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Plans for Health 
Services, Counseling 
Center building 
resume
Adam Zangari | News Editor

The University of  Rhode Island has plans to construct a new build-
ing to house Health Services and the Counseling Center under one roof  
after a multi-year construction delay.

The building is estimated to cost the University around $80 million 
and will be located where the current Health Services parking lot is, 
according to URI President Marc Parlange.

The project was announced by former President David Dooley at 
a URI Student Senate meeting shortly after the opening of  Brookside 
Hall, the newest building on campus. Originally, the construction was 
expected to start during the fall 2020 semester. However, the COVID-19 
pandemic delayed the project significantly, with current plans to start 
construction during the spring 2023 semester.

Katherine Kittredge, the associate director of  Campus Design, is 
overseeing this project and said that the building plans are still in their 
early stages. 

“We have a state entity that everybody goes through, but we have 
to go through a permitting process and send [the design] out to bid,” 
she said. 

According to Kittredge, the building will likely be sent out to bid, 
meaning that local contractors will tell the University how much they 
would want to be paid for the project, in the fall of  2022. 

The building still faces some major roadblocks before construction 
can begin, however, according to Kittredge, the biggest one is replacing 
the current Health Services parking lot and making a new one for the 
building.

“We know that we have to have parking for patients, and they have 
visiting physician specialists who need to come in, ambulance parking 
and also deliveries,” Kittredge said. “That’s a really big challenge for us 
in the future.”

Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

CNN’s Chief  National Correspondent and University 
of  Rhode Island alumnus John King has a message for stu-
dent journalists today: thank you. 

“Younger journalists are coming of  age in a really 
complicated time,” King said. “The challenge for a young 
journalist today is enormous. The need, because of  the 
steepness of  that hill, is also enormous. I say thank you, and 
welcome to the fight and to the business.” 

King, a former reporter for the Good Five Cent Cigar 
during his time at URI, graduated with a bachelor’s in jour-

nalism in 1985 and went on to a career in print journalism 
and television news. An undergraduate internship at the As-
sociated Press led him to a full-time job as a reporter after 
completing his degree. 

After working for the AP for 12 years in Providence, 
Boston and Washington, D.C., King left the AP to pursue 
a new career opportunity at CNN. Now, King has been a 
journalist at CNN for 24 years. Yet, he wasn’t always sure 
this would be the career he’d choose to pursue. 

Upon entering URI, King said he contemplated study-
ing history, studying English, becoming a teacher and going 
to law school. It wasn’t until his 
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Bigger Ideas. Bolder Plans.
URI Foundation increases fundraising goal to $300 
million by 2024
Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

Increasing the University of  Rhode 
Island’s campaign goal from $250 mil-
lion to $300 million was not only a 
decision that required much conversa-
tion and forecasting but also “a leap of  
faith.” 

URI announced its “Big Ideas. 
Bold Plans.” campaign in 2020, setting 
a goal for URI to raise $250 million 
by June 30, 2024. This was the largest 
fundraising campaign by the University 
to date at the time of  its announcement, 
only superseded by its new fundraising 
goal of  $300 million. 

When the campaign went pub-
lic in September 2020, the campaign 
had already raised $175 million in 
leadership stage donations. Currently, 
the campaign has raised $218 million, 
bringing the Foundation approximately 
87 percent of  the way to its initial goal. 
This, in combination with other major 
factors, was a sign to the Foundation 
that they needed to consider increasing 
their goal. 

“We’re raising about $30 million a 
year, so we were going to go past the 
$250 [million], just sort of  with our 
bread and butter,” President of  the URI 
Foundation Lil Breul O’Rourke said. 
“We thought, this is a great moment of  

Sorority returns to campus after eight-year hiatus
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

Eight years after being removed from 
the University of  Rhode Island, national 
sorority Alpha Chi Omega is back on cam-
pus and working to re-establish itself  in the 
Greek Life community. 

According to Alison Burke, the assis-
tant director of  Greek Affairs, the sorority 
on campus was established as part of  the 
national chapter in 1955, and suspended 
for a period of  five years in 2013 for health 
and safety reasons. Members of  the Pan-

hellenic Council, as well as individuals who 
have joined the sorority, don’t know many 
details of  the removal, since none of  those 
members are present anymore. 

One new member of  the sorority, 
freshman Kaelynn Gonda, said that the re-
moval is not something that is talked about 
anymore.

“No one talks about it, so it’s just a 
completely clean, new thing,” Gonda said. 

Maren Drake, the president of  the 
Panhellenic Council, said that the sorori-
ty first wanted to come back in 2020, but 

COVID-19 pushed back their entry onto 
campus. The process to return back to 
campus only started this year.

“As long as they are in good standing 
with the University, any student that’s in-
terested in starting the chapter can come 
in and say they want to start this organiza-
tion,” Drake said.

The process to be recognized as an offi-
cial chapter varies based on the specific or-
ganization, according to Drake. Before she 
became a part of  the Panhellenic Council, 
the members approved welcoming Alpha 

Chi Omega back to campus. After approv-
al, it is up to the chapter to plan and exe-
cute recruiting new members.

Alpha Chi Omega did not participate 
in formal sorority recruitment this year and 
decided to remove themselves from that 
process until all of  the other sororities were 
done with recruitment.

According to Drake, this was so they 
wouldn’t interfere with what was already 
going on, since they did not want to get 
in the way of  the preexisting sororities. 
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The last ‘Endeavor’
Narragansett Dawn to arrive in 2023
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Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

After 45 years of  service, the 
University of  Rhode Island’s Re-
search Vessel Endeavor will soon 
sail off into the sunset, making 
way for a new $125 million re-
search vessel Narragansett Dawn 
to arrive.

Technically owned by the 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF), URI’s Graduate School 
of  Oceanography (GSO) has 
operated Endeavor since her 
arrival in 1976 at the Narra-
gansett Bay Campus. URI re-
ceives funding from the NSF to 
maintain the vessel and oversee 
her day-to-day operations, ac-
cording to GSO professor and 
Associate Dean David Smith. 
This includes regular repairs, as 
well as supporting scientific re-
search from both URI professors 
and other industry professionals 
alike. 

Narragansett Dawn is ten-
tatively scheduled to arrive in 
early 2023 and is currently being 
built in Louisiana alongside two 
other research vessels that will 
be distributed to Oregon State 
University and to the Universi-
ty of  Southern Mississippi. Ac-
cording to Smith, production is 
going well, but Louisiana’s hur-
ricane-prone location has some 
potential to cause delays. 

The new research vessel was 
designed with updated technolo-
gy in an effort to offer more op-
portunities for scientific research. 

“I use the analogy of, if  
you’re still driving around in a 
1976 station wagon, and now you 

go into the auto dealer, and now 
you see ‘oh they got seatbelts and 
all kinds of  stuff,’” Smith said of  
the technological advancements 
Narragansett Dawn will be fit-
ted with. “But in some ways, the 
ship will do the same thing and 
will support the same type of  re-
search.” 

Chris Armanetti, the master 
of  Endeavor since March 2020, 
is looking forward to the updat-
ed technology and offerings the 
incoming Narragansett Dawn 
will offer. Specifically, he is most 
looking forward to the updated 
dynamic positioning technolo-
gy which will allow the vessel to 
maintain a position and stay rel-
atively stationary when needed. 

“For me, as a shiphandler, 
the biggest change is going to be 
the dynamic positioning,” Arma-
netti said. “Most research vessels 
have that, and we do not, and 
we’re still doing our best to keep 
up with what these newer ships 
can do. It’s going to allow us to 
do different kinds of  work that 
we haven’t really been able to do 
with the Endeavor.” 

To prepare for the arrival of  
Narragansett Dawn, URI will 
rebuild its pier at the Bay Cam-
pus, which Smith estimates to 
currently be between 60 to 70 
years old. This project will cost 
approximately $750,000, ac-
cording to the Office of  Capital 
Project’s website. The mainte-
nance to the pier will begin soon, 
which required the GSO to relo-
cate Endeavor to Quonset Point 
in North Kingstown. 

The new home for the re-
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search vessel will pose new chal-
lenges and adjustments for Ar-
manetti and his crew after being 
so accustomed to their current 
homeport at the Bay Campus. 
According to Armanetti, the Bay 
Campus has been the base of  
operations for Endeavor’s entire 
life. The crew will have to adjust 
to a new dock, routine and gear, 
as well as the security changes 
that come with being based at a 
former-naval port. 

Despite the adjustments the 
crew will have to make over the 
next few years, Narragansett 
Dawn’s arrival and the comple-
tion of  the Bay Campus con-
struction will provide an appro-
priate exit for Endeavor’s legacy. 

“We’re all very proud of  the 
crews that have kept the ship go-
ing, and the people in the marine 
office that have helped support 

the Endeavor,” Tom Glennon, 
director of  GSO marine oper-
ations, said. “Not a lot of  turn-
over. People take a lot of  pride in 
ownership of  the vessel as well.” 

According to Smith, when 
Narragansett Dawn arrives, the 
title of  ownership of  the vessel 
will be transferred to URI from 
the NSF. From there, it is URI’s 
responsibility to find Endeavor a 
new, permanent home. Previous-
ly, Smith said, retired academic 
ships have been moved to places 
like Mexico or the Philippines. 

“We’ll look for somebody 
that would like to extend the life 
of  Endeavor and use her as a re-
search vessel,” Smith said. “That 
would be our first choice. And, 
of  course, the last choice would 
be to sell her for scrap. We don’t 
want to do that, but that may ac-
tually be the best-case scenario.” 

After 45 years, the Endeavor will soon give way to 
a new age as the Narragansett Dawn becomes URI’s new research vessel. 
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pride for the University and an inflection point to say, ‘we’re surprising 
ourselves— look what we think we can do.’” 

While the Foundation completed tests and forecasting to estimate 
their new goal amount, they also decided to take “a bit of  a leap of  
faith,” according to O’Rourke, which is common practice for many 
foundations.

The campaign is oriented through five main pillars, according to 
her: student access, the URI learning experience, transformative facul-
ty leadership, innovative and distinctive programs and strategic oppor-
tunities. 

O’Rourke attributed part of  the success of  the campaign to three 
transformative gifts given by three donors which totaled $56 million. 
However, the Foundation’s Vice President for Development Jeffrey 
Cabral, also emphasized the importance and impact each gift can 
make, regardless of  the amount. 

“A transformative gift could actually be at any level,” Cabral said. 
“It just allows you to kind of  turn the page and move you into the next 
chapter. I would say that collectively, everyone who gives to RhodyNow, 
which is critically important for immediate use for our students and 
faculty, is a transformative gift.” 

RhodyNow is a fund that allows immediate support for students 
and faculty throughout the University. The “Big Ideas. Bold Plans.” 
campaign has engaged all of  the smaller colleges within the URI net-

work, each supporting its own priorities. The campaign has also extend-
ed throughout the athletic programs as well, according to O’Rourke. 

The Foundation hosted its annual Day of  Giving on Oct. 7 and 
raised over $1.4 million for various programs and departments through-
out campus including the Harrington School for Communication and 
Media, the Women’s Basketball team and Greek Life. 

According to Cabral, while the total monetary donations they re-
ceived on the Day were “amazing,” he was also impressed by the num-
ber of  donors themselves. 

“The big thing is 1,000 new donors [gave on the Day of  Giving],” 
Cabral said. “When we talk about campaign momentum, that’s really 
what we look for. How many new donors are we attracting? And, obvi-
ously, that’s a great number of  any institution.” 

O’Rourke and Cabral agreed that the welcoming of  new URI 
President Marc Parlange has helped the campaign’s momentum and 
efforts as well. 

The Foundation’s continued efforts towards the development of  
their campaign have made the increased goal more feasible for the Uni-
versity, according to O’Rourke.

“I think [the campaign] is a point of  pride and a vote of  confi-
dence,” she said. “URI is a great place, and it deserves to ask for sup-
port and prove that we can steward those funds responsibly and make 
sure that they impact our students and faculty.”



VPAS to enact change amid 
Campus Climate Survey results
Findings reveal high rate of sexual 
misconduct among first-year students
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

The University of  Rhode Island’s 2021 Campus 
Climate Survey shared results regarding sexual mis-
conduct experienced by students, opening up new 
opportunities for initiatives to be taken by campus 
officials. 

On Oct. 7, the University published the report 
which indicated that 10 percent of  the 4,555 respon-
dents had experienced unwanted sexual contact with 
a member of  the URI community. Conduct refer-
enced in this survey included relationship violence, 
stalking, unwanted sexual interaction and unwanted 
sexual contact. 

The greatest percentage of  these experiences 
were endured by students in their first semester of  
college, as stated in the report, making up 85.7 per-
cent of  these responses.

Additionally, only 14.3 percent of  victims con-
tacted a URI resource after the given incident. A 
majority of  respondents described feeling angry, em-
barrassed and afraid after the incident, according to 
the published report.

 Kelley Ryan, the coordinator for URI’s Vio-
lence Prevention and Advocacy Services (VPAS), 
said that she is taking steps to help educate students 
on sexual assault prevention by holding several infor-
mational presentations. 

She said that she was “not shocked” by the num-
ber of  students who reported unwanted sexual con-
tact in the survey. She said she hopes that creating 
more awareness, starting with informational presen-
tations on this issue, will decrease this percentage.

According to Ryan, presentations were held this 
fall to discuss interpersonal violence with first-year 
students.

“These presentations covered resources, report-
ing options and confidentiality, but also how to sup-
port one another and how to define interpersonal 
violence and consent,” Ryan said.

Approximately 2,500 first-year students com-
pleted the post-survey for these informational train-

ing sessions this semester, according to Ryan. This 
prevention training was conducted within the first 
five weeks of  the academic year through URI 101 
courses.

Unlike last year, these sessions were conducted 
in person, allowing Ryan to connect with students 
on a greater level. Ryan believes that this close in-
teraction will have a greater impact on the campus 
community than alternative methods of  activism.

“There’s a lot we can do with websites, and 
there’s a lot we can do with pamphlets,” Ryan said. 
“What really matters, I think, is when students meet 
us face-to-face. They’re much more likely to come 
and seek help.”

Dave Lavallee, the assistant director of  commu-
nications at URI, echoed Ryan’s sentiment. He said 
that Ryan’s handling of  these presentations was fa-
vorable for the community.

“[Ryan] did a really nice job,” Lavallee said. 
“This year, we reached students much, much earlier 
than previous years, which is what we wanted.”

Ryan said that URI’s centralized website con-
cerning sexual misconduct and Title IX is another 
great outlet for students to report instances and learn 
about resources on campus.

Hannah Faria-Meade, a freshman at URI, at-
tended a session hosted by Ryan. She felt that the 
experience was beneficial for herself  and other stu-
dents.

“Actually talking about these things is more im-
pactful than reading about it online,” Faria-Meade 
said. “It should be a normalized conversation.”

She is hopeful that these training sessions will 
decrease the amount of  sexual violence on URI’s 
campuses. She also said that she feels more support-
ed by resources on-campus after hearing Ryan’s pre-
sentation.

The VPAS center is located within the Health 
Service’s building and is a confidential resource on 
campus. Students are encouraged to seek help from 
VPAS if  needed by visiting the center or contacting 
a staff member.
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Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

From the Senate Chambers this week: a request from the Faculty 
Senate President, two passed bills and a resolution and a general discus-
sion regarding COVID-19 protocols. 

Faculty Senate President Audrey Cardany attended the Student 
Senate Meeting this week and proposed to invite a member of  the Stu-
dent Senate to join Faculty Senate meetings as part of  the Academic 
Calendar Committee. Cardany said that academic calendars are made 
5 to 7 years in advance, but that there are exceptions that can impact 
current students enrolled at the University. 

“If  you are sitting on that committee you might think ‘well why 
would I be on that committee? I’ve already graduated at that point,’” 
Cardany said. “Number one, you’re serving the entire institution, but 
any changes we make to the calendar must be made 18 months prior, 
that is the decision unless of  an emergency.”

Academic Affairs Chair Kyra Shindler volunteered for the role. 
Cardany also sent out a request for a student to read the University 

of  Rhode Island land acknowledgment at the beginning of  the next 
Faculty Senate meeting held on Dec. 9.  

“The University has been working hard at justice, equity, inclusion 
and diversity,” Cardany said. “The Executive Committee would like to 
bring that acknowledgment statement to all the general facilities and 
Faculty Senate meetings.”

The two bills that were voted on were proposed for the Senate ac-
knowledgment of  two student organizations: the Young Democratic 
Socialists of  America and Surf  Club. Both motions were passed, with 
all members of  the Senate voting in favor of  the bills. 

The resolution that was voted on was proposed by Moderator 
Christopher Bove to URI’s Housing and Residence Life, and requested 
the addition of  at least one printer to each residence hall. 

“If  any of  you live on campus, you know that having to go to the 
Union or the library can be really time-consuming and inconvenient,” 
Bove said. “We felt that it’s something the University could do at a low 
price point, and I think it’s a reasonable request.” 

Bove reminded all members that this was just a request for consid-
eration, and the bill was passed with all members voting in favor. 

He also announced that the Student Senate would be conducting 
an internal election to fill the vacancies in positions in the Senate. The 
elections are scheduled to take place during the Senate meeting next 
week. 

During the general discussion and open forum, Senator Lauren 
Peckham raised concerns for off-campus students whose roommates 
tested positive for the COVID-19 after attending the Public Health 
Club. 

“The school is expecting [roommates of  infected students] to pay 
for a hotel room out of  pocket,” Peckham said. “One of  the girls in the 
club was talking about how her roommate has to pay [about] $500 now 
for a hotel room. She called the director of  the Health Department, and 
they were essentially blaming her and refused to help with finances.” 

Student Senate President Bolu Taiwo agreed with the importance 
of  being clear on the precautions and mandates the University is taking 
in these situations. Bove resolved to reach out to Health Services Direc-
tor Ellen Reynolds in order to address these questions. 
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She is still looking at what can potentially take 
over the space that Health Services currently uses 
in the Potter Building.

Currently, there is no set date for the building 
to open, however, Cory Clark, the interim director 
of  the Counseling Center, said that he hopes that 
the combined building will open by the summer 
of  2024.

Clark said that being in the same building as 
Health Services and being able to work more close-
ly with them will be a benefit to the Counseling 
Center.

“Students will often show up at Health Ser-
vices and present with mental health symptoms, 
like anxiety and depression, and then they would 
refer them and send them here,” Clark said. “This 
way, they’ll be right there, just potentially taking an 
elevator or going down the hall.”

The new building will also allow the Counsel-
ing Center more space than it currently has on the 
second floor of  Roosevelt Hall.

Clark said that the additional space in the new 
building will mainly be used for teletherapy and 
additional space for their graduate training pro-
grams, which trains clinical graduate students to 
become therapists. He is also hoping that there 
will be some outdoor space for physical activities 
to incorporate mental health and physical exercise, 
including yoga.

Parlange said that the building construction 

also aims to fulfill another goal for the University.
“We’re certainly making a strong case to the 

state that as part of  the American Recovery Plan, 
this is an important piece we believe that should be 
supported,” he said.

Parlange also said that the benefits to making 
the connections between Health Services and the 
Counseling Center, as well as upgrading their facil-
ities, outweighed the cost.

“It may sound like a big number, but in fact the 
returns are enormous and the returns in people’s 
lives will be extremely significant,” Parlange said.

Health Services building - Continued from Page 1

Health Services is expected to look different in the 
future as an $80 million project to construct 

a new building is being planned. 
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University College of Academic Success 
search for new dean yet to begin
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Nearly three months after the retirement of  its former 
dean of  35 years, the University of  Rhode Island’s Uni-
versity College of  Academic Success (UCAS) has still not 
begun the search for a replacement.

According to Linda Moffat, the assistant dean of  
UCAS, in addition to the retirement of  former Dean Jayne 
Richmond, the program lost its executive assistant to the 
dean at the end of  last year as well. 

Richmond held her position as dean for the past 35 
years, according to Libutti, leaving “big shoes to fill” when 
searching for a replacement.

“It’s been only 3 months since Dean Richmond re-
tired, and you don’t replace someone like that so quickly,” 
Libutti said. “In the grand scheme of  things, we lost Dean 
Richmond, but UCAS took a step back and figured out 
that we could work within ourselves before finding a dean.”

According to Moffat, the search for a dean is not a 
small one. It is a national search that can take months to 
complete and a “tremendous amount of  coordination,” 
according to Moffat.

She said that before UCAS starts its search for a new 
dean, they wanted to find an executive assistant first. 
UCAS has since found someone for the executive assistant 
position, which she said will be announced in the next few 
days.

“We wanted to launch a search for that position so that 
that person could help us look for a new dean,” Moffat 
said. “It was sort of  a domino effect — we needed to find 
an assistant before we found a new dean.”

UCAS is the umbrella program for most new student 
and undergraduate programs at URI, such as academic 
advising, new student orientation and the Career Center 
for Experiential Education, according to Moffat. UCAS 
helps students create their schedules, get tutoring for class-
es when needed and find internships once the time comes.

Dean Libutti, who is the current interim dean for 

UCAS part-time, said that there has been “no rush” in the 
process to find a new dean. He said that the University 
College has been “booming” in the fall 2021 semester.

Despite not having a full-time dean, Libutti said that 
UCAS has been doing more collaboration than he’s seen 
in his 20 years working at the University. 

“We’ve had job and internship fairs, tutoring, new stu-
dent events and each of  these has had fantastic turnouts,” 
Libutti said.

He said that the staff is working “harder than ever” 
on projects to help new students as much as possible. In 
the time since Richmond retired, UCAS has created a new 

program for freshman orientation over the summer, ex-
panded the tutoring center to the lower level of  the library 
and collaborated with multiple other offices on campus, 
such as the president’s office and the Counseling Center.

Moffat said that the employees in and under the Uni-
versity College are nervous, but excited for a new dean.

“We’re definitely anxious for new leadership since 
everyone had been so accustomed to the way that Dean 
Richmond ran things,” Moffat said. “However, we’re all 
looking forward to new leadership and having a full-time 
dean once again.”
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As the University College of Academic Success (UCAS) tries to find a new dean, right now they’re working from within. 
PHOTO CREDIT:uri.edu
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John King - Continued from Page 1
Shakespeare professor  suggested he consider taking journalism classes that he fully com-
mitted to the major.

“I ended up in journalism almost by accident — I think like many kids who go to a good 
liberal arts college,” King said. “You show up thinking, you’re 17, 18 years old, and ‘I’m not 
really exactly sure what I want to do.’ There’s absolutely nothing wrong with that. I think 
there’s everything right with that at that age; to be curious, but not sure.” 

King is well known today for his “Magic Wall,” which allows him to show interactive 
data and maps when he hosts CNN election coverage. During the 2020 presidential elec-
tion, King’s “Magic Wall” became a viral hit online.   

He has been the host of  “Inside Poli-
tics,” his midday broadcast that has aired 
on weekdays since 2014. King also hosted 
the Sunday edition of  “Inside Politics” un-
til earlier this year, when it was announced 
he would hand the show off to his colleague 
Abby Phillip, a senior political correspon-
dent and anchor at CNN. 

Phillip will be the featured speaker at 
URI’s annual Amanpour Lecture, where 
she will discuss “Honesty and Authentic-
ity in Political Journalism.” The lecture is 
hosted annually by the Harrington School 
of  Communication and Media and will be 
delivered virtually at 5 p.m. on Wednesday. 

“It’s great for Abby to do this because 
it’s so important to URI, and it’s great for 
URI because Abby is part of  that next generation,” King said. “We need more women in 
important positions; we need more people of  color in important positions … She’s fun, and 
she comes to the job with enormous energy, and she’s just helped us.” 

The lecture series is endowed by fellow URI alumna and CNN’s Chief  International 
Anchor Christiane Amanpour. Amanpour and King graduated only two years apart from 
URI’s journalism program, but it wasn’t until they were both covering the first Persian Gulf  
War when they met each other for the first time. 

“I worked for the Associated Press, I was in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia and Christiane was 
there for CNN,” King said. “She was across the hall. She was smoking a cigarette— she’s 
quit— but she was smoking a cigarette in those days, and she had a URI sweatshirt on. And 
I literally walked over and said, ‘Where the hell did you get that?’ And she said, ‘Well, I went 
to URI.’ And so that’s how we found out that we were both Rams.” 

King was the speaker at the inaugural Spring Taricani Lecture Series on First Amend-
ment Rights last April, where he discussed present-day journalistic issues with the URI 
community. 

Throughout his journalism career, King has won Emmy Awards, George Foster Pea-
body Awards and received an honorary degree from URI, according to the University’s 
website. Despite his past accolades, to King, the best part of  his job is the continuing educa-
tion opportunities that come alongside it. 

“I consider it a failure if  I get on the elevator to leave and go home, and I can’t think of  
something new that I learned today,” King said. “I get paid now to go to college, as opposed 

to me paying to go to college. Every day I’m 
learning, and I think that’s just a gift.” 

King emphasized the dramatic shift the 
journalism industry has seen throughout the 
pandemic. For both professional journalists 
and student journalists alike, many have not 
had the opportunity to meet sources face-
to-face amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

He said that while Zoom has been a 
great alternative and safer choice for inter-
views during the pandemic, the virtual for-
mat doesn’t give reporters enough context 
and understanding of  the source they’re 
talking with. 

“If  you just started in the last 18 
months, you may never have sat at a table 
having coffee with an elected official or the 

president of  the University, because it hasn’t been allowed,” King said. “There is nothing 
like being at the same table with someone … you get a much more fair, contextual view of  
who they are.” 

He hopes that when reporters can fully return to on-the-ground reporting, they utilize 
and remember the importance of  in-person interviews, meetings and “interpersonal” con-
versations that he has found to be “critical” throughout his time as a journalist. 

The Cigar provided King with foundational elements of  journalism throughout his 
time as a contributor, but more so, it taught him the importance of  working in a loud envi-
ronment, finding your creative process and the values of  teamwork. 

“One of  the great gifts of  working at the Cigar was to understand a newsroom, and to 
understand collaboration,” King said. “It teaches you that even the person you didn’t think 
was going to be your best friend, you have some shared values with.” 

“One of the great gifts of working at the Cigar was 
to understand a newsroom, and to understand 

collaboration. It teaches you that even the person 
you didn’t think was going to be your best friend, 

you have some shared values with.”

- John King, CNN’s Chief National Correspondent
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2021

URI MEN’S BASKETBALL VS JOHNSON & WALES 
7pm • RYAN CENTER • FREE FOR STUDENTS
Are you ready to #BringTheRuckus? Claim your free student ticket 2 
days prior to the game and watch the Rams take on Johnson & Wales in 
non-conference play.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2021

SOPHOMORE BREAKTHROUGH EXPERIENCE (SBE) 
KICK OFF: RHODY GLOW SMORES & SNACKS MEET UP
4:30pm-6:30pm • URI QUAD • FREE
Join the Center for Student Leadership (CSLD) Development team for 
SMORES, fire pits, music, food truck snacks, glow giveaways, connec-
tions, and info. on the Spring 2022 Sophomore Breakthrough Experience 
(SBE).  Free and open to all registered sophomore.

WOMEN’S ICE HOCKEY GAME VS. ASSUMPTION UNIV 
7pm • BOSS ICE ARENA • FREE for students
Come down to Boss Ice Arena on Friday evening to cheer on URI’s 
Women’s Ice Hockey Team as they take on Assumption University!

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2021

MUSICALLY INCLINED FALL INVITATIONAL
6pm-7:30pm • EDWARDS AUDITORIUM • $
Musically Inclined presents our Fall Acapella Invitational, featuring 
performances by Rhody Rhapsodies (URI), Simple Harmonic Motion 
(WPI), and Vocality (UML)! **All attendees must either show proof  of  
vaccination or a negative covid test taken within 72 hours of  the event. 
Since this event is indoors, masks must be worn.!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021

THE AMERICAN BAND - FALL 2021
3pm • FINE ARTS CENTER, CONCERT HALL • $Various
Brian Cardany, director. A concert by one of  the oldest community bands 
in the country, the American Band of  Providence, presenting new and 
classic works from the wind band literature. $12 General Admission; $7 
Students, Seniors (60 and over); Children 12 and under $0.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2021

THE BUSINESS OF SAVING THE OCEAN
4pm-5pm • HIGGINS WELCOME CTR, HOPE RM • FREE 
Join the URI College of  Business for the 2019 Vangermeersch Endowed 
Lecture Series. This year will feature Richard Vevers, CEO of  The 
Ocean Agency, headquartered at the URI Bay Campus, RI.
Mr. Vevers will share his inspiring personal and professional journey of  
how he went from a successful career in Advertising to founding The 
Ocean Agency and embarking on a mission to help save the ocean. You’ll 
hear how he teamed up with Google to take Street View Underwater, 
led a global scientific expedition, stared in a Netflix film and developed 
a global plan to save coral reefs that raised over $100m dollars. You will 
learn about how he has brought a unique business approach into ocean 
conservation and the impact it has had There will be an opportunity for 
questions & answers at the end of  the talk.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2021

THE DRAGON AND THE SNOWLION: 
TIBET’S FIGHT FOR SURVIVAL
7pm-7:45pm • VIRUAL EVENT • FREE
A special talk and discussion about the Tibetan freedom struggle, non-
violence, democracy, human rights, and the U.S. Tibet Policy with Mr. 
Kelsang Aukatsang. http://www.uri.edu/nonviolence

WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP SERIES: NETTA JENKINS ‘08
12pm-1pm • VIRTUAL EVENT • FREE
We all have privilege and power, whether we realize or not. Learn how to 
leverage your privilege and power to drive impactful change and practice 
bold allyship within the workplace, your community, and with friends and 
family. Join Netta Jenkins ‘08 for a conversation about the systemic and 
societal issues that impact overlooked populations. Netta is the founder 
of  Holistic Inclusion Consulting LLC (HIC) and co-founder advisor of  
Dipper. She is a leading voice in the diversity, equity, and inclusion field 
who has been recognized by Forbes and CIO Views. An acclaimed author 
with a deep background in communications, leadership, and behavioral 
psychology, she has been advising corporations and audiences of  all kinds 
for more than 15 years on the most effective strategies to address systemic 
racism, its traumatic impact, and the path to social justice.

THIS WEEK AT URINew curriculum requirements 
to advance Harrington education
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

The Harrington School of  Communication 
and Media at the University of  Rhode Island has 
updated its curriculum to give Harrington students 
a shared skill set across majors and to create a tight-
er-knit community among students. 

The new Harrington Core Curriculum requires 
students to take four introductory courses, COM 
100: Fundamentals of  Communication, WRT 104: 
Writing to Inform and Explain, SCM 105: Produc-
tion and Presentation Fundamentals and JOR 110: 
Introduction to Mass Media or FLM 101: Introduc-
tion to Film Media, according to the new curriculum 
sheet. In addition to these core classes, all graduating 
seniors will have to participate in a capstone course 
in their major or majors. 

This new curriculum was just put into place this 
year. Only current freshmen and students in later 
classes will be required to take these courses.

These courses will fulfill the A3, A4, B1, B2, B4, 
C1 and C2 general education credits. According to 
Ammina Kothari, the director of  the Harrington 
School, they will also teach students written skills, 
oral skills, production skills, the ability to analyze 
media critically, the ability to communicate with a 
sense of  ethics and the responsibility and the ability 
to understand research. 

One of  the required courses, SCM 105: Produc-
tion and Presentation Fundamentals, is an entirely 
new course where students are learning skills in vid-
eo production and presenting. The goal of  the class 
is to teach students basic skills that they will expand 
on later in other Harrington classes, according to 
Kothari. 

“They are learning how to make different types 
of  videos using their mobile phones and how to edit 
that,” she said. “They are also learning how to make 
presentations. Whatever other classes students take, 
they are going to be able to build on some basic 
knowledge that they got from this class.”

Kothari also said the capstone course for each 
major, which is now required by the Harrington 
School, will focus on helping students create a digital 
portfolio that they can use when applying for jobs.

The change was prompted when the Har-
rington Curriculum Committee, made up of  Har-
rington School faculty members, examined the old 
curriculum and decided they wanted all Harrington 
students to have a certain skill set.

Kothari hopes that these classes will give Har-
rington School students a baseline of  experience 
across communication and media disciplines.

Kevin McClure, a professor of  communication 
studies and the program advisor for sports media 
and communication, said that the new requirements 
are going to build better relationships among the 
students in Harrington School since they will be in 
more shared classes.

He said students will still be able to complete 
multiple majors with this new curriculum and it may 
even be easier for students to double major because 
some of  these core courses are prerequisites for high-
er courses and fulfill general education outcomes.

“All the rules for double majoring haven't 
changed,” McClure said. “You can still share 12 
credits between any two majors. That was all part of  
this idea of  creating synergies within the programs. 
That’s a different thing we’re trying to do.”

Alpha Chi Omega - Continued from Page 1
She said that since there were no returning 

members of  the sorority at URI when recruit-
ment began, representatives from the national 
organization came to URI in June to reestablish 
the chapter.

“They came and visited campus and started 
brainstorming how they wanted to go about their 
reestablishment in terms of  what kinds of  events 
they wanted to do and things like that,” Drake 
said.

Consultants from the national organization 
moved onto campus in late August to run and 
start up the chapter until leadership positions for 
the chapter are filled.

“Alpha Chi 
Omega is excited 
to return to cam-
pus and fortunate 
that the sorori-
ty and fraternity 
community have 
been welcoming 
throughout our 
establishment pro-
cess,” Emily Wind, 
one of  these con-
sultants, said in a 
statement.

According to 
Wind, the offi-
cial establishment 
process began on 
Sept. 28, following 
the formal recruit-
ment. Alpha Chi 
Omega’s recruitment process included market-
ing on campus, coffee dates with potential new 
members, interest sessions and large recruitment 
events. On Oct. 17, the sorority even hosted its 
own bid day. 

According to Drake, even though this is their 
first semester back on campus, a lot of  girls were 

interested in joining the sorority. She said that 
they had 200 people at their interviews, invited 
150 to their invite-only rounds and ended up giv-
ing out 137 bids. 

Gonda said some of  the younger students 
were attracted to the sorority because of  the 
leadership opportunities. Being that everyone 
who joined is a founding member, any of  them 
can apply for a leadership position, regardless of  
their year.

“I really liked the leadership opportunities 
and the positions that I would be able to run for 
even though I’m a freshman,” Gonda said. “Be-
ing a founding member was a really special thing 

that I wouldn’t 
be able to do in 
any other soror-
ity.”   

The soror-
ity is current-
ly in the pro-
cess of  getting 
members into 
leadership po-
sitions. This 
week, Gonda 
said the sorority 
will be holding 
interviews and 
elections for ex-
ecutive board 
positions. 

Now that 
the recruitment 
process is com-

pleted, the sorority has been able to hold events 
and meetings just like the other Greek Life orga-
nizations on campus. 

“We’re having sisterhood events and we have 
weekly chapters like any other sorority. We are 
just a little behind them,” said Sarah Sidman, a 
sophomore and member of  Alpha Chi Omega.

After being removed from the University in 2013, the Alpha Chi Omega sorority 
is making its return. PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Gianna Cappelli



Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Under-
graduate Research and Innovation, or (URI)2, 
held its showcase for student research projects 
on Wednesday.

“You are the fabric, you are the life-blood, 
on what makes a research university great,” 
Peter Snyder, URI’s director of  research said, 
thanking the participants for their hard work. 

Snyder mentioned that the core mission 
of  URI is to train the next generation of  sci-
entists, writers and artists about research. He 
said that the research URI students do will ad-
dress some of  the “greatest ills” that the planet 
currently has.

The research presented spanned topics 
from examining gendered spaces on campus 
to the effective sea-level rise to art, physics and 
photography. 

Two student researchers received awards. 
Margaret Hill won the STEM Award for her 
research with shrimp. Audrey Visscher won 
the award of  the College of  Arts and Scienc-
es for her research on lighting design in URI 
Theatre’s “A Silent Sky.”

Samantha Adams, one of  the fellows and 
a junior majoring in physics and German, 
conducted her research on radio imaging of  
astrological sources. 

Adams focused on two astrological sourc-
es that have been well observed because they 

shine bright 
and used 
radio im-
aging on 
them. She 
said that 
the data on 
the sources 
are spread 
out over 
many data-
bases. Be-
cause they 
are so vast, 
according 
to Adams, 
most people 
look at the 
images in 

parts to understand them. 
“[My goal was to] put all the data into 

one database, so that scientists can use it, and 
so the general public can get a look at this 
spectrum of  astronomy,” Adams said.

Adams said she accomplished her goal by 
gathering, calibrating and inputting the data 
from the astronomical sources towards radio 
imaging. However, because Adams wants to 
fully look at the radio images, she is producing 
overlays of  radio images with other data from 
x-rays, optical scans or gamma-rays. 

She said that her favorite part of  her re-
search was the artistic aspect. Because she is a 
physics major, she said she doesn’t get to in-
teract with art often. However, by overlaying 
radio imaging, she said she can combine what 
she likes about art and physics.

Adams started her research over the sum-
mer, and she anticipates continuing her work 
throughout her time at the University and 
possibly after graduation as well. 

Abigail Dodd, a College of  Arts and Sci-
ences fellow and a senior history and gender 
and women’s studies double major, researched 
a social science topic for her project. 

Dodd looked at women and their roles on 
URI’s campus between 1950 and 1973. She 
noted the ways that women were presented 
in academia and other parts around campus 
and followed the themes of  history and femi-
nism during the time.

“Women have always been key members 
of  this community,” Dodd said. “They have 
always been active and engaged members of  

campus.”
What drove her to research this topic was 

her understanding of  how general history and 
women’s history is separated. 

“I think that is a disservice, and inaccu-
rate,” Dodd said. “I think that any history that 
happens is intertwined with women’s history.” 

The goal of  the project, according to 
Dodd, was to put women back into the narra-
tive of  history. As one of  the biggest struggles 
of  the research was specifically having to find 
where women were involved due to the lack 
of  attention their accomplishments may have 
gotten. 

Through these vastly different subjects, 
junior Fatima Fernandez, an attendee of  the 
event, mentioned that she was drawn to come 
to the event through hearing about the art 
pieces. However, Fernandez was pleasantly 
surprised at the array of  topics to learn from. 

“I think they are really interesting; it’s re-
ally nice to see everyone come lay their work 
out for you,” Fernandez said.

At the event’s close, the director of  under-
graduate research, Deedee Chatam, congrat-
ulated students researching from 39 different 
majors. This included everyone from first-
years to seniors graduating this December, as 
well as representation from five different col-
leges at the University.

PHOTO CREDIT: Maddie Bataille  | 
Contributing Reporter

COVID-19 Task Force updates event vaccination policy
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island COVID-19 Task 
Force has updated the COVID-19 policies again, stating 
that both outside guests, employees and students will have 
to show proof  of  vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test 
in order to attend large campus events. 

According to Samuel Adams, the director of  emer-
gency management and the assistant director of  public 
safety, the biggest change that happened in September 
was changing the requirement for proof  of  vaccination 
for large indoor events to also allow for a recent negative 
COVID-19 test. 

This policy applies not only to students and employees 
but also to visitors. Adams said that a large event is defined 
as an event that has over 250 attendees and is at more than 
35 percent venue capacity.

“Two-hundred fifty people in the [Center for Biotech-
nology and Life Sciences] auditorium versus 250 people 
in the Ryan Center are two totally different things, so it 
has to be both criteria for it to be a large campus event,” 
Adams said. 

According to Adams, this decision was prompted 
mainly to allow outside guests into the community, while 
keeping students and employees safe. 

He said that bringing the public into URI venues 
without any requirements defeats the purpose of  trying 
to create a safe community, since faculty and students are 
required to either be vaccinated or get tested weekly. The 
updated policy requires outside guests to follow similar 
guidelines as URI community members.   

“The thought process was making sure that we’re 
being consistent and protecting our community,” Adams 
said. 

Adams said that the University has a very specific 
campus community, so it’s important to keep that commu-
nity safe when bringing in outside guests.

Dave Lavallee, the assistant director of  external com-
munications at URI, said that it is important to be as con-
sistent and as clear as possible about these changes and to 
keep community members up to date on the policies put 

into place. 
“Since the COVID-19 task force was formed at the 

beginning of  the pandemic, there’s really been an effort to 
update things as quickly as we can as conditions change,” 
Lavallee said. “We’ve been doing that with this event’s pol-
icy, vaccine mandates and testing requirements.”

Adam’s said that checks for visitors’ vaccination cards 
or negative tests will be done at the door for large indoor 
events. Students will be required to show their student IDs 
for entry since proof  of  vaccination or weekly testing is re-
quired for them. Adams said that the hosts and managers 
for any given event will be responsible for conducting these 
checks. 

As far as contract tracing goes, Adams said that there 
have been some changes in the way this is done since the 
state no longer requires it and URI has changed its process 

for contact tracing as well. 
“If  there was a concert at the Ryan Center and there 

was an outbreak associated with it, they’re not going to go 
through the roster of  everybody who bought tickets and 
contact them,” Adams said. “It’s going to be a lot more 
selective and about trying to figure out where the person 
was sitting and who was with them, or they would put out 
a notice saying there had been an outbreak.”

Positive cases and outbreaks have become frequent 
enough that it’s not realistic to chase down all those in-
dividuals at the event, according to Adams. He said the 
main goal with all of  these policies is to “make it as easy to 
comply as possible.” 

“I believe that if  you want people to follow rules, you 
need to make rules that are conducive to people’s partici-
pation,” Adams said. 
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URI recently updated its COVID-19 event policies, now requiring proof of vaccination or a recent negative COVID-19 test. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer
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Ronan Himelrick | Contributing Reporter

Ammina Kothari, the director of  the Harrington School of  Com-
munication and Media, has emphasized the importance of  network-
ing since the start of  her tenure at the University of  Rhode Island 
this semester.

The Harrington School will host a virtual Media Professionals 
Panel on Friday, Nov. 12 from 2-3 p.m., which will be moderated by 
Kothari.

 The panel features two URI alumni, Vladimir Duthiers,‘91, an 
award-winning journalist at CBS News, and Kevin Lopes, ‘05, who 
currently works as the senior director of  content business develop-
ment and innovation at ESPN. Along with Duthiers and Lopes, the 
panel will also host Danielle Johnson, owner and creator of  Spark 
FM, a radio station in Boston that primarily focuses on Caribbean, 
Afrobeat and Latinx music, and AJ Walker, an Emmy Award-winning 
news reporter and filmmaker who created the documentary “Losing 
Detroit.” 

“Each guest will talk about their path on how they got to where 
they are,” Kothari said. “Then that will hopefully inspire students to 
ask questions.” 

According to Kothari, this event is not a lecture, but more of  an 
informal conversation between the panel of  professionals and current 
students.  

“I really see this more of  a networking event for the students, 
as well as to ask questions and get to know people who are success-
ful,” Kothari said. “For the panelists, they have an interesting story 
to tell, about how they went about different things, until where they 
are now.” 

This event took a lot of  preparation, according to Kothari. The 
panel was organized in conjunction with the New England chapter 
of  the National Association for Multi-ethnicity In Communication 
(NAMIC), a professional development organization specializing in 
diversity advocacy in the communications industry, according to 
Kothari.

  “I’ve been working on this for quite some time now,” Kothari 
said. “It actually came about a request from some of  our students. I 
think they wanted to see more diverse speakers and bring some of  our 
alums, but also media professionals who have found their own niche 
in very competitive industries.” 

This panel discussion is part of  a larger Harrington School ini-
tiative to increase engagement between students and media profes-
sionals, according to Kothari. This initiative also includes a proposed 
“media pitch competition,” along with more professional opportu-
nities for students to participate in. More information on this will be 
released in the future.

“As the new director, I want to meet more with students,” she 
said. “I also see this as an opportunity to not only engage with our 
alumni and other media professionals in New England but also to 
connect more with our students as well.”

The panel features media professionals from various backgrounds 
and in different fields. Kothari said it’s also key to her and the Har-
rington School leadership that they provide events with different lev-
els of  media-based professions for students after graduation. 

“I think it’s also important to highlight journalists and other me-
dia professionals who work at the local level,” Kothari said. “National 
journalism gets a lot of  attention, but local journalism is equally im-
portant.” 

She is excited for students to have the opportunity to connect 
with the professionals next week. 

Kothari said that knowledge and expertise found in panelists can 
also be recognized in URI’s students and programs. She said that the 
Harrington School is working to provide access and opportunities to 
participate and network with many professionals in various industries. 

Lopes, one of  the featured panelists, is looking forward to speak-
ing and building connections with students at the event. 

“I enjoy meeting and networking and talking with students,” he 
said. “I really enjoy seeing what type of  questions I get asked.” 

Lopes described himself  as a “proud alumni” and attributes 
much of  his success to his time spent at URI. He spent two years as 
the president of  the Student Senate and was involved in many extra-
curricular activities. 

“A network is really a part of  the reason why people get that first 
job,” Lopes said. “I built my network at the University of  Rhode Is-
land and through folks that I met during my time on campus.”

Lopes and Kothari are both excited to see how students make 
connections with the panel members and what they take away from 
the career-based event. 

NEWS
Harrington School 
to host Media 
Professionals Panel

Honors Colloquium: 
‘The Future of Seafood’
Dasha Albee | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s Honors Col-
loquium showed a different side of  culinary educa-
tion when author, speaker, and chef  Barton Seaver 
highlighted sustainability in seafood.

The presentation, held on Nov. 2, was called 
“The Future of  Seafood: How marine food systems 
can support healthy oceans and communities.”

Lynsea Montanari, educator supervisor at the 
Tomaquag Museum and a member of  the Narra-
gansett tribe, began the event. She talked about her 
ancestors and the importance of  seafood and con-
servation in their culture, saying that they rely on 
it for food and resources. URI is located on Narra-
gansett land, and Montanari discussed the impor-
tance of  preserving it. She ended her speech with a 
song from her people. 

“Your spirits are washing over me, I know that 
you are in the sky,” Montanari said, translating the 
song. 

Seaver is one of  the world’s leading sustainable 
seafood experts and educators, according to Dean 
of  the Graduate School of  Oceanography Paula 
Bontempi. Before leaving the restaurant industry 
to pursue his interests in sustainable food systems, 
he was an award-winning chef  leading top seafood 
restaurants in Washington, D.C., according to his 
LinkedIn, becoming the executive chef  of  Café 
Saint-Ex and Bar Pilar, as well as helping launch 
Tackle Box, a casual seafood eatery.

After traveling the world with the National 
Geographic Society, he brought his experiences 
into his leadership in the area of  sustainable sea-
food innovations. 

“The future of  seafood is the future of  our-
selves, and seafood itself  is a measure of  dignity,” 

Seaver said. “I get to spend my days in the quest 
for food and, to me, that’s so valuable because food 
is love.” 

Born in Washington, D.C., Seaver explored the 
world around him through the food of  various cul-
tures and explained that he was raised to appreciate 
food and the love behind it. This is how he came to 
be a chef. 

Seaver has had the opportunity to live and 
work all over the world, and at 24 years old, he was 
asked to write his own restaurant menu. 

“A chef  is more than a sum of  ingredients that 
we put on our plates,” Seaver said. “We have the 
responsibility as chefs to sustain those who walk 
through our doors.” 

This was when Seaver discovered his passion 
for sustainability. He said that one of  the most im-
portant things in his industry is maximizing the 
positive impact that the ocean and its ecosystems 
have, as well as integrating communities into the 
process of  producing seafood.

Seaver has made it his mission to encourage 
people all over the world to eat more seafood. Sea-
food is much more sustainable in statistical and en-
vironmental metrics than land meat, but the stan-

dard American eats 250 pounds of  land meat and 
only 18 pounds of  seafood per year, according to 
Seaver.

“One in 11 people on this planet are whol-
ly dependent on seafood for their livelihoods,” 
Seaver said. “Seafood simply makes us better.”

Seaver also encouraged the audience to try 
new seafood and various recipes found in many of  
the eight books he has written. 

When asked his favorite fish and recipe, Seaver 
said that he preferred slow-roasted bluefish, saying 
that it brings a pleasant aroma to the house. This 
was also the recipe he recommended for new and 
exploring seafood enthusiasts. 

Seaver also recommended asking people 
working at fish markets what they would buy to 
help them branch out and explore new tastes of  
the sea. 

The next series of  the Honors Colloquium 
will be on Nov. 9 at 7 p.m. in Edwards Auditori-
um in the form of  a panel called “Sustainability 
through Local and Global Action.”

PHOTO CREDIT: Nadia Sutyrina  | Contributing Photographer

“A chef is more than a 
sum of ingredients that 
we put on our plates,” 
Seaver said. “We have 
the responsibility to 

sustain those who walk 
through our doors.”

- Barton Seaver



More than a ‘Titanic’ career
Oceanography professor reflects on accomplishments
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URI professors implement alternative grading system
Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

Since she started as a faculty development special-
ist at the University of  Rhode Island in 2019, Anna 
Santucci has taken interest in implementing alterna-
tive grading methods.

Santucci is a part of  the Professional Organization 
of  Developers (POD) Network, the biggest education-
al development community that features nearly 1,400 
members from approximately 30 countries globally, in-
cluding the United States.

According to Santucci, the POD Network is a 
group of  professionals that work to make educational 
spaces in higher education in the United States more 
equitable for all students.

In early 2019, she started consulting with Julian-
na Golas, a lecturer and academic advisor in human 
development and family sciences, about grading. The 
pair started to develop a learning community about 
alternative grading as co-facilitators. 

Golas found that spending hours giving students 
feedback in a traditional grading system can be transi-
tioned to a goal-oriented grading approach. She tried 
this out in an introductory-level HDF class where stu-
dents could select their grades based on the assign-
ments they completed. 

“I allowed students to come in on day one and es-
sentially pick their grade, and they do the work under 
a particular grade for the grade they want to earn,” 
Golas said.

She completely transitioned to this new grading 
system during COVID-19, since she said students bare-
ly looked at feedback from their work, and the pan-
demic provided her an opportunity to test the system. 

After successfully integrating the grading system 
into her courses, Golas presented the grading system 
at the 2021 Annual Advancement of  Teaching and 
Learning Faculty Showcase, an annual event hosted to 
discuss the latest innovations in teaching strategies and 
learning designs, according to their website.

Starting in September, Golas and Santucci coordi-
nated the Grading for Learning: Empowering Students 
with Agency for Growth learning community that 
serves as a book club and hosts four discussions related 
to alternative grading methods. Based on the immedi-
ate demand for that community, Santucci initiated two 
separate groups with approximately 12 professors in 
departments ranging from liberal arts to STEM, along 
with one self-organized group of  professors who could 
not make the other groups. 

“We had a selection process because of  the seats 
we had available,” Santucci said. “One cohort met 
September into October, and now we’re running a sec-
ond cohort who’s meeting October into November.” 

The discussions focus on the book “Ungrading: 
Why Rating Students Undermines Learning (and 
What to Do Instead),” which looks at alternative grad-
ing options and “going gradeless.” Santucci works to 
help professors understand alternative grading meth-
ods and how they can impact the educational experi-
ence. 

“We create the space, and we offer the resources, 
but it’s really up to them to pick what can work for 
their specific context and go deeper into the work in a 
hands-on way, which is what I would advocate also for 
the students in their courses,” Santucci said.

Golas has found that alternative grading ap-
proaches are slowly gaining traction as the professors 
read about those systems, from books like “Grading for 
Equity” by Joe Feldman and “Specifications Grading” 
by Linda Nilson.

“I think what’s exciting about this point in time 
is there are a few faculty members who are really en-
thusiastic about this,” Golas said. “Their enthusiasm is 
kind of  rubbing off  on others and so it’s like a snow-
ball-- it does appear to be gaining traction.”

Based on their group meeting experience, Golas 
found that a few professors are looking to incorporate 
alternative grading discussions into their respective 
departments, including the College of  Education and 

Professional Studies. 
“For some of  the professors, their motivation is 

‘how do I share this with my colleagues in my depart-
ment?’ and they’re creating their own opportunities to 
have a book club discussion in their department,” Go-
las said.

Beyond providing professors an opportunity to dis-
cuss alternative grading questions, Santucci has seen 
professors develop their alternative grading action 
plans with support from the Office for the Advance-
ment of  Teaching and Learning. 

“They will most probably be implementing what 
they have proposed in their plans into next semester,” 
Santucci said. “Then during that semester, there will 
be opportunities to work with us to assess how it’s go-
ing and how to improve upon that moving forward.”

With two more scheduled meetings for the learn-
ing community in November, Santucci hopes that the 
professors continue to consider alternative grading op-
tions across URI. 
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Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

In his new memoir “Into the Deep,” Robert Ballard recalls the memory of  the first 
thing his mother said to him after discovering the RMS Titanic in 1985.

“Your dad, sister and I have been watching,” she said. “You’ve been on all the net-
works, and the phone has been ringing with friends and relatives calling us. But it’s too 
bad. Now they are only going to remember you for that rusty old boat.”

“It’s my cross to bear,” Ballard said about being asked about his discovery of  the 
famous wreck 36 years later.

Ballard has been working at the University of  Rhode Island since 2002 in the Grad-
uate School of  Oceanography.

While he is best known for finding one of  the most famous sunken ships in history, 
Ballard has done so much more in his career. He was born in Wichita, Kansas and said 
that he’s always described himself  as a wanderer.

“It’s where all oceanographers come from,” Ballard joked about his home state. 
Even though he was born in a land-locked state, he also grew up in many different 

parts of  California including Los Angeles, the Mojave Desert and Pacific Beach. 
While he aimed to wander through all terrains, he said he believes the ocean had the 

greatest impact on him due to its vastness and inaccessibility. 
“When I was a little kid I loved just doing walkabouts,” Ballard said. “And I just loved 

going where no one has been, and when you look at our planet, 72 percent of  it is oceans 
— the vast majority of  it. So it’s that wanderlust exploring of  it.”

Ballard received a bachelor’s in chemistry and geology and minors in physics and 
math at the University of  California, Santa Barbara. He attended the Graduate School 
of  Oceanography at the University of  Hawaii for one year followed by graduate school in 
marine geology at the University of  Southern California for another year before receiving 
his Ph.D. in marine geology and geophysics from URI’s GSO, where he now teaches. 

Apart from the Titanic, Ballard has found a collection of  other sunken ships. Some 
of  these include his finding in 1989 of  the battleship Bismark, his finding of  the USS 
Yorktown aircraft carrier in 1998, and his finding of  President John F. Kennedy’s PT-109 
ship in 2002. 

One thing just as important to him as his own exploration is his passion for educating 
others. In 2008, Ballard founded the Ocean Exploration Trust, an educational outreach 
program aimed to encourage students and new discoveries in the fields of  geology, biol-
ogy, maritime history, archaeology and chemistry. Ballard explained the importance of  

education because of  how unique the fields surrounding ocean exploration are.
“It’s going where we’ve never been,” Ballard said. “So we don’t know what we’re 

going to find. There’s a whole cross-section of  possibilities, and so I needed the Inner 
Space.” 

The Inner Space is an international hub in URI’s GSO that provides members of  the 
community with live discovery footage. Currently, that footage is coming from Ballard’s 
ship The Nautilus, named after the submarine in one of  Ballard’s favorite childhood films, 
Jules Verne’s “Twenty-Thousand Leagues Under the Sea.”

“He is an idea person, a visionary for the exploration of  our home planet, and a great 
scientist,” Paula Bontempi, dean of  URI’s Graduate School of  Oceanography, said. “I 
first heard his name decades ago as the discoverer of  deep-sea hydrothermal vents, and 
his scientific vision grew from there. He spends his time exploring and mapping the sea-
floor with dedicated colleagues, searching the unknown depths and aspects of  our oceans 
and water bodies, and educating the public and next generation of  explorers on his find-
ings. He is a unique individual, boundless in his energy and ideas.”

Currently, The Nautilus is out mapping the 200 nautical miles that the United States 
owns from the perimeters of  all its territories for a 10-month expedition Ballard will join 
them for next year. 

URI’s own Robert Ballard, who found the Titanic 36 years ago, describes himself as a “wanderer.” 
PHOTO CREDIT: nautiluslive.org

“Their enthusiasm is kind 
of rubbing off on others 

and so it’s like a snowball— 
it does appear to be 

gaining traction.”
- Julianna Golas
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Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

In September, third-year clinical psychology 
graduate student Silvi Goldstein received a Nation-
al Institutes of  Health (NIH) two-year National Re-
search Service Award grant worth $80,000 with the 
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA). 

Goldstein’s grant will be used to perform efficacy 
and acceptability analysis on the study “Harm Re-
duction with Pharmacotherapy” by Susan Collins, a 
professor of  psychology at Washington State Univer-
sity. Here, Goldstein will look into and compare the 
effectiveness of  naltrexone, a drug that helps prevent 
relapse in drug or alcohol abuse, and harm reduc-
tion counseling methods in regards to marginalized 
populations.

Collins’ study looked to test the efficacy of  ex-
tended-release naltrexone and other harm-reduction 
counseling to help decrease the harms of  alcohol 
dependency among homeless populations with alco-
hol use disorder in Seattle, Washington from 2013 to 
2018, according to Goldstein.  

During her time working at the Harm Reduc-
tion Research and Treatment (HaRRT) Center at 
the University of  Washington during her senior year 
of  undergraduate, Goldstein became interested in 
this study topic, before participating in Collins’ study 
in 2016. 

“Through the HaRRT center, I worked with 
people experiencing homelessness,” Goldstein said. 
“That became a passion point for me was to make 
sure our treatments were working; substance use 
treatment was working equitably across different 
groups, especially those who needed it most.”

Goldstein’s secondary research analysis with 
Collins focuses on whether the impact of  the study’s 
alcohol use harm reduction treatment can vary 
among marginalized populations. She was surprised 
by how those within Collins’ study were in and out 
of  treatment 15 times on average during their time 
seeking treatment. 

“I think what surprised me about it was how 
underserved some of  our most marginalized groups 
are,” Goldstein said. “So, in this case, people expe-
riencing chronic homelessness, some of  them have 
been in and out of  normal treatment.” 

Since receiving the grant, Goldstein has also 
been working on a grant with Nicole Weiss, an assis-
tant professor of  clinical psychology, and Dr. Nichea 
Spillane on a three-year NIH treatment develop-
ment grant to help develop trauma-informed and 
culturally grounded alcohol intervention with a first 
nation community since July 5, 2021. 

“At this point, Dr. Spillane and I have conducted 
focus groups with the community to better under-
stand the link between historical trauma and alco-
hol use within the community as well as traditional 
methods of  healing historical trauma,” Weiss said. 
“Silvi will be leading a group of  graduate students in 

qualitative analysis of  that data.”
After working on her grant for one and a half  

years in Weiss’s grant writing seminar, Goldstein 
has started pre-production on her qualitative and 
quantitative research that will show the efficacy of  
extended-release naltrexone and other alcohol use 
treatments, including community-based supportive 
treatment, in various marginalized and underserved 
communities. 

“What it means is I’ll be able to report on these 
kinds of  innovative treatments to say yes or no, it 
does or does not work the same across different 
groups that might have different meanings,” Gold-
stein said. 

As one of  three sponsors on Goldstein’s project, 
Weiss said Goldstein is working to accomplish five 
goals within a training plan that centers around de-
veloping knowledge about alcohol intervention and 
treatment development for marginalized popula-
tions.

“There is not much information out there on 
how acceptable or efficacious our treatments are for 
individuals from underserved racial, ethnic and sex 
populations,” Weiss said. “That’s a really critical and 
important next step.”

Beyond analyzing Collins’ study, Goldstein is 
working on publicizing a paper on “Harm Reduc-
tion Acceptability and Feasibility on a Rural North 
American Indigenous Reserve” that started two 
years ago. She said that she will be trying to get the 
paper published soon.

Goldstein predicted that her research analysis 
could be the next step for further studies from her 
mentors. 

“It also will be used as pilot data for some of  my 
mentors,” Goldstein said. “They’ll probably use the 
results to support grant applications for themselves 
or use as support for different papers.”

FEATURES
Graduate student looks into 
disparities in alcohol-harm 
reduction treatment

Silvi Goldstein, a graduate student from the School of 
Psychology, received a grant to analyze the effectiveness of 

naltrexone and harm reduction counseling methods in regards 
to marginalized populations. PHOTO CREDIT: uri.edu

Newport native 
auditions for 
‘The Voice’
Ronan Himelrick | Contributing Reporter

Ariana Grande told twenty-year-old Newport native Lucas O’Reil-
ly, “I would listen to an album of  yours.”

O’Reilly’s love for music began when he learned guitar when he 
was 6 years old, and he started making his own music only a few years 
ago.

He recently competed on NBC’s “The Voice.” While his perfor-
mance of  James Taylor’s “Carolina on My Mind” didn’t turn any 
chairs, he valued the time spent in Los Angeles and on the show. 

“It was just kind of  surreal,” O’Reilly said. “I still haven't really 
wrapped my head around it.” 

“The Voice” was a “great” opportunity, according to O’Reilly, but 
the process was grueling. He went through multiple rounds of  auditions 
and video submissions before flying out to L.A. 

O’Reilly said that the COVID-19 protocols were “pretty strict” but 
that the show “took care of  him.” In the weeks leading up to his perfor-
mance, O’Reilly said he rehearsed and prepared with the band which 
he described as “incredible” and “amazing.”

“You're there for, you know, a couple of  weeks and then your day 
comes,” O’Reilly said. “Unfortunately, I wasn't able to stay but I mean, 
the whole thing, I'm really grateful for.”    

O’Reilly praised a close friend of  his for helping him make the 
decision to audition  for “The Voice.”

“I wasn't sure directionally where I wanted to go with music and 
she just sent me a sponsored Instagram ad from ‘The Voice’ casting 
department,” O’Reilly said. “I sort of  thought to myself  ‘you know, I’m 
not doing anything else,’ so I went through with it.”

After some time and through some technical challenges, O’Reilly 
eventually made it through to the blind auditions. 

If  he had made it on the show, his dream coach would’ve been 
Grande. 

“Ariana has got an incredible following and also is just like hy-
per-hyper-talented and genuinely a really cool person and really, really 
nice,” O’Reilly said. 

Dave Sarazen, a friend of  O’Reilly and senior at URI, is excited 
to see where the music takes him. He helped O’Reilly with some of  the 
videos that were used for “The Voice” audition process. 

“Seeing that all come to fruition was really cool for me,” Sarazen 
said. “It was the first time that I had a close friend that got to do an 
experience like that. It was really  awesome seeing him up there and 
getting to talk to the judges.” 

O’Reilly describes himself  as an indie-alternative folk singer-song-
writer. His inspirations include Jeff Tweedy, lead singer of  the band 
Wilco, Thom Yorke of  Radiohead and Bob Dylan.

“I take influence from not just the older stuff, but some of  the con-
temporary stuff as well,” O’Reilly said. 

  He hopes to continue working in the music industry and is in 
the process of  going back to school for music while also planning on 
releasing a full-length album soon. 

“Right now I’m figuring out where I want to record it and just have 
some writing to do, that’s my focus,” O’Reilly said. “I want to get some 
more stuff out there.” 

His first single “Aurora,” which was recorded in 2020, is available 
to stream on Apple Music and Spotify and has over 2,000 streams so 
far, and O’Reilly added that he can’t wait to get back to performing.

“I'm excited to get back to it. I just love playing with other musi-
cians.” O’Reilly said. “If  there are any musicians that read this, you 
know, reach out to me, I’m around Rhode Island and I'd love to play.”

PHOTO CREDIT: www.lucascoreilly.com



Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

By day, you may see her managing the kinesiology 
lab inside Independence Square, but at night, she is tack-
ling opponents and roughing up receivers as a linebacker 
for the three-time defending Women’s Football Alliance 
(WFA) champion Boston Renegades. 

For Lisa Vincent, a lab manager within the depart-
ment of  kinesiology, the game of  football has always been 
something she’s loved. In fact, it began at the age of  five 
when she received a white Patriots football as a gift from 
her grandfather. 

“I literally carried that thing around the backyard for 
at least two years,” Vincent said. “Throwing it up in the 
air, catching it, pretending to be a running back and stuff 
like that. It’s all I wanted to do. It bummed my mother 
out––she heard ‘it’s a girl,’ and she was expecting dance 
recitals and gymnastics and she got, ‘I want to play foot-
ball.’” 

Because she was a girl, her only opportunity to play 
football was during pickup games with the boys in her 
neighborhood. Growing up, there were very few opportu-
nities to play on teams and some coaches wouldn’t allow 
girls to try out. 

“It was a bummer because I had the talent to play,” 
Vincent said.  

It wasn’t until after graduating college that she of-
ficially began her football career in the Rhode Island 
Women’s Flag Football League in 1996. Twelve years lat-
er, she transitioned into tackle football––an idea that was 
revolutionary to her at the time. 

“It was like ‘what are you talking about––this ex-
ists?’” Vincent said. “‘How long has this been going on? 
What do you guys do?’ and they were like ‘you need to 
come try out,’ and it was love from there.”

Between 2008 and 2014, Vincent found success on 
the field for both the New England Intensity and the Bos-
ton Militia, winning numerous awards including defen-
sive MVP, team MVP and the 2014 national champion-
ship with the Boston Militia. 

After the 2014 season, Vincent retired from football 
to focus on finishing her master’s degree and on her job 
as an adjunct professor and lab manager within the URI 
Kinesiology department. Yet, she just couldn’t stay away 
from the game that meant so much to her. 

Like many sitting at home at the height 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic last spring and 
fall, she had time to think about all aspects of  
her life and there was one thing that she felt 
was missing––football. 

In January, she decided to come out of  
retirement and rejoin the Boston Militia, who 
were now the Boston Renegades. 

“I went back to [Organized Team Activ-
ities] and tryouts and figured out that I could 
still contribute to the team, and I took it from 
there,” Vincent said.  

The semiweekly, two-hour trips to Boston 
allowed Vincent to contribute to an undefeat-
ed Renegades season that earned her her sec-
ond WFA title after they beat the Minnesota 
Vixen in the national championship game. 

Winning the national championship or 
the new piece of  jewelry that she’s yet to re-
ceive wasn’t the highlight of  it all for Vincent. 
It was the surprise before the big game from 
another local professional football team with 
a legacy of  winning championships. 

Prior to the national championship game 
at the Pro Football Hall of  Fame in Ohio, the 
Renegades were surprised with the opportu-
nity to fly on the Patriots’ team plane. 

“It took a couple of  seconds to sink in, 
and then it was a lot of  excitement and the 
feeling of  ‘finally we have the attention of  the 
Patriots’ and how cool is that?” Vincent said. 
“It was an amazing opportunity, and obvious-
ly Mr. [Robert] Kraft’s generosity was fantas-
tic, to get a little glimpse of  what the men get 
as far as their league and their players.” 

Typically, players and coaches are responsible for ar-
ranging their own accommodations, as mentioned in the 
Netflix documentary “Born to Play.” The documentary 
highlights the Renegades and what players and coaches 
sacrifice for the game of  football, according to the Netflix 
synopsis. The accommodations were a nice change for 
the team. 

It is not lost on Vincent that she is a women’s pro-
fessional football player, and she has a unique opportu-
nity to positively impact the next generation of  women 
playing a sport that, for so long, society has viewed as 

a “masculine sport.” Vincent experienced this firsthand 
last summer during a football clinic with her teammates 
ahead of  the national championship game. 

“It’s humbling,” she said. “The kids are coming up to 
you, and they’re asking you to take pictures with you or 
have your autograph. It’s mind blowing for me because 
I’m going out there doing what I love, but to inspire some-
one is really humbling and an awesome experience.”  

Vincent and the Renegades return to the field this 
spring where they’ll look to capture their fourth consec-
utive WFA title and add onto New England’s “titletown” 
legacy while inspiring one young person at a time. 

Tackling two worlds 
Lab Manager Lisa Vincent making impact on all-woman tackle football team
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Tokyo Police Club frontman explores different sound
Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

To accompany his long and successful 
tenure with indie rock group Tokyo Police 
Club, Dave Monks has released his second 
solo album, “I’ve Always Wanted to Be Me.”

The album is the second full length LP 
he’s released as a solo artist after 2020’s “On 
A Wave Goes Wild,” but his third project 
overall. It was described by Monks as much 
different from his other works, fitting the 
theme of  trying to be oneself.

“It just kind of  popped into my head,” 
he said on the name of  the album. “A lot 
of  people have thought they don’t feel like 
themselves and are a bit unsure about, like, 
‘am I being me?’”

Tokyo Police Club, the Canadian Band 
which Monks fronts, has been actively re-
leasing music since 2006 and has appeared 
on television shows such as “Late Show with 
David Letterman” and “Desperate House-
wives.” Monks said that the idea for solo 
work was to expand to a new audience that 
was a different kind of  music than fans of  his 
band would be used to.

“I think I just wanted to be more adven-
turous,” he said of  the album. “I wanted to 
be weirder.” 

That is shown on the first song, “Love,” 
which is chock full of  lyrics, and offshoots in 

random directions that may not be the first 
place someone’s mind would go. It sets the 
tone for the continuing uniqueness of  the 
album.

Monks said he grew up listening to mu-
sic icons like The Beatles and U2 before he 
began to listen to indie rock bands like Ra-
zorheads and The Strokes, with their influ-
ence being prevalent in the album as well, 
most notably in the song “Stuck.”

The album also includes lead single 
“Wild Like Me,” a rather catchy song that 
showcases a talent for the more straightfor-
ward pop rock that Monks grew up with.

The album is not just solo music, with 
a feature from rapper Shad included in the 
fast paced “Don’t Get Pushed Around” that 
is followed immediately by “Vagabonds,” 
featuring his longtime partner Alyson Mc-
namara, which is a much slower song that is 
completely different from the previous track.

While he has performed with Mc-
Namara in the past, the Shad collaboration 
came from him feeling as if  there was a hole 
in one of  his songs.

“I had a song that I was working on and 
it had a huge blank spot and I asked him ‘do 
you want to do the song with me,’” Monk 
said. 

The rest of  the album is also very 
unique, ranging from acoustic ballads like 

“Girl of  Mine,” to songs like “Can’t Put the 
Fire Out,” a garage rock revival song that 
harkens back to the days of  grittier pre-punk 
rock that influenced those bands of  the early 
2000s and inspired Monks.

Overall, Monks said he wanted to make 
an album that showed his uniqueness as a 
performer, and 
showed him 
in a different 
light than his 
previous audi-
ence in Tokyo 
Police Club 
would see him. 
In that regard, 
he succeeds. He 
also succeeds 
in becoming 
more than a 
one-genre-art-
ist, with songs 
ranging from 
folk to legiti-
mately hard 
rock through-
out the new al-
bum.

If  the inter-
est bug catches 
you and you 

would like to check out David Monks and 
his work, both solo and with Tokyo Police 
Club, his music is currently available on all 
streaming platforms. Monks is currently on 
a United States tour with his band. Informa-
tion about upcoming shows and tickets can 
be found on the Tokyo Police Club website.
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Lisa Vincent (right) celebrating a championship win with a teammate on the Patriots 
team plane. PHOTO CREDIT: Lisa Vincent



Rhody Ridiculousness 
brings the laughter 
in return to live 
performances
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

To kick off “Halloweekend” on Friday, Oct. 29, Rhody Ridiculous-
ness filled Swan Hall Auditorium with laughter for their first in-person 
show since the start of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

The actors showed up wearing costumes such as Albert Einstein, 
Velma from “Scooby-Doo” and Arthur from the show “Arthur.” Their 
hour-long show had the crowd engaged and laughing the entire time.

The first skit performed had one person acting as a contestant on a 
dating show. Junior Darby Wilson, a member of  the club, left the room 
and left the others to pretend to be her potential love interests.

While Wilson was in the hallway, the audience was told to pick three 
different characters for the actors to improvise on the stage. The actors 
then proceeded to act as Britney Spears, Dorothy from “The Wizard of  
Oz,” and an elephant. When she came back, she had to guess who each 
of  the actors were pretending to be while going through the skit.

Another skit of  the night was pyramid game, where one person 
came into the scene at a time and switched the plot around, keeping 
audience members on their toes and filling the room with laughter. 

Rowan Coleman, a junior marketing major and member of  Rhody 
Ridiculousness, said that the audiences are what makes doing in-person 
performances so different from the rehearsals that they’ve been holding 
while waiting for the chance to perform again.

“It feels so great to perform to a live audience because when you’re 
in rehearsals, you only get feedback from the other members in the 
group,” Coleman said. “Sometimes you’ll only get a chuckle out of  
someone, and you don’t know how well that joke would sit with an 
audience.”

Coleman also said that positive audience feedback provides adren-
aline for the actors on the stage, letting them know that they’re doing 
a good job.

Practicing for an improvisational show isn’t easy, since there’s no 
real script to rehearse. Their practices consist of  them rehearsing the 
skits themselves, rather than the actual plots or scripts, so that they’re 
familiar with the concepts when performing, according to Coleman.

“Rehearsals are just like playing games, you get to play pretend as 
an adult,” she said. “That’s why I love improv so much, it’s like you get 
to be a kid again.”

Although her major isn’t theatre, Coleman said that she did the-
atre all throughout her life, and she likes improv because she feels that 
she can connect with her theatrical roots and continue her passion for 
acting.

Freshman Lauren Gardner said that the club was shocked and ex-
cited about the turnout to their first show back in a year-and-a-half. 
Swan Hall Auditorium had about 25 people gathered on the cold Fri-
day night.

“We honestly didn’t know how it was going to go, since it was a 
Friday night and Halloween weekend, but we were excited to see a good 
amount of  people here and enjoying the show,” Gardner said. “An ac-
tive audience is all we can ask for.”

Rhody Ridiculousness will have their next show on Friday, Nov. 19. 
Both Gardner and Coleman are anticipating the outcome of  their next 
performance and excited to rehearse to put on another great show. 
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‘Rocky Horror’ gathers 
community in annual showing

Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter 

If  you don’t know what “The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show” is, or have never gotten to experience a 
showing for yourself, you may want to. 

On Friday, Oct. 29, the University of  Rhode Is-
land’s Gender and Sexuality Center hosted a show-
ing of  “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” performed 
by RKO Army. It was also my first time going to the 
event. I was never sure exactly what it was, but had 
seen references to the iconic film in other media and 
pop culture, like in “The Perks of  Being a Wallflow-
er” and “That ’70s Show.”

If  there is one thing I learned from the experi-
ence, it is the importance of  the community behind 
this film. 

“[‘Rocky Horror’ has] a very cult film following 
that is meant to take taboo topics and turn them sa-
tirical,” said Jessica Spalding, a student staff member 
at the GSC.

Fans will go see this show dressed up as charac-
ters, already knowing all the lines, ready to shout out 
codified witty comments to the screen as the story 
unfolds. 

Because “The Rocky Horror Picture Show” is 
traditionally screened with a shadow cast, or a group 
of  people acting along on stage, the nature of  the 
film is interactive, according to Spalding. 

During the show, the audience will sing or dance 
along, one of  the most famous dances being the 
“Time Warp.” The audience also gets the chance 
to use props along with the film. On Friday, RKO 
Army was selling prop bags with what is typically 
used during the show for audience members to get 
involved. 

An example of  this would be when the audience 
puts on birthday hats during the scene of  Rocky 
Horror’s birthday. Another popular one would be to 
throw a piece of  toast at the screen when a toast is 
made. Other items included in the prop bags Spal-
ding mentioned were toilet paper rolls, newspaper 
and a deck of  cards. 

The interaction between the shadow cast, audi-
ence members and the film screening is what makes 

this experience so unique. A really important rea-
soning behind why this film is so iconic for so many 
people is the community it bonds. Because this film 
was released in 1975, the topics and themes behind 
the silliness are meant to provide a space of  self-ex-
pression, often giving meaning to people’s lives, and 
many of  them go to these performances as much as 
they can.

“I’m glad I finally saw the movie,” junior Rachel 
Benz said. “I would want to make this a tradition of  
mine.” 

While the event by nature is interactive, the 
GSC, as well as RKO Army, took precautions to be 
as safe as possible.

Spalding mentioned that in order to stay safe ev-
eryone was required to wear masks and sign in at the 
contact tracing table. She also mentioned that while 
the shadow staff was not required to wear masks 
during their performance, they were all fully vacci-
nated and able to present a negative COVID-19 test.

Additionally, the show altered some of  its tra-
ditions with the audience. One of  them being that 
the cast stayed on stage, rather than going into the 
audience. The show also typically has traditions that 
involve new audience members to metaphorically 
“lose their virginity” for their first time seeing the 
show. They explained typically they would have ev-
eryone who is new go on stage, however this time the 
audience stayed at their seats. 

Every year, the GSC hosts the “Rocky Horror 
Picture Show” for free so students can come experi-
ence this and bond as a community. GSC Director 
Annie Russell warmly welcomed back audiences and 
performers alike after having to take a break last year 
due to the pandemic.  

As for my first experience attending the “Rocky 
Horror Picture Show,” I can definitely say, it was 
something I couldn’t have expected. Before the show 
I felt as though the event was a “secret society” that 
to understand, I would have to attend. That truly is 
what it is like. As many depictions and stories you 
may hear, if  you are at all interested, I suggest seek-
ing out a showing for yourself. I look forward to get-
ting to know the show better and continue to go to 
more showings throughout the years to come. 
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URI Big Band brings the blues in ‘Basically Basie’

Dasha Albee | Contributing Reporter

On Thursday, Oct. 28, the University of  Rhode Is-
land Big Band blew everyone away in the Fine Arts Cen-
ter Concert Call as they presented “Basically Basie,” a 
tribute performance of  the music of  Count Basie Or-
chestra and Duke Ellington Orchestra. 

Doors opened at 8 p.m. and entry required a QR 
code of  a pre-paid ticket, providing easy contactless ac-
cess. The doors of  the concert hall opened to reveal a 
dazzling purple-lit stage set with instruments and stands 
labeled “URI Jazz.” 

Some members of  the band came out and began to 
play their first piece, “Blues in Hoss Flat” by Frank Fos-
ter, to start off the concert, while more musicians joined 
in throughout the performance. As they finished, Em-
mett Goods, assistant professor of  music/teacher in jazz 
trombone, came out and began to conduct the band, 
turning the first piece into a marvelous blues tune. 

The band finished and Goods welcomed every-
one back after their last show got cancelled almost 20 
months ago due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We never got to do our show in [2020] so we are 
excited to be able to perform in person again,” Goods 
said. 

He explained that the Count Basie Orchestra start-
ed small and grew in popularity, eventually becoming 
a world success. In the early 1950s, Count Basie began 
his band’s rise to success sparking a new jazz era called 
“bebop,” involving lots of  blues and becoming the set 
standard for the sound. 

There were 12 pieces performed at the concert, fea-
turing works of  composers such as Frank Foster, Thad 
Jones (an alumni of  the Count Basie Orchestra), Quincy 
Jones (who recorded Michael Jackson’s music) and Er-
nie Wilkins. 

Two pieces were conducted by graduate student as-
sistants. The first was “HRH (Her Royal Highness)” by 
Thad Jones, conducted by graduate assistant Ben Mar-
cotte. This piece sounded very fancy and definitely felt 

like it was written for the queen. It had a very blues-y 
feel to it and featured a fantastic saxophone solo by Fer-
nando Marzan. 

The second was “The Deacon,” also by Thad Jones, 
conducted by graduate assistant Daniel Mach-Holt. It 
felt very bebop with a lot of  runs, a powerful bass played 
by Wyatt Crosby and a lot of  beautiful soulful piano 
from freshman Mason Tucker. 

For the pieces “Shiny Stockings” by Frank Foster, 
“Teach Me Tonight” arranged by Dave Wolpe and “Ev-
eryday I Have the Blues” arranged by Roger Holmes, 
Goods introduced vocalist Tara Gozaydin, who wore a 
gorgeous sparkling black fringe dress and had a stun-
ning jazzy voice that echoed through the concert hall. 

Goods welcomed everyone in the audience to dance 
with their partners and friends in front of  the stage to 
the jazz tunes. 

One of  the members of  the audience shared that 
she used to play jazz herself  but now watches the per-
formances from the other side. 

“Jazz is such a beautiful genre,” she said. “It is so 
powerful and makes you feel so good.”

The next URI Big Band concert will be Dec. 4, 
when the band will collaborate with the URI Orchestra 
to perform a jazz versus classical version of  “The Nut-
cracker.” For more information on events and tickets, 
visit the music department’s website. 
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Letter to the Editor: The return to live theatre
I wrote a poem in the summer of  

2020 that basically encapsulated how I 
felt about saying goodbye to live theatre 
until who-knows-when. I’ll admit, I can 
see now that I was being a bit dramatic 
about this, but what kind of  actor would 
I be if  I wasn’t dramatic. Revisiting it, 
now that I was given the honor to rein-
troduce live theatre to the University of  
Rhode Island community, is a very cool 
full-circle moment for me. Here’s some 
of  the end of  my poem:

“Until then we can dream / And 
create / And hope for a day when the 
undeniable artistry / Will make us cry / 
And laugh / And sing / And appreciate 
more than before / Because I won’t ex-
ist if  you don’t / And you can’t exist if  
we don’t. / Until I can love you again, 
Theatre.”

I think I was right when I said that 
we’ll appreciate it more than ever be-
fore, at least for me. During one of  our 
blocking rehearsals in J Studio, before 
most of  the set was even built, I remem-
ber doing act one with just the bare plat-
forms on the ground and a couple black 
curtains hung up behind us. I think that 
was the day it hit me that we were put-
ting on a live show for a live audience 
again. The energy in J Studio that night 
was absolutely unmatched. The jokes 
had been funnier than before, we found 
things in our characters that we hadn’t 

before, and overall just played in the 
space more. 

I got emotional, remembering, “Oh 
yeah! This is what it was like to do what 
I love.” So from that rehearsal until clos-
ing, I would tell myself  to breathe it all 
in, give it my all, and enjoy every last 
second of  it.

However, I’d be lying if  I said that I 
wasn’t nervous as hell half  the time. Be-
ing in a room with about 100 people in it 
after a year-and-a-half  of  not being in a 
room with 20 people, let alone 100, was a 
daunting thing to think about (especial-
ly being unmasked). Even if  COVID-19 
wasn’t a problem, a reintroduction to 
crowds that big after a year-and-a-half  
is a very anxiety-inducing thing. 

Thankfully, the medical precautions 
we took really calmed down my asth-
mathic, anxiety-ridden self. By the time 

opening night came around, I could 
easily just take a deep breath, “turn on 
ease” as acting instructor Jeff  Church 
likes to tell us, forget about everything 
outside of  “Silent Sky,” and calmly walk 
on stage to deliver “Heaven’s up there, 
they say.” 

I think the fun routines the cast and 

crew had before every show helped as 
well; we’d toss around a tennis ball, play 
music in the dressing rooms, do warm-
ups together, share candy and joke 
around in the actor’s lobby (once every-
one was in costume and ready to go of  
course).

This show is very special to me be-
cause it kind of  bookends my college 
“COVID-19” experience. I found this 
play while looking for monologues for 
an acting class in my sophomore year 
and almost performed the “discovery” 

monologue that Henrietta has at the 
end of  act one. Little did I know that live 
theatre would be put on pause my soph-
omore year, and even less so that I would 
be performing that exact monologue on 
a stage in front of  people two years from 
then. Keeping that “discovery” moment 
new every night was a fun challenge. 
Saying those lines and tapping the piano 
keys in front of  an audience was a thrill-
ing experience that sent chills down my 
spine every time. I couldn’t believe that 
I was doing it.

From the first read through, to the 
first full run in J Studio, to the first tech 
rehearsal, to opening night, to our first 
standing O, to the last bow on last Sun-
day afternoon, I think I speak for the 
entire company and creative team on 
this show when I say that the last cou-
ple lines of  my poem are true. We cried, 
and laughed, and sang, and applauded, 
and enjoyed ourselves, and appreciated 
it more than ever before, because we as 
artists can’t exist if  theatre doesn’t, and 
theatre can’t exist if  we don’t. It was an 
unforgettable experience to get to do 
what we love again after 18 months of  
being “afar, but not apart,” as the char-
acters Henrietta and Peter would say.

- Carleigh Boyle ‘22
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URI’s Jazz Big Band plays songs tributing Count Basie and Duke Ellington Orchestras. 
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“I got emotional, remembering, 
‘Oh yeah! This is what it was like to do 

what I love.’”
- Carleigh Boyle ‘22

Concert features tributes to Count Basie and Duke Ellington Orchestras



Harry Styles ‘Love on Tour’: 
Concert or fashion show?

Claudia Stepien | Contributing Reporter

A lack of  live music was a “sign of  the times” 
for the last year and a half, but as COVID-19 re-
strictions are being changed and lifted, people are 
getting “golden” opportunities to see their favorite 
musicians in person again.

Harry Styles’ “Love on Tour” concert in Bos-
ton took place at TD Garden on Oct. 25, after be-
ing pushed back over a year due to COVID-19 re-
strictions. Masks and either proof  of  vaccination or 
proof  of  a negative COVID-19 test were required, 
but I was still wary about attending. In the end, the 
worrying was useless, as almost everyone had their 
masks on and the only sore throats at the concert 
were from screaming Styles’ songs.

I’ve been to two One Direction concerts, with 
my first having been when I was in middle school, 
so it was nice to be reunited with Styles as a college 
student almost a decade later.

I went to the concert with my best friend and 
years of  concert inexperience made us forget how 
concerts work. We anticipated long lines and showed 
up seven hours early, ready to sit and play card games 
while we waited. Turns out, the gates didn’t open un-
til two hours before the start time, so we just explored 
the city during the time we had to spare.

When the gates did finally open, we went to our 
seats in the way back, the nosebleeds as one might 
say, but the concert was still amazing from up there. 
Jenny Lewis was the opener, and although I’d never 
heard of  her, I still really enjoyed her performance. 
Her music reminded me of  Fleetwood Mac or Kac-
ey Musgraves; twangy, feel-good country music.

In the middle of  her performance, she got a 
phone call from a vintage dial-up phone on stage 
from her dog backstage, then transitioned to her 
song “Puppy and a Truck.” The skit was super fun 
and I really liked her setlist; my favorite of  her songs 
was “Head Underwater.”

After a brief  intermission, an audio recording 
from Styles played, reminding everyone to mask up 

and have fun, then he came on stage singing “Gold-
en.” He played songs from primarily his second al-
bum, “Fine Line,” but also included a few from his 
first self-titled album, including one of  my favorites, 
“Woman.” 

“She,” “Sunflower, Vol. 6” and “Sign of  the 
Times” were also wonderful to watch. There was the 
typical cheesy concert moment during “Sign of  the 
Times” where everyone put their flashlights on and 
swayed back and forth to the music. The venue lit up 
beautifully, reminding me of  the scene from “Tan-
gled” where they released sky lanterns over the vil-
lage. During this song, I went down to the floor level 
to get some pictures of  Styles up close and managed 
to see the lights enchantingly reflect off of  a disco 
ball over the venue. 

Styles is known for his fashionable style, utilizing 
bright colors and his signature suspender and blouse 
look, and he did not disappoint that night. He wore a 
white blouse and blue pants with suspenders, and al-
though he looked amazing, it was a little boring and I 
was more impressed with the outfits of  the audience. 

People went all out for the concert, donning glit-
ter, cow print and bright colors, especially pink. The 
unspoken dress code for most people seemed to be a 
funky pair of  1970s inspired flare pants, a cute black 
or white crop top, a leather jacket and either a color-
ful cowboy hat, Mardi Gras style-beads or a feather 
boa. I was one of  the many who unknowingly fit the 
dress code, and although there were so many people 
with similar outfits, I still felt really happy with the 
trendy look. 

One of  Styles’ slogans is “treat people with kind-
ness,” and it’s obvious that his fans practice this man-
tra as well. Compliments were given out like candy 
on Halloween, liberally and gleefully. I both heard 
and said “I love your outfit” more than I ever have in 
my life and it was a wonderful feeling. 

Overall, it was a magical experience. The venue was 
filled with strangers but it was still such a comforting envi-
ronment, with great vibes, great people and great music. 
“Love on Tour” was both a concert and a fashion show, 
and that made the show so much more memorable.
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Halloween Hullabloo 
blends live music, 
spooky spirit
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

A shortage of  costumes, mu-
sic and spooky atmosphere was 
not an issue at Pump House Mu-
sic Works’ first annual Halloween 
Hullabaloo show last Saturday.

The show was held at the 
rustic and cozy location in Wake-
field, right near the University of  
Rhode Island Kingston Campus 
and featured four local bands. 
The entry fee was $10 and proof  
of  vaccination was required for 
all guests. Pizza, chips, candy and 
different beverages were provided 
as well. 

The atmosphere was perfect 
for a night of  listening to music. 
The outside patio seating area 
was complete with a campfire to 
stay warm, and the inside had 
nicely dimmed lighting. The seat-
ing area where food was served 
was brighter than the room where 
the music was played, but still had 
television screens broadcasting 
the show from the other room so 
that a minute wouldn’t be missed. 

Concert-goers were also en-
couraged to wear their Hallow-
een costumes, and there was no 
shortage of  creativity, from peo-
ple dressed as the Mystery Gang 
from “Scooby-Doo,” to all differ-
ent types of  animals, to 1970s dis-
co queens who looked straight out 
of  an ABBA music video. 

The first band that per-
formed was People Eating Plastic, 
a trio that describes themselves 
as falling into the “decrepit-jazz” 
category. The band consists of  
guitarist Jason Gillooly, bassist 
Benjamin Schuy and drummer 
Wesley Evans. They played pieces 
that were instrumental and per-
fect for lovers of  punk, emo and 
alternative music. 

The second band to perform 
was the Grizzlies, a campus-fa-
vorite band among students that 
was formed in 2017 and original-
ly based out of  URI. The band 
played a selection of  songs with 
an alternative funk feel. The band 
consists of  five members, vocalist 
Cynthia Munrayos, guitarist Josh 
Zenil, bassist Mike Villani, key-
boardist Emily Iwuc and drum-

mer Harrison Dolan. 
The third performers were 

Smug Honey, a four-piece formed 
in 2018, made up of  keyboardist 
and saxophone player Kyle Taka-
ta, guitarist and trumpet player 
Luca Simeone, bassist George 
Richter and drummer Sam Mc-
Carthy. Smug Honey also falls 
into the alternative indie funk 
and jazz category, similarly to 
Grizzlies. 

Finally, The Naticks per-
formed. They are a garage-rock 
five-piece that was formed in 
Rhode Island in 2007. The 
band members include vocalist 
Telli Quinn, guitarist Ross Ma-
cAndrew, bassist Drew Croll, 
keyboardist and vocalist Chris 
Capuano and drummer Nick 
Powers. 

Each band played about a 
four-song setlist, and the entire 
event lasted around three hours. 

Smug Honey didn’t let the 
COVID-19 pandemic get in their 
way of  continuing to perform as 
a local band. 

“We played quite a bit this 
summer because we were all in 
Rhode Island,” Takata said. “I’m 
in Boston now so there’s a little 
gap and it’s been a little tough, 
but we played this show and we’ve 
practiced together in Boston a 
couple of  times. I’d say right now 
it’s hard being a long distance 
band but over the summer we 
were playing once or twice a week 
as a second job.” 

They also spoke about how 
indoor music shows are coming 
back with new vaccine require-
ments. 

“All summer we played 
outdoor gigs, so there were no 
masks,” Simeone said. “We did 
another show at Pump House in 
late August and I think that was 
one of  the first indoor shows at 
the Pump House in two years or 
so, so we’ve been getting back into 
it.” 

With indoor shows return-
ing with winter coming soon, the 
Pump House is a great location 
for students to experience music 
local once again. Schedules for 
shows can be found on the Pump 
House Music Works website. 
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Acclaimed pop artist Harry Styles made his way to Boston last month in front of a fashionable crowd at TD Garden. 
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Volleyball drops weekend series 
Tori Frank | Contributing Reporter

After a long four-game road trip, the 
University of  Rhode Island Volleyball 
team returned to Keaney Gymnasium 
this past weekend to host Duquesne Uni-
versity and the University of  Dayton. 

Unfortunately, the two games didn’t 
go in their favor. 

In the first game of  the weekend on 
Friday, the Rams dropped a close five-set 
match to Duquesne. 

Service errors were the story of  the 
first set between the two teams. Seven 
service errors during the first 21 points 
allowed the visitors to pick up an early 
11-10, but an 8-2 run by the Rams in 
the middle of  the set helped them come 
away with the 25-15 victory.

The second set caught Rhody by 
surprise as Duquesne came out with an 
early lead of  10-4. Rhody tried to make 
a comeback, but it was hard to overcome 
as Duquesne won the second set 25-17 to 
tie the match at one set apiece.   

Both teams were neck-and-neck 
throughout the third set, as neither sep-
arated themselves by more than two 
points. Rhody eventually broke away 
with a 24-22 lead after redshirt junior 
Tori Britton earned a kill, and freshman 
Grace Hammond earned another point 
off  a service ace. Needing to hold strong 
on defense, Duquesne rallied and went 
on a 5-1 run to win the third set.  

The Rams continued to put up a 
fight in the fourth set as they used an-
other scoring run to send the game to a 
decisive fifth set. 

The fifth set was another close bat-
tle as there were seven ties and two lead 
changes between the two teams. Unfor-
tunately, Rhody couldn’t string together 
another scoring run in time and fell to 
Duquesne in the final set. 

Although URI did not get the out-
come they wanted, graduate student Ja-
mie Smith had her first double-double 
of  the season, recording a team-high 20 
kills and adding 13 digs. Behind her was 
sophomore Brynne Wright with 16 kills 
and senior Mariah Paulette with eight 
kills and five blocks.

The following day, the team hosted 
first-place Dayton in a game that Rhode 
Island Volleyball Coach Angel Agu and 
her players knew would be a battle. Sim-
ilar to their matchup two weeks prior, the 
Rams fell to Dayton in four sets.  

There was still something worth cel-
ebrating during the game. Early in the 
first set, senior Ella Ratzloff  got the two 
digs that she needed to become the pro-
gram’s all-time dig leader. 

“I just love my team, honestly this is 
like the most fun I’ve ever had,” Ratzl-
off  said. “And my mom’s here too, and 
I know she was going to want to watch 
that.” 

To put Ratzloff ’s feat into further 
perspective, she did not become the 

team’s full-time libero until her sopho-
more season and dealt with an abbrevi-
ated junior season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The Rams came out swinging in the 
first set, winning 25-14, but the Flyers 
took all the momentum away from the 
Rams, winning the next three sets to take 
the victory. Although the game didn’t go 
in their favor, Agu was proud of  how her 
team performed against the best oppo-
nent in the conference. 

“Coming in being fearless, they’re 

gonna make mistakes, they’re gonna 
make great kills,” Agu said. “Dayton is 
a high-caliber team, an NCAA Tourna-
ment team, and I think the biggest thing 
was to just move on to the next play.”

Agu and the Rams return home this 
weekend for three games against teams 
in the top half  of  the conference stand-
ings. They’ll welcome Virginia Com-
monwealth University on Friday at 5 
p.m. followed by afternoon matchups on 
Saturday and Sunday against Davidson 
and Saint Louis. 
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Zulkofske, Vidal highlight solid 
weekend at A-10 Championships
Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island 
Men’s and Women’s Cross Country 
teams traveled to Cedarville, Ohio this 
past weekend to compete in the Atlantic 
10 Championship meet. 

Despite some strong individual per-
formances, the men and women finished 
eighth and 11th respectively in the con-

ference meet.
On the men’s side, senior captain Eric 

Zulkofske was the top finisher for Rhody, 
finishing 21st out of  127. His teammate, 
junior Ben Fleischer finished shortly after 
him in 30th and fellow junior Cole Baker 
rounded out the top 50 for the Rams in 
49th place. 

Senior Jonathan Wahl finished be-
hind them in 60th place in his first At-

lantic 10 Championship meet and fellow 
seniors Tyler Rubush and Kellen Waters 
also finished in the top 100 for the Rams. 
Unfortunately, these performances were 
only strong enough to secure eighth place 
in the meet as conference foe La Salle 
went on to take the men’s title.

Assistant Coach Brian Doyle felt as 
though this was indicative of  how much 
the conference has grown, rather than 
showing a lack of  progress from the 
Rhody teams. 

“If  you look at our times, this was ac-
tually our best race of  the year,” Doyle 
said. “I think it just shows how much bet-
ter this conference is now.”

As for the women, injuries and illness 
were the story behind the Rams finishing 
11th.

In terms of  top finishers, the youth 
of  this team shined through once more, 
with sophomore Corinna Vidal finishing 
tops for Rhody in 35th place. Senior Ni-
cole Cassavell followed behind her to fin-
ish 50th and sophomore Brynne Wright 
rounded out the Rhody top three with a 
52nd place finish.

Unfortunately, freshman Madeline 
Till, who has been a top two finisher for 
Rhody all year, finished in 58th, as she 
had been battling illness prior to the 
meet. The same was the case for senior 
Becca Durham and freshman Sophia 
Piccone, who finished 86th and 92nd, re-

spectively. 
Head Coach Laurie Feit-Melnick 

was honest and expressed her disappoint-
ment in the result for the women.

“I am not going to lie to you, we 
wanted to do better,” Feit-Melnick said. 
“Unfortunately, some of  our girls have 
been sick these last few weeks, and it re-
ally hurt us. There were still some great 
individual performances, though.”

The road does not end at the At-
lantic 10 Championships for either side, 
though, as the NCAA Regional Champi-
onships await them this weekend. Doyle 
sees this as an opportunity to finish the 
season strong. 

“The good thing is we are improv-
ing every race,” Doyle said. “If  we can 
continue doing that, we can get some 
good results in the regionals and NCAA 
Championships.”

Feit-Melnick feels similarly, claim-
ing the Rams can finish the season on a 
high note as long as illness does not affect 
them from this point on.

“I just think we have had some bad 
luck with people being sick,” Feit-Mel-
nick said. “If  we can have everybody 
healthy for these last two meets, I’m con-
fident we can do well.”

The Rams will get this weekend off 
before returning to the course to prepare 
for the upcoming NCAA Northeast Re-
gional on Nov. 12 in Boston. 
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 Volleyball began their five-game homestand with a pair of losses this past weekend. 
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Eric Zulkofske continued his streak of top finishes for the Rhody men this past weekend, finishing in 21st out 
of 127 runners. PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com



Men’s Soccer lock up two seed in loss at No. 10 Saint Louis

Steven Calise | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode 
Island’s Men’s Soccer team 
closed out the regular season 
Saturday with a 3-1 loss to No. 
10 Saint Louis University. 

Only 20 minutes into the 
game, Saint Louis’s Simon Be-
cher scored the first goal of  the 
night, putting Billikens ahead 
1-0. 

Later in the half, the Rams 
committed a foul inside the 
box, giving the Billikens anoth-
er opportunity to add to their 
lead. At the penalty spot, mid-
fielder Kipp Keller fired a shot 
past goalkeeper Stefan Schmidt 
to make it 2-0 Saint Louis head-
ing into halftime. 

The early deficit forced the 
Rams to play a heavily defen-
sive game. 

“Saint Louis is a tough 
team to play against,” defender 
Zach Drayer said. “They have 
a very distinct play style that is 
tough to stop.”

The second half  was much 
of  the same for URI as they 

continued to fight for scoring 
chances while playing heavi-
ly defensive. The defense held 
up until a bad pass by Jordan 
Koudah left Saint Louis mid-
fielder John Klein free with a 
one-on-one opportunity against 
Schmidt. Klein took two touch-
es before firing a shot past 
Schmidt to make it 3-0. 

It wasn’t until less than five 
minutes left in regulation time 
that the Rams scored. Billikens 
defender Chase Niese commit-
ted a foul, giving URI’s Patrick 
Agyemang a chance to end 
Saint Louis’ shutout. Agyemang 
put it past Saint Louis’ Patrick 
Schulte and cut their deficit to 
3-1. 

This was not enough to 
spark a comeback as time ran 
out in regulation, marking just 
the second time the Rams have 
lost in conference play this sea-
son.  

With some help from Ford-
ham, Rhode Island secured the 
No. 2 seed in the conference 
tournament after they played a 
1-1 draw against Saint Joseph’s. 

Despite securing the No. 2 seed 
in the loss, Rhode Island Men’s 
Soccer Coach Gareth Elliott 
wasn’t pleased with his team’s 
performance.  

“It wasn’t our best game,” 
Elliott said. “Saint Louis was 
not letting us do what we want-
ed to do on offense.”

Elliott commended the 
team’s fight throughout the en-
tirety of  the game, however.

“One of  the things I ask for 
is for them to compete for 90 
minutes, and they did just that. 
A team that quits, you’d see 
them lose by five, six or seven 
goals,” he said.

Up next, the team takes 
on Davidson in the quarterfi-
nal round of  the A-10 Tourna-
ment. Despite a 2-1 loss to the 
Wildcats earlier in the season, 
Drayer is optimistic that the 
team will put out a better per-
formance this weekend. 

“Our confidence has not 
been shaken by this loss and 
now this is the playoffs, where 
all the magic happens,” Drayer 
said. “We’re ready to go against 

Davidson and ready to give 
them payback. This is an ex-
citing opportunity to do some-
thing amazing.”

According to Drayer, one 
of  the most important things 
that the team needs to do is 
play well on defense. 

“Defensive solidity is im-

portant, especially for the play-
offs and terrorizing them on of-
fense as well,” he said. “Never 
forget why we do what we do.”

These two teams will kick 
off  this Saturday at 7 p.m. 
at the URI Soccer Complex. 
The game can be streamed on 
ESPN+. 
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When it rains it pours: Skid continues for Rhody football
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

It’s been a season of  extremes for the University of  Rhode Island Football 
team.

Rhody now finds themselves at a low point, dropping their third straight game 
of  the season by a score of  45-24 against Maine on Saturday.

After yet another loss, URI Head Coach Jim Fleming talked about how frus-
trating his team’s play has been the last three weeks.

“You’ve got to get sick and 
tired of  being sick and tired 
at some point in time,” Flem-
ing said. “We’ve been playing 
kind of  gross for the last several 
weeks.”

Going in, the Rams had 
lost in two lopsided matchups 
on the road against Towson and 
Villanova, where they were de-
feated by a combined score of  
72-7. Looking for a spark on of-
fense, Fleming decided to give 
the starting nod at quarterback 
to Brandon “Pop” Robinson 
over Kasim Hill, who had start-
ed every game to that point.

“We felt, when you look 
back at the Villanova game, he 
was deserving of  a start,” Flem-
ing said. “He moved the team 
pretty effectively when he was 
in there versus Villanova.”

After a slow start that 
showed Robinson only complet-
ing one pass, Hill was put back 
in at quarterback. He immedi-
ately found Paul Woods on a 22-
yard touchdown reception, get-
ting them in scoring range which eventually led to a CJ Carrick 39-yard field goal. 

Despite the switch, not much changed for Rhody in the first half. The Black 
Bears scored touchdowns on their first three possessions, leading 24-3 after the first 
30 minutes of  play.

The start of  the second half  brought about a much different Rams team. Right 
out of  the gate, Hill found Woods on a career-long 68-yard touchdown pass to 
make it a two-score game.

Just three plays later, Maine quarterback Derek Robertson threw a pass down 
the sideline that was wrestled away and intercepted by freshman cornerback Fred-

erick Mallay, the first of  his career. 
On the next drive, Hill completed a third down pass on the run to Ed Lee for 

34 yards. Rhody capped the seven-play, 55-yard drive off  with a Jalen Smith 3-yard 
touchdown catch, cutting the lead to 24-17.

After a pair of  punts, the Black Bears extended their lead back to two scores 
when Robertson threw for his third touchdown pass of  the game. This set a new 
career high for the redshirt freshman, finishing the game with four in total.

Rhody quickly bounced back on their next drive. Facing fourth and long to 
start the fourth quarter, Hill converted on a big pass down the middle to tight end 

Caleb Warren for 26 yards. The Rams 
faced another fourth down a few plays 
later near the goal line. After a drop 
three plays earlier, Warren redeemed 
himself  with a 5-yard touchdown catch 
to make it 31-24 Black Bears. 

Maine added another touchdown 
before the wheels completely fell off  for 
URI. On a second-and-10 play from 
their own 24-yard line, Hill was sacked 
and lost his helmet, which sparked a 
heated confrontation between both 
teams. Rhody was handed two person-
al fouls when the dust cleared, push-
ing them back 15 yards before an un-
sportsmanlike conduct penalty on Hill 
pushed them back inside their own 
5-yard line.

“That was a weird, weird deal that 
happened to Kasim,” Fleming said. 
“They were almost like, mugging him.”

Rhody was unable to overcome 
their field position, and Maine put 
away the game with a score with under 
five minutes remaining in the game to 
make it 45-24. What once looked like 
a game that could come down to the 

wire quickly, became yet another lopsid-
ed Rams loss.

“We’ll take another good look at ourselves,” Fleming said. “It’s just disappoint-
ing, because I think that was a winnable game.”

Even with their struggles, Fleming still believes that this season could turn 
out to be a success for a program that has not reached the playoffs for over three 
decades.

“If  we’re able to go ahead and win the next three, then you got eight wins and 
that’s a phenomenal season for the University of  Rhode Island,” he said. 

Rhody hopes to get back on track Saturday when they travel to visit the Univer-
sity of  Massachusetts Minutemen. Kickoff  is scheduled for 3:30 p.m.

SPORTS

The high-powered St. Louis’ offense proved to be too much for the Rams to control in 
their 3-1 loss last Saturday. PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com

A second half comeback wasn’t enough as Rhody dropped their third straight game of the season to Maine. 
PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com



Men’s, Women’s Basketball ready for 2021-22 season 
Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

Basketball season is officially here, and, this year, it 
will be in front of  fans. 

Last week, fans and the media heard from both 
the University of  Rhode Island Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball teams at Atlantic 10 Media Day about their 
hopes for the upcoming season and being able to play 
in front of  a crowd again. 

“The Ryan Center is an intimate setting,” Rhode 
Island Women’s Basketball Coach Tammi Reiss said. 
“To play with no one [in the stands] was difficult, so we 
are very excited to get people on the sidelines and give 
them some excitement.” 

The Rhody women are coming off  a breakout sea-
son under reigning A-10 Coach of  the Year Tammi Re-
iss that saw them finish fourth in the Atlantic 10 with 
a record of  11-8. Unfortunately, this stellar season fell 
short when the Rams lost to VCU in the first game of  
the Atlantic 10 Tournament. 

Picked to finish second in the conference this sea-
son, the team is in the unusual position of  having a 
target on their backs. This is due to the mix of  transfers 
and returning players that Reiss has on the roster. 

One of  the key players returning for the Rams is 
A-10 Co-Player of  the Year Emmanuelle Tahane, who 
averaged 15 points and 10 rebounds per game last year. 
Tahane, picked onto the Preseason All-Conference 
First Team, felt she improved her game in the offseason 
by extending her range.

“I worked on moves facing the basket in the off-
season,” Tahane said. “I worked a lot on threes and 
scoring from anywhere.”

The Rams also return guard Marta Vargas, soph-
omore sniper Catherine Cairns and versatile wing Ma-
rie-Paule Foppossi, who made a Preseason All-Confer-
ence Second Team.

To add to this solid core, Reiss added a number 
of  players from the transfer portal. Chanell Williams 
(Providence), Anna Dremaine (Texas A&M), Dez El-
more (Seton Hall) and Rebecca Demeke (North Caroli-

na State) will all make their de-
buts in Keaney blue this season. 

Elmore, picked on the 
All-Conference Third Team, av-
eraged 17 points, nine rebounds 
and three assists for the Pirates 
last year and has scored over 
1,000 points during her career. 

“Dez is just a hooper,” Reiss 
said. “She just loves playing bas-
ketball and she’s just one of  the 
new additions to this core that 
we have that we expect to con-
tribute a lot for us.”

The URI men’s team was 
picked to finish seventh in the 
conference this upcoming sea-
son after struggling last season, 
finishing 10-15 and 7-10 in At-
lantic 10 play. On top of  all of  
that, Rhody will be without one 
of  the best to ever don Keaney 
Blue this year; former Rams 
point guard Fatts Russell decid-
ed to use his fifth year of  eligibility to transfer to the 
University of  Maryland. 

Head Coach David Cox has not changed his goals 
for the Rams despite the loss of  Russell and believes he 
has guys in his locker room that can fill that gap.

“Our goal is still to win an Atlantic 10 Champion-
ship and earn an NCAA Tournament bid,” Cox said. 
“That goal never changed. We have a talented group 
this year. I love Fatts and wish him the best of  luck, 
but my focus is here and on winning with the guys we 
have.”

Some of  those key returners that will be looking to 
fill the gap this year are graduate student Jeremy Shep-
pard, sophomores Makhel and Makhi Mitchell and red-
shirt junior Antwan Walker. Sheppard was selected to 
the Preseason All-Conference Third Team after finish-
ing as the team’s second leading scorer last year, while 

Mahkel was picked for the All-Defensive team. The 
Rams also added Ball State University transfer Ishmael 
El-Amin. The fifth-year player averaged 16 points per 
game for the Cardinals, and Cox expects him to be a 
key scorer and leader for the Rams.

Cox praised his leaders, citing their experience as a 
key reason for why they expect success in 2021-22. 

“We have some guys who went through the ringer 
last year, and they know what it takes to not feel what 
we felt last year,” Cox said. “[El-Amin] has also been a 
great leader for us so far, and we are going to depend on 
him to control the pace and get us big buckets.”

The men’s team kick off  their season in a home ex-
hibition game against Division III Johnson and Wales 
University tonight at 7 p.m. The women’s team kick 
off  their season a few days later when they travel to 
Dartmouth to face the Big Green on Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
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Women’s Soccer season ends in heartbreaking double 
overtime loss 
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

A landmark season has final-
ly come to a close.

On Saturday, the University 
of  Rhode Island Women’s Soccer 
team traveled to St. Louis for the 
Atlantic 10 Tournament quar-
terfinals, ultimately falling 3-2 in 
double overtime to the team they 
beat just a week prior.

Although it was not the re-
sult the team wanted, Rhode Is-
land Head Coach Megan Jessee 
recognized the season was a step 
in the right direction for the pro-
gram.

“There’s a lot of  positives 
to take [away]” Jessee said. “It’s 
been a long time since this team 
has been in the postseason, so 
just the experience of  getting 
there and playing in a postseason 
game is huge for the future.”

The Rams concluded their 
season with a 6-9-2 overall record 
and a 5-4-1 conference record, 
finishing sixth in the conference. 

Against the Billikens in the 

quarterfinal round, Rhody was 
on the scoreboard first. Shortly 
after the second half  kicked off, 
junior forward Claire Ross had 
the whole field to her-
self  after a corner kick 
and raced towards 
Saint Louis territory. 
She got all the way 
to the box and fired a 
shot into the far post 
to make it a 1-0 game.

Ross, who scored 
the game-winning 
goal in their Oct. 
24 matchup against 
the Billikens, has 
been a key presence 
throughout the sea-
son, even after battling 
through injuries and a 
COVID-19-shortened 
sophomore campaign.

“Ever since she 
came in, [she’s been] really sol-
id this year [and] ready to go,” 
Jessee said. “To get your first two 
career goals in such huge games 
was awesome for us.”

Rhody held onto the lead 

until the 85th minute, when the 
Billikens’ Brionna Halverson 
snuck the ball in the corner of  
the goal to knot the game up at 

one. That effort was enough to 
send the game into extra time. 

Both teams were still tied 
up after the first overtime peri-
od, but Saint Louis put away the 
game for good just three minutes 

into the second overtime period. 
Hannah Friedrich connected 
with a leaping Lyndsey Heckel 
on a corner kick. Heckel’s ball 

ricocheted into the 
post and into the back 
of  the net to make 
it 2-1 and send URI 
home.

“It’s unfortunate 
the way it happened 
for us,” goalkeeper 
Faith Hutchins said. 
“We just got to learn 
at the end of  games 
how to manage the 
time and perform.”

Even with those 
two late miscues, 
Hutchins put up an-
other solid perfor-
mance to cap off her 
sophomore season. 
The South Kings-

town-native recorded nine saves, 
the second-highest total in her 
career.

“She’s been very solid all 
year; can’t say enough about 
her,” Jessee said. “I’m excited for 

her future as well.”
One area of  improvement 

the team will likely look back 
upon is their play on the road. 
Although the Rams held a 5-2-
1 home record this season, they 
only fared 1-7-1 on the road after 
Saturday’s loss, much to the dis-
may of  Hutchins.

“I’m not saying we per-
formed terribly on road games, 
because that’s not true,” she said. 
“It’s just, we didn’t get the results 
we wanted.”

This season was a sign of  
progress for the program. With 
a full offseason to recover and 
a young roster to build around, 
Jessee believes her team has the 
potential to be even better over 
the next several years.

“We graduated four seniors-- 
four seniors who have contrib-
uted a ton to our program,” she 
said. “Ultimately, we have a very 
good core coming back, the ma-
jority of  the team is, and we have 
some good freshmen coming in 
next year. We’re pretty excited, 
but it’s all about development.” 
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After holding a 1-0 lead early in the second half, women’s soccer were 
stunned by two late St. Louis goals last Saturday. 
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Emmanuelle Tahane is expected to be one of the top players in the A-10 this season. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Alan Hubbard


