PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION OF PS 199, INC.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
October 19, 2017
6:30 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: SEE SIGN‐IN SHEET ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES
LOCATION: PS 199 Cafeteria
CALL TO ORDER (Ginger Schuster)
 The meeting was called to order by the President, Ginger Schuster, at 6:45 p.m. Eastern
PRELIMINARY MATTERS – APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Ginger Schuster)
 A motion to approve the September 27, 2017 PTA General Meeting minutes as posted on the PS 199 PTA
website was made by Scott Oscher and seconded by Leslie Cawdron. There being no objections or
abstentions, the motion was unanimously approved.
ELECTION (Ginger Schuster, Angeline Huang)
 Angeline Huang, Co‐Chair of the Nominating Committee, lead the Fall Election Process
 Angeline informed the general membership that the available positions were one (1) Vice President
position and up to seven (7) Parent‐at‐Large positions (assuming the Vice President position was filled).
 VP Election
o Angeline informed the general membership that Dorine Grollman had been nominated.
o An opportunity was presented for nominations from the floor but none were offered so the
nominations were closed.
o Dorine was given the opportunity to make a statement to the general membership, which she did
o As the election was uncontested, a motion was made by Andrea Steinkamp and seconded by Rebecca
Zimba to have the Recording Secretary cast one vote in favor of Dorine Grollman for the office of Vice
President, which motion and election of Dorine Grollman to the office of Vice President was approved
without objection or abstention.
 Parent‐at‐Large Election
o Angeline informed the general membership that as a result of filling the open Vice President position,
there were seven (7) Parent‐at‐Large positions open
o Angeline provided a list of seven (7) parents who had been nominated
o An opportunity was presented for nominations from the floor but none were offered so the
nominations were closed
o All of the nominated parents (see list below) were provided the opportunity to make a statement to
the general membership, which opportunity was provide in alphabetical order by last name
(1) Moe Bardach – Angeline read a statement on behalf of Moe
(2) Annette Bhatia – Annette was not present and no statement on her behalf was made
(3) Jill Caruso – Jill was present and made a statement
(4) Melissa Dye – Scott Oscher read a statement on behalf of Melissa
(5) Sebastien Lieng – Sebastien was present and made a statement
(6) Judy Slater – Judy was present and made a statement
(7) Kate Stephan – Kate was not present and no statement no statement on her behalf was made

o

As the election for each of the open PAL positions was uncontested, a motion was made by Andrea
Steinkamp and seconded by Rebecca Zimba to have the Recording Secretary cast one vote in favor of
each of the nominated parents for each of the open Parent‐at‐Large positions, which motion and
election to such position was approved without objection or abstention.

TREASURER’S REPORT (Dijana Jovanovic)
 2017/18 Approved Budget – Dijana provided an overview of the 2017/18 Budget versus actual. Currently
the PTA has realized 24% of its budgeted income at $166,160 with the majority coming from Family
Giving. Expenses are at 57% of the budget with the PTA having spent $246,205 to date. This results in a
net position of $(120,715) which is down from the prior year’s position at the same time.
PRINCIPAL’S Q&A (Louise Xerri)
 A question was raised about the status of the Science Center. Principal Xerri reported that the Science
Center was now open but that the millwork was not complete.
 A concern was raised about the automated calls received from the Department of Education regarding a
child being absent which generally arrived in the late evening hours. The request was to have them
delivered earlier in the day so that parents could be aware sooner if their child didn’t make it to school.
Principal Xerri indicated she was going to contact the Department of Education to see if anything could be
done to have the calls delivered earlier in the day.
 A question was raised about whether there had been construction activity at 200 Amsterdam and, if so,
whether there had been any impact to the school. Principal Xerri indicated that she had noticed some
limited activity but no material disruption at this point other than dust and some noise.
 A question was raised about lunch lines and the length of those lines. A discussion ensued and Principal
Xerri indicated that she would look into the issue further.
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT (Scott Oscher)
 Scott Oscher explained that the Student Leadership Team (SLT) is tasked with forming the Comprehensive
Education Plan (CEP) which is due in the near future.
 He also informed the membership that the next SLT meeting is next Friday, October 27 and everyone is
welcome to join. The SLT meets at least once a month.
 Scott also reminded the membership that Parents as Partners will be held January 25, 2018 and provies an
opportunity for parents to meet with teachers to learn more about what goes on in the classrooms.
COMMITTEE REPORTS (Rebecca Zimba, Victoria Kopper, Raeka DeLong, Gayle Slonim, Lara Bursor, Ginger
Schuster, Abigail Schlaff)
 Book Fair – Nov. 13‐17 for the Fall Fair. Rebecca and Victoria provided details about volunteering,
donating to the school‐wide fund (which for the first time could be done online) and the event itself.
 Garden Committee – Rebecca Zimba and Raeka DeLong provided information on the Garden Committee
and the upcoming Garden Day this Saturday, October 21, 2017 from 9:30‐12 p.m. In response to a
question about the location of the garden, Rebecca indicated that there was one on the West side of
building which is more landscaped and manicured, a garden on the East side and that there are gardens all
around the school.
 PS 199 Camp Auction – Gayle Slonim and Lara Bursor provided details regarding the first ever PS 199
Camp Auction, which will be an online auction for sleep away camps. They requested that if anyone had
contacts at any of the sleep awaycamps, in particular the Camp Directors, to please help secure donation
of camp enrollment.
 Halloween Costume Swap – The President informed the membership that the event was in full swing and
that currently donations were being accepted and next week people can pick up a costume



Bake Sale ‐ Abigail Schlaff provided an update on the Bake Sale which will occur on November 7, 2017. She
provided information on the many different ways people could participate, including working, baking,
soliciting donations and clean‐up

OLD BUSINESS
 None
NEW BUSINESS
 The President asked for more involvement by the general membership in the PTA’s activities. She
suggested that if you were a newly elected PAL, you should be on a committee. If you have been a
member of the community and are actively participating, to please encourage your friends to attend and
participate in the volunteer activities of the PTA.
 A question was asked about whether there would be a teacher presentation at the next meeting.
Principal Xerri and the President responded that the details of those presentations were still being worked
out since they require coordination/scheduling.
 A question was asked about how many passports were sold. Lara Bursor reported that 135 were sold and
that the goal was to exceed last year which was 109 Passports.
 A question was raised about having a Committee Fair or something to have a face‐to‐face opportunity to
introduce people to the committees and their functions.
 A question was raised about the ice cream vendor who parks in front of the school and whether anything
could be done about it. A suggestion was made for any parents who thought that this was a problem to
contact 311 about it.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by the President to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Scott Oscher. There being no
objections or abstentions, the meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.
Minutes prepared by:

Ron I. Erlichman
Recording Secretary

