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ju ly/august calendar

Fitness: Old school
Atlanta Field Day revives such classic playground

games as tug-of-war, wheelbarrow races and obstacle
courses. Sponsored by the Atlanta Sport and Social Club,
the event sees teams compete for such titles as King of
the Field and Back of the Pack.

Atlanta Field Day. July 16. Historic Fourth Ward Park,
666 Rankin St. 678-869-4690. atlfieldday.com

Festival: You say tomato
Culinary empire-builder Ford Fry’s eighth annual

Attack of the Killer Tomato Festival moves to a new loca-
tion at Park Tavern, but the food, cocktails and worthy
cause (proceeds benefit the Giving Kitchen and Georgia
Organics) remain the same.

Attack of the Killer Tomato Festival. July 17. Park Tavern,
500 10th St. 404-355-2252. killertomatofest.com

Music: Blue eyes, big voice
After performing a duet with singer/songwriter Diane

Durrett, Sting declared, “She’s good. She’s damned
good.” The up-and-coming Atlanta artist brings her raw
and sultry vocals to the lawn at Callanwolde.

Jazz on the Lawn: Diane Durrett. July 22. Callanwolde
Fine Arts Center, 980 Briarcliff Road. 404-872-5338.
callanwolde.org

Festival: Grab a spoon
Work off the calories from frozen indulgences at the

sixth annual Atlanta Ice Cream festival with dancing,
hula hooping and bungee jumping. The summer cele-
bration includes plenty of health information from local
agencies, and some proceeds will go to a local family
struggling with Crohn’s disease. »



Above, Park Tavern visitors will be seeing red at this
year’s Attack of the Killer Tomato Festival. Below, At-
lanta singer/songwriter Diane Durrett will get soulful
on the lawn of Callanwolde Fine Arts Center.

Photo by CURTIS COMPTON
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Story by JIM AUCHMUTEY | Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

Sometimes, as I hurry down Capitol Avenue to a Braves game,
I look up at the Olympic cauldron hovering overhead like an
extraterrestrial waffle cone, and a powerful sense of déjà vu
comes over me.
The cauldron, of course, figured in perhaps the most

dramatic moment of the Atlanta Games: when Muhammad Ali,
his hands trembling from Parkinson’s disease, held the torch that lit the
fuse that ignited the bowl of fire that signaled the beginning of the 1996
Centennial Olympics. Some 85,000 people witnessed it in person, and
nearly a billion more viewed it on TV around the world. I was not among
them.
I had been covering the Olympic torch relay for The Atlanta Journal-

Constitution, joining the home stretch from Roswell. As the opening
ceremony began on the evening of July 19, I was following the torch
through downtown Atlanta to one of its final stops at the Martin Luther
King Jr. tomb on Auburn Avenue — a flame paying respects to a flame. With
my cellphone battery running down, I left to find a pay phone (remember
those?) to call the newsroom. When I returned, the procession had
departed. Oh no, I thought. I’ve lost the Olympic torch!

Left, Atlantans crowd the 1996 Olympic torch relay. Above, the Olympic cauldron site downtown.

Carrying
a torch

»

at lanta olympics
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the Atlanta Beach volleyball courts in Clayton
County, the Georgia International Horse Park in
Conyers, the Wolf Creek Shooting Complex in south
Fulton County, the Stone Mountain Archery Center
and Velodrome, the Stone Mountain Tennis Center,
and Herndon Stadium at Morris Brown College
(where an existing stadium was rebuilt).

All but the last three continue in some semblance
of their original purpose. The velodrome was sold
and now serves as a bicycle track in Bromont,
Quebec, while the site in Stone Mountain Park has
become a bird sanctuary with trails. The tennis
center where Andre Agassi and Lindsay Davenport
won gold closed in 2007 and is sitting vacant and
in disrepair; the latest proposal, for Gwinnett
County to use it as public tennis courts, did not pan
out. Herndon Stadium is essentially abandoned, a
sad result of the near-death of Morris Brown, the
college that owned it.

Other Olympic-related development has had
far-reaching effects on Atlanta. Anticipating traffic
from the Games, the airport built a new concourse
and added 1.3 million square feet. The Olympic
Village, erected where the Techwood Homes
public housing project had stood, later provided

A popular place for children to cool off, the Fountain of
Rings in Centennial Olympic Park emulates the design
of the Olympic Rings and is the most familiar feature
of the 21-acre park, now a hub for downtown Atlanta
tourism. Photo by JENNI GIRTMAN.

at lanta olympics

dormitories for Tech and Georgia State University.
This was the first step that led GSU, a onetime
commuter school, to build more than 5,000 units of
student housing downtown.

And then there’s Centennial Olympic Park, which
wasn’t even part of the picture initially. Payne
envisioned it after he attended the 1992 Olympics
in Barcelona, saw the crowds filling a central
plaza and began to worry that Atlanta had no such
gathering place. He conjured one up from a half-
derelict warehouse area he could see out his office
window.

Twenty years later, the park is the focal point of
Atlanta’s tourist district, the open common that
links the Georgia Aquarium, the World of Coca-
Cola, the College Football Hall of Fame, the Center
for Civil and Human Rights, the Skyview Ferris
wheel and an ever-growing assemblage of hotels
and condo buildings. None of it existed in 1996.

“That park,” Payne says, “is where my heart
beats fastest.”

Fittingly, Centennial Olympic Park will be the
site of a 20th anniversary celebration on July 16.
The state-run facility is undergoing a $25 million
makeover and will soon expand as the Metro
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce vacates its building
on the southern end of the park so it can be
demolished to create more green space.

To help pay for the changes, the park has revived
its Adopt-a-Brick program. So if you didn’t buy a
brick during the 1990s, here’s another chance to
put your name on one of Georgia’s most prominent
pieces of real estate.

Olympic fundraising — seems like old times.
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SECOND HOME SECTION

hen pondering the
perfect place for
weekend leisure
and vacations, an
easygoing drive can
sweeten the deal,
especially when

cozy quarters await in quaint towns
and rustic locales.

Seven years ago on the drive back
to Atlanta from Lake Oconee, interi-
or designer Jimmy Stanton and his
partner, Patrick Greco, stopped for
lunch in Madison, a Morgan County

town established in 1809. They were
considering buying a beach home
in Rosemary Beach, Fla., but found
Madison to be a better fit.

Morgan and nearby Greene county,
just over an hour east of Atlanta,
offer small-town life with antebellum
homes and country farms.

“We just knew it was so far to
get down there [to Florida],” says
Stanton, owner of Stanton Home
Furnishings in Virginia-Highland
and west Midtown. “We knew we
wouldn’t be able to experience it

like we would with this [home in
Madison]. We just saw all the old
homes [and] said, ‘Gosh, this is so
great. It’s so close.’”

Greco is region developer for The
Joint chiropractic clinics and owns
Midtown Place Chiropractic, as well
as two Massage Envy locations.

Stanton and Greco decided to buy
Madison’s oldest house, built in 1818.
They renovated the interior, expand-
ed its outdoor entertaining space
and started spending days offwork
in Madison, just an hour from their

B E S T - K E P T

Story by LORI JOHNSTON | Photos by JASON GETZ

Right, Jimmy Stan-
ton and Patrick
Greco’s second

home in Madison
includes a family
room for enter-
taining. Below,

the Greek revival
home, built circa
1851, has an up-

dated, well-stocked
kitchen.
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White Provision condo in Midtown.
When the couple realized they

wanted a roomier residence, they
sold the home in favor of a columned
Greek revival estate, circa 1851,
that they recently purchased. The
larger house is located just down the
street and sits on 5 acres that once
belonged to Atlanta’s legendary
Candler family, the founders of the
Coca-Cola Company. They added a
modern fiberglass pool, rustic pool
house, seating areas with furniture
from Lee Industries and Stanton’s
store, two fire pits and hammocks.
They also planted a hedge with 200

Leyland cypress trees and remodeled
rooms, including the kitchen.

Stanton says he and Greco can host
friendsmore comfortably in the larger
home, and have the choice of taking a
walk with their guests to restaurants
and shops in the downtown district,
or lounging poolside or by the fire.

“With our first house, we loved it,
but it was so small,” he says. “Now
we’ve really got this space that we
can entertain.”

Country roads, take me home
Rural farms offer second home

options beyond the Southern down-

town districts of Madison and the
Greene County town of Greensboro.

In 2000, Bill Pahl, senior vice
president of investments for UBS
Financial Services in Buckhead,
bought a former cotton planta-
tion turned horse farm in Greene
County, as a getaway for family
and friends. Pahl, who grew up on
a farm in South Georgia, rebuilt
the 100-year-old farmhouse with a
stone fireplace, pine floors and a
shake exterior. Pahl says he enjoys
staying busy with upgrades and
maintenance on the nearly 500-acre
property.

The Candler family,
founders of Coca-Cola,
first owned the home
in Madison.

»

Above, Jimmy
Stanton and Pat-
rick Greco added a
modern fiberglass
pool and rustic
pool house to their
second home.
Left, the home’s
front entrance
reflects a more
contemporary
sensibility.

S E C R E T S
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MORETHANSKINDEEP
Story by PAMELA A. KEENE
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

At the height of summer, the
heat, humidity and fluctuating
air quality can wreak havoc on
your skin, requiring a better
defense for your dermis. Such

local providers as Fig & Flower and Holly-
Beth Organics offer natural and organic
products that can provide protection from
sun and pollution, as well as minimize the
effects of aging.
“Having a good skin-care regimen goes a

longway toward healthy-looking skin,” says
Sara Lamond, owner of the 2-year-old Fig &
Flower natural beauty store in Poncey-High-
land. “We recommend cleansing and mois-
turizing twice a day, in the mornings and
again each night before bed. And always re-
member to start with a clean face.”

shop || skin care

»



Above, HollyBeth Anderson founded HollyBeth Organics in
2008. Below, Working in her StudioPlex kitchen in Sweet
Auburn, Anderson mixes USDA certified organic skin care prod-
ucts from her handwritten recipes.

“A Green Beauty Bou-
tique,” Fig & Flower in
Poncey-Highland offers
natural, organic products
that provide protection
from sun damage.

July - Aug. 2016 • LIVING INTOWN 75











do || nature walk

Story by C.W. CAMERON
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

‘‘Soil has a memory,” says Jackie Macomber of
Clarkston.“If we don’t disturb the land too
much, if we don’t bulldoze it away, if we re-
move the invasive non-native plants, then the

land has the capacity to rejuvenate itself.”
On a Saturday morning in late February, Macomber is

one of a dozen tour-goers joining Kathryn Kolb and Jes-
sica Muhammad of the Atlanta-based nonprofit Eco-A
(ecoaddendum.org).
The group’s three-hour, eight-mile exploration of the

headwaters of the Flint River begins in an unassuming
church parking lot in East Point. The site marked the area’s
highest topographic point, where rainwater falling on one
side flows to the Chattahoochee, and water falling on the
other side flows to the Flint.

Wanderover yonder

Eco-A’s nature walks
promote the art of
observing nature’s
grand displays and
fine details.
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Macomber and other visitors gained deeper
perspectives of nature from repeated jour-
neys with “Walk About Down Yonder,” part of
Eco-A’s Where theWater Goes 2016 program.
Between one to three times a month, Kolb
andMuhammad lead walks primarily in
Atlanta-area neighborhood parks and forests,
but also in other parts of the Southeast.

Some are easy walks of about two hours
that explore parks and nature preserves
within the city limits. Others, like the Flint
River exploration, combine driving and hik-
ing. On photography walks, Kolb offers tips
from her years of experience as a fine-arts
photographer.

Where the Water Goes also offers the
chance to kayak or canoe on a river and
camp out overnight while exploring the
Southeast’s water supply. This year the series
will explore the Flint River from East Point,
Ga., to Eastpoint, Fla., where it joins the
Chattahoochee to become the Apalachicola
River and flows on to the Gulf of Mexico.

Kolb and Muhammad like to say their
walks promote the art of observation. “A lot
of people can take you on a tour and list the
names of what you’re seeing,” Kolb says.
“But we like to create a context so they can
understand the history. Why is this forest
still here? Why do we feel good being here?
We want to open doors so people learn a
new way of seeing. Then they can take that
with them and use it on a trip to Colorado or
to Brazil, or just in their own backyard.”

Now a resident of East Lake, Kolb de-
scribes her upbringing in rural Virginia as
unusual for her generation. “My mother

was an environmentalist before that was a
popular thing,” Kolb says. “As a kid, it was a
little lonely. But I now appreciate how much
I learned from her.” Arriving in Atlanta in
the late 1970s to attend Emory, she became

Left, Gladys Jules (from left), Phillis Miller and Eco-A’s Jessica Muhammad appreciate a tulip poplar.
Above, Eco-A participants, including Debbie Gathmann (front right), go deeper into the woods.

Phillis Miller, left and Eco-A co-founder Jessica
Muhammad, a certified forest therapy guide,
take a closer look at a budding hickory tree.

»
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Egad! Infamous jewel thief
and con artist Sir Claude
Juan Philipe has stolen
the Sienna III White
Diamond, a British royal
treasure as big as a fist!

So my team learns from Solomon
Walker, an Edwardian-clad man
with a booming voice. He charges
us with finding the diamond, which
is hidden, he believes, in Sir Claude
Juan’s study. So into the room we go,
the door locking behind us with a

do || es cape games

Story by THOMAS BELL
Photos by JENNI GIRTMAN

mysteryLocked room

From left, Noah Meadows, Jung Fang
and Andrew Star collaborate to solve
one of the live-action games of Mis-
sion Escape Atlanta.
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solid metallic thunk as a powerful
electromagnet engages.

In the lone intrusions of modern
technology, closed-circuit cameras
scrutinize us from above and a flat
screenmonitor displays our remain-
ing time. The thief will return in 60
minutes. Before he does, wemust
retrieve the stolen diamond and
deduce how to ...make our escape!

We’re playing against Atlanta’s
Mission Escape, one of several
Atlanta businesses offering real-life

escape games. The games have, in
recent years, become an interna-
tional phenomenon, with 3,444 list-
ed in the international Escape Room
Directory. Open seven days a week,
Mission Escape often has two games
running simultaneously during
weekend afternoons and evenings,
when reservations are a must.

A resurgence of analog play,
these games provide physi-
cal-world challenges inspired by
virtual games. Point-and-click

escape games are among the
most popular categories of casual
computer games. In most of them,
you are stuck inside a room or
other enclosed space, and must
find hidden clues, solve puzzles
and unlock locks, all by clicking,
dragging and maybe typing the
occasional code.

But my team of aspiring escap-
ees has no pointer or keyboard.
We’re locked inside an actual
room, about 10-by-14 feet and

Above, a team focuses on cracking the code on a padlock in one of the clues
to secure their release at Mission Escape. Below, Jo Peace and her son Noah
Meadows stoop to conquer another of the puzzles.

»
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HISTORY
In the early 1800s, farming was

king and the John L. Evins plantation
was a popular stopping place in what
is now Brookhaven. Before the Civil
War, Evins’ land passed to Solomon
Goodwin, whose log cabin still stands
in Brookhaven and remains the oldest
building in DeKalb County. By the late
1800s, Salson Stovall was the main
property owner in what is now known
as Historic Brookhaven.

In the early 1900s, the area be-
came a summer haven for Atlantans,
so developers created Brookhaven
Estates, a neighborhood of homes
with Brookhaven Country Club as its
focal point. (According to the Historic
Brookhaven Neighborhood Associ-
ation, it was probably the first com-
munity in the Southeast built around
a golf course.) Within a few years, Cap-
ital City Club purchased the Brookha-
ven club and expanded the golf course
from nine to 18 holes. Many of the
homes along Club Drive were built
between the 1920s and early 1940s.

The cornerstone of Oglethorpe
University’s Brookhaven campus was
laid in 1915 after it was re-chartered
and moved from its 1835 original loca-
tion near Milledgeville (not counting
a short stint in Atlanta). The campus’
distinctive Gothic-style buildings
were inspired by James Oglethorpe’s
alma mater, Corpus Christi College at
Oxford University in England. In 2015,
the university celebrated 100 years in
its current location.

By 1985, Historic Brookhaven was
listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places, and the following year,
the National Park Service officially
named it the Brookhaven Historic Dis-
trict. In 1994, Oglethorpe University
was listed on the National Register.

COMMUNITY
Located in North DeKalb County,

Brookhaven is bounded on the north by
I-285 and primarily by I-85 on the south.
To the west, it goes as far as the DeKalb/
Fulton County line and to the east, it
abuts the city limits of Chamblee.

The boundaries of Historic
Brookhaven include parts of the city
of Atlanta as well as parts of DeKalb.
“Some homes in Historic Brookhaven
are actually bisected by the coun-
ty line,” says Bob Connelly, 17-year
Brookhaven resident and president
of the Historic Brookhaven Neigh-

Originally chartered in 1834,
Oglethorpe University has occupied
its current location since 1915.

ins ider ’s guide || brookhaven

Stately homes line Club Drive, which runs through Historic Brookhaven and past the
Capital City Country Club. In the early 1900s, Brookhaven Estates was one of the first
communities in the Southeast built around a golf course.
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Brookhaven has a reputation for luxurious mansions, but the community is seeing
an increase in infill housing, particularly with brick multi-story residences and homes
with Craftsman-style architecture.
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Brookhaven has a reputation for luxurious mansions, but the community is seeing
an increase in infill housing, particularly with brick multi-story residences and homes
with Craftsman-style architecture.

»

borhood Association. “It can be a bit
confusing. For instance, sometimes
residents of Historic Brookhaven who
live in Atlanta receive jury summons
from DeKalb.”

The city’s 56,000-plus residents can
now go to Brookhaven City Hall for is-
sues related to government administra-
tion, parks, and planning and zoning,
rather than making a trek to Decatur.
“That has been a huge help to us,”
Layden says. “We really feel like we’re
much more in touch with our own
city officials, and we appreciate being
responsible for our own services here.”

Nearly 60 percent of Brookhaven’s
more than 8.5 square miles consists
of single-family residences. Approx-
imately 26 percent of residents are

“We’re the 13th largest
city inGeorgia, andwe’re
continuing to grow.We’re
working hard to create an
identity for Brookhaven
as awhole and to fulfill the
needs of all our residents.”
—MAYOR JOHNERNST
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