
	 				Volume	71	Issue	11	©		|		Thursday,	December	2,	2021		|		www.rhodycigar.com
 T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  R H O D E  I S L A N D  S T U D E N T  V O I C E  S I N C E  1 9 7 1

Public Safety expands Safe Rides
Increase in ride requests leads to vehicle purchase

Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

Following an increased number of  safe ride re-
quests on campus, the University of  Rhode Island is 
updating its Safe Ride Service to better accommodate 
students.

According to an email sent to the community on 
Nov. 8, Transportation and Parking (TAP) is launching 
Rhody Safe Rides, a “flexible shuttle service that pro-
vides curb-to-curb convenience and safety within the 
Kingston Campus.”

Available on weekdays from 8 p.m. to midnight and 
on weekends from 6 p.m. to midnight, campus com-
munity members are able to book a safe ride through 
the TransLoc app or by calling 401-874-SAFE.

According to Michael Jagoda, the director of  Pub-
lic Safety and the chief  of  the University Police, the 
concept of  safe rides isn’t new to the University, but be-
cause of  the service gaining more and more users, URI 
wanted to make it more comprehensive for students.

Previously, students would call 
the non-emergency campus police 

Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

Last month, the University of  Rhode Island commu-
nity mourned the tragic loss of  one of  its own –– former 
men’s basketball player Ryan Preston. 

Preston ‘19, who played for the Rams from 2017-19, 
died from injuries suffered in a car accident in Bahrain, 
where he was playing professional basketball for Isa Town, 
a local team in the Bahrain Premier League. 

Preston leaves behind his mother Melanie and his 
brother Robert at 24 years old.

“He had an extreme passion for life and for this game 
of  basketball, and he was undeterred,’’ Rhode Island 
men’s basketball coach David Cox said postgame after his 
team’s win against Boston College last month. “He prob-
ably heard over a thousand times that he really wasn’t a 
basketball player, he was just an athlete. It didn’t deter him. 
He became a Division I basketball player and graduated 

with a degree and became a professional basketball play-
er.”  

No player on the current roster played with Preston, 
but he was a regular at workouts during the summer, and 
Cox said that Providence was “like a second home” for 
him.

“He meant a lot to the program, he meant a lot to 
what we strive for––trying to build this culture back up,” 
current player Ishmael El-Amin said. “Just knowing that 
he played hard and that’s all we can do is come out here 
and play.”  

The Brooklyn, New York native, who Cox called “one 
of  his biggest success stories,” transferred to Rhode Island 
in 2017 after spending two seasons playing at Trinity Val-
ley Community College in Texas. During his two seasons 
in Kingston, Preston appeared in 42 games, with his best 
performance coming in a March 2019 victory against the 
University of  Massachusetts, Amherst where he scored a 

career-high 12 points shooting 6-for-9 from the field. 
He was also a Dean’s List student and earned his bach-

elor’s degree in communications from the University. 
The team will continue to remember Preston’s legacy 

for the rest of  the season, with each player wearing a black 
strip with the initials “RP” on the shoulder of  their jerseys. 

University mourns loss of former men’s basketball player

Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island cele-
brated International Education Week (IEW) 
with a series of  discussions on the different 
ways global exchange is impactful.

IEW has been celebrated nationwide 
since 2000, to provide information on the 
importance of  global understanding. This 

year, IEW was recognized from Nov. 15-19.
“It’s an initiative of  the U.S. Depart-

ment of  Education,” said Michelle Carr-
ara, an international education advisor at 
the Office of  International Education and 
National Student Exchange. “The goal is to 
celebrate the benefits of  international edu-
cation and exchange worldwide. It promotes 
programs that prepare Americans for the 

global environment.”
Shelley O’Connor, the coordinator of  

the Office of  International Students and 
Scholars, said that the globally themed 
events are to spark interest in people about 
intercultural communications.  

One of  the events held during the 
week, hosted by the Hillel Center, was “Two 
Truths in One Heart, Two Peoples in One 

Land,” a dialogue between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. 

Speakers and Roots/Shorashim lead-
ers Shadi Abu Awwad and Rabbi Hanan 
Schlesinger shared their personal stories on 
interconnection and presented the work of  
the Roots organization, which is a unique 
collaboration of  Israelis and Palestinians 
building a grassroots 
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Mary Lind | Production Manager

The University of  Rhode 
Island has set up a vaccination 
clinic to give the community 
booster shots and initial doses of  
COVID-19 vaccines on Dec. 7-8 
and 14-15 in the Memorial Union 
Atrium 2.

Following the most recent 
guidelines from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the University is encour-
aging all community members 
who were vaccinated against 
COVID-19 at least six months ago 
to get the booster shot as soon as 
possible and will be hosting a series 
of  booster shot clinics for on-cam-
pus throughout December.

To deliver both boosters and 
initial doses of  the vaccines, Ellen 
Reynolds, the director of  Health 
Services, said that the University 
partnered with the Rhode Island 
Department of  Health (RIDOH) 
and other community organiza-
tions.

“Given our limited staffing 
and, honestly, the uptake in respi-
ratory [and] viral illness that we’ve 
seen on our campus, to pull our 
team to be able to do that would 
leave us in a [staffing] deficit,” she 

said.
Reynolds and Dr. Christopher 

Nasin, the medical director of  
Health Services, said it is too soon 
to tell whether or not the Univer-
sity will require community mem-
bers to get booster shots, but they 
are strongly recommending it.

“The vaccine is one of  the 
main ways we can remain safe in 
our community,” Reynolds said. 
“Masking certainly is a mitigation 
strategy along with all of  the other 
things we do, but vaccination is key 
to this.”

Nasin said that while college 
students are not in the demograph-
ic that tends to see serious illness, 
they are a community that, when 
vaccinated, can help prevent out-
breaks.

“Whenever [someone gets] an 
infection, it can create more rep-
licants and variants and things of  
that nature, and young adults are 
a population where the virus re-
ally replicates quite a bit because 
of  socialization and things of  that 
nature,” he said. “Young adults are 
actually a really good cohort to tar-
get to prevent outbreaks. I really 
feel strongly that college students 
should strongly consider getting 
a booster shot 

Health Services to 
host COVID-19 vaccine 
booster clinics

Community celebrates International Education Week
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The URI community mourns the passing of former student-athlete 
Ryan Preston at the age of 24. PHOTO CREDIT: Providence Journal

URI Parking Services updates free rides service for students looking for safe transportation on Kingston Campus at night. 
PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor
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Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

Remembering the past and teaching the future were important themes 
as the University of  Rhode Island celebrated Native American Heritage 
Month throughout November.

To commemorate the historical month, URI held an event on the 
Quad on Tuesday, Nov. 23. The event featured activities to teach people 
about Native American culture, from games and art to music.

The games included ring-and-pin and lacrosse, which has its roots in 
the Algonquian tribes. It also included lesser-known games like hub hub, 
described by Malinda Fry, an Indigenous student, as a gambling game 
where two teams hit a bowl filled with beans to get marks.

In addition, they had Play-Doh to make traditional pinch pots. 
“We are giving out Play-Doh to teach people how to make traditional 

pinch pots since we were not allowed to use real clay,” Fry said. “Tradition-
al pinch pots like these were used often to go around and collect seeds.”

The event also featured traditional Native American instruments, such 
as rattles and drums. The drums ranged from pow-wow drums, which are 
big and round, to handheld drums that are used for social dances. Many of  
them were made from wood and other natural materials and were made to 
represent the sounds of  nature, according to Fry.

Given that the University is on Narragansett land, Fry said it is im-
portant to teach students about the culture of  the tribes that have lived in 
the area.

“Since we are on Narragansett land, I think it is very important for 
people to understand the traditions of  people from this area, because they 
learn a lot about Plains native people, rather than eastern woodland,” she 
said.

She also mentioned that she, along with some other students of  Native 
American heritage, are trying to organize the Native American Student 
Organization but have not yet since the number of  Native American stu-
dents is very low on campus.

“Our first big goal is to get that established so there is always a safe 
space for Indigenous people,” she said

Fry said that URI also must work on curriculum on campus, as many 
courses that focus on Native American Heritage are taught by people who 
are not of  Native American descent, and use old textbooks that are out of  
date when it comes to their research.

NEWS

not just for themselves, but for the greater com-
munity.”

Students can get a booster shot of  any vac-
cine regardless of  what their initial dose was. If  
you initially got Johnson & Johnson, Nasin said 
that he would recommend getting a booster 
of  Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna because the 
makeup is slightly different and would provide a 
different strategy.

Like most vaccines, the COVID-19 shot has 
the possibility to cause adverse, short-term effects 
such as headache, fever and nausea, according to 
the CDC. While not everybody will experience 
side effects, Nasin recommended that you try to 
plan to get your booster when at your healthiest 
and have time available, just in case.

“I had some adverse effects, I had fever and 
a headache, but I see that as a good thing, just 

because I know it’s working,” he said. “So you 
know that’s a positive, but you may not want to 
take an exam that way. So just plan accordingly. 
The good news is that the adverse effects don’t 
last more than 24 hours, so they go away really 
quickly. Usually the next day they’re gone.”

Regarding long-term complications related 
to the vaccine, Nasin emphasized that the com-
munity should not worry.

“It was really scary for people in the begin-
ning because we really didn’t know, it was a new 
technology,” he said. “[But] we have so much 
data at this point on the safety of  these vaccines 
that really there shouldn’t be any concerns about 
ill effects, and I can say that with real confi-
dence.” 

He also noted that other common vaccines, 
such as those for measles, mumps and rubella, 

typhoid and tetanus, also have short-term side 
effects and the potential for serious complica-
tions. But like the COVID-19 vaccine, it’s about 
weighing the risks versus the benefits. 

“Certainly the risk of  COVID-19 entirely 
outweighs the risk of  getting a vaccine,” Nasin 
said. “There’s no question.”

For further information about the 
COVID-19 vaccine, Nasin recommends stu-
dents visit the CDC and RIDOH websites.

Registration is required, and the link can be 
found here. 

If  you are unable to make the Universi-
ty-run clinics, booster shots and initial doses of  
vaccines are available all around the country. 
Appointments in Rhode Island can be found on 
the RIDOH Vaccination Portal.

Booster shots - Continued from Page 1

number and an officer would escort them to their destination. Jagoda said 
this system was not convenient for users or the officers, as officers weren’t 
always available immediately, if  at all. 

URI saw this not only as a convenience issue but as a safety issue as 
well, according to Assistant Director of  External Relations and Communi-
cations Dave Lavallee.

“We enhanced it and now we have a van with a certified driver,” Jago-
da said. “That driver will come and pick you up and you can watch where 
that shuttle is [from the Transloc app], so you can still be safe wherever you 
are and then come outside when the driver pulls up.”

Jagoda said URI knew it was time to upgrade the system when there 
were over 100 safe ride requests on average each month. 

Not only did this influx have students waiting for a ride for up to 25 
minutes, but Jagoda said it was also preventing the on-campus police from 
performing their duties to their full extent. This not only led to confusion 
within the public safety office, but it left students waiting for a ride, and it 
overwhelmed officers when they were trying to provide emergency ser-
vices. 

“I believe it’s not only going to help our officers and our dispatchers 
perform their duties a lot more effectively and efficiently, but I think it’s 
just a great opportunity to provide our community members with a quality 
service that they really demand and need,” Jagoda said. 

In addition, Lavallee sees this new system as a more comfortable at-
mosphere for students. He said that because students don’t have to ride in 
the back of  a police car, and they know that they have a dedicated, new van 
just for this service, they should feel very comfortable. 

According to Lavallee, many students are already familiar with the 
TransLoc application as it is the same application that the campus shuttles 
run on. Students using the new safe ride service will have the assurance that 
the drivers are familiar with the campus, Lavallee said. 

In addition, the drivers are able to fit multiple students in the van at 
once, allowing them to pick up and drop students quicker, according to 
Jagoda.

These safe rides are available to the entirety of  the Kingston Campus 
and also provide rides to-and-from Kingston Train Station.

To celebrate Native American Heritage Month, URI held an event on the Quad with To celebrate Native American Heritage Month, URI held an event on the Quad with 
games, art and music. PHOTO CREDIT:games, art and music. PHOTO CREDIT: Nick Pierson |  Nick Pierson | Contributing Photographer Contributing Photographer 

Safe Ride - Continued from Page 1

Vendors also attended to sell Native-related goods. Lorén Spears, the 
executive director of  the Tomaquag Museum which is set to be relocated 
to URI in 2023 and currently has an exhibit at URI, was there as a vendor 
on behalf  of  the museum. 

“We have a collaborative gift shop which is part of  our Indigenous Em-
powerment Program, so we have 35 local Indigenous artists represented,” 
Spears said.

The goods included the pieces by the artists, many of  them being 
handmade jewelry, and books written by or assisted by the museum and 
Spears.

Amelia Moore, an associate professor of  marine affairs and a faculty 
advisor to Fry, also agreed that there was much work to do when it came to 
teaching about Native American culture and history on campus.

“We don’t have a Native American or Indigenous Studies program,” 
she said.

Moore said that there are a small number of  courses offered about In-
digenous history though. She also said that there have been improvements, 
such as the Narragansett Scholarship, which is a scholarship for people fed-
erally identified as members of  the Narragansett Tribe, but there is still a 
lot more to do when it comes to educating people about the true history of  
the Indigenous people and their land.
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Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

From the Student Senate chambers this week: a COVID-19 up-
date, a housing update, the swearing in of  senators and two new 
bills brought forward on the floor. 

Ellen Reynolds, the vice president of  the University of  Rhode 
Island’s Health Services, gave a presentation on the COVID-19 
plan for the fall 2022 semester at the University.

Reynolds said that URI currently has a COVID-19 positivity 
rate of  0.8 percent and that the state of  Rhode Island as a whole has 
a current positivity rate of  4.2 percent. Currently the state is in a 
moderate positivity rate for the number of  increased cases, accord-
ing to Reynolds, which is up from 3.8 percent positivity last week. 

“We have an increase in cases but we’re hoping to correct that 
soon,” Reynolds said. “We’re hoping that was a blip with the holi-
day and that we’ll get right back to where we were, which was still 
high, but manageable.” 

Reynolds also explained that when students test positive they 
either have to move home, or to the COVID-19 dedicated hotel 
that the University works in partnership with. Students who live 
in dorms will have the costs of  the hotel covered by the University, 
however, off-campus students and students who live in Greek Life 
housing will have to pay for the cost of  the hotel out of  their own 
pocket. 

Currently, Reynolds said that 95 percent of  the University com-
munity is fully vaccinated, without counting the booster shot. The 
University is unaware thus far of  issues concerning the omicron 
variant and the possible mandate of  booster shots for both students 
and faculty and staff. 

Also in attendance were Assistant Vice President Frankie Minor 
and Assistant Director of  Assignments and Occupancy Dan Taylor 
of  URI’s Housing and Residential Life Department. 

According to Minor and Taylor, the issue of  overcapacity for 
on-campus housing is a problem that is also facing the 2022-2023 
academic year. The two came to the Senate hoping for advice from 
students of  what to do in order to allow for more space. 

Currently, the University allows for about 5,400 students to live 
on campus. According to Housing and Residence Life, historically 
freshmen make up about 3,100 spaces, sophomores make up 1,500 
spaces, juniors take about 750 spaces and seniors take 375 of  these 
spaces. 

Because of  these numbers, Minor and Taylor determined that 
for the 2022-2023 academic year, students will be given priority for 
living spaces on campus in descending cumulative credit order with 
exceptions to certain needs, like those who live far from Kingston.

Many senators rejected this idea for housing. Director of  Trea-
sury Chris Hoover brought up the idea of  bringing back triple 
rooms in residence halls. 

“[Getting rid of] triples reduced our capacity significantly,” said 
Taylor. “We are going to explore with our incoming students the 
option of  voluntary triples.” 

Seven new senators were also sworn in by President Bolu Taiwo.
New Off-Campus Senator Rebecca Greenbaum, who was nom-

inated by both herself  and At-Large Senator William Rider, was 
elected with 23 senators in favor and 3 abstentions. Greenbaum was 
not sworn in due to her leaving the meeting before its completion.

One new bill and one new resolution were also brought onto the 
floor during the meeting. 

The bill called for an amendment to be added to the Student 
Senate finance handbook to remove the rule that first-year clubs get 
$25 for first night organizations, but remains to give first-year orga-
nizations $25 for recruitment and $50 for advertising. The voting on 
this bill was postponed to next week’s meeting. 

The resolution called for the installation of  recycling bins next 
to every trash can on campus. Voting on this resolution was post-
poned until next week as well.

The Senate will reconvene in its chambers next Wednesday, 
Dec. 8 at 6:30 p.m.

SENATE

Leah Popovic | Web Editor

At the third Faculty Senate meeting of  the aca-
demic year, the University of  Rhode Island’s Presi-
dent Marc Parlange spoke about his first semester at 
the University, the vice provost updated the Senate 
on current applications for Fall 2022 and an update 
was given on the general education program.

Faculty Senate President Audrey Cardany 
opened the meeting by introducing the new Senate 
coordinator, Lisa Burbanay, to the committee, fol-
lowed by a brief  welcome from Senate Vice Presi-
dent Michael Rice. Following that, Cardany invited 
Parlange to speak.

Parlange said that during the first three and a 
half  months of  his tenure, he has gained a strong 
sense of  the community in Kingston. He noted that 
his encounters with students, faculty and staff have 
heightened his experience thus far.

“Every day is a thrill for me,” he said. “I find out 
all the marvelous things that are going on at URI, 
and all the hopes and plans, and so it’s just a plea-
sure.”

According to Parlange, the University serves as 
an “engine” for the state of  Rhode Island, where 
meaningful engagement and well-rounded support 
foster better opportunities for students.

He said further expanding URI’s doctorate pro-
gram can build URI up as an esteemed university. 
He said that with coastal work as the centerpiece of  
graduate research, impactful changes will be pro-
moted at URI.

“We have a lot of  ambition, and there’s a lot to 
do,” he said. “Our Ph.D. Programs at the end of  the 
day are the lifeblood of  the research of  the Univer-
sity. The Ph.D. program is not how the University 
makes money, but it is how we build our reputation 
for our academic accomplishments.”

Additionally, the president said URI is cur-
rently establishing a steering committee to develop 
a University-wide five-year strategic plan. Parlange 
believes that this will increase broad input, engage-
ment and collaboration from a greater part of  the 
community. 

Vice Provost Dean Libutti presented an enroll-
ment management update which disclosed a variety 

of  information concerning applicants and incom-
ing URI students. The University reached a record 
number of  applications in the fall of  2021, according 
to Libutti, who said that numbers exceeded 20,000. 

According to him, URI’s currently enrolled full-
time first-year undergraduate students have an aver-
age GPA of  3.58.

Libutti said that while the University still has 
changes to be made, he is grateful for what he has 
seen thus far this year.

“We always have to look at the challenges and 
the improvements we can make to foster students’ 
success,” Libutti said. 

Rachel DiCioccio, director of  the Office of  
Innovation in General Education, reviewed the 
2020-2021 general education program and its ac-
complishments. She highlighted the inception of  
multiple newly approved general education courses, 
including three added Grand Challenge outcomes 
and eight more D1 outcome credit courses. 

DiCioccio said that the office’s greatest strides 
this past year were made in the area of  program 
assessment. She said that trained faculty members 
were used to assess students’ work, therefore influ-
encing the future endeavors of  the general education 
program.

“At the present, my office is packaging the data 
and working to provide a summary of  the results to 
the Faculty Senate executive committee and gener-
al education curriculum committee so that they can 
then interpret that information and determine pro-
gram recommendations moving forward,” DiCioc-
cio said. 

This report, according to DiCioccio, will be 
available this upcoming spring semester and will as-
sist in identifying areas of  improvement for the gen-
eral education program. 

In the meantime, DiCioccio said her team will 
continue to revamp course offerings and incorporate 
diversity and inclusion into the curriculum.

At the end of  the meeting, DiCioccio recog-
nized Kristine Bovy, Emily Clapham, Doug Reed 
and Kimberly Page as the annual faculty spotlight 
recipients. Awards for excellence in general educa-
tion were also distributed to Bovy and Cheryl Foster. 

The Faculty Senate will meet next on Dec. 9.
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RamTech relocates to 
Campus Store, expands 
hours

Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s main place for technological and computer help 
recently moved a short distance.

RamTech Sales and Service used to be found on the first floor of  the Memorial Union, 
in its own separate area, but now is at a new location, right inside the Campus Store. The 
move happened during summer 2020, and RamTech’s new home is fully operational, pro-
viding all the same services it did prior to moving. 

“The main reason for the relocation was actually increasing customer traffic,” Paul 
Whitney, the Campus Store’s administrator, said. 

According to him, now people can come to the Campus Store and RamTech in the 
same place.

RamTech now being in the Campus Store allows customers to buy the electronics 
they may need while shopping around for other items throughout the store, according to 
Memorial Union Director Carl Stiles.

“Maybe you’re waiting for something to be fixed or wandering around the store and 
you find a sweatshirt you like,” Stiles said. “It’s an opportunity to cross-collaborate.” 

When the Campus Store and RamTech were in separate locations, Whitney said if  a 
student was looking for a new laptop or they needed something repaired, they would go 
straight to RamTech and not necessarily stop in the store, but now, they are all in the same 
place.

The daily operations of  RamTech are “pretty much the same,” according to Whitney. 
Even though he said it is a little bit smaller in size, most of  the fixtures that are in the new 
location are from the old one. 

Stiles said that one thing that did change was a slight addition to their hours of  oper-
ation. RamTech used to be open Monday through Friday, but now it follows the hours of  
the Campus Store. 

“In the Campus Store, we have Saturday hours so we actually give greater access to 
students on weekends,” Stiles said.

When the move originally happened, Stiles said it wasn’t too difficult for students to 
adjust to the relocation. He said that there was signage put up to redirect students, and 
people quickly learned where it was. 

Right now, the old space is being used as what Whitney called a “flex space.” He said 
the space is a place to hold things such as caps and gowns and large computer or clothing 
orders.

With a renovation of  the Memorial Union coming soon, there aren’t any solid plans 
for the old RamTech location quite yet.

“We’re going to be doing a phased renovation, which means that sections of  the build-
ing will be closed at a time,” Stiles said.

He said that he is going to have to find some space for offices during that time, so that 
space could come in handy to relocate different services for short periods of  time. 

Whitney also said that the first floor is a retail space, so the space could eventually have 
something to do with food or retail, but there are no solid plans quite yet, and the space 
could be used for a lot of  different offerings. 

Overall, even though RamTech has found a new home, it is still the same service that 
it was before. Stiles said that RamTech continues to serve students and the greater URI 
community.

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

According to many environmental ex-
perts, plastics are everywhere in our oceans 
and on land globally.

Students and faculty alike gathered on 
Nov. 30 at the second-to-last Honors Col-
loquium of  the year to discuss bioplastics 
and their effect on our oceans. 

The discussion featured four speakers 
who work directly in the field, and aimed 
to give listeners a glimmer of  hope when it 
comes to plastic pollution.

All four speakers acknowledged bio-
plastics are a large issue as it pertains to 
pollution, and there is a large need for 
concern. Kara Lavender Law, a research 
professor of  oceanography at the Sea Ed-
ucation Association, described the state of  
bioplastics today as a “wicked challenge.”

“We need to acknowledge that we are 
dependent on plastic and that it is really 
hard to cut it out of  our lives,” Lavender 
Law said. “At the same time, there is too 
much plastic in our environment and we 
need to figure a way to reconcile both.”

Eva Touhey is a former graduate stu-
dent at the University of  Rhode Island and 
current program manager at Clean Ocean 
Access, an environmental nonprofit locat-
ed in Middletown, Rhode Island. She had 
a similar sentiment, and feels as though we 
are almost at the point of  no return when 
it comes to bioplastics.

“We are now at the point where 
we don’t ask, ‘is plastic here or there?’” 
Touhey said. “The answer is always yes.”

The panelists also discussed the diffi-
culties of  conducting research on bioplas-
tics and figuring out just how much these 
bioplastics are affecting us, even consider-

ing that they could be in our bloodstream. 
Michaela Cashman, a biologist at the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Atlan-
tic Coastal Environmental Sciences Divi-
sion in Narragansett, said the plastics are 
just too small to measure and that they 
could be in all of  our bodies. 

Plastics could be everywhere and con-
taminate our oceans and communities 
alike according to Anna Robuck, an en-
vironmental chemist and oceanographer 
studying chemical and plastic pollution in 
natural and human environments. Robuck 
said that this plastic problem is a local one 
as much as it is a global one.

“We see the videos of  penguins with 
plastic on them and plastics in the ocean, 
but it is important that we know that this 
is also going on right in our communities,” 
Robuck said. “We have to deal with this 
at the local level if  we want to make any 
change at the global level.”

While Robuck made clear the lack of  
research and large amount of  pollution is 
deeply concerning, all four panelists made 
it clear that this is a problem that can be 
solved through advocacy and awareness. 
Touhey said that if  we all do our part with 
our own plastics, people can turn this bio-
plastic epidemic around and create a safe 
environment in our communities and the 
ocean. 

“I always like to think positively,” 
Touhey said. “It starts from the bottom 
with us, and if  we all make sure we are 
recycling correctly, we can start to make a 
difference and save our oceans.”

This meeting marked the eighth Hon-
ors Colloquium meeting in the fall semes-
ter, with the next and final event occurring 
next Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.

Honors Colloquium: 
‘Science and Solutions’

International Education Week - 
Continued from Page 1
model for co-existence and peace.

Another event hosted by the Harrington School of  Communication and Media was 
called “Storytelling: Catalyst for Global Change and Awareness.” The event welcomed 
a discussion about international storytelling and its important role in changing lives, 
building awareness, bringing resilience and healing.

IEW provided events such as these for students, but also anyone interested in global 
work or exchange, according to O’Connor, who said that IEW is for people coming into 
America and people wanting to travel out. It informs people on opportunities they can 
take to learn or work internationally, and O’Connor said that she and her colleagues help 
teach people how to put together a set resume for international countries and prepare 
you to live and work worldwide, she said. 

URI also aimed to mix in study abroad programs in the same week for their students 
to follow the global theme, with separate information sessions held throughout the week 
to cover information about the desired program or more broad questions about what the 
University offers internationally. 

In the past, URI has held a study abroad fair, but due to COVID-19, the University 
has not been able to hold it due to safety protocols limiting study abroad options due to 
COVID-19, Carrara said. 

The Study Abroad Fair welcomed about 50 different tables for different study abroad 
programs from faculty-run trips during J-term or summer to semester or full-year pro-
grams hosted by external companies.

Carrara said that before COVID-19, the event would be held all day for students to 
come and go as they please, to discover where they might want to take their studies. This 
event has not been held in person since 2019. 

COVID-19 has also changed a few things about international students and pro-
grams, according to O’Connor. She said there are fewer international students currently 
studying at URI due to the pandemic. 

Both international students currently at URI and students looking to study abroad 
must be fully vaccinated, as well as present a negative COVID-19 test to travel in and 
out of  their host country. 

“At the heart of  international education there is an opportunity for global under-
standing, while it may sound high in the sky, a lot of  things would not be possible without 
global understanding, from business to peacekeeping measures,” Carrara said. “All these 
little pieces can have a lifetime effect.” 

To increase customer traffic, RamTech moved to the Campus Store in the Memorial Union. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer
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URI becomes first R.I. school in 
computer center collaboration

Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island joined the 
Massachusetts Green High-Performance Comput-
ing Center (MGHPCC) this November to collab-
orate with Massachusetts universities and invest in 
high-performance computing hardware.

Starting approximately 10 years ago, Harvard 
University, Boston University, Northeastern Univer-
sity, the University of  Massachusetts and the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of  Technology decided to share 
one high-performance computing center in order to 
decrease costs for participating schools while also en-
couraging collaborative projects. Shortly after these 
conversations, the MGHPCC was built in 2012 in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts.

“It also facilitates collaboration between differ-
ent research groups across these different campus-
es,” said Gaurav Khanna, the director of  research 
computing and assistant professor of  physics at URI. 
“There have been several joint funding proposals 
that have emerged, lots of  joint research that has 
resulted because of  the fact that we’re sharing this 
resource together.”

Khanna joined URI with the intent of  helping 
the University join the MGHPCC after the Univer-
sity conducted a nearly two-year search to transform 
its research computing efforts. 

After months of  collaboration, Khanna said that 
URI has officially been integrated into the MGHP-
CC with their own space in the last month as a plat-
form for collaborative research and projects involv-
ing everything from quantum computing to artificial 
intelligence this past month.

A wide variety of  sciences are represented with-
in the computing center, according to Khanna, as 
the universities continue to collaborate on topics 
ranging from genomics to climate change. Accord-
ing to the MGHPCC website, millions of  virtual ex-
periments are housed within the computing center 
every month in various projects. 

Assistant computer science and statistics profes-
sor Noah Daniels said that the MGHPCC can have 
a major impact on the efficiency and effective nature 
of  a current oceanography-related study that can 
help Rhode Islanders understand their ecosystem.

“We have the oceanographers studying Nar-
ragansett Bay and wanting [to study] the microbi-
ome of  oysters and looking at the health of  oysters 
and how it relates to the collection of  microbes that 
make up their microbiome,” Daniels said. “And that 
involves tremendous bioinformatics computations.” 

On a larger scale, Chief  Information Officer of  
Information Technology Services Karlis Kaugars 
said that the MGHPCC partnership helps with the 
second step of  a Cyberteam to Advance Research 

and Education in Eastern Regional Schools (CA-
REERS) CyberTeam initiative where resources al-
low people to work on the same computing equip-
ment while engaging in the same problems. 

Kaugars said that supercomputing has been in-
volved in climate research for decades and one grand 
challenge that can be addressed with computing cen-
ters involves Rhode Island’s “blue economy.”

“We’ve talked a lot about the blue economy in 
the state of  Rhode Island,” Kaugars said. “How to 
maintain sustainable fisheries in an era of  sea-level 
rise, of  changing ocean temperature gradients, of  
changing ocean ecology is one of  those big grand 
challenge problems that we need to work with people 
up and down the eastern seaboard to solve.” 

Khanna hopes that further collaborative proj-
ects and other benefits will come to URI as part of  
this new exploration of  the MGHPCC with URI. 

“I would hope that the entire campus is able to 
benefit from an intellectual capacity [that this] cen-
ter represents,” Khanna said.

Khanna also serves as the mentor for the CA-
REERS CyberTeam Program. CAREERS is a 
three-year National Science Foundation-funded 
program that attempts to build research computing 
facilitators in universities in Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut and other northeastern states that started in July 
2020.

URI physics professor Robert Coyne worked to 
help with the first CAREERS CyberTeam project 
entitled “An optimized search algorithm for gravi-
tational waves from post-merger remnants.” In this 
project, senior physics student Christopher Nadeau 
learned from the MGHPCC community for an ap-
proximately six-month student program starting 
in February alongside project mentors Coyne and 
Khanna.

“He found a student in the department who had 
some exposure to computing, but really wanted to 
learn more,” Khanna said. “So what we did in Cy-
berTeam, this is what we routinely do, is we fund the 
student on an internship-like program and the stu-
dent basically learns from a wider community, which 
is basically coming from the MGHPCC, on what are 
the tools that are needed.”

Beyond the collaboration projects, Daniels said 
that the Computing Center offers an efficient and 
cost-effective way for dataset investigators to research 
through collaboration. Daniels’ main research goal is 
to design algorithms for high-performance comput-
ers that can be done on laptops. 

“I want people to be able to access those datasets 
and download them,” Daniels said. “And so having 
a resource where we can make large files available, 
either to the public or for archive purposes, is really 
useful to me.”

From behind the desk 
to behind the helm
Learn how to operate small boats with AFS

Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

Learn to anchor a boat, tie 
knots, what to do when there’s 
a fire at sea and more by taking 
AFS 290: Small Boats and their 
Operation. 

The class is available to any 
University of  Rhode Island stu-
dent, even those without any 
prior boating experience, al-
though a little bit is encouraged 
according to lecturers Steve 
Barber and Mitch Hatzipetro. 

However, due to the hands-
on teaching experience, the 
class is capped at 20 students. 
The class is mainly taken by 
students in the marine science 
field, but a variety of  majors 
are represented among the stu-
dents, according to its lecturers. 
The class is only offered in the 
fall due to the class often being 
in flux because of  the changing 
weather.  

The class operates in a 
lab format, with the first half  
of  the class being used to go 
over the lesson and have prac-
tice, according to the lecturers. 
From there, the class will go on 
to facilitate the lesson, whether 
on the water or something else 
hands-on with the boat. 

The goal of  this class is to 
give any student following the 
marine track comfortability op-
erating a boat when their career 
requires it, according to Barber. 

The class started right at 
the beginning of  the aquacul-
ture program in the 1960s, ac-
cording to Barber and Hatzipet-
ro, as a way to give fishermen 
practical boating skills and to 
make them feel more comfort-
able on the water. Now, a cou-
ple decades later, the program 
has become a full four-year de-
gree and has become a lot more 
science-heavy.

Even after all these years, 
though, the goal of  the class 
is still the same. According to 

the professors, in order for stu-
dents to understand the fisher-
ies component of  the program, 
the best way to learn is seeing 
how fishing operations work on 
these boats. 

“Being an aquaculture 
and fisheries class, we like to 
incorporate fisheries,” Hatzi-
petro said. “We’re gonna put 
out a net and actually fish to 
show how all of  the technology 
works.” 

For Hatzipetro, a big prior-
ity of  the class is safety train-
ing, and the first few weeks are 
completely focused on what to 
do when a crisis can hit. 

“I’m very safety-oriented,” 
Hatzipetro said. “If  something 
can go wrong, it will go wrong.”

As part of  the class, stu-
dents get experience with three 
different outboard engine 
boats, according to Barber. A 
17-foot, a 24-foot and even up 
to a 53-foot trawler are all used 
by the school for different re-
search projects. 

The class has partnered 
with the URI Sailing Center, 
and is able to launch out of  
their dock. 

Barber is the current cap-
tain of  the largest vessel, Cap-
tain Bert. 

“When they come up onto 
Captain Bert, I allow them to 
come into the wheelhouse and 
see the difference between a 
bigger boat and the smaller 
boats,” Barber said. 

According to Barber, the 
class is a helpful tool for those 
who want to take the Coast 
Guard boating exam, but the 
class does not actually offer the 
license.  

The AFS program offers 
students a lot of  hands-on and 
vast experience of  many skills 
that have to do with fisher-
ies, such as another AFS class 
where students can learn how 
to scuba dive. 

Joins five Mass. universities in partnership

Gaurav Khanna, a professor of psychics and director of research computing, helped URI in its effort to partner with five universities 
in Massachusetts for the Massachusetts Green High-Performance Computing Center. PHOTO CREDIT: bu.edu
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History professor tells story of John Jay’s odyssey
Matthew Miller | Contributing Reporter

The sixth voyage of  the Providence-based ship John 
Jay showed an important cross section of  politics, economy 
and culture in the early 1800s, and 200 years later, was the 
recent focus of  the University of  Rhode Island’s Brown 
Bag Series. 

Catherine DeCesare, an assistant professor of  history 
at URI, dove into Rhode Island’s nautical history in her 
project entitled “Bermuda Prize,” presenting her ground-
breaking historical research as part of  the series hosted by 
the department for humanities.

The John Jay, a trading ship owned by the Brown and 
Ives Trading Company, departed Providence into politi-
cally tumultuous seas, carrying millions of  dollars worth 
of  cargo to trade.

“Before the American Revolution, Far East trade was 
a monopoly of  the British East India Company,” DeCe-
sare said. “Colonial merchants were not allowed to trade 
directly with the Far East. After the American Revolution, 
the political dynamics changed and the trade was opened 
to U.S. shipping, and Rhode Island merchants stopped up 
to this challenge right away.”

But this was not done without significant risk and chal-
lenges presented by the British Navy. The British Navy, be-
ing the most powerful in the world at the time, patrolled 
the seas and many major trade ports, doing routine checks 
of  any neutral vessel they came across, according to DeCe-
sare. The John Jay was stopped by the British Navy on its 
outbound voyage, though these earlier stops didn’t cause 
too many issues.

The initial journey, departing from Providence in 
1804 for Amsterdam, then Batavia in the Dutch East In-
dies, initially ran into no political or legal controversies, but 
that didn’t mean it was smooth sailing.

“En route across the North Atlantic, to the North Sea, 
the Jay sailed into a major storm, seriously damaging her,” 
DeCesare said. “She made her way, kind of  limped actu-
ally, to the port of  Great Yarmouth in England, and there 
the ship was repaired and then set sail for Amsterdam in 
the Netherlands. She arrived in Amsterdam late in the sea-
son and was iced in for the duration of  the winter.”

The journey to Batavia the following spring went with 
no issues, although the journey back quickly became a 
more chaotic and controversial endeavor.

“The British Navy were increasingly concerned about 
Napoleon’s string of  continental victories, and crowning 
himself  emperor, so they stepped up their efforts to control 

the seas and the trade routes especially,” DeCesare said. 
“This is especially after the battle of  Trafalgar in late Oc-
tober 1805. From the British Navy’s perspective, it was all-
out war, to defeat Napoleon. And to do so, it was necessary 
to stop and search all neutral vessels.”

The intensity and tension between the crew of  the 
John Jay and the British Naval vessels increased with each 
successive stop. It wasn’t until the fourth stop that the Brit-
ish decided to actually capture the John Jay when the ship 
was only a matter of  days from returning back home. 

The ship was taken to the British colony of  Bermuda, 
to be put on trial by the court. A legal battle ensued for sev-
eral months, according to DeCesare, with the ship slowly 
deteriorating in the harbor. It made national headlines in 
the U.S., contributing to the rising tensions between the 
two nations, which would culminate some years later in 
the War of  1812. After many months, and thousands of  
dollars spent, the John Jay was finally returned to the US 
in 1806, where it would be repaired to set sail once more.

DeCesare’s research, so far, has been conducted in 
both London and Bermuda. At the National Archives in 
London, she was given access to the original legal files from 

the British High Court of  Justice, which detailed in-depth 
the court case and legal decisions concerning the John Jay. 
She also went to the Bermuda Archives, where the ship was 
brought and where the lower courts, which also worked on 
the case, were located.

The audience had the chance to ask questions at mul-
tiple points throughout the presentation, including the 
Administrative Assistant for the Center of  the Humanities 
Laura Stiffler who commented on the presentation.

“I love the travel and the research aspect of  it and un-
covering the story that has been buried for hundreds of  
years, and I think it’s really neat that it has such a home 
connection to Providence and Rhode Island,” Stiffler said. 
“I know the Center of  Humanities helped fund the Ber-
muda trip as part of  a grant, so it’s cool to see these things 
come to fruition.”

The Brown Bag Series, typically held on one Thurs-
day each month at 12:30 p.m., is made available both in 
person at the Hardge Forum in the Multicultural Student 
Services Center, and over Zoom, which anyone can sign up 
for through the URI Center for Humanities website under 
the events tab.

From refugee to first female mayor in Afghanistan

Ronan Himelrick | Contributing Reporter

As a refugee living in Iran, Azra Jafari 
said she knew little about her home coun-
try, where she would come back and one 
day shatter a glass ceiling.

Jafari, the first female mayor in Af-
ghanistan, shared her life experiences in 
the Middle East in a virtual lecture at the 
University of  Rhode Island. 

The event was moderated by professor 
Kristin Johnson, the director of  the gradu-
ate program of  international relations. 

 Jafari became the first woman to ever 
hold the office of  mayor in Afghanistan af-
ter being elected in Nili, a small town in the 
middle of  the country, in 2008. 

During the Afghanistan Civil War in 
the 1990s, she attended high school in Iran 
as a refugee from Afghanistan. There was 
an ongoing Soviet occupation along with 
increased military pressure from the Tali-

ban during the time.  
“Civil war was established and then 

Taliban came, so all these times we had a 
lot of  conflict,” Jafari said.   

In the time of  conflict, she noted the 
role of  women in Afghanistan. The conflict 
limited the Afghan government’s efforts to 
provide opportunities for women, accord-
ing to Jafari. 

After returning from her studies in 
Iran, Jafari was determined to make a 
change. She joined activist groups such as 
the Equal Rights Association, according to 
a Brown University article, and helped with 
the writing of  the new constitution with 
former President Hamid Karzai. 

Jafari said she and other women were 
tired of  the antiquated rules and regula-
tions regarding the role of  women in Af-
ghanistan. 

“How can we take the position on the 
table of  people who make decisions for 

women also?” Jafari said. “We have to be 
on that table too.” 

She, along with other women, began 
a campaign for her to become the first fe-
male mayor in Afghanistan, which was suc-
cessful. The city of  Nili was established in 
2004. According to Jafari, it was not like a 
traditional city, but more like a remote vil-
lage in the desert at the time. 

“The most important problem was fi-
nance because I didn’t have any financial 
resources in the city,” Jafari said. “I needed 
help to at least start some small project to 
help people trust me.”

As mayor of  a newly established city, 
Jafari said she wanted to create and share a 
positive culture with residents. One of  the 
first projects in Nili was repairing the roads 
and improving drainage issues, according 
to Jafari. She also helped establish a school 
system that provided students with valuable 
leadership skills for their respective futures.

Jafari explained that there were chal-
lenges with the traditional values of  Afghan 
culture that she had to face as a woman 
in power. Oftentimes she was called “Mr. 
Mayor” after completing a project. 

“You know, in Afghanistan, ‘man,’ it is 
a symbol of  power, a symbol of  energy and 
a symbol of  change,” Jafari said. “So that’s 
why people said ‘Mr. Mayor.’”   

While many citizens of  Nili respected 
the work done by Jafari, there were still 
some who did not appreciate a woman in 
power, according to her. 

Jafari explained that the women’s 
rights movement is not new in Afghanistan, 
noting how important it has become again 
with the recent increase of  political pres-
sure from the Taliban in the region. 

“If  they [Taliban] want to stay in Af-
ghanistan, they have to accept several 
things, and women’s rights are not negotia-
ble,” Jafari said. 

Breaking barriers amid hostility: How Azra Jafari defied the odds

Catherine DeCesare talks about her project entitled “Bermuda Prize,” at the Multicultural Student Services Center.  
PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor



Jonah Steinweh-Adler | Contributing Reporter

Sometimes unplanned jour-
neys take you exactly to where you 
are supposed to be, and math lec-
turer Kelli Fay-Wolfe’s life exempli-
fies this. 

Born in Cumberland, Rhode 
Island, Fay-Wolfe was not always 
sure where her path would lead her. 
However, with a self-described in-
satiable curiosity and a determined 
work ethic, she earned admission 
to the University of  Pennsylvania, 
where she earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in psychology, and later Har-
vard University, where she earned 
a master’s in education, which she 
said has allowed her to pursue a ca-
reer that she loves.   

College, according to Fay-
Wolfe, was a time of  exploration 
and experimentation for her. She 
really didn’t know what was ahead 
of  her, but she wanted to try things 
out to learn what she enjoyed. 

“The more you experience and 
the more you learn, the more you 
will know what you really enjoy and 
what you want to do,” Fay-Wolfe 
said. “Stay excited.” 

When pursuing her master’s at 
Harvard, Fay-Wolfe said she found 
her work interviewing prisoners and 
studying their psychological pro-
cesses extremely interesting. 

“It really wasn’t until I graduat-
ed from both those [programs] that 
I said ‘huh, what do I really want to 
do?’” Fay-Wolfe said. “I was fortu-
nate to be in a situation that allowed 
me to be able to go back and [be 
flexible].” 

She said that she always had a 
love for math and wanted to come 
back to it, which motivated her to 
pursue a career as a math teacher. 

Over the years, her motivation 
for being a teacher has shifted to 
being more about her connections 
with her students. She said she loves 
to be around at that moment when 
students suddenly understand the 
content.

“I get excited when I see, all of  

a sudden, that spark, ‘oh they get 
it,’” Fay-Wolfe said. 

Success is different for each 
person and achieving it takes many 
different forms. But for Fay-Wolfe, 
success has always taken the form 
of  big dreams.

“To get what you want you 
have to dream big,” Fay-Wolfe said. 
“You have a choice. Don’t tell your-
self, ‘I can never do that,’ because 
the more you say things that are 
negative, the harder it is to come 
back from.”

She said that everybody fails 
at something at some point in their 
lives, and emphasized the impor-
tance of  making yourself  move 
even when you don’t want to. She 
explained that it can be as simple as 
just getting out of  bed and heading 
to the dining hall. 

Fay-Wolfe went on to talk 
about the importance of  moving on 
from these little failures and build-
ing that “muscle.”

“You can’t think ‘there’s success 
over here and failure over there,’” 
Fay-Wolfe said. “I don’t think it's 
black and white. That failure may 
lead you to somewhere where you 
really ought to be.” 

While it was not always her 
plan, Fay-Wolfe earned her mas-
ter’s degree in applied mathematics 
from URI during the pandemic, 
and is now teaching, doing what she 
loves. Sometimes unplanned jour-
neys take you exactly to where you 
are supposed to be.
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LuAnne Roth, a senior lecturer of  writing and 
rhetoric at the University of  Rhode Island, has 
made a career out of  folklore, dedicating her time 
to researching death and food and teaching what 
she knows, one class at a time.

“It seems like a really interesting way to under-
stand what makes people tick,” Roth said. “Instead 
of  in psychology, asking them questions like a ther-
apist might, folklorists ask people questions about 
their traditions and the things that are important 
to them culturally, and then draws meaning from 
that.”

Prior to coming to URI, a lot of  this work re-
lated to zombies. In graduate school, Roth came 
across conversations about zombies and race and 
zombies as an allegory for racism and colonialism 
while studying for her comprehensive exams. 

Before she knew it, she was teaching a class 
on zombie folklore and running a university-wide 
zombie conference at the University of  Missouri.

“I like [zombies] because they seem to be just 
folly, or fear,” she said. “But underneath there’s a 
lot of  history and meaning, and in each genera-
tion, each decade, zombies sort of  take on whatever 
meanings that generation needs them to take on. 
And if  we look at them, we can sort of  see reflec-
tions of  ourselves.”

She explained that zombies in the 1930s and 
1940s were created by mad scientists and Nazis, in 
the 1950s and 1960s they were supposedly from ra-
diation from outer space and in recent history, after 
9/11, zombies have gotten faster and have emerged 
from fears of  terrorism and experimentation gone 
wrong.

In 2021, the age of  COVID-19, some aspects 
within zombie films are coming to life in real-time, 
according to Roth.

“You lose family members, you can’t tell often-
times who’s sick or not — those were the things, 
those were the fears,” she said. “The pandemic is 
what happens in zombie films on a regular basis.” 

Since coming to URI, Roth has been working 
on projects related to food, film and killer clowns. 
Roth said that all of  her research has something to 
do with death or food in some way. 

She’s currently finishing up a film analysis that 
compares the way meat is treated in “Departures” 
and “The Green Butchers.”

“My argument, in a nutshell, is that the meat 
scenes, and the way meat functions like almost as a 
character itself  within the story, is a way of  thinking 
about death and dying and mortality,” she said.

She’s also working on research about the 
2016 ‘creepy clown’ phenomenon, drawing a line 
between the mass hysteria of  the clown sightings 
and mass shootings. Roth said that while she is not 
afraid of  clowns herself, the phenomenon was a big 
deal.

“My argument that I’m working on is that it is 
more comforting to imagine that you can see some-
body wearing a clown mask and spot the danger 
than to accept the reality that, you know, you could 
walk in with an assault rifle under your coat and 
you look like a peaceful, normal person,” she said. 
“It’s more comforting to be like, ‘There’s the dan-

ger. That one right there wearing a mask.’”
Senior Michaela Sullivan has taken many class-

es with Roth, including HPR 347: Honors Seminar 
in Humanities and Writing which focused on the 
folklore of  death and dying, WRT 305: Travel Writ-
ing and WRT 404: Writing with Community Part-
ners, where she worked with the North Kingstown 
Food Pantry to write donor letters, help with social 
media and get involved with the community. 

Sullivan said that she has felt supported by 
Roth as a professor in all of  her classes. 

 “I can tell that she genuinely cares about her 
students and wants them to be successful,” she said. 
“I had a few medical things come up and she was 
very accommodating. She saw that I was still put-
ting an effort [in] and she was more than willing to 
work with me.”

Genoa Shepley, the chair of  the writing and 
rhetoric department, described Roth as a “gem.”

“She has the full package of  really compel-
ling research and great teaching abilities, excellent 
teaching abilities, and she’s a wonderful colleague,” 
she said. “We’re very lucky to have her.”

‘Folly or fear’ An unfiltered 
exchange: Coffee 
with Kelli Fay-Wolfe

LuAnne Roth’s research focuses on zombies, death and food. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer

Writing and rhetoric professor studies death, food

Photo Credit: uri.edu



R.I. Journalism Hall of Fame 
inducts Cigar alum

Nicole Wagner | Managing Editor

Thinking of  a lede in your head on the drive 
back from covering an event or after an exciting in-
terview is what keeps many journalists coming back 
to the newsroom for more. 

From enthralling interviews with the likes of  
Mickey Rooney and Elvis fanatics, to the memorial-
ization of  soldiers who made the ultimate sacrifice, 
longtime Newport Daily News reporter Jim Gillis, 
‘81, has had the freedom to cover all corners of  life as 
a steward of  local news. 

“You talk to so many people, and what I like do-
ing is I like talking to people from all walks,” Gillis 
said.

This year Gillis will be inducted into the Rhode 
Island Journalism Hall of  Fame, following a two-year 
induction delay due to the pandemic. 

“It shows that at least somebody thinks highly 
of  some of  the stuff you’ve done,” he said. “I mean, 
Rhode Island is a small pool but it’s also, you know, 
it’s just nice to be thought of  and know that the work 
you’ve put in is valued.”

A close friend of  Gillis, University of  Rhode 
Island External Relations and Communications As-
sistant Director Dave Lavallee, spoke highly of  his 
reporting abilities. 

“I continue to be really proud of  folks who come 
from URI journalism and The Good Five Cent Ci-
gar and I don’t know if  anyone represents old-time, 
solid, fair, great reporting [more] than Jim Gillis,” 
Lavallee said. 

After spending 33 years at the Newport Daily 
News and understanding what it means to report on 
Rhode Island communities, Gillis said local news out-
lets provide information that people rely on that they 
would not be able to find anywhere else. However, he 
said that it has been a struggle to convince people to 
spend money on their local newspapers.

“You know, people think Facebook is news, and 
it’s not,” he said. 

Story tips can be found on Facebook though, 
which Gillis said he takes into account when writing 
his column Spare Change for the outlet. Gillis began 
writing the column in 1986 and continues to do so 
presently. It started as a one-off column, according to 
him, and features stories about topics ranging from 
favorite films filmed in Newport to the local impact 
of  hurricanes.

Having the freedom to cover different topics as 
a local news reporter is an advantage of  the career 
path, according to Gillis, as opposed to covering na-
tional news in a specific area such as political or sci-
entific reporting.

However, some drawbacks to being a local re-
porter Gillis said include people knowing who you 
are. Years ago, Gillis said he received numerous bor-
derline-racist letters from a person who signed them 
as “Mencken” after early 20th-century journalist 
H.L. Mencken, who was a controversial columnist at 
the time. He also received a dead squid in the mail 
around that same time with no attached note. 

One day, Gillis ran into a man who started rant-
ing at him in a 7-Eleven and in a separate neighbor-
hood on the same day. The man said a phrase during 
his ranting and raving which Gillis recalled from a 
letter that “Mencken” had used before and called 
him out on it. He never received a letter from him 
again. 

“The drawback also is that you’re in a small area 
so people have an idea of  who you are and if  they 
want to send you a piece of  dead squid in the mail 
they can, I guess,” Gillis said.

Gillis was not the only one of  his parents’ chil-
dren to enter the field of  journalism, as his sister Cin-
dy Gillis, ‘83, would go on to work in medical publi-
cations, including International Meetings & Science. 

As children, Gillis and his sister were raised 

around newspapers and broadcast news in their 
home. He even said that their landlord would throw 
papers from the first floor up to their third-floor 
apartment for the family to read once she had fin-
ished. 

“We had newspapers everywhere; we always 
watched the news,” Gillis said. “I was kind of  just 
hooked from there.”

After his father, a World War II veteran, died 
when Gillis was in seventh grade, he lost interest 
in school and his grades dropped. High school is 
where Gillis said he began to “rebound” when his 
junior-year English teacher encouraged him to pur-
sue journalism and recommended URI’s journalism 
program.

“I had my heart set on this so, you know, it’s a 
good thing I had some skill for it because it would’ve 
been heartbreaking if  I wasn’t any good at it,” he 
said.

Throughout his journalism career, Gillis faced 
threats and danger, but none were bigger than one 
that he had to deal with for thirteen years and stuck 
around even after his career ended.

In 2007, Gillis found out that he had a major kid-
ney infection when he began acting strange and had 
trouble swallowing. He went to the emergency room 
where he discovered he had a bladder infection that 
had reached his kidneys and led to kidney shutdown. 

When Gillis got bloodwork done, he was “not 
far from being dead.” The bloodwork showed that 
his creatinine levels, which are used to assess kidney 
function. The average adult male’s creatinine levels 
range from 0.74 to 1.35 according to the Mayo Clin-
ic; Gillis’ was 18.6 which was “off the charts.”

“When they put ‘end-stage’ next to your name, 
that kind of  gets your attention,” he said.

From 2012 through 2020, when he received a 
kidney transplant, Gillis went to get dialysis treat-
ments three times a week to improve kidney function 
and remove toxins from his blood. This led him to re-
tire as a full-time reporter at the Newport Daily News 
in 2013. 

He received the transplant on March 9, 2020, 
as hospitals just started becoming overcrowded with 
COVID-19 patients and not allowing visitors. His 
wife, Julie Bisbano, was “tremendously supportive” 
throughout his kidney treatments, transplant surgery 
and afterwards, during his recovery. 

“It’s a once in a lifetime experience, I hope,” Gil-
lis said. “It is something that changes your perspec-
tive, and makes you see the world differently.”

While he was still a journalism student at URI, 
Gillis wrote for the Cigar where he learned how to re-
port on campus news and developed an understand-
ing of  story structure. 

The Cigar gave Gillis a place to make lifelong 
friends who helped him get through his mother’s 
passing in his sophomore year of  college. 

“Those are things that stay with you no matter 
how old you get,” Gillis said in reference to the sup-
port and friendship of  his fellow Cigar members.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021

WINTER DEADLINES, SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES
5pm-6pm • Virtual Event• FREE
The summer may seem far off, but to make the best of  it, you should 
start seeking fellowships now. Whether you want to study abroad, do 
research in another state, or a special project, there’s an app(lication) 
for that!  Open to all students, with a special focus on freshman through 
juniors looking to make the most of  the summertime. 
Presented by Kathleen Maher, Director of  the URI Office of  National 
Fellowships & Academic Opportunities.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://uri-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUkdeqqqDsrE9AJs-
rCFNK6ZpWbDQtV.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY GAME VS. UMASS
7pm • Boss Ice Arena • FREE
Come watch our Rhode Island Rams take on Umass Amherst! Adults 
tickets are $5 cash at the door. Students & Kids under 12 are free! The 
teams play again Saturday, Dec 4th at 4pm.

URI CONCERT CHOIR - FALL 2021
8pm-9:30pm • Fine Arts Concert Hall • FREE - $12
Mark Conley, director. A 30-voice choir whose members are selected by 
audition, will present an evening of  seasonal selections from the classic 
and contemporary choral repertoire.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021

PRESENTATION ON TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE
6pm • Avedesian Hall (Pharm), Room 170 • FREE
Join the Pharmacognosy Club for a lecture on traditional Chinese med-
icine and its practice by guest speaker Nancy Graham! Nancy Graham 
is an alumna of  the New England School of  Acupuncture, and has 
maintained her practice in South County, RI since 1988. She is conver-
sant in Chinese language and culture and has studied traditional Chinese 
Medicine in China and Taiwan. Nancy is NCCAOM National Board 
certified in Chinese Herbal Medicine. She is a lifelong student of  the 
Chinese martial and healing arts of  Tai Chi and Chi Gong.

DEMOCRACY AND DESSERT: A CONVERSATION WITH 
RI GENERAL TREASURER SETH MAGAZINER
7pm-8pm • Memorial Union, Room 360 • FREE
Come have a snack, network, and ask Rhode Island’s elected leaders your 
questions. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021

AFRICAN DRUM AND DANCE ENSEMBLE - FALL 2021
7pm • Fine Arts Center Concert Hall • FREE
Aboubacar Camara, director. FREE!

URI MENS BASKETBALL VS SACRED HEART
6pm • Ryan Center • $Various
Come down to the Ryan Center and cheer on your Rhody Rams Men’s 
Basketball team as they take on Sacred Heart University!

URI WOMENS BASKETBALL VS HARTFORD
8:30pm • Ryan Center • $Various
Come down to the Ryan Center and cheer on your Rhody Rams Wom-
en’s Basketball team as they take on Hartford University!

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2021

BODYPUMP FOR WELL BEING: 
MAKING MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS
3:30pm-4:30pm • Fascitelli Ctrr • FREE for members 
Join us for the final of  our 4-week series of  BodyPump classes. Michael 
Starkey is the special guest Instructor from the URI Counseling Center. 
He will lead you through the class while incorporating information on 
the benefits of  attending GRX classes to enhance your overall well-being. 
Each week will cover a different topic: 12/8:  BodyPump for Well Being: 
Making Meaningful Connections.  Join us for one or all of  the classes!
REGISTER on IMLeagues.com/uri beginning at noon the day prior to 
the class. All levels are welcome!

THIS WEEK AT URI

FEATURES

Steward of local news speaks to 33 years reporting

One of the newest inductees of the Rhode Island Press Hall 
of Fame is set to join some of Rhode Island’s most acclaimed 

news journalists. PHOTO CREDIT: newportri.com
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Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

University of  Rhode Island senior film 
and theatre double major Audrey Visscher 
won first place in the social sciences, arts 
and humanities poster board award at the 
Undergraduate Research Showcase about 
her lighting design work on “Silent Sky.”

The Research Showcase, held on Nov. 
2, was a showcase of  student research done 
at the University throughout the past year.

After the theatre department was un-
able to showcase the productions in person 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Visscher 
said she was given an opportunity to be the 
assistant director and lighting designer of  
“Silent Sky” production in late September 
2021. 

The play tells the story of  Henrietta 
Leavitt, an astronomer at Harvard Univer-
sity in 1900 who worked with Dr. Edward 
Pickering mapping the stars, yet never re-
ceived credit for her work.

After the show was finished, Rachel 
Walshe, Visscher’s advisor and an assistant 
professor of  acting and playwriting in the 
theatre department, asked if  she would be 
interested in presenting her work in the 
Undergraduate Research Showcase. 

“I did have a poster and that basical-
ly had a lot of  my research, pulled quotes 
from the text and a lot of  diagrams because 
a lot of  my work happened to be draft-

ing and physically working with lights,” 
Visscher said.

Assistant professor of  lighting and de-
sign James Horban served as another men-
tor to Visscher. He was impressed by her 
work within the show, which took 60 to 80 
hours per week while the show was in pro-
duction. 

“What I found really inspiring about 
Audrey’s work is that it was her first light-
ing design,  and she just threw herself  into 
it, no fear,” Horban said.

He hoped for Visscher’s presentation 
to showcase the hard work that goes into 
lighting design and all of  the work that went 
into “Silent Sky,” and felt that Visscher tru-
ly understood her vision for the play. 

“She kind of  had a strong foundation 
of  knowing what her milestones were lead-
ing up to opening night and that freed her 
to be more creative with her thinking and 
with the actual queuing process because 
lighting is very much, you can kind of  
match it to the concept of  painting a pic-
ture,” Horban said.

Visscher completed her undergradu-
ate research project over a week and a half  
with a variety of  historical research about 
early 1900s lamps and her personal lighting 
experience on “Silent Sky” to help viewers 
understand her design project. 

“I think most people who came over 
had at least one question,” Visscher said

Visscher found that the most difficult 
part of  the lighting design for Silent Sky 
was creating a custom star drop with ap-
proximately 200 LED lights that required 
cables all around the theatre. 

“I’ve also heard from some of  my 
friends who were in the show, but also 
watched the show, that they also really en-
joyed it.” Visscher said. “I have a whole 
bunch of  stars that I hung throughout the 
theatre that when they came on, I was told 
that some people shed a few tears just for 
the certain specific stars that came on.”

Horban noted that Visscher’s design 
work required a fair amount of  electrical 
and data distribution engineering that can 
be used in future productions in the URI 
theatre department. 

  “With her stars, for example, we were 
seeking a higher and technical solution with 
the individual LEDs for each star, because 
the control systems necessary for that ef-
fect to happen within her design,” Horban 
said. “Those control systems can be used 
for multiple things within other shows.”

Visscher said she hopes that through 
the showcase, there will be more recogni-
tion given not only to the lighting for “Si-
lent Sky,” but also to all of  the other work 
done to make other theatre productions 
happen at the University.

“I guess I’m hoping for the recognition 
but there’s so much that goes into it and so 

much passion in everyone that designs and 
participates in theatre,” Visscher said 

Following her work on Silent Sky and 
winning the Best Humanities poster at the 
Showcase, Visscher has been working on 
the props and sets of  the next URI’s stage 
production of  Clue; She was asked to be 
the Student Lighting Advisor at URI. 

Film, theatre major ‘shines’ bright at research showcase
Undergraduate student wins best humanities poster

Audrey Visscher, a senior film and theatre double 
major, led the design of the “Silent Sky’s” lighting at 
URI and won an award for her work. PHOTO CREDIT: 

Nick Pierson | Contributing Photographer 

Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

Every college student seems to identify as poor and 
hungry.  

It’s a stereotype perpetuated by television, movies and 
students themselves, oftentimes. However, there’s a clear dif-
ference between being a typical poor and hungry college 
student and being a food insecure student struggling to get 
by. This is something that Kathleen Gorman, a psychology 
professor and the director of  the University of  Rhode Is-
land’s Feinstein Center for a Hunger Free America, hopes 
to change. 

In 2019, Gorman, with the help of  some students, con-
ducted a food insecurity survey on campus and discovered 
that approximately 13 percent of  students identify as food 
insecure. Recent URI initiatives, such as the Free Farmers 
Market and the Swipe for Hope campaign, have been creat-
ed to alleviate food insecurity within the student population. 
However, she believes there are still students struggling — 
genuinely poor and hungry college students. 

“One of  the things that some students brought up was 
the social pressure to eat, to go out with your friends to get 
pizza for example, is so high, that some students will spend 
their limited resources to do something social and then go 
without,” Gorman said. “That has an effect on you.” 

She said that when the survey was conducted, all of  the 
students that identified as food insecure also fell into catego-
ries of  higher stress, more often sick, missing more classes 
and struggling academically. 

Despite this, Gorman said that not every student that is 
food insecure recognizes that they are such. 

“Some kids really know, but I don’t think a lot of  them 
realize it,” she said. 

Gorman got her doctorate at the University of  Mary-
land. After graduating, she received an opportunity to move 
to Guatemala to study malnutrition and its effects on child-
hood development. Later in her career, Gorman studied 
iodine deficiency in China and taught at different universi-
ties throughout the United States, before landing in Rhode 
Island to focus more on malnutrition as it relates to food 
insecurity. 

This is year 21 for Gorman as director of  the Hunger 
Center, as she joined the University in 2000 after the Hun-

ger Center opened just one year prior. 
“It’s a different level of  food insecurity [in the U.S.] of  

the levels you see in lesser developed countries,” Gorman 
said. “It's still the same situation where kids are not getting 
adequate diets; people don't have enough resources; poverty 
is the huge predictor of  outcomes. So that's what I've been 
doing for like my whole life.”

In her role as director, Gorman develops community 
outreach related to food insecurity throughout the state of  
Rhode Island. Her office runs a Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) hotline, which helps answer 
SNAP-related questions and assist with application process-
es. 

Before the pandemic, much of  the outreach includ-
ed on-site action, where students and Hunger Center staff 
members would set up informational tables where they’d 
help members of  the public answer their SNAP-related 
questions and fill out the complicated paperwork. 

While this is making more of  a comeback now, Gor-
man said their biggest resource during the height of  the 
pandemic was offering the hotline calls. According to Gor-
man, Rhode Island is one of  the more food insecure states 
in New England, so offering these resources is particularly 
important to the community. 

Orianna Carvalho, a behavioral science doctoral stu-
dent, has been working as the Hunger Center’s research 
assistant for approximately a year. In her position, she coor-
dinates the SNAP outreach program by scheduling on-site 
visits, trains outreach workers and helps run the hotline. 

Carvalho said that fielding the hotline calls is a highlight 
of  her position. She said she took many calls the day before 
Thanksgiving, and it was rewarding to listen to the people 
tell their stories to her and get their questions answered, too. 

She also works closely alongside Gorman in her work 
at the Hunger Center and has taken her classes in previous 
semesters. 

“No really teaches these things from the perspective 
that she teaches,” Carvalho said. “What is often understated 
in diversity and inclusion is differing abilities and differing 
socioeconomic statuses as well, just different income levels, 
and I think that's one of  the things that makes what she and 
the Hunger Center have to offer so unique.” 

In addition to running the Hunger Center, Gorman 
also oversees the hunger studies minor that URI offers. Gor-
man wears multiple hats: researcher, professor and director, 
but her primary appointment is to the director position. She 
teaches PSY 130G: The Problem of  Hunger in the U.S. 
each spring. 

“Inevitably, at the end of  the semester, several students 
will say to me, independently, ‘I had no idea about this,’ and 
‘how come I don’t know about this?’” Gorman said. “Where 
would you learn this? This is not something we teach about, 
usually. I always say educate yourself  about any kind of  so-
cial issue; it doesn’t have to be hunger and food insecurity. It 
could be domestic violence or women’s issues or voter issues 
or racial profiling, you see how they’re all connected.” 

Hunger Center Director looks to combat local food insecurity 

Professor Kathleen Gorman runs URI’s Hunger Center and works to 
combat food insecurity throughout the state.

PHOTO CREDIT: Nick Pierson | Contributing Photographer
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Native Iowan adapts to life in Rhody
Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

Between studying as a full-time grad-
uate student at the University of  Rhode 
Island and as the graduate assistant for 
the Office of  Student Involvement, Lucas 
DeWitt said he is dedicated to developing 
mentor-to-student relationships.

Born in Iowa, DeWitt attended col-
lege at the University of  Iowa for a bach-
elor’s degree in communication studies. 

During his time there, he was involved 
in Aspiring Student Affairs Professionals, 
a professional student organization. Ac-
cording to the University of  Iowa’s web-
site, the organization is “driven to unify 
undergraduate students to gain perspec-
tive, knowledge and insight on the higher 
education and student affairs field.” 

At the University of  Iowa, he also 
worked as a teaching assistant and was a 
part of  a student advancement network 
that worked with the University Alumni 
Foundation.

According to DeWitt, his first semes-
ter at URI has been an introduction to 
life outside of  Iowa and has given him 
the chance to get his feet wet in multiple 
organizations. 

“This was a great way of  just really 
learning about a new campus environ-
ment, the different traditions, different 
programs and events that happen on 
campus,” he said. “But I’ve really just en-
joyed being able to learn more about the 
students here on campus. It’s been really 

rewarding and refreshing to see so many 
in-person student events and see the 
amazing programs that student organiza-
tions have been able to plan and put on.”

He said that one of  the factors that 
drew him to URI was the fact that his be-
ing a graduate assistant would cover his 
tuition.

“I get a tuition waiver and then also 
a stipend for doing the work, which is 
really nice and kind of  like, helped me 
figure out like, ‘Oh, yeah, this is gonna 
make it a much easier decision to move 
out east,’” he said.

Although this is what prompted him 
to move nearly 1,300 miles away from his 
home and family, he said it has been the 
campus involvement that has made him 
fall in love with URI.

Outside of  working as a graduate as-
sistant and being in the college student 
personnel program, DeWitt also super-
vises and runs the Student Event Advis-
ing Office and advises the Student Enter-
tainment Committee.

DeWitt said he manages his studies 
and work by taking time off for himself, 
especially now that he is transitioning 
into in-person work again. 

“  I’ve really been intentional about 
boundary setting and making sure that I 
set aside time throughout the week where 
I’m not focusing on anything school-re-
lated, anything work-related,” he said.

During this time off, he said he loves 
to explore Rhode Island; he said this new 

environment is very different 
from his home state.

Maureen McDermott, 
the assistant director of  stu-
dent involvement, works with 
DeWitt directly to advise him 
in his role. She said that al-
though she has only known 
DeWitt since August, she has 
seen how dedicated he is to 
his role. 

Because of  this, she said 
she knows that he is very ca-
pable, and she lets him take 
his own initiative in his po-
sition. She said that she is 
always there to answer ques-
tions he may have when they 
meet regularly, but for the 
most part, DeWitt is one step 
ahead.

“I think that he is ex-
tremely outgoing,” McDer-
mott said. “I just see him in 
the halls, you know, and he 
seems very connected to our students. For 
the ones that come in the office, he knows 
them, he makes a genuine effort to get to 
know the students. Like if  he’ll see you, 
he’ll stay engaged with you, and I think 
the students appreciate that.”

She said that DeWitt is an asset to 
the office because he offers a different 
perspective since he comes from a differ-
ent state. Despite the pressure that comes 
from this role, DeWitt hopes to work at a 

University in the future, as he finds it to 
be a “rewarding” job. 

“I just really passionately love work-
ing with students on campus, I love being 
a part of  the growth and development of  
students, finding ways to help them ad-
vocate for themselves and just figure out 
what it is that they’re passionate about,” 
he said. “It’s always something new when 
I’m coming in, which can be stressful at 
times, but it keeps me on my toes and it’s 
something that I am very grateful for.” 

DECEMBER 2, 2021
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Lucas DeWitt spent much of his life in Iowa as an active member of 
the University of Iowa’s community before moving to Rhode Island. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Nick Pierson | Contributing Photographer 
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WALK & TALK: When does holiday season start?

“The holiday season [should start] right after Thanksgiving is 
over. Too early is anything before Thanksgiving. Maybe the week 
of  Thanksgiving is acceptable but anytime earlier than that is not 
acceptable.” 
-Jack Vieira, Class of  2025

“After Halloween, it’s Christmas. I literally 
played ‘All I Want for Christmas is You’ by Ma-
riah Carey when it was Nov. 1. I work at Target 
and I’m also a Starbucks barista, so it’s easy to 
get in the spirit when you see all the red aprons 
and I just love it.” 
- Danica Kate Ramos, Class of  2022

“I guess I do celebrate Christmas. I give gifts 
and stuff. I feel like the best time to celebrate is 

the month of  December.” - Wandy Henrriquez, 
URI Student

“I don’t really think about 
[Christmas] until at least November. 
Thanksgiving is a great reminder 
and then after Thanksgiving, we 
put up our tree and then between 
Thanksgiving and Christmas is the 
exciting phase. Before Halloween 
when you go into stores and they 
have Christmas stuff? No, that’s 
too early.” - Dilara Centiner, URI 
Student

“I start thinking 
about [Christmas] 
in October, but, like, I don’t officially start celebrating until the day 
after Thanksgiving. That’s when my family puts up our tree and 
then I feel like no one can judge me for listening to Christmas music.” 
-Anthony Soares, Class of  2025

“I think you can never celebrate the holidays 
too early. Immediately after Halloween, I 

celebrate Christmas. I have a whole playlist 
down with some Mariah Carey, some Mi-
chael Bublé. My favorite Christmas song is 

‘Last Christmas’ by Wham!. I literally love 
that song.” 

- Phoebe Mack, Class of  2023

“The first holiday movie I watch is ‘Elf.’” 
-Daniel D’Augelli, URI Student

“My parents are pretty religious and they start putting 
Christmas trees and stuff up as soon as Halloween ends. 

Because I emigrated from another country so now we cele-
brate Thanksgiving. That’s a thing in my house now, but 
we usually didn’t [celebrate Thanksgiving].I like ‘I want 

a Hippopotamus for Christmas’ and people hate it when I 
play it. It’s my favorite Christmas song.” 

- Genesis Lopez, URI Student



Finally, a good, relatable show set in college
‘The Sex Live of College Girls’ fills gap in subgenre
Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

When I started HBO Max’s “The Sex Lives of  Col-
lege Girls,” I was cautiously excited. As a college senior, 
I’ve been waiting far too long for a good television show 
that takes place in college, and, thankfully, this deliv-
ered.

The comedy-drama, set at the fictional Essex Col-
lege in Vermont, dropped its first two episodes on Nov. 
18, followed by another three on Nov. 25. Three more 
will be released today, and I simply cannot wait to watch 
them. 

From the brilliant comedic mind of  Mindy Kaling, 
“College Girls” focuses on four female freshman room-
mates and their adjustment to college life. There’s Kim-
berly (Pauline Chalamet, and yes, she’s the older sister of  
Timothée), a work-study student from a small, predomi-
nantly white town in Arizona. Bela (Amrit Kaur), an In-
dian-American student with aspirations to be a comedy 
writer. Leighton (Reneé Rapp), a wealthy, legacy student 
and a closeted lesbian. Whitney (Alyah Chanelle Scott), 
the final roommate, is the new star soccer player, whose 
mother is a highly-respected senator, though her affair 
with her assistant soccer coach is bound to complicate 
things.

I can wholeheartedly, and almost shockingly, say 
that I love all of  these girls. There’s something so real 
and well-developed about each of  them, which is an ad-
mirable feat when each episode (outside of  the longer 
pilot) is about 27 minutes long. Usually, with a show like 
this, there’s one or two of  the main characters that I just 
can’t stand. With “Gossip Girl” (2007), it was Chuck, 
and its recent reboot’s characters were so frustrating 
that I couldn’t get past episode two. In “One Tree Hill,” 
Lucas and Peyton felt like my enemies. “Euphoria” has a 
clear villain in Nate, and Kat and Maddy tend to test my 
nerves. These shows are also all set in high school––at 
least until they graduate in later seasons and then the 
show will turn to time jumps or dropouts–– anything to 
avoid accurately portraying their college years.

“College Girls” isn’t the first TV show to be set en-
tirely in college; it’s just one of  the few I’ve really en-
joyed. Netflix’s “Dear White People” pales in compari-
son to the film of  the same name. Similarly, “Grown-ish” 
had potential, but Zoey (Yara Shahidi) was far more lik-
able on “Black-ish.” “A Different World” is iconic, but 
it’s set in the late 1980s/early 1990s, so it loses some of  

that relatability factor to my own college experience that 
I’ve been craving.

On the other hand, I feel as though we’re inundat-
ed with high school dramas that are often even more 
mediocre, with characters that never really look or feel 
as though they’re in high school. if  they’re even shown 
in this setting. Instead, these 16-year-olds are shown as 
more likely to be seen frequenting bars and house par-
ties and pursuing inappropriate relationships, so why set 
it in high school anyway?

“Euphoria” particularly has been criticized for this. 
It’s an incredibly adult show on the surface, with gratu-
itous nudity and themes of  addiction, abuse and assault, 
yet all of  the main characters are 17 or 18 and played by 
actors in their early-to-mid 20s. And I’m not even going 
to touch on “Riverdale,” which also took the time jump 
route last season, because I wouldn’t even know where 
to start.

In a tweet with 363,000 likes, user leebyyy asked, 
“Why couldn’t euphoria be about college students in-
stead of  high schoolers?” which they followed with, “Eu-
phoria being centered around highschoolers just creates 
a weird feeling when you’re watching the show. You’re 
either fully aware that they’re highschoolers and don’t 
care or you’re hesitantly watching every moment of  the 

show questioning the ethics of  being shown to you.”
This can be also said for shows like “Pretty Little 

Liars,” which asks you to root for the relationship be-
tween a 15-year-old girl and her teacher from the pilot 
episode through the finale. While Whitney’s relationship 
with her married coach in “College Girls” makes me 
uncomfortable at times, it doesn’t feel as disgusting or 
immoral to watch as Aria and Ezra’s. 

I wouldn’t mind the oversaturation of  high school 
shows if  they didn’t insist on being so adult and there 
wasn’t such a lack of  good shows set in college.

“The Sex Lives of  College Girls” is funny, realistic, 
grounded and refreshing, with relatable, diverse charac-
ters you want to root for. Two of  the four roommates are 
women of  color, there are two lesbians in the main cast 
and multiple in the recurring, a minor nonbinary char-
acter and there’s even a Black girl in a wheelchair who 
owns her sexuality. On top of  that, it doesn’t feel like 
they’re just there for diversity’s sake; it feels like what a 
college campus is and should be. 

With the final two episodes set to be released on 
Dec. 9, I’m already practically begging for its renewal, 
and hopefully, its success (it holds a strong 95 percent 
on Rotten Tomatoes’ Tomatometer) will inspire more 
shows like it.
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New HBO Max show from the mind of Mindy Kaling focuses on female freshmen roommates and their adjustment to college life.
PHOTO CREDIT: ign.com

ENTERTAINMENT

Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

There’s been a murder on the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island campus, well that is 
on stage at the Robert E. Will Theatre. 

URI Theatre opens their production 
of  “Clue: On Stage” tonight, a play based 
on the famous Hasbro board game and 
the 1985 cult classic film it inspired. The 
play will run performances on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday nights at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. through Dec. 
12.

In this comedic murder mystery with 
an eclestic cast of  characters, six guests 
are invited to a peculiar dinner party at 
a mansion. Soon enough, chaos erupts 
and the host, Mr. Boddy, is found dead. 
The show is full of  surprises which will 
leave the audience wondering who the 
real killer is. The cast of  suspects fea-
tures the well-known characters from the 
game––Mrs. Peacock, Mrs. White, Pro-
fessor Plum, Mr. Green, Miss Scarlet and 
Colonel Mustard––as well as a few new 
ones, such as the butler Wadsworth and 
the maid Yvette. 

“It’s a story with a lot of  twists and 

turns and stuff that you are not expect-
ing,” sophomore Liam Roberts said. “It’s 
one hell of  a ride.” 

Roberts will be playing the role of  

Wadsworth, who he described as a host of  
sorts.

“He’s not only hosting the guests, he’s 
hosting the audience as well,” Roberts 
said. 

The 1985 film became known for its 
black humor, and the play has embodied 
that style as well. 

“I would say every line is a joke and 
you have to really pay attention to catch 
them all because everything is so beauti-
fully written,” Sydney Davey, a junior who 

will be playing Miss Scarlet said. 
The actors will not have to wear masks 

while on stage, which the performers said 
will create an even better relationship be-
tween the audience and the cast. 

“This is a hysterical show and I think 
it's something that the audience are really 
going to enjoy,” Roberts added. 

One of  the highlights of  working on 
the show for both cast members was work-
ing with director Don Mays. 

Mays is an experienced actor, writer, 
filmmaker and director who worked with 
URI for his first time in directing this pro-
duction. 

“He does a lot of  [acting] exercises, 
he really wants us to get into our bodies 
to embody these characters,” Davey said. 

According to Roberts, he has a very 
“hands on and personable approach.”

With a cast of  13, everyone was able 
to get a lot closer both as themselves and 
as their characters. 

“We’ve really come together as a 
group and I’m honored to get to share the 
stage with them,” Roberts said. 

This closeness has fed into the dy-
namics between the characters and their 
banter. Davey said that this makes the 
interactions between the characters and 
their little snide remarks “so funny.”

Head to the Robert E. Will Theatre to 
see the show live, find out whodunit and 
feel as though you’re a part of  this classic 
murder mystery. To purchase tickets, visit 
URI Theatre’s website or the Box Office 
located in the Fine Arts Center. 

Find out whodunit at ‘Clue: On Stage’

URI Theatre opens its doors for new play, “Clue: On Stage” PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Jesse Dufault



Gamm Theatre presents an 
interactive spin on a classic 
holiday story this season

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

The stage of  The Gamm Theatre in Warwick has 
been transformed into the fictional WGAM radio station 
studio for performances of  “It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live 
Radio Play.”

The production opened on Nov. 26 and will run 
through Christmas Eve. The moment you enter the the-
atre, you’re no longer a typical audience member, but a 
part of  the show as the “studio audience.” The actors are 
so convincing, playing characters set in the mid-20th cen-
tury even when they’re using their own names, that it’s 
easy to believe that the show is actually being broadcast 
live across New England.

With Christmas carol sing-alongs, the Gamm gets the 
audience members involved before the play even begins. 
Announcer, music director and the voice of  little Zuzu 
Bailey, University of  Rhode Island alumna Emily Turtle 
’18, encourages everyone to laugh, cry and applaud to 
their heart’s desire. The set even had “applause” signs that 
would light up when appropriate to add to the atmosphere.

“It’s A Wonderful Life” is one of  the most popular 
holiday narratives, but it’s not just the story that makes 
this production such a joy. The format of  a live radio play 
allows attendees to appreciate the technical work that goes 
into making a theatrical production. 

The cast is onstage the entire time, active even when 
they’re not speaking into the vintage microphones, sitting 
on the couch, flipping the pages of  their scripts and sip-
ping water, sometimes reacting to the story as if  they’ve 
never heard it before. Along with the cast is the foley artist, 
DJ Potter. Potter is on stage creating any and all sound 
effects live, from the sound of  characters’ walking to the 
breaking of  glass. The actors don’t have props and, by the 
nature of  radio, the focus is more on the auditory experi-
ence. Yet, you never feel like you’re missing something due 
to the commitment from everyone onstage. Stage manag-

er Robin Grady is also visible in the booth and Turtle plays 
the piano throughout, creating both diegetic music and 
providing underscoring.

The actors also showed great range and versatility 
through their voice work. Gamm Artistic Director and 
URI acting instructor Tony Estrella is the only of  the sev-
en actors who voices only one character, but his journey 
from 12-year-old George Bailey to a man going through 
an emotional breakdown is just as impressive as the work 
of  everyone else. Jeff Church, also an acting instructor at 
URI, shifts effortlessly between the suave Harry Bailey, his 
more nasally, nerdy characters and the mobster-sounding 
abrasive bar owner. 

It might sound strange on paper to know that Lynsey 
Ford plays both George’s mother and love interest, but she 
embodies them both so well, that even when she’s playing 
them with back-to-back dialogue, it is never off putting. 
Richard Noble shows his years of  experience as the (liter-
ally) heavenly narrator and Uncle Billy Bailey among oth-
ers, while Helena Tafuri hilariously can go from seductive 
Violet to young Janie Bailey. Turtle, along with her mu-
sical talents, delivers a performance as baby Zuzu Bailey 
so effectively, it’s hard to believe that there’s not a toddler 
prerecording her lines. 

Perhaps the most impressive shifts come from Fred 
Sullivan Jr., who is equally convincing as naive sec-
ond-class angel Clarence and manipulative businessman 
Henry F. Potter. He has you end up rooting for Clarence 
to earn his wings as much as you root against Potter and 
his pesky schemes.

However, the most heartwarming moments arguably 
don’t even come from the lines of  the script. Before the 
show began, audience members had the option to address 
“instant messages” to whoever they pleased, which were 
then read out at “commercial breaks.”

If  you’re looking for a way to escape the winter chills 
and embrace the holiday spirit, The Gamm Theatre is the 
perfect place to go. For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit gammtheatre.org.
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Students featured 
in Amazon Prime 
Video series
Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Is-
land was recently featured on the 
second season of  the Amazon 
Prime show, “The College Tour,” 
a show by Emmy Award-winning 
producers of  “Survivor” and 
“The Amazing Race,” which 
showcases college campuses 
across the country and the cul-
ture of  the schools.

“The College Tour,” which is 
hosted by “The Amazing Race” 
season two winner Alex Boylan, 
released its second season on Am-
azon Prime Video on Nov. 8, fo-
cusing on nine different schools, 
with URI being one of  them.

The episode featured a wide 
variety of  URI students, such as 
senior Joel Roache, who is a me-
chanical engineering major from 
Warwick, Rhode Island. Roache 
believes that he was approached 
due to the fact that he is also very 
involved in the URI community 
as an orientation leader.

“We met with the produc-
ers on a Zoom call and they ex-
plained the scope of  the work 
that we would be doing so I was 
like ‘okay that sounds pretty 
cool,’” he said.

Roache said that the show 
did a good job of  making him 
feel comfortable, as the produc-
ers were professional and had a 
lot of  experience. 

Kate Dubois, a senior in the 
Chinese Flagship Program and 
the Chinese Language Fellow-
ship Program, said she was ap-
proached by someone on campus 
to be featured, though she can’t 
remember who specifically.

“I thought it was great be-
cause I love URI and I’m very 
thankful for everything I’ve been 
able to gain from the experience, 
so I was happy to participate,” 
Dubois said.

According to Dubois, they 
had meetings with producers pri-
or to filming in which they went 
over technical details on things 
they should do to prepare to film. 

She added that she thought 
the producers did a great job in 
letting her say what she want-
ed to say about the campus and 

representing students from other 
programs on campus, of  which 
she was not as familiar with.

Alana Parrott, a senior the-
atre major, was also featured as a 
result of  her time as a tour guide. 
She said she was asked by Erin 
Earle, director of  Campus Visit 
Experience. 

“It was really cool,” Parrot 
said. “I felt very taken care of  
because of  David Howard [chair 
of  the theatre department]. He 
made sure that everything was 
taken care of  in between shots, he 
fixed my dress and everything.”

All three students said that 
during pre-production, they 
wrote a script of  sorts that helped 
them explain why they loved 
the school and what it offers for 
people on campus. Filming took 
place in the morning during the 
student orientations over the 
summer.

Pre-production took roughly 
a month, according to Roache, 
as students revised their scripts. 
While not everyone in the cast 
initially knew each other, they did 
meet over Zoom and had a watch 
party when the show premiered.

All three agreed that it was 
a great opportunity for them to 
represent the URI community.

“I just feel very honored that 
I get to showcase the theatre de-
partment, me, myself  and all the 
work I have put in over [my] four 
years,” Parrot said. 

Parrott added that being on 
camera and all of  the pre-pro-
duction experience can be used 
towards her resume, which was 
another thing from the opportu-
nity that she liked.

They also hope that this will 
help incoming freshmen choose 
URI as their university.

“I hope that this video allows 
people who are thinking about 
coming to URI sort of  an inside 
look into the opportunities that 
await them if  they come and at-
tend here,” Parrot said.

“The College Tour” is now 
available for streaming on Am-
azon Prime Video, with each 
segment available on the show’s 
website.

ENTERTAINMENT

“It’s A Wonderful Life: A Live Radio Play” gets Gamm Theatre audience members into the Christmas spirit. 
PHOTO CREDIT: gammtheatre.org

PHOTO CREDIT:PHOTO CREDIT:  amazon.comamazon.com
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New softball coach takes swing at changing culture 
Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

A new era has officially be-
gun for the University of  Rhode 
Island Softball team. 

This past July, Whitney 
Goldstein was hired to become 
the program’s next head softball 
coach. 

Goldstein was welcomed to 
Kingston after a strong run at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
(WPI). During her eight seasons 
as the team’s head coach, she 
won four regular season titles, 
two conference championships, 
made three NCAA Regional 
appearances and two Super Re-
gionals. She also achieved a No. 
1 ranking in New England and 
No. 11 ranking in the nation in 
2016 and won the ECAC Re-
gional Coach of  the Year as well 
as two conference Coach Of  the 
Year awards.

Prior to her time at WPI, 
she also coached at Amherst 
College and was the Director of  
Softball Operations at her alma 
mater, UMass Amherst. She 
had a successful playing career 
with the Minutewomen, earning 
All-American honors her fresh-
man season, going on to win four 
Atlantic 10 titles and making the 
NCAA Tournament in all four 
seasons with the team. 

For Goldstein, the oppor-
tunity to lead the URI softball 
team has been something that 
she has always dreamed of. 

“When I started coaching, 
I always wanted to end up at a 
Division I program,” Goldstein 
said. “I saw an opportunity at 
a Division I program in Rhode 
Island to stay close to home and 
bring in a winning culture, and I 
am really excited to do that.”

Wherever Goldstein has 
gone, success has followed. She 
currently holds a coaching re-
cord of  230-90 (.718) over her 
career and hopes to inject that 
winning culture in Kingston this 
spring and for years to come. 

But for now, she is focused 
on developing the roster she has 
inherited. 

“I think it is important to 
bring your own players in, which 
I have done, but I feel it is almost 
more important to take care of  
the players you have,” Goldstein 
said. “Everyone on the team is 
important and should be made 
to feel that way.”

In addition to her emphasis 
on the players, Goldstein be-
lieves in hard work and a desire 
to get better each day and has 
instilled this philosophy in her 
Rhody players this fall.

“I have definitely pushed 

them, but they have done an 
excellent job so far,” Goldstein 
said. “Our program isn’t going 
to change in one day, but I love 
how hard they have worked.”

The addition of  Goldstein is 
a welcoming sign for one of  her 
players. Senior Ari Castillo feels 
the new culture Goldstein has 
brought can bring a lot of  suc-
cess to the program.

“She knows what it takes to 
win, and we all trust her when 
she tells us to do things because 
we know it will pay off,” Castillo 
said. “I think she’s going to do 
great things for URI softball.”

After practicing and playing 
together during fall-ball play in 
September and October, Gold-
stein and the Rams will officially 
take the field for the 2022 regu-
lar season this spring.

“This offseason has been the 
best one I’ve had here,” Castillo 
said. “I am excited to see what 
we can do this year.”

In her first season, Goldstein 
believes success will be less about 
wins and losses and more about 
how much her players improve 
everyday. 

“It is all about the process,” 
Goldstein said. “I don’t care 
about wins and losses as long as 
we grow as a team each and ev-
ery day.”

Equestrian rides undefeated start to fall season 
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

Like many other teams last season, the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island Club Equestrian team 
had to sit patiently and wait as the COVID-19 
pandemic wiped out all competitions last year; 
few were able to bounce back the way URI did, 
however.

Competing for the first time in nearly 18 
months, Rhody not only finished the Fall 2021 
season undefeated, but they were the best Zone 
1 Region 1 team by 24 points.

The team’s success to this point has been 
a testament of  their passion for the sport and 
each other, according to Head Coach Wendy 
Brayman.

“The most important part going into this 
season is that we have a group of  girls that are 
passionate about the team as a whole,” Bray-
man said. “I think putting that all together has 
made us a real team.”

The team was able to go on this run even 
without as much experience. Because of  the 
circumstances last season, URI had many more 
“first-year” riders than usual, a rarity in the 
sport.

“This year we had two years of  first-years,” 
Brayman said. “It’s a big jump for these kids to 
be able to just get on any random horse and go 
do what they’re supposed to do.”

The league the team participates in, the In-
tercollegiate Horse Show Association (IHSA) 
also saw some major changes during this sea-
son, becoming smaller overall. The University 
of  Massachusetts Dartmouth and Becker Col-
lege were among teams that did not return this 
year, while Brown University––formerly Divi-
sion II––transitioned into a club team. 

This fall, URI participated in three total 
shows, including their home show on Nov. 13. 
Hosted at Hunter Ridge, their home barn in 

Ashaway, the event brings in teams from all over 
the region for one big competition. 

The home show also provided an opportuni-
ty for the team to showcase as many of  their rid-
ers as possible. Being one of  the biggest teams 
in the region, team president Lydia Maskell be-
lieved this show was a great opportunity for ev-
eryone to showcase their skills. 

“It’s very nice to see everyone get that op-
portunity,” Maskell said. “It’s nice to see the 
team work together and really bring the compe-
tition together for the region.”

One of  the school’s biggest competitors in 
recent years has been Roger Williams Univer-
sity, with Coach Brayman describing them as a 
“very strong” team. Both Brown and Johnson 
and Wales University have also had good show-
ings against Rhody this season.

In the spring, URI has at least two more 
matches scheduled, with sights on becoming 
Zone 1 Region 1 champions. Having finished at 
the top of  their region for the last five seasons, 
the team hopes to remain undefeated on their 
way to another championship.

“Our biggest focus is to stay competitive 
and stay working hard,” Brayman said. “Ev-
erybody’s going to be more competitive in the 
spring.”

This upcoming season will be the last for 
Maskell, who is set to graduate in the spring. 
While she has many fond memories of  the team, 
she said she’ll miss seeing her teammates the 
most.

“It’s very rewarding to see the different rid-
ers improve their skills and their knowledge,” 
she said. “I think my favorite memory so far has 
been the friendships I’ve made on this team.”

Maskell hopes to end her time with the URI 
equestrian team on a high note as her squad 
looks to capture their sixth straight region title 
this spring.

After a successful eight-year run at WPI, Goldstein hopes to do the same with the URI 
softball team. PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Whitney Goldstein 

In a quest for their sixth straight region title this spring, the equestrian team 
finished the fall portion of their schedule undefeated. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer 



Rams take care of business 
against Georgia State, Harvard 
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URI, Vermont share 
Harold Anderson 
Invitational title 

Steve Calise | Contributing Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s Swimming and Diving 
team tied for first with the University of  Vermont at the Harold Ander-
son Invitational late last month. 

University of  Vermont, Providence College, University of  Maine, 
Holy Cross, Binghamton University and Roger Williams University 
competed at the three-day meet alongside URI. 

The first day of  the meet was highlighted by a stellar performance 
from junior diver Marta Baumann, who scored 283.35 points in her six 
attempts on the 1-meter dive. This not only gave her the first place vic-
tory by 2.75 points over Binghamton’s Amanda McGraw, but it also set 
a new program record, beating the previous record of  282.075 points 
set by Maria Smirnov in 2017. 

Almost half  of  the Ram’s points on Day 1 came from the 200-yard 
freestyle and the 400-yard medley races. The 200-yard freestyle team 
Julia Nevins, Quinn Frost, Mia Bonvissuto and Oswald finished third, 
while the team of  Camryn Kreuscher, Grace Kennedy, Michaela De-
gnan and Julia Renna weren’t far behind in fourth place, bringing in a 
total 62 points.

Much of  the same happened for the 400-yard medley teams. Com-
ing in third for the Rams was Degnan, Brooke Kelley, Jackie Triglia 
and Jordynn Brown, scoring 32 points. The medley team consisting 
of  Renna, Nevins, Jenna Salem and Bonvissuto finished in fifth place, 
collecting 28 points.

 On day two, Baumann broke another record in the 3-meter with a 
score of  255.85. This surpassed the previous meet record of  255.30 set 
by Katy Evans in 2019. 

A strong performance by the Rams in the 400-yard individual 
medley also helped them expand their lead. Maddie Tetreault, Aimee 
Garcia and Emma Lee placed in the top four spots in this event. Te-
treault won the event, clocking in at 4:30.10. Garcia finished third, and 
Lee finished fourth. This combined effort would collect a total of  51 
points for the team.

Rounding off the day with a 58-point performance for the Rams 
would be the 200-yard medley relay team of  Degnan, Kelley, Triglia 
and Frost coming in fourth, collecting 30 points. Followed by the team 
of  Renna, Salem, Nevins and Kennedy finishing fifth and bringing in 
28 points.

Heading into the final day of  competition, the Rams held a 
17-point lead over Vermont. 

Unfortunately, Rhode Island found themselves trailing by 14 points 
with three events remaining. Freshman Kelsey McMenemy kept the 
Rams in the fight after winning the 200-yard backstroke and setting a 
meet record with a time of  2:01.28. Degnan also finished third in the 
event. 

“The team did fantastic,” senior swimmer Kristin Johnson said. 
“Everyone stepped up and everyone did their part and competed really 
well.”

Head Coach Lili Deering also had praise for the team’s perfor-
mance. 

“The girls never backed down, they swam every single race with 
their full heart, energy and effort.”

The team will enjoy the holidays off before returning to the pool for 
a home meet on Jan. 14 against the University of  Connecticut. 

 “UConn’s going to be a battle,” Deering said. “They’re a really 
good, competitive program, but those are the types of  things that we 
need to have in our meet schedule to make this program better and to 
challenge the girls to race against some really competitive kids.”

SPORTS

Swimming and Diving continued their great start to the season with a tie for the 
Harold Anderson Invitational late last month. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer 

Paige Messier | Contributing Reporter

After a disappointing trip in the state of  Flor-
ida in mid-November where the Rams only came 
away with one victory in three games, they returned 
to their winning ways this past week with victories 
against Georgia State University and Harvard Uni-
versity. 

First up, the Rams took on a short-handed 
Georgia State team last Saturday afternoon. Due to 
COVID-19 protocols, Georgia State only had seven 
scholarship players available for the game. 

Playing inspired basketball, the visitors kept the 
game close to start off, maintaining a 41-35 deficit 
at the half. But the Rams would step on the gas in 
the second half  and get some help from beyond the 
arc. Thanks to 10 second-half  3-pointers and stifling 
defense that kept Georgia State to just 13.6 percent 
shooting in the second half, the Rams came away 
with a blowout 94-59 win. 

“Coming off that road losing two out of  three, 
we needed that,” Rhode Island Men’s Basketball 
Coach David Cox said. “We needed that for our 
general team confidence to be honest with you. We 
needed some guys to see the basketball go in the 
hole, and we needed to play that way both defensive-
ly and offensively.” 

The backcourt duo of  Jeremy Sheppard and 
Ishmael Leggett led the way for the Rams with a 
combined 41 points. Sophomore Mahki Mitchell 
also put together a solid performance, recording his 
second double-double of  the season with 10 points 
and 12 rebounds. 

The large margin also gave Cox the opportunity 
to empty his bench. Ileri Ayo-Faleye, Tres Berry and 
Parnell Pierre saw extended minutes on Saturday. 
After the game, Sheppard praised Berry who has 

been battling different injuries since he arrived on 
campus last year.  

“He’s been putting in a lot of  work,” said Shep-
pard about Berry. “He’s been wanting to get back 
out here—we want him back out here—so to see 
him go out there and be aggressive was really amaz-
ing to see.”

On Wednesday, the team traveled 90 minutes 
north to take on Harvard University at the historic 
Lavietes Pavilion.  

Though the two teams battled it out in the early 
minutes, the Rams would eventually separate them-
selves late in the first half  thanks to a 10-2 run to go 
up 28-17. That lead grew to 38-22 at the half. 

After the break, the Rams picked up where they 
left off, stretching their lead to as much as 48-27 with 
15:07 left in the second half. Harvard climbed back 
into the game thanks to a 15-0 run to make it 51-47 
with just over eight minutes to play. 

Fortunately for the Rams, the hosts ran out of  
gas down the stretch, and they were able to come 
away with a 64-57 victory. 

Up next for the Rams is the game that many in 
the state of  Rhode Island have been waiting nearly 
two years for: the return of  the Providence College 
and URI rivalry. Cox is confident in his team head-
ing into Saturday’s matchup. 

“I think we are at a good place right now as a 
team,” Cox said. “I think we are a confident group. 
It’s a big-time game, big-time rivalry, big-time for 
the state. We missed this game last year. We’ll be at 
the [Dunkin’ Donuts Center], they’ll have the home 
crowd and the advantage, but we look forward to the 
fight.” 

Tip off is scheduled for 2 p.m., and the game can 
be seen on the CBS Sports Network. 

Ishmael Leggett goes up for a layup on Georgia’s State Kane Williams in Saturday’s 94-59 win. 
PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com
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Rivalry Renewed: URI-PC game back after year-long hiatus
Tori Frank | Contributing Reporter
Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

Come 2 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 4, the clock will strike 
and the moment that many basketball fans in the state of  
Rhode Island have waited 729 days for will have begun. 

After an unprecedented pause in the 101-year-old series 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and scheduling conflicts, the 
University of  Rhode Island Rams and the Providence Col-
lege Friars Men’s Basketball teams will duke it out on the court 
once again for in-state bragging rights. 

This rivalry game is usually the most anticipated on the 
Rams schedule, and this year, there is added excitement con-
sidering the drama that unfolded last year when the game was 
cancelled. 

While Rams Head Coach David Cox expressed his desire 
to play the game for the sake of  his players and the school’s 
fanbases, Providence College Head Coach Ed Cooley was ad-
amant that the game wasn’t worth jeopardizing conference 
games that had additional importance due to the pandemic. 

A lot has changed since these teams last met two years 
ago, including the players on each roster. Because of  the break 
in the series last year, most players will get their introduction to 
the rivalry on Saturday. Between the two teams, Providence’s 
Nate Watson and A.J. Reeves are the only ones to have logged 
minutes in the game.

Rhody has had their share of  success against the Friars 
over the past few years, winning two of  the last three match-
ups, but that success hasn’t translated into victories on the 
road. Rhode Island is winless in their last eight trips up I-95 
with their last victory happening in 2002.

 Saturday won’t be any easier considering that Cooley has 
only lost five times at home in non-conference play since he 
became the leading man at Providence in 2011. 

The two teams find themselves in similar positions head-
ing into this year’s matchup. Sitting at 6-2, the Rams have 
enjoyed a balanced, efficient attack on the offensive end this 
season. Seven players are currently averaging at least eight 
points per game. 

On the defensive end, the interior presence of  both Mah-
ki Mitchell and Mahkel Mitchell has helped Rhody keep op-
ponents at bay. They have held their opponents to 36 percent 

Women’s hoops suffers first loss after program’s best start
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Wom-
en’s Basketball team found themselves in 
the loss column for the first time this season 
Sunday, closing out their road trip to Vir-
ginia and going 1-1 in the Cavalier Classic.

The Rams won Friday’s matchup 80-
70 against the University of  Virginia be-
fore falling 64-52 on Sunday to undefeated 
Long Beach State University, bringing their 
record to 7-1 on the season.

 The first of  the two matchups 
marked a homecoming for Rams’ Head 
Coach Tammi Reiss, who spent her college 
days at Virginia from 1989-1992. 

“It’s always good to come home where 
you’ve had the best memories of  your life,” 
she said. “And it’s always good to get a win 
against your alma mater.”

URI started their weekend with a 
strong win against Virginia to mark the 
program’s first-ever 7-0 start. It was a close 
battle in the first half, with the Cavaliers 
holding a one-point lead going into the 
locker room. 

Rhody was able to change the pace in 
the second half, exploding out front in the 
third quarter and never looking back on 
their way to a 80-70 win. Graduate Dez El-
more led the way, finishing the day with a 
season-high 22 points on 7-for-12 shooting. 

Elmore had eight of  URI’s 35 points 
from the free-throw line — a program re-
cord. The Rams also had four total players 
finish with double-digit scoring figures.

“We didn’t play our best [Friday], but 
we had a really good second half,” Reiss 
said. “We made some adjustments, and we 
executed really well.”

Unlike the second half  against Vir-
ginia, Sunday’s game against Long Beach 
State started out sloppy for the Rams. 
Rhody started with the game down 5-0, 
while turning the ball over eight times in 
the first quarter. 

Rhode Island’s offense came back 
alive in the second quarter. Going back to 
the 3:18 mark in the first, they scored 17 
straight points and took the lead for the re-
mainder of  the half, going into the locker 
room up 31-23. The Rams were also dom-
inant in the paint, outrebounding Long 
Beach State 21-8.

Similar to URI in their previous game 
against Virginia, Long Beach State took 
control in the second half. Despite not 
making any 3-pointers through two quar-
ters, Long Beach State quickly racked up 
two in quick succession. A 17-0 run by 
Long Beach State allowed them to pull 
away, as the Rams were outscored in the 
third quarter 25-5. 

Despite a more competitive fourth 
quarter, the Rams ran out of  time to get 
back in the game. Rhody finished with 29 
turnovers in a 64-52 loss, something that 
Coach Reiss knows her team has to clean 
up moving forward.

“Poise is the key, and we were not 
poised whatsoever,” Reiss said. “They out-
played us; they out-executed us — especial-

ly defensively.” 
Redshirt junior Emmanuelle Tah-

ane finished as URI’s leading scorer with 
18 points, while also recording seven re-
bounds. Elmore picked up seven points and 
eight rebounds in the loss.

With their first loss behind them, 
Coach Reiss believes that her team has 
an opportunity to “regroup and refocus” 
heading into December.

“We haven’t really done anything yet, 
so I’m not sure what exactly we’re feeling 
so good about,” she said. “A loss always 
smacks you in the face.”

Looking ahead, Rhody has two games 
remaining on their road trip before return-
ing home on Dec. 8. The team will have to 
refocus on their core qualities if  they want 
to get back on track, according to Reiss.

“We have to regroup, and we have to 
show up ready to battle,” she said. “That 
starts in practice.”

The Rams travel to face Holy Cross at 
6 p.m. tonight before closing out their road 
trip against Buffalo on Sunday at 1 p.m. 
Both games can be streamed on the ESPN 
family of  networks. 

A strong third quarter from Long Beach State led to the end of URI’s seven-game winning streak. 
PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com

After a one-year hiatus, URI and Providence College will battle for in-state bragging rights this Saturday in Providence. After a one-year hiatus, URI and Providence College will battle for in-state bragging rights this Saturday in Providence. 
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shooting from the floor and 7.2 blocks per game. 
For the Friars, it has been their experience that has 

helped them to a 7-1 start this season. Boasting six seniors or 
graduate students on the roster, Providence hasn’t had much 
trouble putting leadership on the floor, and it’s already paid 
dividends for them. 

They hold key victories against the University of  Wis-
consin, Texas Tech University and Northwestern University. 
Their lone loss of  the season came on Nov. 23 to the Uni-
versity of  Virginia where they were held to 40 points in the 
championship game of  the Legends Classic.

Graduate student Watson has been the focal point of  
their offense, operating mostly around the basket, while Noah 
Horchler, Al Durham and Reeves do the majority of  their 
work around the perimeter.

For both teams, Saturday’s game is important, asides 

from having in-state bragging rights. A win for Rhode Island 
would be the first time that the Rams have won three of  four 
matchups against the Friars since 2002-2005. A win would 
also be huge for a potential NCAA Tournament resume 
come March. For Providence, they hope to avenge their 75-
61 loss inside the Ryan Center in 2019, and this game is the 
last true test on the Friars’ schedule before they begin confer-
ence play later this month. 

Usually, there aren’t two winners in this game, but there 
will be on Saturday. One team will enjoy the fruits of  their 
unofficial state crown on the court, but basketball fans in the 
state of  Rhode Island will also be rewarded. Once again, 
each fanbase will be able to truly prove who is the best team 
in the state. 

Buckle up! We are in for a treat Saturday afternoon. The 
game can be seen on CBS Sports Network. 


