PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION OF PS 199, INC.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
November 29, 2017
8:45 a.m.

ATTENDANCE: SEE SIGN‐IN SHEET ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES
LOCATION: PS 199 Cafeteria
CALL TO ORDER (Ginger Schuster)
 The meeting was called to order by the President, Ginger Schuster, at 8:47 a.m. Eastern
PRELIMINARY MATTERS – APPROVAL OF MINUTES & SIGN‐IN SHEET (Ginger Schuster and Ron Erlichman)
 Approval of Minutes ‐ Ron Erlichman reported that a couple of typographical errors were identified in the
version of the minutes for the October 19, 2017 PTA General Meeting that was posted to PTA website. A
motion to approve the October 19, 2017 PTA General Meeting minutes as posted on the PS 199 PTA
website with the typographical errors corrected was made by Scott Oscher and seconded by Rebecca
Zimba. There being no objections or abstentions, the motion was unanimously approved.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Ginger Schuster)
 Why are we all here? The President took an opportunity to remind the general membership of the PTA’s
mission, its importance to the school and its daily activities and functions – such as funding certain
activities not supported by the Department of Education – and that participation beyond just monetary
donations was critical.
 She reflected on the history of PS 199 and how not that long ago it was a challenged school and that the
reason that PS 199 is the school it is today is because of the community that was created through the
involvement of parents.
 The President noted how much work goes into the PTA functions and complimented the efforts of the
Executive Board and all the volunteers. In particular, she thanked the Co‐Corresponding Secretaries, Jenn
MacFarlane and Claudia Jannucci, for their extraordinary efforts in the area of improving communications,
including the PTA Newsletter and Konstella.
TEACHER’S REPORT ‐ FUNDATIONS (Ms. Moulton, Ms. Ramos and Ms. Trench)
 Ms. Trench (Second Grade) introduced the teacher presentation topic – a discussion of the Fundations
program used at PS 199 to help teach writing and spelling.
 Ms. Moulton (Kindergarten) provided a presentation of the topics covered in the Fundations program for
Kindergarteners, including verbalizations, letter formation, phonological awareness and high frequency
words. Ms. Moulton shared some videos of her class implementing the Fundations program.
 Ms. Ramos (First Grade) provided a presentation of the Units and topics covered in the Fundations
program in First Grade, which are Units 1‐3 of Level 1. Ms. Ramos also took the opportunity to share a
sample video from her class.
 Ms. Trench reported on the topics and types of spelling tools that are covered in the Fundations program
in Second Grade, which she noted was building on what the students learned in Kindergarten and First
Grade. To emphasize the amount of information that is covered in Second Grade, she projected an image







of the spelling board at the beginning of the year and at the end of the year to contrast the difference in
complexity between where the children start and finish in Second Grade.
Ms. Trench concluded with a discussion of how to assist at home. She suggested that it would be best to
not correct children’s spelling at home but to try to implement some of the techniques, such tapping
vowels, clipping sounds, etc.
Ms. Moulton noted that asking students what they did in Fundations that day was a very simple and
effective way to reinforce the program.
Rebecca Zimba inquired whether this program would be used in higher grades. Principal Xerri noted that
this is a preventative program and is best used in the K‐2 grades.
Lara Bursor asked how frequently the program was used. Ms. Trench noted that this something she uses
every day and that she spends about 30‐40 minutes each day using the program.

FUNDRAISING TOPICS (Gayle Slonim and Lara Bursor)
 Camp Auction ‐ Gayle Slonim and Lara Bursor gave a report on the Camp Auction. They noted that a link
was sent out on Constant Contact. They also informed the membership that the Camp Directors would be
happy to receive communications from parents with any questions.
 Box Tops ‐ A discussion was held about modifying the Box Top program going forward so that it would be
donated to an organization that could use the Box Tops. A question was raised about how much money
was involved in the Box Tops program. Ed Aldridge indicated that he believed that it was in the range of
$600‐800 in the aggregate per year in the past. A motion was made by Rebecca Zimba and seconded by
Jill Erlichman to modify the Box Top program going forward so that the Box Tops would be donated to a
community organization that the Executive Board determined could best use the Box Tops. There being
no objections or abstentions, the motion was unanimously approved.
COMMITTEE REPORTS (Ginger Schuster; Rebecca Zimba; Jenn MacFarlane)
 Book Fair – Rebecca Zimba reported on the Book Fair and noted that it was an excellent event and a lot of
work – for which she thanked all those that participated. She reported that while the final numbers had
yet been completed, the Book Fair sales would be over $30,000.
 Salsa Night – The President reminded everyone that Salsa Night was coming up on Friday, December 1st
and encouraged everyone to attend.
 Broadway Night – A report was given about Broadway night including the price of tickets, the anticipated
date that the tickets would be sold and the implementation of a new VIP ticket area. An email opening up
ticket sales was going to be sent this coming Monday, December 4.
 Holiday Party (Vitoria Micalizzi) – Victoria reported that the Holiday Party would be held next Saturday,
December 9. She informed the general membership that it was a free community event and described
some of the activities that would be offered. Victoria also noted that they needed volunteers and asked
that people look for the link on Konstella.
 Bake Sale (Abigail Schlaff) – Abigail noted that while the Bake Sale did not quite meet fundraising goal,
they came very close and that overall it was another success. She noted that in particular children
involvement was the key to success this year.
 Annual Auction (Jenn MacFarlane) – Jenn MacFarlane reminded everyone that the Annual Auction was
being held earlier this year on March 10 and would once again be at Space 48. She emphasized the need
for donation.
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT (Scott Oscher)
 Scott Oscher reported that the PTA would be hosting Robin Stern, founder of the Ruler Program at the
next PTA meeting on Friday, December 15, 2017.
 Scott also reported on the Parents as Partners Event which would be held on January 25, 2018 in the
evening which will provide an opportunity to learn from the teachers about how to support your child’s

education at home. He noted that there would be limited spots so he encouraged everyone to sign‐up
once the sign‐up sheets were released.
PRINCIPAL’S Q&A (Louise Xerri)
 Principal Xerri encouraged everyone to volunteer and to those who were volunteering to encourage those
who they know (and not currently volunteering) to volunteer.
 Rebecca Zimba inquired about any follow‐up on the lunch line issue, which Principal Xerri noted she was
still looking into and working on addressing any issues.
 A discussion regarding rats in the playground ensued and the lack of responsiveness of 311. Principal Xerri
recommended raising this issue at the next Community Board meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT (Dijana Jovanovic; Ron Erlichman)
 2017/18 Approved Budget – Dijana provided a report of the current financial condition of the PTA and
noted that total income at this point was approximately $287,000, which was up 20% from this point last
year, and overall expenses were approximately $307,000, which was down from last year same time
 She noted that unfortunately paper and toner expenses were double what they were last year at this time
 Ron Erlichman informed the general membership that at the October 12, 2017 Executive Board Meeting,
the Executive Board voted to approve the expenditure of up to $20,000 out of the Technology,
Computers, Smartboards and Laptop line item to purchase up to 96 laptops/mice and 3 carts. He noted
that the final expenditure was in the amount of $19,125.54.
OLD BUSINESS
 None
NEW BUSINESS
 None
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by the President to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Jill Erlichman. There being
no objections or abstentions, the meeting was adjourned at 10:17 a.m.
Minutes prepared by:

Ron I. Erlichman
Recording Secretary

