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LGBTQIA+ students participate 
in annual town hall

Is there a fungus 
among us?

Athletics adds Women’s 
Lacrosse as varsity sport 

Fine Arts Center renovations paint art majors into Pastore Hall

Leila Cox | Contributing Reporter

The LGBTQIA+ Town Hall, organized annu-
ally by the Gender and Sexuality Center (GSC), has 
taken place since February 2012, but never with the 
president of  the University of  Rhode Island.

Last week, members of  the community met at 
the GSC to discuss LGBTQIA+ related issues on 
campus today with new President Marc Parlange. 

Annie Russell, the director of  the GSC, ac-
knowledged Parlange’s immediate efforts to move 
towards diversity and inclusion at the beginning of  
the town hall meeting. 

“I am always interested in making sure that we 
provide opportunities for students to speak their 
truth to power,” Russell said. “College provides a 
critical time for many students to learn how to step 
into their voices of  self  advocacy.” 

During the meeting, individuals raised concerns 
about academic freedom, the lack of  representation 
in university marketing, safe zone training require-
ments and more. 

On the topic of  academic freedom, students 
voiced their concerns about URI gender and wom-
en’s studies professor Donna Hughes. In March 
2021, Hughes received major backlash on campus 

in response to a statement that she made in an ar-
ticle published online that many students labeled 
as transphobic. One student asked Parlange how 
the University plans to make transgender students 
feel safer in the classroom, and if  students will be 
informed about Hughes’ views prior to course en-
rollment. 

“We are living in a time that is more polarized 
than ever,” Parlange said. “It’s an important time 
for us to reflect on university values and look at the 
question of  academic freedom.”

Parlange said that he believes there is a duty to 
foster the well-being of  the community within aca-
demia and a lot of  work needs to be done to fulfill 
that at URI. 

Russell pointed out that Parlange said that the 
University shouldn’t use academic freedom as an ex-
cuse to hurt people, saying that it was special.

“I think he was very clear about not using ac-
ademic freedom as an excuse for people to be able 
to spread bias,” Russell said. “I have not heard that 
from a university president here.”

Rosaria Pisa, the chair of  the gender and wom-
en's studies department, attended the town hall, and 
said that academic freedom as a concept needs to be 
explored when it comes as an 

Claudia Stepien | Contributing Reporter

During the fall 2022 semes-
ter, fine arts classes will be moved 
to Pastore Hall while the Fine 
Arts Center (FAC) undergoes ren-
ovations. 

The FAC has completed 
phase one of  construction, which 
included renovating parts of  both 
the exterior and interior of  the 
building. Phase two was voted on 
and approved in a state-wide ref-
erendum earlier this year, mean-
ing the removal of  pods in the 
building can start in May 2022. 

According to Katherine 

Kittredge, associate director of  
campus design for the office of  
Planning and Real Estate De-
velopment at URI, the plan is to 
have the Fine Arts Complex com-
pletely empty for the summers of  
2022 and 2023. 

During the school year, the 
theatre and music departments 
will have minor changes in loca-
tions but will remain in the FAC. 
The art department will undergo 
the biggest move, with the entire 
department moving to Pastore 
Hall for the next two years start-
ing in the fall.

“[The demolition] gives 

more of  an open green space in 
the future,” Kittredge said. “It's 
envisioned that this could be an 
outdoor area… [at first] it’ll just 
be like a grass area, but sometime 
in the future, they would like this 
to be an outdoor event space.”

The building that will tempo-
rarily house the art department, 
Pastore Hall, was once the chem-
istry building, and more recently 
held classes for engineering stu-
dents during the construction of  
the Fascitelli Center for Advanced 
Engineering. Currently, much of  
the building is 
unoccupied.

Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter
Mary Lind | Production Manager

A recent trend on TikTok has 
been warning people about symp-
toms that may seem like signs of  
a common cold but could actual-
ly be signs of  living with or near 
black mold.

Due to the trend, many col-
lege students have become curious 
to see if  the reason behind unex-
plainable sickness has anything to 
do with black mold. People have 
been purchasing at home black 
mold tests sharing their results on-
line.

Freshman Bella Lucear de-
cided to see if  black mold was the 
answer to why she and her room-
mate, Rachel LaPorte, were get-
ting sick so often. 

“After the first week of  school, 
I got the worst cold, and for the 
first two-and-a-half  weeks of  

school I had completely lost my 
voice,” Lucear said.

She reported experiencing 
common cold symptoms such as 
a dry cough, headaches and a 
runny nose, and said that she and 
her roommate both had an “on-
and-off cold.” However, she said it 
was hard to tell if  her symptoms 
were due to a new environment or 
something else. 

“About three weeks ago, I got 
really sick again and I went back 
to Health Services, and they gave 
me sudafed again,” Lucear said. 
“I didn't get better so I went back 
to Health Services and they gave 
me an antibiotic.”

The two freshmen live in Wel-
din Hall, and after seeing other 
people conduct black mold tests 
on Tik Tok, as well as seeing mold 
in their room, they decided to get 
one of  their own. 

“We had 

Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Athletics department an-
nounced on Dec. 2 that they will be adding women’s lacrosse as its 
17th varsity program beginning in the 2024-25 season.

The decision to add women’s lacrosse was both due to its “fa-
vorable economic impact” and to keep in compliance with Title IX, 
according to the release.

Hoping to avoid cutting any existing programs, Rhode Island 
Director of  Athletics Thorr Bjorn saw this as an opportunity to add 
another participation opportunity for incoming undergraduate stu-
dents.

“I don’t ever want to cut a sport,” Bjorn said. “I don’t think that 
was ever the intent when Title IX legislation was enacted.”

With 57 percent of  the undergraduate population being wom-
en, according to the University’s website, the 

President Marc Parlange attends the LGBTQIA+ Town Hall and makes statements about campus diversity and inclusion. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer

Fine Arts classes set to move to Pastore Hall next Fall, as renovations continue in the 
Fine Arts Center. PHOTO CREDIT: Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer 
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At the end of  every semester at the University of  Rhode Island, 
students are asked to take IDEA Surveys, but many do not know just 
how their survey responses change their classroom.

The Individual Development and Educational Assessment (IDEA) 
is a survey system that URI implemented to help create a way for 
students to evaluate their instructors each semester. The anonymous 
survey is composed of  42 standardized questions that were originally 
created at Kansas State University in 1968 according to Campus Labs, 
an online resource for higher education institutions around the world. 

The IDEA course evaluation system cannot be altered by the in-
structor, according to Sean Krueger, URI’s coordinator of  course eval-
uations. 

“It's not a homegrown survey,” Krueger said. “Instructors are not 
coming up with these questions or departments or anything like that. 
This is a validated survey. And the reason why URI uses it is because of  
the formative feedback.” 

The questions focus on the classroom environment and the effec-
tiveness of  certain teaching methods. 

“It asks a lot of  questions about teaching methods, not about the 
individual themselves,” Krueger said. “It's not a popularity contest. It 
really gets at the science of  teaching and the methods of  teaching much 
better than any homegrown survey.”

He noted that there may be a level of  dissatisfaction from students 
about the IDEA course evaluations and that they may not see immedi-
ate improvement.

“There's a loop and it's continuous and it's slow,” Krueger said. 
“And that might be why students are frustrated. It does take time, but 
[change] happens.”  

Student voices are only one part of  a larger, three-part feedback 
system for instructors, according to Krueger. In addition to the eval-
uations, feedback is derived from peer review and self  reflection from 
instructors.

“I can say that if  students don't provide any comments, I can only 
guarantee that there will be no change,” Krueger said. “It's really up to 
the instructor. Ultimately, now if  term after term there are, you know, 
areas of  improvement, typically, the dean or chair or even the Provost’s 
Office would encourage them to do so.” 

Anna Santucci, the faculty development specialist with the Office 
for the Advancement of  Teaching and Learning (ATL), agreed with 
Krueger’s sentiments on the IDEA surveys.

 “Take the survey,” Santucci said. “This is an opportunity for all of  
us to be on the same page about why the course works the way it does, 
and at least complete you know, moment of  transparency, a moment 
of  sharing.” 

ATL works with hundreds of  faculty members, according to San-
tucci. She explained that instructors are not required to implement 
changes in the classroom; however, many do and look to ATL for help. 

“We do consult with the people that make the decisions, so the 
Dean's Office, the Provost Office, are using our same access to what 

is a research-based good evaluation of  teaching,” Santucci said. “We 
provide input to them so that they can do that evaluative portion of  
the job as well. So I'm kind of  the guide on the side for all the people 
involved in the process.” 

Krueger and Santucci both expressed the importance of  student 
voices being heard and addressed concerns about the nature of  the 
IDEA program providing meaningful feedback for faculty. Santucci 
highlighted examples of  mid-term evaluations and check-ins to create 
a constant loop of  feedback between students and their instructors.

“If  there isn't an open channel for communications, then we just 
can't know what each other is thinking, right?” Santucci said. “The 
faculty member may just be sitting there not really being sure what the 
students are thinking or feeling. The communications are actually a 
two-way street.” 

Krueger said that not every issue in the classroom can be fixed by 
the IDEA course evaluations, and offered advice for students who have 
other issues.

“If  a student had a problem with the instructor for something other 
than teaching than the course itself, then they should really be bringing 
those concerns to a department chair, or the dean of  students or Title 
IX,” Krueger said. “It's really important to make that distinction. This 
is really a place for feedback on teaching in the classroom.” 

Vice Provost for Academic and Faculty Initiatives Anne Veeger 
said that the IDEA surveys are for instructor and class feedback only, 
including the comment section.

“The comments in the IDEA are a place for a student to com-
municate directly with a faculty member,” Veeger said. “If  a student 
has a concern that they want to address, at a department chair level, 
for example, the IDEA is not the appropriate approach to make that 
communication.”

Instructors at URI go through an annual review process, the fre-
quency of  which depends on their rank at the institution. Relatively 
newer faculty may get reviewed annually, whereas senior faculty may 
get reviewed only once every three years. IDEA survey results are in-
cluded in every annual review, however, the comments that students 
leave are not. 

Veeger said that the only person who sees comments left by stu-
dents at the end of  the IDEA survey is the faculty member themself. 

“The department chair and the Dean’s Office do not get to see 
those comments unless a faculty member chooses to include them in 
their annual review,” Veeger said.

Krueger said that classes being taught remotely due to COVID-19 
has affected the IDEA survey feedback rates negatively. Since the pan-
demic, there has been a drop in response rates, according to him.

The voluntary nature of  the surveys, according to Krueger, leads 
to higher quality feedback, but also comes with the risk of  students 
ignoring the surveys.

Krueger emphasized that the most important part of  the IDEA 
surveys’ success is student participation. 

“The more students who participate, the better,” Krueger said. 
“Then, the more useful this instrument is for everyone.” 

excuse to make students feel unsafe on cam-
pus. 

When asked about the possibility of  re-
quiring safe zone training for all faculty, staff 
and students, Vice President of  Student Af-
fairs Kathy Collins explained that the col-
lective bargaining agreement between labor 
unions and universities makes it difficult to 
require training for certain faculty and staff. 

“We would have to negotiate required 
training within their contracts,” Collins said. 
“I think what we could do as an institution 
is look at how we commit to getting trained 
those individuals that we can.”

Katie Riedy, a first-year transfer student 
and staff member at the GSC, said that im-
plementing the training into URI 101 cours-
es would be a “great starting point.” 

The lack of  LGBTQIA+ representation 
in University marketing was another issue 
addressed at the town hall. 

“I hear from students and community 
members a feeling of  sterilization,” said an 
individual discussing URI’s marketing im-

agery. “Oftentimes we feel unrepresented 
because there are never clear signifiers of  
LGBTQIA+ identities.” 

Parlange said he would support initia-
tives to change the lack of  LGBTQIA+ rep-
resentation in campus media. 

“It is important that our cultures and 
values are shared, and that we offer a warm 
and inclusive environment,” Parlange said. 

Towards the end of  the town hall, a 
student expressed their frustration with the 
“unceremonious” termination of  the Gender 
Equity and Leadership in Sexuality Learn-
ing Living Community. The student said that 
many would like to see Housing and Resi-
dential Life bring the program back and of-
fer more formal support and advertisement. 
According to Collins, this subject matter is 
“always open to discussion.”

Several more issues were discussed 
regarding art installations created for 
LGBTQIA+ members, the creation of  
gender-inclusive restrooms, having more 
non-student support for the GSC and in-

creasing wages for underprivileged student 
workers. 

Noah Savastano, a URI alum and for-
mer staff member at the GSC, found the 
town hall was a success. 

“I feel confident that the new president 
does support LGBT students and does want 
the community more included and recog-
nized throughout the school,” Savastano 
said. 

Parlange said the most important thing 
for him during the town hall meeting was to 
listen, learn and ask what type of  University 
everyone wants to attend. 

“A lot of  the questions asked are ques-
tions that I think about every day when think-
ing about our community,” Parlange said.

According to Russell, the GSC plans to 
stay in close communication with Parlange 
about the issues discussed. 

“You will hear from me constantly un-
til we have made some significant progress,” 
said Russell. “I believe in exponential change. 
These are plans, not dreams.”

LGBTQIA+ Town Hall - Continued from Page 1



Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

The current General Treasurer of  Rhode 
Island Seth Magaziner is running as the 2022 
Governor of  Rhode Island on the foundation of  
improving education, making the state reliant on 
fully renewable energy and fostering a state that 
provides the same opportunities for all. 

The Rhode Island native has been the gen-
eral treasurer of  Rhode Island since 2015 and 
started his career by teaching at an elementary 
school in Louisiana. 

Growing up locally in Bristol, Magaziner 
attended Brown University and Yale University, 
earning a degree in both history and business 
administration. During his time at Brown, he 
served as the president of  College Democrats 
of  Rhode Island and the Brown College Dem-
ocrats, which is what he said ultimately inspired 
him to speak to the URI chapter of  College 
Democrats at their “Democracy and Desserts” 
event on Monday. 

After serving as treasurer for the past seven 
years, dipping his toes into politics, Magaziner 
said he is looking to become governor to provide 
Rhode Islanders with equal opportunity to “the 
American Dream.” He wants citizens to have ac-
cess to economic mobility and the funds to cre-
ate their own businesses.

He said that his grandparents were born into 
low-income immigrant families during the Great 
Depression. Despite hardships, they were able to 
get good jobs and provide for their families after 
the war. 

Now, however, he believes that Americans 
don’t have the same type of  economic mobility 
that allowed his family to thrive, leaving many 
working-class citizens today without hope.

“People are working harder and harder, 
working multiple jobs and having a hard time 
just keeping up with the cost of  life,” he said. 
“We also have to call to the fact that for many 
Americans, particularly in communities of  color, 
the American Dream never fully existed, to be-
gin with. So to me, it is all about restoring it and 
making it accessible and universal to everyone.”

Magaziner said that his campaign prioritizes 
universal education, 100 percent renewable en-
ergy, infrastructure, inclusion and public trans-
portation. 

“  To me, it starts with education, because I 
do believe that that is still the key to how we al-
low people to achieve their potential and follow 
their dreams,” he said.

As treasurer, he led a state-wide school con-
struction program four years ago under then-
Gov. Gina Raimondo. Magaziner said that Rai-
mondo asked him to lead this campaign, saying 
that Rhode Island schools were not up to safety 
standards. 

He said that he sees how students and faculty 
are impacted by the condition of  school build-
ings and that “every child deserves to go to a 
school that’s safe, warm, dry and equipped for 
21st-century learning.”

With this in mind, the plan was passed into 
law by voters in 2018 and has since allocated 
$1.4 billion to repair and replace 180 schools 
throughout the state.

Although some of  these projects have al-
ready started taking place, he said that a major-
ity of  them are still in the design phase and will 
begin this summer.

“We’re building high schools in Newport 
and Central Falls, maybe Warwick, we’re build-
ing high schools in Pawtucket, we’re building 
new elementary schools in Johnston, it’s really a 
statewide thing,” he said.

In addition to this, he said they plan to build 
and repair over 40 schools in Providence. Mag-
aziner said that this plan will put students on a 

path of  success, create over 20,000 new jobs and 
school over 100,000 students. 

He said he is also looking into universal pre-
school, developing more multilingual programs 
in school and expanding Rhode Island’s Promise 
Program, which would provide two free years of  
a college education at URI, Rhode Island Col-
lege or the Community College of  Rhode Island. 

“My platform for education is based on the 
principle that every child deserves to get a great 
education, regardless of  background,” Magazin-
er said.

Magaziner said that he has also been very 
active in creating an ambitious plan to transition 
Rhode Island to 100 percent renewable energy 
by the end of  this decade.

He said that he sees renewable energy as an 
essential component of  keeping the state in good 
hands and thinks that now is a better time than 
ever. 

“If  we let this opportunity go to waste, a gen-
eration from now people are going to look back 
at us and say, ‘what’s wrong with you people?’” 
he said. “I’m running because I want to make 
sure that we don’t let this moment go to waste.”

Cameron Chadronet, a freshman at URI, 
asked Magaziner at the event how he plans to 
continue to advocate for clean energy after the 
state is done transitioning to renewable energy.

Magaziner answered this by saying that al-
though Rhode Island will switch to renewable 
energy, he can’t predict what the rest of  the 
world is going to do. Because of  this, he said that 
the state will have to prepare ways to protect it-
self  from the consequences of  climate change, 
such as building around rising sea levels.

He said that he is also campaigning for free 
public transportation, which will decrease the 
state’s carbon footprint and will increase acces-
sibility.

The president of  the URI College Demo-
crats, Christopher Bove, expressed his concerns 
on the availability and comprehensiveness of  the 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA) 
to which he was able to promise change.

According to Magaziner, the state has a $13 
billion budget and providing the entire state of  
Rhode Island with free public transportation 
would only cost them $12 million. He referred to 
this as a ‘fraction of  a fraction of  a percent,’ and 
said that this essential initiative is affordable. 

“It’s something we can afford to do,” Maga-
ziner said. “I think not only will that make it eas-
ier for people to keep up with the cost of  living, 
particularly Rhode Islanders who are on fixed 
incomes, have lower-income, for those who are 
elderly, etc. But I also think that it will boost rid-
ership and will be a novelty, you know, for Rhode 
Island to be the first state in the country with 
completely free public transportation.”

Magaziner ended the night by taking photos 
with the College Democrats, engaging in small 
talk and enjoying desserts with the students.
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Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

This week from the Student Senate chambers: faculty visitors, a 
presentation on sexual assault, elections and four bills voted on. 

Interim Provost Laura Beauvais and Vice Provost Anne Veeger 
were in attendance, and introduced themselves as well as their plans to 
update university cornerstone values.

“We have a committee that represents the [University of  Rhode 
Island’s] different divisions,” Beauvais said. “We have people from stu-
dent affairs, academic affairs, research division and administration and 
finances division. What we’re thinking is putting out some kind of  short 
survey and then [looking] into all the different groups on campus to 
make sure that they look at the current values [and] how they would 
recommend change.” 

Also in attendance at the meeting was Linda Welters, Faculty Sen-
ate executive committee member, who urged students from Student 
Senate to take part in Faculty Senate meetings and to have input on 
important issues, such as the planning of  the academic calendar. 

Jean Nsabumuremyi, the director of  the Multicultural Student 
Center, also introduced himself  and urged students to take part in the 
events at the Center.

Paige Chakouian, a senior at URI, also gave a short presentation 
about sexual assault awareness and what students can do to help reduce 
the amount of  sexual assaults on college campuses. 

“There are a lot of  myths and steryotypes about sexual assault that 
people believe to be true but actually aren’t,” Chakouian said. “Some 
examples include the belief  that men are not victims of  sexual assault, 
which is not true.”

In addition to remembering the importance of  consent and sup-
porting survivors of  sexual assault, Chakouian said the best way to in-
tervene when seeing sexual assault is to follow the rules of  the three D’s: 
be direct, distract the perpetrator and delegate and get help if  you feel 
you cannot stop the events yourself. 

Elections took place in order to elect five senators for the election 
committee. Six people were initially nominated; however Vice President 
Madyson Ramsay pulled her name from the nomination, and there-
fore the remaining five senators who were nominated were elected: Stu-
dent Organizations Committee Chair Katie Siegle, Senator Katherine 
Blake, Senator William Rider, President Bolu Taiwo and Senator Re-
becca Williams. 

Two previous bills were also voted on this week. The first bill called 
for the amendment to the Student Senate bylaws that clubs which have 
less than ten members can appeal to be a Senate recognized organiza-
tion. This bill was proposed by Siegle, who was absent, but was voted 
into motion with no objections or abstentions.

The bill from last week calling for the removal of  the $25 budget 
given to clubs for First Night was also voted on and approved this week 
with no objections or abstentions. 

Two new bills were also brought to the table. 
The first bill proposed by Off-Campus Senator William Beazley 

was a Senate-sponsored textbook library program, in which textbooks 
can be recycled and given to students who need them for free. The bill 
was passed with 10 votes in favor and seven in objection. 

The last bill voted on was a resolution requesting the University to 
establish a budget to permanently fund the provision of  free menstrual 
products for all students and staff in University bathrooms. The bill was 
passed with all 18 votes in favor with no objections or abstentions. 

This was the last Senate meeting of  the fall 2021 semester. The 
Senate will reconvene in the spring for its Wednesday night meetings. 

NEWS

Gubernatorial candidate Seth Magaziner visits University

Seth Maganizer, the current general treasurer of Rhode Island, 
talks to students about his plans to run for governor. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2021

ARTIST SNOWCASE: 
7:30pm-10pm • Edwards Auditorium • FREE
The Concerts Subcommittee is proud to announce the return of  our 
annual Artist Showcase. At this event, students have the opportunity to 
perform on-campus and literally showcase their musical ability. Whether 
you’re looking for promotion for yourself  or your group or just looking 
to be a part of  a night of  musical appreciation, be sure not to miss this! 
Join us in Edwards Auditorium on December 9th, 7:30 PM - 10:00 PM!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2021

MEN’S ICE HOCKEY GAME VS. NYU
7pm • Boss Ice Arena • FREE
Come watch our Rhode Island Rams Men’s Hockey Team take on 
NYU! Adults tickets are $5 cash at the door. Students & Kids under 12 
are free! The teams play again Saturday, Dec 11th at 3:30pm.

URI DEPT OF MUSIC CONVOCATION XII - FALL 2021
1pm-2pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • FREE
Atla DeChamplain and Jon Amon, coordinators
The URI Department of  Music presents weekly concerts featuring 
faculty, students, and special guests, with discussions. Programs subject to 
change, please check with the office (401) 874-2431 for current informa-
tion. FREE

URI CONCERT BAND II - FALL 2021
8pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • $Various
Brian Cardany, director. For their second concert of  the semester, expect a 
mix o standard repetoire and seasonal selections for winds and percussion.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021

MUSICALLY INCLINED FALL CONCERT
7pm-8:30pm • Edwards Auditorium • $
Musically Inclined A Cappella is performng their Fall Semester concert! 
Free registration, donations will be accepted at the door.
**Attendees will be required to wear masks AND required to show one 
of  the following: their URI ID, proof  of  COVID-19 vaccination, or a 
negative PCR test taken within 72 hours of  the event.

UNIVERSITY CHORUS - FALL 2021
8pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • $Various
The URI University Chorus, open to all students at the University, 
explores interesting repertoire written for larger chorus from various times 
and nationalities.

MICHAEL GRENIER GRADUATE JAZZ SAXOPHONE 
RECITAL - FALL 2021
1pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • FREE
URI Masters Degree student Michael Grenier presents his Graduate 
Performance Recital, FREE

FERNANDO MARZON SENIOR JAZZ SAXOPHONE 
RECITAL - FALL 2021
3pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • FREE
URI Senior Fernando Marzon presents his Jazz Performance Recital.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021

POINSETTIA SALE
4 pm - 5:30 pm • MULTICULTURAL CENTER, 203 • FREE
Coffee & Scripture is our weekly in-depth Bible study. We discuss God, 
the Bible, and life application. We don’t dodge the difficult parts of  the 
Bible; we seek to understand them. Your questions are encouraged! Any 
students (regardless of  your religious background or affiliation) are wel-
come to join us. If  you don’t have a Bible, we can provide you with one. 
Plus, we’ll have free coffee! Every Wednesday throughout the semester.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021

INTRAMURAL SPORTS: RHODY VIRTUAL TRIVIA
8pm-9pm • VIRTUAL EVENT • FREE
All are welcome to come to participate in Intramural Rhody Virtual Triv-
ia. Registration is FREE!  Rhody Virtual Trivia is played independently, 
it consists of  8 rounds of  trivia (with 8 questions each) and a half  time 
and final question. All Trivia will be run through Zoom, utilizing Kahoot 
as the Trivia Platform. Win $50, $30, $20 in Gift Cards. Trivia will 
always start at 8:00 pm on the designated day. Register on IMLeagues.
com/uri link for Trivia will be in the confirmed registration. 

THIS WEEK AT URI
visible mold on one of  our ceiling tiles and the air 
vent in our room,” Lucear said. “When we decided 
to open the vent, we were horrified to see it was that 
gross.”  

Lucear and her roommate put the test out on 
Monday, Nov. 22, right before they left for Thanks-
giving break. They swabbed their vent and put it in 
the solution in the petri dish and left it in one of  their 
drawers over break. 

When they returned on Sunday, Nov. 28, Luce-
ar said she was “grossed out” by the results. 

Lucear called Housing and Residential Life 
(HRL) the next morning to report the mold in her 
room after her parents encouraged her to do so. She 
said someone came later that day to look at it. 

According to her, they changed the ceiling tile 
that had the mold growing on it, and told her that 
vent cleaning was scheduled later in December, but 
they would come earlier to clean it out for them. 

However, Lucear said that it was unclear to 
her when they were actually going to come to clean 
the vent. She said her mother called HRL Tuesday 
morning to request someone to clean her vents, and 
later that day, they cleaned it.

“They told me that they had vacuumed the in-
side of  the vent and cleaned it with an anti-mold 
Clorox solution,” Lucear said. 

Lucear said that it was “a little disappointing” 
that she found mold in her dorm room, calling it 
“concerning and a health hazard.”

However, the mold test may not have been accu-
rate, Medical Director of  Health Services Dr. Chris-
topher Nasin said. Over-the-counter mold tests like 
this one have not been approved by the FDA “for 
diagnostic purposes.”

“These test results should be taken with a grain 
of  salt and an FDA-approved test should be used for 
medical purposes,” he said.

Frankie Minor, the director of  Housing & Res-
idential Life (HRL), said that the majority of  mold 
reports are unsubstantiated at URI.

“What students observe and take pictures of  
and send home to their parents to then contact us 
is very often not mold,” he said. “However, we treat 
each of  these situations as a legitimate report, be-
cause it could be mold.”

Instead of  mold, Minor said that it is often other 
things, like grime and dust buildup. 

“It looks gross, but it’s not necessarily mold,” he 
said.

Students who wish to report potential mold in 
their rooms should do so through the My Housing 
app, according to Minor. The app automatically 

takes the student’s name, room number and loca-
tion, as opposed to calling the customer service desk 
or speaking to their RA.

Once a report is made, the associate director 
— who, Minor said, has a degree in biochemistry 
and over 20 years of  experience in the field — will 
follow up, and if  there is any suspicion that it might 
be mold, an outside agency is contacted to conduct 
testing. 

“Our associate director [Jeffrey Plouffe is] only 
supposed to work five days a week, but he works 
through the weekend on a pretty regular basis, and 
following up on these he does individually,” Minor 
said. “The biggest delay we should have from a re-
port to an on-site investigation is a day or two by 
virtue of  when the report came in.”

He also noted that HRL will clean and sanitize 
the area regardless of  whether or not the substance 
was actually mold.

While mold can cause irritation, especially in 
those with allergies and asthma, it does not cause 
disease, according to Nasin.

“A lot of  people think that it causes severe med-
ical problems and long-term complications and it 
just doesn’t, not in this part of  the country,” he said. 
“There are different types of  molds in different parts 
of  the country that can actually cause disease in hu-
man beings, but thankfully here the common types 
of  mold that we see indoors [are] really just [aller-
gens].”

Nasin said that people exposed to mold, or the 
grimy substance mentioned by Minor that often 
includes dust and dust mites, may experience aller-
gy symptoms including stuffy and runny noses and 
itchy eyes, and those with asthma may also experi-
ence wheezing. These symptoms are similar to viral 
illnesses, which have been especially prevalent on 
college campuses and communities across the coun-
try in recent weeks.

“If  someone is allergic to mold, and they have 
mold in their living environment, they’re going to 
have persistent allergic symptoms,” he said, “and al-
lergic symptoms can mimic the symptoms of  a viral 
infection.”

In addition, Nasin said that the “return to nor-
mal” following strict COVID-19 protocols for the 
past year and a half  has not helped immune systems 
stay ready for potential diseases.

“The so-called ‘frat flu’ and all these things that 
have been affecting our students is really more of  an 
issue with our immune system having a respite for 
18 months and then all of  a sudden being thrown 
together again in a social environment,” said Nasin.

Mold - Continued from Page 1

FAC - Continued from Page 1
Schane Tallardy, a manager for construction projects in the Office of  Capital Projects, said that the 

main thing they are working towards now is getting the classrooms in Pastore Hall ready for the art depart-
ment’s move.

Kittredge doesn’t anticipate students and faculty being upset by the move, citing the ‘nice’ classrooms 
with big, open windows. She said if  students or faculty had a classroom in the FAC, they will have a class-
room in Pastore, and no one is losing any square footage.

“The key thing is that when we move the art students into Pastore, we’re not displacing anybody else to 
move them in, that these spaces that are unoccupied now and that we always true to have kind of, you know, 
a backup of  space so that we can move programs when we need to,” Tallardy said.

So far, there have been no concerns from faculty or students about the displacement, according to 
Kittredge. 

“They have given us their scope, that is their list of  needs and then their list of  wants, and it's a require-
ment that we provide all of  the needs for them,” she said. “So if  there's any equipment that's not being 
moved over, it's because professors didn't ask for it.”

Tallardy said that they don’t want to alter the quality of  the programs here at the University.
“Our biggest piece is making sure that the program that we deliver to the students isn’t affected,” Tal-

lardy said.
Although the plan is to ensure that the impacts to the programs are minimal, there are backup plans in 

place in case and alternate locations that can be used to provide students with the education they are paying 
for.

“Hopefully people will be happy in the end because it's exciting,” Kittredge said. “We need this eyesore 
to be cleaned up.”



Nextdoor app mails student 
residential information 
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Indigenous history at 
URI: How is it taught? 

NEWS

Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

When Jeremy Bergantini was 
young, his grandfather sat him 
down with a book about Native 
American history and told him he 
had to understand the importance 
of  his heritage. 

Bergantini, now a first-year 
student studying history and stu-
dio art after returning to school 
following military service, said 
that this memory is what set him 
on a “path of  caring” about his 
Narragansett tribal association. 

“Up until then, I was just a 
naive kid,” Bergatini said. “I was 
just like, you know, whatever. It 
doesn’t matter what I am. I’m 
an American, what’s it matter? 
Thanks to that, I understand a 
lot more about the importance 
of  certain aspects of  our heritage, 
and where certain things come 
from and how we get to where we 
go.” 

Bergantini is now taking pro-
fessor Christian Gonzales’s HIS 
141: History of  the United States 
to 1877, which touches on aspects 
of  Indigenous history. He said he 
has learned more about the sym-
biotic relationship between the 
natives and colonists specifically, 
which he never realized before. 

Bergantini said he learned 
that these groups had a reciprocal 
back and forth relationship that 
was healthy, until the colonists 
started to manipulate the natives 
they shared the land with. 

Gonzales said he teaches his 
classes through a lens of  “decol-
onizing history.” According to 
him, this means looking at history 
through an Indigenous perspec-
tive, as well as viewing history by 
“privileging Indigenous values” 
and applying that to the settler 
context. 

“Indigenous history is cen-
tral to all courses, regardless of  
whether it’s literally an Indige-
nous history course or not,” Gon-
zales said. “That’s, again, because 
I teach early American history, 
which native history is central to.”

Bergantini, who is looking to 
minor in both underwater archae-
ology and New England studies, 
said that he did not know of  an-
other professor at the University 
of  Rhode Island teaching Indige-

nous history the way that Gonza-
les is teaching it. 

“I don’t think it’s a loud 
enough voice,” Bergantini said. 

In recent years, the Universi-
ty has been doing more to address 
the Kingston campus being built 
on Narragansett land. This se-
mester, there was a campus tour 
and seminar where a group of  
history professors and Tomaquag 
Museum Director Lorén Spears 
highlighted Indigenous history 
sites on campus. 

URI also recently began 
a Narragansett scholarship for 
students that have a Narragan-
sett Tribal association. President 
Marc Parlange, since arriving at 
the University earlier this semes-
ter, has also given land acknowl-
edgements at events and to the 
community in an email on In-
digenous Peoples’ Day. The To-
maquag Museum is also moving 
to the University in 2023. 

Even with these new events 
and efforts, Bergantini believes 
there is more to be done in terms 
of  promotion and highlighting 
events around Native American 
history. 

“I’m looking for that stuff, 
and I’m kind of  finding it; imag-
ine people that aren’t trying to 
find it?” he said. “Moving the 
Tomaquag Museum to URI is a 
huge first step, but how many peo-
ple even know that it [was mov-
ing] or that it was there?” 

In order to bring more atten-
tion and awareness to Indigenous 
events and history at URI, stu-
dents need to make their voices 
heard, Bergantini said. He also 
said that Native American his-
tory needs to be relevant outside 
of  November’s Native American 
Heritage Month, in which many 
campus events were hosted in ac-
knowledgement. 

Gonzales also said that it’s 
critical students be taught about 
Indigenous history in a truthful 
way and to avoid teaching colo-
nialist-centric history. 

“The more that you can tell 
the truth about why and how this 
happens, happened and continues 
to happen, the better,” Gonzales 
said. “It’s deeply uncomfortable 
for a lot of  students but it’s also 
necessary for us to begin to create 
something better, right?” 

Nicole Wagner | Managing Editor

With 9,357 Nextdoor “res-
idents” in Narragansett, Rhode 
Island, have you recently joined 
the neighborhood?

If  you have, you may want to 
check the settings of  your Next-
door app profile to see if  you’re 
sending your information out to 
anyone unknowingly. 

The week before Thanksgiv-
ing, University of  Rhode Island 
junior French and theatre major 
Allegra Levone got a text from a 
friend that had received a letter 
in the mail with her first and last 
name, alongside the name of  her 
off-campus street. 

This surprised her, because 
she said she didn’t recall clicking 
anything to give the app permis-
sion to send her information out 
or to promote the company. 

“I have a friend from the the-
atre department who texted me 
a picture jokingly and was like, 
‘Oh, thanks Allegra for sending 
me this letter,’ and I was like ‘I did 
not send you that letter,’” Levone 
said.

The letter that her friend, 
senior elementary education ma-
jor Jenna Andrade, received was 
not specifically addressed to her, 
which Levone said made her as-
sume it had been sent to everyone 
on Andrade’s street, which is not 
close to Levone’s residence.

Three weeks into living in 
Narragansett, Levone said she 
downloaded the app at the rec-
ommendation of  a neighbor 
when she wanted to find the own-
ers of  a cat she found. 

“For a really long time I used 
to [read through the terms and 
conditions of  apps I downloaded], 
but when I downloaded Nextdoor 
I was just really worried about the 
cat so I wasn’t really focused on 
[the] fine print,” she said. “But 
I’m almost sure that if  I had gone 
in it would’ve been like ‘Nextdoor 
reserves the right to use your in-
formation to encourage other 
people to join Nextdoor.’ Which 
is a great fine print to put in if  
you’re the company advertising, 
but not if  you’re the customer.”

According to Nextdoor’s 
website, if  a member is interested 
in sending out invitations to any 
neighbors, the invitation process 
delineates that the letter you have 
sent out through Nextdoor will 
include your name, street name 
and “helpful information about 
Nextdoor.” 

Their website, when address-
ing “neighbor-to-neighbor invita-
tions,” states that invitations will 
never be sent on a member’s be-
half  without their permission and 
that if  a member “accidentally 
chose to send invitations” and 
wants to cancel them, they should 
contact nextdoor.com/support. 

Nextdoor declined the re-
quest for an interview with the 
Cigar. 

When Levone got the text 
from Andrade, she said she felt 
confused, but had a lot going on 
at the time and put it off. Addi-
tionally, she said it didn’t feel 
“pressing” enough since the ad-
dress they were giving out was one 
she would only be living at for an-
other six months. 

“Over this past weekend, I 
got a notification from Nextdoor 
that somebody had accepted my 
invitation, I don’t know who they 
are,” she said. “So I hope they’re 
happy on Nextdoor? I don’t even 
really know who to go to about it 
because it feels like the damage 
is done, they’ve already sent out 
these letters and they're not going 
to go collect them and take them 
back.”

Levone said she was unsure 
if  this had happened to any other 
people who have joined Nextdoor 
or if  she had inadvertently hit a 
button to send out invitations for 
the app. 

When Andrade came to real-
ize that Levone did not know this 
letter was sent out with her in-
formation on it, she said she was 
concerned. 

“It’s very concerning that her 
information was just sent out for 
all of  these people to see without 
her knowledge that they have this 
information, and I don’t think 
that should be allowed,” Andrade 
said. 

Soon after the Cigar reached 
out to Levone for this story, she 
reached out to other friends to see 
if  they had received the letter as 
well. She said no one else report-
ed receiving such a letter. 

Levone has not used the app 
since the cat issue was resolved. 

If  you are someone that finds 
yourself  inclined to download 
Nextdoor, whether that be to join 
a walking club or post about a cat 
you found, be sure to read the 
terms and conditions. 

Unknowing ‘neighbor’ expresses concern over letters sent

The NextDoor app has left some users very concerned about personal information being mailed to the wrong address. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Wikipedia 

“Indigenous history is central to all 
courses, regardless of whether it’s lit-
erally an Indigenous history course or 

not. That’s, again, because I teach early 
American history, which native history 

is central to.”

- Christian Gonzales, history professor



Professors share feelings on faculty 
experiences, gender disparities
Claudia Stepien | Contributing Reporter

The recent Campus Climate Survey conducted at 
the University of  Rhode Island showed a level of  dis-
content with the climate at URI from faculty and stu-
dents alike.

Of  all the subgroups, faculty made up the smallest 
percentage of  survey respondents at 11 percent. Kath-
leen McIntyre, associate director of  the honors program 
and assistant professor of  gender and women’s studies, 
expressed her disappointment in the lack of  participa-
tion and what she took away from those numbers.

“Only 11 percent of  respondents are faculty, which 
is a little disappointing, but out of  that percentage about 
60 percent were female and 40 percent were male, so 
more women, more than the men, are taking the time 
out to do the survey, and you usually fill out surveys if  
you’re super satisfied or unsatisfied,” McIntyre said.

She mentioned that she felt valued at the University, 
but also pointed out how her gender has impacted her 
personal experience and the experiences of  female staff 
in general.

McIntyre connected the higher response rate of  fe-
male faculty to higher rates of  dissatisfaction at URI.

“Overall, it seemed to me from the survey that fe-
male professors felt less valued than male professors, 
and it wasn’t like it wasn’t a huge percentage,” McIn-
tyre said.

  Ben Anderson, an associate professor of  three-di-
mensional art and sculpture and chair of  the depart-
ment of  art and art history, said that he’s been working 
at URI since 2006 and that he personally feels support-
ed and valued by the University.

The survey results cited respondents who felt there 
were discrepancies across disciplines at the universi-
ty, one unnamed respondent writing, “Faculty salaries 
across departments are not equitable, e.g., faculty in en-
gineering make more than similar positions in some of  
the Arts & Sciences positions, e.g. the languages.” 

Anderson thinks that Marc Parlange, the Universi-

ty’s new president, will be an asset to the arts in the 
future.

“I have high hopes for this incoming president, you 
know, and I feel he’s been reaching out to our depart-
ment, to the arts in general,” Anderson said. “I think 
he’s been very open and making an effort to learn more 
about our department.”

McIntyre said that a lot of  the issues women face ar-
en’t directly stemming from academic institutions but to 
societal standards, such as the idea that women should 
be the caretaker in a family or that they should pick 
up extra unpaid labor in the workplace. She mentioned 
that when parents had to stay home during COVID-19, 
it was stereotypically the mother who both cared for 
children and did her job. 

“I noticed this at three different institutions in a de-
partment, whether it’s staff or faculty, it’s usually women 
who are expected to bake cakes when it’s somebody’s 
birthday or collect money for flowers when a faculty 
member or staff member has maybe lost an elderly par-
ent,” McIntyre said. “That might seem kind of  silly, but 
I just noticed that men are less likely to do the collec-
tions for gifts or do baked goods, yet they are the first to 
kind of  grab at it and expect it.”

She noted that she experiences these discrepancies 
as a woman, and acknowledged that people of  color and 
members of  the LGBTQ+ community also often feel 
obligated to pick up the slack in these situations. 

“I think that there should be more pay or incentives 
for people who do extra service work or are expected to 
do extra service work again,” McIntyre said. “Because 
that from the survey results, and this mimics natural 
trends, it seems like female faculty and faculty of  color 
are more likely to do heavy service loads.”

Both are hopeful for the years to come, and McIn-
tyre said that for some areas of  the survey, the Universi-
ty outranked national levels, so the future is very prom-
ising. Anderson said that the upcoming renovations of  
the Fine Arts Center support his confidence in URI and 
the new president’s work at the University.
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Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

For the ninth and final time, The University of  Rhode 
Island held its honors colloquium on the ocean and sus-
taining our shores entitled “An Ocean State of  Mind: In 
Crisis, Opportunity.”

Prior to the night’s speaker, Director of  the Honors 
Programs Lynne Derbyshire thanked the colloquium’s co-
ordinators, J.P. Walsh and Andrew Davies, for their work 
this semester.

“The speakers they’ve invited have been so informa-
tive about the complex relationships between humans and 
oceans, and we are deeply grateful to them,” Derbyshire 
said.

Walsh and Wanda Hopkins, a member of  the URI 
Native American Advisory Council, acknowledged the 
event and the University’s location on Indigenous Narra-
gansett land.

The event’s speaker Wallace J. Nichols, an author 
and activist for water and ecosystems, highlighted previ-
ous Honors Colloquium topics from this semester He told 
the audience that he spent time “binge-watching” previous 
Honors Colloquium events from this years’ series as well 
as years prior. 

He referenced researcher Rashid Sumalia, who spoke 
at a previous Honors Colloquium this semester about the 
economics of  fish and fisheries, and the idea that fish are 
more valuable in this world than diamonds, for example, to 
the planet. He quoted chef  Barton Seaver, another speaker 
at a previous colloquium who discussed marine food sys-
tems and the idea that our choices of  how we interact with 
nature can heal it.

He said in his presentation that when we undervalue 
the water, tragedy can occur, and his goal is to make peo-

ple re-evaluate their relationships with the ocean. He refer-
enced the words of  Hopkins and other Indigenous leaders 
who spoke at previous events.

“Wanda and the other Indigenous leaders have 
brought their prayers, their songs, their stories, their love, 
their deep connection to share, and I think we all have 
much to learn from that perspective,” Nichols said.

Nichols then referenced last week’s colloquium on 
plastic and marine pollution. He discussed what it’s pan-
elists said about the topic of  pollution, acknowledging 
and agreeing with their conclusions that we need to learn 
where to use our research to make a plan to improve the 
health of  the ocean.

He presented a picture of  a Rhode Island license plate 
to the audience.

“Every time you see this Ocean State license plate, 
which might be daily or several times a day, depending on 
how much traffic you’re driving in and how many cars you 
go by, I want you to reflect,” he said. “Use that as a queue 
to reflect on this semester and what you’ve learned about 
yourself  and our ocean planet and that intricate, intimate 
relationship, that interdependence we have with our water 
planet.”

Nichols also discussed removing resources from the 
ocean, which he said is an issue right now.

“We are putting too much into the ocean in the form 
of  various types of  pollution,” he said. “We are taking too 
much out of  the ocean, not just fisheries.”

He mentioned that people in general are wrecking 
the edge areas where progress can be made, whether it be 
where currents meet or coastal areas where economic ac-
tivity is.

He talked about the spiritual healing of  water, men-
tioning Tom Wren, a triple amputee who found peace in 

surfing, and suggested that water may have helped human-
ity find an identity.

“The first time we saw ourselves was in water,” he said. 
“We didn’t have mirrors. We didn’t have bathrooms. We 
didn’t have hallway mirrors or changing rooms.”

He also mentioned more on the emotional connection 
to water and the symbolism, even mentioning Jim Crow 
laws with water fountains and pools in the past, as well 
as the Flint, Michigan water crisis, as examples of  people 
being denied access to water.

At the end of  his presentation, Nichols mentioned that 
the emotional benefits of  water are important to preserv-
ing that water, too. 

“We often talk about the ecological and economic 
benefits, but let’s also add emotional benefits,” Nichols 
said. “They are real. They’re quantifiable. They’re well 
studied and if  you’re leaving them out, there’s really no 
reason other than you don’t know.”

Derbyshire announced that the Honors Colloquium 
series will continue in the fall of  2022 with the theme “Just 
Good Food.” 

‘Sustaining Our Shores’ Colloquium waves goodbye 
Event discusses importance, healing of ocean

To wrap up the fall semester Honors Colloquium, Wallace J. Nichols To wrap up the fall semester Honors Colloquium, Wallace J. Nichols 
speaks about reevaluating our relationship to the oceans. speaks about reevaluating our relationship to the oceans. 
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Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

The Student Senate Cul-
tural Affairs Committee is 
charged with promoting mul-
ticulturalism, maintaining a 
unified and inclusive space on 
campus and ensuring equal op-
portunity for all students, all of  
which Committee Chair Angel-
ica Tyson is dedicated to.

Tyson is a double major 
in psychology and criminology 
and criminal justice. She start-
ed her tenure as the Cultural 
Affairs Committee chair at the 
end of  the spring 2021 semes-
ter.

“I got involved on Student 
Senate because I felt like there’s 
a lot of  issues on this campus 
that people weren’t really ad-
dressing,” Tyson said. “I just 
want to find a way to actually 
have the students’ voices be 
heard and seen and I feel like 
that was my main driving force.”

Having transferred from the 
Community College of  Rhode Is-
land to the University of  Rhode Island, Tyson said 
that it is hard for many transfer students and inter-
national students to navigate all of  the resources on 
campus, which is one of  the reasons why Tyson plans 
on-campus events from donation drives to network-
ing events. 

Since being elected as the chair of  the Senate 
Cultural Affairs Committee, Tyson has made it her 
priority to help multicultural community members 
succeed on campus. According to the Senate bylaws, 
the Cultural Affairs Committee should be concerned 
with cultural issues including promoting multicultur-
alism and maintaining a unified and inclusive cam-
pus community while ensuring equal opportunity. 
Tyson said that she does her best to do this.

“Basically, I just want to focus on making sure 
everyone can see [multicultural students] succeed 
at this campus, because that was my biggest hurdle 
growing up,” Tyson said. “I didn’t see anyone that 
looked like me graduating from high school.” 

Since Tyson stepped into the role of  chair of  
the Cultural Affairs Committee, Student Senate Di-
rector of  Information Yasmin Diaz said that Tyson 
has given 100 percent effort to planning events that 
consider everyone’s safety, especially in regards to 
COVID-19 regulations. 

“I definitely feel like she’s been very considerate 
of  the needs of  others as the chair and she’s kind of  
modeled her events around [keeping] everyone safe 
and still keeping everyone involved, which is great,” 
Diaz said.

In addition to her position within the Senate, 
Tyson is also the vice president of  the College Dem-
ocrats and a member of  the Black Student Union. 
Tyson said that she believes that she should focus 
more on the cultural needs of  the URI communi-
ty, while leaving political topics and issues for other 
clubs to address.

“I tried to not make politics my main focus here 
on campus,” Tyson said. “I feel like there’s a lot more 

issues to talk about. Other organizations and clubs 
can handle that.” 

For Breast Cancer Awareness Month this past 
October, Tyson planned and implemented a hat and 
headwrap drive to encourage breast cancer aware-
ness across URI alongside P.I.N.K. Women. She ad-
vertised the drive by leaving pins in the Union and 
library for students to take for free. The drive asked 
students to donate hats, headwraps, scarves and oth-
er articles of  clothing to Newport Hospital. 

“That was a pretty successful drive that I feel like 
she hosted, especially since she hosted it in collabora-
tion with another bigger student organization,” Diaz 
said. “That definitely garnered a lot of  traction.” 

Before hosting the hat and headwrap drive for 
breast cancer awareness, Tyson hosted a pumpkin 
paint night where students painted pumpkins with 
an element of  breast cancer solidarity involved. 

Tyson is currently planning an event for next 
semester which would bring shelter animals to cam-
pus for finals to help raise awareness and money for 
animal shelters by charging $5 to spend time with 
an animal.  

Diaz also noted that Tyson is attempting to en-
courage more participation within the committee as 
the impact of  COVID-19 is slowly moving out of  
club meetings at URI. 

“She’s definitely trying to get like those Zoom 
calls to be full or even like if  she’s having in-person 
meetings like she’s trying to get as much involvement 
and participation on the committee as possible,” 
Diaz said.

On a larger scale, Tyson plans to be working 
with a networking event that targets multicultural 
URI students as an effective way to continue her goal 
on campus next spring.  

“The main focus of  that networking event is 
working in predominantly white spaces,” Tyson said. 
“So that will be mainly targeted for the multicultural 
students here on campus.”
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Imagination to 
creation in the 
Makerspace

FEATURES
Senate Cultural Affairs chair advocates 
for multicultural student success

Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

If  you name it, you can create it at the Makerspace located in the 
Robert L. Carothers Library at the University of  Rhode Island. 

The Makerspace is home to 3D printers, sewing machines, vinyl 
and laser cutters, a 3D scanner, a woodcarver and more. The Mak-
erspace is run by the library, and works closely with the dean of  the 
library, Karim Boughida, to approve projects and help disburse funds 
for new equipment. 

The labs are open for all URI students, staff, faculty and even 
alumni to use. 

“We encourage students to come into the Makerspace to learn 
something new, create something and familizare themselves with the 
technology we have,” Samantha Cochis, one of  the coordinators for 
the Makerspace, said. 

The Makerspace puts on different workshops at least once a month 
to make students aware of  the technology and projects students can 
use there, according to Cochis. Cochis uses her background as a Public 
Relations major to help organize the events. 

“I think just the opportunity to be able to create student program-
ming myself  and to help other people create really successful student 
programming is my favorite part [of  being involved in Makerspace],” 
Cochis said. 

Some of  the workshops this year have included making candy 
molds for Halloween, screen printing tote bags, sewing masks and most 
recently 3D printing snowmen.

Students can also come in whenever they want to create something 
according to Cochis. There is a team of  students who are knowledge-
able about the equipment and can help step by step through the design 
process. 

“We have a lot of  kids come in and say ‘I have a class I need to 3D 
print something for,’” Cochis said. “It doesn't have to just be an aca-
demic use, you can just make something cool.” 

One of  the other coordinators, Anthony Neves, said that one of  his 
favorite projects that he worked on was 3D printing an entire game set 
for the game “Catan,” complete with color-coded mountains and fields. 

“People feel as though this space does not apply to them because 
they’re not an engineering major or a [pharmacy] major or whatever, 
but in actuality, this space is open for everyone,” Neves said. 

The Makerspace itself  is decorated with a few things made by the 
machines in the lab. 

“I’ve had some great help from the staff here,” Tatiana Almonacy, 
a student at the lab, said. “If  there’s a lot of  people in here I’ll be like 
‘oh yeah, well I know how to do this because they taught me.’”

The team is made up of  students from all different backgrounds, 
who help create the workshops, work closely with the University and 
teach students how to use the different equipment. 

The Makerspace recently expanded to have an XR Lab, which 
Neves said he helped open over this school year. In the lab, students 
can design projects which they can experience through augmented and 
virtual reality through different software.

“It doesn't have to stop with the physical world in the sense of  
things that we can create and are tangible,” Neves said. 

The Makerspace is open every weekday, and students can find 
more information through their social media platforms. 

“I would encourage anybody to walk in and we can find something 
that you’re excited to do,” Cochis said. 

The library is not just a place for studying for exams, it’s also a space to be creative in The library is not just a place for studying for exams, it’s also a space to be creative in 
the Makerspace. PHOTO CREDIT: the Makerspace. PHOTO CREDIT: Matt Goralnick | Matt Goralnick | Contributing PhotographerContributing Photographer

As the chair member for URI’s Student Senate Cultural Affairs Committee, Angelica Tyson 
focuses on multicultural community members succeeding on campus. 

PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor



A small structure for 
a sky full of stars
URI planetarium faces financial, 
accessibility issues
Emily Drell | Contributing Reporter
Mary Lind | Production Manager

Tucked behind the Kirk Center for Advanced Technology 
along Upper College Road, the world’s second-smallest planetari-
um lies dormant.

Typically used by astronomy classes prior to the pandemic, it 
has been unused since the COVID-19 pandemic began in March 
2020.

“It’s a great place,” physics professor Douglas Gobeille, who 
teaches astronomy courses and was in charge of  the building, said. 
“It’s got great history; it’s built using the top of  one of  the old 
grain silos from the farms on campus. It was always fun.”

Gobeille explained that the planetarium is no longer compli-
ant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) because there 
are steps that you have to walk up in order to get to the part of  the 
building where you can view the presentations. Additionally, the 
projector itself  is over 30 years old.

“We had jerry-rigged that thing 16 ways to Sunday and if  this 
last connection failed, there was nothing else we could do to keep 
it going,” Gobeille said. 

Renovating the building in order to meet ADA standards 
and upgrading all the equipment would cost up to $750,000, by 
Gobeille’s estimates. The ADA upgrades alone would cost roughly 
$100,000. 

“When the situation with the ADA compliance came in, it was 
kind of  [like] ‘why are we gonna spend 100,000 some-odd dollars 
to make a building compliant that could legitimately stop working 
tomorrow?’” he said.

For everything that needs to be done, he said that it would cost, 
at minimum, between $250,000 and $300,000.

With these challenges at play, finding the funding to renovate 
has been difficult, especially considering other plans the University 
has that need money. Recent inflation has also made everything 
much more expensive which decreases the chances that it will be 
fixed any time soon, according to Gobeille.

Tommy Muth, a doctoral candidate in physics and 2018 grad-
uate in math and physics, spent time in the planetarium as an un-
dergraduate when he took one of  Gobeille’s classes.

“His class blew, like literally opened, my mind to new hori-
zons about my understanding of  the universe in our own little rock 
that’s moving through space,” he said. “With the projector it feels 
like you’re in a ship and you’re flying through space. It was very 
mind-blowing because it feels like an out-of-body experience.”

In addition to the University classes that would be held there, 
there was also a lot of  public engagement with the planetarium.

“It was great to have other classes in there, but especially when 
we did [events for] Girl Scouts and all kinds of  K-12 events,” 
Gobeille said. “We did stuff  for the Kingston Free Library, we did 
things for Newport, like a reading club, it was all over the place.”

He talked about what is commonly referred to as the “leaky 
pipe problem,” in which students in STEM — particularly female 
students — “leak out of  the system” and wind up in other fields. 
Gobeille explained that engaging with students in the way that the 
planetarium could is crucial in reducing that problem.

“I don’t like the fact that a lot of  people lose their sense of  
wonder in so many ways,” he said. “The planetarium is a good 
mechanism towards [reducing] that, and again, this is one of  so 
many things we can do with that. It helps us breathe life into other 
classes, gives us a place to show you in a very visceral manner what 
the night sky might have been like on this night and that day.”

Muth agreed that the planetarium was a good resource for the 
community to take their first steps into learning about the solar 
system. 

“With the solar observations that we [had], we allow[ed] any-
one who’s interested, who’s curious, to come and take a look and 
be interested,” he said, “and this is what the whole point of  higher 
education should be about - being interested in something new, or 
something that you want to be familiar with.”

While the process of  securing funding and completing the ren-
ovations on the planetarium will likely take several years, Gobeille 
remains hopeful that one day in the future its doors will open once 
again.

“It’s not like it’s dead or done,” Gobeille said. “I don’t intend 
to stop fighting this fight, but I acknowledge it’s probably not going 
to move significantly for several years.”
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From math to photography, 
from India to Rhode Island
Professor photos put in prestigious places

Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

From art hanging in the world's most pres-
tigious galleries to locally hung works, profes-
sor Annu Palakunnathu Matthew has left her 
mark on her community. 

Matthew is a photography professor at the 
University of  Rhode Island, where she teach-
es courses like ART 214: Photography I: Dig-
ital, ART 315: Photography II: The Digital 
Darkroom and ART 105: 4D (Time-Based) 
Studio I.

Her art includes a mix of  photo and time-
based media artwork that focuses on cultural 
history, identity and memory. 

Matthew has had her work hanging in 
some of  the world's most prestigious galleries, 
including solo exhibitions in the Royal Ontar-
io Museum, Nuit Blanche Toronto, sepiaEYE 
in New York City and the Smithsonian. She 
currently has an exhibition entitled “ReVi-
sion” at the Newport Art Gallery that is free 
to URI students and available until Jan. 7. 

However, Matthew said the road to get-
ting her work in these galleries is not simple. 

“It doesn't just happen overnight, it's 
quite a slow process of  people understanding 
that you're serious about your work,” she said.

As artists, it is typical to go through the 
jury curator process when applying for juried 
shows, where a juror will see the work that is 
presented and then include it in a large show. 
At those organizations, various art curators 
would see the work and then get into contact 
with the artists they chose, mentioned Mat-
thew. 

“It's not just one or two images that work, 
you create a track record,” Matthew said. 
“The person who invited me for the Royal 
Ontario Museum, I had no idea she was plan-
ning to curate a show, but she had attended a 
number of  talks I had given at different con-
ferences, so she had been following my work.”

Matthew was born in India and start-
ed working there in computers for about six 
years. She earned a bachelor’s of  science in 
mathematics from the University of  Madras 
in Chennai, India in 1986, and went on to 
earn her master’s of  fine arts in photography 
from the University of  Delaware in 1997.

It was a past partner that encouraged her 
to make the career change from mathematics 
to arts who told her to pursue what she want-
ed.

She then immigrated to the United States 
to start her career in photography. She ap-
plied for a master’s program in business ad-
ministration as a backup plan, in case her art 
career didn’t work out. 

“Once I started photography I never 
looked back,” said Matthew. “Obviously, it's 
a nice pat on the back to be shown in places, 
but I've also tried to not only show in white-
walled galleries or museums but also make my 
artwork onto the streets.” 

She described artwork she had done as 
posters on the side of  buses or buildings, 
which was a feminist statement of  the patri-
archal society in India, and said that she likes 
the accessibility of  public art.

“[It’s] so everyday people who don't go to 
art spaces also see the work,” Matthew said. 
“It's really nice to show in museums and gal-
leries, but I also think it's important to have 
the work seen by a larger audience.”

She said that one of  her exhibits that was 
free to the public had 11,000 people see the 

work in 12 hours. This is much more, accord-
ing to Matthew, than would be expected in a 
paid art museum.

Putting art into the public allows for more 
feedback, according to Matthew. The poster 
work she had done about the patriarchal soci-
ety in India received some negative comments 
back from the Southeast Asian population at 
URI when it was shown to her students. 

“That work wasn’t made to necessarily 
be light, or have everyone agree with, it was 
meant to spark discussion,” she said.

Some of  her other works focused on look-
ing at history and rewriting the narrative. For 
example, she worked on a piece about the In-
dians who fought in World War II. She found 
out while researching that 2.5 million Indians 
decided to fight for their colonizers. Howev-
er, it is not well known in global history or 
taught. 

As a professor, Matthew is known by her 
students for being dedicated to pushing them 
to do their best.

“I think she’s more than willing to go out 
of  her way to help her students achieve what 
we are capable of,” Eddie Melfi, a current 
student in her ART 214: Digital Photography 
class, said.

Melfie said he has not only been able to 
take away more professional photography 
skills, but also how to think more critically 
about how he views art, and photography. 

According to Matthew, it's about the eye 
behind the camera and learning how to make 
art with photography that makes you stronger. 

Matthew depicts her work through time-
based media by collecting family photographs 
and creating 3-D laser-cut crystals that dis-
play a light around them, she displays a video 
she edits of  World War II that plays with the 
stories of  these families. 

She has found that her work has shifted 
into time-based media, which incorporates 
video and audio with still images to create a 
different feeling. 

“I think in today's world everyone is a 
photographer,” Matthew said, explaining that 
phone cameras and photoshop tutorials are 
easily accessible.

Annu Palakunnathu Matthew, a photography professor, has had 
her photography and time-based media been showcased in 

many distinguished museums around the world. 
PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor
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Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Sixty percent of  all students at the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island will switch majors 
at least once in their four years, according 
to the Assistant Dean for University Col-
lege of  Academic Success Linda Moffat.

Moffat said that students can and will 
switch majors at any point in their college 
career; however, the longer students wait, 
the more difficult graduating on time be-
comes.

“There is no deadline when it comes 
to changing your mind and switching your 
major,” Moffat said. “Ideally, I like to say, 
especially for undeclared students, that it 
is the most convenient to have made your 
decision by April of  your freshman year so 
that you can be on the right track starting 
fall of  your sophomore year.”

URI offers a one-credit class called 
UCS 270: Academic and Career Decisions 
for students who are undeclared and con-
sidering changing their majors, according 
to Moffat. This allows students to explore 
different interests and shadow different 
people in the careers that they are looking 
to go into.

“It’s a deeper dive into what your val-
ues are and what your interests are,” Mof-

fat said. “Mostly every student that I’ve had 
in that class has successfully left with a new 
major.”

Moffat said that there is also a section 
on e-campus called “What If ?” where stu-
dents considering changing majors can go 
and see how “behind” they would be if  
they decided to switch majors. This tool is 
extremely helpful and many students don’t 
know about its existence, according to Mof-
fat.

Sophomore Ella Stahl said she came 
into her freshman year of  college as a 
nursing major, but switched to kinesiology 
halfway through her second semester. Stahl 
said that she made the switch after realizing 
that she wasn’t excited about the end goal 
and career beyond her degree.

“I definitely rushed the process of  pick-
ing a major,” she said. “I basically knew that 
I was good at science and math, so nursing 
made sense on paper. Once I got into the 
classes, I realized that nursing wasn’t right 
for me. I liked health care, but I couldn’t 
see myself  being a nurse specifically.”

Stahl said that after playing sports her 
whole life, she realized that she was much 
more interested in sports medicine, athlet-
ic training and kinesiology, and decided to 
make the switch with the help of  her ad-

visors. 
While she doesn’t know exactly what 

she wants to do in the future, Stahl said that 
she feels much more secure on the kinesiol-
ogy track compared to the nursing track. 
She said that she enjoys her classes way 
more and feels more excited for the future.

Sophomore Sky Laurent-Kingsley 
shared a similar experience. Laurent-King-
sley came into the University with a major 
in neuroscience, but switched to commu-
nications after her first semester, realizing 
that she took the wrong approach to her 
passions.

“I’ve always loved talking to other peo-
ple, hearing their stories and getting to un-
derstand who they are,” Laurent-Kingsley 
said. “When I came into college, I thought 
that neuroscience would be interesting for 
me because it takes a scientific approach to 
why people are the way that they are.”

However, after struggling to find mo-
tivation to complete her neuroscience 
classes, Laurent-Kingsley realized that she 
chose the wrong path and figured out that 
she would rather take a different approach 
to get to know people and switch her major 
to communications. 

Laurent-Kingsley, now a double ma-
jor in communications and public relations 

with double minors in leadership and gen-
eral business, said that she has been able 
to flourish ever since she made the switch 
over.  

“Now, instead of  trying to understand 
every part of  the human brain, I get to un-
derstand people through conversation, con-
nection and even more,” Laurent-Kingsley 
said. “If  I never took COM 100 my first se-
mester, I would’ve been stuck doing some-
thing that I’m not passionate about.”

Switching paths, beginning new studies
Changing majors throughout college: The norm

Rhode to change: 
How students can make an impact on campus
Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

Many students at the University of  Rhode Island are passionate about making some 
sort of  change to better the community, but they do not know how to go about this.

The University has a variety of  committees, ranging from The Equity Council to The 
President’s LGBTQ+ Commission listed in the University Manual, which can all serve as 
a place for students to redress their concerns. 

Dean of  Students Dan Graney said that students advocating for change should be 
directed towards specific offices, departments and committees on campus. 

“If  it's a complaint about the academic side of  things, whether it be schedules or 
classes that are available or things like that, those would go through the Provost Office,” 
Graney said. “So, it really sort of  depends on where what it is that they're looking to 
change and I guess sort of  what reason as well."

The URI University Manual is also a great resource for students to utilize for advocat-
ing change, according to Vice President of  Student Affairs Kathy Collins. 

The University Manual states that any new course must have approval from the facul-
ty of  a department before it is initiated, whether it is a temporary or permanent course. If  
a student or faculty member wishes to create a new program, they must create a proposal 
that is reviewed by a coordinating committee, a review committee and the dean of  the 
college before it is approved to run.

Collins said that since she started as the vice president of  student affairs in July 2016, 
she has worked closely with the Student Senate to understand what students want to 
change at URI.

"I meet with the president of  Student Senate and others because I hear students if  
they want to explore,” Collins said. “Right now I know students want to talk about water 
fountains in the residence halls, because many of  our residence halls do not have them 
because [they] were built 50 to 60 years ago.” 

Graney also found that an example of  student-led change came from a request to 
get Veteran’s Day off a couple of  years ago, which started from students petitioning the 
Faculty Senate. 

“There was a question about changing Election Day and Veteran’s Day and having a 
day off so that students would be able to do that,” Graney said. “That process had to go 
through the Faculty Senate and be approved there. And then, they were able to change 
the calendar and things like that.”

However, student-led change met significant challenges due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, according to Collins. She said she was impressed when the Student Senate created 
the URI carpool permit, a rideshare parking pass where three or more commuter students 
can share a parking spot at URI. 

Graney said that the Division of  Student Affairs is willing to talk to any student about 
their feedback as part of  their strategy to advocate for change at URI.

“I don't believe that there's anybody in our division that would be unwilling to meet 
with a student to hear about their complaints,” Graney said.

Departments are also attempting to move forward with student feedback, as Assistant 
Vice President for Student Affairs and Housing and Residential Life Frankie Minor asked 
the Student Senate about their feedback on housing sign-ups for next year, according to 
Collins. 

Collins and Graney recommend that students talk directly with the departments 
about their feedback and issues as the University is striving to make changes to incorpo-
rate diversity and inclusion according to Collins. One initiative that Collins and others 
have worked to achieve on campus is the presence of  gender-neutral bathrooms at URI. 

“I know so many of  our LGBTQ+ community, certainly hearing their voices and the 
voices of  allies and others about gender-neutral restrooms on campus,” Collins said. “And 
that is something I've been working on for almost since I got here with Dr. Annie Russell, 
the director of  the Gender and Sexuality Center.”

GRAPHIC CREDIT: Elizabeth Wong



PAGE 10 • @rhodycigar DECEMBER 9, 2021
CIVICS

ENGAGEMENTCIVIC
“When you’re doing volunteer work, and when 
you’re doing social justice, work and activism, 
it’s very important to take a step back, look at 
your privilege, and make sure that you’re not 
doing it coming out of a place like ‘I’m here to 
save people,’ because then you’re not actually 
going to be doing, you’re not actually going to 
be helping.” 

Andrea Miranda Duarte, junior, biology major 
with a Latin American and Caribbean studies 

minor from Cranston, Rhode Island 
and Bayamon, Puerto Rico.

Progresso Latino Youth Census Ambassador, 
Planned Parenthood Generation Action Intern  

“I think service does look different for every-
one. For some people, it’s like going, getting 
your hands dirty, hands-on work. For other 
people, it might be, say, donating blood. It can 
really look different for different people. And 
I don’t think there’s necessarily one method 
of service that’s more important than others. 
It just depends on how important they are 
to you as a person, you know; what’s more 
salient for you?” 

Zoey Mendoza, junior, medical lab science major 
from Brookline, Massachussets

URI Service Corps Alternative Spring Break 
Leader, URI Habitat for Humanity Vice President, 
Leadership Institute Peer Leader, Student Organi-
zation Leadership Consultants Secretary, Campus 

Compact Newman Civic Fellow

“You have to realize that whatever you’re 
doing needs to be beneficial to the people that 
you’re trying to serve with. So really listening 
to what they’re asking for, and trying to fill 
that with whatever resources you can.”

Samantha Salerno, sophomore, 
nursing major from Long Island, New York. 

URI Service Corps ASB Leader, Leadership 
Institute Student Coordinator, URI Rotaract Sec-

retary, Greek Life Panhellenic Philanthropy Chair

“Just get as involved as possible. Follow what 
you’re passionate about. I found a lot of my 
passions, throughout my classes, too. I purpose-
ly took classes about things that I knew I was 
going to be something that I really care about, 
and it made me identify an issue or something 
that I wanted to and look into even more.” 

Carlee Kerr, alumna ‘21. Co-founder of URI’s 
Diversity Dialogues. Now serving in the 

College Advising Corp at William S. Rogers High 
School in Newport, Rhode Island. 

URI
What are civics? 
How do we define civics?

“Civic engagement means working to make a difference 
in the civic life of our communities and developing the 

combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to 
make that difference. It means promoting the quality of life 

in a community, through both political and non-political 
processes.”

- Thomas Ehrlich, a professor at Stanford University, 
on the definition of civics. 

What are the goals of civic learning 
and education?
To develop knowledgeable, thoughtful, active, capable 
and engaged citizens with the skills and knowledge of: 

• How the government works.
• The leadership skills to work effectively within the system
 and change the system. 
• The values to regularly participate. 
• A sense that they can make change. 
• The disposition and skills to have public discussion 
about difficult topics.

Why is the Cigar doing this?
The Cigar collaborated with professor Perri Leviss’s Political 
Science 482: Civic Learning and Rebuilding Democracy to 
bring this civic-minded newspread to our readers. We hope 
to bring more awareness to civic education overall and high-
light some leaders on our campus making change. 

The URI Clearinghouse for Volunteers, an office in the 
Center for Career and Experiential Education (CCEE), 

found in University College for Academic Success, pro-
vides opportunities for students to engage in service and 

civic engagement experiences on and off URI’s campus. We 
can connect you and our incredible community partners 

to help make an impact within our URI and Rhode Island 
community.

 Students can get involved in everything from 
one-day service opportunities to week-long immersive 

Alternative break trips, and longer term service-learning 
for academic credit or community work-study, in which 

students utilize their work-study award with a non-profit 
partner rather than on-campus. 

A message from URI’s Community 
Engagement Coordinator Amy Albert:

Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

AT



DECEMBER 9, 2021 @rhodycigar • PAGE 11
CIVICS

ASHLEY MERIAN BALDERA GARCIA, ‘22
“‘Democracy is the people’ is something we hear 

all the time but rarely gets put into practice by 
the people. This happens because we are taught 

about democracy and civics in a theoretical way 
rather than a more hands-on practice explana-

tion. Having college students be engaged 
politically and civically will help them see the 

world through other eyes and find their own opin-
ion and stance on certain issues that impact 

the country and therefore them too.”

KELLSIE KING ‘22
“While it may not seem 

like a dire issue to older 
adults, it’s imperative that 

students our age and 
even younger become 

involved in fighting for 
climate justice because 
the issue will affect us 

years down the line. It’s 
important to have those 

conversations now with 
your neighbors, class-

mates, and circles in general 
to have a lightbulb go off and 
hopefully enact change based on 

civic engagement.”

DANA GIORDANO ‘25
“There are an endless number of reasons that support the idea that it is 
important for college students to be engaged politically and civically. 

Historically, a lot of social movements have been led by college stu-
dents. For example, the Greensboro Lunch Counter Sit-ins and the 
anti-war protests in the 1960s that led to Tinker v. Des Moines. It 

teaches students how to express themselves and stand up for their 
views. It also fosters a sense of civic responsibility for these students 

once they graduate and enter the real world.”

PETER G. ASKAR ‘22
“I would like to see the University of Rhode 

Island develop a program that allows for stu-
dents to discuss current,hot-button topics in 

a civil and productive setting, such as a think-
tank of some sort. Practicing exchanging views 

on topics that may ignite emotions such as race, 
gender, etc. without escalation is a necessary 

skill we must possess in order to become a more 
engaged citizenry.”

ANDY KARALEKAS, ‘23 
“College is a very diverse com-

munity, so becoming 
civically and politically 
engaged allows one to 

deepen their level of 
understanding and perhaps 

gain a new perspective on 
how they would like

 to be involved.”

Political Science 482 Students: 
Why do you believe that it is important 
for college students to be engaged 
politically and civically?
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Let’s circle back: 
Thank you, Cigar 
Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief 

Something I never stopped to real-
ize was the impact I was making as edi-
tor-in-chief  of  the Good Five Cent Cigar.

Most days, I was just trying to move 
forward and make choices that I felt would 
better the newspaper. It wasn’t until a few 
weeks ago, at my last Cigar meeting ever, 
that I fully saw what I was doing meant 
something to my staff. 

At the last meeting, everyone applaud-
ed me. At the last meeting, a reporter told 
me something I said to them a year ago 
had changed their life. At the last meeting, 
someone I thought was completely disin-
terested said the kindest words to me. I 
was shocked—by all of  this. I really had 
no idea. 

I left the office that Monday night with 
my heart in a new place. I have poured ev-
erything I had to offer into the Cigar for 
the past 12 months as editor-in-chief. I 
have truly dedicated myself  to producing 
better journalists, more news-worthy sto-
ries, watching the newscast grow, devel-
oping our podcast and helping the editors 
and reporters through it all. I loved the Ci-
gar, and it loved me back. 

After that last meeting, on the walk 
back to my parked car at the Fine Arts 
Center, I cried. Seriously, I turned around 
to make sure no one was walking behind 
me so I didn’t look like an insane person 
sobbing on Upper College Road, and then 
after that, I cried. The things my reporters 
said to me at that meeting moved me. I felt 
fulfilled knowing that trying my best meant 
something to them. I made a difference on 
these people, and I want them to know, 
they made a difference on me. 

I am both devastated and ready to 
close this chapter of  my life at the Cigar. 
It has been the most important part of  my 
college career. Yet, it’s time to move on. 
Time for new people to understand the 
culmination of  feelings I felt a few Mon-
days ago. Time for new people to make 
some new mistakes. Time for new people 
to cover vital campus news. Time for new 
people to make the Cigar better than ever. 

I have to highlight my vice president 
Nicole Wagner: my fellow former news 
editor, my managing editor, my beloved 
senate reporter emerita. She has listened 
to me lose my mind over Oxford commas 
and the stylization of  “the Quad,” and has 
been the best human resources department 

the Cigar has seen. I will miss our constant 
banter and could not be more grateful she 
was the person I got stuck with. No one 
else understands like Nicole does; she is ir-
replaceable. 

I would have never learned anything 
if  it were not for editor-in-chief  emeriti 
Ian Weiner and Theresa Brown. Ian guid-
ed me as a journalist and trusted me with 
more news stories than I can remember. 
One day, as a freshman, he told me I was 
going to be editor-in-chief  in a few years. 
Alas, he was right. Theresa made me feel 
seen and like an important member of  the 
team. I could feel that she believed in me 
wholeheartedly, and she knew I could do 
it, and that’s not a feeling you forget. 

There would never be a newspaper 
without the immeasurable effort the staff 
puts in each week. I tell them all the time, 
but I hope if  they’re reading this they re-
ally hear how proud I am of  them— truly. 
They are incredible people, each driven 
by their own sense of  passion. They come 
together to put out a new issue each week 
and make it fun. There is no one else I 
would rather be stuck in the Cigar office 
with until Thursday at 2 a.m. than Knee-
cole, Mary Lind, Jason Phillips, Adam 
Zangari, Kayla Laguerre-Lewis, Will Pipi-
celli, Aniekan Okon, James McIntosh, 
James Singer, Imani Fleming, Leah Crow-
ley, Evan McAlice, Morgan Maleonskie 
and Leah P(opovic). And I could never 
forget to thank our lovely and motherly 
compositor Susan Sancomb. 

It has been the greatest honor to be 
the Cigar’s editor during its 50th year 
celebration. Thank you to the journalism 
department chair and the Cigar’s first edi-
tor-in-chief  ever, John Pantalone, for all he 
has done for us. 

I don’t know what’s next for me, 
or what the newspaper will look like in 
years to come, or how I’ll take the things 
I learned with me into the future. I don’t 
think I have to know how—all I know is 
that I will carry the lessons I learned here 
and the friends I made throughout my 
life— and watching this newspaper evolve 
will be rewarding. 

To the next editor-in-chief, and the 
one after that and the one after that, re-
member: you may not see it while you’re in 
the thick of  it, but the work you’re doing is 
invaluable. Don’t forget that. 

See you all at the 100th Anniversary 
celebration in 2071. Can’t wait! 

Live long Cigar
Nicole Wagner | Managing Editor

Throughout my tenure at The Good 
Five Cent Cigar, I’ve worn several hats. 

I have been the Student Senate re-
porter, attending Senate every Wednes-
day at 6:30 p.m. to hear the gavel strike 
the podium at least five times during any 
given meeting and wondering when the 
four-hour long meeting would end. I have 
served as a staff reporter, scrambling ev-
ery week to get my stories done and in 
on time. I have worked as a news editor 
to help improve this paper and its writers, 
spending tireless hours editing stories upon 
stories. I have had the privilege of  working 
as managing editor for this past year, and 
I honestly cannot imagine my time at the 
University of  Rhode Island without this 
organization. 

This is not all without my beloved Ed-
itor-in-Chief  (EIC) and former co-News 
Editor Kate LeBlanc. I could not imagine 
having accomplished everything that we 
have if  it had not been together. As news 
editors, calling and texting every Tuesday 
about every funny or stressful thing going 
on; or as EIC and managing editor of  this 
paper handling whatever curveballs were 
thrown our way, I could not imagine it 
without the girlboss to my gatekeep.

However, the curveballs thrown our 
way definitely differ from that of  past Ci-
gar staffs as we have worked through the 
COVID-19 pandemic to keep this Uni-
versity informed and up-to-date. With the 
hard work of  Production Manager Mary 
Lind, former-EIC Theresa Brown, for-
mer-Managing Editor Laura Weick, Kate 
and myself, we worked to keep URI in-
formed about what was going on during 
one of  the most historic events of  the 21st 
century from our homes throughout the 
Northeast. 

Through our teamwork over the past 
two years, alongside that of  the past four 
editorial boards, we have accomplished so 
much. From starting out as editors in the 
spring of  our sophomore year, excited to 
take on our newfound roles and getting in 
the groove of  things, to going completely 
virtual for the next year because of  the 
pandemic and finding our way around 
Zoom productions and online Monday 
night story pitch meetings, I think we’ve 

done a pretty good job. 
While the transition to virtually con-

ducting the orchestral performance of  this 
paper week in and week out was not the 
smoothest, the team we were able to ac-
complish this with made everything easier. 

The hard work of  Entertainment 
Editor Kayla Laguerre-Lewis and for-
mer-Sports Editor Will Pipicelli in navigat-
ing their positions as first-semester section 
editors during the thralls of  the pandemic, 
thrown into the crazy world of  the Cigar 
while remaining virtual, is commendable 
and appreciated. Thank you. 

The dedication and teamwork of  
News Editors Jason Phillips and Adam 
Zangari to continue to encourage report-
ers to improve their writing and keep 
coming back for stories will forever be 
treasured and a gift in taking care of  this 
paper. Thank you.

To Newscast Editor Imani Fleming 
and Sports Editor Aniekan Okon, thank 
you for bringing it every week and keeping 
the newscast alive. Big things to come for 
the both of  you. I just know it.

To Web Editor Leah Popovic and 
Social Media Coordinator Morgan Ma-
leonskie, thank you for keeping the office 
youthful. Your continued hard work and 
laughter during production each week are 
valued and appreciated more than you 
know. 

For those who have years to go at this 
University to continue making your mark, 
savor every moment of  it. Take risks, have 
fun, step out of  your comfort zone and 
try your best. You never know what might 
happen or what you might find, so keep 
digging.

It has been a privilege to work with ev-
eryone I have at this paper in the past four 
years. I would not be the person that I am 
today without it. 

Every story that I have written for this 
paper holds a special place in my heart, 
and I thank every source I have spoken 
with and those who continue to speak with 
the Cigar for sharing your stories with us. 
I hope we have given all of  you a chance 
to speak your mind as the University’s stu-
dent voice. 

And to our little chickens who contin-
ue to uphold the tradition of  hard work 
and credibility at this paper: Live Long 
Cigar. 

LEFT: Kate LeBlanc (right) and Nicole Wagner (left) enjoy reading the Cigar on their last 
Production Night ever. PHOTO CREDIT: Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

RIGHT: Kate LeBlanc (left) and Nicole Wagner (right) at their last Monday 
night story pitch meeting. PHOTO CREDIT: Nicole Wagner | Managing Editor
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Goodbye: ‘Leah 
Crowley reporting, 
Five Cent Cigar News’

Leah Crowley | Newscast Editor Emerita

The first time I ever showed my dad, a video journalist, a reporter 
package I wrote, shot and edited, he looked at me and said, “Did you 
honestly think I’d say this was good?” 

Sixteen-year-old me burst into tears and said, “Yes!”
To my dad’s credit, he has no recollection of  this incident and has 

apologized profusely for his previous lack of  patience. When I sent him 
my most recent package, he texted me saying, “F**king brilliant.”

My vast improvement over the course of  five years is entirely thanks 
to my time at the Good Five Cent Cigar. This student-run newspaper 
afforded me the opportunities to pitch stories, create reporter packages, 
manage a team and work in a state-of-the-art broadcast studio all while 
covering stories that meant a lot to the community. 

While not all my stories were incredibly impactful (I don’t recom-
mend checking out my first COVID-19 related package that ran with 
an article titled “Forget coronavirus, what about the flu?”), there are 
some stories that I am incredibly proud of; specifically the work I did 
covering URI’s history with slavery and colonization.

When I started doing stories on how the University of  Rhode Is-
land sits on the ancestral homelands of  the Narragansett people, with 
the exception of  a few passionate professors, that hidden history was 
not being recognized. Over a year after my first package on the subject, 
I was covering the establishment of  a new scholarship for Narragansett 
students attending URI. 

Being able to follow the advocates on this journey was the highlight 
of  my career at the Cigar, and I hope that whoever reads this column 
will take the time to check out the newscasts from 8/2/20, 10/22/20 
and 10/20/21 to learn more. 

At the Cigar, I served as newscast editor for two years. Elected to 
the position as a freshman, I was scared to take on the role, especially 
considering the newscast had been largely dormant as the renovated 
studio was just reopening. 

Without the guidance of  my predecessor Kate Rogerson and up-
perclassmen, including Ian Weiner, Theresa Brown, Grace DeSanti 
and Julia Moro, I would not have been able to take on the role.

To my peers, friends and most importantly my Editor-In-Chief  and 
podcast co-host Kate LeBlanc, thank you for keeping me sane. One 
more semester to go people!

I only hope that in my time as newscast editor, I was able to provide 
some semblance of  good guidance to my successors as well. 

To Imani Fleming and Aniekan Okon, the once-freshmen who 
stepped up to the scary plate of  video journalism, your futures are so 
bright. Thank you for dealing with this scatterbrained editor. 

Hopefully, we will all meet again in the field soon. 
I’m not a very deep thinker and don’t have any thought-provoking 

insights to conclude this goodbye column, so instead I’ll plug our little 
newspaper one more time.

The Cigar is very special. It’s a place where you can learn to im-
prove your journalistic skills and create work you’re proud of, but more 
importantly, find a group of  people who you can truly be yourself  
around—even if  you’re a K-Poper (stan BTS for clear skin). 

As always, stay safe Rhody. 

- xxx Crowler

Production? Managed.
83 issues later...It’s time to say goodbye.
Mary Lind | Production Manager

At the first Good Five Cent 
Cigar meeting I ever went to in the 
fall of  2018, I took (at least) three 
stories. Which, for those of  you 
who don’t know, is insane; and ev-
ery year there’s at least one fresh-
man who does it. 

I crashed and burned within 
two months of  that meeting and 
wound up crying on the phone 
with then-Editor-in-Chief  Lian-
na Blakeman about how over-
whelmed and lonely I was as a 
first-semester freshman. I suppose 
it’s only fitting that, for my last is-
sue, I also took three stories, but I 
know how to manage myself  bet-
ter now. The only crying I’m doing 
because of  these stories is because 
I know they’re most likely the last 
ones I’ll write.

This last issue marks the end 
of  six years of  being a student jour-
nalist, starting at age 15 for the Li-
on’s Roar at Lincoln High School. 
Thank you to my first journalism 
teachers, Lisa Cardarelli and Do-
reen Picozzi, for believing in me 
and setting me on this path. And 
thank you to John Pantalone, my 
first journalism professor here at 
the University of  Rhode Island, for 
always believing in me and encour-
aging me to do what’s best for my-
self, even if  it meant stepping back 
from doing so much at the Cigar. 
I don’t see myself  having a career 
in journalism, but it was journal-
ism that helped me find myself, my 
strengths and my love for the news 
and political science (which I do 
plan on having a career in).

While every story I’ve written 
since I first stepped into this office 
has a special place in my heart, 
there are a few that stick out more 
than others. As a freshman, work-
ing on investigative stories about 
mold in dorms, a campus laptop 
thief  and the removal of  the Uni-
versity’s Catholic chaplain gave me 
a crash course in how to conduct 
high-stakes interviews and opened 
my eyes to how much the work we 
were doing mattered. As a sopho-
more, when COVID-19 first broke 
out, I covered URI’s response for 
months from my bedroom in Lin-
coln, Rhode Island. That’s prob-
ably the coverage I’m most proud 
of, and it was an honor to be trust-
ed by my fellow staffers to do that 
important work. Profiles, columns 
and album reviews I’ve written as 
a junior and now as a senior have 
been so much fun and have allowed 
me to pour my personality out on 
paper. I’ve gotten to interview stu-
dents, professors, senators (both 
for the U.S. and Student Senate), 
musicians and so much more, and 
I have met some incredible people 
that opened my eyes to things I 
never would have seen otherwise.

The last few years with the Ci-
gar have been some of  the best of  
my life, and I can honestly say that 
joining was the best thing I have 

ever done for myself. Without the 
Cigar, I wouldn’t have met my best 
friends/roommates/support sys-
tem, Emily Drell (contributing re-
porter emerita) and Nicole Wagner 
(our excellent managing editor). 
Nor would I have met the majority 
of  my other friends here at URI, 
who come from Cigar staff and 
contributors both past and present.

I’ve been on the editorial 
board the longest of  any of  our 
current members and have been 
through six different staffs since 
the spring of  2019. Having gone 
from the baby of  the staff to one 
of  the seniors feels unreal––it’s like 
I blinked and now it’s over. There’s 
nothing I could ever write that 
could truly capture my love for the 
Cigar and everything it’s done for 
me, but I suppose this will have to 
suffice.

This is not to say that it hasn’t 
been insanely difficult at times. It’s 
like a full-time job, on top of  be-
ing a full-time student and working 
part-time, and all I really have to 
do is lay out the paper on Wednes-
day nights. But that process takes 
at least seven or eight hours (often 
more). Pitch meetings are Monday 
nights, doing interviews and writ-
ing stories takes a few hours each 
week and catching up on sleep 
from those long Wednesdays is 
nearly impossible. The amount of  
times I’ve cried in that office from 
stress or a lack of  sleep or any-
thing else happening in my life is 
too high to count, but every time, 
I knew I would be okay, because I 
had everyone here to keep me go-
ing. The Cigar and everyone in it 
helped me at my absolute lowest 
point, and for that, I will be forever 
grateful.

To the first editorial board 
I was on––Ian Weiner, Theresa 
Brown, Julia Moro, Andy Main, 
Kayla Michaud, Nick Cardi, Kate 
Rogerson, Laura Weick and Anna 
Meassick––thank you for taking 
me under your wing and trusting 
me enough to leave the layout in 
my hands. I was over the moon 
when I got elected for the first time 
and was thrilled and relieved to 
have found a group of  friends after 
a lonely first semester. And to Lian-
na Blakeman and Tọ̀nà Campbell, 
thank you for trusting me enough 
to take over. 

To the others who I’ve worked 
with along the way––including 
Leah Crowley, Evan McAlice, Will 
Pipicelli, Nolan Reilly, Nate San-
doval, James McIntosh, Siobhan 
Richards, Grace DeSanti and all 
of  the staff reporters, photogra-
phers and contributors––thank 
you for all of  your hard work and 
for doing this crazy thing with me.

And to the current editori-
al staff––Kate LeBlanc, Nicole 
Wagner, Jason Phillips, Adam 
Zangari, Kayla Laguerre-Lewis, 
Aniekan Okon, Imani Fleming, 
James Singer, Leah Popovic and 
Morgan Maleonskie––thank you 
for the best semester I’ve had yet. 

You have made Wednesday nights 
something I always look forward to 
no matter how much I’m dreading 
being up so late, because you are 
some of  the kindest, dedicated, 
funniest and overall most wonder-
ful people I’ve ever had the plea-
sure of  working with and being 
friends with. 

Nicole, Kate and Kayla, it’s 
been wonderful “growing up” 
with you on the Cigar. I couldn’t 
have done this without you, and 
I wouldn’t have wanted to do it 
with anyone else. You all mean the 
world to me, and I cannot wait to 
see what bright things the future 
holds for you.

Finally, to everyone who’s read 
the Cigar and seen the layout over 
the last few years, thank you. The 
print edition of  the Cigar is my 
baby, and I’ve put blood, sweat and 
tears into making it look the best it 
can. It has truly been an honor to 
lay out your paper every week and 
to tell the stories of  URI. 

Will I write for the Cigar 
again? Who knows, but I doubt I’ll 
be able to stay away for too long, 
so don’t be surprised if  you see a 
column from me every now and 
then. For now, this is the end of  the 
road. It’s been a hell of  a ride, and 
I’m going to miss it so much, but 
I’m looking forward to what’s yet 
to come.

PHOTO CREDIT: PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Leah CrowleyContributed by Leah Crowley

TOP: My first production in February 
2019. BOTTOM: My last production. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed 
by Mary Lind



The perfect gifts for everyone in your life
Jason Phillips | News Editor

Finding the right present for everyone on your list can be 
a daunting task every holiday season, but it doesn’t have to be.

Especially around the University of  Rhode Island, there 
are so many unique things to buy for every person you need a 
gift for. Here are a few ideas for gifts that can be found locally 
or ordered online.

For your parents:
Sometimes your parents can be hard to shop for, but 

most of  the time they just want something simple. That’s why 
I think a gift from the Campus Store or from University Spirit 
in the Emporium is best. I get my parents URI merch every 
year and it never ceases to make them happy.

While the Campus Store can be expensive, the merch 
they sell is comfortable and made of  quality material. Univer-
sity Spirit is much cheaper and friendlier to a college student’s 
budget. Grab a sweatshirt or, if  your parents already have too 
many URI sweatshirts like mine do, grab a mug or hat. While 
you’re at it, grab something for a sibling if  you have one.

A gift for the entire friend group:
When you’re shopping for all of  your friends, the price 

can add up and some friends are always harder to shop for. I 
love getting my friends matching gifts that we can all get to-
gether. It’s often extremely cheap and easy to order.

Some of  my favorites are custom mugs or lighters for 
the whole group. A lot of  websites sell these types of  things, 
including Shutterfly, Zazzle and Vistaprint. Put a photo of  
everyone together or add an inside joke.

Mugs come for under $10 each on many websites, which 
can cut down on the cost when you’re shopping for a lot of  
people. BIC Lighters come as cheap as $5 per lighter and are 
an extremely cheap gift for your friends.

For the person that has it all:
I know plenty of  people that just have everything they 

want already. When I am struggling to find something, I like 
to go somewhere that has unique items. If  you’re in South 
County and can’t find anything for a friend, go to the arts and 
crafts fair held by the South County Arts Association (SCAA).

The fair is a sale of  the works of  the SCAA’s members at 
the end of  the year. You can find everything from a beautiful 
$10 mug to paintings selling for hundreds of  dollars. There is 
something for everyone on your list here if  you look around 
enough.

The fair will run until Dec. 19 on Wednesday through 
Sunday from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Another great place to find assorted gifts for someone is 
Purple Cow in Wakefield, which sells everything from mugs to 
jewelry to random stocking stuffers.

For the reader in your life:
One of  my greatest discoveries in 2021 has been Caf  Bar 

in Wakefield. Coffee and books under one roof  is a dream 
come true. 

Shopping for books can be a stressful experience for 
someone who doesn’t read often, but at the Caf  Bar book-
store, you can find beautifully bound books of  a variety, from 
collectible pieces to old medical books to modern novels. 
When in doubt, ask the owner for a recommendation, she 
never fails to have a title for any reader. 

Even easier, get a mystery book from Caf  Bar. With just 
a few descriptors on the book, choosing one becomes much 
easier. Buying these books has led me to find some wonderful 
novels.

As an English major myself, my favorite books are the 
old encyclopedias, dictionaries and compilations of  old verse. 
For only $20, you can find some beautifully bound reads that 
are sure to keep your favorite English major warm this winter.

For the coffee addict in your life:
There are many choices for local coffee shops around 

campus, and one of  the best gifts for a coffee lover is to get 
them a gift card for their favorite. You can get a card from 
places like TLC, which is right by campus, and Caf  Bar.

If  you don’t like the idea of  getting a gift card, get your 
friend some great coffee to brew at home. One of  my favor-
ite well-known coffee brands is Intelligentsia, which has some 
wonderful winter coffees. One of  the most recent coffees 
from Intelligentsia that I have been loving is the Otoño Blend 
which is super fruit-forward.

If  the person you are shopping for is just getting into cof-
fee, go with Chemex. Chemex is akin to drip coffee but has 
grown its own cult following. I believe that it is one of  the 
best ways to brew coffee at home today. A Chemex goes for 
around $50 depending on its size, but if  you are looking to 
really splurge, there are hand-blown ones that go for closer 
to $100.

For your significant other:
When shopping for a significant other, what you get and 

how hard it is to find something depends on your relationship. 
But there are a few staples that can go for your relationship.

For a new relationship, it’s always a great idea to pay for 
an experience. If  you have a general idea of  your new sig-
nificant other’s interests this is an easy way to be a great gift 
giver. Do you both love the same band? Buy two tickets to 
their show. Are you over 21 and looking for a nicer date night? 
Book a wine tasting for two. Are you a domestic couple? Con-
sider taking a cooking class.

If  you are in a long-term relationship, a great gift should 
show that you want to be together for a long time. Oftentimes, 
this takes the form of  beautiful jewelry that tends to be ex-
tremely expensive to show that you are in it for the long haul. I 
personally recommend something a little more unique. Go to 
your local wine shop and ask the resident sommelier or wine 
expert for a good bottle of  wine to age. Set the bottle aside 
for the both of  you to share for a big occasion. Who knows, 
maybe you’ll open the bottle after you walk down the aisle.
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Wonderful ways to 
spend winter days
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

It’s the most wonderful time of  the year! 
Which means it’s time to talk about winter ac-
tivities, and let me tell you, there are a lot of  
ways to make winter fun.

Let’s start off  with the obvious––ice skat-
ing! This is the one time of  the year where you 
can ice skate (of  course you can skate inside 
all year, but it’s just not the same). You can ice 
skate at Boss Ice Arena right on campus or, if  
you are feeling adventurous, you can head over 
to Providence to visit the outdoor rink in Ken-
nedy Plaza. 

Another activity that you can do right from 
home is baking cookies. Put on your favorite 
holiday tunes, find some yummy cookie recipes 
and get to it. After you make all of  your cook-
ies, you can also wrap them up and hand them 
out to your friends and family. If  you don’t feel 
like doing all the baking, you can get the hol-
iday themed Pillsbury cookies, which are also 
delicious.

There are tons of  other super easy, super 
fun, very festive snacks you can make for the 
holidays that you can find on Pinterest. One 
of  my favorites that I made a couple years 
ago, and really want to make again, is some-
thing I like to call Christmas Vacations Chex 
Mix. All you need for this is pretzels, mini va-
nilla wafers, Chex mix cereal and green and 
red M&M’s—which you can find at the store. 
Then, all you do is mix all of  those ingredients 
up in a bowl and you are good to go. 

Another go-to I like to make are chocolate 
covered pretzels. For this, you just take snap 

pretzels and put a hershey kiss on each one, 
throw them in the oven for five to six minutes 
at 200 degrees and then press the M&M’s into 
the chocolate. I am obsessed with these! 

If  you are feeling crafty, another super easy 
and really fun thing you could do is make some 
homemade gifts. Two that I love and have 
made before are a chocolate sleigh and a hot 
chocolate ornament. For the chocolate sleigh, 
you take a Kit Kat bar and tape one candy 
cane to each side of  the bottom of  the candy 
bar to create the bottom of  the sleigh. Then 
you take the little Hershey chocolate bars and 
create a pyramid on top of  the Kit Kat. Make 
a row of  four Hershey’s, three on top of  that, 
then two, then one. Then, just tie it all together 
with some ribbon and put a bow on top. 

The hot chocolate ornament is another 
easy one where you just get clear tree orna-
ments and pour hot chocolate inside, then pour 
in some chocolate chips, then some marshmal-
lows until the ornament is full. Both of  these 
crafts are really fun to make during the holiday 
season and there are a lot more ideas you can 
find on Pinterest. Your friends will love these.  

Some other activities you can partake in 
during the winter seasons are visiting a cozy 
coffee shop like Audrey’s Coffee Shop in South 
County Commons, which is so beautifully 
decorated for the holidays. You can also do a 
holiday light drive. Hop in the car and drive 
around the area to look at all the lights that 
have been put up. Before you go though, make 
sure to grab some hot chocolate to take with 
you. 

DECEMBER 9, 2021
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Becoming a ‘Twihard’ 
10 years too late

Mary Lind | Production Manager 

When I was in middle school in the early 2010s, 
the peak of  the “Twilight” craze, I thought it was 
stupid as hell. As a die-hard “Potterhead,” I prom-
ised myself  I would never watch or read it.

Reader, I was so wrong.
Watching the films now for the first time at the 

age of  21, I have found a surprising appreciation 
for Stephenie Meyer’s vampire-werewolf-human 
love triangle‒‒so much so that I think I’m entering 
the “Twihard” phase that so many of  my peers en-
tered a decade (or more) ago. 

While so far I’ve only seen “Twilight” and 
“The Twilight Saga: New Moon,” they’ve hooked 
me. They’re absolutely bananas and I’m guessing 
they weren’t meant to be funny, but I found my-
self  nearly in tears laughing at some parts, includ-
ing (but not limited to), “You better hold on tight, 
spider monkey”; when Bella decides to jump off 
a literal CLIFF to try to see Edward again; when 
Edward tries to gaslight her into thinking that he 
didn’t literally bolt across the parking lot to stop a 
car from hitting her with his bare hands; when she 
stands in front of  a fan on her first day at Forks 
High School and Edward has such a visceral reac-
tion to her scent; and, of  course, “Bella! Where the 
hell have you been loca?”

So far, I have to say that I’m firmly team Ed-
ward, if  for no other reason than I adore the Cullen 
family and how sweet they are to Bella. I would like 
Carlisle and Esme to adopt me, please and thank 
you. But Bella and Edward clearly have some sort 
of  primal connection that, if  not acted on, would 
drive both of  them insane. 

Jacob seems to know her better, but honestly, I 
got bad vibes from the fact that he was telling his 
friends that she was his girlfriend in “New Moon,” 
and they seem to have more of  a brother/sister or 
best friend kind of  thing going on. Maybe I just 
like the brooding, moody type, or maybe it’s purely 
because I want Bella to be able to spend a lifetime 
with the Cullens, but Edward is where her heart 
lies.

I know how the series ends for the most part 
just from having been a tween 10 years ago and 
having spent most of  the last decade being pretty 

active on social media, but I’m excited to find out 
how it gets there. When does Bella become a vam-
pire‒‒don’t you have to do it when the person is 
dying? What does it mean for Jacob to “imprint” 
on Renesmee (which is the dumbest name I’ve ever 
heard, but I appreciate the sentiment behind it). 
What happens with Victoria? Once finals are over, I 
plan on binge-watching the whole series to find out.

Are the movies “good” from a cinematic, film 
nerd standpoint? Definitely not. But are they en-
joyable and fun and reminiscent of  a simpler time? 
Absolutely. 

Honestly, it’s a crime that the Rotten Toma-
toes ratings for the first two are so low, at 49 and 
28 percent respectively. Not every movie has to be 
Academy Award-worthy. Sometimes it’s enough for 
a movie to be fun and appeal to tween and teen-
age (and young adult and adult) girls. I’ve been say-
ing lately that they’re the best “bad” movies I’ve 
ever seen, and that I’ve thoroughly enjoyed them. 
They’re bringing me back to the only part of  being 
a middle schooler that I would ever want to relive‒‒
becoming obsessed with a random YA series and 
forgetting about the world around me for a little 
while.

Clearly, I’ve gotten over the stupid superiority 
complex I had 10 years ago about being a “Pot-
terhead” and looking down on “Twihards.” I was 
dealing with my own insecurities at the time and 
didn’t want to be “like the other girls,” which was 
unfair not only to “the other girls,” but also to my-
self. Young girls are put down and made fun of  so 
much for their interests, but why? Why can’t we let 
each other enjoy things, and why are we made to 
feel like we’re pitted against each other? God, it’s 
hard enough being a tween/teen, the least we can 
do is let them enjoy their vampire stories and not 
put each other down. 

Looking back, I wish I could tell my sixth-grade 
self  to chill the f  out, respectfully. I’d tell her it’s 
okay to like what everyone else likes and that there’s 
no shame in enjoying things, and that liking one 
thing or another doesn’t define you as a person. 
And, in summary, while I wish I could have said this 
years ago, I can now solidly say that I thoroughly 
and unabashedly love “Twilight,” even in spite of  
its (many, and sometimes problematic) flaws. 

URI Theatre showcases 
magnificent work in 
murder mystery

Jason Phillips | News Editor

I remember the first time 
that I watched “Clue” (1985) as 
a child and instantly fell in love 
with the movie.

On Thursday Dec. 2, the 
University of  Rhode Island 
theatre department opened its 
newest production, “CLUE: On 
Stage!” The play, while different 
from the film that I loved grow-
ing up, invoked the same sense 
of  wonder that I felt when I first 
watched it.

Before the show began, an 
announcement acknowledged 
that the theatre, as well as URI’s 
Kingston Campus, is on Indige-
nous land. The play, as well as the 
whole 2021-2022 theatre season, 
is sponsored by Hasbro Inc., cre-
ators of  the game both the film 
and play are based on.

The play is set in 1954 near 
Washington, D.C., with the back-
drop of  the Red Scare in Amer-
ica. All six of  the “players,” Col-
onel Mustard, Mrs. White, Mrs. 
Peacock, Mr. Green, Professor 
Plum and Miss Scarlet, are being 
blackmailed by Mr. Boddy, who is 
on the House Un-American Ac-
tivities Committee.

The set was just magnificent, 
especially with all of  its mov-
ing parts. Two of  the walls had 
three different sets that could be 
changed by rotating them and 
two automated sliding rooms 
that could be expanded onto the 
stage.

The set was perfect for this 
production and became a part 
of  the story itself. There were 
no scenes where the set was not 
playing an integral part in the 
storytelling. In the middle of  the 
play, there is a nearly-five-min-
ute scene of  the characters run-
ning on and off the stage through 

the doors. While the scene was a 
tad long, it was really funny and 
made great use of  the entire stage 
and set.

This was not the only fun-
ny scene though; the entire play 
was hilarious from start to finish. 
One of  the things that made the 
“Clue” film so great was its maca-
bre humor that took a run of  the 
mill murder mystery party story 
to a classic. The theatre depart-
ment did a great job bringing this 
same humor to the stage.

The exaggerated personali-
ties of  the six players of  the game 
were the crux of  the humor. We 
all know someone like Mrs. Pea-
cock, an unaware hypocrite who 
has no trouble applying morals 
to others that she breaks herself. 
There’s also Colonel Mustard, 
who is a remarkably dumb man 
that has little going for him.

It was Colin Cleary as Mr. 
Green who stole the show for 
me though. A more perfect ex-
ample of  a “himbo” has never 
been seen on stage and Cleary’s 
performance was amazing. Ev-
ery scene featuring dialogue from 
Mr. Green had me laughing in 
my seat.

I think one of  my favorite 
scenes of  the entire show was 
right at the end of  the play. While 
there is only one ending for the 
play, in an homage to the multi-
ple endings of  the film, there is 
a scene where all of  the charac-
ters are accused of  the murders. 
Without spoiling anything, each 
accusation that comes brings the 
police in to capture the murderer 
in a hilarous sequence.

This play showcased the 
talent within the theatre depart-
ment and just how great a pro-
duction they can put on. For me, 
the show’s quality was so good 
that I would expect this level of  
work in a professional theatre.

They say wine tastes better as it ages, and that’s the case for the “Twilight” saga. 
PHOTO CREDIT: radiox.co.uk

Take a look through the magnifying glass at URI’s production of “Clue: On Stage.” 
PHOTO CREDIT: Jesse Dufault
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URI Concert Choir moves audience in return performance
Sophia Boutin | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island music department 
opened the Fine Arts Center Concert Hall’s doors to wel-
come in audiences and allow the Concert Choir to show-
case the talented voices of  URI in two languages and many 
harmonies.

Mark Conley, director of  the Concert Choir, said that 
being online and having to socially distance when in per-
son was challenging for the choir during the earlier phases 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic. This was their first concert 
since the start of  the pandemic.

“This year feels a lot more like what it felt two years 
ago, and I just think everybody’s really happy to be back 
to that,” he said in regards to performing in person again. 
“It’s been a long time.” 

According to Conley, for about two-thirds of  the Con-
cert Choir, this was their first in-person choir performance 
at URI. 

One of  the first-time performers, alto Bianca Zani 
’25, said that performing onstage with a live audience after 
only online performances made her feel “a strange sense 
of  peace.”

“Usually I get nervous sometimes when I’m in a choir, 
but I wasn’t nervous at all,” Zani said. “Like, I was just 
comfortable being on stage again.”

To begin the night, the entire choir sang “It Is Good 
To Be Merry” by Jean Berger, in which a solo was per-
formed by Abby Mills, a soprano. The overlapping repe-
tition and harmonies made this song the perfect start for 
the evening.

Next, there were three songs performed entirely in 
French, “Trois Chansons” by Claude Debussy. There was 
a translation of  the poetry read beforehand, and then the 
choir began to sing.

They first performed “Dieu! Qu’il la fait bon regard-
er,” which was a song about a beautiful girl. Then, “Quant 
j’ai ouy le tabourin,” which translates to “when I heard the 
drum.” Last, “Y’ver, vous n’estes qu’un villain,” which was 
a song about winter being compared to a villain. 

Solos were performed by Lee Sheridan, Casey Adair, 
Connor Young and Armando Mirabal. Conley said these 
songs were rehearsed extensively, and it was easy to tell 

from how beautiful the French language sounded. 
Conley picked these pieces in order to “expose the 

students to as many different styles as possible.” He said 
he wanted to prepare his students that wish to become 
teachers with many different perspectives, such as French 
impressionism.

After that, came the piece “I am the Rose of  Sharon” 
by William Billings. This was performed by the entirety of  
the choir as a beautiful melody which featured intertwining 
voices and harmonies.

Then, the students performed “Wedding Cantata” by 
Daniel Pinkham. There were solos performed by Mills and 
Young during the first song, “Rise Up My Love.” Then, 
the combined voices of  the choir performed “Many Wa-
ters,” “Awake, O North Wind” and “Epilogue, Set Me as 
a Seal.” 

Though each song was beautifully performed, many 

audience members especially connected with the last song 
performed, “Perhaps They Are Not Stars,” by Robert 
Schlidt, which was sung by the entire choir. This was an 
enchanting piece, and the lyrics were about the love of  past 
family members shining through the sky. 

For audience member Mary B. Hall, who said she had 
always loved URI’s concerts, the final song brought back 
memories of  her and her late husband. She said that it was 
her favorite of  the night, and the song that had moved her 
the most.

Overall, the concert was a splendid display of  URI’s 
talented voices.

“I couldn’t be prouder of  the work that they’ve done.” 
Conley said. “I’m really happy for them.”

For more information on the music department’s up-
coming events, visit their website. 

 PHOTO CREDIT: Nadia Sutyrina | Contributing Photographer

Spotify Wrapped: How students listened this year
Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

Spotify Wrapped was released on 
Dec. 1 to the excitement of  many devoted 
Spotify users like myself  who wait all year 
to find out just how they listened. 

Launched in 2016, Spotify Wrapped 
has become increasingly popular among 
listeners, and every year, Spotify attempts 
to step up its game with new engaging 
graphics and features. Users receive a cu-
rated playlist of  their top-100 songs and 
a series of  stories, which reveal in-depth 
statistics via graphics, such as how many 
listening minutes were logged, top artists, 
top genres and more. 

This year, I logged 32,121 listening 
minutes and Doja Cat took my top artist 
spot with “Good Days” by SZA being my 
most-played song. 

Sophomore Emma Rousseau believes 
that Spotify Wrapped is so popular be-
cause people want to see how the music 
they listen to has changed over time.

“I know when I look at my Spotify 
Wrapped, I, like, forget about songs that 
I listened to months ago and they’re like 
my number one song,” Rousseau said. 
“So I just think it’s interesting how, like, 
our music tastes have changed so much, 
like artists I listened to months ago are 
not the same artists I listened to right, 
like, into now.”

Like Rousseau, junior Nathan De-
barros, whose top artist was J. Cole, said 
he listens to so much music that he wants 
to know what he’s been listening to the 
most and what surprises him.

“I just really enjoy figuring out, like, 
other genres I listened to that might not 
have known I listen to the most,” Debar-
ros said. 

Junior Gavin Schneider, whose top 
song was “6 Kiss” by Trippie Redd and 
top artist was Metallica, said he looked 
forward to checking his Spotify Wrapped 
because it allows him to recall memories 
he’s made during the year through the 
music. 

Senior Sam Silverman, whose top 
artist was Pop Smoke and top song was 
“Lighter (with Tarrus Riley & Rvssian)” 
by Shenseea, also looks forward to her 
Wrapped for more than just the stats. 

“I can look back and think about how 
music has helped me cope with certain 
things or like what moods I was in and 
what genres I’m leaning towards now, 
stuff like that,” Silverman said.

The Spotify Wrapped stories also 
provide the option to share your stats on 
social media platforms such as Instagram, 
Twitter and Snapchat, which I promptly 
did myself. “To share or not to share” has 
been a yearly subject of  debate (though I 
think it’s mostly from jealous non-Spotify 

users in my opinion).
Rousseau personally didn’t post her 

Wrapped, but not because she thought 
nobody cared or it was self-absorbed, but 
because she was somewhat embarrassed 
by the results.

“My top music genre was emo and 
my aura was angst,” Rousseau said. “[As 
for] my top five songs, like four of  them 
were by the same artist. So it’s kind of  
boring.”

Schneider and Debarros also chose 
not to post, but are in support of  those 
who do. 

“If  you feel comfortable enough shar-
ing your music taste or you think that you 
have a unique taste in music that you’d 
like to share with others, I’m all for it,” 
Debarros said.

While Silverman posted her stats im-
mediately, she doesn’t think she would 
have posted it now, as she has since 
learned about the history behind the Spo-
tify Wrapped features.

Artist Jewel Ham claims to have cre-
ated the interactive user experience we 
know and love today for a final project 
during a design internship with Spotify, 
transforming Wrapped in 2019 from an 
email with a playlist to a yearly event. She 
has not received any credit for this con-
cept, which she revealed on Twitter last 
year. 

“I think it’s especially heartbreak-
ing that a woman of  color had gotten 
no credit for this because that seems to 
be more excusable I think, especially on 
the corporate level where white men take 
credit for other people’s ideas,” Silver-
man said. “I don’t want to support any 
corporation that will steal ideas and, like, 
not really care about that.”

While the history behind Spoti-
fy Wrapped is certainly controversial, 
Ham’s work has certainly elevated the 
marketing campaign to another level and 
made Spotify Wrapped release day one I 
look forward to every year.

Spotify Wrapped came out at the beginning of the 
month to ring in the start of the year’s end.  

PHOTO CREDIT: creativebloq.com
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Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

As the semester winds down, students at the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island are getting ready for the holidays and 
celebrations.

 Saturday, the URI music department hosted a joint 
show dedicated to playing holiday festive songs from Suite 
No. 1 of  Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s “The Nutcracker.” 

This marked the first-ever joint show between the 
URI Symphony Orchestra and the Jazz Big Band.

The first to come on stage and perform was the URI 
Symphony Orchestra. What they played was what you 
may think of  when you hear “The Nutcracker,” before 
the Jazz Big Band came on stage to perform their bluesy 
version of  these classic holiday songs. 

In between the two sets, Director of  the Symphony 
Orchestra Ann Davis and Director of  the Jazz Big Band 
Emmett Goods came on stage to talk about the music we 
were hearing. 

Goods explained how this show has been an idea for 
the past two years. However, because of  COVID-19, their 
vision was put on hold and eventually changed. Goods 
said originally they thought they would have both the Jazz 
Big Band and Symphony Orchestra out on the stage at 
the same time and present the audience with almost an 
echo between the two versions of  the music. Instead, the 
concert was split up into two sets.

Goods also explained the history behind the music 
variation. During the height of  the jazz era, Duke Elling-
ton and Billy Strayhorn adapted the classic music from 
“The Nutcracker” to fit their style. 

“The song you know so well is still there, but the funk 
and rhythm added in allows you to dance,” Goods said.

The Jazz Big Band closed the show with their ren-
dition of  “Have Yourself  a Merry Little Christmas” and 
invited vocalist Tara Gozaydin out to sing. 

For audience member Bianca Reyes, this perfor-
mance was her favorite of  the evening.

“I thought it was really cool to hear both the inter-
pretations,” audience member junior Tiffany Morel said. 

“I thought it was cool to be able to see what changes were 
made to make the music more jazzy and soulful.” 

A holiday show is something that is fun for a lot of  
people and audience members Reyes and Alex Rosales 
said that if  the music department were to bring the show 
back in the future, they would want to come back and see 
it again. 

“Personally, I don’t come to concerts like these, and I 
don't really listen to music like this, but today was definitely 
super nice,” Rosales said. “I really enjoyed it.”

The end of  the semester means that this is the last 
performance of  the year for some of  these musicians. 
Goods mentioned that he is very proud of  the members 
in the Jazz Big Band for putting in the hard work to make 
this show everything that it was. 

According to Gozaydin, they only had two perfor-
mances this semester, so while she thought the concert 
went “super well,” she also said she was sad to see it’s al-
most over.

“But we are already looking forward to shows coming 
during the spring semester,” she said.

For more information on the next upcoming concert 
season, visit the URI music department’s events webpage. 

URI Symphony Orchestra, 
Jazz Big Band perform in 
first-ever joint concert

African Drum 
Ensemble brings 
powerful, energetic 
performance
David Broccoli | Contributing Reporter

In the Fine Arts Center Concert Hall on Tuesday night, the 
four-person African Drum Ensemble performed powerful, very quick 
and energetic African tribal music that kept the audience in tune with 
their powerful sound.

Aboubacar Camara, who teaches African drumming at the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island, was the leader in this performance. There were 
two guest drummers, both friends of  Camara’s, Jesus Andujar and Kali 
Otto-Gentry. The last member was student drummer Ryan Savage, a 
student in Camara’s class this semester. 

The first song performed was “Koukou Rhythm,” by the Beyla 
Tribe. This song was started off by Camara, and then the other three 
members joined in. The song was very fast-paced and upbeat, and all 
of  their hands moved so fast smacking the drums. This song went on 
for a long time, and it was impressive seeing the performers play their 
drums for that long without hurting their hands. Camara switched 
drums during the middle of  this song, going from drumming sitting 
down, to standing and drumming. All the members were really getting 
into the performance, and they all looked like they were having a great 
time performing. 

They finished the first song, bowed to the audience watching and 
then went back to their drums to perform the next song. Camara 
switched instruments with Otto-Gentry, and they all performed “Sofany 
Rhythm” by the Malinke Tribe. It started off very slow, but then it built 
up and became fast-paced, maintaining the same upbeat tone as the 
first song. As with the first song, their hands moved so fast and quickly, 
you could barely see them moving. 

The entire time sitting there, listening to the songs, the bass and 
beat of  the sound coming from the drums vibrated the entire room. You 
could feel the vibrations going through your body, and the sound of  the 
drums was much louder than expected. It was also so much fun to see 
all of  them on the stage having the time of  their lives, and really getting 
into the performance. 

Camara also said that he loves to perform all the time, anytime and 
anywhere. He has previously performed in Boston, Providence and at 
URI, and he said he loves performing for anyone who comes to see him. 

“It was nice to perform again too,” Camara said. 
Otto-Gentry and Andujar agreed with him, and they were very 

happy about the performance as well. Though it was a short perfor-
mance, they said it was still very exciting for them to perform for people. 

“It was really fun to perform with them,” Savage said. “I was the 
only person to sign up for the class too.” 

Being the only student in the class, it was easier to learn from Ca-
mara and perform the songs easily. However, with more students learn-
ing from Camara, future performances could have more varieties of  
drums and sounds in the songs. 

Camara really enjoys putting on performances for people, regard-
less of  the place and time. He teaches MUS 398M: Chamber Music 
Ensembles-Mixed Instrumentation and MUS 598M: Chamber Music 
Ensemble-Mixed Instrumentation at URI where students can learn 
from him how to properly play African drums. If  you take his class, you 
could be a part of  the next performance too!

Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Miss Olivia Rodrigo rose in popularity in 2019 
when she starred as Nini in “High School Musical: 
The Musical: The Series” on Disney+, a spin-off 
show based on the iconic “High School Musical” 
franchise. 

That show was popular, however Olivia really 
got her claim to fame in early 2021 when she re-
leased “drivers license,” the single that broke the in-
ternet and took over the world. 

Now, I was an Olivia Rodrigo supporter on 
“HSMTMTS.” I enjoyed the show, liked her acting 
and liked her voice. However, I didn’t think that I 
was a real Olivia Rodrigo fan until “drivers license.”

We all remember January 2021. You couldn’t 
escape this song. It was all over your TikTok “for 
you page,” all over social media, all over the radio 
stations. Miss Olivia took over the entire world with 
just one song.

Now, fast forward to the day that my life changed: 
May 21, 2021. The day that “SOUR,” Olivia’s de-
but full-length album, was released. 

When I tell you this album shattered, destroyed 
and engulfed me in emotions, that isn’t even an exag-
geration. I listened to “SOUR” and “SOUR” only 
for the entirety of  May, June, July and August.

I know that this is a “guilty” pleasure column, 
and I’m supposed to be embarrassed about my love 
for Olivia Rodrigo, but honestly I have no shame. 
Miss girl single-handedly got me through the entirety 
of  summer 2021.

The thing about Olivia that I think made me 
(and the rest of  Gen Z) so hooked, was that she was 
someone that we all could relate to. The majority of  
the songs that we’ve been listening to for our lives 
have been written and sung by older people, so the 
ability to relate is not there as much.

However, Olivia manages to perfectly capture 
every single feeling of  teenage heartbreak into one 
album. I had never in my life related to any songs as 
much as I related to the ones on her album, and that 
called for a lot of  scream-singing in the car.

I could talk forever about my ranking of  the 
songs on the album, but it would be unnecessary be-
cause the truth is that “enough for you” is the most 
gut-wrenching and relatable song of  all time (for me, 
at least).

When I first heard that song, my soul quite liter-
ally left my body. I’d never heard someone describe 
perfectly the way I felt about a certain situation be-
fore. Suddenly, I was completely obsessed with her 
album. This song is the one that brought me down 
Olivia’s rabbit hole.

With all of  that being said, when my Spotify 
Wrapped 2021 came out and all five of  my top songs 
were from “SOUR,” I was not shocked. Slightly em-
barrassed? Sure, but hey, we’ve all been through it 
before.

Now, as I write this article, Olivia Rodrigo just 
announced that she will be going on tour in 2022. 
The race to buy her tickets will be insane, however 
I’m fully ready for it. I will be sitting next to my com-
puter all day on Dec. 9 waiting to buy tickets.

My Guilty Pleasure: 
Olivia Rodrigo, America’s sweetheart

Orchestral and jazz performers entertain audiences with some 
holiday classics in first-ever joint performance. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter 
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Twombly highlights solid weekend for Women’s 
Track and Field
Tori Frank | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s Track and 
Field team competed at both the Sharon Colyear-Danville 
Season Opener and the Brown Alden Invitational this past 
weekend to kick off their 2021-22 indoor season. 

The team was split up this weekend as the throwers 
went to Brown University to compete in weight throw and 
shot put, while the rest of  the squad ventured to Beantown 
to compete at Boston University. 

At Brown, Rhody had two personal bests, both in the 
weight throw and shot put. Junior Erynn Field placed sec-
ond in weight throw with a personal best of  16.12 meters. 
Not only was that a personal best for Field, but it was also 
a qualifying mark for the New England and the ECAC 
Championship. Joining her, with another personal best and 
a qualifying mark for the New England Championships was 
sophomore Megan Wood. With a throw of  13.24 meters, 
Wood placed third in shot put. 

At BU, the rest of  the team competed in the remaining 
field events such as high jump, long jump and pole vault and 
the track events as well, where Rhode Island achieved more 
personal bests. 

Senior captain Xiana Twombly had a phenomenal 
meet as she won the women’s long jump with a leap of  5.82 
meters. The jump missed the school record by a single cen-
timeter. This performance also earned her Atlantic 10 Field 
Performer of  the Week honors this week. 

Twombly also competed in the 200 meters where she 
finished fifth with another personal best time of  25.34 and 
in the 60 meters, where she finished seventh with a time of  
7.85 seconds. 

“For me, the goal is to try and get the school record,” 
Twombly said. “Continuing to work really, really hard ev-
eryday at practice and putting in all the work. It’s exciting to 
see that it is paying off early on in the season and I’m excited 
to see how much more I can do later on in the season” 

In both high jump and pole vault, Rhody finished in 
third place with Bolu Taiwo earning a personal best of  1.65 
meters in high jump and Sydney Shannon clearing 3.45 me-
ters. 

The team also got another top-three finish from its 
4x400 team that consists of  Saniaya Watts, Trinity Smith, 
Bethany DeLoof  and Hannah Brisdall. The quartet finished 
third with a time of  3:35.93. 

Rhode Island also had three athletes compete in the 
1000-meter race. Corina Vidal, Hanna O’Connor and Bec-
ca Durham all finished the race with a personal best and a 
qualifying time for the New England Championships. 

After having an abbreviated season last winter due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the team is excited for things to 

be returning to normal. 
“Last season, we only had two meets,” Rhode Island 

Women’s Track and Field Coach Laurie Feit-Melnick said. 
“Having an actual indoor season and actually going to BU 
to open up in December is amazing and reminding every-
one how appreciative we have to be.” 

Not only is Feit-Melnick excited, but the athletes are as 
well. 

“We are all very excited to be back,” Twombly said. “It 
felt a bit weird at first, but it was a good weird, something 
that we have all been waiting for for a very long time.” 

The team returns to the track this Friday for the 25th 
Annual URI Pentathlon at Mackal Field House. The meet 
is scheduled to begin at 11 a.m.

 Xiana Twombly nearly leapt into the URI history books with a 5.82 meter mark in the long jump this past weekend. PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com

Men’s Track and Field has strong showing at 
BU Season Opener 
Meaghan O’Brien | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Men’s Track and 
Field team kicked off the indoor season last Saturday at 
the Boston University’s Sharon Colyear-Danville Season 
Opener against over 50 teams from across the country.

“This meet was a non-scoring meet, so we’re not super 
concerned about how we compare to our competitors,” 
Rhode Island Men’s Track and Field Coach Trent Baltzell 
said. “Most meets in the early season are preparation for 
the championship meets, [so] we’re just looking for quality 
individual performances from our own athletes.” 

Beginning on the track, sophomore Jolon O’Connor 
got the team’s first victory of  the day in the 200-meter run 
where he ran a time of  22.15. In the same event, sopho-
more Nathan Barjolo and freshman Julian Thomson also 
placed in the top five with times of  22.64 and 22.69 re-
spectively. 

Freshman Jarrett Young placed second in the 400-me-
ter with a time of  49.19, and in the 1000 meters, junior 
Collin Ochs and graduate student Nathan Coogan each 
placed in the top five with times of  2:28 and 2:29 respec-
tively. 

Junior Kellen Waters had his personal best in the 
3000-meter run, placing 22nd with a time of  8:21. Fellow 
junior Tyler Rubush followed closely behind him in 24th 
place with a time of  8:23. 

In the 5000-meter run, junior Eric Zulkofske placed 
81st with a personal best time of  14:53 and sophomore 
Ben Fleischer placed 90th with a time of  15:03. 

There were also plenty of  strong performances in the 
field events, too. 

Senior Garrett Robinson picked up two more victories 
for the Rams in the jumping events. He placed first in the 
long jump with a distance of  7.10 meters and first in the 
triple jump with a distance of  14.65 meters, the highest 

mark of  his career. 
“[Garett’s] just the type of  guy to put in the work day 

in and day out,” senior thrower Derek Jacobs said. “It’s just 
really admirable and we love to see guys like him doing so 
well.”

The Rams swept the top four positions in the weight 
with senior Johnathan Buchanan winning the event with a 
distance of  17.91 meters. He was followed by Jacobs, Jide 
Akinjisola and Sam Bond. 

“I think the performances were pretty solid overall, 
especially for this early in the season,” Jacobs said. “This 
just means that we’re starting with really good structure to 

build off of  and learn from. When we peak, we’re going to 
be that much better when it matters the most.”

Jacobs was also able to finish second in the shot put 
with a distance of  16.81 meters followed by junior Nick 
Morse with a distance of  14.47 meters. 

Looking forward to the next competition, the team is 
hoping to keep advancing in their pursuit of  another At-
lantic 10 title. That work continues at the two-day URI 
Heptathlon being held at Mackal Field House. The first 
day of  events begins today at 2 p.m. with the competition 
wrapping up on Friday at 11:30 a.m. 

Senior Garrett Robinson achieved a personal best 14.65 meters in the triple jump to open the season this past weekend. 
PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com
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Strong second half 
drives Rams to win 
against Sacred Heart 

DECEMBER 9, 2021

Women’s basketball bounces back, 
ends three-game losing streak

SPORTS

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

After a tough loss against arch 
nemesis Providence on Saturday, the 
University of  Rhode Island Men’s 
Basketball team got back on the win-
ning track with a 72-62 victory over 
Sacred Heart University on Tuesday.

It was a hard-fought battle from 
the jump, with the Pioneers taking an 
early 18-11 advantage thanks to three 
made 3-pointers from Tyler Thomas. 
He had 15 of  his game-high 30 points 
in the first half, giving Sacred Heart a 
31-29 lead going into the half. 

“It was a lackluster first half  to 
say the least, particularly on the de-
fensive end,” Rhode Island Men’s 
Basketball Coach David Cox said. “I 
haven’t seen that from this group yet. 
We need to fix some things going for-
ward.”

The second half  was a complete-
ly different story as the Rams came 
out firing from the 3-point line and 
turned up the intensity on the defen-
sive end. 

The 3-point barrage helped to 
build a slight Rhody advantage, but 
the Pioneers continued to battle, stay-
ing within striking distance thanks 
to timely baskets from Thomas and 
guard Joey Reilly. With 14:05 remain-
ing in the game, the Rams found 
themselves up 47-41.

Rhode Island wouldn’t relin-
quish the lead for the rest of  the night. 
Key baskets from sophomore center 
Makhel Mitchell and a seven-minute 
span in which Thomas did not score 
due to a strong defensive effort from 
junior forward Malik Martin helped 
to strengthen the Rams’ lead. Martin 
was happy he could help the team de-
fensively, but felt the collective effort 
needed to be stronger.

“I thought I did a good job stick-

ing to [Thomas],” Martin said. “He 
hit a lot of  threes so I couldn’t really 
leave him. But overall, we got to do a 
better job collectively.”

That defense was able to allow 
Rhody to grow their lead and Mitch-
ell and Ishmael El-Amin took advan-
tage, scoring 21 combined points in 
the second half  to push the Rams’ 
lead to double digits.

Ishmael Leggett also added in a 
couple of  baskets in the last few min-
utes and the Rams walked away victo-
rious despite the first half  scare. 

Rhody showed off its balanced 
scoring once again, with five dif-
ferent Rams reaching double-digit 
scoring. Makhel Mitchell was the 
leading scorer on the night, notching 
14 points with 10 of  them coming in 
the second half  to go along with three 
blocks. Behind him was Leggett, who 
finished with 12 to go along with 
five rebounds, four assists and three 
steals, as well as Ishmael El-Amin and 
Makhi Mitchell who finished with 11 
each. Redshirt junior forward Ant-
wan Walker rounded it out for the 
Rams with 10 points and 8 rebounds 
and Martin added seven points, four 
rebounds and stellar on-ball defense.

Overall, Cox was much happier 
with the effort put forth in the second 
half  after a frustrating first stanza 
both offensively and defensively.

“I thought we did a much better 
job in the second half, particularly on 
the defensive end,” Cox said. “We 
also did a better job moving the ball 
and getting the ball inside. We were 
able to get better looks.”

The Rams will look to build on 
that second half  effort when they 
head to Wisconsin to take on Uni-
versity of  Wisconsin-Milwaukee on 
Monday, with tip-off set for 8 p.m. 
The game can be seen ESPN+.

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode 
Island Women’s Basketball 
team suffered a three game los-
ing streak on the road against 
Holy Cross and Buffalo before 
getting back on track with a 
blowout win at the Ryan Center 
against Hartford on Wednes-
day.

Rhody dropped the first of  
their three games this week on 
Thursday when they took on 
Holy Cross on the road.

The game started out pos-
itively for the Rams, as they 
opened the game with an 18-15 
lead at the end of  the first quar-
ter. However, things went south 
from there.

The second quarter saw 
a tie game at 31-31 before a 
buzzer-beating layup by Holy 
Cross guard Avery Labrera put 
the Crusaders up by a basket at 
the break. 

Similarly to their previous 
loss against Long Beach State, 
the third quarter was where it all slipped away 
for the Rams. Rhody started the second half  by 
missing their first seven shots, giving way to a 
7-0 run by the Crusaders.

Despite the offensive struggles, senior for-
ward Emmanuelle Tahane was able to provide 
some scoring for the Rams, pulling the deficit 
to within five by scoring eight of  her 25 points 
before the four minute mark in the third.

Unfortunately, the Rams’ run ended there, 
as back-to-back 3-pointers from Holy Cross’ 
Cara McCormick and Madison Demski extend-
ed the lead to 11 going into the fourth quarter.

Rhody countered with a few buckets from 
Tahane, which lowered the deficit to eight 
points, but that would be as close as they got as 
the Crusaders saw the game through for an end 
score of  66-54.

Turnovers were the problem yet again, as 
the Rams committed 17 after a 29-turnover per-
formance against Long Beach State. The Rams 
also struggled from long range, hitting only four 
of  their 20 attempts from behind the arch. 

Tahane was the only Ram to finish in dou-
ble figures, ending the night with 23 points and 
eight rebounds. She was helped out by team-
mates Dez Elmore and Marie-Paule Foppossi, 
who each contributed eight, and Chanell Wil-
liams scored seven points. 

The Rams hoped to bounce back Sunday 
when they traveled to Buffalo to take on the 4-2 
Bulls. Unfortunately, the Rams fell once again 
by a 69-55 score.

The first quarter was tightly contested with 
Rhody just trailing by three, but the game got 
away from them in the second quarter when the 
Bulls caught fire from the 3-point line, using a 
hyper efficient 9-for-15 from downtown to build 
an 11-point advantage going into the half. 

Turnovers once again hurt the Rams in the 
third stanza as they gave the ball away six times, 
ultimately destroying any momentum they tried 
to build. 

That would be the Rams’ downfall as, after 
a tightly contested fourth quarter, Buffalo came 
away victorious.

The Rams committed 19 more turnovers in 
this one, a substantial amount more than their 
13 per game average during their seven-game 
win streak. Rhody struggled shooting the ball as 
well, shooting 3-for-10 from the free throw line 
and 6-for-21 from the 3-point line.

It was Tahane who led the Rams once again, 
scoring 12 points and adding 11 rebounds and 
four assists. Sophomore Dolly Cairns added 11 
and Foppossi scored nine points and grabbed 
eight rebounds.

The losing streak ended when the Rams re-
turned home to take on Hartford, with the Rams 
winning by a score of  84-49 thanks to dominant 
play from Foppossi and Tahane. 

Foppossi finished the night with 23 points, 
12 rebounds and five assists while Tahane fin-
ished with 25 points and 8 rebounds. Williams 
added 12 points on two of  three from down-
town. Rhode Island Women’s Basketball Coach 
Tammi Reiss was thrilled to snap the team’s los-
ing streak.

“It was great to get back in the win column,” 
Reiss said. “When you lose three in a row, it can 
be very depressing, but our players worked hard 
all week and they needed this win.”

For Tahane, the 25 points wasn’t the head-
line, but rather the win.

“It just felt good to get the win and end the 
losing streak,” Tahane said.

The Rams next take on the University of  
Maine on the road on Sunday with tip-off  set for 
1 p.m. The game can be streamed on ESPN+. 

Returning to the comfort of the Ryan Center, the women’s basketball team found the 
win column again on Tuesday against Hartford.

PHOTO CREDIT: Matt Goralnick | Contributing Photographer

number of  roster spots created lines up with the necessary amount 
of  opportunities the school has to provide for students put in place 
by Title IX.

One reason why women’s lacrosse was specifically chosen is the 
existing resources that URI already has in place, according to Bjorn. 
After the renovation to add turf  and lights to Meade Stadium in the 
summer of  2019, he saw a “great opportunity” for a varsity team to 
be established.

The timing of  the announcement is also significant, as it falls 
right before the 50th anniversary of  Title IX’s inception in 1972. 
Rather than waiting until later in the year, Bjorn decided to line up 
the school’s announcement with the occasion in order to recognize 
the importance of  Title IX and its history. 

“We said, ‘Hey, if  we’re going to do it, let’s do it now,’” he said. 
“It’s a great celebratory time to add opportunity, rather than taking 
it away.”

In addition, lacrosse is already a widely-popular sport in the re-
gion, making it easier to recruit players and coaches who are pas-
sionate about the game. 

“All in all, it just made perfect sense for us,” Bjorn said. “And the 
timing seemed to make sense as well.”

One factor that will help the integration of  the new team is that 
it is already an existing sport in the Atlantic 10 conference. Ten out 
of  the 14 conference teams have lacrosse programs, with Rhody be-
coming the 11th school to add the sport. 

Financially, URI adding women’s lacrosse will be practical, ac-
cording to Bjorn. With a projected roster of  30-32 players (some 
of  which would be paying some form of  tuition), the costs relating 
to travel, uniforms, staffing and more will be manageable for the 
school.

“We’re going to have 30 new people coming to campus that 

Lacrosse - Continued from Page 1

wouldn’t have been coming anyway,” Bjorn said. 
“So we just felt like it made fiscal sense.”

One person that has supported the athletics 
department throughout the entire process has 
been University President Marc Parlange, who 
Bjorn described as “terrific.”

“It has been a tremendous pleasure to witness 
how dedicated our student athletes are, not only 
to their sport and studies, but to the entire URI 
community,” Parlange said in the school’s release. 
“I look forward to welcoming women's lacrosse to 

the University.” 
The next step for implementing the team will 

be hiring a head coach, which is expected to hap-
pen next summer. From there, the rest of  the staff 
will be filled out, while players will be recruited 
over the next few years until they begin competi-
tion in the spring of  2025. 

A public announcement with further details 
on the program’s inception is expected to be re-
leased in early 2022. 
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 FOOTBALL: Kasim Hill 

This fall, the University of  Rhode Island Rams 
put together their best season since 2001 and a big rea-
son why was the play of  redshirt junior quarterback 
Kasim Hill. Whether it was through the air or on the 
ground, the signal caller played a crucial part in the 
Rams’ third-ranked offense in the Colonial Athletic As-
sociation (CAA) this season. Hill finished the year with 
2,431 total yards and 24 total touchdowns. His impact 
was most apparent in the Governor’s Cup game against 
Brown where Hill went 13-for-19 passing for 351 to-
tal yards and four total touchdowns. The performance 
helped him earn CAA Offensive Player of  the Week 
honors and the New England Football Writers Asso-
ciation (NEFWA) Golden Helmet, an award given to 
the best collegiate football player in New England that 
week. With one more year of  eligibility remaining, Hill 
will look to get the team to a place where they fell short 
this past season––the Football Championship Subdivi-
sion (FCS) playoffs. 

WOMEN’S SOCCER: Brooke Cavino

A source of  consistency in an injury-riddled sea-
son, forward Brooke Cavino helped to not only step up 
when her teammates missed time, but also helped lead 
her squad to their first Atlantic 10 tournament appear-
ance since 2016. Playing in all but one game this fall, 
Cavino led the Rams with four goals and 10 points on 
the season. The junior shined in her team’s matchup 
against Duquesne on Oct. 17, finding the back of  the 
net twice and scoring the game-winning goal in a 2-1 
Rhody victory. She also played a big role in her team’s 
Oct. 3 win over Fordham, picking up a goal and an as-
sist in the effort. Returning for her senior season in the 
fall of  2022, Cavino’s strong presence on offense will 
be key for the Rams as they look to pick up from where 
they left off in 2021.

MEN’S SOCCER: Patrick Agyemang

Last spring, we got a sample of  the impact 
that redshirt junior forward Patrick Agyemang 
can have on the Men’s Soccer team. This season, 
he proved himself  as one of  the best players in 
the Atlantic 10, finishing with 10 goals (third-
most in the A-10) and six assists (eighth-most in 
the A-10). He was spectacular against in-state foe 
Brown University on Sept. 15 when he recorded 
the program’s first hat trick since 2013 in a 3-1 
win. He also played a crucial part in the team’s 
3-1 win in the A-10 quarterfinals where he con-
tributed to each of  the team’s goals. For his ef-
forts this season, Agyemang earned All-Confer-
ence First Team honors and was named to the 
College Soccer News Team of  the Week on two 
occasions. 

VOLLEYBALL: Ella Ratzloff

While Rhody volleyball just missed out on making 
the Atlantic 10 tournament, the 2021 season will be 
looked at as a historic one thanks to the contributions 
of  Ella Ratzloff. In her final season with the program, 
the senior libero shattered the program’s all-time digs 
record, finishing her Rhody career with 1,517 digs––
even after an abbreviated 2020-2021 season. A native 
of  Woodbury, Minnesota, Ratzloff also set URI’s new 
single-season record in digs with 570. Besides her con-
tributions to the record book, she was named A-10 De-
fensive Player of  the Week on Oct. 25 while also earning 
All-Academic honors for the second straight year. One 
of  Ratzloff’s signature performances came in Rhody’s 
last win of  the season over Saint Louis on Nov. 7, where 
she recorded 28 digs and nine assists in a 3-1 win over 
the Billikens. 

WOMEN’S CROSS COUNTRY: 

Making the transition from high school to col-
lege athletics isn’t always easy, but some athletes 
make it look easier than others. That was the case 
this fall for freshman Madeline Till, who made 
an immediate impact in Kingston. The Towson, 
Maryland native was stellar for the Rams this 
fall, finishing as the team’s top finisher in four of  
their six meets. Her best performance of  the sea-
son came when it mattered the most at the New 
England Championships when she finished with a 
season-best time of  19:07.4. She was also one of  
four Ram runners to compete at the NCAA North-
east Regional in Buffalo last month––a fitting ac-
complishment for an outstanding season.  

MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY: Eric Zulkofske

For long distance runners, it takes a consistent pace––
not a sprint––to get to the finish line. The same could be 
said for Eric Zulkofske’s senior season. His second straight 
season as a captain, Zulkofske put in extra work during 
meetings and practices during the week on his way to yet 
another impressive season, according to Assistant Coach 
Brian Doyle. The senior runner led the way in three of  
the Rams’ meets this season, including a season-best 16th 
place (25:14.7) in the New England Championship on Oct. 
9 and a 21st place finish in the Atlantic 10 championship 
with a time of  25:33.8. The Stony Brook, New York native 
was also Rhody’s top finisher in the Nassaney Invitational 
5K (ninth place, 15:28.7) and the Battle of  Beantown (16th 
place, 25:14.7). His final run was in the NCAA Northeast 
Regional, coming in 97th and second among six URI par-
ticipants. 

Madeline Till


