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MESSAGE FROM 

Clifford  Douglas Jr. 

 President  

 

“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a thing to be waited for; it is a 
thing to be achieved “ - William Jennings Bryan 

 

Four years ago the baton was passed on to me to lead this amazing organization into the future. I 
am approaching the completion of my tenure  and tonight I will address you for the last time as 
President. For me JESA will always be that beacon of light and of hope on the hill providing 
opportunities for our youth and assistance to those in need. I will relinquish the duties of this 
position  in a few months, full of hope, enormous optimism, and more confident that the best days 
of this dynamic organization is ahead of us. It has been an enormous privilege to lead JESA,  and I 
would like  to thank our membership for this fantastic experience. Success is never  achieved in 
isolation and the  achievements we have enjoyed together have been the result of our mutual 
cooperation and collaboration, your support and your friendship. I thank  you for this amazing 
journey, for the opportunities to meet, work, speak and share with so many of you, as we 
collectively strived to uphold and advance the mission of JESA. 

 

JESA has continued to make great strides  which is the result of dedicated members who have 
been at the center and have been the heart and soul of this organization working in tandem with 
our Board of Directors. Last year we awarded three  bursaries to students of Jamaican descent 
pursuing post secondary studies at our 25th. anniversary banquet in November. This banquet was 
a resounding success with an attendance of over 750 patrons. We have continued our partnership 
with the Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations Annual Care and Share Christmas Program 
that provides assistance for over fifty families. Our annual Black History Event hosted in February 
was a great success and we continue  to provide assistance to individuals in need - some done in 
partnership with other JESA chapters. Our annual  Gospel concert done in partnership with Hope 
Christian Ministries was a success, and we continue to support Curphey Home in Manchester 
Jamaica.  

 

In 2016 we launched a pilot project in Jamaica to assist a student through his last two years of 
elementary school and through high school. This student graduated in June of this year with an 
average of over 80 percent,  and is now attending St Mary's High School in St Mary with our 
continued financial support. There is still a lot of work to be done but with the continued 
dedication,  strength and courage  of our members we will continue to grow from strength to 
strength On behalf of our Board of Directors and our JESA family I take this opportunity to thank 
all our friends, individuals, corporations and small businesses who continue to support us. Your 
belief in the worth of what we are doing has enabled us to achieve and surpass our goals. I 
challenge you to continue your generosity because our organization will always need your 
assistance and we are  on a path that will vindicate the wisdom of your support. Special thanks to 
members of the other JESA chapters for your ongoing support over the years. 

 

AS we stand poised to face the challenges of the ensuing years  I challenge our members to 
continue  building an enviable tradition through a continual raising of our sights, aiming higher 
and working relentlessly to  bring all the hopes and dreams JESA to reality.  JESA  Toronto was 
founded on a premise that continues to inspire all of us -  "together we serve and together we will  
make a difference" 
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26th Annual Fundraising Banquet 

Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association 

3rd November 2018 

Ontario, Canada 
 
It is a great pleasure for me to greet the members of the Canadian Chapter of the Ja-

maica Ex-Soldiers Association and congratulate you on the occasion of your 26th An-

nual Fundraising Banquet. 

 

JESA - Canada is one of the oldest associations of JDF Ex-soldiers.   Throughout your 

26 years of operation you have served your community well, by focusing on education, 

poverty relief and relieving the suffering of the aged and the disabled.  You have truly 

lived up to your mandate: ‘Together we Serve, Together we make a Difference.’ 

 

I am particularly heartened by your focus on improving the prospects of the youth pop-

ulation, through the provision of bursaries and scholarships.  Youth engagement has 

become a key focus area for the JDF in recent years.  We view this as our way of help-

ing to transform the Jamaican society by ensuring that our young people are provided 

with the skills necessary to become positive members of society. 

 

 I take this opportunity to encourage you to continue working to strengthen the JESA 

framework and to continue to demonstrate the positive impact that JESA members can 

make in their communities.   Through your outstanding community activism you have 

demonstrated that service does not end when you take off the uniform or when you 

leave the shores of Jamaica.  I encourage the members of JESA-Canada to continue 

working hard and to continue giving back to your community.  

 

I extend my best wishes for a successful event and your continued success in the years 

to come. 

   

 

Rocky R MEADE 

Major General 

Chief of Defence Staff 
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CANADIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 

O Canada! 
Our home and native land! 

True patriot love in all of us command. 

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 
The True North strong and free! 

From far and wide, 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

God keep our land glorious and free! 
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMAICAN NATIONAL ANTHEM 
 

Eternal Father bless our land 

 Guard us with Thy mighty hand 
Keep us free from evil powers 

Be our light through countless hours.  

To our leaders, Great  Defender, 

Grant true wisdom from above,  

Justice, truth be ours forever, Jamaica, land we love 
Jamaica, Jamaica, Jamaica, land we love. 

Teach us true respect for all 

Stir response to duty's call 

Strengthen us the weak to cherish 

Give us vision lest we perish 

Knowledge send us, Heavenly Father, 
Grant true wisdom from above 

Justice, truth be ours forever, Jamaica, land we love 

Jamaica, Jamaica, Jamaica, land we love. 
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MESSAGE  

Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association  

26th Anniversary Fundraising Banquet  

Saturday, November 3, 2018  

It is indeed my pleasure to convey to the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) 

heartiest congratulations in celebration of your 26th Anniversary. JESA has been 

steadfast in its commitment to helping others and to building a strong sense of 

community where everyone has an equal chance of reaching their highest potential. In 

my capacity as Consul General, I have personally witnessed the extensive networking 

and sharing with other organizations across the Diaspora which has been firmly supported by strong 

outreach programmes. As part of the Jamaican family, JESA continues to display unwavering patriotism to 

both Jamaica and Canada and this auger well for the sustained growth in the warm and friendly bilateral 

relations enjoyed between both countries.  

Your work with the 2nd, 3rd and 4th generation Jamaicans is admirable and coincides directly with the interest 

of the Jamaican government to ensure the maintenance of our culture and heritage. With a strong sense of 

identity, Jamaicans born abroad will continue to excel having been firmly grounded. The truth is, the 

elaboration of Jamaica's Foreign Policy towards its Diaspora is in part dependent on our ability to reach all 

Jamaicans across age, sex and the demographic spectrum. I am delighted to be able to work with you and 

look forward to advancing our mutual interest over years to come.  

As you celebrate this memorable milestone, I encourage you to remain inspired by the philosophy of giving 

back as this has a ripple effect that spreads from the individual to the community and finally to the country. 

In essence, we are all beneficiaries when we endeavour to elevate the welfare of our brothers and sisters.  

On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, please accept our very best wishes for a successful 

event.  

 

 

 

Lloyd Wilks  

Consul General  
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PICTORIAL 

Jamaica Education Project 

 

JESA AT CURPHEY HOME  

FAMILY DAY 2018 
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Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association 
“Together We Serve” 

 
 

The Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) was officially constituted on June 15, 1992 in the 
province of Ontario. It is a non-profit, non-partisan organization operating in Canada. JESA’s 
mandate is:  

 
Education - Provide scholarships, bursaries and incentives to assist the educational needs of our 

youth.  
Relieve Poverty - Provide food and other basic necessities to persons in need to include relief for 
victims of natural disasters.  
Relieve suffering and/or disability caused by old age, including facilities for care, maintenance and 
rehabilitation.  
 
Membership is open to all serving and non-serving members of the Jamaica Defence Force (JDF) at 
home and abroad, relatives and friends. Meetings are held monthly to keep members informed of 
issues within our community and in Jamaica, and to inform, plan and discuss matters that are 
pertinent to the overall operation of the organization. 
 
Health and education has been the main focus to date and over the years, JESA has supported the 
Curphey Home in Jamaica (a home for retired Jamaican service personnel). JESA offers bursaries to 
students of Jamaican decent entering post-secondary educational institutions as well as sponsoring 
the Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Association.  
 
Additionally, we launched a project to assist a student in rural Jamaica through his last two years of 
elementary school and through high school; we support the fund raising initiatives of the Jamaican 
Alumni Associations and other community initiatives.  
 
Donations of various items such as wheelchairs, clothing, food, medical supplies, and books have 
also been made to several community organizations.  
 
JESA partners with the Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations in their Annual Christmas Care and 
Share Program that assists needy families, international students, seniors and the disabled in our 
community.  
 
Funding for JESA’s objectives have been obtained primarily from on-going fund raising events, the 
main of which is our Annual Banquet held on the first Saturday in November. Funds have also been 
derived from contributions allocated by local businesses and corporations.  
 
We are on the path to expand and grow our support base, build on our relationships with other 
community  
Organizations so that we can increase the assistance we give locally and in Jamaica.  
The continued success of a JESA is a direct result of the commitment and enthusiasm of our 
membership and the support of our sponsors. Increasing and sustaining our membership has been 
and continues to be one of our goals. We have made great strides in this area and will continue to 
improve our profile within our community.  
 
JESA is unfailing in our pursuit to realize our dreams of improving the lives of individuals. With the 
dedication of our members and community partners we are confident that we will continue to grow 
and be a positive force in our community at home and abroad. 
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JESA UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
AJAA/JESA - Christmas Care and Share 

Friday November 30th and Saturday December 1st 
2018 

@ Revival Time Tabernacle 

 
JESA Annual Black History Month Event 

Saturday February 16th, 2019 at Northwood Com-
munity Centre 

More details will be posted at www.jesa.ca 
 
 

6th Annual Gospel Concert 
More Details to follow at www.jesa.ca   

 
Family Day  

More details to follow www.jesa.ca      

 

http://www.jesa.ca
http://www.jesa.ca
http://www.jesa.ca
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JESA Say Thanks 
 

The President, Board of Directors and members of JESA take this opportunity 
to extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to all our friends, individuals, corporations 
and small businesses that have supported us over the past Twenty six years. Sponsoring 
one of this year’s bursary is Mr. Courtney Grant, CEO of Caribbean Queen Jerk Drum, 
Caribbean Queen Jerk Drum Inc. and Kitchen King Jerk.   
 
Your support and belief in the worth of what we are doing has enabled us to achieve 
many successes over the years. We have been able to make a difference in the lives of 
many at home and abroad, and this is the direct result of your unconditional support and 
generosity. 
 
We would also like to thank all those who have served on our Board of Directors and in 
various other capacities within our organization over the last twenty sis years. It is your 
commitment and foresight that has helped to bring us to this significant milestone in our 
history. As we celebrate twenty six years of community service at home and abroad, we 
challenge you to continue your support and your generosity because we will always need 
it. 
 
Be assured that our vision is clear, and as our plans unfold over the coming years, you 
will truly see the wisdom of your decision to support this organization. 

As a Trustee of the Jamaica  

Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) this 

year we support Calabar High 

School.  Cbar. as it is affectionately 

called, is a prominent all-male 

secondary school in Kingston, 

Jamaica. I felt that one of this 

organization's responsibilities was 

to support our youth, back home, 

who wish to make the military a 

profession. These young men and women who are serving in cadet corps throughout the 

country may or may not end up joining the military. But the training they are receiving now 

is invaluable to them and to the country. It will help them to become contributing members 

of society. This can only be a good thing. Therefore, I have decided to sponsor annually, 

on behalf of JESA, a school's cadet corps. The first three schools are: Kingston College, 

Excelsior High School, and Jamaica College. It is indeed an honour for me as I am a 

former soldier of Jamaican heritage.  

 

SW (Sam) Billich, JP 
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ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH  
EVENT 2019 

 
Each year the Jamaica Ex-Soldiers Association (JESA) host its annual Black History event and 2019 
will be no exception. The event will be in its 14th year and will again be held at the  Northwood 
Community Centre on Saturday February 16th, 2019. Objective of this program is to provide an 
opportunity to promote and celebrate all those who have gone before and paved the way for us. It will 
also serve to heighten the knowledge and awareness of Black History, cultivate in our youth a sense 
of their cultural heritage, and encourage them to find their rightful places in our history.  
 
The Program includes an essay writing competition for our youth ages ten to fourteen (10-14) and 
fifteen to nineteen (15-19). The winners are awarded monetary prizes and certificates and an 
opportunity to read their essays on the day of the event. Included in the program is also a showcase of 
businesses and their various crafts as well as a formal event with a key note address, entertainment 
and an awards ceremony for the winners of the Essay Writing Competition.  
 
A reception follows with complimentary refreshments. Funding for the event is usually obtained from 
the business community and other supporters from within our community and the wider community. 
 
Volunteers also play a very crucial role in this event which resulted in very rewarding and successful 
events. We take this opportunity to say thanks to those 
who have supported this event over the years.  
 
Contact details are as below:  
Website:…………..www.jesa.ca  
Twitter:………..……. jesa_toronto  
Email:………jesa_ca@hotmail.com  
Telephone:….……….647-710-9820  
 
Mailing Address:  
1110 Finch Ave, W. Suite 1198  
Toronto Ontario,  
M3J 3M2 






