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Conference Call with Governor Dewine’s office for Covid-19 with Pastors and Faith 
based leaders. 

Following are the quick taken, “rough” notes, that I took during this call.  I must say 
that the compassion and care from the Governor and his office was felt.  Please feel 
free to send me any questions about portions that you need further clarification on if 
my typing grammar causes you to miss what is being said.  


• Opportunity for faith community to come together and to recognize it will take 
our leadership to help our communities in this time of need and unrest.


• What do we know now?  Our state has been declared state of emergency 
because we are in pandemic.  It happens avg. 1 in 50 years, and we’ve not seen 
anything like this in our modern history.


• Currently 5th confirmed case, Covid-19.  Asking us to take steps to help prevent 
it’s spread.


• Asking along with the CDC, the immediate risk of being exposed is thought to be 
low, but that can change rapidly.


• Places of worship, social service agencies, and non profit need to be places of 
resources for the most vulnerable people in our communities.  Know the facts 
before sharing information.


• Diseases can make anyone sick, this is now in “community spread” no one has 
an immunity to it.


• Some are at an increased risk and those are the ones we are trying to protect the 
most: Those who’ve been around those with the virus or in areas that are 
identified of hotspots for the spread of the virus.  2) Older adults, those with 
diagnosed heart disease or diabetes are now classified as high risk 3) Someone 
who has completed quarantined does not pose a risk to other people as of now. 
4) You can help stop the spread by knowing sign/symptoms - fever, cough, 
shortness of breath and seek medical advice when these symptoms present.  It 
is true that you could be a carrier and not know that are currently. 5) Things to 
keep healthy: Washing hands regularly with warm soapy water fr at least 20 
seconds, avoid toughing face, eyes, mouth, cover your cough or sneeze with 
tissue and discard or if no tissue into bend of arm.




• Order from the Governor on mass bans of 100 or more.  Religious organizations 
are expempt from this ban but asking please use wisdom when assembling 
together, we’re trying to limit the spread.


• Mass gatherings are defined as any gathering of 100 or more in any room, 
meeting room, or confined indoor space.  This doesn’t include airports, medical 
facilities, shopping malls, centers where 100 or more may be in transit at any 
given time.  Not including typical office environments where people are typically 
not in arms length to one another.


• coronavirus.ohio.gov  Please visit here for up to date information, inclusions and 
exclusions of the order and restrictions.


• Asking 5 things for church leaders and faith based organizations. 1) Impelement 
a plan to hold remote meetings for regular gatherings including weekly service.  
Consider ways to help reduce the transmission of illness (sharing common items 
or close proximity: holding hands in prayer circles) 2) Establish a process for 
temporarily suspending programs/activities other than the worship service 3) 
Engage other community leaders and establish process for grocery delivery and 
to help reduce the risk of isolation depression for those staying home. 4) Share 
information from only credible sources such as the Ohio dept. of health and the 
CDC 5) Engage with stigmatized groups and speak out against behavior that 
would cause discrimination toward those who are ill or sick. 


• Hotline for questions in the state 1-833-4ASKODH


• Governor not asking us to shut down, but asking please help limit the spread in 
our Ohio Communities.  If we do nothing, it will certainly get worse.


• Wait and see is what Italy tried and it overwhelmed their hospitals and medical 
abilities.  Let’s move forward in wisdom and look for ways to bless our neighbors 
in this time.


• Schools and other agencies are closing for 3 weeks, should we go remote for 
only 3 weeks?  At this time, everything is touch and go and left up to us of how 
to offer services.  Governor is offering guidance, and take this time to embrace 
the technology available to reach more.  As of now, this is incrementally but 
could be another order given at the April deadline.


• Catholic bishops have called off all mass for the next 3 weeks.


• UMC has decided to do the same thing.


http://coronavirus.ohio.gov


• Is there an expected peak to the virus season?  Understand it to be late April to 
Mid May, Dr Achten has shown to us that this will peak, but the goal is for it not 
to peak in a way to overwhelm our health services.  


• What can we do to help our city and not harm the effort to limit exposure?  This 
is where the church can really step forward, your creativity has to be used here 
to become the answer to what is needed.  Children who won’t be receiving food 
at school, can you take pack meals into the community to go and deliver.  Please 
don’t have children come to your building and provide the lunch, that would be 
counter productive to what we are trying to achieve with the 3 week break.  


• Why are churches being exempted if we have more than 100 people?  We are 
going to protect 1st Amendment rights, but in the event of a national emergency 
that may too have to be restricted.  We’re doing this with intentionality and trying 
to make sure not to infringe on rights.  This is where he’s asking for the church to 
behave with wisdom and implement rules/processes to protect those given to us 
to care for. 


• Why is April 3rd the end date for now for the cancellation of school?  There’s no 
significance to the date, just an incremental approach.


• What about planning short term mission trips that are coming in this window?  
Postpone any trip outside the nation at this time.


• What is the best way for us to stay informed?  Website coronavirus.ohio.gov will 
be where everything is updated for our state in real time.  Every day at 2pm 
during the week, the Governor will deliver remarks on ohiochannel.org 


• What about dividing our meetings so that under 100 meet at our services?  
Certainly a start.  Breaking down would be good but even in that observe social 
distancing, limit church hugs, being wise about how we interact with one 
another.


• Is the best option for us to cancel church this weekend or other meetings?  
Regular church service is not being directed to be cancelled, leaving the 
discretion up to us.  As far as other meetings/conference, think about 
postponing or streaming if you have to.  It’s a gray area.


• The Ohio Senate is closing as well at this time.


• Is maintaining arms length key for planning a gathering?  The social distance rule 
needs to be 6 feet.


• What ages do you consider most vulnerable?  It’s 40 and up


http://coronavirus.ohio.gov
http://ohiochannel.org


• Tia.ramey@governor.ohio.gov  Email Tia for information of platforms for helping 
to take services remote/online


• What about churches with Daycare?  Guidelines?  That information is currently 
being developed and hope to release very soon.  This has all been happening 
very fast but the Governor’s office is working on this even now.


• Does the state have any idea of how many in our state are actually infected, any 
processes to protect healthcare providers?  ODH has reported that right now 1% 
is likely infected, 100,000.  Those are not confirmed, we have 5 confirmed and 
52 being investigated today.  Test results can take up to 14 days.  We have 30 
that have been tested negative.  It is likely that 100,000 are currently carrying in 
the state.  It is highly contagious and 1 can spread to 6 within the course of 1 
interaction.  


• Does the Governor have the authority to shut down all gatherings?  This was 
done by executive authority so yes the authority is there.  In times of states of 
emergency or war times, there can be Marshall law to order people to stay in 
homes.  Pray that it doesn’t come to that but the authority is there and it would 
be made known by all news outlets.


• The biggest areas of practical need in local communities throughout the state?  
Children that will not be in school and may not have adequate food.   Also elderly 
who do not need to be at grocery stores or will stay indoors away from church or 
other gatherings.   Do not have them come to the buildings, but pack meals and 
deliver.   Self isolating for their health, need to have relationships that will be able 
to volunteer to help them.  Please also look for ways to partner with first 
responders, this needs to be great way to do missions right in your hometown.


• Even though they can’t force churches to follow the order how important do they 
believe it is for us to mirror the orders they’re giving everyone else?? There’s a 
science behind the decisions being made. The nature of a pandemic does and 
will peak, and we have really no idea of the number of carriers.  We can only 
slow this down and then ride it out.  We simply cannot do nothing, we need to 
make sure that we are doing our part to slow the spread and acting responsibly 
to not overwhelm our healthcare field.


• Nursing homes can have no visitors, how long will this be in place?  No definite 
date of how long, but this is to save lives and not expose them to this virus.  In 
prisons, the decision has also been made no visitors or contractors at this point 
for the same reason.


• We have a cafe area in our church, could we offer food if we control the number 
of children being fed at a specific time frame?  Would rather you prepare the 
meals to go and do not have a sit down experience.  You could prepare them 
even for pickup but not a sit down experience.


mailto:Tia.ramey@governor.ohio.gov


• Young a healthy pastor that may have been exposed, not eligible for testing, my 
congregation is mostly elderly - should I cancel?  Go to a health care 
professional if you think you’ve been exposed you need to see if you’re carrying 
the virus.  The other steps can come after that.


• Other groups use our buildings such as Celebrate Recovery, AA, should they still 
be using the building?  That’s your discretion but we are trying to limit the spread 
of this disease.  Please look at remotely.  This isn’t forever, but asking you to do 
right things for the next few weeks to keep a catastrophe from happening.


• If one of our parishioners have been infected that were at the church the 
previous service, should our members self quarantine?  Absolutely!


• Keeping in view the lessons from Italy and Europe, what is the current projected 
rate for spread here in Ohio?  Are churches that continue to gather causing the 
situation to worsen?  While you’re allowed to do things, is it profitable.  Governor 
asking people to do what you can and please use wisdom.  All businesses, 
churches, need to be thinking about contingency plans now.  If you couldn’t 
have “normal” how do you still exist and operate.  We live in an age of 
technology, the church is the solution, but we need to stay on top and ahead of 
this.


• Google meets has given all G-suite users access to virtual meetings up to 250 
devices for churches to use for virtual possibilities.


• Please pray for our nation, for Ohioans.  For each of our communities.  This is 
the hour for the Body of Christ to step forward.



