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The traditional Advent theme of 
waiting has taken on new poignancy 
this year as we try to protect 
ourselves and our friends, families 
and communities, and as we pray 
for those who are sick, those 
grieving loved ones, and health care 
workers courageously tending the 
sick.  
 
As we wait for Jesus to enter our 
lives and the world once again, 
we’re waiting in other ways also. 
We’ve already been waiting for 
months -who knew when we 
celebrated Easter socially distanced 
that here we’d be eight months 
later? So many people are 
exhausted -health care workers 
putting their safety on the line every 
day, parents juggling a constantly 
changing school schedule; those 
who have lost jobs; those who 
anxiously worry how they’re going 
to pay the next mortgage payment; 
people seeking out a food pantry for 
the first time; children who are 
befuddled and uncomfortable 
wearing masks; elders afraid to 
leave home; people living on their 
own who can’t imagine further 
isolation; grandparents missing 
cuddles with grandkids. And 
although we’ve had news of 
amazingly promising vaccines, still 
we wait. 
 

There’s a beautiful song called “I 
believe.” It’s an Advent anthem of 
sorts. It was composed by Mark 
Miller from words that were found 
scratched on the walls of a cellar in 
Cologne, Germany by a Jew hiding 
from Nazi persecution during World 
War II. These are the words: 
 
I believe in the sun even when it’s 
not shining.  
I believe in love even when I don’t 
feel it. 
I believe in God even when God is 
silent. 
 
Miller said these words helped him 
through a difficult period in his own 
life. Subsequent to that he wrote 
the song. Having been birthed 
through his own pain, the song is 
giving strength and comfort to so 
many. Our Advent services will be 
graced by Marty singing the song 
following the lighting of the Advent 
candles of hope, peace, joy and 
love. May the song give you 
strength and comfort also. 
 
Even as the days continue to 
shorten in this dark season, join us 
for Advent. 
 
See you in church, 
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(Thank you for keeping these people in your 
prayers this month. The prayer list is updated 
weekly.  If you know of someone who would 
like to be on the list, or removed from the list, 
please contact the church office.) 

• Bruce Becker 

• Deb Betz 

• Susan Betz 

• Lois Bogue 

• Rob Busch 

• Janice Carty 

• Tony Cirone 

• Liam Dickerson  

• Emily Emond 

• Fred and Happy 

• Steve, Brenda and Ethan Foltz 

• Mary and Dave Foltz 

• Victor Funderburk 

• Jane Furnas 

• Jean Heaps  

• Chip Hinton 

• Carl Jeckel 

• Sandy Jeckel  

• Sherry Jones 

• Julia Austin 

• Duane and Lois Kallen 

• Audrey Kieffer 

• Maggie 

• Joey Manning  

• Sandy Marquardt  

• Shirley Martin 

• Melissa Mauro     

• Karen McKnight  

• Evon Mulcahy 

• Johanna Nolan  

• Scott Nolan  

• Paula Pawlek 

• Ellen Peles  

• Maureen Pointer 

• Ryan Sayers  

• Tom Serra 

• Ruth Shaw 

• Lauren Shirshac 

• Jeremy Silvia 

• Charlene Smith 

• Sharon Sullivan 

• Len Taylor 

• Jeanne and Roy Warren 

• Ethel Watson 

• Kathy Weiland 

Love & blessings for our 
members & their families 
who serve our country… 

William Barnes Sarah Haas 

Jake Fedors Kyle Murphy 

Tye Frazer Oliver Murphy 

Eric Haas Sean Thorne 

Greg Haas Troy Hedman 

Ledyard Congregational Church 
wishes the following people  

a Happy Birthday and a  
blessed year ahead! 

Logan Godfrey 12/2 

Darlene Maskulak 12/3 

Ellen Brentson 12/4 

David Foltz 12/5 

Holly O’Toole 12/6 

Jane Christensen 12/7 

Curt Nelson 12/8 

Tom Schilke 12/8 

Janice Lehner 12/10 

Domonique Trinkley 12/11 

Duane Kallen 12/12 

Kassie Koehler 12/12 

Lori Shea 12/13 

Fred Allyn III 12/14 

Keegan Koehler 12/16 

Chris Schuft 12/17 

Michael Shea 12/18 

Cari Barnes 12/20 

Ernie Celotto 12/24 

Ethel Watson 12/25 

David Lees 12/27 

Hannah Lawrence 12/28 

Glen & Jane Christensen 12/21 

As we continue to follow the COVID-

19 protocols established by our 

state, Rev. Catriona will not be 

holding church office hours or 

community office hours. She may 

however be reached by phone at 

860-449-3279 or email 

revgrant.lcc@snet.net. 

The Church Office is currently 
closed, but messages and emails 

are being checked regularly.  

Please let us know if you are in 
need of any assistance. 

Phone: 860-464-9926 

Email: 
ledyard.cong.church@snet.net 

Website: 
www.ledyardcongregational.org 

mailto:ledyard.cong.church@snet.net
http://www.ledyardcongregational.org/
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December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 40:1-11 • Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 • 2 Peter 3:8-15a • Mark 1:1-8 

December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 • Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55 • 1 Thessalonians  
5:16-24 • John 1:6-8, 19-28 

December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 • Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  
• Romans 16:25-27 • Luke 1:26-38  

December 27 
First Sunday after Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 • Psalm 148 • Galatians 4:4-7  
• Luke 2:22-40 

Building Procedures 
We have instituted procedures for 
the safety of all those who need to 
enter the church. There are signs on 
the entry doors providing the details 
as outlined below. Please review 
and follow these 7 guidelines. 
Questions can be directed to Sue 
Burns.  
1. Please do not enter if you are not 
feeling well:  

• Fever or chills  
• Cough  
• Shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing  
• Fatigue  
• Muscle or body aches  
• Headache  
• New loss of taste or smell  
• Sore throat  
• Congestion or runny nose  
• Nausea or vomiting  
• Diarrhea  

2. Do not enter if you have traveled 
outside of Connecticut  
3. Mask must be worn  
4. Use hand sanitizer upon entering 
5. Physically distance yourself if you 
see others  
6. Please wipe down surfaces you’ve 
touched using wipes provided  
7. Contact Sue Burns to report that 
you have entered the Building:  

• Email sebcpa@gmail or  
• Call or text (860) 235-6637 and  
• Provide name, organization if 
any, and reason for visit  

 
Thank you! 

Center for Hospice Care 
227 Dunham St. 

Norwich, CT 06360 
860-848-5699 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

Unfortunately,  due to COVID19 we 
have not resumed our bereavement 
support groups at this time. Please 
watch for updated information on 
our website at https://
www.hospicesect.org/ as it becomes 
available. In the meantime, please 
contact us with any questions or 
concerns. 

LCC’S WINTER WEATHER 
GUIDELINES: 
 

During the months of December-
March, if our Sunday worship is 
canceled due to inclement weather 
it will be announced on our church 
website and on  WTNH Channel 8; 
WFSB Channel 3, or tune to WXLM 
980 AM; WMOS 102.3 FM; WELJ 
104.7 FM or WQGN 105.5 FM for 
closing announcements. 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=49
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=51
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=55
https://www.hospicesect.org/
https://www.hospicesect.org/
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We had close to 40 prospective 
donors, which is a very good 
participation level. From that, 25 
pints were successfully donated. 
There are several hurdles that need 
to be cleared for a prospective 
donor to be a successful donor, 
including temperature, blood 
pressure, and blood iron level. In 
addition, questions about 
medication, travel, and underlying 
conditions must be answered. While 
it is frustrating to hope to be a 
donor and not qualify, various 
factors can vary from day to day for 
anyone. People should not feel 
discouraged! Please try next time.  
 
There will indeed be a next time. 
Currently we have scheduled with 
the Red Cross for another drive in 
Fellowship Hall on Friday, January 
15th. The interval between now and 
then is sufficient for repeat donors 
from the October 26 drive. 
 
Fellowship Hall is an excellent venue 
for a blood drive. The Red Cross 
staff were very pleased with the 
layout and space available. Some 
locations they have used in the past 
do not qualify as sites during COVID-
19 regulations.  
 
Thank you to everyone who made 
our drive possible! 
  
SAVE THE DATE for our next Blood 
Drive  scheduled for Friday, January 
15th. 
 
Jill Thorne 

 
Town of Ledyard 2020 Holiday 

Donor Program 
 
This year due to COVID the Ledyard 
Social Services Holiday Gift Program 

Gales Ferry/Ledyard CROP Hunger 
Walk on Sunday, October 18th 

 

Thank you to everyone who walked 
and/or donated to the LCC team. 
The walk is organized annually by 
our four local churches, St. David 
Episcopal, St. Luke Lutheran, United 
Methodist, and Ledyard 
Congregational.   
 
As of 11/27 the Gales Ferry Crop 
Walk reported a total of $8,919.  We 
had four walkers from our church 
and raised over $1,878 and our 
church was 2nd in donations, which is 
pretty awesome!  
 

Red Cross Blood Drive held in 
Fellowship Hall 

 
On Monday, October 26, Fellowship 
Hall was the site of a Red Cross 
Blood Drive. It was well-supported 
by members of the congregation, 
both as donors and as volunteers. 
Locally held blood drives also 
provide opportunities for regular 
donors in the area to find a blood 
drive near their residence, so many 
of our donors were in that category. 

A message from  

is looking a bit different. Instead of 
the Holiday Food baskets and the 
Adopt–a-Family Program, they 
asked for $25 and $50 gift card 
donations to retailers and grocery 
stores. The gift cards are being 
distributed to families to purchase 
holiday dinners and gifts for their 
children.  
  
As we at LCC have participated in 
the previous Adopt-a-Family 
Christmas Programs, we developed 
a plan to take part in this year’s 
drive. We asked anyone who 
wanted to help out to make a check 
out to Ledyard Congregational 
Church with “Christmas Giving” on 
the “for” line on the bottom of the 
check and to send it  to Ellen 
Seeman. 
 
We received $900 dollars in 
donations! With that money Ellen 
was able to purchased numerous 
$25 gift cards from Target and $50 
cards from Stop and Shop! 
 
We are pleased that we found a way 
to continue our involvement in this 
very important Holiday Donor 
Program. Your gifts will go a long 
way to make Christmas just a bit 
brighter for our local families.  
 
Thank you for helping us support 
our local families in need this 
holiday season. 

Here’s two of our donors. Left, Mason 
Barnett and right, Silas Geer. 
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New London Homeless Hospitality 
Center Christmas Drive 

 
For the month of December, we will 
be collecting toiletries for both the 
Hospitality Center and for the 
Emergency Warming Shelters. 
Starting December 1st you will find 
the now familiar large storage tote 
under the overhang by the entrance 
to the church offices (Bill Library 
side). Please place your donations 
inside the tote and make sure the lid 
is closed tight. We will periodically 
retrieve the contents and store 
them until we can deliver them to 
the shelter. Below is a list of much 
needed items which the Hospitality 
center has suggested.  
 

• Tube of chap Stick 

• Travel size pkg. of tissues 

• Toothbrush 

• Travel size toothpaste 

• Small comb 

• Hotel size shampoo 

• Hotel size conditioner 

• Hotel size hand lotion 

• Travel size Band aids 

• Individual hand wipes 

• Pair of socks (both men’s 
and women’s) 

 
Ledyard Food Pantry’s 5-Year 

Anniversary 
 
December marks the fifth 
anniversary of the Food Pantry. So 
much has changed since it’s original 
opening, but the need for food 
assistance has not. Now more than 
ever, the Pantry is providing much 
needed food assistance for people in 
our community. What started out 
with 15-25 guests per month has 
now risen to over 95.  
Miki Leighton, one of the three 

current Supervisors, has told us that 
what started out as a small group of 
church members sitting around a 
picnic table discussing starting a 
mission of providing food to those in 
need, has now grown to more than 
30 volunteers. 
  
The operation of the pantry has had 
to make many changes to the way 
food is distributed due to COVID 
restrictions. One thing that hasn’t 
changed is that aside from providing 
food, volunteers at the Pantry are 
able to make personal connections 
with those regularly visiting the 
Pantry.  Many of the clients are 
older and retired and their weekly 
trip to the pantry has become a 
social outing.  
 
The continued success of the pantry 
is in large part due to the dedication 
of the many volunteers who give 
their time and energy to keep 
everything running smoothly.  It 
could not be happening without 
them and we all are extremely 
grateful. So next time you stop by to 
drop off a donation, be sure to tell 
them thank you and if you just 
happen to be driving by during the 
hours of operations, honk your horn 
to let them know how much they 
are appreciated! 
 
Your Mission’s committee continues 
to be amazed and grateful for the 
ongoing support from our church 
family in all our outreach endeavors. 
We continue to meet and define our 
mission and brainstorm new ideas. 
We welcome any idea/suggestions.  
 
Thank you! Your Missions 
Committee: Janet Barnet, Rev. 
Catriona, Ellen Lawrence, Miki 
Leighton, Meredith Schuft, Ellen 
Seeman, and Jill Thorne. 

Currently, there are only a few 
meetings along with our Sunday 
Worship Services on the December 
calendar due to guidance from the 
CDC, State, and our local UCC 
conference to continue practicing 
social distancing. 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
December 6th  

Morning Worship on Zoom and FB 
9:30am. 

Tuesday, December 8th 
Women’s Fellowship 2:00pm in 

Fellowship Hall 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 December 13th  
Morning Worship on Zoom and FB 

9:30am. 
4th Sunday of Advent 

 December 20th  
Morning Worship on Zoom and FB 

9:30am. 
Christmas Eve Services  

Thursday, December 24th  
Outdoor Worship Service also on 

Zoom and FB 4:30pm 
Evening Worship on Zoom and FB 

8:00pm 
Sunday, December 27th 

Morning Worship on Zoom and FB 
9:30am. 

 

Updates on activities and meetings 
will be listed in the weekly email 
blast sent out by the church office. 
If you are not currently receiving the 
weekly emails and would like to, 
please contact the church office and 
ask to be added to the list. In the 
meantime, stay safe, stay well! 
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As Ebenezer Scrooge discovered in 
“A Christmas Carol,” the holidays of 
the past, present, and future can 
look very different depending on our 
choices. This year is no exception. 
While the holiday season may look 
different than those of the past, the 
memories we make can shape our 
future. Many of us have holiday 
traditions that we have continued 
for years, sometimes generations, 
and it is very difficult to imagine not 
participating in those during this 
pandemic. But all hope is not lost, 
our faith, love, and memories begin 
within our hearts and home! 
 
Holidays of the past may have 
included festive parties and 
boisterous gift exchanges, special 
services and events at Church, 
different gatherings of all shapes and 
sizes that exuded joy and hope.  
This year, in the present, we are 
challenged to create new traditions.  
As we look for new ways to connect 
and celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and the joy that of the season, 
consider the following:  
 
An Advent Wreath for your home: 
Make one together or purchase one 
already made. Take a moment with 
your family and explain the meaning 
of each candle as you light it 
together. Make the Sundays in 
December a day to reflect, rejoice, 
and anticipate the upcoming 
celebration!  

 For those with little ones, part of the 
challenge, is to create meaningful 
moments at home with your 
children. Often times, special 
traditions and events are marked by 
going out or being with others. This 
year, we must look for ways to 
pause within our homes and mark 
the occasion with purpose and 
intent. Just as Jesus had a simple 
beginning in a manager, our 
moments with our children do not 
need to be elaborate to be 
meaningful. Candlelight, stories, and 
songs together can have great 
meaning and be worshipful within 
our homes.  
 
And who knows… perhaps your new 
present traditions will become 
something you’ll do in the future as 
well.  
 
With Joy, Hope, and Love, Jessica  
 

Luke 2: 8-12“  That night some shepherds 
were in the fields outside the village, 
guarding their flocks of sheep. 
Suddenly an angel appeared among 
them, and the landscape shone 
bright with the glory of the Lord. 
They were badly frightened, but the 
angel reassured them, “Don’t be 
afraid!” he said. “I bring you the 
most joyful news ever announced, 
and it is for everyone! The Savior—
yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 
been born tonight in Bethlehem! 
How will you recognize him? You will 
find a baby wrapped in a blanket, 
lying in a manger!” 

Candle 1 - Prophecy Candle (purple) 
Represents hope and anticipation of 
the coming Messiah 
 
Candle 2 - Bethlehem Candle (purple) 
Represents love 
 
Candle 3 - Shepard Candle (pink) 
Represents joy 
 
Candle 4 - Angle Candle (purple) 
Represents peace 
 
Candle 5 - Christ Candle (white and 
placed in the center of the wreath) 
Represents the life of Christ that came 
into the world 
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November 2020 
Dear members and friends, 
 
Do you remember the scene from the movie “The Wizard of Oz” in which the Cowardly Lion has just woken 

up from the sleep induced by the spell of the Wicked Witch of the West and sees the falling snow that Glinda 

the Good used to break that spell? The Lion looks around and says, “Unusual weather we’re havin’, ain’t it?” 

Next, imagine if the Cowardly Lion had been put to sleep back in February 2020, and now in November 2020 

had just woken up. Wouldn’t he look around at the world he saw and be equally astonished by how much had 

changed? 

 

Everyone wears masks, but they’re not bandits! Everyone Zooms, but 

they’re not even in their cars! Parents have first jobs for which they 

never leave home, and second jobs as teachers! More seriously: people 

sorrowfully decline to attend the birthday parties, weddings, 

graduations, and the like of their family members and friends—but 

they’re considered to be showing love, in a particularly responsible 

way. And, more to the point of this letter, you who have been faithful 

members and friends of the Ledyard Congregational Church—

sometimes for decades, even a lifetime—have not set foot in the church 

building for months. Instead, we mostly stay at home and peer at each 

other through computer screens. 

 

Our newly awakened Lion might be tempted to look around at the changed world and conclude that while he 

slept the world grew afraid. And indeed, many of us are concerned: for the health and well-being of ourselves, 

our children, and those who are particularly vulnerable. But no, that does not mean we are fearful. “For God 

has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love.” – 2 Timothy 1:7. Therefore we have used the power 

we have, and have acted on the love we feel, to continue to do God’s work in the world, even when so much 

has changed in that world around us. We have not fallen under a wicked spell of 

inaction; we have not been sleeping in a comfortable field of poppies! 

 

We have demonstrated that, even as we remain grounded in faith, we can adapt 

to different and rapidly changing circumstances; we have learned that, even in a 

crisis, we can look beyond ourselves and care for one another. In times like 

these, faith communities are called to step forth, and we have done so: 

• Our Tech Ministry Team has risen to the occasion, allowing us to continue 

to “gather” as a congregation in a variety of (responsible) ways. 

• We went ahead with our plan to hire a Director of Faith Formation, and 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love… 2 Timothy 1:7 



Jessica jumped right in and found ways to pursue that mission. 

• We have been responsive to the needs of those around us. As our neighbors 

lost their jobs and struggled to feed their families, we continued our five-

year hosting of the Ledyard Food Pantry in our renovated building, to the 

point where it has the “good” problem of outgrowing its space. 

• Similarly, we have continued to support the Homeless Hospitality Center 

in New London, as well as many other local and global ministries. 

• Our congregation has continued to care for our resettled Syrian refugee 

family, beloved to many in the congregation. 

 

These are just some of the things that—because of your participation, financial and otherwise—this church has 

been able to bring to life or continue. If there’s anything this crazy year has made even more clear to faith 

communities everywhere, it’s this: the church is its people. Friends, we have relearned the truth that we can be 

the church without a building, but we can’t be the church without you! Thank you for being a part of the faith 

community that is Ledyard Congregational Church. 

 

We invite you to continue to be an active and supportive part of the life of 

this church family. The pledge card provides an opportunity for you to make 

a commitment to contribute to the work of this church financially over the 

coming year. Your other contributions, in time and talents, continue to be 

appreciated; but for some necessary things, unfortunately, there is no 

substitute for a financial pledge! Please reach into your pocket—and your 

heart—and make a generous pledge. Note: a pledge represents your best 

estimate of what you will be able to give in 2021; it creates a goal for you to 

strive toward; but no one is going to hold you to a promise that becomes 

impossible to fulfill if your circumstances change. 

 

If you have not had a chance to fill out a pledge card, you can use the one below and return it to the church 

office. Thank you in advance for your generous commitment. 

 

The members of your Stewardship Committee: 

Chris Schuft, Bill Saums, Paul Johnson, Rob Ayer, and Rev. Catriona Lanza 

 

This pledge may be revised by notifying the Church Treasurer.  

Thank you for your pledge! 

Detach on dotted line and  

retain for  your records. 

Ledyard Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ 

Ledyard, CT  06339 

My annual pledge for 2021 is:  

 $  ________________  

To be paid: 

Weekly $  ________________  

Monthly $  ________________   

Quarterly $  ________________  

Annually $  ________________  

       Date  _________________  

Ledyard Congregational Church 

722 Colonel Ledyard Highway, Ledyard, CT  06339 

My/our annual pledge to Ledyard Congregational Church for 2021 is $  ____________________  
 

Paid as follows: Weekly $ _________________ Monthly $ ________________  
 

 Quarterly $ _________________ Annually $ ________________  
 

 Name  ______________________________________________________________________ 
   

 Address  ________________________________________________________________  

Signed,  ___________________________________________________  Date __________  

860.464.9926 • Ledyard.cong.church@snet.net • www.ledyardcongregational.org 

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love… 2 Timothy 1:7 
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We’ve come upon the busy season 
at the pantry. In November, despite 
Ledyard being declared a red zone 
due to Covid, the Boy Scouts picked 
up many food donations for the 
pantry and pantry volunteers dated, 
sorted, boxed and stored all the 
products. 
 
We also had a successful “Stuff a 
Cruiser” with which the pantry was 
able to provide to our guests plus 
any Ledyard citizen who needed 
”fixins” for their Thanksgiving 
dinner.  The pantry is hoping that 
people in Ledyard will come for the 
fixings and then sign up to use the 
pantry. 
 
At the Fireside Restaurant in Gales 
Ferry and at the Gallup Hill Baptist 
Church you will find drop off boxes 
for the food you would like to 

donate if for whatever reason you 
cannot get to the pantry. 
The last stats we have are October’s 
and they indicate that we gave out 
2,817 meals. That includes 91 
registered guests, farm to family 
boxes and 5 non-vetted shoppers.  
 
The Pantry is now operating out of 
the Lester Room and Fellowship Hall 
at Ledyard Congregational Church. 
Thank you to Jim Ball who got 
the ramps in front of a few doors for 
our guests’ convenience and Bill 
Saums and Bill Dawson who 
replaced and repaired lights so we 
could see on Thursday nights when 
we pack our guests’ bags. 
 
The Town Hall is providing Gift Cards 
to our guests for the holidays so you 
may donate money for their 
purchase directly to the pantry and 
we will make sure the town gets 
them. 
 
The church opened the pantry 5 
years ago this month. When the 
town had the pantry they were 
serving about 15-25 guests a month 
and it has only grown in the past 5 
years. There is a food inequality in 
the community and the pantry is 
addressing that need daily and 
constantly re-evaluating the 
process. 
 
Thank you! 

Tidbits from the Pantry… 
where our faith meets life. 
 
Submitted by Carol Gauthier 

January Chatter 

Deadline is 

Tuesday, 

December 15th.  

 

We will continue to plan for the 

events we know about and I’ll 

be looking for submission of our 

regular  articles. Timely 

submissions are always greatly 

appreciated! Please email your 

article to me at: 

chrisandmeri@gmavt.net. 

 

Thank You, Meredith Schuft 

Please let Rev. Catriona and the 
church office know if someone is ill, 

hospitalized or in need  
of a phone call! Thank you! 

The Prostate Cancer Support Group 
meetings are temporarily suspended 

per orders of Yale-New Haven 
Health. 

 

For more information and questions 
please contact John Clark at  

(860) 464-7651 

Thank you. We hope to be able to 
resume these meetings soon. 

Support Group 

UPDATE FOOD PANTRY HOURS! 
 
Please note, the Pantry has 
changed their hours of operations. 
 

Monday: CLOSED 
Tuesday: 9:00 am—11:00am 
Wednesday: CLOSED 
Thursday: 9:00 am—11:00am 
Friday: CLOSED 
Saturday: 9:00 am—11:00am 
Sunday: CLOSED 
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Sunday Morning Worship Services 
Update 

 

Now that the cold weather has 
returned, we will be going back to 
virtual worship services only on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30am.  
 
Although we were blessed with 
beautiful fall weather to continue to 
meet outside through mid 
November, we now are returning to 
on online worship only. Thank you 
to everyone who joined us both in 
person and online these past nine 
months. We are grateful to 
everyone who has made these 
services possible, especially our 
Tech Team!  We have all learned 
how to do church in a new way 
recognizing  that “the church is not a 
building, the church is the people”.   
  
Directions for how to join either on 
zoom or on FaceBook are available 
in the weekly email blast sent out by 
the church office or by  a phone call. 
If you are not currently receiving 
these emails or a phone call and 
would like to, please contact the 
church office via email: 
Ledyard.cong.church@snet.net or 
via phone:  860-464-9926. 
  
Hope to see you online Sunday! 

"O Come, O Come, Emmanuel" 
 
Historically an Advent song, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” exudes the 
angst of a people waiting for their Savior. With references to the Rod of 
Jesse and the Key of David, it envelopes the Old Testament prophecies of 
Jesus Christ, which brings the New Testament into an even brighter light. 
The first verse of the song speaks of the Son of God appearing. When we 
sing this classic Christmas carol, we are lauding the Lord over stanzas of 
Scripture that took over 800 years to be fulfilled. Isaiah spoke of the 
Messiah’s birth around 740-680 BC: “Therefore the Lord himself will give 
you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call 
him Immanuel.” Centuries later, Matthew recorded these words: “The 
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel” (which means “God with us.”) 

Something to color while you wait for the baby Jesus to be born. Merry Christmas! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
What a joy to celebrate ten years! 
Thank you so much for the 
meaningful liturgy in worship; the 
drawings from the LCC kids crafted 
into a beautiful, bright stole; cards 
with remembrances; flowers and 
goodies. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! And most especially 
thank you for ten years of mutual 
ministry. How did it go by so fast?! 
I’m so grateful to be in ministry with 
you all, and through these 
challenging times, looking forward 
to the future.  
 
Thank you, and God bless you, 
Catriona 

Ext 2152 

Annual Report Reminder: All Annual 
Report submissions (except financials) are 

due in the church office no later than 
December 14, 2020.   

 

Thank you for submitting on time. 

Sunday, January 31, 2021  

11:00 a.m. Via Zoom 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Evergreen Trees were the symbol of 
eternal life. Martin Luther 
introduced them to the Reformation 
Church as a picture of our endless 
life in Christ, by bringing in a tree to 
his family on Christmas Eve lit with 
candles (Isaiah 60:13). 

Candles are a picture that Christ is 
the Light of the world (John 8:12). 

Holly speaks of the thorns in His 
crown (Matthew 27:29). 

Red is a color of Christmas that 
speaks of Christ's blood and death. 

Gifts are a reminder of the gifts of 
the Magi to baby Jesus. Each of 
them speak to a component of His 
incarnation: Majesty in life, Bitterest 
Agony in Death and He as Gods 
Perfect gift to us (Matthew 2). 

The Christian 
Meaning  

Behind Ancient 
Traditions 
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Update Your Information 
  

We would like to be sure to have your most current contact information and 
to add your birthdays and anniversaries to our database and monthly Chatter 
listings. Please send any updates to the church office. (i.e. name, address, 
phone, email, important dates, and/or any other updates). Thank you! 

From the  
Director of 

Marty Wirt 

Be careful this holiday season. 
 
The raging pandemic in which we 
are embroiled has taken a personal 
significance to me, and perhaps to 
many others at Ledyard 
Congregational Church: finally, 
someone I know personally has 
succumbed to this virus. 
 
COVID-19 is having a bigger impact 
each day, day after day, across 
Connecticut and across the nation. 
It will get worse, perhaps much 
worse, before it gets better. It will 
infect millions and kill hundreds of 
thousands before it's over. It will 
likely cause ripple effects on our 
daily life for years or perhaps 
decades to come. 
 
You can choose to make small 
sacrifices this holiday season that 
will mitigate COVID's effects. You 
can limit travel, avoid congregating 
indoors with those outside your 
bubble, and modify your holiday 
traditions for the sake of our 
collective health and safety. I realize 
that this may conflict with our deep-
seeded impulse as humans to 

gather with family and friends in 
close proximity; to eat, drink, and 
celebrate together; to hug and kiss 
our loved ones. I fear that a kind 
of fatigue has set in, a weariness 
with having to cope with a global 
health crisis. But we are engaged in 
the fight of our lives against an 
enemy that doesn't care about 
circumstances, traditions, or 
feelings. 
 
I also appreciate the extent to which 
COVID has interfered with our 
weekly worship services, church 
meetings, and, to an extent, 
community involvement. It breaks 
my heart to not be able to re 
convene our senior choir or have a 
sanctuary full of congregants. It's 
even more disheartening to know 
that the 'finish line' when concerts, 
festivals, and full-size weddings can 
happen again will continue to be a 
distant mirage until we get our act 
together. Still, I implore you to do 
your part by following safety 
protocols as delineated by our 
public health experts, no matter 
how inconvenient, no matter for 
how long. Together we will emerge 
from this scourge if we cooperate. 
 
Sincerely, 
Martin Wirt, music director and 
fellow human  

PLEASE LEAVE ALL 
INTERIOR DOORS CLOSED 

WHEN THE BUILDING IS NOT 
IN USE. THIS IS NECESSARY 

FOR FIRE SAFETY PURPOSES. 
THANK YOU! 

 
We want to thank all those who 
tirelessly prepared for our outdoor 
services this fall as well as all those 
who attended. It was wonderful to 
worship together in person again 
and to see so many people. The 
weather has turned a bit cold to 
continue outdoors on a regular 
basis, but we are continuing to bring 
Sunday services to the congregation 
via Zoom and Facebook Live. 
Unfortunately, we do not feel it is 
time yet to return to indoor services 
due to the uptick in COVID cases in 
Connecticut.  
 
The Board of Worship and Music is 

in the process of planning an 

outdoor Christmas Eve service, so 

keep an eye out for details on this!  

We will continue to meet to review 
the situation and will keep you 
informed.  
 
The COVID 19 Team 
Ken Burger, Sue Burns, Dolly Hayes, 
Reverend Catriona Lanza, Meredith 
Schuft and Ellen Seeman  
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On Tuesday, November 10th, 
Women's Fellowship was once again 
able to hold our meeting on the 
front lawn of the church. We were 
blessed with another beautiful day!  
John Cusmano, President of LEAF 
(Ledyard Education Advancement 
Foundation) was our guest 
speaker. "The mission of LEAF is to 
marshal the community's resources 
in support of educational programs 
that promote excellence and 
enhance student achievement in 
Ledyard Public Schools. LEAF 
disburses grants to Ledyard Public 
School teachers for targeted 
programs that promote excellence 
and enhance student 
achievement. LEAF grants 
encourage creativity and 
innovation. LEAF has distributed 
over $600,000 in grants since 
2003.”  We are indeed fortunate to 
have this wonderful organization in 
our community. 
 
We decide to spend this year’s 
meetings highlighting some of our 
local non-profits. So far, we have 

had presentations from Gale Wilson 
from the Ledyard Garden Club, 
Cindy Eilenberger, a volunteer with 
Ledyard CHAIN (Citizens Helping 
Animals in Need), and John 
Cusmano. 
  
Our Red Sleigh Harvest Bazaar  on 
Saturday, November 7th was a 
huge success. The weather was 
beautiful and so many people 
commented on how happy they 
were that we went ahead and held 
the event this year. No one seemed 
to mind that we had to make several 
adjustments to our normal offerings 
due to COVID restrictions.  Although 
the revenue was down from 
previous years, we were still able to 
make over $4,000. Pam Ball did a 
fantastic job planning and organizing 
the event. Although she said “I can’t 
thank everyone enough for pitching 
in”, there is no doubt that it all 
wouldn’t have happened without 
her!    
 
Our next Women’s Fellowship 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
December 8th at 2:00pm in the 
church Fellowship Hall. We will be 
putting together Christmas Gift bags 
which will then be distributed to our 
church families. We also will have 

Christmas music and hopefully a 
“Christmas themed” trivia game.   
 
We are looking forward to an 
exciting year ahead where we will 
continue to highlight some of our 
local non-profits. 
 
Women’s Fellowship is open to all 
women of Ledyard Congregational 
Church. You do not need to be a 
member! Hope you will join us. 
 
Meredith Schuft, for Women’s 
Fellowship 
 
Photos from the Bazaar. Bottom left, our 
ornament table, below the Cookie Ladies, 
and our Pie Lady! 
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