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The Government an-
nounced a new strategy 
on Monday 19th Au-
gust,  intended to break 

the cycle of Māori reoffending 
and imprisonment.
The announcement comes after 
this year’s Wellbeing Budget 
announcement in May, during 
which the Government allocat-
ed $98 million to change the 
way the Department of Cor-
rections operates in regards to 
Māori reoffending and impris-
onment.
Incorporating a Te Ao Māori 
worldview and greater connect-
edness with whānau are key el-
ements of Hōkai Rangi.
Hōkai Rangi was launched on 
Monday morning at an event in 
Parliament by Corrections Min-
ister Kelvin Davis, who said it 
will underpin major transfor-
mational change within correc-
tions.
“The over-representation of 
Māori in our prisons is devastat-

ing to whānau, hapū, and iwi,” 
Mr Davis said in a statement.

“Our corrections system has 
not worked for the majority of 

Māori. We’ve all seen the sta-
tistics and they are so enduring 

that the reality that over half of 
our prison population is Māori 
has just become a normal fact 
of life.
“The status quo is no longer ac-
ceptable. 
Hōkai Rangi is a bold and long 
overdue strategy which ulti-
mately aims to lower the pro-
portion of Māori in corrections 
care to match the Māori share 
of the general population.trate-
gy for Māori in prison 
“Right now, we are prioritising 
the delivery of a deputy chief 
executive – Māori, a new role to 
ensure a dedicated Māori voice 
at the top table.
“We are actively partnering 
with iwi. Wherever there is a 
prison, my expectation is there 
will be a strong partnership with 
mana whenua.
“But perhaps the biggest change 
Hōkai Rangi brings is the idea 
that we are now going to treat 
the person - and not just their 
crime.”          -onenews

Government launches new 
strategy to break ‘devastating’ 
cycle of Maori reoffending

Minister Kelvin Davis        
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Killer’s ‘extraordinary’ fiction 
over brutal murder

Phil Goff launches Auckland 
mayoralty campaign with 
green focus

Shop assistant shaken after Christchurch 
dairy robbed by armed trio

Scam targeting 
visa - holders 
continues (NZI)

One of New Zealand’s 
top judges says it is 
was “extraordinary” 
that an obsessive kill-

er maintained his fiction and lies 
to a jury as he attempted to de-
fend a brutal and frenzied mur-
der. Rohit Deepak Singh was 
jailed for life after killing his 
former partner Arishma Singh 
(Chand) during the early hours 
of November 12, 2017.
It took a High Court jury just 
40 minutes to find him guilty, 
despite a nearly month-long 
trial last year. Singh had lay in 
wait for the 24-year-old mum to 
return to her Manurewa home 
before slaughtering her with a 
large kitchen knife. The now 
43-year-old Singh, however, 
tried to spin a web of lies around 
the jury and police, which in-
cluded a bogus alibi. He was 
sentenced in February to life 
imprisonment with a minimum 
period of imprisonment of 19 
years by Justice Grant Powell. 
On Wednesday, 31 July 2019, at 
a brief Court of Appeal hearing 
in Auckland, Singh sought to 
reduce the time he might spend 
behind bars. The court heard he 
had instructed his new counsel, 
Mark Ryan, to no longer ap-

peal his murder conviction and 
sought to only reduce his min-
imum period of imprisonment.
Justice Forrie Miller said it was 
“extraordinary that he main-
tained this fiction all the way”.
When sentencing Singh, Justice 
Powell described the murder 
as “both brutal and callous”, a 
sentiment that was echoed by 
Justice Miller. He and the two 
other Court of Appeal judges, 
Justice Mark Woolford and Jus-
tice Mary Peters, reserved their 
decision. The motive for the 
murder, the court heard during 
the trial, was Singh’s obsession 
and infatuation with his old girl-
friend, whom he had stalked for 
a year. “An evil act, the conse-
quences of which can never be 
undone,” Justice Powell said 
at sentencing. Shortly after the 
child educator’s death, the Her-
ald revealed Arishma had just 
returned home from a friend’s 
birthday party when she was 
killed by Singh.
Less than 16 minutes later he 
had fled and Arishma’s par-
ents arrived home to find their 
daughter lying in a pool of 
blood. She had been stabbed 
in the back, shoulder and arm, 
bashed across the back of her 

head with a weapon, and had 
her face slashed. A wound to her 
groin had also cut a vital artery.
The murder weapon Singh used, 
however, was never found.
Arishma’s parents, Rakesh and 
Aradhana Singh, called their 
daughter’s killer “a despicable 
person”. “The night I held my 
lifeless daughter in a pool of 
blood turned my world upside 
down - my heart broke into a 
million pieces,” Rakesh wrote 
in his victim impact statement, 
which was read at Singh’s 
sentencing. A statement from 
Arishma’s mum to the killer 
also said: “I hate you for your 
cowardly act. You shattered Ar-
ishma’s dreams and hopes ... I 
hope you truly never have a day 
of peace ... After today we shall 
never think of you again.”
Singh’s obsessive behaviour 
prior to the killing included 
threatening Facebook messag-
es, an inundation of daily calls 
and text messages and a tattoo 
of Arishma’s face on his chest.
Arishma was also followed by 
her would-be-killer and photo-
graphed, while on the night of 
the murder he was watching Ar-
ishma’s home from a car.
He had also earlier told a friend 
of his plans to kill, while cell-
phone polling data placed him 
near the house at the time of the 
murder. 
After killing his ex, Singh drove 
to Auckland’s North Shore and 
later made a false statement to 
police in an attempt to create 
his bogus alibi. He claimed he 
had been robbed by a group of 
young women, but the scratch 
marks on his face - which he 
attributed to his fake mugging 
- proved to be a match to the 
DNA found under Arishma’s 
fingernails. 

Auckland Mayor Phil 
Goff has officially 
launched his re-elec-
tion campaign with a 

strong environmental focus.

He told a crowd of supporters 
in Papatoetoe that protecting 
Auckland’s environment and 
tackling climate change will 
be key priorities for his second 
term. Mr Goff is also promis-
ing to start the electrification of 
the city’s public transport fleet, 
and said that from next year the 
council will only purchase hy-
brid or electric vehicles.
He pledges to work with the 
government on an action plan 
that would enable New Zealand 
to achieve key measures to re-
duce carbon emissions.
“As Mayor, I will work to safe-
guard our children’s future and 
our city’s environment and 
move Auckland towards being a 

21st century city that competes 
with the best cities globally,” 
Mr Goff said in a statement.
Mr Goff is up against John 
Tamihere in the mayoral race 

after John Palino pulled the 
plug on his campaign in support 
of Mr Tamihere.
Mr Goff said he was proud of 
his record to protect the en-
vironment over the past three 
years, but more needed to be 
done. “Part of leaving a good 
legacy for future generations is 
acting on our most pressing is-
sue - climate change. Transport 
emissions make up 47 percent 
of overall carbon emissions. 
That has to change, and we need 
to take responsibility and lead 
that change.” Mr Goff said he 
was not leading a war on cars, 
as Mr Tamihere had suggested, 
but wanted to reduce conges-
tion and pollution.

Three men armed with 
hammers and wearing 
masks have robbed a 
Christchurch dairy.

The incident happened at the 
Night & Day on Ferry Rd, in 
Woolston, about 2.30am on 
Saturday. Police said three men 

armed with hammers entered 
the store and took cash and cig-
arettes.
The person working in the shop 
at the time was not injured, but 
was “understandably very shak-
en and receiving support”.
The dairy has been repeated-

ly targeted by robbers over the 
years, including 10 robberies 
during the eight months April 
2017. Woolston Night ‘n Day 
boss Tony Allison said at the 
time that the store would not 
operate a night pay window.
“From a shop sales perspective 
we’re almost better off closing 
the store than having a night pay 
window because people want to 
come in and see what you’ve 
got for sale.” 
The store had taken several 
steps to increase security, in-
cluding installing a cigarette 
dispenser and setting up the safe 
room. When employees were 
frightened, they could lock 
themselves in the room and call 
for help, Allison said.

Visa holders in New 
Zealand are being 
contacted by a per-
son pretending to be 

from Immigration New Zea-
land. They are demanding mon-
ey to be sent to them, in order to 
maintain or correct their immi-
gration status in New Zealand. 
This is a scam.

Callers are posing as INZ staff 
and demanding payment from 
people to avoid deportation for 
various reasons, including in-
correctly completing an arrival 
card and a failed police check.
The scammers are using a tech-
nology known as caller id spoof-
ing scam that allows a legiti-
mate phone number to appear 
when the call is actually being 
made from another number.
No matter how important the 

caller may sound, do not pay, 
report the call to the Police. Im-
migration New Zealand would 
never make demands for money 
such as this over the phone.

How to recognise if the call is 
a scam
1. The caller tells the per-
son that there has been a prob-
lem with their visa or arrival 
card information.
2. They demand they pay 
money into a Western Union 
account or face serious conse-
quences, such as deportation.
3. Often the caller have 
some details of the person they 
are speaking to such as their 
name, date of birth or address 
so the calls appear genuine.
4. Their caller ID comes 
up with 09 914 4100 or 0508 
558 855.

- NewstalkZB

- RNZ

- NZI News- Stuff

Murderer Rohit Singh, found guilty of killing Arishma Singh (left) Picture:Greg Bowker

Phil Goff                    Picture:RNZ / Dan Cook

The Night & Day on Ferry Rd, Christchurch             Picture:GEORGE HEARD/STUFF
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The sister of murdered 
Australian tourist Sean 
McKinnon has re-
vealed the last time she 

spoke to him as more details 
emerge about the surf-loving, 
wonderful “character”.
In the early hours of Friday 17th 
August morning, McKinnon 
and his fiancée, Bianca, were 
awakened by an armed individ-
ual attempting to steal the cam-
pervan they were asleep in at Te 
Toto Gorge, Raglan.  McKinnon 
was shot while Bianca was able 
to escape. The 33-year-old mur-
dered tourist’s body was later 
found in the back of the stolen 
van roughly 80km away near 
Hamilton. After an all-day man-
hunt, police executed a search 
warrant on Friday night and a 
23-year-old man was later ar-
rested and charged with murder. 

He has also been charged with 
robbery causing grievous bodi-
ly harm, threatening to kill, and 
driving while disqualified. The 
man appeared in the Hamilton 
District Court on Saturday 18th 
August, but was granted interim 
name suppression and remand-
ed in custody until August 27th. 
Present at court was McKin-
non’s sisters Emmeline and 
Mary, and brother Lachlan, who 
have all travelled over from 
Australia to be in Hamilton.
Emmeline spoke to reporters 
about her loving brother, saying 
he was a “real character” who 
loved to surf and travel.
“Sean was a wonderful person 
and we loved him very deeply,” 
she said. “I was devastated to 
hear that his life had been taken 
from him. The worst thing was 
telling my mother. He was my 

mum’s favourite. “He was very 
well-loved, he was a real char-
acter, and we just don’t know 
how to put life together without 
him being here.”
“We are just really sorry that 
he is gone. He loved being over 
here. He loved to surf here. 
He loved the lifestyle and the 
place.” According to Emmeline, 
McKinnon often travelled to 
New Zealand - in between jobs -  
to visit his fiancée Bianca, who 
is Canadian but works here.
“Sean loved to travel. He inter-
mittently came home. He was 
terrible at keeping his phone 
and wallet and his passport. He 
was constantly keeping Ray Ban 
sunglasses in business”. Emme-
line, who works in law enforce-
ment in Australia, also recalled 
the last time she had spoken to 
her brother. “I helped him get a 
new passport that he had lost. 
“Oddly enough, I said a good-
bye that I would say if I knew I 
wasn’t seeing him again.”
Bianca was able to escape the 
gunman on Friday morning, 
running to get help and notifying 
police. Insp Graham Pitkethley 
said she was obviously shocked 
and traumatised after the inci-
dent. Emmeline met with Bian-
ca on Saturday and said she was 
a courageous woman in a strong 
relationship with McKinnon.
“Bianca is amazingly resilient 

and strong. I cannot even be-
gin to understand what she has 
been through as a person. “They 
loved their surfing and trav-
elling and eating vegan food, 
which is a little bit beyond my 
understanding at the best of 
times.” The sister also wanted 
to express her thanks to the New 
Zealand police, courts and peo-
ple. “I would just really like to 
express my sincerest gratitude 
to the New Zealand police ser-
vice, they have been remarkably 
supportive during this time and 
I couldn’t ask for better people 
to be in charge of the investiga-
tion. “I have to thank Air New 
Zealand. They have just been 
remarkable. They are a real trib-
ute to the country. I have never 
been to New Zealand.
“Obviously we see your Prime 

Minister on the news and she 
comes across as an amazingly 
eloquent woman and the way 
that the community has reached 
out to us as complete strang-
ers, I have not ever experienced 
anything like it in my life.” “I 
wanted to come here angry. But 

you have all been so kind.”
No one else is being sought in 
relation to McKinnon’s death, 
although police continue to 
search for the weapon. “We 
have a number of addresses we 
are searching in that regard,” 
Pitkethley said on Saturday. 
The Waikato town of Raglan re-
mains in shock after the shoot-
ing. Waikato District Mayor Al-
lan Sanson told the News it is a 
tight-knit community.
“They will be hurting with this, 
it’s certainly not something they 
want to happen within their 
community.” Sanson said he’s 
horrified by the shooting. “It’s 
a tragedy which should never 
happen in New Zealand but un-
fortunately it does happen from 
time to time and we have to deal 
with it. “I feel very much for the 
people involved in it and their 
families.” He’s urging people in 
the district to check in on each 
other. “If anybody feels a lit-
tle bit insecure... talk to neigh-
bours, keep friends close, and 
just make sure you have your 
own personal security.”
Pitkethley said the public helped 
police find the suspect “I know 
this has been a shocking event 
for the community... This has 
shocked and touched a number 
of people in the community and 
the inquiry team as well.”

Sister of murdered Australian tourist Sean McKinnon speaks of his character

- Newshub

The McKinnon family were at Hamilton District Court                           Picture:Newshub
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There is no requirement 
for qualification to 
become a Real Estate 
Agent and this is a ma-

jor issue faced by the Real Es-
tate Agents Licensing Board.
REALB’s Chair, Abdul Has-
san says a salesperson who 
has three years of experience 
and has been working under an 
agent can become a Real Estate 
Agent. He adds some Real Es-
tate Agents are not even follow-
ing the law.  “The main problem 
that we are facing is that agents 

lack education. As you know if 
you do not have proper educa-
tion then you don’t realize the 
consequences of breaking the 
rules.”
Hassan says they’re going to 
introduce exams for the key 
players that are involved in 
real estate which is the agents, 
salesperson and branch manag-
ers.
He says upon completion of the 
exams they’ll be in a better po-
sition to understand the law.

-FBC 

The Ministry of Health 
has confirmed that 
three Fijians have died 
this month as a result 

of the meningococcal disease. 
Health Minister Dr. Iferemi 
Waqainabete says among the 
three deceased was a four year 
old child who resided in Keiya-
si, Sigatoka. “Two adults and 
one child and it’s a notifiable 
disease so our people on the 
ground had, once they passed on 

they’d made sure that they’ve 
done the laboratory testing that 
was done locally. Dr. Waqain-
abete is urging all Fijians if you 
have any of the symptoms or 
signs of the disease to immedi-
ately see a doctor or go to your 
nearest health clinic.
“If anyone has fever or coughs 
to present themselves to hos-
pital and you know health of-
ficials should be able to take it 
from there.” The Health Minis-

ter also highlighting how me-
ningococcal can be spread.
“Its intimate contact according 
to our Public Health protec-
tion people, it’s you know deep 
kissing, you know intimate 
contacts, household contacts.”
Symptoms of the meningococ-
cal disease can also include a 
sudden fever, nausea, eyes sen-
sitive to light and rash that is 
red and or purple on the skin.

- FBC

A family of Vesida Hart 
Settlement was left 
in despair after their           
25-year-old relative 

died in an accident on 
Tuesday night (13th August). 
Vika Radinibau was walk-
ing home along Vesida Road 
near Kinoya when she was 
bumped by a vehicle, driven 
by a 31-year-old man at around 
8pm, Police said in a statement. 
Police alleged the driver was 
under the influence of alcohol 

and was in the custody at the 
Valelevu Police Station. Ms 
Radinibau was a mother to an 
11-month-old son. She was 
working for the Ministry of 
Economy. 
Her aunt, Tavenisa Waqa, said 
the late Ms Radinibau had just 
called them after getting off at 
the bus stop. 
“We spoke to her just a few 
minutes before the accident,” 
Ms Waqa said. “When she did 
not reach home, we called her, 

sent her a text, and messages on 
Facebook, but there was no re-
sponse from her. 
“The people, who were among 
the first at the accident scene, 
called us back and told us what 
had happened.”
Ms Radinibau was rushed to the 
Colonial War Memorial Hos-
pital, but she was pronounced 
dead on arrival. She was the 
eldest of five siblings. Their 
mother died in 2011, from 
breast cancer. 
Her younger sister, Rosi Vusa-
rogo, said the tragic accident 
has left the family in a state 
of shock. “My sister was such 
a humble person, good and 
kind-hearted. 
I don’t know how we will cope 
without her,” Ms Vusarogo said 
with tears. 
“Her son’s first birthday is at 
the end of this month; she was 
preparing to celebrate it. She 
did not deserve to die like this.”

No qualification required to 
become a Real Estate Agent

Three confirmed dead from 
meningococcal disease

Family Mourns Death Of Young Mum And Sister.

Picture: FBC

Abdul Hassan – Chairman Real Estate Agents Licensing Board

The Ministry of Educa-
tion is in the process 
of reviewing the exam 
process in our edu-

cation system. This has been 
confirmed by the Permanent 
Secretary for Education, Ali-
son Burchell who was speaking 
to the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Social Affairs. 
She says teachers and students 
are becoming more focused on 
exams as external examinations 
begin from year 6 until their fi-
nal year in secondary school.
Burchell says this is why more 

schools are making students 
stay at school after normal 
school hours. She adds this 
needs to change so that there is 
an ongoing assessment of the 
students’ competence rather 
than relying on exam results to 
assess a student’s abilities.
The Permanent Secretary says 
the ministry is also planning 
activities such as suicide pre-
vention programs, awareness 
on the effects of drugs and al-
cohol, sporting activities and 
other interesting activities after 
the exam period. 

Ministry of Education in the 
process of reviewing exam 
process in our education 
system

- Fiji Village

Tavesisa Waqa (left) and Rosi Vusarogo

- Fiji Sun

Picture:abc.net.au

Second state witness 
fails to show up at 
rape trial of former 
NFP proposed 
candidate

High Court Judge, Jus-
tice Thushara Rajas-
inghe raised serious 
concerns with DPP 

lawyer, Swastika Sharma in 
the rape trial of a former NFP 
proposed candidate after the 
second state witness failed to 
show up Monday morning 19th 
August. The 66-year-old man is 
alleged to have raped and sex-
ually assaulted his 54-year-old 

sister in law in Nasinu in June 
last year. The prosecution and 
defence wrapped up their ex-
amination on Monday morning 
with the complainant who is the 
first prosecution witness and the 
judge then asked Sharma for 
the second witness to take the 
stand. However, the court was 
informed by the court clerk that 
the witness was not outside the 
court. Justice Rajasinghe then 

told Sharma that she has to learn 
a lot of things before she starts 
a trial.
Justice Rajasinghe also raised 
with Sharma whether there is a 
possibility that prosecution wit-
nesses will talk to each other as 
the first witness walked out of 
the courtroom after giving her 
evidence while the second wit-
ness did not turn up.

- Fiji Village
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               Picture: Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

Fiji Labour Party lead-
er says Prime Minister 
Frank Bainimarama 
should not have been 

allowed to leave the country 
to attend the Pacific Forum 
Leaders meeting in Tuvalu. 
Mahendra Chaudhry said Mr 
Bainimarama should have been 
questioned by police over his 
alleged assault of opposition 
MP Pio Tikoduadua at the par-
liamentary complex in Suva 

on Friday 9th August 2019. 
Mr Chaudhry, who is a former 
prime minister, says the alle-
gations are very serious and 
police should act with urgency 
as required in such a high-pro-
file case.  “I think people know 
that they’ll try and brush the 
whole thing under the carpet. 
This is why the police investi-
gations must proceed expedi-
tiously. The prime minister was 
allowed to fly out to Tuvalu 

without being interviewed. It’s 
deplorable. That this incident 
has been reported to have taken 
place. This must be investigat-
ed. But the police are seen to be 
very slow,” Mahendra Chaudry 
said.
The prime minister has denied 
he assaulted Mr Tikoduadua.
“We understand that there are 
credible witnesses to the assault 
who have given their statements 
to the police,” Mr Chaudhry 

said. “I have no reason to be-
lieve that these witnesses who 
are members of parliament 
would have anything to gain 
by not telling the truth. “I be-
lieve that the incident did take 
place,” he said.”
 Mr Chaudhry said the oppo-
sition must now seek justice. 
“They must pursue this meth-
od to its logical conclusion.” 
He said had it been a member 
of the opposition who had al-
legedly assaulted a government 
member - “by now he would 
have been in custody and prob-
ably been produced in court 
for assault.” “It’s all part of the 
same mob”.

Mr Chaudhry also took a swipe 
at Speaker Ratu Epeli Nailati-
kau. “The speaker is also 

dragging his feet,” he said. “It 
happened in the precincts of 

Parliament. “And the safety 
and security of members of par-
liament is the business of the 
speaker.”

Attorney General Aiyaz 
Sayed-Khaiyum told journal-
ists the government would let 
due process take its course as 
Mr Tikoduadua had reported 
the matter to police. 
He said no one should become 
the judge and jury, and let the 
investigation take its course 
as there are facts in dispute. 
But Mr Chaudhry said nothing 
would come out of this.
“If your fight is with the gov-
ernment, you won’t get any-
where,” he said. “Nothing has 
changed.” 
Police Commissioner Sitiveni 
Qiliho had said he would not 
comment as the matter was be-
ing investigated.

-RNZ

State and federal health 
officials are investigat-
ing almost 100 cases of 
mysterious lung illness-

es linked to vaping and e-ciga-
rette use in 14 states in the US, 
many of them involving teens 
and young adults. A large num-
ber of those stricken ill have 
been hospitalised, with some 
in intensive care and on venti-
lators.
At least 31 cases have been 
confirmed as of Friday16th Au-
guest, state officials said, and 
dozens more are under investi-
gation. Medical authorities say 
it is unclear whether patients 
will fully recover.
Officials are warning clinicians 
and the public to be on alert 
for what they describe as a se-

vere and potentially dangerous 
lung injury. Symptoms include 
difficulty breathing, shortness 
of breath or chest pain before 

hospitalisation. Health officials 
said patients have also reported 
fever, cough, vomiting and di-
arrhea.
The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said Fri-
day that officials are working 
with health departments in at 
least five states with confirmed 
cases - California, Illinois, In-
diana, Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin - to determine the cause of 
the condition after “a cluster of 
pulmonary illnesses linked to 
e-cigarette use” was reported 
among adolescents and young 
adults in recent weeks. In a call 
Friday with state health author-
ities, CDC officials said they 
were probing 94 possible cases 
in 14 states.
Underscoring the growing level 
of concern, CDC officials say 
they are notifying health-care 
systems and clinicians across 
the country about the illnesses 
and what to watch for. State 
health departments have also 
issued warnings.
Chapman said physicians even-
tually made the connection to 
vaping-associated acute lung 
injury. When the patients were 
treated with steroids, among 
other therapies, they showed 
improvement. Clinicians don’t 
know whether the patients will 
suffer long-term consequences, 
she said. “These cases are ex-

tremely complex to diagnose, 
as symptoms can mimic a com-
mon infection yet can lead to 
severe complications and ex-
tended hospitalisation,” Chap-
man said. 
“Medical attention is essential. 
Respiratory conditions can con-
tinue to decline without proper 
treatment.”
A National Academies of Sci-
ences, Engineering and Med-
icine report in January found 
that while e-cigarettes are less 
harmful than conventional 
cigarettes, which produce a 
raft of toxic substances when 
burned, they still pose health 
risks. Among nonsmoking ad-
olescents and young adults, 
the report said, “their adverse 
effects clearly warrant con-

cern,” among them “moderate 
evidence for increased cough 
and wheeze” and increased in-

cidence of asthma.
But many medical authorities 
believe there isn’t sufficient 
data to know their full effects, 
especially on young people.
Dylan Nelson, of Burlington, 
Wisconsin, who has asthma 

and has been vaping for about 
a year, was hospitalised with 
pneumonia last month after he 
started having trouble breath-
ing. The 26-year-old described 
feeling as if he were breathing 
through a straw. He said he was 
coughing, his heart was racing 
and his breathing was hard and 
fast. Nelson said he spent days 
in the hospital, some of that 
time attached to a ventilator. 
His mother, Kim Barnes, said 
when a nurse told her it might 
be related to vaping, it was a 
wake-up call for her.
Doctors had seen “scattered 
cases” of lung illnesses tied to 
vaping before, but they had not 
identified a pattern until now, 

said Chapman of Children’s 
Minnesota.
“I think it’s important to under-
stand that vaping is assumed to 
be safe, and yet we know so lit-
tle about it,” she said.

- NZ Herald

Former Fiji PM Mahendra Chaudhry criticises 
police over Bainimarama investigation

Mystery lung illness linked to vaping

E-cigarettes have grown in popularity over the past decade despite little re-
search on their long term effects. Photo / File Washington Post

Deposed prime minister Mahendra 
Chaudhry     Picture: Fiji Sun

Medical authorities believe there 
isn’t sufficient data to know the full 
effects, especially on young people, 
of vaping and smoking e-cigarettes. 
Photo / File

NFP President and parliamentarian 
Pio Tikoduadua   Picture: CC BY-SA 4.0

American physicians made the connection to vaping-associated acute lung 
injury in the sick teenagers. Photo / File
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Australia warned to divert Middle 
East military operations to counter 
China’s rise in Indo-Pacific

Valley schools re-open, Inter-
net snapped again in Jammu

Three men charged in connection 

with plot to assassinate Samoa PM

Hong Kong protesters 
attempt to restore peace 
after airport violence

Australia has been 
urged to stockpile 
munitions, improve 
land-based strike ca-

pabilities and “rebalance” mil-
itary deployments away from 
the Middle East in the face of 
China’s rising strength in the 
Indo-Pacific. The Morrison 
Government is soon expected 
to accept a request to join a US-
led coalition to protect shipping 
in the Persian Gulf from Iranian 
interference, but a new study 
warns Australia’s defence prior-
ities lie closer to home.
The report by the United States 
Studies Centre at the University 
of Sydney concludes “America 
no longer enjoys military pri-
macy in the Indo-Pacific and its 
capacity to uphold a favourable 
balance of power is increas-
ingly uncertain”. “Australia is 
still very much involved in the 
wars of the Middle East, not-

withstanding the fact that we 
have seen some drawdown in 
our commitment, and frankly 
the commitment of the United 
States there recently,” co-au-
thor Ashley Townshend said. 
“We’re at a dangerous time be-
cause we’re about to receive a 
request, it’s already been made 
from the Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo, to bring us back 
over there in a more substantial 
way,” he added. The 100-page 
report also suggests a strategy 
of “collective defence” is “fast 
becoming a necessity as a way 
of offsetting shortfalls in Amer-
ica’s regional military power 
and holding the line against ris-
ing Chinese strength”. It finds 
Australia spent a total of $14.7 
billion on operations in the 
Middle East between 2001 and 
2018, compared to only $3.9 
billion for operations in the In-
do-Pacific over the same period.

“Australia needs to work with 
its friends — the United States 
is committed to maintaining 
military presence and maintain-
ing deterrence against possible 
Chinese aggression in Asia, 
but it can’t do that alone,” Mr 
Townshend warned.
The bitter reality about China
The report also urges Australia 
to “increase stockpiles and cre-
ate sovereign capabilities in the 
storage and production of preci-
sion munitions, fuel and other 
material necessary for sustained 
high-end conflict” and “acquire 
robust land-based strike and de-
nial capabilities”.
Last year Australia’s newly ap-
pointed Chief of Navy Mike 
Noonan flagged a greater focus 
on maritime operations in the 
Pacific following three decades 
of continuous operations in the 
Middle East. A separate report 
by the Australian Strategic Poli-
cy Institute, also being released 
today, finds Australia needs to 
invest more in its north to en-
sure the country is ready and 
capable to defend itself. “The 
local industry base, the logistics 
all need to be in place especial-
ly now when we’ve got such a 
period of heightened strategic 
challenges in terms of issues 
like the relationship between 
the US and China,” the report’s 
author John Coyne said.

Hundreds of thousands 
of peaceful protesters 
of all ages returned 
to the streets of Hong 

Kong on Sunday (18th August 

2019) in a massive show of 
solidarity for a movement that 
appeared on the verge of losing 
popular support.
Protesters defied torrential rain, 
a police ban and menacing 
threats from the Chinese gov-
ernment to come back out for 
the 11th consecutive weekend 
of mass demonstrations. Orga-
nizers claimed as many as 1.7 
million people joined the mass 
rally, with protesters thronging 
westwards from Victoria Park 
through the downtown areas, 
transforming much of the city 
center into a sea of slow mov-
ing umbrellas. It was the first 
major demonstration following 
ugly scenes at the city’s airport 
earlier this week when a small 
group of protesters detained 
and beat two men they accused 
of being undercover police of-
ficers, and violently clashed 

with riot police. The rally was 
organized by the Civil Human 
Rights Front, a more tradition-
al pro-democrat organization 
responsible for arranging two 

huge peaceful marches in June 
which attracted hundreds of 
thousands of participants. One 
of the slogans of Sunday’s rally 
was “Hong Kongers Assemble: 
Peaceful, Rational, and Non-Vi-
olent Protesters Stand Out.” Po-
lice had not given permission 
for protesters to march out of 
the park to Chater Garden in 
Central District as planned. But 
by 6 p.m. local time (6 a.m. ET) 
protesters had congested sever-
al main roads through the city’s 
main shopping area of Cause-
way Bay and some had pushed 
on to Admiralty district, near to 
the city’s Legislative Council 
offices. “I have no idea what 
comes next but all we can do 
as citizens is keep going, pro-
test peacefully and let the gov-
ernment and regime know our 
demands,” said Louis, 43, who 
works in the IT industry.

Two days after the Jam-
mu and Kashmir ad-
ministration said re-
strictions would be 

lifted in phases, schools are set 
to re-open Monday19th August, 
as the communications blackout 
continued across most parts of 
the Valley on Sunday barring 
some areas. And in Jammu, 
mobile Internet services in five 
of ten districts were suspend-
ed again, 24 hours after being 
restored. While fixed-line tele-
phone connections in some ar-
eas of Srinagar and other parts 
of the Valley including tourist 
resorts were restored, major 
telephone exchanges in the re-
gion remain shut. In Jammu, the 
suspension of 2G mobile Inter-
net sparked rumours across the 
region, leading to long queues 
at petrol pumps. The state has 
remained under an unprece-
dented communications black-
out since August 5, when the 
Centre moved to end the special 
status of the state and bifurcated 
J&K into two Union Territories. 
J&K spokesman Rohit Kansal 
said all the landlines in the Val-

ley would be restored as quickly 
as possible, while declining to 
divulge the number of connec-
tions restored. 
“Over 190 primary schools has 
reopen in Srinagar alone and 
after this, we look forward to 
other areas like taking up devel-
opment-related activities.”
Meanwhile, in Jammu, Divi-
sional Commissioner Sanjeev 
Verma attributed the discon-
nection of mobile Internet ser-
vice to technical issues, saying 
“there was too much load in re-
spect to the flow of data and the 
slow 2G network was not able 
to cope with it”.
IGP Jammu zone Mukesh Singh 

asked people not to pay heed 
to “rumours being circulated”. 
“There is also a rumour regard-
ing a strike in Jammu due to 
which there are long queues at 
petrol pumps,” he said, adding 
“I would like to inform all the 
citizens that all such rumours 
are false. No incident had taken 
place anywhere as is being cir-
culated.” “The 2G network has 
temporarily been disconnected 
due to some technical reasons 
which are being rectified and 
efforts are on ensure connectivi-
ty as soon as possible,” he said, 
reiterating that rumour mongers 
will be dealt with strictly.

Samoa police have con-
firmed three men have 
now been charged in 
their investigation into 

allegations of a plan to assassi-
nate the prime minister.
It was revealed on Wednesday 
that police had uncovered a plot 
to kill Tuila’epa Sa’ilele Ma-
lielegaoi after being tipped off 
by the Lauli’i village council.
Police said their evidence in-
cludes the use of social media 
both inside and outside of Sa-
moa. They said they take the 

threat very seriously and that 
the full weight of the govern-
ment’s law enforcement is be-
ing used to thoroughly investi-
gate the matter.
Police said they are seeking 
help from international part-
ners, and that further arrests 
could be made.
Two of the three people arrested 
are being held in custody.
Police said because of the seri-
ousness of the allegations they 
are not releasing any other in-
formation.

- CNN

- ABC

- RNZ - The Indian Express

Picture: Department of Defence Austrailia

Picture: Time

In Jammu, the suspension of 2G mobile Internet sparked rumours across the region

Photo: supplied / Forum Secretariat
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World should consider India nuke 
arsenal safety: Imran Khan ‘Eco-warriors’ Harry and 

Meghan raise concern 
over carbon footprintPakistan Prime Minister 

Imran Khan tore into 
the Indian government 
on Sunday (18th august 

2019), questioning the safety of 

New Delhi’s nuclear weapons 
arsenal and urging the interna-
tional community to step in. In 
a series of tweets two days after 
failing to get the United Na-
tions to hold an open and formal 
meeting on Jammu & Kashmir, 
Khan said the Narendra Modi 
government posed a threat to 
Pakistan and the region. He 
also made an indirect refer-
ence to the National Register 
of Citizens, currently ongoing 
in Assam to weed out so-called 
illegal immigrants, and said that 
minorities were under threat 
under the Indian government. 

“The world must also seriously 
consider the safety and securi-
ty of India’s nuclear arsenal in 
the control of the fascist, racist 
Hindu Supremacist Modi gov-
ernment. 
Khan’s comment came two 
days after Union defence min-
ister Rajnath Singh hinted at a 
rethink of India’s no-first-use 
nuclear policy. 
At a closed-door consultation 
of the UN Security Council on 
Friday, Pakistan had found it-
self isolated with support only 
from its all-weather ally China. 
India’s envoy to the UN, Syed 
Akbaruddin, had said there was 
widespread acceptance of New 
Delhi’s commitment to deal 
with Kashmir bilaterally. 
Khan said the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party, and its ideologi-
cal fountainhead, the Rashtri-
ya Swayamsevak Sangh, had a 
“doctrine of hate” that would 
spread until the international 
community acted; 
he also criticised the Supreme 
Court-monitored NRC exer-
cise, saying four million Indian 
Muslims face detention camps 
and cancellation of citizenship. 
“The world must take note as 
this genie is out of the bottle,” 
he added.

Royal duo Harry and 
Meghan, the Duke and 
Duchess of Sussex, 
took an environmen-

tally-damaging flight to Nice 
two days after flying to Ibiza, 
Spain. Now British Labour MP 
Teresa Pearce has urged them 
to live up to their reputation 
as eco-warriors by considering 
their carbon footprint.
The politician told The Sun on 
Sunday newspaper: “Given the 
position they have taken pub-
licly about being responsible on 

climate change, this does seem 
an anomaly which they should 
look at. “It’s up to all of us to 
cut our carbon emissions, and 

the number of flights we take a 
year. That is really important - 
and someone as high profile as 
that should lead by example.
“I find this quite surprising be-
cause it doesn’t fit with their 
public image and the way 
they’re so concerned about the 
planet and the environment.”
Earlier this year, the Duke 
warned of the dangers of cli-
mate change, urging the public 
to “take action” to lower their 
carbon footprint. Speaking in 
March, the royal - who has a 
three-month-old son called Ar-
chie with his wife - explained: 
“Climate change is a humani-
tarian issue not a political one, 
and one where we’ve been far 
too slow in waking up to the is-
sues and acting on the damag-
ing impact our ways of living 
are having on the world. “We 
now have the facts, the science, 
the technology and the ability to 
save not just our planet but our-
selves. You don’t just sit back 
and wait for solutions, you take 
action and create them.”- HT - NZ Herald

Harry and Meghan  Picture: Getty Images

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan 
Picture: REUTERS

Harry and Meghan Picture: Getty Images
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 Color me & Win Contest  - Age 6 - 10

Brain teasers for kidsDraw your favorite Character and send us 

a) Billy’s mother had five children. The first was named Lala, the 

second was named Lele, the third was named Lili, the fourth was 

named Lolo. What was the fifth child named?

b) Choose the correct sentence: “the yolk of the egg is white” or 

“the yolk of the egg are white.”

c) It’s as light as a feather, but the strongest person can’t hold it 

for more than five minutes. What is it?

d) The more there is, the less you see. What is it?

e) What gets more wet while it dries?

f) You can find it in Mercury, Earth, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn, but 

not in Venus or Neptune. What is it?

g) It likes food, but water kills it. What is it?

h) What’s full of holes but can still hold water?

a) Billy,  b) Neither. Egg yolks are yellow, not white!,  c) Breath,  
d) Fog, e) A towel,  f) The letter “R”,  g) Fire,   h) A sponge

Name                Age       

Adress               

Email           Phone

      Post your entries to us at 714 Massey Road, Mangere, Auckland 2022 
Note: Entry Closing date 12 September 2019 by 3:00pm to enter in the draw

Name               Age          

Adress         

Email      Phone

Post your entries to us at 714 Massey Road, Mangere, Auckland 2022 
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Guru Foods Ltd.
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Contact:

Instant Pot Indian Butter 
Shrimp

INGREDIENTS

MARINADE
1/4 cup plain whole-milk 
yogurt
2 teaspoons ground cumin
2 teaspoons sweet paprika
2 teaspoons garam masala
2 teaspoons lime juice
1 1/2 teaspoons kosher salt
1 teaspoon freshly grated gin-
ger, use a microplane if you 
have one
1 garlic clove, grated with a 
microplane or minced
2 pounds large shrimp, peeled 
and deveined

SAUCE
4 tablespoons butter, divided
2 shallots, minced
2 garlic cloves, grated or 
minced
1 1/2 teaspoons grated fresh 
ginger
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon crushed 

red pepper flakes
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
1 (28-ounce) can diced toma-
toes, with juice
1 cup heavy cream
1/2 teaspoon finely grated lime 
zest
cooked basmati rice
chopped fresh cilantro

INST RUCTIONS
1. In a medium bowl, 
mix together yogurt, cumin, 
paprika, garam masala, lime 
juice, salt, ginger and garlic to 
make marinade. Stir in shrimp. 
Refrigerate for 15 minutes to 1 
hour.
2. While shrimp are 
marinating, prepare the sauce. 
Turn Instant Pot to “sauté” and 
add 2 tablespoons butter.
3. Once butter has melt-
ed, add shallots and a pinch of 
salt. Cook until golden brown, 
4 to 6 minutes.
4. Stir in garlic, ginger, 

red pepper flakes, and 1/4 
teaspoon salt and cook another 
1 to 2 minutes.
5. Stir in tomatoes and 
their juice, heavy cream, and 
another pinch of salt. Bring 
mixture to a boil. Then cover 
and set on high pressure for 8 
minutes. Make sure valve is 
turned to “sealing”. Release 
the pressure manually. When 
pin drops, remove the lid.
6. Turn on “sauté” mode 
and simmer the sauce to thick-
en, about 4 to 7 minutes.
7. Stir in the shrimp and 
marinade, the remaining 2 ta-
blespoons butter, and the lime 
zest and cook 2 to 5 minutes, 
or until shrimp are pink, being 
careful not to overcook. They 
will continue to cook in the 
sauce once you remove them 
from the Instant Pot.
8. Serve with rice and 
cilantro.
 -spicysouthernkitchen.com

This Instant Pot Indian Butter Shrimp recipe allows you to have 
restaurant quality Indian food at home. The tomato and cream-based 
sauce is flavoured with garam masala, garlic, cumin, fresh ginger, and 
paprika
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On August 8, the In-
dian Film Festival 
of Melbourne began 
their tenth year cele-

brations with an opening press 

conference that took place at 
Melbourne’s Central Business 
District. The award-winning 
film festival had several stars 
from Indian cinema such as 

Shah Rukh Khan, Vijay Seth-
upathi, Gayathrie Shankar, 
Tabu, Karan Johar, Arjun Ka-
poor, Sriram Raghavan, Rima 
Das and Zoya Akhtar in 

The Indian Film Festival of Melbourne began 
their tenth year celebrations on 8th August

Hold the phone! Selena Gomez is 
launching her own beauty line.

Selena Gomez                            Picture:eoline

-RTE

Lady Gaga Picture: RTE

Picture:bollywoodhungama

-bollywoodhungama

-eonline

attendance. Taking charge of 
the event, Mitu Bhowmick 
Lange, director of the festival 
introduced the programs of the 
festival. Martin Foley, Minister 
for Creative Industries for the 
Victorian Legislative Assembly, 
was also present at the event.
Shah Rukh Khan, the guest of 
honour at the festival, addressed 
the audience, “Many years ago 
in 2006-07, I came here when I 
was a rising superstar giving hit 
films after hit films. 
Now I am back here again, still a 
rising superstar... not making as 
many hit films (laughs), as much 
as I would want to do so. When 
I was shooting for Chak De in 
the city, I used to play Trivial (a 
game) with crew members on 
set. Because of being an Indian 
film actor, we often feel local-
ised. It’s thus heartening that 
because of the Indian diaspora 
— the second generation of In-
dians here, that Indian cinema is 
getting noticed.”
The Indian Film Festival of 

Melbourne will go on from Au-
gust 8 to 15 in Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. The festival will screen 
over 60 films from all across In-
dia and the subcontinent in over 
22 languages.
Bollywood Superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan was felicitated 
with the Excellence in Cinema 
Award. Vijay Sethupathi has 
bagged the Best Actor award for 
his recent release Super Deluxe.
The Best Film Award was 
bagged by Zoya Akhtar’s Gul-
ly Boy. National Award-winner 
Rima Das’s Bulbul Can Sing 
won the award for Best Indie 
Film. Tabu got the Best Actress 
Award for her performance in 
Andhadhun and Sriram Ragha-
van got the Best Director Award 
for the same film.
The Indian Film Festival of Mel-
bourne will go on from August 
8 to 15 in Melbourne, Australia. 
The festival will screen over 60 
films from all across India and 
the subcontinent in over 22 lan-
guages.

So start saving your coins 
and making room in 
your Alex drawers. 
After scoring countless 

fashion deals (she currently 
works with Puma and Coach), 

the “Wolves” singer is ready 
to dive into the beauty world. 
It appears she filed a trademark 
for “Selena Gomez” with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice on July 11, a week and a

half before her 27th birthday. 
The trademark was filed under 
her production company, July 
Moon Productions. So what will 
her beauty line entail? While the 
“Bad Liar” star is keeping things 
tight lipped (she has yet to make 
an announcement herself), it 
looks like her beauty brand will 
feature an array of products, in-
cluding “fragrances, cosmetics, 
hair care preparations, essen-
tial oils, skin care preparations, 
body care preparations” and 
so much more. News of Sele-
na’s own beauty line comes as 
no surprise, considering she’s 
been sporting more audacious 
makeup looks in recent months. 
Case in point: The “I Can’t Get 
Enough” singer made her make-
up the star of the show during 
the 2019 Cannes Film Festival. 

Attending the film festival for 
the first time, she donned dra-
matic looks that certainly made 
a grand entrance. She played up 
her lips with bold colors, rocked 
mesmerizing shadows and wore 
exaggerated cat-eyes to name a 
few. Of course, her go-to make-
up artist, Hung Vanngo, was to 
thank for her beauty looks.
All in all, it will be interesting to 
see what kind of products Sele-
na creates for her upcoming line 
and if they’ll coincide with her 
recent looks. Fans are crossing 
their fingers she comes out with 
shimmer shadows, colorful lip-
sticks shades, a cheek palette 
and more. With many celeb-
rities tapping into the beauty 
world, it will be fun to see what 
she brings to the market.

Lady Gaga reacts 
to mass shootings 
with schools fund

Prabhas turns ‘Bad Boy’ for Jacqueline Fernandez in SAAHO’S sizzling song

Jacqueline Fernandez has 
set the record of giving 
chartbuster songs with her 
impeccable dance and kill-

er moves. The actress is all set 
to sizzle in Saaho‘s upcoming 
song ‘Bad Boy’ featuring her 
and lead actor Prabhas where 
the audience is already awaiting 
the groovy number to add on to 
their playlists!
The actress has recently shot the 
special song of Saaho with Pra-
bhas in Austria. On her first-ev-
er collaboration with Prabhas 
and overall experience working 

with the team down South, Jac-
queline Fernandez shares, “We 
went into this song completely 
blindfolded, and yet, it’s turned 
out very well. It’s the first time 

that I worked with a team down 
South, and I was amazed that 
they work at such a fast pace. 
They’re so professional and 
well-prepared. Prabhas re-
hearsed all his moves with me 
on the set until he had nailed it.”

The first glimpse of the song 
‘Bad Boy’ was shown at the spe-
cial pre-release event of Saaho 
in Hyderabad. Since then, fans 
can’t keep calm to witness the 
magic of Jacqueline and Pra-
bhas together on screen for the 
first time ever in Saaho.

The whole nation is ready to 
celebrate the World Saaho Day 
on 30th of August as the film re-
leases on the same day. Starring 
Prabhas, an actor who enjoys 
pan India appeal. 
Paired with Shraddha Kapoor, 
the movie is being shot in three 
languages, Hindi, Tamil, and 
Telugu, simultaneously. Saaho 
is a high octane action thriller 
which is presented by T-Series, 
produced by UV Creations and 
directed by Sujeeth and is set to 
hit the theatres on August 30, 
2019.              - Bollywood Hungama

Following the recent 
mass shootings in Day-
ton, El Paso and Gil-
roy in the USA, singer 

Lady Gaga is setting up a part-
nership with the organisation 
DonorsChoose to fund 162 
classrooms in American cities.
DonorsChoose is an American 
organisation whose declared 
aim on their website ‘is to make 
it easy for anyone to help a 
classroom in need, 
moving us closer to a nation 
where students in every com-
munity have the tools and ex-
periences they need for a great 
education.’
Lady Gaga addressed the mass 
shootings on Facebook as fol-
lows: 
“My heart goes out to those 
who were taken from us too 
soon and to their families, loved 
ones, and communities who are 
left to grieve.
“Everyone has the right to laws 
that make them feel safe in their 
communities. In this moment, I 
want to channel my confusion, 
frustration, and fury into hope. 
Hope that we are there for each 
other and for ourselves. “Today, 
I find hope in the work of Do-
norsChoose.org and I’m proud 
to partner with them”

Prabhas, Jacqueline-Fernandez in a 
sizzling song
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food, tent, free: bottled water, 
candy floss, popcorn, samai, 
bounce castle, educational 
books, trophies, refereering, 
stalls and cleaning. The day 
was full of activities and an en-
joyable family day.
Chairperson of the tournament 
Mohammed Imran (Moli) 
worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes. 
He was the main person behind 
the success of this tournament.
Congratulations to Onehunga 
for winning the Tournament 
and going away with $500 cash 
and a trophy.  
Other winners: Nadi - Cup 
Runners Up, Viti Vanua - Plate 
winner and AMY Takanini 
Plate - Runners Up. Waikato 
managed by Br. Busksh and 
Porchester Youth managed by 
Br. Iftikar Khan lost in the Cup 
Semi-final.

The winning trophy was donat-
ed by Br. Mohammed Buksh in 
memory of his father Late Mo-
hammed Latif. 

New Zealand Fiji Eid Cup Tournament NZCSMYSA 
IDC 

Championship 

New Zealand Fiji Eid Cup Tournament WinnerTeam Onehanga Picture Supplied

The inaugural New Zea-
land Fiji Eid Cup was 
held on 28th July 2019 
at Rangomai Park, 

Flatbush. This was a 11 aside 
soccer tournament with only 
players from Fiji descent. Eight

teams took part and were di-
vided into 2 pools. Pool A had 
Viti Vanua, Westgate, Porches-
ter Youth, and Onehunga. Pool 
B had Waikato, Kelston Youth, 
AMY Takanini and Nadi. 
NZFEC organisers would like

to thank all brothers and sis-
ters that were part of FIJI Eid 
Cup. May Allah reward you all 
for your hard work before and 
during the tournament.  special 
thanks goes to our brothers and 
sisters who sup ported with

All Blacks coach 
Steve Hansen has 
heaped praise on 
captain Kieran Read 

after the team produced a 
crushing performance to retain 
the Bledisloe Cup.
After a poor performance and 
record defeat to the Wallabies 
in Perth last weekend, the All 
Blacks responded to the pres-
sure with a shutout 36-0 win at 
Eden Park.
The victory extends New Zea-
land’s hold on the Bledisloe to 
17 years, as well as their un-
beaten streak at their Auckland 
fortress to 43 matches.
After the team celebrated with 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern, 
Hansen said his skipper Read 

deserved a lot of credit for his 
part in the bounce back display.
“There’s been a lot of things 
said in the media and a lot of 
things spoken about within the 
team and that creates the pres-
sure to have to step up to the 
plate. 
“The guy that leads from the 
front is one of the guys who 
copped a lot of the criticism, 
the fella on my left here (Read).
“[I’m] extremely proud of how 
he led the week and how he 
played on the tonight.”
Read was one of many standout 
performers for the home side. 
Assistant coach Ian Foster said, 
for a couple of reasons, he 
wasn’t surprised to see the pair 
prove more assured at Eden 

Park. “When you’re starting 
some things off, it does take a 
little while for the instincts to 
kick in. We’ve seen that [with 
them] in the last couple of 
Tests.
“ On that night they were prob-
ably forced more into the two 
pivot role with the conditions 
and in some ways that made it a 
little bit easier.
“But it’s also a result of two or 
three solid weeks of playing 
and training together. Things 
just started to look a little bit 
more intuitive.” 
The result not only ensured 
the Bledisloe Cup would again 
stay in New Zealand, it also 
meant Hansen will never have 
relinquished the prized trophy 
during his tenure as All Blacks 
head coach.
Hansen, who is stepping down 
after this year’s World Cup, 
said that was a hugely satisfy-
ing fact. “That’s massive. As 
we’ve talked about for many 
years now, outside of the World 
Cup it’s the most important tro-
phy we have.
“We seem to have this thing 
in World Cup years where we 
come to that final [Bledisloe] 
game and we have to win it.
“It’s just a nice feeling to be 
able to say, well, not on my 
watch.”

Coach Steve Hansen 
says All Blacks skipper 
Read has silenced his 
critics

Photo: PHOTOSPORT

New Zealand Central South-
ern Muslim Youth Association 
is once again organising In-
ter District Championship at 
Central Energy Trust Arena in 
Palmerston North on 21st and 
22nd September 2019.
The tournament itself is quite 
unique,  where they will be 
hosting varieties of sports under 
one venue. NZCSMYSA has 
significantly worked very hard 
since their launching last year 
by preparing through in many 
spectrum throughout in each 
category.  They are now able 
to say that under one umbrel-
la NZCSMYSA is able to host 
many different events such as 
Mainstream Soccer, Kids Soc-
cer, Women’s Wing – Netball, 
Over 50’s and 40’s Veteran’s, 
Volleyball, Basketball, Cricket, 
and Badminton. This  kind of 
level of sports has never been  
seen in  this part of the country 
before. 
The aims and objectives of 
NZCSMYSA are to unite ev-
eryone together from every

At 
Central 
Energy 

Trust Arena 
in 

Palmerston 
North

district in this country regard-
less of race, culture or ethnici-
ty,  to bring peace and harmony 
within the society and at the 
same time have social environ-
ment where NZCSMYSA took 
initiative to host such kind of 
events. Where everyone comes 
under one platform to enjoy 
through the sports. 
Teams have been selected on 
regional, district areas to par-
ticipate which are from Hawkes 
bay, Manuwatu, Whanganui/
Taranaki, Wellington, South Is-
land (Christchurch), and Auck-
land. It is going to be a very 
fruitful tournament.

- RNZ

- By Abdul Zaheed
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Fiji Rugby named the 
squad to represent Fiji 
at the 2019 Rugby 
World Cup in Japan at a 

Media Conference at the Grand 
Pacific Hotel in Suva, Fiji.
Head Coach John McKee 
said the squad, captained by 
Dominiko Waqaniburotu,  has 

an opportunity to do something 
special for Fiji and is challeng-
ing the players to step up their 
intensity and commitment to 
make a real impact in Japan.
“I wish the players selected 
well and remind them of the re-
sponsibility they must take on 
in representing Fiji in a RWC,” 

said McKee.
 “With 35 days until our open-
ing match against the Walla-
bies now is the time to step our 
preparation up in the final phase 
to ensure we put ourselves in 
the best position to achieve our 
performance goals at RWC.”

The Fijian squad has an excit-
ing balance of youth and expe-
rience with 15 players heading 
to Japan for their debut Rugby 
World Cup and five players 
stepping out for their third ma-
jor tournament.
“I am very pleased to announce 
a group of players to represent 
Fiji at RWC 2019 which I be-

lieve has the potential to chal-
lenge for a place in the Playoffs 
from Pool D.”
“With selection made, players 
can focus completely on their 
preparation for RWC and being 
the best player they can be for 
the Team and for Fiji.”

“This is an exciting time for 
these men who have been se-
lected for the Flying Fijians 
heading to RWC in Japan. They 
must not let this opportunity to 
do something special for Fiji 
slip by.
McKee added there is only 
one way to achieve the goals 
the squad have set, and that is 

through putting in the effort.
“They must not merely wish for 
something special to happen. 
They must put in the hard work 
and commitment to make it 
happen,” McKee emphasized.
The Flying Fijians have a 10-
day camp from today before 
they fly to New Zealand to play 
their final test match against 
Tonga on the 31st of August at 
Eden Park.
The squad reassembles in Nadi 
for a week’s camp on the 2nd 
September where they will be 
farewelled at a formal dinner 
at the Sofitel on the 3rd before 
flying out to Japan on 6th Sep-
tember.
Rugby World Cup 2019 – Fly-
ing Fijians Matches
1. Fiji vs Australia 
(4.45PM, 21st September, Sap-
poro Drome, Sapporo, Japan)
2. Fiji vs Uruguay 
(5.15PM, 25th September, Ka-
maishi Recovery Memorial 
Stadium, Iwate Prefecture, Ka-
maishi City)  
3. Fiji vs Georgia 
(5.15PM, 3rd October, Hanazo-
no Rugby Stadium, Osaka Pre-
fecture, Higashiosaka City)
4. Fiji vs Wales (9th Oc-
tober, Oita Stadium, Oita Pre-
fecture)

Flying Fijians squad for 2019 Rugby World Cup 

The Vodafone Fiji foot-
ball coach Christophe 
Gamel has officially 
stepped down from his 

position due to family commit-
ments. He will leave the coun-
try at the end of this month.
Fiji FA President Rajesh Pa-
tel said with a heavy heart, we 
are officially announcing that 
our National Coach Christo-
phe Gamel would be leaving 
Fiji FA. “It is a sad day for us 
and football in the country as 
Gamel has done so much to lift 
the standard of football in the 
country.” Patel said they had 
agreed to this on a mutual un-
derstanding.
“It was a tough decision for him 

to make but his family back in 
France needs him more. We re-
spect his decision and wish him 
well for the future.” 
“Christophe went back to 
France after the Pacific Games 
to sort out things but sadly he 
could not do much and has 
made the decision to leave. He 
is leaving because of his family 
commitments.” 
“He proposed to coach the na-
tional teams on a part time basis 
but sadly our system and our ar-
rangement with the Fiji Sports 
Commission does not have any 
provision for part time coach-
ing,” said Patel
He said Gamel’s contract would 
officially terminate on August 

30, 2019. “Nevertheless, he 
has agreed to assist us as a liai-
son officer for Fiji FA and will 
help us secure matches against 
teams in Europe and Asia in fu-
ture,” said Patel. 
An emotional looking Gamel 
said he served Fiji with the best 
of his abilities and would return 
home with some fond memo-
ries.
“I enjoyed every moment of my 
stay here and want to thank Fiji 
FA, Government of Fiji, spon-
sors Vodafone, the districts, 
players, supporters and all Fiji-
ans for all the support.”
“I have to leave as my son needs 
me more in France. 
Family is important for me at 
this stage of my life but I will 
continue to help Fiji FA in ev-
ery way possible,” he said.
“Our ranking improved from 
189 to 163, our boys and girls 
teams won bronze medals in the 
Pacific Games and the girls also 
created history by reaching the 
final of the Nations Cup.”
“We tried to lift the standard 
of the game and get the teams 
to play more constructive and 
possession-based football and 
I am happy to see the standard 
go up and players lifting their 
game and playing with more 

passion and good discipline.”
“Fiji has some good potential 
and I will try to market some of 
our players to clubs in Asia and 
Europe and will also help Fiji 
FA by arranging build up games 
against some big countries.”
Gamel joined Fiji FA in January 
2017 and signed for 18 months 
and his contract was extended 
to a further four years in July 
2018.
Meanwhile goalkeeper Xavier 
Hanneuse will also depart with 
Gamel on the 30th of August.
Mr. Patel said Hanneuse who 
was hired on a short-term con-
tract will find it difficult to 
work without Gamel as he only 
speaks French and communica-
tion will be a barrier.

Gamel’s position will be adver-
tised soon and Fiji FA will also 
seek help from Oceania Foot-
ball Confederation in seeking a 
new coach for the country.
In the interim, Fiji Women’s 
Coach Marika Rodu, Sunil Ku-
mar and Lautoka Coach Ang-
inesh Prasad who are all B-Li-
censed coaches will look after 
the national teams while former 
national and Labasa goalkeep-
er Shamal Kumar will train the 
goalkeepers.

Vodafone Fiji football coach 
Christophe Gamel steps down 

Forwards: 
Loose-Head Props
Campese Ma’afu

Eroni Mawi
Peni Ravai

Hooker
Mesulame Dolokoto

Samuel Matavesi
Ratu Vere Vugakoto
Tight-Head Prop
Lee-Roy Atalifo
Manasa Saulo

Kalivati Tawake
Locks

Tevita Cavubati

Leone Nakarawa
Api Ratuniyarawa

Tevita Ratuva
Loose Forwards
Semi Kunatani
Viliame Mata
Mosese Voka

Dominiko Waqaniburotu
Peceli Yato

Backs:
Halfbacks 

Frank Lomani
Nikola Matawalu

Henry Seniloli

Inside Backs
Levani Botia
Jale Vatubua
Ben Volavola

Outside Backs
Vereniki Goneva

Filipo Nakosi
Waisea Nayacalevu

Semi Radradra
Josua Tuisova
Utility Backs

Joshua Matavesi
Alivereti Veitokani

Fullback
Kini Murimurivalu

The Flying Fijians Rugby World Cup squad are:

Fiji FA President Rajesh Patel and Vodafone Fiji football coach Christophe Gamel

- Fiji Rugby Union

- FFA

New Naduva 
Fired Up

The Fiji Airways Fiji-
an 7s speedster Alasio 
Naduva married Vasiti 
Tuilau at the Christian 

Mission Fellowship’s World 
Harvest Centre in Kinoya, 
Nasinu on Friday August 17, 
2019.

Hundreds of families and 
friends were present to witness 
as the newly-weds, who met in 
Nadi last year, exchanged their 
vows.

Also in attendance were mem-
bers of the Fiji Airways Fijian 
7s squad led by head coach Ga-
reth Baber. Naduva excitedly 
said: “This is a proud moment 
for me officially having the love 
of my life by my side.
 “I will support my husband all 
the way this season and during 
his rugby career,” said Vasiti 
Tuilau              -Fiji Sun.

Mr & Mrs Alasio Naduva

Picture: Fiji Rugby Union
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