Berne Street to the south,
it’s become an enclave for hip-
sters embracing alternative trans-
portation. The area’s most promi-
nent tourist attraction may be his-
toric Oakland Cemetery. The clap-
board, shotgun-style homes in
Cabbagetown, founded predomi-
nantly by former mill workers, are
packed close together, with popu-
lar cafes within walking distance.
Reynoldstown’s diverse architec-
ture, which includes multi-story
Victorians and single-story stucco
ranches, reflect the original con-
struction options available to the
city’s railroad workers. Glenwood
Park’s high-priced townhouses,
condos and apartments barely 10
years old sit comfortably in the
historical surroundings.
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F R E E D O M P A R K W A Y
Featuring the Atlanta BeltLine’s Eastside Trail, this section finds the Inman Park,

Old Fourth Ward, Poncey-Highland and Sweet Auburn neighborhoods lining the way.

5
Just two miles east of
downtown, Inman
Park was the city’s first
planned suburb in the
late 1800s. New res-

taurants and shops flourish on
its streets, but Inman Park re-
tains its historic flavor due to
its many restored homes sit-
ting on hills above pocked side-
walks. Reflecting a BeltLine de-
velopment boom, the Old Fourth
Ward features increased rent-
al complexes and bar/restaurant
activity, as well as the Histor-
ic Fourth Ward Park and Histor-
ic Fourth Ward Skatepark. In the
Sweet Auburn district, tourists
explore landmarks from the Civ-
il Rights Movement and entrepre-
neurs stake new claims to mixed-
use developments. It’s also home
to the ever-evolving Curb Market
full of grocers and food stands.
The Carter Center and Ponce
City Market also serve as area
highlights.



M O N R O E - P I E D M O N T
The northeast section runs through Ansley Park, Midtown, Morningside, Piedmont Heights,

Sherwood Forest and Virginia-Highland, and features upscale homes and condominiums.

6
Ansley Park’s prime re-
al estate includes upscale
condos and houses span-
ning the gamut of styles
(Colonial, Neo-Classi-

cal, Victorian, Tudor, Federal and
Craftsman) aligned on curving
streets lined with greenery. Sim-
ilarly, the Morningside and Vir-
ginia-Highland communities ca-
ter mainly to active, diverse and
upper-income residents of ear-
ly 1900s homes, nearby condo
dwellers, and visitors attracted by
the eclectic mix of restaurants and
boutiques. The quaint Piedmont
Heights and Sherwood Forest
neighborhoods reflect the influ-
ences of Midtown and Buckhead
aesthetics, with modest bunga-
lows or stately new homes on
shady blocks a short drive from
I-85 and Piedmont Avenue.
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7
The Lindbergh region is
a high-traffic hashtag of
Piedmont Avenue and its
contributing streets
that links Midtown and

Buckhead. Lindbergh Station,
one of MARTA’s busiest hubs,
serves the middle-class singles
and couples who live nearby. The
Brookwood community offers
high-end gated brick and Colonial
homes just a 3-wood swing or less
away from Peachtree Road. On the
southeast fringes of Buckhead,
Peachtree Hills offers an eclectic
respite from the area’s dense traf-
fic with a novel array of antique
shops, cafes and bungalows that
feature quirky gardens and exte-
rior decorations. The mile-long
BeltLine Northside Trail effec-
tively connects Bobby Jones Golf
Course, Atlanta Memorial Park
and Ardmore Park.

N O R T H S I D E - P E A C H T R E E - P I E D M O N T
Including many of the BeltLine’s creeks and streams, this section intersects Ardmore Park,

Brookwood Hills, Colonial Homes, Buckhead, Lindbergh and Peachtree Hills.
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U P P E R W E S T S I D E - N O R T H S I D E

8
Surrounded by new
apartment and condo
complexes, Atlantic Sta-
tion’s commercial center
features shops, restau-

rants and a movie complex, as
well as capacity for festivals, con-
certs and sporting events. Loring
Heights and Home Park are em-
blematic of Depression-era com-
munities that arose on the north-
west outskirts of downtown,
where residents of cottage-style
homes enjoy quick access to major
roads and highways. The Marietta
Street Artery, serving such down-
town tourist attractions as the
Georgia Aquarium, extends for
three miles northward from Cen-
tennial Olympic Park to the new
and reclaimed structures, some
built from post-Civil War railroad
depots.

This northwestern section includes Atlantic Station, Berkeley Park, Blandtown, Channing

Valley, Home Park, Loring Heights and the Marietta Street Artery.







U P P E R M A R I E T T A - W E S T S I D E P A R K
Farther down the northwest section of the BeltLine is Grove Park, Howell Station, Knight Park

and Rockdale, as well as Bellwood Quarry, the future site of the Westside Reservoir Park.

9
On the verge of its cen-
tennial, Grove Park is a
haven for fans and flip-
pers of modest prop-
erties who anticipate real

estate prices to rise with the trans-
formation of a massive rock quar-
ry into the planned Westside Res-
ervoir Park, projected to be twice
the size of Piedmont Park. The
compact cottage-style homes in
Howell Station are mere blocks
away from the big-box stores and
auto repair shops at the northern
edge of Howell Mill Road. The ar-
ea’s residential neighborhoods
are dotted with older single-sto-
ry homes and new two-story re-
habs on hilltops that often glimpse
the city skyline. Knight Park in-
cludes an expansive plot of rolling
hills for relaxing family outings.
Rockdale is a poverty-level section
of the community in need of rec-
lamation by renovators and entre-
preneurs.
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B O O N E - H O L L O W E L L
The neighborhoods of Ashview Heights, Bankhead, Hunter Hills, Just Us, Mozley Park and

Washington Park make up this western section, which brings the BeltLine to completion.

10
This western elbow
of Atlanta neighbor-
hoods is among the
last to be embraced
by urban explor-

ers seeking to rejuvenate clusters
of bungalows built in the 1920s
through ’40s. The lofts, galleries
and shops of nearby Castleberry
Hill signal the area’s potential for
development. In historic Wash-
ington Park, once an enclave for
middle-class black families, hum-
ble homes dating to the mid-1900s
are in various states of repair, and
retail services are few and far be-
tween. The district’s Bankhead
community affords quick access to
the I-20 highway but few upscale
amenities. Just Us is one of Atlan-
ta’s smallest and oldest self-pro-
claimed neighborhoods. Comple-
tion of the new, nearby Atlanta
Falcons stadium promises an eco-
nomic boost. The Atlanta BeltLine
master plan includes moderniza-
tion of the sports and recreation
facilities at Maddox Park.
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The CSX railroad line
that runs through
Maddox Park is an
active train corridor.

Many homes in the
Mozley Park community
maintain the early-20th
century style of folk
Victorian cottages and
Craftsman bungalows.



Story by CURT HOLMAN

Photo by JENNI GIRTMAN

S U N D I A T A R U S H

Sundiata Rush

(right) has become

an expert on Atlanta

neighborhoods by

leading monthly

BeltLine bus tours for

the past five years.

A
lmost as soon as he took a
tour of the Atlanta BeltLine
in 2007, Sundiata Rush vol-
unteered for the organiza-

tion, and became a tour guide him-
self in 2010. Rush works in brand
strategy and market implemen-
tation by day and for the past five
years has been leading up to four
bus tours a month.

Living Intown: What’s

the most challenging part

about leading a tour?

Sundiata Rush: I suppose what’s
challenging is standing up [on the
bus], riding backwards and deliv-
ering information to folks. It’s a
lot of information to remember.
Sometimes it’s tough when you’re
facing backwards and the bus
takes narrow turns or makes un-
expected speed changes, and you
can’t see to anticipate them. Re-
cently we added a slide presen-
tation to the tour, as a comple-
ment to what the tour guide says.
It’s not hard, but it can be a little
tricky.

Does the tour give you

a new perspective on

Atlanta neighborhoods?

As the bus loops around the cir-
cle, it touches on so much histo-
ry, heritage and culture. In Peo-
plestown, the BeltLine connects
to four high schools, including
Booker T. Washington, the first
high school for African-Americans
in the state of Georgia. A lot of
leaders attended there, including
Martin Luther King Jr... These old
freight lines used to be at the out-
skirts of town, and as the city ex-
panded, it grew over and around
them. So they’ve shaped how
our neighborhoods have evolved
over time and are weaved right in-
to the fabric and flow of develop-
ment. No other city could build a
loop of light-rail transit and trails
in its core that connects neighbor-
hoods, parks, schools and com-
merce like we’re doing without
uprooting lots of existing infra-
structure.

Do you have a favorite

place on the tour?

One of my favorite parts to talk
about comes about 5-10 minutes
into the tour, where the BeltLine
will meet Wylie Street. There are
old railroad tracks laid a centu-
ry ago, in 1899, near where Flat
Shoals runs into Wylie. It’s a great
view looking down south of the
corridor that almost tells the story
of Atlanta.
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The Atlanta BeltLine

W H E R E O N T H E B E L T L I N E I S T H I S ?

The term “foamers” refers to Beltline superfans,

the kind who followed the early town meetings

and groundbreakings with close attention, and

walked the trails even before a dollop of concrete

was put down. Foamers put in hours on the trails

every week, carry a lantern in the parade every

year and take out-of-town guests to favorite sights

whenever they visit. But if you’re a foamer, how

well do you really know the BeltLine? Put your

knowledge to the test by identifying the locations

of these lesser-known landmarks and features —

without looking at the answers at the bottom of

the next page.

Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN
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2
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Answers

1. JK Koth’s sculpture “Rakshasa” is on the East-
side Hiking Trail at the northern edge of Piedmont
Park, near mile 11.75. 2. This yellow jalopy stands
on the roof of the Bearings Bike Shop on Murphy
Avenue, overlooking the Westside Trail. 3. The bot-
tom of Bellwood Quarry, the future site of Westside
Reservoir Park. 4. A mural by Peter Ferrari under
Collier Road and along Tanyard Creek. 5. The three-
bay tunnel under Allene Avenue in Adair Park on the
Westside Trail. 6. A marker south of Edgewood Ave-
nue, in an area targeted for development after the
completion of the Westside Trail. 7. An entrance to
the Virginia Cotton Loft Docks.

5
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