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warfare ranging from guerrilla operations to 
significant criminal enterprises and is dedicated to 
refining the knowledge and efforts of those who 
face these threats.

8  The Counter Terrorist ~ April/May 2010

SNIPER VS. SNIPER
In Afghanistan

Firsthand:

Counter � e

By Corbett Rainsford

Hatred is a slow, calculating, cold-blooded business. There 

is no time for it in battle . . . I assure you that when I was 

behind the rifl e, the principal feeling was one of keen 

satisfaction and excitement of the same kind that the hunter 

knows. That’s the spirit. That’s what makes good rifl emen 

and good soldiers.
 — A Rifl eman Went to War, 

 by H.W. McBride

Photo courtesy of: Russel Klika, U.S. Army
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Afghanistan, it’s easy to get vertigo, and 

there is nothing better than running o�  

of that big tin can and getting to work.  

I was lucky to be there because I was an 

attachment.  I had just happened to be in 

the right place when they were heading 

out.  � e 47 set the tail ramp gently onto 

the steep terrain and I ran out the back, 

found some cover behind a rock in my 

assigned sector, and started milling out 

targets (estimating range with a scope’s 

mil reticle).  I burned windows through 

the vegetation and dialed in the correct 

elevation for the range.  People scurried 

nervously in the village below us, but I 

saw no weapons or anyone playing the 

part of a guerrilla.   
� e team was emplacing its Afghan 

commando platoons in defensive 

positions when J and I briefed the Team 

Sergeant and headed down a � nger to 

� nd a sniper/observer position.  I was 

on point initially.  As we made our 

way through the vegetation and rugged 

I knew he couldn’t 
see me, but I had 
to ask myself, “Is he 
looking for me?” 

Afghanistan from a Chinook helicopter. 
©istockphoto.com/tbrouns

 he � rst time I saw him I had 

 spent the last four hours crammed 

 uncomfortably between some rocks, 

my 7.62x51mm suppressed MK11 sat 

solidly on my shooting sticks, and I was 

borderline hypothermic.  We were on 

the fourth day of an operation near the 

border in eastern Afghanistan and it was 

cold.  No one had expected to be there 

more than 48 hours, but the weather 

had rolled in and we were stuck on the 

mountain.  � ere had been no resupply 

and there was no idea of when it was 

coming.  I didn’t care.  We had launched 

in response to a coalition observation post 

being overrun four days earlier, and now 

I was hunting the men who had killed 

Americans and possibly taken others 

prisoner.  I was hunting, and so was the 

man I saw before me now.  
It’s always something else when you are 

geared up in the back of a 47 (Chinook 

helicopter) as it makes its slow approach 

into an LZ.  � e terrain is towering in 

 he � rst time I saw him I had 

 spent the last four hours crammed 

 uncomfortably between some rocks, 

my 7.62x51mm suppressed MK11 sat 
T
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GSG 9 
TERRORIST APPREHENSION

Firsthand:

Counter 
� e

By Dieter Munzinger

On November 16, 1982, Christian Klar was the most 
wanted terrorist in Germany. He was listed as a second 
generation leader of the Red Army Faction (RAF) and, 
according to Germany’s Federal Criminal Police Offi ce 
(BKA), he was responsible for more than 20 terrorist 
attacks resulting in nine deaths and many injuries.
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On May 11, 1972, the RAF executed a bomb attack against U.S. Army personnel in Frankfurt, killing Lt Col. Paul Bloomquist and injuring 13 additional U.S. soldiers. � is incident was followed by bomb attacks on German police stations in Augsburg and München the following day, injuring 17 people.On May 19, 1972, the RAF carried out another bomb attack on the Axel Springer publishing house in Hamburg, injuring 17 people. Senior U.S. Army personnel in Heidelberg were targeted with a bomb on May 24. U.S. soldiers Clyde Bonner, Charles Peck, and Ronald Woodward were killed; � ve others were wounded.Andreas Baader was arrested with other RAF members on June 1, 1972. � e second generation of RAF terrorism emerged in 1974 with the rise of Christian Klar. Under his leadership, RAF terrorists killed chief federal prosecutor Siegfried Buback and his drivers Wolfgang Göbel and Georg Wurster on April 7, 1977.
On July 30, 1977, Klar and Brigitte Mohnhaupt (an RAF member) killed Jürgen Ponto, chairman of Dresdner Bank, in his home. On September 5, 1977, Klar and other RAF members abducted Federal Employer Association President Hanns Martin Schleyer and shot his close protection team and his 

W     e were briefed that    Klar, a former history   and philosophy student,  was very intelligent and extremely brutal.
� e RAF history is divided into three generations of terrorists. � e � rst generation (leaders: Andreas Baader, Ulrike Meinho� , Jan-Karl Raspe, and others) primarily wanted to cause the destruction of the German “governmental machinery.” � e second and third generations crimes additionally attempted to recover imprisoned RAF terrorists. � e organization carried out assassinations and abductions of important representatives from the � nancial and political � elds. 

 May 14, 1970, can be considered the birthday of the RAF. On that day, Andreas Baader, the � rst RAF leader, escaped from a prison in Berlin with the help of two terrorists. � ey shot and seriously injured two judicial o�  cers during a � re� ght.
After � nishing their training in Jordan (in Al-Fatah camps), the RAF members � nalized their “urban guerrilla” plan. � ey returned to Germany, robbed seven banks within 12 months (stealing approximately one million DM), and raided several weapon shops to prepare for action.
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