PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION OF PS 199, INC.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
December 15, 2017
8:45 a.m.

ATTENDANCE: SEE SIGN‐IN SHEET ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES
LOCATION: PS 199 Cafeteria

AF
T

CALL TO ORDER (Ginger Schuster)
 After determining that a quorum was present, the meeting was called to order by the President, Ginger
Schuster, at 8:47 a.m. Eastern
PRELIMINARY MATTERS – APPROVAL OF MINUTES & SIGN‐IN SHEET (Ginger Schuster, Ron Erlichman)
 Approval of Minutes ‐ Ron Erlichman reported that the minutes for the November 29, 2017 PTA General
Meeting were posted to the PTA website earlier this morning and that in the event that anyone had not
had an opportunity to review them, printed copies were available next to the sign‐in sheet at the front of
the room. A motion to approve the November 29, 2017 PTA General Meeting minutes as posted on the PS
199 PTA website and distributed at the meeting was made by Scott Oscher and seconded by Lara Bursor.
There being no objections or abstentions, the motion was unanimously approved.

R

PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Ginger Schuster)
 The President reminded the general membership of some of the upcoming events, including Movie Night
(January 5), Fitness Fundraiser (January 19), Parents as Partners (January 25) and Broadway Night (January
28).

D

COMMITTEE REPORT (Ginger Schuster, Jenn MacFarlane, Scott Oscher)
 Fitness Fundraiser – The President provided a quick report on the Fitness Fundraiser being held on January
19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. and that the guest host would be Relentless Achievers.
 Annual Auction – The President introduced Jenn MacFarlane to discuss the upcoming Annual Auction and
informed everyone that the event raises approximately 50% of the PTA’s annual operating income. Jenn
reminded the general membership of the date (March 10, 2018) and location (Stage 48) and that in
addition to helping with the production of the event, the most immediate and pressing need is for
donations and volunteers.
 Broadway Night – Scott Oscher provided a report on Broadway Night, including the fact that the event
sold out in 15 minutes and that there is currently a waiting list of approximately 130 people. Scott noted
that Passport Program members received tickets with their Passport Program but requested that if they
were not going to attend if they could respond to the RSVP inquiry in January, it would not only help to
accommodate people on the wait list but to also generate more income for the PTA.

RULER PROGRAM PRESENTATION (Anu Sehgal, Dr. Robin Stern)
 Anu Sehgal introduced Dr. Robin Stern, the co‐founder of the Ruler program. She noted that Dr. Stern is a
licensed psychoanalyst, educator and author of two books with over 25 years of experience in treating
individuals, couples and groups. Dr. Stern currently serves as Associate Director of Yale Center for
Emotional Intelligence.








Dr. Stern discussed a survey of High School Students and asked the membership what they thought the
primary feelings of those students. Over 75% indicated that they were tired, stressed or bored. Anger,
sadness and anxiety were also indicated.
A discussion of the difference between emotions and feelings was held along with Dr. Stern quizzing the
general membership about how to distinguish between the two.
Dr. Stern then conducted an exercise of going through a day in your child’s life by having parents stand
back‐to‐back, close their eyes and visualize a day in the life of their child. The objective was to take a
moment to try to put yourself in your child’s shoes during the course of an average school day.
Q&A – A question was asked about what was causing the stress. Dr. Stern indicated that she thought a
large portion was attributable to technology. This resulted in a discussion about how to manage
technology. Dr. Stern recommended enforcing limits and informed the membership that it is never too
late or too early to deal with technology issues with your children.

AF
T

PRINCIPAL’S Q&A (Louise Xerri)
 Principal Xerri thanked everyone for attending and that she hoped that these techniques would prove to
be helpful in the future.
 She reminded everyone that next week is the last week before the Holidays and encouraged everyone to
take some time to slow down during the break.
TREASURER’S REPORT (Dijana Jovanovic)
 2017/18 Approved Budget – Dijana provided a report of the current financial condition of the PTA and
indicated that as of November 30, 2017, total income was approximately $344,000, up 11% from the same
time last year, and overall expenses were approximately $339,000, which was down from last year at the
same time by approximately 17%.
 She also noted that family giving and corporate matches continued to remain higher than at the same
point last year.
 Dijana noted that Amazon and Fairway revenues were down so she encouraged the general membership
to be certain to use those tools if they were going to be shopping with these retailers.

R

OLD BUSINESS
 None

NEW BUSINESS
 None

D

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Jenn MacFarlane to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Bridget Clark‐Burdach.
There being no objections or abstentions, the meeting was adjourned at 10:16 a.m.
Minutes prepared by:

Ron I. Erlichman
Recording Secretary
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