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workers to bring in  families

Government unveils
new work visa rules for lower-paid

Up to 30,000 business-
es across the country 
will benefi t from new 
changes to the Gov-

ernment's temporary work visa 
process programme, Immigra-

tion Minister Iain Lees-Gallo-
way says. Changes, which will 
start coming into eff ect in 2020, 
include reinstating the ability 
for lower-paid workers to bring 
their families to New Zealand 

and the introduction of a new 
employer-led visa framework 
which will make the application 
process easier. It also increases 
the expectation on employers 
to employ and train more New 

Zealanders and will reduce the 
exploitation of temporary for-
eign workers. Lees-Galloway 
said the changes would assist 
between 25,000-30,000 busi-
nesses to fi ll shortages. “The 

new visa system will require all 
employers to be accredited and 
will give employers more cer-
tainty about their ability to hire 
a foreign worker earlier in the 
application process. 

Immigration Minister Iain Lees-Galloway said the visa changes would assist between 25,000-30,000 businesses to fi ll shortages. Photo / Mark Mitchel

Read more on Page 9
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Ross Clow is currently the coun-
cillor for the Whau ward and 
Chairperson Finance & Per-
formance Committee, Auck-

land Council.  A long serving New Lynn 
Councillor and Chairperson Finance 
Committee, Waitakere Council and Por-
tage Trust President. Foundation Presi-
dent Bay Olympic Football. Past Chair-
person Titirangi Primary School board. 
New Lynn family business almost 30 
years. Titirangi resident over 50 years 
- live 200 metres outside Whau ward. 
Married to Lynn Pearl, father of Pearl 
clan.

Ross Clow has spent his 20s educating 
himself, labouring and travelling. He has 
degrees in economics, accounting and 
history. Fortunate to backpack around 
the world - North and South America, 
Asia, Africa and Europe - for three years. 
He worked in industrial relations in his 
30s and then bought a New Lynn busi-
ness.

As chair of Finance committee proud of 
helping deliver modest 2.5% rate rises 
and $26 billion/10 year capital invest-
ment programme focused on transport 
and water infrastructure. Important is 
to retain ownership of Watercare, Ports 
of Auckland and the Auckland airport 
shareholding. Working alongside Gov-
ernment for affordable, sustainable 
housing choices remains a top priority 
says Ross. 

Ring-fenced Water Quality and Natural 

Environment targeted rates are farsight-
ed environmental initiatives. The chal-
lenges climate change present need to 
be met now and with urgency. Enhanc-
ing the green spaces and preservation of 
the trees and heritage buildings is very 
important for Ross – New Lynn’s St An-
drews hall must be saved. He is proud 
with the progress of Te Whau Coastal 
Walkway and Waterview to New Lynn 
walkway/cycleway, completion by 2020. 

Council has committed: $37 million 
for the Avondale Community Centre/
Library; $23 million  for the Crown 
Lynn development; and $104 million for 
the Whau Pool/Recreation Centre. The 
Whau is now getting its fair share!

“I am an experienced and able commu-
nity advocate with a proven record of 
achievement in local and greater Auck-
land community affairs, I seek your con-
tinued support.” says Ross.

Mr. ROSS CLOW, WHAU COUNCIL

Ross Clow

Complaints against banks 
up 20 per cent in last year

Complaints to the Banking Om-
budsman rose 20 per cent in 
the last financial year as the 
conduct of banks and financial 

agencies was thrust into the spotlight.
Almost 5000 cases were looked at in the 
last year, 3108 of them were complaints, 
mostly to do with lending, bank accounts 
and payment systems.
The Ombudsman Nicola Sladden said 
the Australian Royal Commission of In-
quiry into banking prompted the closer 
scrutiny of New Zealand banks.
"We said we had not seen the same type 
of systemic abuse in the cases we see, 
but we know we only see the tip of the 
complaints iceberg. We have therefore 
begun developing a dashboard which 
will bring together complaints data from 
our cases and the banks.
"This is due to go live in mid-2020."
ANZ received the most complaints with 
784, Westpac was next with 585, fol-

lowed by Kiwibank (474), ASB Bank 
(452) and BNZ (428).
Ms Sladden said the agency also saw 
a theme of complaints from disabled 
and older customers who had difficulty 
navigating their banking and there was 
a 136 percent increase in cases involv-
ing powers of attorney. The number of 
complaints to do with scams more than 
doubled, with email-related scams in-
creasing the most (5.8 per cent).
"This prompted us to initiate a fraud 
awareness campaign on TV, radio and 
social media. We marketed the campaign 
through banks, stakeholders and our 
own channels reaching two million TV 
viewers, two million radio listeners and 
800,000 social media users."
In light of the report the Ombudsman 
has asked banks to look at four issues; 
unclear terms and conditions, employee 
browsing, forced account closures and 
complaint resolution.                - One News

ANZ, ASB, Kiwibank and Westpac were the most complained banks in the 2018/19 financial year.
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•  $37 million for Avondale 
Community Centre/Library.
•  $104 million for Whau Swim-
ming Pool/Recreation Centre.
•  $23 million to finish Crown 
Lynn Precinct.
•  3 km of the Te Whau Coast-
al Walkway completed; Water-
view to New Lynn walkway/
cycleway  completed  2020.
•  Waitakere Ki Tua , Whau Pa-
cific People’s and Whau Ethnic 
People’s plans launched.

Rates

•Rates should be set as close as 
possible to inflation with alter-
native sources of revenue nego-
tiated with Central Government. 
Councillor Clow in his role 
chairing the Finance committee 
is proud of the modest 2.5% rate 
rises over the last 3 years.
•The public must continue to 
own our strategic business as-
sets: Watercare, Ports of Auck-
land and Auckland Airport 
shareholding.
•All CCOs need to be under 
greater democratic control and 

community accountability.
Housing
•We will continue to demand 
our share of the Government’s 
better choices in affordable and 
sustainable housing Especially 
important are affordable apart-
ments for young and old in New 
Lynn and Avondale.
Town Centres
•All have a right to feel safe in 
their own neighbourhood. We 
strongly support liquor bans in 
public places, local community 
policing, Pacific/Maori war-

dens, CCTV coverage in our 
town centres and responsible 
liquor management in our com-
munity.
•Blockhouse Bay, Green Bay 
and New Windsor centres are 
due revitalization.
Parks and Libraries
•Avondale needs more public 
green space – 15 hectares of 
Avondale Racing club must be 
retained.
•We strongly support our librar-
ies as crucial community hubs 
and centres of learning.

Environment 
•We applaud the adoption of the 
Water Quality and Natural En-
vironment targeted rates.
•Climate Change is the most 
significant environmental chal-
lenge of our time. 
Culture and Diversity
•Whether it be Waitangi Day/
Matariki, Chinese New Year, 
Diwali/Holi festivals, Pasifika 
festival, St Patrick’s day or our 
famous Avondale Market - we 
embrace the rich cultural diver-
sity in our Whau community.

Labour Team’s Achievements (2013 - 2019)

'Serious outbreak' as Auckland hits 1000 plus cases of measles

The number of measles 
cases across Auckland 
has now reached 1007 
plus, health authori-

ties say. That's up 37 cases in a 

day, Auckland Regional Public 
Health Service's medical officer 
of health Dr William Rainger 
said. Nationally there have 
been 1214 confirmed cases of 

measles notified across New 
Zealand, according to the Min-
istry of Health. Rainger said the 
increase in cases was slightly 
higher than previous days but 
not something to be concerned 
about. "We look at the trend over 
time." He classed the Auckland 
rates as a "serious outbreak". He 
would consider the measles out-
break an epidemic when there 
were "outbreaks across different 
geographical areas - it becomes 
a national issue". Health author-
ities have previously said they 
expected the measles outbreak 
to peak soon. Rainger said there 
was still a steady trend upward 
but with high rates of vaccina-
tion in recent weeks, that could 

change. The effects of the MMR 
vaccine took about two weeks 
to kick in, he said. There had 
been a quadrupling of MMR 
vaccines being given out in the 
past three weeks. Some days 
there were 2000 doses being 
given per day, compared to 500 
three weeks ago. The Ministry 
of Health said it was asking GPs 
to prioritise the neediest in dol-
ing out their remaining MMR 
stocks, as the country awaits a 
new shipment of 52,000 doses. 
Those are expected to arrive on 
the weekend and be distributed 
next week around New Zealand.
Rainger said Auckland's DHBs 
were working with public health 
organisations to regularly stock-

take where vaccines were - and 
where they weren't - and redis-
tribute them as appropriate.
The sector's efforts to vaccinate 
were "much to be admired", 
he said. They were being giv-
en two key priorities. The first 
was making sure young chil-
dren were being vaccinated to 
schedule, as under-5s were most 
vulnerable to catching measles 
and to getting very sick. Break-
ing the chain of transmission 
was the second key objective. 
15-29-year-olds and Pacific 
people were a focus of vacci-
nation efforts as they were the 
ones who had been dispropor-
tionately impacted by the out-
break.                       - NewstalkZB

The outbreak continues to grow.
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New gun laws come after the shootings New Zealand history will be com-
pulsory in all schools by 2022

A new firearms regis-
ter, announced by the 
Government on 13th 
September, will help 

stop the flow of guns into the 
criminal underground’s black 
market, Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said.
In the second tranche of gun law 
reforms, following April’s ban 
on military-style semi-automat-
ic weapons and assault rifles, 
will introduced the long-called 
for firearms register, which will 
aim to monitor and track ev-
ery firearm legally held in New 
Zealand. The Police Associa-
tion has been lobbying for a gun 
register for years but it is like-
ly to further anger gun lobby 
groups already upset with the 
Government’s buyback scheme 
for recently banned firearms. 
The announcement was made in 
Christchurch on 13th September 
by Police Minister Stuart Nash 
and Prime Minister Jacinda Ar-
dern, who said: “Owning a fire-
arm is a privilege not a right.” 
The largely online register has 
been described being similar to 
the motor vehicle register oper-
ated by the NZ Transport Agen-
cy and will take five years to 
roll out. It will hold the licence 
holder’s full name, date of birth 
and address, along with details 
of their licence number and any 
endorsements; details of fire-
arms, restricted weapons and 
prohibited magazines including 
identifying markings and infor-
mation on storage; and record 
all transfers, sales, purchases, 
imports and exports of firearms 
and other items. Private sales 

will still be permitted. The Arms 
Legislation Bill will also im-
prove the authorities’ ability to 
monitor firearms lawfully enter-
ing and exiting the country and 
help combat organised crime, 
Ardern said. It also introduces 
new offences and higher penal-
ties and will see New Zealand 
accede to the United Nations 
(UN) Protocol against the Illicit 
Manufacturing of and Traffick-
ing in Firearms, Their Parts and 
Components and Ammunition 
(the Firearms Protocol). 
The April gun reforms took ac-
tion to remove military-style 
semi-automatics while the new 
steps are aimed at stopping 
guns from reaching the hands 
of criminals, the Prime Min-
ister added. “Our focus since 
March 15 has been on ensuring 
that our communities are as pro-
tected as they can be from the 
potential for another attack like 
the horrific one, we witnessed in 
Christchurch,” she said. 
“That attack exposed weakness-
es in legislation which we have 
the power to fix. We would not 
be a responsible government if 
we didn’t address them.” Nash 
says the Arms Act, which came 
into force in 1983, is no longer 
fit for purpose.
Although there are “a number 
of significant changes” in the 
new bill, Nash said, “We need 
every one of them.” 
He cited figures that around 
18,204 firearms offences have 
been committed in the four cal-
endar years 2015-2018, ranging 
from homicides, to robbery, 
intimidation, failing to comply 

with the Arms Act licensing 
regime, carrying a loaded fire-
arm in a vehicle. “We must take 
steps to tighten our gun laws 
to ensure the safety of all New 
Zealanders,” Nash said. The 
bill, which will be reviewed five 
years after it has been enacted, 
will establish a Commission-
er’s Firearms Advisory Group, 
which will include members of 
both the firearms community 
and non-firearms owning com-
munity, to “support achieving 
the objectives” of the Arms Act, 
Nash says. He encouraged peo-
ple to also make submissions 
through the select committee 
process, with the Arms Legis-
lation Bill having its first read-
ing on September 24. The bill 
includes:
• The creation of a firearms reg-
istry to enable the monitoring 
and tracking of every firearm 
legally held in New Zealand.
• Changing the length of the 
time of issue for a firearms li-
cence from 10 years to five 
years.
• The creation of a licensing 
regime for shooting clubs and 
ranges.
• A requirement to be a licence 
holder in order to purchase and 
hold firearm parts, magazines 
and ammunition.
• Strengthening and tightening 
the rules in the licensing re-
gimes for individuals and deal-
ers.
• Conditions on firearms licenc-
es and changes to endorsements.
• Updated and new offences and 
penalties.
• Provisions to enable health 
practitioners to notify Police if 
they have concerns about a li-
cence firearms owner’s health 
or wellbeing.
• New Mechanisms and options 
for dealing with firearm licence 
holders who breach conditions 
of the Act or Regulations.
• Strengthening regulatory over-
sight on importation and sales.
• Changes to the cost recovery 
regime that will enable fees to 
be set out in regulations for a 
range of regulatory services.
        - NewstalkZB

Christchurch mosque Within the next 
three years, New 
Zealand histo-
ry will be taught 

in all schools and kura, Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern an-
nounced on 12th September 
while unveiling a plaque com-
memorating the New Zealand 
Wars. The prime minister said 
changes would be made to the 
national curriculum so New 
Zealand history was taught in 
primary and secondary schools.
The changes would cover the 
entire breadth of the curricu-
lum, including NCEA. 
History lessons are expected 
to include the arrival of Māori, 
early colonisation, the Treaty of 
Waitangi, immigration to New 

Zealand, and the evolving iden-
tity of the country. Aotearoa’s 
involvement in the Pacific will 
also be covered.  “With this in 
mind, it makes sense for the 
National Curriculum to make 
clear the expectation that our 
history is part of the local cur-
riculum and marau ā kura in ev-
ery school and kura.Education 
Minister Chris Hipkins said the 
Ministry of Education would 
work with historical and cur-
riculum experts, iwi and mana 
whenua, Pacific communities, 

students and ākonga, parents 
and whānau, and other groups 
with a strong interest in shaping 
how New Zealand history is tau
ght.                                   - RNZ

The battle of Ruapekapeka Pā 

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 

Auckland measles outbreak: Extra 
MMR vaccines arrive as stocks run low

An extra 52,000 dos-
es of the measles, 
mumps and rubella 
(MMR) vaccine has 

arrived in Auckland after some 
clinics temporarily ran dry.
The new stock is expected to 
make its way to GP clinics af-
ter some were forced to cancel 
appointments last week due to 
a shortage. Procare clinical di-
rector, Dr Allan Moffatt, told 
the news it's been a frantic time. 
"Even though we've prioritised 
now we've got down to really 
minimal supply for our prac-
tices and we're only prioritising 

that supply to the 12 months 
to four-year-olds." Dr Moffatt 
said the supply issues caught 
clinics by surprise and ended in 
some people not being able to 
be vaccinated. "Practices were 
left having made appointments 
to vaccinate people and then 
the supply has not actually had 
enough stock to be able to sup-
ply that so we've had to sort of 
retrench." Auckland is currently 
in the midst of a massive mea-
sles outbreak with 1064 con-
firmed cases across the region 
as of September 16.
The regional public health ser-
vice is encouraging anyone 
who needs it to get vaccinated, 
prioritising those most affected 
by the outbreak children under 
four years old and people be-
tween 15 - 29 years old who do 
not know if they received two 
doses of the vaccine.    - Newshub

Credits: Image - Newshub

Global oil prices have jumped by 
18 percent after drone attacks in 
Saudi Arabia cut off an estimat-
ed 5 percent of global demand. 
Local fuel retailers have sug-
gested pump prices here might 

rise between 5 and 10 cents a 
litre. There are 400,000 New 
Zealanders monitoring fuel 
prices in their neighbourhoods 
through the Gaspy app, which 
shares the cheapest fuel pric-

es by area. Its developer Mike 
Newton said he is expecting a 
flurry of activity when the hike 
hits. In coming weeks, Mr New-
ton advises consumers to shop 
around for the best petrol price, 
as some stations may be slower 
than others to raise prices. The 
Commerce Commission's draft 
fuel market study released last 
month concluded the lack of 
an active wholesale fuel market 
in New Zealand was one of the 
main reasons’ consumers are 
paying more for fuel than they 
should be. Its report said more 
than $10 billion worth of pet-

rol and diesel is bought at pet-
rol stations each year, and there 
are four companies that import 
fuel into the country. Three of 
those Z Energy, BP and Mo-
bile - control over 90 percent of 
the fuel supplied. Petrol is New 
Zealand's third-largest import 
commodity, behind vehicles and 
parts, and mechanical machin-
ery. Z Energy chief executive 
Mike Bennetts said whatever 
happens in international mar-
kets flows through to its prices 
here. "Our typical practice is to 
look at what happens on those 
international markets for a day 

or two because sometimes you 
can get a move up or down that 
gets reversed the next day. "We 
typically take 24-48 hours to 
see what's happening in mar-
kets and then determine what 
that means for the pump price." 
In statements, both BP and Mo-
bil said they will not speculate 
on future fuel price rises at the 
pump. Meanwhile, the Com-
merce Commission said it does 
not monitor prices in the retail 
fuel sector and "it is a question 
for each fuel company as to how 
it responds to changes affecting 
its pricing".                        - RNZ

Photo: Photo /123RF

Pump price expected to hike
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81 Station Rd,
Otahuhu
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GET FRESH

Halal Meats &
Seafood
67 Station Rd,
Otahuhu
Ph: (09) 270 8399 

GET FRESH

Direct Importers of Fresh Vegetables twice a week from Fiji

Fiji Pickles, Kuchla

Shop Today
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7
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The Fijian Minister 
of Industry, Trade & 
Tourism, Hon. Premila 
Kumar, visited Auck-

land last week for the New 
Zealand-Fiji Business Council 
(NZFBC) and Fiji-New Zea-
land Business Council (FNZ-
BC) Joint Annual Conference at 
Eden Park on 29th August. 
Co-hosted by the Presidents 
of the NZFBC Mr Chandar 
Sen and the FNZBC Mr Vinay 
Narsey, the conference received 
over 100 delegates with many 

visiting from Fiji. There were 
speakers on a variety of import-
ant topics that aff ect businesses 
across Fiji and New Zealand 
such as tax, environmental sus-
tainability and risk. The Fiji 
Trade Commission to New 
Zealand was a Silver Sponsor 
for the event and had the privi-
lege of hosting Minister Kumar 
during her visit.
A keynote speaker at the event, 
Minister Kumar highlighted the 
partnership between New Zea-
land and Fiji. 

“Our partnership is stronger 
than ever before, as the Fijian 
Government is committed to 

re-engaging and re-defi ning our 
bilateral relationship.” 
Minister Kumar continued to 
draw attention to the econom-
ic importance of the countries’ 
relationship as Fiji is New Zea-
land’s 19th biggest trading part-
ner worldwide.  
“The total two-way trade [in 

goods] between New Zealand 
and Fiji for the year ended 2018 
was NZD$690 million. Fiji 

continues to be New Zealand’s 
largest trading partner in the 
Pacifi c. The total exports from 
Fiji to New Zealand for the year 
2018 was NZD$100 million, 
whilst import was approximate-
ly NZD$590 million. New Zea-
land has been one of Fiji’s top 
fi ve import markets over the 

years.”
Minister Kumar also point-
ed out how Fiji was becoming 
more important to not only New 
Zealand businesses but regular 
Kiwis as a growingly popular 
holiday destination. 
“More Kiwis continue to visit 
Fiji every year. In 2018, Fiji re-
ceived 198,718 Kiwis. This was 
an increase of 7.7%, the highest 
number recorded in a given year. 
In the fi rst seven months of this 
year, about 5% increase in vis-
itor arrival from New Zealand 
has been recorded compared to 
the same period last year.”
Minister Kumar praised the 
Business Councils’ operations 
and role in the warm relation-
ship between New Zealand and 
Fiji.
“I believe that collaboration and 
partnership between the two 
Governments and the Business 
Councils is vital for the growth 
of trade and economic relations. 
The Business Councils can en-
sure fl ow of innovation, industry 
expertise, distribution networks 
and investment capacity.”
During her visit Minister Ku-
mar also took the opportunity 
to meet with key New Zealand 
investors and stakeholders in 
Fiji who plan on bringing new 
exciting opportunities to Fiji. 

NZFBC and FNZBC Joint Annual Conference

From Left: Fiji Trade Commission to New Zealand Marketing & Communica-
tions Offi  cer Camila Eiras, Business Advisor Daniel Corbett, Ministry of Indus-
try, Trade and Tourism Principle trade Economist Virisila Tuimanu, Minister 
for Industry, Trade and Tourism, Local Government, Housing and Community 
Development Premila Kumar, Trade & Investment Manager Peter Rudd, Intern 
Sharleen Singh.

Minister for Industry, Trade and Tourism, Local Government, Housing and Com-
munity Development Premila Kumar
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Isoof charged with 
the murder of 5 

A 62-year-old Le-
galega man who 
is a holder of per-
manent residency 
in New Zealand, 

Muhammad Raheesh Isoof has 
been charged in relation to the 
murder of the three adults and 
two children in the Nausori 
Highlands last month and has 
been further remanded in custo-
dy. Isoof has been charged with 
five counts of murder and one 
count of attempted murder.
His lawyer, Iqbal Khan applied 
for bail, however, this was re-
jected by the Nadi Magistrates 
Court. The case has been ad-
journed to the 25th of this 
month and will be heard in the 
Lautoka High Court.
The man knew the family from 

Legalega and his occupation 
has been listed as a bus driver.
The bodies of the family mem-
bers were found in the Nau-
sori Highlands on the 26th of 
August. The bodies were of a 
63-year-old carpenter, Nirmal 
Kumar, his 54-year-old wife, 
Usha Devi, their 34-year-old 
daughter, Nileshni Kajal and 
Kajal’s two daughters aged 11 
and 8 years. A 1-year-old child 
was found crawling nearby. She 
is the late Nileshni’s niece. Her 
mother lives in Australia.
Investigators had revealed that 
the findings of the postmortem 
examination were consistent 
with a substance consumed by 
all five victims.
No visible injuries were found 
on the five people.      - Fiji Village

Muhammad Raheesh Isoof

Fiji and Australian PMs play down recent barbs

Fijian economy on 
track: AG

Fiji’s prime minister 
Frank Bainimarama and 
his Australian counter-
part have talked up their 

countries’ relationship at a bilat-
eral meeting in Canberra
Just weeks after levelling fierce 
criticism at Scott Morrison, Mr 
Bainimarama also played down 
the differences between the two 
leaders. AAP reports the two 
prime ministers signed the Fi-
ji-Australia Vuvale Partnership, 
aimed at strengthening securi-
ty and economic ties. The Fiji 
leader recently accused Austra-
lia of being insulting over ne-
gotiations about climate change 
at the Pacific Islands Forum. 

He even told media that he had 
been mistaken in his earlier be-
lief that Mr Morrison was his 
friend. But, speaking in Canber-
ra, Mr Bainimarama said that 
like Mr Morrison, he was not 
afraid to speak his mind, and 
that it could help enable great-
er understanding between the 
two countries.  He said no-one 
expected that their differences 
could be resolved quickly or 
easily, but that they must nev-
er stop trying to find common 
ground. This was echoed by Mr 
Morrison who said Australia’s 
relationship with Fiji was a long 
running and close one which 
would endure. Pac News re-

ports that Mr Bainimarama was 
given a ceremonial welcome at 
Parliament House, and deliv-
ered a speech at the Australian 
War Memorial. 
“Mr Bainnmaram sade today we 
took the Fiji-Australia relation-
ship to historic heights as Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison and I 
signed on to the Vuvale Part-
nership,”  “The bond of fami-
ly forged between our nations 
paves the way to new levels of 
understanding and commitment 
today and for generations to 
come.”
It is expected that Mr Morrison 
will make an official visit to Fiji 
by January next year.         - RNZ

The Fijian economy is on track 
for another year of growth but 
can be affected by some external 

global factors beyond our con-
trol. Economy Minister Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum says the trade 

war between the United States 
of America and China will defi-
nitely have an impact on the 
economy. Sayed-Khaiyum says 
while the Fijian economy will 
be affected by the trade war, the 
situation shouldn’t be taken out 
of context to spread misinfor-
mation that the economy is not 
doing well. “The 25 percent tar-
iff being imposed by the USA on 
Chinese products and then Chi-
na retaliating and USA saying 
if they retaliate any more then 
they will put five percent more 
of tariff. It does have an impact 
on overall global confidence.”  
Sayed-Khaiyum says as of now, 
the economy has been progress-
ing as predicted.  “As of today 
14th September, our liquidity 
stood at 640 million dollars and 
foreign reserves stands at 2.2 
billion dollars. So in that respect 
we are doing well.” The Inter-
national Monetary Fund and 
World Bank had earlier predict-
ed a general slowing down of 
the global economy, but this is 
expected to further downgrade 
due to global issues.         - FBC

Scott Morrison and Frank Bainimarama in Fiji          Photo: Twitter/ Scott Morrisonf

Economy Minister Aiyaz Sayed-Khaiyum on right

Cigarette prices will 
increase from the 
1st of next month

Cigarette smokers will 
have to pay more soon 
as prices will increase 
from the 1st of Octo-

ber. British American Tobacco 
Fiji says the price increases are 
a result of an increase in the 
cost of manufacturing. 
The company says the revised 
price list is only a recommen-
dation and retailers are free to 

sell at prices below the spec-
ified prices. BH Filter 10s and 
Rothmans 10s will cost $7.90, 
Pall Mall 10s will cost $7.50, 
while BH Ice Burst and Zesty 
Burst 10s will now cost $8.70, 
BH Ice Burst, Zesty Burst and 
Supercool Burst 20s will cost 
smokers $17.20 while BH Fil-
ter and Smooth 20s will cost 
$15.80.                      - Fiji Village

Photo: Twitter/ Scott Morrisonf
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Highlands Tragedy: The Broken Father

Salvin Singh looks up, 
mumbles something and 
then keeps quiet. He 
does not have any men-

tal health problem which makes 
him do that. But, the reason why 
he does it is because of the love 
and never-ending memories 
he has for his two daughters. 
Whenever he does that, he com-
municates spiritually with his 
daughters, asks them how they 
are and tells them to take care 

until they meet again.
The bodies of his daughters 
Sanah, 11, and Samarah, 8, 
were found in the Nausori 
Highlands on August 26. His 
ex-wife, Nileshni Kajal, 34, and 
former in-laws Nirmal Kumar, 
63, and Usha Kumar, 54, of Le-
galega in Nadi were also found 
dead beside them. A post-mor-
tem examination that was car-
ried out revealed that they had 
ingested some chemical which 

caused their deaths.  Police are 
awaiting the result of further 
tests to ascertain which chem-
ical caused the deaths of the 
five people. In an interview at 
his family home in Tomuka, 
Lautoka on Tuesday, Mr Singh 
said: “My two children were 
my life. They are not here with 
me today but I just look up at 
the skies and say a few words 
to them. They are always in my 
mind and heart. “The last time I 
saw them and my ex-wife was 
on August 24 when I went for 
my usual Saturday meeting with 
my children,” he said. 
“I was supposed to attend a 
family function during the day 
on Saturday but I left that and 
went to see my daughters be-
cause they were everything to 
me.
“As usual, I did their shopping 
and took them around before I 
dropped them in Legalega lat-
er in the day.” Mr Singh lived 
at his in-laws’ place for seven 
years after marriage, during 
which period he witnessed them 
practising witchcraft, some-
thing which he claims led to 
him separating from Nileshni. 
The court gave him custody of 
his daughters from 8 am to 5 pm 
on Saturdays and Sundays. 
He visited them every Saturday 

and spent time with them and 
their mother. He last commu-
nicated with his daughters at 
about 10 pm on August 24 when 
they wished him goodnight on 

Viber, which was their normal 
mode of communication. 
Mr Singh said he celebrated 
Sanah’s birthday in her school 
on August 1 and invited stu-
dents and teachers from other 
classes too to celebrate. 
Samarah’s birthday was on 
August 31, the day the funer-
als were held for the Nausori 
Highlands tragedy victims. “I 
had bought a house in Lautoka 
for my daughters. But since I 
was living alone, I sold it and 
bought a car for one daughter 
and a taxi for the other, which 
are in their name. “I was look-

ing at their short term happiness 
because I already had long term 
plans to keep them happy,” he 
said. “The registration plate of 
the car has Sana’s name and 

I went to the Land Transport 
Authority to change it but they 
told me to wait for a few weeks 
before it can be done. “I’ve also 
thrown away my mobile phone 
and wallet because I had their 
photos in it and it just hurts me 
seeing their photos because they 
were my everything and they 
have gone far from me.
“I haven’t closed my Facebook 
account because it was all about 
my daughters. It’s where I have 
saved their photos and they will 
always remain there, forever. 
I’ve just shut myself out from 
social media.”                - Fiji Sun

Happier times. Salvin Singh with his two daughters Sanah, 11, and Samarah, 8

Nirmal Kumar, and his wife Usha Devi, and Nileshni Kajal, with daughters.

Not Safe At Night, Says Fiji National 
University Nasinu Campus Students

It is not safe at night say Fiji 
National University Nasinu 
campus students.

Students say the bus stops are 
quite risky at night as there have 
been incidents where phones 
and bags have been snatched.
First-year student Alumita Qer-
emaitoga said a friend of hers 
had her phone snatched at the 
bus stop at night.
“I don’t think it is safe at night 
because, there are not many peo-
ple around at night and there is 
not enough lighting,” she said.
Ulamila Biudole and Losalini 
Raluve also said that they have 
heard of such stories and they 

felt scared when walking alone.

Shayal Shivani said she avoid-
ed the bus stop situated close 
to Delainamasi Government 
School.
“I totally avoid that bus stop, the 
one near the primary school. It 
is isolated and scary. Also the 
one at the top, I rarely go there 
alone,” she said.
Ajnesh Chand said although he 
had not personally experienced 
anything, he was wary at night.
Timoci Togei who lives directly 
opposite the FNU campus said 
it shocked him to hear that there 
were mugging incidents in the 
area.

“I have been here for more than 
25 years and in this time there 
has not been a serious crime in 
the area,” he said.
Meanwhile, a social media 
post claimed that on Monday, 
September 9, a young woman 
studying at the university in 
Nasinu was chased by a group 
of men at Nasinu and was sex-
ually abused. The writer of the 
post claimed they had rescued 
the woman from the traffic 
lights at Kinoya.
Police spokesperson Ana Naiso-
ro said no such report has been 
received at the Valelevu Police 
Station since September 7.
   - FijiSun

A bus stop outside the Fiji National University Nasinu campus

Amenoni Nasilasila Appears

The only defence wit-
ness in the rape trial 
of Amenoni Nasilasila 
stated the victim had 

told him she consented to the 
pair having sexual intercourse.
In the second day of the trial, 
former Fiji 7’s Captain Isake 
Katonibau took the stand at the 
Lautoka High Court as a de-
fence witness after the accused 
exercised his right to remain 
silent. While testifying in court, 
Katonibau stated he only knew 
about Amenoni Nasilasila be-
ing arrested after his driver told 
him. He said after receiving the 
news, he decided to visit Nasi-
lasila at the Sigatoka Police Sta-
tion and spoke to him, encour-
aging him to be strong and let 
the truth prevail.
Katonibau told the court that af-
ter the visit he decided to have 
lunch in Sigatoka Town where 
his driver suggested a restaurant 
where they met the complainant 
who was with her cousins. Ac-
cording to Katonibau, when he 

met the victim he asked if she 
had consented to the act, to 
which she replied yes.
He says the complainant then 
suggested that they go back 
to the Police Station and she 
would withdraw the charge.
He says he took her to the police 
station but the police refused to 
withdraw the charge.
The Prosecution then asked 
Katonibau whether it was a co-
incidence he met the victim at 
the restaurant or did he call the 
victim. Katonibau replied that 
he did not call her to meet at 
the restaurant.The Prosecution 
then asked Katonibau if he had 
called the victim to the restau-
rant to pressure her into with-
drawing the charge to which 
Katonibau replied no. 26-year-
old Nasilasila is alleged to have 
raped the 24-year-old woman in 
Olosara, Sigatoka on December 
22nd last year. The two coun-
sels have also given their clos-
ing submissions and the judge 
will sum up the case.  - FBCNews

Defence witness in Nasilasila rape trial 
claims the victim consented to the act
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Wishing you a

With sincere greetings and best wishes 
to all our friends from Fiji and their 
families on Fiji Independence Day.

Authorised by Priyanca Radhakrishnan, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Contact the Labour Ethnic Communities Team
64 9 622 2557
ethnic_communities_labour@parliament.govt.nz
Level 1, Crighton House, 100 Neilson Street, 
Onehunga, Auckland 1061
www.labour.org.nz

Left to right:
Hon. Jenny Salesa, MP for Manukau East 
and Minister for Ethnic Communities, 
Priyanca Radhakrishnan, List MP based in Maungakiekie and 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Minister for Ethnic Communities 

Happy Fiji Day 2019

Manager of Trade & Investment, NZ

Bula and Greetings to 
all, On behalf of the 
Fiji Trade Commis-
sion to New Zealand, 

I would like to wish all Fijians 
and readers of the NZ Fiji Times 
a happy Fiji Day on the 10th 
October.  Since the opening of 
our inaugural offi  ce a year and 
a half ago I have met with many 
Fijian businesses and investors 
who are so proud of Fiji and I 
hope that I will have the oppor-
tunity to meet more of you over 
the next coming year.  We aim 
to contribute to Fiji’s econom-
ic prosperity by assisting Fijian 
businesses to tap into market 
access opportunities in the New 
Zealand market, attracting high 
quality foreign investment into 
Fiji, and promoting diaspora 
trade and investment in Fiji. 

With two-way trade between 
New Zealand and Fiji reach-
ing over $1 billion in 2018, 
Fiji has fortifi ed its position as 
New Zealand’s premier trading 
partner in the Pacifi c.  Since the 
opening of the offi  ce, we have 
found more and more New Zea-
landers are growing interested 
in what Fiji has to off er. With 
over 200,000 New Zealanders 
visiting Fiji within the last 12 
months and more people no-
ticing Fiji’s numerous oppor-
tunities,  we can confi dentially 
state that the relationship be-
tween the two countries is at an 
all-time high.  Finally, I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
remind Fijians how proud they 
should be of Fiji, enjoy this up-
coming holiday and I wish you 
and your families the best. 

Peter Rudd

"It will also provide the for-
eign worker with more as-
surance about the employ-
er they are coming to work 

for and the job they are coming 
to do."  The new rules follow 
almost 1000 submissions on the 
proposed changes to employ-
er-assisted temporary work visa 
settings, earlier this year. The 
changes mean there will only be 
one type of employer-assisted 
temporary work visa, the Tem-
porary Work Visa, which for-
eign workers can apply for. 
It replaces the six work visa 
categories currently in place, 
including the Long-Term Skills 
Shortage visa, and the Talent 
Work to Residence visa. The 
new system would be more 
streamlined, removing much of 
the complexity. "Together, these 
changes represent a signifi cant 
shift in the way our temporary 
work visa system operates," 
Lees-Galloway said. He added 
that it would make the process 
of hiring a foreign worker easi-
er and more straightforward. "It 
will also provide more certain-

ty for employers due to upfront 
checks, while also increasing 
expectations on employers to 
train and employ more New 
Zealanders." The new visa sys-
tem will require all employers 
to be accredited and will give 
employers more certainty about 
their ability to hire a foreign 
worker earlier in the application 
process. 
Lees-Galloway said this would 
help regional businesses fi nd 
workers, while also ensuring 
that New Zealanders receive 
training to fi ll gaps in the labour 
market. 
"It will also provide the foreign 
worker with more assurance 
about the employer they are 
coming to work for and the job 
they are coming to do. "What 
are the changes? 
-Replacing six current employ-
er-assisted work visa categories 
with one new visa called the 
Temporary Work Visa -Intro-
ducing a new employer-led visa 
application process that will in-
volve three stages: the employ-
er check; the job check; and 

the worker check -Linking visa 
conditions directly to pay by re-
placing existing skill bands with 
a simple remuneration threshold 
aligned to the median wage -
For higher-paid jobs, replacing 
the current set of skills short-
age lists with lists for cities and 
open access for regions -
Strengthening the labour mar-
ket test for lower-paid jobs and 
removing it altogether for high-
ly paid jobs in rural regions
-Increasing the remuneration 
threshold for the Work to Resi-
dence – Talent (Accredited Em-
ployer) visa category, as a tran-
sitional measure until this visa 
is closed -Reinstating the ability 
for lower-paid workers to bring 
their families to New Zealand
-Introducing sector agreements 
to support facilitated access to 
foreign workers in exchange for 
progress towards longer-term 
labour market improvements 
that place more New Zealand-
ers into jobs in the sector and 
reduce the sector's reliance on 
temporary foreign workers.
           -  NZ Herald

Government unveils new work 
visa rules including reinstating 
ability for lower-paid workers to 
bring in families     Continue Page 1...
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Game of Thrones spin-off based on House 
Targaryen reportedly in the works

A prequel to Game 
of Thrones has just 
wrapped filming, but 
HBO is reportedly 

planning another spin-off, and 
it’s going to make fans very 
happy. First piece of good news; 
you can expect a lot of dragon 
action. Deadline reports HBO is 
close to giving a pilot order to 
another GoT prequel, which is 
set 300 years before the events 
of the hit fantasy series and is 

set to focus on the rise and fall 
of House Targaryen. It is based 
on the book Fire & Blood, 
written by GoT author George 
R.R. Martin, who is also on-
board to produce the project, 
the website claimed. Another 
unnamed prequel, which is 
set tens of thousands of years 
before the events of GoT and 
chronicles the beginning of the 
White Walkers, has just finished 
shooting a pilot in Italy. Written 
by Jade Goldman, it stars 
Australian actor Naomi Watts in 
the lead role as a “socialite with 
a dark secret”. 
If it is greenlit  which it no doubt 
will be  the series is expected to 
drop sometime next year. 
But news of this new prequel 
will be particularly exciting 
for fans, given it’s not too far 
removed from the characters we 
have come to know and love. 
Game of Thrones, which is 
available to stream on Foxtel, 
touched on the fascinating 
history of House Targaryen, but 
by the end of the show, which 
aired its eighth and final season 
in May, it had almost died out. 

The new series will explore the 
height of the Targaryens’ power 
after Jon Snow and Daenerys’ 
ancestor, Aegon the Conqueror, 
invaded Westeros with his 
dragons and united it under the 
Iron Throne, becoming the first 
Lord of the Seven Kingdoms.
 “We have had five different 
Game of Thrones successor 
shows in development at HBO, 
and three of them are still 
moving forward nicely,” he 
wrote on his blog. “Two other 
shows remain in the script stage 
but are edging closer. 
“What are they about? I cannot 
say. But maybe some of you 
should pick up a copy of Fire & 
Blood and come up with your 
own theories.” 
HBO has not confirmed any 
details about the Targaryen spin-
off. Fire & Blood, a companion 
to Martin’s A Song of Ice and 
Fire series, went on sale in 
November last year. Fans have 
been poring over every detail. 
One excerpt reveals Silverwing, 
the dragon belonging to 
Daenerys’s ancestor Queen 
Alysanne, refuses to cross the 

Wall. The narrative, told from 
the perspective of Archmaester 
Gyldayn, reads: “Thrice I flew 
Silverwing high above Castle 
Black, and thrice I tried to take 
her north beyond the Wall,’ 
Alysanne wrote to (King) 
Jaehaerys, ‘but every time she 
veered back south again and 
refused to go. 
Never before has she refused to 
take me where I wished to go. 
I laughed about it when I came 
down again, 
so the black brothers would 
not realise anything was amiss, 
but it troubled me then and it 
troubles me still.” This links 
with the theory the dragons has 
certain gifts when it comes to 
sensing good and evil, hinting 
at a looming threat. “If you 
read Fire & Blood, you’ll 
know there’s definitely a bond 
between the dragons and their 
riders and the dragons will not 
accept just any rider,” Martin 
said. “Some people try to take 
a dragon wind up being eaten or 
burned to death instead, so the 
dragons are terribly fussy about 
who rides them.”    - news.com.au

Jon Snow and Daenerys Targaryen. 

Adele Officially Files 
for  Divorce From Si-
mon Konecki

The 31-year-old British 
singer filed for divorce 
from Simon Konecki 
on Thursday, E! News 

can confirm. In April 2019, a 
rep for Adele announced she 
and her partner of at least eight 
years had gone their separate 
ways. Referencing Adele and 
Simon’s 6-year-old son Ange-
lo, the statement read in part, 
“They are committed to raising 
their son together lovingly.” 
“This is 31...thank f--king god,” 
Adele wrote on Instagram. “30 
tried me so hard but I’m owning 
it and trying my hardest to lean 
in to it all.”  She continued, “No 
matter how long we’re here for 
life is constant and complicated 
at times. I’ve changed drastical-
ly in the last couple years and 
I’m still changing and that’s 
okay. 31 is going to be a big ol’ 
year and I’m going to spend it 
all on myself.”             - Huffspot

Simon Konecki and Adele. 

The last quarter, like all 
phases of Hindi cine-
ma, has been quite il-
luminating. However, 

capriciousness seems to have 
set in along with the omnipres-
ent quest for variety. The first 
release in this June to August 
phase was the mega-budget 
Bharat, a Salman Khan-Eid 
vehicle. The treatment was 
long-winded and convoluted, 
and yet emotionally deficient, 
and therefore the audience was 
not all that enamoured, though 
unlike the last two Salman-Eid 
films, Tubelight and Race 3, 
the film was not a substandard 
product. Varun Dhawan, Kartik 
Aaryan and others visit T-series 
pandal for Ganpati darshanPC 
of the song Teri Meri Kahani 
from film Happy Hardy and 
Heer with Himesh and Ranu 
MondalNandita Das, Gul Pa-

nag & Tisca Chopra launch the 
flagship store of Shades of Indi-
aShamita Shetty visits Andheri 
Cha Raja for darshanScreening 
of movie Dream Girl with many 
celebsStar studded screening of 
film Section 375Arjun Rampal 
with daughter Mahika Rampal 
spotted at BandraJanhvi Kapoor 
spotted at Khar gym. 
So the audience did patron-
ize the film (Salman’s weakest 
movie is sure to garner a min-
imum Rs. 125 crore now). But 
the net(t) result was that it just 
made it to the right side of the 
flop-hit barrier despite its In-
dia collection of Rs. 209 crore, 
thanks to the high production 
and publicity-and-advertising 
cost of this star-studded extrav-
aganza.
And that’s where we come to the 
“open secret” that was yet again 
unraveled in June 2019 that the 

budget must be on a leash vis-
à-vis the prospects of the mov-
ie. Within two weeks, this was 
proved in converse fashion by 
the fate of another film, Kabir 
Singh, that was very sensibly 
budgeted given the track-record 
of its hero Shahid Kapoor and 
its non-star heroine Kiara Ad-
vani. This remake of the South 
hit Arjun Reddy struck an ex-
traordinary chord with the peo-
ple, and its relatively shoestring 
budget of Rs. 40 crore gave it a 
blockbuster status when its col-
lection crossed Rs. 278 crore! 
Compared to the collection of 
Ayushmann Khurrana’s past 
two films, Article 15 only made 
a tepid Rs. 63 crore at the Indian 
box-office. 
Two things, however, helped it 
acquire the reputation of a “hit” 
(though logistically, it was only 
a success) its low budget of Rs. 
30 crore, and its critical and 
audience branding as a strong-
themed well-made film. At the 
tail-end of the quarter, we sim-
ilarly got a huge hit in Mission 
Mangal, Akshay Kumar’s 11th 
consecutive success as a lead-
ing man and seventh 100-crore 
grosser (Pad Man missed out 
here) since 2016. The high on 
entertainment film with a pa-
triotic theme on our triumphant 
and female-centric mission to 
Mars, released on August 15, 
and benefitted even more from 
its tight budget of as per a Fox 
Star Studios spokesman just un-
der Rs. 50 crore. 
Not only was it Akshay’s high-

est opener, but it will flow past 
the Rs. 200 crore mark, making 
it his highest solo grosser ever. 
By comparison, its co-release, 
Batla House, collecting, as of 
now, less than Rs. 100 crore on 
a similar budget, 
just fares past the plus mark, 
like July’s only success, Super 
30, which had a higher budget 
(Rs. 70 crore). All the collection 
figures above, of course, are in-
dependent of all other revenue 
sources various rights and ove 
seas collections and are thus 
indicators of the Indian theatri-
cal response to these movies. In 

normal circumstances, the Indi-
an box-office works out to about 
80 percent of worldwide theatri-
cal incomes. 
The three-month phase has 
ended with the trilingual Saa-
ho, which is budgeted at an as-
tounding Rs. 350 crore, which 
will make breaking even a diffi-
cult task, as per reports from the 
South. The Hindi version, unex-
pectedly, is said to have crossed 
over Rs 120 cr. nett already, 
apparently on the pulling-pow-
er of Prabhas! This emotionless 
surfeit-with-action-and-VFX 
package might sail through as 

it has done quite well overseas, 
and on the non-theatrical reve-
nues, though there are estimates 
that predict that the distributors 
might lose only about Rs. 75 
crore (!!!) overall for its three 
versions! And so, as Bharat, 
Kabir Singh and Saaho conclu-
sively prove, the audience has 
become decidedly more capri-
cious.  What is absolutely clear 
amidst all this is the clear-cut 
rejection of dismal cinematic 
experiences the indescribably 
poor Malaal  and Jhootha Ka-
hin Ka, the atrocious Khandaani 
Shafakhaana and Arjun Patiala, 
the senseless Jabariya Jodi and 
the weirdly executed Judge-
mentall Hai Kya. Admittedly 
none of these films had a power-
ful star draw or any other clout 
like a hit song or soundtrack, 
but in a scenario where the only 
extraordinary blend of content 
and entertainment was Mission 
Mangal, the cost of production 
has suddenly assumed greater 
importance than ever before. 
Spend, not splurge, seems to be 
the operative mantra now. And 
leave the rest to an audience 
that is now capable of appreci-
ating anything from the non-star 
movie to the superstar-driven 
mega-budget extravaganza for 
reasons intrinsic to the film but 
not known prior to release.
                      -  Bollywoodhungama

Reality Check: It’s all about the budget

Picture - Bollywood Hungama

Picture - Bollywood Hungama
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Shraddha Kapoor Opens Up 
on Suffering from Anxiety

If Tiger Shroff hadn’t done War, I may 
have scrapped the film: Siddharth Anand

Over the last few years, 
the taboo of talking 
about mental illness 
has somewhat lifted. 

In Bollywood, Deepika Padu-
kone made a breakthrough 
when she came out in the open 
about her depression struggles. 
Ever since, other B-Town ce-
lebrities have also found it easy 
to speak out about their own 
issues. Recently, Chhichhore 
actress Shraddha Kapoor too 
made a revelation about suf-
fering from anxiety, and how 
she has been dealing with it. 
Read on. Speaking to Pinkvilla, 
Shraddha Kapoor opened about 

her anxiety struggles. She said, 
“I didn’t even know what anxi-
ety was. We didn’t know it since 
a very long time. It was just af-
ter Aashiqui where I had these 
physical manifestations of anxi-
ety. There’s this pain happening 
where there was no physiologi-
cal diagnosis. We got so many 
tests done but there was nothing 
wrong with me in the doctor’s 
report. It’s bizarre because I 
kept thinking why I was getting 
that pain. Then I kept asking 
myself why that is happening.” 
She further added, “Today, it’s 
something that I still deal with, 
but it has become so much bet-
ter than what it was. 
Also, somewhere you must em-
brace it. You must accept it as 
part of yourself and approach 
it with a lot of love. That made 
a big diff erence. Whether you 
have anxiety or not, you always 
need to understand who you are 
or what you stand for.” Shrad-
dha Kapoor has had a fantas-
tic year with her two movies, 
Chhichhore and Saaho, doing 
very well at the box offi  ce. The 
actress is gearing up for the 
release of her next fi lm, Street 
Dancer 3D, which is sched-
uled for release early next year. 
She will soon start shooting for 
Baaghi 3, starring opposite Ti-
ger Shroff .           -  hindustantimes

War director Sid-
dharth Anand 
revealed that he 
would have made 

the fi lm had Tiger Shroff  re-
fused to be a part of the project. 
iddharth Anand says despite 
having Bollywood star Hrithik 
Roshan on board in his upcom-
ing action drama War, he would 
not have moved ahead with the 
project had Tiger Shroff  said 
no to the fi lm. War chronicles 
the story of an Indian soldier, 
Khalid (Tiger), who is assigned 
to eliminate a senior agent and 
his mentor Kabir (Hrithik) as he 
has gone rogue. Siddharth, who 
worked with Hrithik for their 
2014 action fi lm Bang Bang!, 
said he wrote the two lead parts 
keeping in mind the two actors.
“The fi rst choice was Hrithik 
because we share a great equa-
tion. Post Bang Bang!, I’ve 
been writing something for him. 
Fortunately for me, he loved the 
script. I knew, if Hrithik is in the 
fi lm, the protege can be no one 
else but Tiger,” Siddharth told 
PTI. “If Tiger hadn’t done the 
fi lm, it would be tough for me 
to make this fi lm. 
I may have just scrapped the 
idea to rewrite something else. 
There is nobody who could 
replace Tiger in the fi lm,” he 
added. Siddharth said the idea 

of War came to him post Bang 
Bang! when he was travelling. 
He picked up a habit which 
he didn’t have earlier, reading 
books. “During 2015-2016, I 
travelled a lot and was intrigued 
by the genre of spy thrillers 
and I picked up a lot of books 
of top novelists. The idea of the 
fi lm came from there. It opened 
my imagination to confl icts, 
characterisation, drama and 
plot points. The fi lm’s screen-
play, written by Siddharth and 
Shridhar Raghavan, was a tough 
one to crack”, he said. “The 
challenge was to showcase ele-
ments which don’t give a feel-
ing of deja vu. It’s important for 
a thriller because you just have 
that many plot points left. We 
knew we have the top stars of 
the country, great visuals and 

songs. So what mattered was 
what’s on paper.” War is tout-
ed as one of the biggest action 
fi lms of recent times in Bolly-
wood and Siddharth said when 
he sat down to visualise the set 
pieces, he realised the job can-
not be done by only one action 
director. “It was important to 
identify key action sequenc-
es and bring in diff erent action 
directors and make it their re-
sponsibility. We brought in four 
action directors and gave them 
four set pieces. “So they could 
push themselves and bring in 
their take. Which was also kind 
of competitive because they 
knew someone else is doing the 
other job. War, which also fea-
tures Vaani Kapoor in a pivotal 
role, is scheduled to release on 
October 2.                -  Indiatoday

Picture - Bollywood Hungama

Picture - Bollywood Hungama
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South Africa offers 'profuse' apologies to Nigeria after attacks

A South African envoy 
to President Cyril Ra-
maphosa apologised 
"profusely" to the Ni-

gerian government after a spate 
of deadly xenophobic attacks 
that rocked Johannesburg and 
Pretoria. 
Jeff Radebe was in Nigeria's 
capital, Abuja, to attend a meet-
ing to convey "sincerest apolo-
gies about the incident that has 
recently transpired in South 

Africa". "The incident does not 
represent what we stand for," 
Radebe said, adding South Af-
rican police would 
"leave no stone unturned, that 
those involved must be brought 
to book". 
The Nigerian government said 
in a statement following the 
meeting: "President [Muham-
madu] Buhari responded to pro-
fuse apologies from the South 
African president, pledging that 

relationship between the two 
countries will be solidified." 
Foreign workers in South Afri-
ca - the continent's second-larg-
est economy after Nigeria - are 
often victims of anti-immigrant 
sentiment in a nation where al-
most one-third of people are un-
employed.  
At least 12 people were killed 
in recent weeks after 1,000 for-
eign-owned business were tar-
geted.                    - AljazeeraNigeria has repatriated more than 600 nationals to protect from any future attacks 

The battle for Hong 
Kong has entered a 
dangerous new phase 
as protesters pass the 

point of no return and begin 
the battle for their very lives. 
The Battle for Hong Kong 
is just beginning. It's no lon-
ger about extradition. It's not 
about puppet politicians. Hong 
Kong's protests have entered a 
new phase. And pro-democra-
cy demonstrators are resigned 
to a defiant, hopeless last stand 
against Chairman Xi's over-
whelming Communist China. 
It was doomed to fail from the 
start. Hong Kong was occupied 
by Britain in 1841 and used as 
a base of operations in its war 
against China. It was ceded to 
the Empire in 1842 by treaty 
to become a permanent mili-
tary outpost. Over the next 150 
years, it grew into an economic 
hub — and a colony of Western 
democracy in the heart of Asia. 
But Britain washed its hands of 
the cultural flashpoint it creat-
ed when it handed Hong Kong 
back to China in 1997.  
A transition agreement known 
as "one country, two systems" 

served only to put the inevitable 
day off.  The island city would 
keep many of the democratic 
freedoms and institutions not al-
lowed on the communist main-
land — but only until 2047, 
when its integration would 
be made complete.  To Hong 
Kong's youth, that day no lon-
ger seems so far away. 
What began as a peaceful pro-
test over moves to deport Hong 
Kong citizens to mainland China 
for trial has now escalated into a 
clash between liberal democrat-
ic and authoritarian communist 
values. The extradition bill has 
been withdrawn. The protesters, 
however, remain.  
"Reclaim Hong Kong! Revolu-
tion of our time!" demonstrators 
chanted. Pro-democracy poli-
tician Raymond Chan sums up 
the grim sentiment:  
"If we lose, it may be the end 
of Hong Kong as we know it." 
Three months after the protests 
began, it's the start of the new 
school year. University students 
and workers are on strike. Some 
High School students have tak-
en to wearing masks and sing-
ing protest songs in solidarity 

with the protests.  
They know it's their future 
which is at stake. "Stop trying 
the patience of the central gov-
ernment," the paper warned. 
"Hong Kong is an inseparable 
part of China — and that is the 
bottom line no one should chal-
lenge, not the demonstrators, 
not the foreign forces playing 
their dirty games."  Chinese 
state media has begun dehu-
manising demonstrators, call-
ing them "less than human" and 
"cockroaches".  
Now, Hong Kong's police force 
is taking up the chant. Offi-
cers have been videoed yelling 
"Cockroaches, shut up!". One 
Police Officers Association de-
nounced protesters as "no dif-
ferent from cockroaches". And, 
state-controlled media insists, 
it's not even the protester's fault.  
"The demonstrations in Hong 
Kong are not about rights or 
democracy. They are a result of 
foreign interference. Lest the 
central government's restraint 
be misconstrued as weakness, 
let it be clear secessionism in 
any form will be crushed," the 
China Daily warns.      - Nz Herald

Protesters occupy the arrival hall of the Hong Kong International Airport during a demonstration. photo / the west australian

Hong Kong Protests: 
Protester's 'hopeless' 
last stand has begun

U.K. Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson 
denies lying to the 
queen over Brexit

British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson denied 
lying to Queen Eliza-
beth II as he continues 

to face pressure over his deci-
sion to suspend Parliament in 
the midst of the ongoing Brexit 
crisis. 
Johnson suspended Parliament 
until mid-October, something 
he claims is necessary to pre-
pare for a new parliamentary 
session and a new legislative 
agenda. 
Because of an archaic quirk of 
Britain's constitutional mon-
archy, to do this he needed to 
ask for the queen's permission 
and explain his reasons for the 
suspension  the longest since 
World War II. 
The highest civil court in Scot-
land ruled that this advice and 
the suspension were unlawful 
because they were clearly de-
signed to "stymie parliamenta-
ry scrutiny" of the government. 
Asked in an interview, 
"Did you lie to the queen when 
you asked her to [suspend] Par-
liament?" Johnson said, "Abso-
lutely not." The comments put 
the prime minister at odds with 
three senior judges at Scotland's 
Court of Session, where the case 
was heard. The court ruled that 

the true motive for suspending 
Parliament was not, 
as Johnson told the queen, to 
pave the way for new legis-
lation, but in fact designed to 
stop lawmakers scrutinizing his 
Brexit plans, 
which include the possibility of 
a highly controversial "no deal" 
scenario where the U.K. leaves 
with no divorce agreement. 
"This was an egregious case of 
a clear failure to comply with 
generally accepted standards 
of behaviour of public authori-
ties," 
the court's summary said. John-
son says he wants to negotiate 
a new Brexit deal with Europe 
but claims he will be willing to 
leave without a deal on October 
31 if necessary. 

This is despite the government's 
own worst-case-scenario fore-
cast  which it was forced to 
publish  saying it could bring 
economic pain, civil unrest and 
shortages of food.  

The legal cases have been 
launched by those determined 
to stop the prime minister con-
tinue with what they see as a 
reckless course of action.
           -  Nbcnews

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson and Queen Elizabeth II. Photo / Nbcnews
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Saudi pipelines, oil in-
stallations and tankers 
have occasionally been 
attacked over the past 

two years, but analysts say what 
happened in eastern Saudi Ara-
bia on 14 September 2019 is a 
much larger escalation: a hit to 
the jugular of the kingdom’s oil 
industry. At 3.31am and 3.42am 
on 14 September 2019, loud 
explosions erupted at Khurais 
oilfi eld and Abqaiq processing 
facility, both owned by Saudi 
Aramco, the country’s state-
owned oil company, often de-
scribed as the kingdom’s crown 
jewel. Who was responsible?
Drone attacks on two major 
Saudi Arabia oil facilities could 
have a long-term negative ef-
fect on economy, according to a 
leading economist. Houthi reb-
els in Yemen - who have been 

fi ghting Saudi-backed Govern-
ment forces - have taken re-
sponsibility for the attacks in the 
weekend, but a Saudi-led coali-
tion said Iranian weapons were 
used. The attacks cut the Saudi 
facilities' output by 5.7 million 
barrels of oil per day. Why is 
this attack such a big deal? 
Abqaiq is the world’s largest oil 
processing facility, where about 
two-thirds of the total Saudi 
supply is refi ned and cleaned of 
impurities such as sulphur and 
sand. “This is the heart of Sau-
di Arabia’s oil infrastructure,” 
said Homayoun Falakshahi, 
an oil and gas equity analyst 
at Kpler, a Paris-based ener-
gy data fi rm. A facility of such 
importance was supposed to be 
insulated from the wider insta-
bility of the Middle East. “Be-
cause of its importance it is very 

well protected, under extremely 
high security measures,” Falak-
shahi said. The fact that it can 
be severely disrupted is a sign 
that the world’s energy infra-
structure is more vulnerable 
than previously believed, and 
considered a legitimate target. 
What has been the impact on oil 
prices? News of the attacks jolt-
ed the fi nancial markets, send-
ing the oil price soaring. The 
price of a barrel of Brent crude 
surged by 20% early on Mon-
day to nearly $72 (£58, up from 
$60 per barrel). That’s a huge 
jump – the biggest move since 
the contract was created in the 
1980s. It then dropped back to 
about $66 per barrel after Don-
ald Trump pledged to release 
some of America’s oil reserves, 
to make up the shortfall from 
Saudi Arabia. That’s a two-
month high, up 10% compared 
with Friday night. Economists 
believe the oil price could rise 
higher if Aramco cannot bring 
supplies back online quickly, or 
if there is military action in the 
Gulf. Higher oil prices can drag 
on global growth. It pushes up 
transport costs and the prices of 
petroleum-based products. 
This fuels infl ation, leaving 
consumers with less disposable 
income.                   - Theguardian

Saudi Aramco’s suff ered signifi cant damage in an attack. Saudi Aramco

Saudi Arabia oil attacks

What would you do 
if you suddenly 
discovered you 
were not consid-

ered a citizen of the country 
where your family had lived 
for generations? Nearly 2 mil-
lion people in India's northeast 
Assam have been left off  a 
massive list of Indian citizens 
in the state this weekend. Pub-
lished Saturday, the controver-
sial new National Register of 
Citizens (NRC) excludes 1.9 
million of the state's population 
of 33 million. The register's 
supporters say it will help root 
out undocumented Bangladeshi 
immigrants, but critics fear it 
will lead to the deportation of 
Assam's hundreds of thousands 
of Bengali-speaking Muslims, 
with claims to legal residen-
cy. There are also concerns 
that the register will be used 
to justify religious discrimi-
nation against Muslims in the 
state. Since 2015, all residents 
of Assam have had to prove 
with documentary evidence 
that they or their relatives were 
living in the state before March 
24, 1971 -- the day preceding 

the Bangladesh Liberation War 
-- to be considered eligible for 
Indian citizenship. Assam is the 
only state in India to have a cit-
izenship register. It was created 
in 1951 to distinguish Indian 
citizens from undocumented 
migrants from what used to be 
East Pakistan, a territory that 
became Bangladesh in 1971. 
An updated NRC was ordered 
by the Supreme Court in 2013 
and the process began in 2015. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said in January: "I am here to 
assure everyone that no Indian 
citizen will be left out of the 
NRC. This is my assurance." It 
is unclear what will happen to 
those who are left off  the citi-
zenship list, which was com-
piled by approving residents' 
ancestry documents. But offi  -
cials' comments have done lit-
tle to allay residents' fears.  Yet 
those who don't make the reg-
ister have 120 days to appeal 
at what have ironically been 
called Foreigner Tribunals, set 
up to assess their citizenship 
status. The government has said 
legal aid would be provided for 
those who need it                  -  Cnn

1.9 million excluded 
from Indian citizenship 
list in Assam state
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The iPhone 11, the iPhone 
11 Pro and Pro Max

These Common Antibiotics May Hurt 
Your Heart, Here’s What to Know

Water detected on an exoplanet 
located in its star’s habitable zone

Engineers develop ‘blackest black’ material to date

Apple’s new iPhone 
11, iPhone 11 Pro 
and iPhone 11 Pro 
Max are now on 

sale. But before you preorder 
one of the three new phones, 
you’ll want to know all about 
their most promising features 
and what they’re missing com-
pared to their rivals. Earlier this 
week, we spent some time with 
all three iPhones. Here’s what 
we found, from the three cam-
eras and matte steel casings of 
the iPhone 11 Pro to what that 
midnight green color looks like 
in real life.  The iPhone 11, Pro 
and Pro Max start at $699, $999 
and $1,099, respectively.  These 
new iPhones pick up a fresh 
palette of colors, longer battery 
life and a A13 Bionic processor 
inside that promises faster per-
formance. But more than any 
other feature, it’s the camera 
hardware and software that take 

the headlining role. 
Keep in mind that we’re hold-
ing off  any fi nal buying advice 
until we get a chance to fully 
test the phones, especially Ap-
ple’s claims that battery life im-
proves up to fi ve hours over last 
year’s models (for the iPhone 
11 Pro Max). 
Those three cameras on the 
back of the iPhone 11 Pro and 
Pro Max are Apple’s biggest 
risks in a series that plays it safe 
this year. For many people, the 
iPhone represents the gold stan-
dard for smartphone design and 
cutting-edge features like Face 
ID unlocking, which Apple says 
is now faster than before. 
But despite bread-and-butter 
features, like support for Wi-
Fi 6, the iPhone 11 trio fails to 
push the envelope, relying in-
stead on the big camera change 

and smaller refi nements to keep 
up momentum. There’s no 5G 
carrier support (we expect that 
to come in 2020), and none of 
the reverse wireless charging 
that was rumored to charge the 
Apple AirPods, Apple Watch 
and other phones of the back 
of the iPhone 11 -- as you can 
with the Galaxy S10 and Note 
10 phones. 
Apple also held back on ru-
mored features like making the 
new iPhone 11s compatible with 
the Apple Pencil, and a USB-C 
port that was whispered to re-
place the Lightning connection. 
We already think that the best 
feature in the new base model, 
the regular iPhone 11, might be 
its price.
Without a strong suite of new 
features to tantalize buyers, Ap-
ple has its work cut out for it as 
it heads into the hyper-compet-
itive holiday season and 2020. 
Phone sales are down. Compet-
itors like Samsung, Google and 
Huawei are pulling ahead on 
camera tools and features. And 
then there’s the question of 5G 
-- iPhone users will have to wait 
a full year unless Apple surpris-
es us all with a special event be-
fore September 2020.
The iPhone 11, 11 Pro and 11 
Pro Max go on preorder starting 
Friday, Sept. 13 at 5 a.m. PT. 
They arrive in-store on Sept. 20. 
Apple will continue to sell the 
iPhone XR for $599 and the iP-
hone 8 for $449.           - cnet.com

A common type of an-
tibiotics called fl u-
oroquinolones may 
increase the risk of 

certain cardiac ailments.
A new study found that people 
who took this type of drug had 
double the risk of certain car-
diac issues.  This research can 
help doctors determine when 
high-risk patients should get dif-
ferent medication. Your chances 
of developing a severe and po-
tentially life-threatening heart 
condition can double if you take 
a commonly prescribed class of 
antibiotics, researchers fi nd.
These antibiotics are called fl u-
oroquinolones, and a new study 
published this month fi nds peo-
ple taking them had an increased 
risk of developing aortic and 
mitral regurgitation  a condition 

that could lead to heart failure.
“This adds to the existing list of 
serious adverse events with fl u-
oroquinolones, underscoring the 
fact that these drugs shouldn’t 
be prescribed for uncomplicated 
community acquired infections 
and should only be given when 
absolutely necessary,” Mahy-
ar Etminan, PharmD, associate 
professor of ophthalmology and 
visual sciences in the faculty of 
medicine at University of Brit-
ish Columbia (UBC), and lead 
study author told Healthline. 
According to the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH), this class 
of drug is a broad range antibi-
otic used against bacterial in-
fections, such as bacterial bron-
chitis, pneumonia, sinusitis, and 
urinary tract infections.    
           - healthline

Ever since the discovery 
of the fi rst exoplanet 
in the 1990s, astrono-
mers have made steady 

progress towards fi nding and 
probing planets located in the 
habitable zone of their stars, 
where conditions can lead to the 
formation of liquid water and 
the proliferation of life.
Results from the Kepler satel-
lite mission, which discovered 
nearly 2/3 of all known exo-
planets to date, 
indicate that 5 to 20% of Earths 
and super-Earths are located in 
the habitable zone of their stars. 
However, despite this abun-
dance, probing the conditions 
and atmospheric properties 
on any of these habitable zone 
planets is extremely diffi  cult 
and has remained elusive... until 
now. A new study by Professor 
Björn Benneke of the Institute 
for Research on Exoplanets at 
the Université de Montréal, his 
doctoral student Caroline Piau-

let and several of their collab-
orators reports the detection of 
water vapour and perhaps even 
liquid water clouds in the atmo-
sphere of the planet K2-18b. 
This exoplanet is about nine 
times more massive than our 
Earth and is found in the hab-
itable zone of the star it orbits. 
This M-type star is smaller and 
cooler than our Sun, 
but due to K2-18b’s close prox-
imity to its star, the planet re-
ceives almost the same total 
amount of energy from its star 
as our Earth receives from the 
Sun. The similarities between 
the exoplanet K2-18b and the 
Earth suggest to astronomers 
that the exoplanet may poten-
tially have a water cycle possi-
bly allowing water to condense 
into clouds and liquid water rain 
to fall. This detection was made 
possible by combining eight 
transit observations -- the mo-
ment when an exoplanet passes 
in front of its star -- taken by the 
Hubble Space Telescope.
The Université de Montréal is 
no stranger to the K2-18 system 
located 111 light years away. 
The existence of K2-18b was 
fi rst confi rmed by Prof. Ben-
neke and his team in a 2016 pa-
per using data from the Spitzer 
Space Telescope.      - sciencedaily

With apologies to 
“Spinal Tap,” it 
appears that black 
can, indeed, get 

more black. MIT engineers re-
port today that they have cooked 
up a material that is 10 times 
blacker than anything that has 
previously been reported. The 
material is made from vertical-
ly aligned carbon nanotubes, 
or CNTs microscopic fi laments 
of carbon, like a fuzzy forest of 
tiny trees, that the team grew 
on a surface of chlorine-etched 
aluminum foil. The foil cap-
tures more than 99.96 percent 
of any incoming light, making it 
the blackest material on record. 
The researchers have published 
their fi ndings today in the jour-

nal ACS-Applied Materials and 
Interfaces. They are also show-
casing the cloak-like material as 
part of a new exhibit today at 
the New York Stock Exchange, 
titled “The Redemption of Van-
ity.” The artwork, a collabo-
ration between Brian Wardle, 
professor of aeronautics and 
astronautics at MIT, and his 
group, and MIT artist-in-resi-
dence Diemut Strebe, features a 
16.78-carat natural yellow dia-
mond, estimated to be worth $2 
million, which the team coated 
with the new, ultrablack CNT 
material. The eff ect is arresting: 
The gem, normally brilliantly 
faceted, appears as a fl at, black 
void. Wardle says the CNT ma-
terial, aside from making an 

artistic statement, may also be 
of practical use, for instance in 
optical blinders that reduce un-
wanted glare, to help space tele-
scopes spot orbiting exoplanets. 
“There are optical and space 
science applications for very 
black materials, and of course, 
artists have been interested in 
black, going back well before 
the Renaissance,” Wardle says. 
“Our material is 10 times black-
er than anything that’s ever been 
reported, but I think the black-
est black is a constantly mov-
ing target. Someone will fi nd a 
blacker material, and eventually 
we’ll understand all the under-
lying mechanisms, and will be 
able to properly engineer the ul-
timate black.” - sciencedaily

Apple’s iPhone 11 family

Exoplanet illustration

Made from carbon nanotubes
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Coconut Chicken Curry in a Hurry Bombay potatoes

Store-bought curry pow-
der is brightened by 
fresh ginger and garlic 
in this 22-minute chick-

en dinner. Inspired by the Indi-
an spiced-infused oil called tar-
ka, the mustard-fl ecked cashew 
topping adds fi nal dose of fl avor 
and crunch.

INGREDIENTS
2 pounds boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts or thighs (about 
4 breasts or 7 thighs), cut into 
1” cubes
2 1/2 teaspoons mild curry pow-

der.  
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground 
black pepper
2 tablespoons virgin coconut or 
vegetable oil (plus 2 teaspoons; 
optional)
1/2 medium onion, chopped
1 (14-ounce) can coconut milk 
(preferably full-fat)
1 (2 1/2”) piece ginger, peeled
4 garlic cloves, peeled
1/4 cup raw cashews, chopped 
(optional)
1 1/2 teaspoons yellow and/or 

black mustard seeds (optional)
5 ounces baby spinach
Cilantro leaves with tender 
stems and cooked rice or naan 
(Indian fl atbread; for serving)

PREPARATION
Toss chicken with curry pow-
der, salt, and pepper in a me-
dium bowl. Heat 2 Tbsp. oil in 
a large skillet (at least 12” in 
diameter) over medium-high. 
Add onion and cook, stirring, 
until softened, about 2 minutes.
Purée coconut milk, ginger, 
and garlic in a blender until 
very smooth. Add chicken and 
coconut milk mixture to skillet 
and cook, tossing occasionally, 
until chicken is cooked through 
and sauce has thickened, 7-10 
minutes. Meanwhile, if using, 
heat 2 tsp. oil in a small skillet 
over medium. Add cashews and 
mustard seeds and cook, stir-
ring, until fragrant and lightly 
browned, 2–3 minutes. Immedi-
ately transfer mixture including 
the oil to a small bowl.
Fold spinach into chicken mix-
ture and cook until wilted, 
about 1 minute. Divide among 
4 bowls. Top with cilantro and 
cashew mixture, if using. Serve 
with rice or naan alongside.              
  -  epicurious.com

Enjoy Bombay pota-
toes as a brilliant side 
dish to an Asian feast. 
These Indian-style po-

tatoes made with nuggets of 
juicy tomato are super easy to 
make, spicy and moreish

INGREDIENTS

1 thumb-sized piece ginger, 
grated
2 large garlic cloves
6 large vine tomatoes, halved, 
deseeded and chopped 800g 
new potatoes, halved
3 tbsp sunfl ower oil
1 large onion, thinly sliced
2 green chillies, halved, deseed-
ed and thinly sliced
1 tsp black mustard seeds
2 tsp ground coriander
½ tsp turmeric
1 tsp ground cumin
2 tsp garam masala
small bunch coriander, chopped

METHOD

Put the ginger, garlic and four 
tomatoes into a food proces-
sor and blitz until smooth. Set 
aside. 

Put the potatoes in a large 
saucepan. Cover with cold wa-
ter and bring to a simmer over a 
medium heat. 
Cook for 8-10 mins, or until just 
tender. Drain and leave to steam 
dry. 

Meanwhile, heat the oil in a 
large non-stick frying pan over 
a medium heat. 
Add the onions and a large pinch 
of salt and fry for 15 mins, or 
until the onions are golden and 
sticky. 
Add the chillies, mustard seeds, 
ground coriander, turmeric, 
cumin and garam masala to the 
pan and fry for another 2 mins. 
Tip in the tomato mixture and 
bring to a gentle simmer, 
then carefully stir in the pota-
toes and remaining tomatoes. 
Season to taste. Gently simmer 
the Bombay potatoes for a few 
mins until everything is warmed 
through, 
then serve topped with the cori-
ander.              
              - bbcgoodfood.com

Coconut Chicken Curry by RHODA BOONE

Bombay potatoes by Esther Clark
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Fiji profile - timeline
1643 - Dutch explorer Abel Tas-
man is the first European to visit 
the islands.
1830s - Western Christian mis-
sionaries begin to arrive. 
1840s-50s - Christian convert 
chief Cakobau gains control of 
most of western Fiji, while an-
other Christian convert, Ma’afu 
from Tonga, controls the east.
1868 - Cakobau sells Suva - the 
current capital of Fiji - to an 
Australian company.
1871 - European settlers at 
Levuka island organize a na-
tional government and name 
Cakobau king of Fiji following 
local disorder.

British rule

1874 - Fiji becomes a British 
crown colony at the request of 
Cakobau and other chiefs.
1875-76 - Measles epidemic 
wipes out one-third of the Fijian 
population; British forces and 
Fijian chiefs suppress rebellion.
1879-1916 - More than 60,000 
indentured labourers brought in 
from the Indian subcontinent to 
work on sugar plantations.
1904 - Legislative Council, con-
sisting of elected Europeans and 
nominated Fijians, set up to ad-
vise the British governor.
1916 - British colonial govern-
ment in India stops the recruit-
ment of indentured labourers.
1920 - All labour indenture 
agreements in Fiji end.

Fijians get the vote
1963 - Women and Fijians en-
franchised; predominantly Fiji-
an Alliance Party (AP) set up.
1970 - Fiji becomes independent 
with Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara of 
the AP as prime minister.
1985 - Timoci Bavadra sets up 
the Fiji Labour Party with trade 
union support.

Supremacist coups

1987 April - Indian-dominat-
ed coalition led by Bavadra 
wins general election, ending 
17 years of rule by the AP and 
Prime Minister Mara.
1987 October - Rabuka stages 
a second coup, proclaims Fiji 
a republic and appoints Gov-
ernor-General Ratu Sir Penaia 
Ganilau president; Ganilau in 
turn appoints Ratu Mara prime 
minister; Fiji expelled from 
Commonwealth; Britain, the 
United States, Australia and 
New Zealand suspend aid.
1989 - Thousands of ethnic In-
dians flee Fiji.
1990 - New constitution en-
shrining political dominance for 
indigenous Fijians introduced.
1992 - Rabuka, of the Fijian 
Political Party (FPP), becomes 
prime minister following gener-

al election.
1994 - Great Council of Chiefs 
appoints Ratu Sir Kamisese 
Mara president in January fol-
lowing the death of Ganilau in 
the previous month; Rabuka and 
the FPP win general election.
1997 - Fiji re-admitted to the 
Commonwealth after it intro-
duces a non-discriminatory con-
stitution.
1999 - Mahendra Chaudhry, an 
ethnic Indian, becomes prime 
minister after the Fiji Labour 
Party emerges from the gener-
al election with enough seats to 
rule on its own.

Prime minister held hos-
tage

2000 May - Bankrupt business-
man George Speight and retired 
major Ilisoni Ligairi storm par-
liament, aiming to make indig-
enous Fijians the dominant po-
litical force. They take Prime 
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry 
and his cabinet hostage. Speight 
proclaims himself acting pre-
mier. President Mara sacks the 
Chaudhry government on the 
orders of Fiji’s Great Council of 
Chiefs.
2000 June - Commonwealth 
suspends Fiji.
2000 July - Chaudhry and other 
hostages released; Great Coun-
cil of Chiefs appoints Ratu Jose-
fa Iloilo - a former father-in-law 
of Speight’s brother - president
2000 July - Speight and 369 of 
his supporters arrested.
2000 November - Eight sol-
diers are killed in a failed army 
mutiny.

Elections

2001 August - Elections to re-
store democracy; George Spei-
ght becomes MP in a new gov-
ernment.
2001 September - Indigenous 
Prime Minister Laisenia Qarase 
sworn in, but doesn’t offer cab-
inet posts to opposition Labour 
Party, in defiance of constitu-
tion.
2001 December - George Spei-
ght expelled from parliament 
for failing to attend sessions.
2001 December - Fiji readmit-
ted to the Commonwealth.
2002 February - George Spei-
ght sentenced to death for trea-
son. President Iloilo commutes 
his sentence to life imprison-
ment.
2002 November - Government 
announces radical privatisa-
tion plan designed to stave off 
collapse of vital sugar industry 
threatened by withdrawal of EU 
subsidies.
2003 July - Supreme Court 
rules that Laisenia Qarase must 
include ethnic-Indian members 

of the opposition Labour Party 
in his cabinet.
2004 April - Former leader 
Ratu Sir Kamisese Mara, con-
sidered to be independent Fiji’s 
founding father, dies aged 83.
2004 August - Vice President 
Ratu Jope Seniloli found guilty 
of treason over his involvement 
in May 2000 coup attempt. He 
serves a few months of a four-
year sentence.
2004 November - Labour Party 
declines cabinet seats in favour 
of opposition role.

Fijian soldiers leave for peace-
keeping duties in Iraq.
2005 July - Military chief 
warns that he will remove gov-
ernment if proposed amnesty 
for those involved in 2000 coup 
goes ahead.
2006 March - Great Council of 
Chiefs elects incumbent Presi-
dent Iloilo to a second, five-year 
term.
2006 May - Former PM Sitiveni 
Rabuka is charged with orches-
trating a failed army mutiny in 
November 2000.
Ruling party leader and in-
cumbent PM Laesenia Qarase 
narrowly wins elections and is 
sworn in for a second term.

Military coup

2006 October - November 
- Tensions rise between PM 
Laesenia Qarase and military 
chief Frank Bainimarama, who 
threatens to oust the government 
after it tries, and fails, to replace 
him. Mr Qarase goes into hiding 
as the crisis escalates.
2007 January - Mr Bainimara-
ma restores executive powers to 
President Iloilo and takes on the 
role of interim prime minister.
2007 February - Mr Bainimara-
ma announces plans to hold 
elections in 2010.
2007 April - Mr Bainimara-
ma sacks the Great Council of 
Chiefs and suspends all future 
meetings, after the chiefs refuse 
to endorse his government and 
his nomination for vice presi-
dent.
2007 June - State of emergency 
lifted but reimposed in Septem-
ber. Lifted again in October.
2007 November - Mr Baini-
marama says police have foiled 
a plot to assassinate him.
2008 February - Mr Bainimara-
ma appoints himself as chair-
man of the Great Council of 
Chiefs (GCC), a body he sus-
pended after it failed to back his 
December 2006 coup.
2008 July - Mr Bainimarama 
postpones elections promised 
for early 2009, on the grounds 
that electoral reforms could not 
be completed in time.
2009 January - Pacific leaders 

demand Fiji hold elections by 
the end of the year.

Constitution repealed

2009 April - Appeal Court rules 
the military regime was illegal-
ly appointed after the 2006 coup 
and says a caretaker prime min-
ister should be appointed to call 
elections to restore democracy.

President Iloilo repeals the con-
stitution, appoints himself head 
of state, sets a 2014 election 
deadline and sacks all the judg-
es. He then reappoints military 
chief Frank Bainimarama as 
interim prime minister. Martial 
law is imposed.
2009 May - South Pacific na-
tions suspend Fiji from the Pa-
cific Islands Forum regional 
bloc for its failure to hold elec-
tions.
2009 July - Military ruler Frank 
Bainimarama unveils plans for 
a new constitution by 2013, 
ahead of elections in 2014. He 
says that under the proposed 
changes, the ethnic-based sys-
tem introduced in 1997 will be 
scrapped.
President Iloilo steps down, 
succeeded on an interim basis 
by Vice-President Epeli Naila-
tikau.

Suspension from Com-
monwealth

2009 September - The Com-
monwealth fully suspends Fiji 
after the refusal of the military 
government to bow to demands 
to call elections by 2010. It is 
only the second full suspension 
in the organisation’s history.
2010 March - A court jails eight 
men for attempting to kill Com-
modore Bainimarama in 2007. 
Critics say the eight did not 
have a fair hearing.
2010 October - Fiji authorities 
admit to losing legal document 
confirming independence from 
the United Kingdom.
2011 August - Government 
orders cancellation of annual 
conference of Fijian Methodist 
Church - which has been high-
ly critical of the interim mili-
tary-led regime - saying that its 
leadership is too political.
2012 January - Military ruler 
Frank Bainimarama announces 
lifting of martial law and says 
that consultations on a new con-
stitution will begin in February.
2012 July - Australia and New 
Zealand agree to restore full 
diplomatic ties with Fiji af-
ter Commodore Bainimarama 
agrees to call elections by 2014.
2012 August - Ousted former 
prime minister Laisenia Qarase 
is jailed for a year on corruption 
charges dating back to his time 

as head of a state investment 
company in the 1990s.
2013 September - New con-
stitution introduced, paving the 
way for elections.
2014 September - Forty five Fi-
jian peacekeepers are held hos-
tage for more than two weeks 
by Islamist militants in the Go-
lan Heights in Syria.
Frank Bainimarama becomes 
the country’s civilian leader af-
ter winning parliamentary elec-
tions.

Commonwealth re-instates 
Fiji as a full member.
2014 September - The United 
Nations says 45 captured peace-
keepers from Fiji have been re-
leased in the Golan Heights in 
Syria after being held for two 
weeks by rebels from the al-
Qaeda-linked al-Nusra Front.
2014 December - An annual in-
ternational survey of world hap-
piness lists Fiji as the happiest 
nation in the world, according 
to polling organisation WIN/
Gallup.
2015 January - After decades 
of campaigning, Fijian military 
veterans receive financial com-
pensation for their exposure to 
radiation from British nuclear 
tests carried out on Christmas 
Islands in the late 1950s.
2015 February - Fiji confirms 
plans to change its flag to re-
move the Union Jack, saying 
the existing design includes 
symbols which are out of date 
and rooted in a colonial past.
2015 August - Police reported-
ly arrest more than 50 people 
suspected of plotting to form 
a breakaway Christian state on 
Fiji’s main island of Viti Levu.
Prime Minister Frank Baini-
marama threatens long prison 
sentences for people he says are 
plotting to overthrow his gov-
ernment.
2016 February - At least 42 
people are killed and tens of 
thousands are left homeless as 
Cyclone Winston hits Fiji in the 
worst storm ever recorded in the 
southern hemisphere.
2016 February - Fiji becomes 
the first country in the world to 
formally approve the UN cli-
mate deal after its parliament 
ratifies the Paris agreement.
2016 August - Fiji reverses 
plans to change its flag saying 
the cost to remove the Union 
Jack as a symbol of its colonial 
past was too great and should be 
directed at recovery work in the 
wake of Cyclone Winston.
2016 December - Amnesty In-
ternational calls on the govern-
ment in Fiji to withdraw sol-
diers from police duties, citing 
several allegations of torture 
against civilians under arrest.
   - BBC
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Football star Cristiano Ronaldo breaks 
down in tears over his father

Cristiano Ronaldo has 
broke down in an in-
terview, revealing he 
never got to know his 

alcoholic father.
Ronaldo was brought to tears 
when he told UK broadcast-
er Piers Morgan that his father 
never got the chance to see him 
become a superstar.
The Juventus forward barely 
knew his father,  Dinis, a for-
mer soldier, who died in 2005 
aged 52. "I really don't know 
my father 100 per cent. He was 
a drunk person. I never spoke 
with him, like a normal conver-

sation," Ronaldo told Morgan.
"It was hard."
The tears fl ooded out when 
Ronaldo viewed footage of Di-
nis giving an interview about 
his son ahead of Euro 2004 in 
Portugal.
He told Morgan it was 
heart-breaking his father did not 
see his career escalate to great-
ness. "To be the number one 
and he don't see nothing, and 
he don't see to receive awards, 
to see what I became." Ronaldo 
also addressed being accused of 
rape in the interview, labelling 
the situation embarrassing. He 

said he would turn off  the televi-
sion so his children did not fi nd 
out about the allegations made 
by Kathryn Mayorga, which he 
denies.
“It makes you feel so bad,” he 
said. “One day I was at home 
in the living room with my girl-
friend and then the news they 
speak about Cristiano Ronaldo, 
this and that.
“You listen to your kids coming 
down the stairs and you change 
the channel because I was em-
barrassed, I feel embarrassed.”
Charges were never laid over 
the 2009 incident.             -  Stuff 

McKee 

Fiji Airways Flying Fiji-
ans coach, John McK-
ee says the players are 
in good shape with just 

four days away from their open-
ing match against Australia in 
the Rugby World Cup in Japan.
McKee says he is pleased with 
their preparations for the tour-
nament so far where players 
have given their all and this 
week is all about their game 
against the Wallabies.
He says they have been work-
ing through the clarity of their 
game-plan and making sure 

players understand this inside 
and out. There are seven match-
es this weekend with the open-
ing match on Friday between 
Japan and Russia at 10.45pm.
Fiji play the Wallabies at 
4.45pm this Saturday.
France and Argentina face off  at 
7.15pm Saturday while the All 
Blacks and Springboks clash 
at 9.45pm Saturday. On Sun-
day, Italy and Namibia play at 
5.15pm, Ireland and Scotland 
face off  at 7.45pm Sunday 
while England clash with Tonga 
at 10.15pm Sunday.  - Fiji Village

happy with 
Flying Fijians team

Flying Finians Training Cristiano Ronaldo
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A curmudgeon's Rugby World 
Cup diary: Week eight

Japan against Russia can't 
come soon enough, as 
Rugby World Cup fatigue 
sets in before a ball's even 

been kicked.
Everyone's glad to hear the 
teams are there, acclimatising 
well and revelling in the warm 
reception, but let's get on with 
the footy. In the meantime
The “mischievous’’ New Zea-
land media have been trying to 
derail the All Blacks’ campaign 
from afar. Let’s deal with bro-
ken down old Sonny Bill Wil-

liams fi rst and then get to the 
notion of mischief making.
If New Zealand make it all the 
way to the world cup fi nal, they 
will play seven matches. Hands 
up anyone who thinks Williams 
will play more than three of 
those. The second fi ve-eighth 
is racing to be fi t for the team’s 
tournament-opener against 
South Africa and then it’s a case 
of who cares after that. The All 
Blacks could play Atu Moli at 
second-fi ve against Italy, Na-
mibia and Canada and still win 

those games. Williams is a lot 
of things but, at this stage of his 
career, he’s not renowned for 
being able to back up game after 
game. Former television sports 
news reader Hamish McKay is 
apparently responsible for start-
ing the rumour that Williams 
was about to be invalided out of 
the world cup and replaced by 
Ngani Laumape. With little else 
to report on from Japan, most 
of the media were happy to run 
with the idea. McKay is steeped 
in Manawatu rugby and Lau-
mape is the Turbos’ most-nota-
ble player. It doesn’t take Ein-
stein to work out that McKay 
probably spoke to someone 
at Manawatu, following Lau-
mape’s star turn against South-
land, and was told it would be 
the second-fi ve’s fi nal appear-
ance of the season. He’s being 
summoned to Japan, to replace 
Sonny Bill. McKay, who has 
spent decades in the industry, 
knows what news looks like. 
He’s not some naive rookie hop-
ing to make a name for them-
selves. There’s a reputation that 
risks damage if he’s wrong. The 

response of All Blacks assistant 
coach Ian Foster was to say he 
thought Williams was in the mix 
to play against the Springboks 
on Sunday and that suggestions 
to the contrary were “disap-
pointing” and “mischievous.’’ 
Foster has endeared himself 
to few people beyond the All 
Blacks, over the years. That’s 
largely to do with paranoia. 
He’s suspicious of everyone and 
sees agendas and accusations in 
most questions, imagining care-
fully co-ordinated campaigns to 
bring he and the team crashing 
down. McKay might be right or 
he might be wrong. Either way, 
he’s not up to mischief. 
He’s merely taking informa-
tion from a trusted source and 
reporting it, as media types are 
paid to do. Whether Foster un-
derstands or approves of that or 
not.
The fi rst casualty Luke Jacob-
son’s withdrawal from the world 
cup, with concussion symp-
toms, was a shame for him but 
not a shock nor cause for alarm. 
The loose forward has a length-
ening history of head knock is-

sues, making his selection look 
a little ill-advised. Hopefully he 
can come back next season and 
not suff er continued problems.
Option A for the All Blacks at 
No.6 is Ardie Savea, with B 
looking like Scott Barrett, so 
you don’t imagine Jacobson 
was going to play a massive part 
in the tournament anyway.
In comes Shannon Frizell, who 
hasn’t played a huge amount of 
rugby this year either. Players 
such as Elliot Dixon and Luke 
Whitelock were preferred to 
Frizell at the Highlanders, along 
with Liam Squire when fi t and 
available. At Tasman, Squire, 
Jordan Taufua and Ethan Black-
adder all contend for minutes at 
blindside too. 
On the national front, Frizell’s 
lucky that Vaea Fifi ta and Dal-
ton Papalii are injured and Aki-
ra Ioane has fallen from favour. 
As for Squire, people need to 
move on. We’ll never know ex-
actly what’s gone on between 
he and head coach Steve Han-
sen, but it seems safe to assume 
Squire’s All Blacks career is ov
er.                              - RNZ

Sonny Bill Williams
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