PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION OF PS 199, INC.
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
September 27, 2017
6:30 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: SEE SIGN‐IN SHEET ATTACHED TO THESE MINUTES
LOCATION: PS 199 Cafeteria
CALL TO ORDER (Ginger Schuster)
 Meeting was called to order by the President, Ginger Schuster, at 6:36 p.m.
PRELIMINARY MATTERS – APPROVAL OF MINUTES (Ginger Schuster)
 A motion to approve the June 2017 PTA General Meeting minutes as posted on the PS 199 PTA website
was made by Rob Schlaff and seconded by Andrea Steinkamp. There being no objections, the motion was
unanimously approved.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Ginger Schuster)
 The President provided an overview of the Executive Board and its function as well as introduced the
Executive Board members
 The President gave a brief overview of the top three goals of the Executive Board for the coming year – (i)
Build on Past Success ‐ continue the success of the PTA and improve on that success, in particular in
connection with its fundraising efforts, (i) Effective Communication – increase the effectiveness of the
PTA’s communication with the membership and (iii) Involvement – increase parent body involvement in
the PTA at all levels.
FUNDRAISING REPORT (Lara Bursor, Gayle Slonim, Victoria Micalizzi, Jenn MacFarlane)
 Passport Program – Lara Bursor and Gayle Slonim reported that 100 passports were sold last year and that
the goal is to sell 110 Passports (or more) this year. They provided an overview of the program benefits
and noted that the program will be limited, but that no cut‐off amount or date had yet been established.
 Walkathon – Victoria Micalizzi reported on the Walkathon, which is the second largest fundraiser for the
PTA. The event consists of a walk from Pier I (off Riverside Park at 70th Street) to 70th Street in front of the
school where a carnival is held in the street (which is closed) and in the playground. Victoria noted that
new this year will be a balloon maker and face painter.
 Auction – Jenn MacFarlane reported on the auction which will be a little earlier this year ‐ March 10, 2018
– at the same venue as last year. She noted that the need for participation goes well beyond donations
and encouraged the membership to take part in the effort.
 Free Fundraising – The President reported on several easy and free ways to assist in fundraising ‐ Amazon,
Fairway, Schoola and Box Tops. An explanation of the Schoola program and the procedure for sending in
clothes was provided by Gayle.
TREASURER’S REPORT (Dijana Jovanovic)
 2016/17 Financial Results – Dijana Jovanovic reported on the final 2016/17 Financials which resulted
$770,086 in income, $720,300 in expenses and a net position of $49,786.






2017/18 Approved Budget – Diana then provided an overview of the 2017/18 Budget which she noted was
modeled conservatively and showed $685,000 projected income and an equal amount of expenses. She
noted that the lowered projections were due to one less book sale and no Holiday fair.
She also explained that expenditures were broken down as follows ‐ 70% of PTA revenues go back into the
school, 15% into the arts and science programs and 15% for operations.
Dijana concluded her report with a current statement of accounts which reflected a total cash position of
$402,914 as of August 31, 2017.

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT (Louise Xerri)
 SLT ‐ Principal Xerri gave a report on the general function of the SLT. She noted that they meet twice a
month (every Friday) and that the SLT establishes goes each year. The SLT currently has five goals – (i)
Fundations (phonics program) in Second Grade – studies have shown that it might help students who have
a predisposition to reading disabilities, (ii) Passport Social Studies Curriculum in Grades K‐4, (iii) Ruler –
continue work on the implementation of the program which is now in its 3rd year, (iv) Parent Participation
– increase parent participation in PTA and (v) Reading Performance for Students that have IEPs – which
goal is still being discussed by the SLT.
 Science Center – Principal Xerri gave an update on the Science Center which she noted was coming along
and consisted of approximately 1,500 square feet.
 Student Enrollment – Principal Xerri noted that current enrollment was at 854 students. A question was
asked about overcrowding and Principal Xerri explained that we have not seen more space in the
classrooms as of yet from the re‐zoning and that any impact would not take effect for several years.
 A question was asked about the decision to cut recess coaches. Principal Xerri explained that she was not
satisfied with the quality of programs she had utilized in the past, was unable to find a suitable
replacement and didn’t believe that the elimination posed any supervision risk.
SCHOOL LEADERSHIP TEAM REPORT (Rob Schlaff and Scott Oscher)
 Rob Schlaff and Scott Oscher explained that the Student Leadership Team (SLT) is the academic
partnership between the parents and the school, and the SLT in turn partners with the PTA.
 They also explained that SLT writes and reviews the school’s annual Comprehensive Education Plan.
COMMITTEE REPORTS (Rob Schlaff, Lisa Shulman, Andrea Sperling)
 Bake Sale – Rob Schlaff gave a report on the bake sale and ways to participate
 Wellness in the Schools Update – while not an official committee, this is still an initiative of the PTA.
Andrea Sperling and Lisa Schulman provided information on some of the things the initiative provides,
including cooking classes and using an Alternative Menu. Lisa reminded the membership of the
implementation of a universal free lunch program in all DOE schools.
 Halloween Costume Swap – The President reminded the membership about the upcoming event and
indicated that a flier via kid mail would provide further details (which information was also presented on
the screen at the meeting).
 A question was asked about wasted food during lunch, in particular apples. A discussion ensued regarding
ways to minimize the waste.
 A question was asked about the quality of the ingredients in the school breakfast. A discussion ensued
during which Principal Xerri and others noted that the breakfast food was dictated by the DOE. The
President acknowledged the importance of the inquiry and indicated the concern would be passed along.
OLD BUSINESS
 None

NEW BUSINESS
 Jenn MacFarlane requested that Committee Chairs and Class Parents try to utilize Konstella in an effort to
centralize and streamline PTA communications. She and Claudia Janucci informed the membership that
they were available to assist with any training or use issues people were having with the program.
 An inquiry was made regarding rats in the PS 199 playground which seemed to be originating from the
building to the East of the playground. It was suggested that the parents call 311 to request the City look
into the issue.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m.
Minutes prepared by:

Ron I. Erlichman
Recording Secretary

