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Health Services 
sees unprecedented 
demand due to flu
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

An increase in viral illnesses on and off campus has led the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island’s Health Services to deal with unprecedented 
demands, as more students than ever before have gone to them looking 
for treatment.

On Nov. 1, Health Services sent a message to students saying they 
had “opened as many appointments as possible each day.” Yet students 
were still experiencing a several day waiting period to receive care, ac-
cording to the email. 

The email said the majority of  sick patients were positive for in-
fluenza, sharing common symptoms like respiratory issues, fever and 
worsening cough. 

Ellen Reynolds, director of  Health Services, attributed many of  
these cases to “Halloweek” activities.

“Likely, it was a product of  some social gatherings for Halloween 
and some activities that might have put more people together,” Reyn-
olds said. 

Health Services adopted an “all hands on deck” approach to com-
bat the strain on resources. Reynolds said that additional staff and ca-
pacity were needed to care for each student’s separate needs.

Although upticks in illness are common as the weather changes, 
influenza typically worsens in the colder months following URI’s win-
ter break, according to Reynolds. She said that these cases hit campus 
earlier than expected.

“It’s very early,” she said. “A lot of  our population may not have 
received a flu vaccine yet, or were in progress, so they might not have 
had some of  the protection that they had in previous years.” 

Dr. Chris Nasin, the medical director of  Health Services, explained 
that the COVID-19 pandemic has played a role in protecting our im-
mune systems for the past 20 months.

“We’ve been wearing masks for a year and a half  now, so our im-
mune systems haven’t seen a lot of  viral activity,” he said. “Now we 
get back into communal and social environments, and all the usual 
[illnesses] come back.”

URI’s increase in flu cases comes alongside a country-wide trend. 
Ambulatory and respiratory care has skyrocketed in the United States 
since the beginning of  this fall, according to Nasin. 

Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

Asynchronous work, Zoom classes, office hours 
or a complete day off to get work done were all op-
tions suggested to support a “Catch Up Day” the 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving. 

Last week, faculty and students at the Universi-
ty of  Rhode Island received an email from the Fac-
ulty Senate executive committee, Interim Provost 
Laura Beauvais and President Marc Parlange about 
Nov. 24. 

This day, according to the email, is a special 
type of  workday where professors have the option 

to spend the day how they see fit. The day allows 
professors to hold office hours, deliver class synchro-
nously or asynchronously or not hold class at all to 
allow students productive time.

One important distinction that has been made 
clear by both Beauvais and Faculty Senate President 
Audrey Cardany is that all classes are not formally 
canceled on Wednesday. It is up to each individual 
professor how they chose to spend this day. 

“I have a feeling that a number of  faculty and 
students thought that message said that we canceled 
classes, but we did not cancel 
classes,” Beauvais said. “We left 
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From chemist to dean: The path to Rhody
New graduate school dean hopes to increase support systems
Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

When Brenton DeBoef  was living 
in New York and studying for his Ph.D. 
in chemistry at Columbia University, he 
decided to take a road trip to Newport, 
Rhode Island with his wife.

On their way, they decided to take a 

small detour to drive through the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island’s Kingston campus. 
He had never been to Rhode Island before, 
coming from a childhood defined by farm 
life in Iowa.

“That’s the kind of  place that I could 
end up at,” DeBoef  thought to himself  at 
that moment, driving down Route 138 and 
seeing southern Rhode Island for the first 

time. 
It is all too ironic that DeBoef  would 

end up at URI just a few years later, taking 
on the role of  associate professor. 

“  I canceled a bunch of  other inter-
views that I had after I got the offer from 
URI because I was just really excited about 
coming here,” DeBoef  said. “I thought I'd 
kind of  be the right style of  place.” 

After working at the University as sole-
ly a professor for approximately 14 years, 
DeBoef  became associate dean of  the 
Graduate School, a position he held for a 
year, and ultimately took over as interim 
dean when former-Dean Nasser Zawia 
stepped down in 2020. 

In June, the Univer-
sity informed the com-

URI Transportation constructs new parking lot near Plains
Lot aims to ease traffic issues, produce solar energy
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

To combat the traffic caused by parking con-
gestion at the University of  Rhode Island, a new 
parking lot will be built on campus by the fall 2022 
semester. 

Abigail Rider, the vice president of  the Division 

of  Administration and Finance, said that the new lot 
will be located across from the current lot on Plains 
Road, and will add about 415 new spots on campus. 
The decision has not yet been made whether or not 
this lot will be available to students.

“This is sort of  our last safety net for the cam-
pus, so that at the beginning of  
the semester when everybody 
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20 months due to pandemic

PAGE 2 • @rhodycigar

‘Catch-up Day’ - Continued from Page 1

NOVEMBER 18, 2021

Why The Cigar?
The University of  Rhode Island’s 
student news organization takes its 
tongue-in-cheek name from a com-
ment made by Woodrow Wilson’s 
Vice President, Thomas Marshall, 
while addressing the US Senate. 
Though the exact context of  Mar-
shall’s comment “what this country 
needs is a good five-cent cigar,” 
has been lost over the years, we, as 
URI’s news organization, strive to 
emulate our quirky name and give 
just what this campus needs.

Kate LeBlanc  Editor-in-Chief
Nicole Wagner  Managing Editor
Jason Phillips  News Editor
Adam Zangari News Editor
Kayla Laguerre-Lewis  
Entertainment Editor
James Singer Photo Editor
Aniekan Okon Sports Editor
Imani Fleming Newscast Editor
Leah Popovic Web Editor
Mary Lind Production Manager
Zach Austin Staff Reporter
Erin Brown Staff Reporter
Liz Fusco Staff Reporter
Juliana Lepore Staff Reporter
Ashlyn Messier Staff Reporter
Kyle Standing Staff Reporter
Greg Clark Staff Photographer 
Melissa Marchese Staff Photographer
Siobhan Richards Staff Photographer
Morgan Maleonskie 
Social Media Coordinator
Michael Patatanes Business Manager
Susan Sancomb Compositor

PUBLISHING INFORMATION
The Good 5¢ Cigar is published 
once a week on Thursdays during 
the academic year, except for vaca-
tions and holidays. The Cigar has a 
circulation of  3,000.
The Cigar is printed by: 
TCI Press
21 Industrial Court
Seekonk, MA 02771

E D I TO R I A L P O L I CY
All signed columns, commentaries, 
letters to the editor and cartoons do 
not necessarily reflect the position 
of  the Cigar, but are the opinion of  
the individual author.
The staff editorial is the majority 
opinion of  The Good 5¢ Cigar 
editorial board.

CO R R E CT I O N  P O L I CY
The Cigar will gladly print correc-
tions if  the error is brought to our 
attention within seven calendar 
days of  publication.

CO N TACT T H E  C I G A R :
The Univ. of  Rhode Island
50 Lower College Road
Memorial Union 125
Kingston, RI 02881

Compositor’s/Advertising Desk - 
401.874.2508 • 
uricigarads@gmail.com
editorial -  uricigar@gmail.com
Ads - uricigarads@gmail.com
Sports -uricigarsports@gmail.com
www.rhodycigar.com

Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

After being shut down in March 2020 due 
to COVID-19, the Academic Testing Center 
(ATC) reopened for the first time on Nov. 2. 

The University of  Rhode Island’s ATC is 
an important place for students with disability 
accommodations and those engaged in ath-
letic or academic conferences to have a safe 
place to take exams, according to Assistant 
Director Lisa Macaruso.

Interim Director of  the Office for the Ad-
vancement of  Teaching and Learning (ATL) 
Kathleen Torrens said the ATC was busy be-
fore the COVID-19 shutdown. 

“Prior to COVID it was a very busy 
place,” Torrens said. “[They] tested people 
five days a week from like [8:30 a.m. until 
6:30 p.m.]” 

Torrens chose Macaruso as the ATC as-
sistant director and Sue Barrett as the testing 
coordinator in late September 2021. The 
Center implemented new practices focused 
on safety to mitigate COVID-19 in order to 
reopen.

Macaruso has worked closely with the 
ATC previously as the assistant director of  the 
URI Disability, Access, and Inclusion depart-
ment, starting in 2017.

Macaruso sees the ATC as an essen-
tial student service that has implemented 
COVID-19 mitigation protocols while con-
tinuing to professionally proctor students with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
and American Board of  Radiology (ABR) 
core exam accommodations. 

“We also ensure that we have all those 

other great mitigating features, that there is 
an abundance of  hand sanitizer, that we are 
wiping down spaces, and we’re keeping all of  
the testing materials as sanitized as possible 
for the students,” Macaruso said.

As a Mental Health First Aid Instructor 
since 2016, Macaruso has overseen an initia-
tive to have all ATC proctors become mental 
health first aid certified by attending an eight-
hour national certification course. Macaruso 
feels that the certification will help the proc-
tors understand students by listening without 
judgment, reassuring students and encour-
aging students to get professional support 
during a time of  increased pressure caused by 
COVID-19. 

“We are all trained and aware of  what 
our students are facing and how to help 
identify early signs and symptoms of  mental 
health concerns and ensure that we, and my 
staff know how to encourage them to get the 
appropriate help when necessary,” Macaruso 
said.

Macaruso found that the small change of  
incorporating blue polos for proctors to wear 
has added to the professionalism and theme 
of  academic integrity within the center. She 
also noted that the polos will provide a simple 
way to identify testing proctors. 

Besides reopening the center, Torrens 
hopes to get the ATC certified by the Nation-
al Testing Center Association as Macaruso 
integrates cultural awareness training into the 
center. 

“There are protocols that you have to ad-
here to, there are rules you have to follow and 
capabilities that you have to demonstrate, and 

to be certified as that kind of  a center means 
that we’re doing our job really well,” Torrens 
said.

Macaruso hopes that the ATC will bring 
conversations about academic integrity to 
help URI understand how the ATC partners 
with faculty and students to grow a culture of  
academic integrity on campus. 

Macaruso also plans for proctors to learn 
about social justice and inclusion from the 
URI Community, Equity and Diversity de-
partment and safe zone training from the 
Gender and Sexuality Center.

“We will be looking at making sure that 
all the proctors in the future have access to the 
social justice and inclusion micro-credential 
offered by CED and we also have a Safe Zone 
Training scheduled for the proctors coming 
up [on] Jan. 22,” Macaruso said.

Torrens felt that the reopening of  the 
ATC can also bring new student exam accom-
modation opportunities and said that the op-
portunities are answers to questions that can 
help URI students.

“One is how can we provide opportuni-
ties for students whose first language may not 
be English, to have extra time or a quiet space 
to take exams?” Torrens said. “Because there 
have been a couple of  questions that have 
come across our desk that our students who 
are struggling in courses because of  their lan-
guage skills.”

Since the ATC reopened, Torrens and 
Macaruso have spoken about providing lon-
ger ATC hours and looking for a larger space 
to help expand ATC services at URI in the 
near future. 
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it up to the faculty to be able to provide some flexibility in their classes 
that day.” 

Some professors have already discussed how they plan on spend-
ing the day. According to Cardany, some of  her colleagues are consid-
ering doing some asynchronous activities and others are planning on 
doing lessons over Zoom to accommodate those who may be traveling 
during that time. 

Beauvais said that one of  the positive aspects of  the pandemic 
is the ability to provide this kind of  flexibility to students and faculty, 
allowing them to still learn even if  they may not be on campus. 

“I think that one thing that we’ve learned is that maybe we are 
able to provide more flexibility in how we do our courses and ensure 
that there is learning taking place,” Beauvais said. “The academic 
mission is of  paramount importance. We don’t want to tell people to 
just take the day off, but tell them to use flexibility in doing something 
with their students that may give them a little bit of  breathing room.” 

Even though the University has suggested this type of  workday, 
both Cardany and Beauvais mentioned that they have heard in con-
versations rumors that URI is going to go remote after the holidays. 
Both said that this was a myth. 

Political science lecturer Perri Leviss said that a lot of  students in 
her classes are already bringing up the “Catch Up Day” and asking 
what is going to occur that day.

“I think it’s innovative and sends a really strong message to the 

community, and I had several students in my undergrad classes ask 
about it today,” Leviss said. “It’s really exciting because it’s not only 
about actions but it’s about the impression that it leaves with students 
that the administration cares about their well being.” 

Cardany and Beauvais both talked about how this day came 
about to give students and faculty a break after the stress that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has put on the URI community over the past 
few semesters.

“We still have a lot of  students and faculty who are feeling really 
stressed and anxious about the situation that we’ve been in over the 
past year, and I think a number of  us have been hearing from both 
students and faculty about how they are coping, but it’s been difficult 
for them,” Beauvais said. “Given the different things we’ve been hear-
ing around the community, we got together, President Parlange and 
myself, to think about ways we could reduce some of  the anxiety and 
burnout that people are feeling.”

Cardany added that students and faculty alike often spend time 
with loved ones during this time, and the University wants to note the 
importance of  that. 

“If  you think about Thanksgiving, that’s often a time where stu-
dents, as well as faculty, get together with family, we connect with 
friends, and we don’t want to minimize the importance of  that,” Car-
dany said. 



Communication, media professionals 
advise Harrington students
Adam Zangari | News Editor

Journalism is a business of  telling stories, and 
the four journalists of  the Harrington School of  
Communication and Media Professionals Pan-
el had a lot to tell students at the University of  
Rhode Island.

The panelists, Vladimir Duthiers ‘91, Kevin 
Lopes ‘05, AJ Walker and Danielle Johnson, gave 
students advice about going into the field of  jour-
nalism. The panel was moderated by Harrington 
School Director Ammina Kothari, who high-
lighted the expertise of  the four panelists and 
each of  their connections to the URI community.

Duthiers is a correspondent and anchor for 
CBS News with experience working as a corre-
spondent for CNN covering West Africa. Walker 
is a news anchor who also focuses on documen-
taries and has won an Emmy for her work. Lopes 
serves as the senior director of  business devel-
opment at ESPN. Johnson is a radio personality 
who recently founded SparkFM, an online radio 
station.

All four panelists emphasized the importance 
of  connections in the business, saying that they 
are just as important, if  not more so, than grades 
when it comes to getting a job.

“Your network is the single greatest asset to 
getting an entry-level position in this industry,” 
Lopes said. “Getting in the door is based largely 
on who you know.”

Lopes also told a story about the process of  
him getting hired by the Big East Conference, 
which he described as his “ideal job.” By the 
time he spoke with then-Big East Commission-
er Mike Tranghese, Tranghese interrogated him, 
asking how he had “half  the state” calling him 
and speaking on his behalf.

Duthiers also spoke about his biggest con-
nection while he worked with CNN — Anderson 
Cooper. He was initially hesitant about reaching 
out to Cooper after meeting him, and said it took 
him three months before he “got the nerve” to 
talk to Cooper. 

“From that moment forward, he became a 
guiding force in my career,” Duthiers said. 

The panelists also focused on how important 
mentorship was as they were starting their career. 
Walker said that she didn’t feel as though she 
was given opportunities and treated with respect 
during her college experience, and has made sure 
to be available to help mentor younger journal-
ists herself  after her past experiences.

“I went to a school in Tennessee, and it was 
kind of  a good-old-boy system that I felt was not 
conducive to getting me into the business,” Walk-
er said. 

The four also talked about taking advantage 
of  opportunities, and Duthiers said that one of  
his biggest opportunities —his coverage of  pro-
tests in Ferguson, Missouri following the shooting 
of  Michael Brown— came from his higher-ups 
underestimating the news value of  the story.

“It was my second day [at CBS], I didn’t 
even have a key card or an ID,” Duthiers said. “I 
think the bosses sent me there because they didn’t 
think it was that big of  a story. Ultimately, within 
a few days, it turned out to be one of  the biggest 
stories in the country.”

Duthiers also recommended learning how to 
contextualize data, to which Kothari said that she 
hoped to offer a class on data journalism starting 
next year.

Johnson touched on interpersonal communi-
cation and relationships, which she described as 
one of  the most important skills to have within 
the media field in general.

“You have to have real great people skills to 
continue to advance and to let people trust you,” 
Johnson said. 

After giving their advice and answering ques-
tions, the four panelists told those in attendance 
to contact them and that they would like to con-
nect and help students as they enter the industry.

“I got [to ESPN] because I’ve leveraged a 
network that I built myself  over the course of  
four years,” Lopes said. “And now I coach stu-
dents a lot.”

NOVEMBER 18, 2021 @rhodycigar • PAGE 3

Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

From the Student Senate chambers this week: elections, a de-
lay of  the swearing-in ceremony and two new bills fighting for 
more benefits for on-campus students. 

Speaker of  the Assembly Christopher Bove reiterated the mo-
tions senators can make during the public forum at the beginning 
of  the meeting. This included bills that normally sit on the floor for 
two weeks before being voted on. Senators can also motion to call 
to question in order to halt debates, make objections and points of  
confirmation, which gives senators the right to pause a speaker in 
order to ask an urgent question. 

The Senate has been electing new senators to fill vacant posi-
tions and planned to swear in new senators that had been elected 
last week but were unable to due to the absence of  President Bolu 
Taiwo at this week’s meeting. The swearing-in of  new senators will 
be held at the next meeting. 

Campus Affairs Chair Emily Gamache shared updates on 
her meeting that is taking place today, Nov. 18, with the Director 
of  Dining and Retail Food Service Pierre St-Germain to discuss 
COVID-19 guidelines at the University more in-depth. The meet-
ing was originally supposed to take place with both St-Germain 
and Ellen Reynolds, the assistant vice president for Student Health 
and Wellness and the director of  Health Services. Reynolds, how-
ever, is no longer able to attend. 

There was also a discussion about the planning of  setting up 
a booth in the Memorial Union near the Ram’s Den on Monday, 
Nov. 22 in order to encourage students to write holiday cards to 
local senior citizens. 

“It’s super quick, super easy, and it makes senior citizens feel 
loved and cared for, especially now,” Cultural Affairs Chair Angel-
ica Tyson said. “They’re still isolated because of  COVID. It’s still a 
very real thing for them. We have four different senior citizens you 
can write a letter to and one is a veteran.”

The senators held elections during the meeting to elect three 
new senators, who will be officially sworn in next week.

The first was student Jose Montoya, who ran to represent 
off-campus students. Montoya was elected with 23 votes in favor 
and with no abstentions. 

The second student was freshman international student Ra-
mez Rizk, who ran as a first-year senator. 

“I was born in Egypt and then I came to the [United States] 
three months ago for the semester so for most of  my life I grew 
up in Egypt,” Rizk said. “I’ve had several experiences of  being in 
Senate because I was the [student] president of  my high school.” 

Rizk was also elected with 23 votes in favor and no abstentions. 
Lastly, senior Will Rider was elected to be a Senator at Large 

with no abstentions. 
“I’m particularly passionate about physical and mental health 

concerns on campus,” Rider said. “I’m also interested in the nit-
ty-gritty things like parking. Otherwise, I’m a transfer student, and 
that’s something I’d like to talk about a little bit more just in terms 
of  the resources we off  to transfer students.” 

Two resolutions were passed at the meeting as well, both to 
add to the quality of  on-campus life. 

The first resolution was a request for Housing and Residential 
Life to add water fountains to all residence halls.

The second resolution requested was the resolution to create 
a system where take-out boxes are still available for all students in 
the dining hall. Many students argued against the University’s con-
cerns that taking food out can cause both waste issues and health 
issues. 

“I think it will eliminate waste,” Bove said. “For example, rath-
er than throw it away, if  you know there is food you’ll eat later you 
can take it [to go] with you.” 

The Senate amended to continue working on these resolutions 
and plans to meet again after Thanksgiving. 
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Parking lot - Continued from Page 1

comes at different times and haven’t figured out 
their routines yet, we can hopefully avoid some of  
the pile-ups that happen,” Rider said.

According to her, there are wetlands at the 
top of  campus around the Fine Arts Center and 
the Kingston Emporium, preventing URI from 
having any construction in those areas. Because 
of  this, the University had no choice but to build 
this new lot at the bottom of  campus, across from 
Plains, according to Rider.

“We’re not building parking at the upper end 
of  campus because we can’t,” she said. “What 
we’re doing is trying to make sure that we have 
enough parking overall.”

At the beginning of  the semester, URI had 
staff members stand at the entrances of  the park-
ing lot when they were full to redirect people to 
other lots that still had available spots, Rider said.

As an alternative, Rider said that the Student 
Senate suggested that the RhodyConnect app 
have a section where commuter students can see 
which lots are full before arriving on campus.

“If  we can help people avoid kind of  circling 
around in the mornings, we will do our best to 
help them,” Rider said.

In the time between now and the construction 
of  the “Plains Road South Lot,” Rider suggested 
that students make sure to leave their houses ear-
lier than needed to find parking and get to classes 
on time.

“Right now, students gravitate towards the 

Fine Arts Center parking lot, which fills pretty 
much by 9 a.m. every day,” Rider said. “However, 
Plains Road Lot is never full, even at the end of  
the day. A good parking strategy would be to avoid 
stopping at Fine Arts and going straight to Plains 
instead.”

Rider also reminded students that URI has 
multiple shuttle services, including the Rhody 
Blue Line, which takes students through campus 
to academic buildings, and the Rhody Hill Climb-
er, which takes students around the perimeter of  
campus.

The lot will be partially covered with solar 
panels, aiding in URI’s production of  solar ener-
gy. According to Dave Lamb, the director of  Fa-
cilities Operations, solar energy produced at URI 
is sold back to National Grid.

“URI participates in what is called ‘virtual net 
metering,’’ Lamb said. “The National Grid meters 
what’s going into their lines, and then they credit 
that production onto our electric account. We’re 
monetizing the production of  that power and, es-
sentially, getting money taken off of  our electric 
bills each month at the University.”

Since URI wants to produce as much solar en-
ergy as possible, the University saw this new park-
ing lot as a “perfect opportunity” to expand the 
solar panels, according to Rider. The opportunity 
to add more solar panels and more parking serves 
as a “win-win,” Rider said.



Rhody, ‘where’s my water?’
Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

In 1892, the University of  Rhode Is-
land installed wells to provide water for the 
campus, but now, over a century later, the 
University has expanded and upgraded this 
irrigation system to keep up with high de-
mand.

URI’s Assistant Director of  Utilities 
Robert Bozikowski said that the three supply 
wells that provide all of  the University’s wa-
ter are located on the west side of  campus. 

The wells are connected to an under-
ground piping system, which allows water to 
be distributed to the entire campus. In ad-
dition to this, there is a water storage tank 
located near the Fine Arts Center that holds 
the excess water until it is ready to be used.

David Lamb, the director of  facilities 
operations, said that most sections of  the 
piping are fairly recent and made of  du-
rable, ductile iron, meaning that the pipes 
should function efficiently for years to come. 
According to Bozikowski, the system func-
tions according to water levels in the tank. 

“We provide water to the campus as 
the tank drains and then once a low level is 
reached, the wells come back on to provide 
water for the demand of  the campus,” Bozi-
kowski said. “Then any excess [water from 
the wells] fills the tank. So it’s really the level 
in the tank that cycles the wells on it.”

The supply wells also provide drinking 
water for the campus. According to both 
Lamb and Bozikowksi, the University adds 
chemicals to the water to get it to a safe 
drinking level.

“We add hydrated lime to adjust pH, so 
the water is not corrosive,” Bozikowksi said. 
“Groundwater is too corrosive.” 

After neutralizing the pH, they also 
add chlorine as a disinfectant. According 
to Bozikowski, these practices are regulated 
by the Rhode Island Department of  Health 
(RIDOH) and comply with all of  the re-
quirements of  the Safe Drinking Water Act.

“We are in regular communication with 
[RIDOH] to be proactive and to maintain 
compliance,” Bozikowski said. 

According to Lamb, the University does 
weekly bacteria testing to make sure that the 
water is safe.

“We do multiple other tests through-
out the year that ensures the safety of  the 
drinking water,” he said. “We’re required to 
test for certain constituents in the water and 
there are federal regulations.” 

Lamb said that this matter is extremely 
important to the University, and they have 
people overseeing the water system to ensure 
the safety of  this “critical infrastructure.” 

Although this is how the main water 
system on-campus functions, it is unable 
to provide water for all of  the buildings 
on-campus.

 According to Bozikowski, there are 
some buildings on Upper College Road and 
along Route 138, such as the University’s 
Gateway apartments, that are connected 
to a neighboring water system run by the 
Kingston Water System.

Not only does this system regularly sup-
ply water for a few on-campus buildings, 

but it would also be able to supply water for 
the University in the case of  an emergency, 
Lamb said.

“  They don’t supply water to us, and we 
don’t supply water to them,” he said. “But 
we have connections to their system in case 
of  emergency, like if  we have to support 
each other.” 
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 The water that fills URI students’ water bottles is sourced from water storage tanks and supply wells.
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‘Lunch and listen’ sessions help students network
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

The Center for Career and Experiential Education (CCEE) at the University of  Rhode 
Island is bringing in nearly 15 different companies across different fields in the College of  
Arts and Sciences to speak with students virtually.

In this “lunch and listen” series, students will have the opportunity to speak virtually 
with professionals from the public and non-profit sector, media and communications, com-
putational careers and corporate companies throughout the four-day period.

During these events, held Nov. 15 to Nov. 18, students will have an hour to listen to a 
panel of  professionals speak about their experiences and ask questions. In addition, students 
are offered 30 minutes to speak to panelists one-on-one in breakout rooms based on their in-
terests, according to Brianne Neptin, the career advisor for the College of  Arts and Sciences.

Neptin said that she will be present during the four days and will ask questions to em-
ployers before opening up the floor to students.

“The event is semi-networking, but at the same time, these companies will be advertis-
ing open opportunities, internship options, options for the summer and for the spring,” she 
said. “It’s a career fair and networking event mashed into one.”

According to her, many of  the panelists in attendance are also alumni of  the University.
“It’s nice to meet a fellow ram and see first-hand their success after graduating from the 

University,” Neptin said. “It also makes students feel more comfortable knowing that these 
professionals have had similar experiences as them in college at URI.”

Kristy Embrack Searles, the marketing and event coordinator for the CCEE, said that 
the process of  planning for this event started early this summer to ensure that students would 
be able to speak to a variety of  different employers.

Searles said that the early planning efforts were so that employers were aware of  the 
event months in advance, which leaves less room for cancellations and other commitments 

popping up.
While this event is similar to a career fair, Searles said that it’s not classified as a career 

fair due to the limited number of  employers that are attending the event.
“For a career fair, we try to have as many possible employers as possible so that students 

have as many opportunities as possible to connect with people,” Searles said. “However, 
for a panel event such as this one, we try to limit the number of  employers present so that 
students can ask questions and get responses in a timely manner.”

She said that if  there are 10 people on a panel, by the time they get through all intro-
ductions, there would be little-to-no time for students to be able to ask questions. With only 
about three to four panelists per session, students will benefit from the event more, according 
to Searles.

She recommended all students, regardless of  their year, attend this event. She said that 
the CCEE trys to be inclusive of  all students when planning networking events such as these.

“We’re trying to move our energy to younger students so that students are not just 
thinking about their career when they’re juniors or second-semester seniors,” Searles said. 
“We really want to encourage students to start their career journeys early or at least start 
thinking about it early on.”

She also expressed the benefits of  having an event such as this in a virtual format and 
said that it can conduct better conversations between students and professionals.

“What we’ve found is that with this virtual format, students and employers have been 
able to have really meaningful connections,” she said. “In person, there’s background noise 
and a line of  students behind you waiting to speak with the same person, which can add a 
sense of  pressure.”

Searles that in the future, even past the pandemic, the CCEE may continue to have 
networking events virtually due to the calm and meaningful effect that virtual events can 
have on students and employers.

Flu uptick - Continued from Page 1
Last year, URI experienced virtually no cases of  

the flu due to strict social distancing and masking in all 
URI settings, Nasin said. Health Services is still adjust-
ing “back to normal” as these restrictions have loosened 
throughout the state. 

URI received attention from ABC6 News regard-
ing how this flu outbreak has affected Rhode Island as a 
whole. According to both Nasin and ABC6, URI is the 
first community in the state to see such high infection 
rates this year. 

Nasin encouraged students to self-manage their ill-
ness or seek help at their primary care provider to assist 
Health Services in minimizing their demand. The Uni-
versity will continue to offer flu shot clinics throughout 

the fall and early spring semester. 
“If  you have an influenza-like illness, as long as you 

are not having any severe symptoms, stay at home and 
take medications that are helpful,” he said. “Students can 
come to the URI Health Services Pharmacy to get medi-
cations at low or no cost at all.”

COVID-19 cases have also increased across the cam-
pus community, with 70 positive cases among students, 
faculty and staff during the first week of  November. As 
of  Nov. 16 there were 23 positive cases, according to the 
URI COVID-19 tracker.

To prevent students from bringing illnesses home for 
the upcoming holiday, Health Services hopes that stu-
dents will get vaccinated for influenza and COVID-19 

and participate in surveillance testing in the Memorial 
Union.

“The message at hand are flu shots and ‘know before 
you go,’” Reynolds said. “Get your COVID test 48 hours 
before you plan to travel home. We want to make sure 
that your family can have the safest time possible.”

As of  Nov. 12, both Reynolds and Nasin said that 
Health Services has controlled the massive request for 
services. Students can now schedule same-day appoint-
ments with doctors in the Potter Building.

Health Services hopes that the community will con-
tinue to take advantage of  their care when needed.

“We are back,” Reynolds said. “We have availability 
if  people need us, and we are here for them.”



‘Sustaining our Shores’: 
The history of plastic pollution
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munity of  four finalists for the full-time graduate school dean position; 
DeBoef  was among these names, after serving as interim for over a year 
from July 2020 through August 2021. The University announced this 
July that DeBoef  had been chosen of  the four candidates and would be 
serving as the University’s new Graduate School dean. 

While this is only his first semester in the full-time role, DeBoef  
hopes to grow the prominence of  the Graduate School at URI through-
out the course of  his tenure. 

“We've done a really good job over the past decade of  building 
our undergrad programs, and the grad programs have been good, but 
haven't grown much and, and I think now is the time to invest,” DeBoef  
said. “I think over the next few years we're gonna see growth in the 
graduate programs, but we're just gonna make a lot of  improvements, 
just for how it works.”

DeBoef  cited the help and support of  new University President 
Marc Parlange and interim Provost Laura Beauvais as leaders in grow-
ing the URI Graduate School throughout his past experience and in 
the future. 

In his role, DeBoef  works frequently with budgeting in order to 
support graduate students and promote the University’s offerings. This 
includes the ability to offer more scholarships and financial aid benefits 
to incoming URI graduate students, something DeBoef  feels passion-
ately about. 

“When we can give students aid, it's like a student that’s talking 
about not finishing their degree or something like that, and if  we can 
help with even just a few $1,000 or something like that, that's really 
gratifying,” DeBoef  said. “I'm here to support students. I mean, I don't 
have [an] unlimited budget, but when I can, it sure is really gratifying 
to do that.”

Alongside the development of  more financial aid for his students, 
DeBoef  is hoping to add another component to the Graduate School’s 
programming: student support. 

According to DeBoef, the Graduate School is working to devel-
op more personable aspects which have historically not been present. 
This will include creating professional development opportunities and a 
higher level of  mental health support for enrolled master’s and doctor-
ate candidates, akin to the offerings undergraduate students currently 
receive. 

Corinne Kulesh, the Graduate School’s interim associate director 
of  graduate enrollment management, meaning that part of  her role is 
to oversee student success and support. She has been working alongside 
DeBoef  for approximately a year now, working to develop these mech-
anisms. 

“He’s very approachable; I appreciate that he loves the team aspect 
and respects our input and is very transparent about a lot of  things,” 
Kulesh said. “Everything we do we think about, ‘What does that mean 
for the student?’ It's hard work, and we work really hard, but it's been 
really great to work with him.”

Most of  DeBoef ’s work in Graduate School leadership has been 
during the pandemic, but hosting the class of  2020’s delayed com-
mencement ceremony in October was an important moment for him.

Although only 85 students of  the estimated 400 graduates returned 
for the ceremony, DeBoef  described it as rewarding nonetheless. 

 “It's just a fraction of  what would have normally been, but so many 
people were really grateful for that,” he said. “It's kind of  silly pomp 
and circumstance, or whatever, but it's what we do, and it means a lot to 
students, and it means a lot to the families. I think it's really important. 
I kind of  underestimated it, actually.”

While he is quite busy in his role as dean, DeBoef  still makes time 
each week to return to his roots in chemistry. Every Friday, DeBoef  goes 
to his lab in Beaupre Center for Chemical and Forensic Sciences to 
work with students one-on-one and continue his research. 

“On Fridays, I get to invest in grad students and undergrads on a 
real personal level, like, hands-on,”  he said. “The rest of  the time I’m at 
a much less personal level but I’m still investing in grad students, trying 
to make systems and processes that can help them earn their degrees 
quicker and help make them better candidates for jobs they want after 
their degrees. It’s mentoring, but it's kind of  like on this macro level as 
opposed to mentoring on a micro level like I have done all along [as a 
professor].” 

Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

The seventh installment of  the University of  
Rhode Island’s fall 2021 Honors Colloquium series, 
“SOS: Sustaining Our Shores,” focused on a great 
challenge facing our oceans that not only scientists are 
familiar with.

“The Story of  Plastic Pollution: From Scientific 
Evidence to Policy” was hosted by Professor Andrew 
Davies of  URI’s biological sciences department, and 
featured guest speaker Chelsea Rochman. 

Rochman, an associate professor at the University 
of  Toronto, studies the ecological implications of  an-
thropogenic pollutants in freshwater and marine ecosys-
tems. She received her undergraduate degree from the 
University of  California and her doctorate from a joint 
program at the University of  California, San Diego and 
the University of  California, Davis. 

Plastic pollution is an issue that many people out-
side of  the study of  biological sciences know about, 
making it that much more important to prevent in order 
to save our oceans. 

“The Colloquium focuses on our shores and our 
seas because we live in the Ocean State,” Davies said. 
“We’re surrounded by an amazing coastal recourse that 
presents both significant challenges and opportunities.” 

One of  the greatest plastic pollutants of  our eco-
system is a pollutant that only started to gain significant 
attention about two decades ago — microplastics.

“There’s no better subject to talk about than mi-
croplastics and plastic pollution,” Davies said. “Today 
we’re really talking about a global challenge that’s im-
pacting multiple people around the world  — the issue 
of  plastic in our environment. It’s a ubiquitous material 
of  the modern economy. It’s highly important to us, but 
it also represents challenges as well.” 

While microplastics and plastic pollution are an 
issue that has garnered increased media attention in re-
cent years, it was not always like this. Rochman dove 
into how this changed over the past 50 years. 

The first scientific focus and breakthrough on mi-
croplastics was made in a 1972 article, “Plastics on the 
Sargasso Sea Surface,” published by Edward Carpen-
ter, a scientist and professor of  biology at San Francisco 
State University. Rochman said that Carpenter wrote 
about his findings of  microplastics in both the water 
and fish of  the Atlantic Ocean. However, the article did 
not get much attention, and Carpenter did not continue 
pursuing the subject. 

Another turning point in public attention on plas-
tics was in 1997 when Captain Charles Moore was re-
turning home after a yacht race in the Pacific Ocean 
and discovered the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, which 
is a section of  the Pacific Ocean that contains a floating 
island of  approximately 3 million tons of  plastic. 

This article was a point of  intrigue for Rochman to 

join the research field on plastic pollution as an under-
graduate student.

“For me, it all started with the garbage patch,” 
Rochman said. “When I was in undergrad, I came 
across this article by Ken Weiss in 2006, so about 10 
years after Captain Charles Moore discovered the gar-
bage patch. This article won a Pulitzer prize in the [Los 
Angeles] Times describing the garbage patch to the 
world and it got me really interested in it in graduate 
school.”

The kickstarting of  concern for the amount of  plas-
tic pollution we have in our oceans didn’t truly start until 
the 2000s in tandem with research on plastic pollution 
provided by scientist Richard Thompson, according to 
Rochman.

Microplastics circulate in our ecosystem in many 
ways. Plastic pollution comes from many different 
sources, including clothing after it has been washed and 
worn, car tire fragments, paint from roads, buildings, 
ships and fishing debris. 

Until 2015, Rochman said 83 million metric tons 
of  plastic had been created by humans, and of  that 
number, only 10 percent of  eligible plastic got recycled. 
Twenty-four million metric tons of  that plastic went 
back into our oceans. 

“We don’t need science to understand, we need to 
push policies,” Rochman said. 

If  we want to save our oceans from their “inevitable 
destruction” by 2030, Rochman said that a few policies 
need to be undertaken simultaneously and immediately. 

First and most obviously, Rochman said that sin-
gle-use plastic needs to be eliminated or reduced drasti-
cally in our everyday lives. He also said that the govern-
ment needs to take action in reducing the production of  
new plastics and that a globally harmonized recycling 
system needs to be set in place. With this, she said recy-
cling technology needs to be upscaled and innovated. 
Finally, she said that clean-up actions to get rid of  the 
plastic already in our ecosystem need to be prioritized. 

So far, Rochman said that the United States has 
banned the use of  microbeads since 2015, according 
to the FDA website, which are microscopic pieces of  
plastic that can be found in many beauty products and 
can get washed into the environment over time. This 
is harmful because when these microbeads are washed 
into the environment, fish and marine wildlife will ingest 
them and this makes its way up the food chain and onto 
our plates.

She also mentioned that California has put a more 
stable and strict recycling program in place to reduce 
plastic pollution from when plastic is recycled incorrect-
ly. 

For information on more topics like this, interested 
members of  the community can attend the remainder 
of  the Honors Colloquium series, which is held every 
Tuesday in Edwards Auditorium at 7 p.m. 
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‘Bachelor’ franchise couple to open local coffee shop
Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

The “Bachelor” franchise has offi-
cially come to town, just a few minutes 
away from the University of  Rhode Is-
land’s campus. 

Jared Haibon and Ashley Iacon-
etti-Haibon gained national attention 
after their time on “The Bachelor-
ette” and “The Bachelor” respectively 
in 2015. The two became friends and 
eventually got together in season 5 of  
“Bachelor in Paradise ‘’ in 2018. The 
couple are now coming back to Jared 
Haibon’s home state of  Rhode Island 
and opening Audrey’s Coffee House 
and Lounge at the Village at South 
County Commons in South Kings-
town. 

Jared Haibon grew up in Warwick 
and went to school at Rhode Island 
College. As a student, he loved to work 
in coffee shops and said he was a fre-
quent customer of  Brewed Awakenings 
Coffee House at the Commons. 

When Brewed Awakenings closed 
and its space at the Commons opened 
up, Haibon knew that it would be 
the perfect place to fulfill his dream 
of  opening his own coffee shop and 
lounge. Haibon has previous experi-
ence in the food industry as a manager 
of  restaurants all over Rhode Island. 

 “I’ve always loved the con-
cept of  a coffee shop that turns into a 
lounge at night,” Haibon said. “I really 
want people to imagine sitting in front 
of  the fireplace with a martini or cof-
fee in your hand.” 

He hopes that the location of  the 
Commons will open it up to a range 
of  customers, from studying URI stu-
dents during the day to people wanting 
a drink after dinner at night. 

“It’s kind of  for everybody and 
anybody, and that’s what we’re really 
hoping for,” Haibon said. 

The business has been in the works 
since May, and his hope is that it will 
open within the next few weeks. The 
shop itself  is named after Ashley’s 
mother, Audrey. 

Audrey’s is full of  connections to 
the “Bachelor” franchise: a logo fea-
turing a rose as an apostrophe, drink 
names with nods to phrases from the 
show and charcuterie boards offering 
rose-themed designs. 

“Ashley and I are extremely grate-
ful and proud to come from the Bach-
elor franchise; it’s given us a platform, 
and it’s given us a family,” Haibon said. 

 One of  the strongest ties to the 
Bachelor franchise is the coffee brand 
that is brewed: Generous Coffee. This 
is a coffee company co-founded by Ben 
Higgins, the Bachelor of  season 20 
which aired in 2016, and a close friend 
of  the couple. 

In the future Haibon plans to host 
launch parties for the show. 

“We’ll fly in former contestants 
like our friends like Dean [Unglert] or 
Nick [Viall] or Tanner [Tolbert] and 
Jade [Roper-Tolbert],” Haibon said. 

The couple’s fame has also helped 
them with staffing, as they used their 
social media presence to advertise 

their business and open positions.
“I saw Ashley post on social me-

dia that this place is hiring, and I just 
graduated and I was honestly coming 
here to be a barista,” manager Kayla 
Jensen said. “Luckily,  they liked my 
personality and my attributes, and they 
asked me to be a manager here.” 

General Manager Erin LaCombe 
was brought in after meeting and be-

coming friends with the couple at her 
old job at the Edge Fitness Club. 

Jared’s father has retired to help 
work at the business, and Haibon hopes 
to keep the business in the family if  it 
is successful. 

“It’d be a dream of  mine to have 
something successful, and if  my son 
wanted to be a part of  it, to hand it 
down to him,” Haibon said.
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University community honors, observes Armistice Day
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Armistice Day, known to many as 
Veterans Day, is a day that holds a lot 
of  meaning to the University of  Rhode 
Island’s Student Veterans Organization.

To celebrate Armistice Day, veter-
ans, community members and students 
gathered in front of  the American flag 
on the Quad on Nov. 11 for a ceremony 
honoring veterans.

The ceremony started with Delight 
Bucko, a graduate assistant to the veter-
an affairs and military program officer, 
speaking about the purpose of  calling 
the holiday “Armistice Day” rather than 
“Veterans Day.”

“If  you are wondering what the word 
armistice means, it is an agreement made 
by opposing sides in a war to stop fight-
ing at a certain time,” Bucko said. “Armi-
stice Day commemorates every year on 
the 11th of  November to mark the armi-
stice signed between allies of  World War 
I in Germany and France at 5:45 a.m.”

Bucko went on to introduce Rachel 
Garcia, the veteran affairs and military 
program officer, who announced the 
theme of  this year’s ceremony, “she/her/
hers, they/their/theirs, he/him/his.” 
The theme celebrates intersectionality in 
U.S. veterans. URI’s Army ROTC per-
formed the posting of  the colors ceremo-
ny.

URI President Marc Parlange spoke 
about the importance of  veterans in the 
URI community.

“URI currently enrolls close to 300 

military veterans or active military and 
about 140 military dependents,” Par-
lange said. “Please, never hesitate to 
reach out to the office of  veteran affairs 
and military programs who are here to 
support you.”

The ceremony featured multiple key 
speakers — all U.S. military veterans — 

including the 2020 Providence Veterans 
Administration Regional Office Woman 
Veteran of  the Year Dora Vasquez-Hell-
ner. 

Vasquez-Hellner, a URI graduate, 
discussed her experiences as a veteran at-
tending the University. She admitted that 
she envied the support and resources that 
student veterans currently have at URI.

“I will tell you that there were many 
days that I was lost,” Vasquez-Hellner 
said. “I was lost because I did not have 
anyone that spoke the same language as 
me as a veteran. I would’ve loved to just 
have that camaraderie. That network is 
so powerful for all of  these veterans that 
are here today.”

Patricia Crawford, a first lieutenant 
in the U.S. Air Force, spoke about some 
of  the lessons that she learned being in 
the military, and how important it is to 
her to carry out the legacy of  her late 
brother, Staff  Sgt. James Jerome Craw-
ford.

“I learned what teamwork means,” 
Crawford said. “When I put on this uni-

form, I learned that life is so much bigger 
than just me. I learned leadership and I 
learned how to work with people from all 
different backgrounds and nationalities.”

The last speaker of  the day, Chap-
lain Rotunda East, a U.S. Air Force vet-
eran, gave a speech about how civilians 
should treat veterans when they come 
home from their deployment.

“In addition, or in place of  saying 
‘Thank you for your service,’ try saying 
‘Thank you for your sacrifice,’” East 
said. “Or if  you have time and you have 
a relationship with the person, say ‘Tell 
me your story.’”

East also recognized various female 
veterans who made history, such as El-
sie Ott, the first woman to receive the 
U.S. Air Medal for her service as a flight 
nurse.

“The only way I can introduce my-
self  today to you is as a female veteran 
who continues to serve our country by 
taking care of  it,” East said. “I intro-
duced myself  to you this day as a rep-
resentation of  all the females who paved 
the way for me.”

To end the ceremony, Jonathan 
Star from Navy Band Northeast played 
“Taps” on the bugle, a symbol in the U.S. 
military to remember those who gave 
their lives in service to the United States.

The URI Office of  Veteran Affairs 
and Military Programs offers support to 
all students that are active members of  
the military, veterans, or military depen-
dents.
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‘Why did you become a professor?’

Tara Roumes | Contributing Reporter

Many professors at the University of  Rhode 
Island did not expect to teach at a university 
when they were in college themselves.

Julianna Golas, a lecturer and academic ad-
visor for human development and family science, 
started her journey believing she wanted to be a 
journalist. 

“My road to teaching was not intentional,” 
Golas said, “but a happy accident that brought 
me to this place.” 

Since 2000, Golas has been teaching for the 
department of  human development and family 
science. She said that she is interested in unique 
student populations and creating a curriculum 
that will engage her students.

“I was and still am a people watcher,” Golas 
said. “I wonder why people behave the way they 
do and have always looked for trends and pat-
terns.”

Following her passion, she began her ca-
reer at URI on a grant researching the efficacy 
of  Early Head Start programs, 
which serve infants and children 
under the age of  3, according to 
Golas. 

“My people-watching skills 
are a big part of  teaching and 
learning,” Golas said. “You really 
need to read the room and know 
when students are engaged and 
understanding.”

Mary Cappello, a professor 
of  English and creative writing 
at URI, began her education 
journey majoring in English at 
Dickinson College in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania. Knowing she want-
ed to continue her own research 
and writing, she went to the State 
University of  New York at Buffa-
lo’s center for graduate school. 

“There was an emphasis at Buffalo on the re-
lationship between our critical and creative facul-
ties, whereas in a lot of  programs, those ways of  
thinking and writing are separated out,” Cappel-
lo said. “The influence of  Buffalo on my writing 
and teaching has been life-long.”

She recalled a “special moment” when she 
was in graduate school when she had the oppor-
tunity to be the opening act for African-American 
poet Etheridge Knight. Cappello’s poem, which 
she read at the event, was chosen to be published 
in The American Poetry Review. 

“Knight knew that I was in grad school and 
en route to a career in higher education,” said 
Cappello. “At the end of  the reading, he came 
up to me and said ‘you’re already professin’ up 
there!’”

Cappello said that in teaching courses like 
creative writing seminars, ENG 347: Antebellum 
vs. Literature and Culture, ENG 385: Women 
Writers, ENG 305A: Creative Writing Poetry and 
more, she never stops learning new things. 

“As a professor, you never stop learning, and 
there is not a semester that goes by when I don’t 
learn something from my students,” Cappello 
said. “Teaching is an ever-loving art that is im-
possible to master.”

Students who attend Cappello’s courses are 
instructed to find and think about themselves in a 
new way that they have not thought about before. 

“I especially love the experience of  watching 
a student discover that they are truly a writer in 
one of  my classes, when no one prior had ever 
encouraged them as such or no situation in their 
life had ever lent itself  to discovering the artist 
that we, each of  us, implicitly are,” said Cappello. 

Kristina Moyet, the associate director of  ac-

ademic programming assessment for the Talent 
Development program at URI, believes that her 
way of  teaching comes from effective learning. 

“My purpose is to do amazing things and to 
bring others along the journey with me,” Moyet 
said.

In her role as the associate director of  the 
Talent Development program, Moyet believes 
that making connections with her students allows 
a safe space to learn. 

“I believe that students are members of  our 
community and that they are ‘our’ students not 
‘my’ students,” Moyet said. “I expect students to 
be honest with me and themselves.” 

Growing up in Providence, Rhode Island, 
Moyet received her master’s degree in education-
al leadership and her graduate certificate in non-
profit studies from Rhode Island College. She has 
also earned her bachelor’s degrees in gender and 
women’s studies and psychology from URI. 

“I remain true to a life of  learning and set-
ting the bar high for them [students] to reach,” 
Moyet said. 

Meredith Boyajian, a mathematics lecturer at 

URI, teaches undergraduate courses with a spe-
cialty in numeracy for teachers. 

“I became a professor because I love teach-
ing,” Boyajian said. “From a young age, I enjoyed 
school and the art of  learning.”

Boyajian first received her undergraduate 
degree from URI in 2013 for secondary math-
ematics education and began teaching math. 
While teaching, she continued her education at 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute where she said 
she earned her master’s degree in mathematics 
for educators.

“I went to college to study mathematics edu-
cation because I wanted to become a high school 
math teacher, but it wasn’t until after I graduat-
ed that I realized I wanted something different,” 
Boyajian said. “There is something special about 
working with university students and I love build-
ing relationships with them.” 

She said her specialty in numeracy for teach-
ers focuses on assisting students who are studying 
elementary education to learn methods of  math. 

“Teaching numeracy for teachers gives me 
the joy of  being back in elementary school all 
while helping my students become better mathe-
maticians and educators,” Boyajian said. 

In Golas’s teaching, students get to learn spe-
cial skills for researching and writing, as well as 
new ways to implement these skills more effec-
tively. 

“I feel quite lucky to have wandered down 
this path,” Golas said. “I get to share my love 
of  human development, particularly child devel-
opment and I get to apply what I know about 
development to help support my [students] in the 
classroom and in advising.”
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Behind every professor is another great professor

“As a professor, you never 
stop learning, and there is 

not a semester that goes by 
when I don’t learn something 

from my students.”
- Mary Cappello, English professor



Rolling back into Kingston
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

Before it was reestablished this semester, the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island’s roller hockey team was dis-
banded for almost three years, according to organiza-
tion president Jordan Couto. 

Couto, a freshman majoring in computer science, 
said he’s been playing ice hockey since he was 5 years 
old.  

“I played all my life — club in high school,” Couto 
said. “I considered playing at URI but with the time 
constraints and the cost, it didn’t make sense for me. I 
also played roller hockey in the off-season for ice hock-
ey, so I thought it’d be cool to play.” 

However, getting to the game proved to be a long 
process for Couto. 

“When I found out the team before had disbanded 
I thought it was a shame so I’m like, you know, maybe 
I’ll try and get this going,” Couto said. 

The team currently has 16 submitted roster play-
ers, which, according to Couto, is a high number con-
sidering roller hockey is played with four players from 
each team apart from the goalie, whereas ice hockey 
has five on the ice from each team at a time. 

The biggest difference between the games besides 
the number of  players and the exclusion of  ice are 
mostly the mechanics. Couto said that stopping tech-
niques are very different when you are on wheels rather 
than ice because there is nothing underneath the skate 
to shave, which makes it easier to stop. 

“The main thing about roller hockey is that it’s an 
alternative to ice hockey that is significantly cheaper,” 
Couto said. “[Ice hockey] is about $3,500 [per person] 
if  you make the team, but for roller hockey we got it 
down to $340 [per person] for a pretty lengthy season.” 

The roller hockey season goes from November 

through March, and includes both practices and scrim-
mages. Right now the team is in a “building year” ac-
cording to Couto, trying to get the team strong again 
and back into the National Collegiate League. The club 
is also working to get Student Senate recognition in or-
der to get more funding. Currently, the team is playing 
scrimmages against other local teams which practice at 
the same sporting center.. 

The team started their scrimmage sessions against 
other local teams last weekend as the first step in their 
long journey back to where the team was over two years 
ago. Couto said that he has been working hard to create 
the team since before his commitment to URI, and is 
still working to build the team to be stronger. 

“I probably had to talk to, minimum, 35 or 40 
people,” Couto said. “Whether it was email threads or 
phone calls. Just to get this going it probably took about 
seven months of  work before the school year even start-
ed at URI.” 

Though still in a building year, sophomore Chris-
topher Barnes said that the team already means a lot to 
many players. 

“I played hockey all my life and when I decided to 
go to college straight out of  high school instead of  play-
ing juniors, I [knew] that my competitive hockey career 
would end,” Barnes said. “A few weeks into the school 
year I saw Jordan’s flyer offering a roller hockey team 
and I figured it might be fun. I had never played roller 
hockey before but I figured ice hockey had to translate 
a certain amount and while it was a pretty big adjust-
ment, I found that it’s a blast while still being a little 
competitive.”

  Couto hopes that in the next few years the team 
will be back to where it previously was— part of  the 
National Collegiate League and Student Senate recog-
nized. In the meantime, he said the team will continue 
to practice and enjoy the sport they love.
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New club highlights 
democratic socialism 
Ronan Himelrick | Contributing Reporter

According to the Democratic Socialists of  America, 
democratic socialism is “a system where ordinary people 
have a real voice in our workplaces, neighborhoods and 
society.”

The Young Democratic Socialists of  America 
(YDSA) is now a Student Senate-recognized student 
organization at the University of  Rhode Island, look-
ing to educate students on their ideology and meet with 
like-minded students.

Democratic socialism hopes to achieve goals such 
as workers’ rights, racial and economic justice and social 
welfare programs through democratic means, according 
to the Democratic Socialists of  America’s website.

  “It’s an ideology that’s based off of  the dem-
ocratic ownership of  the workplace because you know, 
how we have a democracy politically and so democratic 
socialism is focused on bringing democracy to the work-
place,” said Mia Giglietti, one of  the chairpeople of  the 
URI YDSA.

Giglietti, a junior political science and economics 
double major, said she is excited to see how the club grows 
and expands with the recent Student Senate recognition. 
Giglietti is co-chair of  the organization alongside Kevin 
Hart, a senior political science and history double major.

“I would say I’m most looking forward to political 
education,” Hart said. “I look forward to kind of  teach-
ing people about socialism, but also putting that political 
education into practice.”

The YDSA plans on working on a few projects for 
the URI community, including creating a community 
fridge in the Memorial Union to fight food insecurity, 
having political teach-in lectures and running a cheap 
textbook drive for students, according to Hart. 

“I’m really looking forward to the community fridge 
that we hope to put on campus, but also I think the 
cheap textbook drive has a lot of  importance for students 
around here,” he said. “That kind of  shows a socialist 

policy on a kind of  smaller level that then people can 
relate to a larger scale.”

As the club grows, Giglietti said the YDSA hopes 
to create more programs across campus, including sub-
committees within the organization.

Both Hart and Giglietti stressed the importance of  
learning about democratic socialism, especially for col-
lege students.

“I think it’s important to broaden how we think 
about how our economic system should be structured 
and who specifically it should work for,” Giglietti said. 
“I feel it establishes people’s worth as workers like people 
deserve. People deserve to be able to live comfortably off  
one job.”

Hart said that democratic socialism is becoming a 
growing political force and argued that people should 
learn more about alternatives to capitalism.  

The YDSA is hoping to kickstart their cheap text-
book drive soon and figure out the logistics to provide 
students with more affordable options for textbooks. 
Giglietti is hoping to start the program next semester. 

“A lot of  what we do is based around trying to ma-
terially improve socio-economic conditions of  especially 
low-income students,” Giglietti said. “We also look to 
advocate for working-class interests and really helping in 
trying to help out people who don’t have access to a lot 
of  these things.” 

Giglietti said that there are a few members of  the 
Rhode Island State Senate and State House of  Repre-
sentatives that are democratic socialists, including Sena-
tor Sam Bell and Representative David Morales.

“We want to have them as speakers, and maybe be 
able to do political teach-ins to teach about the state of  
democratic socialist politics in Rhode Island,” Giglietti 
said.

YDSA URI meets Thursdays in Memorial Union 
room 308 at 7 p.m. More information can be found on 
their official Instagram page @uri_ydsa or emails can be 
sent to democraticsocialists@rhodysenate.org.
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021 

PURSUING A FOREIGN SERVICE CAREER 
WITH THE US DEPARTMENT OF STATE
11am-12pm • VIRTUAL EVENT • FREE
Patricia Scroggs, Director of  Diplomatic Fellowships at Howard Uni-
versity, will share information about a career in foreign service, as well 
as several graduate fellowship opportunities (the Rangel, Pickering, and 
Payne Fellowships) for those interested in this career pathway. Register IN 
ADVANCE here: https://uri-edu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYrce-gq-
DIoHdOHF1f-eCneNFxWurjB3Ddl
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing infor-
mation about joining the meeting.

SAX NIGHT, SAXOPHONE STUDIOS RECITAL - FALL 
2021
7pm • Fine Arts Center, Concert Hall • FREE
Jonathan Amon & John McKenna, Faculty Coaches. An evening of  
music performed by students in the classical and jazz saxophone studios 
of  the URI Music Department. FREE!

CRAFT NIGHTS AT ANNA FASCITELLI
8:30pm -9:30pm • FASCITELLI CENTER • FREE
Small acts of  kindness can impact the well-being of  us as individuals and 
the collective whole. Come join us for craft night where we will paint 
rocks for you to keep or place around campus to spread joy! 
Register on IMLeageus.com/uri    limited space available
Meet in the Wellness Resource Center, lower level of  Anna Fascitelli

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2021

FREDERICK DOUGLASS GLOBAL 
FELLOWSHIP INFORMATION SESSION
1pm-2pm • Virtual Event • FREE
This fellowship honors the legacy of  the abolitionist and statesman with a 
fully-funded summer study abroad program focused on leadership, activ-
ism, and cross-cultural understanding. Fellows for this prestigious award 
will be selected based on their academic achievement, communication 
skills, commitment to social justice, and demonstrated service to others.  
Applications from first-, second- or third-year students with a minimum 
GPA of  3.0 from ethnic backgrounds typically underrepresented on study 
abroad programs are invited. This year’s cohort is co-sponsored by the 
Irish Dept of  Foreign Affairs to commemorate Douglass’s four-month 
journey around Ireland in 1845. The Fellows will be based in Dublin and 
travel to other cities where Douglass campaigned. 

QUEER PROM: 80’S EDITION!
8pm-11pm • Gender & Sexuality Center • FREE
Join us for the grand finale of  Trans Awareness Week, for Queer Prom! 
Come as who you are, bring whomever you want, and celebrate & enjoy!

OPEN MIC NIGHT
4pm-5pm • Launch Lab, Carothers Library • FREE
Featuring Entrepreneurship Student Ventures. Hear Ideas. Give Feed-
back! Audience choice award of  $100!

URI MARCHING BAND “PASS IN REVIEW” - FALL 2021
8pm-10pm • Keaney Gym • $Various, Students $7
Brian Cardany, director. An indoor presentation of  the Marching Band’s 
field show from the Fall 2021 season.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2021

URI WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS PRINCETON
1pm • Ryan Center • FREE
Come down to the Ryan Center and cheer on our Rhody Rams Wom-
en’s Basketball team as they take on the Princeton Tigers. 

ALL DAY ART GALLERY FIELD TRIP
10am -5pm • Providence Museums & Galleries • FREE
Join us for a relaxing trip exploring the rich art reserves in Providence 
Art Club, Bannister Gallery & RISD Museum along with the thought 
provoking and exciting insights revealed through the lens of  experienced 
artists and art curators! Register here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
art-gallery-field-trip-tickets-204190909507

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2021

URI WOMEN’S BASKETBALL VS HARVARD
6pm • Ryan Center • Students are FREE
Come down tot he Ryan Center and cheer on our Rhody Rams Wom-
en’s baskball team as they take on the Harvard Pilgrims.

THIS WEEK AT URI
FEATURES
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Awarded
annually
by the URI
Chapter of the
American
Association of 
University
Professors

URI/AAUP REILLY ROWORTH SCHOLARSHIP

to a female undergraduate student 
(sophomore or above) based on 
academic excellence and financial need.

Deadline for
submission is

December 1, 2021

Applications are available  
online at uriaaup.org under 

News & Events  

Cape Verdean Student Association 
shares diaspora culture

OUTRAGE!: Teaching 
controversy in the classroom
English professor Mohamed Anis Ferchichi brings 
global perspective to students
Sam Melia | Contributing Reporter

When Tunisian native Mohamed Anis Ferchichi ini-
tially left for Rhode Island after arriving as a Fullbright 
scholar back in 2015 to teach Arabic at URI, he hadn’t 
the slightest idea he’d be here six years later.

Two years after coming to America, Ferchichi applied 
for his Ph.D., and has spent his time since then chipping 
away at his dissertation while offering students a unique 
and worldly perspective on the mainly classical texts that 
his classes cover.

Ferchichi has taught English, literature and lan-
guage classes across North Africa and Europe and now 
in Rhode Island. 

He has been working on his dissertation and taught 
ENG 110: Introduction to Literature, ENG 121: OUT-
RAGE! Literature of  Protest and Dissent, ENG/CLS 
160: Literatures of  the World, ENG 241: U.S. Literature 
I, ENG 242: U.S. Literature II, Queer Politics, FRN 102: 
Beginning French II and WRT 104: Writing to Inform 
and Explain.

Though he began at URI primarily teaching Arabic 
with the language department, he now mainly teaches 
English courses. He is also involved with the Gender & 
Women’s Center and the department of  Africana studies.

ENG 121: OUTRAGE! Literature of  Protest and 
Dissent is a course that covers controversy itself  and the 
works produced by history’s coalescence with prose and 
poetry. 

Ferchichi said the most controversial topics his classes 
tow the line of  are the concepts of  race, queerness and 

their cultural and historical intersections. He 
emphasized the significance of  teaching his-
tory and analyzing classical texts from a vari-
ety of  perspectives.

“It's very important for the students of  
URI to see history, their history and culture, 
taught from a different perspective while 
keeping always an essence of  those texts,” Ferchichi said. 
“I think that's really enriching for them. Obviously, I’m 
not American. And when you touch on topics like race, 
the idea of  Islam or the idea of  queerness, its not at all 
something [students] can imagine [sometimes].”

  Expanding the worldly outlook of  students at 
URI, in line with the University’s “philosophy of  inclu-
sion” is a prerogative to which Ferchichi has invested a 
great deal of  class time through student-led discussion 
after important prefaces.

“Today we talked about the n-word, you know 19th 
century texts are a landmine for the n-word, and if  you 
don’t preface that students definitely might misunder-
stand that you are inclined to believe in that,” Ferchichi 
said. “By prefacing, you open the floor to have a discus-
sion. I tell them [students], I really am interested in your 
opinion, but we need to first hear the primacy of  how the 
text conveys meaning first.”

Ryan Trimm, an associate professor of  English at 
URI, has known and worked with Ferchichi since 2015 
and described his ability to convey his enthusiasm into his 
students as “special.”

“I saw again and again how committed [Ferchichi] 
is to the life of  the mind,” Trimm said. “He truly loves 

connecting and tracing out ideas.”
Ferchichi’s dissertation, which he is currently work-

ing on, examines the ways that the mind is represented 
in contemporary literature, and how it aligns with real 
neuroscience.

“Per usual with [Ferchichi], this is an intellectually 
ambitious project,” Trimm said. “Something I admire 
about him.”

In his experience teaching about controversy, dissent 
and outrage, Ferchichi said that covering touchy subject 
matter can feel like “walking on eggshells” for college 
professors. 

“It's generally stressful, but also helpful to learn about 
the world and myself,” he said.

For certain polarizing and emotionally charged top-
ics, such as abortion, Ferchichi prefers to let students 
bring into conversation on their own when they appear 
in texts. 

Letting the students address it, according to Ferchi-
chi, is what allows for a free flow of  discussion, and what 
stimulates the feeling of  safety needed to facilitate that in 
a classroom setting. 

“When here, they feel safe enough to discuss,” he 
said. “What matters is that the flow of  information is 
done in safe ways.”

Mandy Koskela | Contributing Reporter

Pasada dancing, traditional foods and learning 
new languages can all be found at the Cape Verdean 
Student Association (CVSA). 

Cape Verde, or Cabo Verde in the native lan-
guage of  Portuguese, is a country made up of  a 
group of  small islands off the coast of  West Africa. 
According to Cape Verde USA’s website, Rhode Is-
land is home to more than 15,000 Cape Verdeans, 
one of  the largest communities in the United States.

CVSA President Justice Douglas opened her 
arms to those from all backgrounds to come cele-
brate Cape Verdean culture, including traditional 
dancing and song. 

“You do not need to be Cape Verdean to be a 
part of  this organization,” Douglas said. “What you 
need is to have an open mind to be able to come and 
learn about a different culture.” 

Douglas, a senior at URI, is Puerto Rican and 
Native American. She joined CVSA as a first year 
representative before moving on to treasurer, vice 
president and now president. 

“I’ve been a part of  CVSA since my first year, 
and I fell in love with the culture and fell in love with 
the people,” Douglas said. 

The CVSA was re-recognized by the Student 
Senate on Sept. 29 after they were briefly unrecog-
nized last semester, according to Student Organiza-
tions Chair Katie Siegle.

“[Cape Verdean students] come to CVSA be-
cause they know that this is where they can be their 
authentic self  in terms of  their culture,” Douglas 
said. 

CVSA community service chair Alexis Batista, a 
senior at URI, is grateful to be able to celebrate her 

Cape Verdean roots at CVSA meetings. 
“Being around other people who are from the 

same background as me makes me feel at home,” 
Batista said. “CVSA is helping me get in touch with 
my culture.”

The organization has weekly meetings, at which 
members can learn a new word in Portuguese with 
the “word of  the week” activity, or learn how to per-
form the traditional dance pasada, a Cape Verdean 
couple’s dance. 

Meetings also sometimes feature game nights, 
including Jeopardy with Cape Verdean music and 
fun facts. 

Batista said that the meetings are“refreshing,” 
and a good way to teach people about the culture of  
Cape Verde.

The organization also hosts events, such as the 
annual All Black Affair Union Party and the Hallow-
een Bash, co-hosted by Uhuru Sasa, in which mem-
bers of  each organization come together for dancing 
and food. 

“We get catering, real authentic Cape Verdean 
food,” Douglas said. “[The students] love it.”

Douglas said that in her role as president, she 
has aimed to promote Cape Verdean culture and 
help more people learn about it.

“What I really try to do is shed light on the im-
portance of  the Cape Verdean culture and its heri-
tage, the different traditions that they have, and how 
much of  a family-oriented culture this is,” Douglas 
said. “It’s very close-knit, I love everybody in our or-
ganization.”

The Cape Verdean Student Association meets 
weekly on Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the Multicultural 
Student Services Center. President Justice Douglas 
can be reached at justice_douglas@uri.edu. 



Editorial: Campus Climate 
Survey forum coverage

One of  the most pressing and critical issues presently on the University of  Rhode Island’s 
campus are the results of  the Campus Climate Survey, which were released earlier this year. 

The Cigar has written articles highlighting the development of  the survey, its completion 
and multiple aspects of  its results that were released on Oct. 7. The survey was the first of  its 
kind at URI and a community-wide forum was held Oct. 15 to highlight its findings publicly. 

Throughout November, smaller forums divided up into sections of  students, faculty 
and staff members were hosted. According to a community-wide email, these forums were 
designed to “identify specific actions that respond to the report’s findings.”

This email also stated, “forum participants are asked to not discuss peers’ specific contri-
butions with anyone outside the group.” 

The Cigar editorial team understands the need and the importance of  the findings in 
the Campus Climate Survey. Out of  respect for the community and the organizers, the Cigar 
reached out to Campus Climate Survey Working Group chairs Mary Grace Almandrez and 
Jen Riley asking for access — whether that need be modified to ensure student privacy or not, 
the Cigar was willing to accept this. 

However, the Cigar was denied any level of  access or coverage to all of  these student-cen-
tered forums. Despite attempts of  contacting the leadership to gain more perspective on the 
reasons why, the Cigar received no response. 

As an editorial board, we are thoroughly upset to be denied the opportunity to cover these 
forums and address the deep-rooted concerns students have around URI’s campus climate. 
We care about these matters too, and the purpose of  our voice isn’t to blame or highlight pri-
vate information; rather, it is to act as a platform for the student body to highlight one of  the 
most critical issues facing URI students today. 

The Cigar provides us as campus journalists a platform to speak up and address issues 
that matter. While our voice may look different than that of  a typical student, writing articles, 
telling stories and making newscast packages on important issues are ways in which we choose 
to make change.

URI’s campus climate is problematic, specifically to students of  color, students that iden-
tify as LGBTQIA+ and female students. Limiting journalistic coverage of  community forums 
around this climate only causes more concern for us. 

As an editorial board, we wanted to call our readers’ attention to these forums and also 
explain why you will not see coverage of  these forums, despite their importance. We tried, and 
we wish we could cover them for you. 

- The Editorial Staff
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URI’s Ultimate Frisbee team hosted a tournament in Kingston last weekend. URI’s Ultimate Frisbee team hosted a tournament in Kingston last weekend. 
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Student-run production 
mixes comedy, tragedy in 
memoriable performance

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

What do you get when you put together Jim-
my Carter quotes, karaoke, Susan Boyle, bottles of  
honey, numerous fourth wall breaks and an entirely 
student-run production? Apparently, lots of  laugh-
ter.

“Exit, Pursued By a Bear” is a brilliant, hilari-
ous one-act play from playwright Lauren Gunder-
son, who has become a University of  Rhode Island 
Theatre favorite, as productions of  “Silent Sky” and 
“I and You” have also recently graced URI’s stages. 
Directed by senior Mackenzie Blake with both cast 
and crew made up of  only students, the show ran 
for just three performances last weekend, but it was 
a treat for all who were able to see it.

With a title taken from one of  William Shake-
speare’s stage directions, “Exit, Pursued By A Bear” 
tells a story within a story on July 4, 2011 in north-
ern Georgia. Nan Carter, after six years with her 
abusive husband Kyle, decides to both teach him 
a lesson and leave him on through the help of  her 
gay best friend Simon and a stripper/actress named 
Sweetheart. The trio tape Kyle to a chair and force 
him to watch as they break the fourth wall and reen-
act different scenes from their abusive relationship. 
For the grand finale, they plan to cover him in meat 
and honey to attract a bear to maul him to death. 

While it may not sound like a comedy on the 
surface, the audience in J Studio could not stop its 
laughter and applause. They were only silent in the 
few powerful, incredibly serious scenes, in which 
domestic violence was confronted and portrayed 
head-on.

In a director’s note in the playbill, Blake wrote 
about how she related to the character of  Nan and 
the importance of  both of  their stories is why she 
chose “Exit” specifically for her proposal for the an-
nual THE 420: Advanced Directing project, which 
is awarded to a qualified directing concentrate by 
the URI Theatre faculty. 

“I want this play to spread awareness in the dif-
ferent ways abuse can present itself,” Blake wrote. 
“It is important to know what abuse looks like and 
be able to ask for help.”

 Along with the note, Blake and her team 
added information for The National Domestic 
Violence Hotline as well as a content warning for 
depictions and mentions of  domestic abuse and vi-
olence, as well as mentions of  gun use and use of  
a prop gun. These warnings were repeated in the 
pre-show announcements as well.

While J Studio can potentially seat about 250 
audience members, “Exit” only sat 60, providing 

for an incredibly intimate experience that involved 
only one set, designed and built by senior Erin 
Doyle. Before the lights dimmed and the actors ap-
peared, the scene was already set, with beer cans lit-
tered across the floor, peeking out from underneath 
a couch and atop the antlers of  a stuffed deer above 
the fridge.

When they did appear, the small cast of  four 
was able to take advantage of  every moment of  
stage time they got, each presented with their own 
monologues that allowed them to connect with 
the audience and a script that provided a range of  
emotions to play. It is clear through this and other 
productions why URI Theatre keeps returning to 
Gunderson’s work.

 You couldn’t help but root for transfer stu-
dent Tricia Snell as Nan Carter, even though her 
plan was definitely a bit on the insane side and her 
idolization of  the 39th U.S. President Jimmy Carter, 
who she said she wished was her father, bordered on 
odd obsession.

From the moment Snell first addressed the 
audience in her jean shorts and plain T-shirt, she 
rawly and beautifully bounced quickly between hu-
mor, anger and devastation to really capture Nan’s 
character. 

On the other hand was Kyle, played by junior 
Peter McGreen, who was so hilariously stupid that 
it was even endearing at moments. While it wasn’t 
hard to see his charm and why Nan stuck around 
for so long, McGreen was just as solid in the serious 
moments as in the lighthearted ones, reminding us 
of  the production’s purpose as stated by Blake.

Sophomore Jenna Goulart and senior Alex 
McGreen earned some of  the biggest laughs of  the 
night as Sweetheart and Simon respectively, as both 
were obvious masters of  physical comedy. Goulart 
also had the pleasure of  playing “Super Kyle” as 
her character in most of  the reenactments, show-
ing off both her and Sweetheart’s acting chops. 
McGreen got the first mid-show applause when he 
entered through the audience in a cheerleading uni-
form, ready to pump up Nan and show his disdain 
and hatred for Kyle. 

Throughout, as the plan kept getting derailed 
and the theatrics continued, it was hard not to let 
your eyes glance to the venison defrosting on the 
floor by Kyle’s feet, waiting for a bear to make its 
grand entrance. I won’t spoil the ending, but I can 
say it’s certainly unexpected and worth the wait.

My only wish is that more people could have 
gotten to see the work of  these brilliant students last 
weekend in its amazingly hilarious, intimate, poi-
gnant, powerful and, unfortunately, short-lived run.
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It must be Kismet!
New comedy improv theater 
opens in Pawtucket
Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Watch out, Pawtucket! The 
new Kismet Improv comedy the-
ater is bringing improv and com-
edy performances, classes and en-
tertainment to Rhode Island.

Kismet Improv, owned by 
Luke and Taylor Bruneaux, had 
their grand opening on Sept. 10. 
In the few months since their 
opening, they’ve been able to 
bring much laughter to audiences.

The theater offers adult and 
teen improv and comedy classes, 
as well as performances every Fri-
day and Saturday night, according 
to Luke Bruneaux. The space also 
offers rental times for their spac-
es, as well as a full bar for adults 
to hang out at while enjoying the 
show.

The actors and perform-
ers at the theater exhibit a range 
of  ages, difficulty and perfor-
mance background, according to 
Bruneaux, from adults through to 
college age students. He also said 
that many students at Brown Uni-
versity in Providence have stopped 
in to take a class or participate in a 
performance.

“We have a teen specialty 
class, so we’ve seen teenagers drop 
in and have their own environ-
ment to practice and play differ-
ently,” Bruneaux said. “But, class-
es in general have a whole range 
of  people with all kinds of  back-
grounds.”

Ayla Ahlquist, the director of  
operations at Kismet Improv, said 
that the instructors of  their class-
es have been trained all across the 
country, in places like New York, 
Chicago and Boston, and they all 
bring a unique perspective to the 
students they teach.

Bruneaux said that some stu-
dents in their classes don’t come 
in with the intention of  acting or 

improv, but to improve other so-
cial skills.

“They just want to learn how 
to speak better in public and be 
more comfortable and less anx-
ious,” Bruneaux said. “At the 
same time, we also have people 
who want to be professional co-
medians.”

Some students in the class 
go on to be actors in the group’s 
weekend performances, while oth-
ers use the classes to boost their 
skills to use elsewhere, according 
to Ahlquist. However, all students, 
if  desired, would have the oppor-
tunity to become a cast member 
in the productions.

Bruneaux said that he first 
found his love for improv af-
ter attending a comedy show in 
Chicago just after graduating 
college. Coming from a theatre 
background, he loved the carefree 
spirit of  improv and the jokes that 
were made “on a whim.”

“Improv is so focused on just 
being in front of  another human 
being and feeling their vibe,” 
Bruneaux said. “It’s not like the-
atre, where there’s a script, or 
like stand-up comedy, where you 
prepare your jokes beforehand. 
It’s truly come up within the mo-
ment.”

Both Bruneaux and Ahlquist 
suggested that students at the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island, regard-
less of  age or major, stop at their 
theater to watch a performance, 
take a class or just see what it’s all 
about.

“Improv is very short, to the 
point and entertaining,” Ahlquist 
said. “I think that students would 
really enjoy coming to the theater 
and checking out a show or two 
and give improv a chance.”

To find out more about Kis-
met Improv, you can visit their 
website at kismetimprov.com.

ENTERTAINMENT
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URI Theatre addressed the different ways abuse can present itself with “Exit, Pursued by a Bear.”  
PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark | Staff Photographer



Alumna returns to deliver powerful, 
personal Trans Awareness Week keynote speech
Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor 

When a transgender student found herself  mis-
gendered by a preacher on her way to class, she tear-
fully called Annie Russell, director of  the University 
of  Rhode Island Gender and Sexuality Center (GSC). 
When she returned to the Quad after her 50-minute 
lecture, it had been covered in trans flags and people 
spreading their love and support to her.

“It was so amazing to see that support on campus,” 
Victoria Rose ’20 said when she returned to the GSC 
Tuesday night to serve as their Trans Awareness Week 
keynote speaker.

“Being in this building really helped me,” Rose said 
about the GSC, a place she found herself  in often as a 
student.

URI provided her with the opportunity to meet 
open-minded individuals of  different 
backgrounds and a community that 
she’d never had the chance to have in 
person before. In fact, it wasn’t until she 
became a URI student that she met an-
other trans person.

Having the keynote speaker be an 
alum was something that drew freshman 
Lauren Voss to the event. 

“It’s nice hearing about trans expe-
riences not just generally, but also [from] 
someone who specifically went to URI, 
so you can not only understand more 
about trans people generally, but also the 
specific people you might meet on cam-
pus,” Voss said.

Known on YouTube as Victoria 
Rose, she became a full-time content 
creator last year and currently has over 
37,000 subscribers on the platform. Her 
channel focuses on “demystifying” tran-
sitioning, showing that trans people are 
normal and offering guidance to other 
trans people.

Rose said that she always behaved 
in a more feminine way, aligning herself  
with girls as a child rather than boys, 
who would then bully her for doing so. Trying to fit in 
and run from her true self, just made her feel “misera-
ble,” and the idea of  living as a man for the rest of  her 
life made her feel “hopeless.” Rose said that she began 
experiencing suicidal thoughts and exhibiting self-inju-
rious behaviors to “punish” herself  for not being like 
everyone else.

In 2010, Dan Savage and his husband Terry Mill-
er founded an Internet-based nonprofit called It Gets 
Better. The project included over 50,000 video entries 
of  LGBTQIA+ adults who shared their own stories 
with the message that “it gets better” in hopes to pre-
vent LGBTQIA+ youth from attempting suicide. Rose 
recalled watching those videos and being struck with the 
realization that she was not alone.

“YouTube became my sanctuary and YouTubers 
became my friends,” Rose said. “Finally, there was 
another person just like me, who was looking into the 
camera like they were looking in my eyes. They were 

laughing, crying and growing with me. I knew then that 
one way or another, I wanted to be on the other side of  
that screen –– to be that person that I needed so badly.”

At 15 years old, Rose found herself  making local 
news, as well as history, when she used the girls’ bath-
room at Chariho High School, to which her principal 
had objected. Though it took months, through the help 
of  many staff members, the school’s dean, Russell and 
several attorneys from GLAAD, she was able to set legal 
precedents in Rhode Island for transgender individuals 
to use correct facilities.

“While I was thankful to blaze this trail for those 
coming after me, I didn’t ask to be a trailblazer just to 
use the restroom,” Rose said.

In an attempt to put everything behind her and 
move on, Rose graduated a year early at 17 years old 
and went to URI, choosing to go “stealth.” This is a 

term trans people use to describe concealing their iden-
tity as trans in order to avoid discrimination and vio-
lence. Soon, she said it started to feel too much like the 
hiding she’d done pre-transitioning, and she worked to 
be more open, particularly in her gender and women’s 
studies classes.

“She really is a dynamic personality, someone who 
even as a young student on this campus was more than 
willing to speak truth to power, which is not something 
that is easily found,” Russell said of  Rose.

One professor that she encountered in these gen-
der and women’s studies classes was Donna M. Hughes. 
Rose shared that when she revealed herself  as trans to 
her classmates and Hughes, she felt a “significant change 
in energy” from the professor, who began to ignore her, 
even when she was the only student in the room with her 
hand raised to answer a question. Her experience meant 
that Rose wasn’t surprised when Hughes published an-

ti-transgender statements in March 2021, but she was 
disappointed.

“My concern is that the same person that wrote 
such a hateful article about gender is then going on to a 
state-funded university and teaching gender and wom-
en’s studies,” Rose said. “Teaching young students, the 
future of  America, that trans people are freaks who are 
disfigured and coming to your children and invading 
your spaces.”

Rose highlighted a statistic that about 84 percent 
of  Americans do not personally know anybody who is 
trans, meaning they learn about and form their opinions 
on the trans community through media and higher edu-
cation. It is part of  why being visible as a trans woman 
is so important to Rose.

This has also been linked to the record numbers 
of  murders of  trans people, particularly trans women 

of  color. Rose said that, according to 
the Human Rights Campaign, 2021 is 
now the deadliest year on record for 
transgender individuals, with at least 
45 trans people murdered, including 
her good friend and trans advocate 
Jahaira DeAlto, 42, who was stabbed 
to death in Boston in May 2021. Rose 
described DeAlto as “caring, loving” 
and a “mother figure” to many in the 
community, including herself.

“[Allies] of  trans people have cer-
tain privileges that a lot of  times trans 
people do not, so utilize that privilege 
to amplify trans voices,” Rose advised. 
“Not only talk with trans people, listen 
to trans people. If  you are online, for 
example with what we have right now, 
it’s at our fingertips at all times. It takes 
a click of  a button to share a trans per-
son’s story.”

Sharing her story and helping 
others is exactly what Rose set out to 
do with both her YouTube channel 
and her keynote speech. However, she 
doesn’t use the word “bravery” for her 
advocacy and her ability to live honest-
ly, but rather “determination.”

“Transitioning wasn’t something I did because I was 
brave; I transitioned out of  necessity and bravery fol-
lowed,” she said. “To be who I am means that I have to 
work hard every day. Bravery is non-negotiable because 
my very existence in this world causes friction and de-
bate. It is determination that I have to establish myself  
to keep going every day, I will be determined to contin-
ue living true to myself. And that is the promise I will 
always keep.”

Rose had a videographer at the event and plans to 
share her speech on her YouTube channel.

The GSC is rounding out their week of  events with 
queer Buddhist monk Kyle Parker sharing on LGBTQ+ 
healing in a hybrid/virtual event tonight at 7 p.m. Fri-
day will feature a Trans Day of  Remembrance vigil with 
lunch from 1-3 p.m. and the week will end with the an-
nual Queer Prom from 8-11 p.m. All events will take 
place at the GCS. 
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“Finally, there was another person just 
like me, who was looking into the 

camera like they were looking in my 
eyes. They were laughing, crying and 

growing with me. I knew then that 
one way or another, I wanted to be on 
the other side of that screen –– to be 
that person that I needed so badly.”

- Victoria Rose ‘20
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‘Red (Taylor’s Version)’: 
Watch her ‘begin again’
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

Taylor Swift has once again taken control of  her 
fate with the release of  her second re-recorded album, 
“Red (Taylor’s Version).”

In addition to 21 previous hits, Swift delivered six 
tracks “from the vault,” a highly-anticipated 10-min-
ute version of  her ballad “All Too Well” and two songs 
she had penned and sold to other artists for recording 
in 2012. 

Similarly to “Fearless (Taylor’s Version),” Swift 
and an array of  decorated producers showcased in-
credible improvement on all fronts when compared 
to the original album. Vocals, instrumentals and pro-
duction of  her 30-piece project are pushed to another 
level. 

Every single second of  this collection is remark-
able, but some are even more distinctive than others.

Take “All Too Well (10 Minute Version) (Taylor’s 
Version) (From The Vault)” for example, which has 
always been one of  Swift’s most well-renowned songs 
among her fanbase. The original is breathtaking — 
sentimental lyrics and stripped-down chord structures 
tell the story of  Swift’s broken past relationship with 
actor Jake Gyllenhaal. 

The 10 minute version delves even deeper, add-
ing musical complexity and filling in the gaps of  a 
heartbreaking story. 

“They say all's well that ends well/ but I'm in a 
new hell every time you double-cross my mind.” 

Pure genius is pulled together with an accompa-
nying short film starring Dylan O’Brien and Sadie 
Sink. This song alone shook the world.

Her other re-recordings are incredible, each of  
them showing the impressive growth of  Swift’s vocal 
tone and techniques. 

“Everything Has Changed (feat. Ed Sheeran) 
(Taylor’s Version)” stands out as Swift’s best re-record-
ing to date. The clarity in her voice and confidence in 
shared harmonies is consuming and unfiltered. Plus, 
Sheeran and Swift are such a powerful duo, and will 
always hold a special place in my heart.

A close second in terms of  previously-released 

Polo G concert receives 
second cancellation notice
Ashyln Messier | Staff Reporter

Rapper Polo G will not be making a stop to per-
form at the University of  Rhode Island after all. 

The Polo G concert, which was rescheduled to 
this Friday, Nov. 19, after its initial Sept. 17 date was 
canceled due to COVID-19 concerns, was canceled 
again, this time due to the low amount of  tickets sold. 

The “Rapstar” singer’s initial concert was can-
celled three days before the event. The rescheduled 
show was again cancelled somewhat last minute, 
with an online announcement made about Friday’s 
show on Monday. 

A statement, posted on the Ryan Center website, 
said the show slated for Friday had been cancelled 
“due to unforeseen circumstances.”

The statement on the website also said that all 
tickets would be automatically refunded in full by the 
Ryan Center. According to the statement, everyone 
who purchased a ticket will receive a more detailed 
email with a guide to the process of  getting a refund.

One student, sophomore Allie Brunelle, a big 
Polo G fan, said she was excited about the show. This 
concert was going to be her first show at the Ryan 
Center.  

“Polo G is my favorite rapper,” Brunelle said. 
“When I heard he was coming over the summer, I 
was so excited. I was shocked that he was coming, 
he’s my favorite.” 

She was looking forward to attending the con-
cert to spend time with friends and experience her 

first concert at URI.
“I’m looking forward to going with my friends 

and having a good time,” Brunelle said before being 
made aware of  the cancellation. “I love concerts, es-
pecially being at URI, I think that’s so cool.” 

On Nov. 15, Erica Skubis, the marketing manag-
er for the Ryan Center, said in a statement that “the 
Polo G show was canceled due to low ticket sales.” 

Skubis explained that the original Sept. 17 show 
was on target to sell over 5,000 tickets while the re-
scheduled Nov. 19 date, which was open to URI stu-
dents, sold less than 750 tickets.

Due to the low sale of  tickets, Skubis said the 
promoter, Platinum Entertainment Group, ultimate-
ly made the tough decision to cancel the show in or-
der to “avoid a larger financial loss.” 

Brunelle said that she received an email from the 
University which stated that she would get a refund, 
but said it mentioned nothing about the show get-
ting rescheduled. She was surprised that more tickets 
weren’t sold for the show, but thought that it could 
have something to do with the fact that the show was 
already cancelled once before.

“I’m thinking it might be because after it got 
cancelled the first time, people just didn’t think it was 
worth buying [tickets] again,” Brunelle said. 

Even though these two shows were unexpectedly 
cancelled, there is still one more concert scheduled 
to occur next month. According to the Ryan Center 
website, Playboi Carti is still set to make a stop at 
URI as part of  his King Vamp Tour with opener 
Rico Nasty on Dec. 16. 

New gallery showcases 
intersecting identities 
through art
Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

The newest exhibit at the University of  Rhode Island’s Fine Arts 
Center displays art that transforms the idea of  intersecting identities 
onto the work we see. 

“Constellations + Cartographies: Black” is a two-person exhibition 
featuring work by Edwige Charlot and Kyle b. co and curated by k. 
funmilayo aileru. 

Charlot was born in Paris, France, and lives in Providence. In their 
practice, Charlot borrows from installation, collage and printmaking to 
create hybrid works and lexical visual language.

Kyle b. co. is in their final semester in the art program at Rutgers 
University. Kyle predominantly works in print, performance and sculp-
ture-based art. They said that the work displayed in the gallery was 
created over a few years and selected when the show was being put 
together. 

Kyle said they used simplified marks, of  lines, circles and dots as a 
way to “commit to a practice of  prayer.” 

“A prayer speaks to the effort for some repetitive order, or periodic 
manner for something to change,” Kyle said.

They spoke about one particular piece that was created during the 
height of  the COVID-19 lockdown. The work of  art is called “Col-
trane and Chip Stains,” which uses hot Cheeto stains, black walnut ink 
and graphite to make the print. 

The piece was created only when listening to the American saxo-
phonist John Coltrane. Kyle said this practice allowed them to get into 
a meditative state to create.They said that through the process, they 
were able to come to some self-realizing moments because these pieces 
were created during 2020 and they represent a time that people can 
collectively feel as a time of  reflection. 

“Every show gets its own unique pathway. One of  the exciting 
things is thinking about all the different ways shows could happen,” 
said Rebecca Levitan, the University’s art gallery director. “This partic-
ular gallery was curated by k. funmilayo aileru, a queer, Black, Indige-
nous artist, curator and critic.”

According to Levitan, the University shows four galleries a year, 
two in the fall semester and two in the spring. Levitan noted that the 
galleries in the fall include work from outside artists, as a way for stu-
dents to get to see art they might not otherwise have the chance to. 
They typically find artists that use concepts that relate to the student 
community.

“[We’re] interested in hearing ideas from the greater URI commu-
nity, and hearing from students about how they want to see the space,” 
she said.

The shows in the spring are student-based, and they aim to have ju-
ried shows as the last one of  the year, according to Levitan. She added 
that URI brings in an outside curator, who looks through student work 
to be displayed. However, there are smaller showcases throughout the 
Fine Arts Center, in which student work gets displayed. 

If  you are interested in “Constellations + Cartographies: Black,” 
the main gallery located in the Fine Arts Center is open Monday to 
Thursday 12-4 p.m. This installation will be up until Dec. 3. 
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tracks would have to be “Treacherous (Taylor’s Ver-
sion).” I’ve always loved the gradual build up through-
out this tune, and everything seems heightened with 
added instrumentation and intensity in this version. 

Swift’s six songs “from the vault” were original-
ly intended for the “Red” debut, but didn’t make the 
cut back in 2012. My favorite new release, without a 
doubt, is “Nothing New (feat. Phoebe Bridgers) (Tay-
lor’s Version.)” First of  all, it’s hard to be a Pharb and 
not choose this track as my No. 1. Bridgers’ voice goes 
above and beyond in both her solo lines and back-
ground harmonies. Aside from my standom, this song 
has notable piano strikes and isolated vocals. Swift’s 
heart truly went into the lyrics of  this song. Even after 
dozens of  listens, I can’t find a single flaw. 

I could write about this album non-stop. Swift 
gets nostalgic in her music, and even seems to have 
mastered the stratagem of  marketing with her exclu-
sive merchandise and vinyls flying off the shelves. The 
real question is: how many more surprises does Swift 
have up her sleeve? 

“Red (Taylor’s Version)” is a must-listen, and her 
multiple music and lyric videos are impossible to ig-
nore. Swift is on an exponential climb to prove her 
talent and worth to the music industry.
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A-10 tourney hopes blocked by Fordham in season finale
Tori Frank | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s Volleyball 
team concluded it’s regular season this past weekend, split-
ting matchups against Fordham University in a battle for the 
sixth and final spot in the Atlantic 10 Tournament. 

The first match of  the weekend began on the road 
where Rhody took a 3-0 defeat to Fordham. They got off 
to a slow start, falling behind early before losing the first set 
25-11. 

In the second set, Rhody came out strong with an early 
9-7 lead, but Fordham put together a 7-2 run of  their own 
to take a 14-11 lead. From there, it was touch and go for 
URI, but Fordham captured four of  the next five points to 
separate themselves and win the set 25-20. 

In the third and final set, the two teams battled it out 
once more. After a Brynne Wright kill put Rhody up 19-18 
late in the set, Fordham used another late run, scoring seven 
of  the final eight points of  the set to take the 3-0 victory.

Junior outside hitter Claire Wagner, was the only player 
from the Rhody to earn double digits on the attack with her 
11 kills. Freshman Grace Hammond racked up 21 assists 
and senior libero Ella Ratzloff contributed 13 digs. 

Sunday’s matchup was bittersweet with Rhody winning 
3-1. They needed to sweep Fordham to earn a spot in the 
conference tournament, but they would fail to do so after 
dropping the third set. 

Rhody began set one with lots of  energy for their last 
home game of  the season. Wagner recorded five kills for 
URI in the set to give them a five-point lead early on. URI 
continued this trend as they kept a steady lead throughout 
the first set. Hammond eventually closed out the set with a 
kill to give Rhody a 25-15 victory. 

Similar to the first set, Rhody was in control for the very 
beginning, never trailing at any point. Fordham brought it 
as close as 13-9 midway through the set, but URI stretched 
their lead and didn’t look back, winning the set two 25-13. 

With a playoff spot on the line, the two teams battled it 
out in the third set. The set started off with an early tie 8-8 
and was back and forth until Fordham responded with a 5-1 
run to make the score 20-15. URI struggled to close the gap, 

losing the set 25-19. 
The fourth set was the most competitive of  the match 

with eight ties and four lead changes. URI broke the 17-17 
tie with two aces from Hammond and kills from graduate 
student Jaime Smith and senior Mariah Paulette. The Rams 
won 25-20 ending their season finale on a high note. 

Emotions were high after Sunday’s matchup as a hand-
ful of  women played their last game in Keaney blue. 

“It’s definitely hard, but it doesn’t feel like a win right 
now,” Ratzloff said. During the match, she became the first 
URI player to have 1,500 digs in her career. 

Head Coach Angel Agu empathized with the girls as 

she was also saddened to see their season come to an end.  
“You know, we did come up short; it was not the result 

that we wanted,” she said. “One of  [our] goals was to go 
to the A-10 championship, but at the end of  the day I told 
them there is so much to be proud of  despite that. I think 
this team created a stamp for Rhode Island Volleyball mov-
ing forward and I think future teams are scared to play us.” 

The team ended the 2021 season with a record of  13-
19 overall, their most wins since the 2015 season. With new 
additions to the roster and a full year to acclimate, Agu and 
the returning players are excited for next year. 
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Student-athlete-led group raises 
money for childhood cancer

NOVEMBER 18, 2021

Fundraiser to help The Tomorrow Fund provide resources for families with children fighting cancer

Year One of the Angel Agu era concluded with a bittersweet victory at home against Fordham. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer

SPORTS

Zach Austin | Staff Reporter 

Last baseball season, Billy Butler was 
confined to a hotel room off-campus. 
He was in quarantine after testing pos-
itive for COVID-19, alone with just his 
thoughts and the internet. With nothing 
to do, he decided to watch “The Social 
Dilemma” on Netflix when a lightbulb 
suddenly went off in his mind.

“Why doesn’t the baseball team do 
more to give back to the community or 
help out in any way to just make a differ-
ence?” Butler said, describing this reali-
zation as an “epiphany.”

After successfully raising $13,000 
with the University of  Rhode Island 
Baseball team to fund research against 
Alzheimer’s disease last spring, Butler 
knew that he wanted to continue making 
an impact in his community. 

Looking to expand past just base-
ball, Butler connected with football team 
player Coby Tippett earlier this fall. The 
two shared the same athletic academic 
advisor, Daniel Hamlet, and Tippett was 
looking to round out his credits. After 
learning about Butler’s previous fund-
raiser from Hamlet, he knew he wanted 
to help start one of  his own as part of  an 
internship.

“I thought that was pretty cool, be-
cause we’re both student-athletes and 

we both have 
a passion for 
giving back to 
the communi-
ty and serving 
others,” Tip-
pett said. “So 
we connected, 
and we became 
pretty close 
very quick. It’s 
been a growing 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
ever since.”

The two 
decided to 
partner up 
with The To-
morrow Fund, 
a nonprofit or-
ganization that 
works to ease 
the burden of  
families with 
children with 
cancer emo-
tionally and fi-
nancially, at the 
Hasbro Chil-

dren’s Hospital in Providence. Having 
student-athletes use their platforms to 
spread awareness to the cause has giv-
en them a boost, according to Lisa Ab-

benante, executive director of  The To-
morrow Fund.

“We’re humbled; we’re honored; 
we’re thrilled that they discovered us,” 
Abbenante said. “They’re bringing about 
awareness of  who we are, what we do 
and how we service these families.”

After finding their cause, they land-
ed on the name “Ballers in Action.” 
The name came with the idea that stu-
dent-athlete founded causes can continue 
past Tippett and Butler’s time in Kings-
ton.

“I want the athletes at URI just to 
unlock that passion to just give back to 
the community, because everyone knows 
how good it feels to help someone out 
or make a little difference in someone’s 
day,” Butler said. “I think the more peo-
ple, especially athletes, know that they 
can understand how important their 
voices [are].”

So far, the Ballers in Action fund-
raiser has seen contributions from a vast 
array of  people: from family and com-
munity members to others in the athletic 
department. As of  Wednesday, Nov. 17, 
the fundraiser has raised over $3,500.

“It’s just been so much support from 
everyone that loves me, and I just can’t 
thank them enough for the love and sup-
port throughout this,” Tippett said.

Shane Donaldson, assistant athletic 

director for media relations at URI, has 
played a big role in the Ballers in Action 
fundraiser, according to both athletes. He 
has not only spread the word and pro-
moted the fundraiser to the Rhody com-
munity, but also helped inspire the idea 
for both to pursue Ballers in Action as an 
internship opportunity. 

Similar to Butler’s fundraiser in the 
spring, statistics on the field are a distinct 
feature of  this fundraiser. For different 
accomplishments on offense, defense 
and special teams, a certain amount is 
pledged by Tippett and his teammates on 
a level system from one to four. For exam-
ple, after Tippett’s interception against 
New Hampshire on Saturday, a level-one 
donation would be $1, a level-two would 
be $5, a level-three would be $10 and a 
level-four pledge would round out to $20 
or more. 

While these two student-athletes may 
not know exactly what the future holds 
for them after URI, their passion for giv-
ing back will be something they carry for-
ward for years to come.

“That was the first time I really felt 
like I love to do something; just like the 
same passion I have for baseball,” Butler 
said. “It was really cool to see that.”

Donations are still being accepted 
to benefit The Tomorrow Fund on Go-
FundMe.

Top: Coby Tippett
Bottom: Billy Butler
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Women’s Basketball off to best 
start in 19 years

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s 
Basketball team continued its hot start to the 
season with blowout victories over Merrimack 
on Friday and Coppin State on Sunday, fol-
lowed by a 66-53 win over in-state rival Provi-
dence on Wednesday.

The Rams started their weekend at the 
Ryan Center with a tilt against Merrimack; a 
game that Rhody dominated from the open-
ing tip. The Rams scored the first 14 points of  
the contest, helping them to build a 29-8 lead 
over the Warriors going into the second quar-
ter. Sophomore guard Dolly Cairns led the way 
with seven first-quarter points for Rhody.

The lead only increased from there. A 
three-point barrage from the Rams ensued and 
freshman Emmi Rinat and graduate senior Dez 
Elmore helped push the lead to 60-26 at the 
end of  the half. 

Things got worse for the Warriors as Rhody 
held them to just 16 points in the second half. 
The final score was 106-42 in favor of  the 
Rams, marking the largest margin of  victory in 
program history. 

Five different players reached double figures 
for the Rams, led by Rinat who had a game-
high 17 points — good enough to earn her an 
Atlantic 10 Rookie of  the Week. Redshirt se-
nior Emmanuelle Tahane added 14 points and 
13 rebounds to go along with five assists. 

In a blowout win, Head Coach Tammi Reiss 
emphasized the importance of  playing unselfish 
basketball for the full 40 minutes of  the game. 

“It is easy to get complacent in games like 
this,” Reiss said. “I was proud of  how our play-
ers shared the ball and played hard for the en-
tire game.”

Cairns, who finished with 13 points in just 
17 minutes, said the team was never focused on 
the scoreline and despite a Rhody advantage, 
they were actually disappointed heading into 
halftime.

“Coach told us to box out at halftime,” 
Cairns said. “We gave up a lot of  offensive 

boards in the first half  so we made a concerted 
effort to do better in the second half.”

The Rams continued their trend of  blowout 
victories on Sunday when they took on Coppin 
State in another home matchup. However, this 
one was a lot closer coming out of  the gate. 

The Rams only mustered a slight 12-10 
advantage after the first quarter as both teams 
struggled to get their offense going, shooting a 
combined 8-33 from the field. 

However, the Rams got it in the second 
quarter behind a 17-1 run in the final five min-
utes of  the half. Three-pointers were made 
during that run by Elmore, Cairns and sopho-
more forward Mayé Touré. The Rams used this 
huge offensive explosion to extend their lead to 
31-19 heading into the break. 

The second half  spelled more of  the same 
for the Rams as they hit five of  seven threes in 
the third quarter to double their lead heading 
into the final quarter of  play.

The Rams were able to win the fourth quar-
ter 16-11 and ultimately win the contest by a fi-
nal score of  74-45. What was a tight affair early 
resulted in a crushing victory for the Rams that 
pushed them to 3-0. 

Rhody continued their undefeated start to 
the season when they traveled to in-state nem-
esis Providence College on Wednesday. They 
won 66-53 behind a stellar team defensive ef-
fort as well as big scoring efforts from Elmore 
and Cairns.

Cairns finished the night with a game-high 
21 points on a staggering 5-8 from downtown. 
Elmore added 15 of  her own to go along with a 
career-high 17 rebounds. Rhody also got contri-
butions from guard Marta Vargas and forward 
Marie-Paule Foppossi, who both finished with 
11 points. Yet it was the defense that made the 
difference as they held the Friars to just 2-14 
from the three-point line.

The win marks the first time the Rams are 
4-0 the 2002-03 season. They will look to con-
tinue their streak on Saturday when they return 
home to take on Princeton with tip-off  set for 1 
p.m. on ESPN+.
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Men’s Soccer fall in 
A-10 semifinals
Sixth seeded Duquesne upset the second 
seeded Rams 2-1

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Island Men’s Soccer team had 
its season come to a close on Friday after fall ing to the No. 
6 seed Duquesne Dukes in the Atlantic 10 semifinals 2-1. 

The Rams trailed behind early as Duquesne scored its 
f irst goal just 10 minutes into the opening half.  For the 
Dukes, it was forward Nate Dragisich who was able to beat 
two Rhody defenders and find space for a 20-yard screamer 
of  a goal. Rhody fought to equalize in the first half  with 
chances from forward Patrick Agyemang and winger Rafa 
Villanueva, but they were stopped by Duquesne goalkeeper 
Dominic Nascimben, keeping the deficit at one goal head-
ing into the break. 

Similar to the first half,  the Rams came out of  the locker 
room slow. They paid for their sluggishness when Duquesne’s 
Zack Mowka scored a goal from point-blank range to double 
their advantage. 

It didn’t take long for the Rams to respond though, as 
Villanueva found the back of  the net just four minutes later 
on an assist from Agyemang and grad student Edvin Ak-
selsen.

The Rams came closest to adding and tying up the match 
when Agyemang headed a cross towards the goal, but unfor-
tunately saw it drift above the crossbar. Two minutes later, 
Akselsen threatened the goal with a curler from outside the 
box, but Nascimben was equal to it. 

Agyemang was disappointed with the way the Rams 
opened the match and felt that was ultimately their down-
fall . 

“I just feel l ike we started kind of  slow, and we put our-
selves in a hole early,” Agyemang said. “Against a good team 
like Duquesne this late in the season, it ended up costing 
us.”

This loss made for an abrupt ending to a great year from 
the Rams who finished 10-5-2 and second in the Atlantic 
10. Rhody also logged marquee wins against UConn, de-
feating the Huskies for the first time since 1979; Dayton, 
who they beat for the first time since 2006 on the road; and 
a ranked win against A-10 foe VCU.

Despite the crushing defeat, Agyemang felt as though 
there was a lot to be proud of  in this season for the Rams. 

“We had high expectations coming into the season and 
obviously it was really disappointing to have our season end 
like this,” Agyemang said. “But we did some things here 
that haven’t been done in a really long time, and I feel l ike 
we achieved a lot this year.”

Next year, the Rams will  only lose their goalkeeper Ste-
fan Schmidt, but return the rest of  their young and talented 
squad. Head Coach Gareth Elliott believes there is a lot to 
look forward to in Kingston next year.

“We have a pretty young squad, and we showed some of  
our capabilities this year,” Elliott said. “I think we will  have 
similar expectations for next year, and our fans have a lot to 
look forward to.”

The Rams will  start anew next fall  and will  have their 
eyes set on an A-10 championship once again as they gear 
up for offseason training.

SPORTS

An early 2-0 deficit was too much for the Rams to overcome in Friday’s loss vs. 
Duquesne. PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com

For the first time since the 2002-03 season, the women’s basketball team start the season 4-0. For the first time since the 2002-03 season, the women’s basketball team start the season 4-0. 
PHOTO CREDIT:PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark |  Greg Clark | Staff PhotographerStaff Photographer

Rinat, Cairns come through in Rams record start



Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

The push for the Football 
Championship Subdivision (FCS) 
playoffs is alive in Kingston.

The University of  Rhode Is-
land Football team held control all 
throughout Saturday’s game, com-
ing up with a 28-3 win over Univer-
sity of  New Hampshire on senior 
day.  

The win moved the Rams’ re-
cord to 7-3 and 4-3 in conference 
play. 

After a tough stretch in Octo-
ber, Rhode Island Head Coach Jim 
Fleming believes his team is back 
on track and playing better football.

“This game was dominated 
from start to finish,” Fleming said. 
“When you look at the past 10 
quarters, that’s the kind of  football I 
think we expect out of  each other.” 

Right off the bat, Rhody held 
all of  the momentum. Just three 
plays in, quarterback Kasim Hill 
found Jaylen Smith for a wide-open 
swing pass, and he did the rest. The 
freshman running back took it 81 
yards to the house to give them a 
6-0 lead. 

On the point-after attempt, se-
nior kicker C.J. Carrick connected 
on his 257th point, setting the re-
cord for most points scored in pro-
gram history. Quarterback Jayson 
Davis previously held the record at 
256.

The Wildcats got on the board 
later on in the first quarter with a 
short field goal, but that was all they 
were able to muster for the rest of  

the afternoon. URI kept their 7-3 
lead until 1:38 left in the first half, 
when Hill threw his second touch-
down to senior receiver Matt Pires 
in the back corner of  the endzone. 
A missed field goal from Carrick as 
time expired in the second quarter 
kept the lead 14-3 in favor of  the 
Rams. 

Rhody would score a touch-
down in each of  the last two quar-
ters, each one a pass from Hill on 
his way to a career-high four scores 
through the air. A 2-yard score for 
Smith in the third quarter and a 20-
yard reception midway through the 
fourth quarter for senior receiver 
Ivory Frimpong sealed the team’s 
win in their final home game. 

Smith finished with a career 
day, racking up 205 total yards of  
offense (117 rushing, 88 receiving). 
The performance helped him earn 
CAA Rookie of  the Week honors 
this week. He never thought he 
would contribute this much in his 
first season, but knew to be ready 
said if  the opportunity ever arose.

“I really never expected to 
[have this big of  a role],” Smith 
said. “But I knew, ‘next man up’ 
–– if  anyone gets injured, play your 
part.”

Even with their production on 
offense, Rhode Island’s defensive 
performance set the tone in their 
victory. UNH was held to just 159 
yards of  total offense and forced 
two turnovers. 

In the fourth quarter, senior 
linebacker L.B. Mack III strip-
sacked UNH quarterback Tommy 

Herion. Mack, who has been phe-
nomenal as of  late for the Rams, 
finished the day with eight tackles 
–– two tackles for loss –– and two 
sacks.

“I couldn’t ask for a better way 
to go out in my senior year in my 

last game,” Mack said.
On the next drive, Herion was 

intercepted by fellow senior Coby 
Tippett. 

The Rams will close out the 
regular season with a trip to Elon 
next Saturday, a game that holds 

their postseason fate in the balance. 
A win could potentially send URI 
to the FCS playoffs for the first time 
in 36 years. Kickoff is scheduled 
for 2 p.m., and the game can be 
streamed live on FloFootball.
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Strong defense leads Rams to 3-0 start
Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

The University of  Rhode Island Men’s Basketball 
team are off to their best start in the David Cox era 
after moving to 3-0 this past week. 

Strong defensive performances allowed the Rams 
to pull out victories against both Bryant University and 
Boston College. 

It began on Friday when the Rams took on Bryant 
in the first game of  the Sunshine Slam.  Contrary to 
annual in-state matchups between Providence College 
and Brown University, it was the first time that these 
two teams met since 2018, so the game offered some 
added appeal. 

Sophomore center Mahkel Mitchell got off to a 
quick start against the Bulldogs, taking advantage of  
the gaps in the Bryant 3-2 zone defense to score the 
team’s first six points. 

The Bulldogs eventually caught fire from beyond 
the arc, knocking down five of  their nine first-half  
three-pointer attempts to take a 17-12 lead midway 
through the first half. Rhody clawed its way back to 
retake a 37-34 lead with 45 seconds left in the first half, 
but a miscue on a dribble handoff allowed guard Ad-
ham Eleeda to tie the game at the half. 

“The first half, they punched us in the month,” 
freshman guard Ishmael Leggett said after the game. 
“The main thing we talked about at halftime was set-
ting the tone. At first, it didn’t go our way. After those 
first few minutes went by we settled into the game and 
made the punch we needed.” 

That punch came in the form of  a floater from 
guard Sebastian Thomas with 14:31 to play in the 
game. This play marked the beginning of  a 24-4 run 
from the Rams and a field goal drought from Bryant 
that essentially took them out of  the game. Rhody went 
on to win this one comfortably, 83-64. 

Cox saw this game as a good early season chal-
lenge to test the resolve of  his team, and he felt they 
responded well. 

“I told them at halftime that [Bryant] was ex-
tremely confident and they were going to come out 
here with a plan to beat us, and it was a good thing,’’ 
he said. “We were going to have to respond. It was a 
good early test, playing against a confident team like 
that. I thought they trusted each other, particularly on 
the defensive end.” 

On Wednesday, the Rams controlled things from 
start to finish, using their defense to hold BC to 25 per-
cent shooting in their 57-49 victory. 

The anchor of  that was Mahkel Mitchell, who fin-
ished the game with eight of  the team’s 15 blocks. His 
eight blocks were tied for the second-most in a game in 
program history.  

“We got an anchor back there,” Cox said, refer-
ring to Mitchell. “We might have the best anchor in 
the country.” 

For Mitchell, the performance wasn’t much of  a 
surprise. 

“We did a lot of  preparation for this game [so] I 
wasn’t surprised,” Mitchell said. “As a team, we were 
locked in and I was able to protect the rim the way I’m 
supposed to.” 

Guard Ishmael El-Amin also had a strong perfor-
mance, finishing with a team-high 12 points. Similar 
to their game against Boston University last week, El-
Amin came through late in the game,  hitting a tough 
fadeaway three to hold off a late Eagles run. 

Rhody returns to the court this weekend when 
they start a three-game stretch in the state of  Florida, 
beginning with the second game of  the Sunshine Slam 
in Daytona Beach against the University of  Tulsa. Tip 
off is set for 7:30 p.m. 
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Senior receiver Matt Pires (right) caught one of four passing touchdowns for URI in last Saturday’s win against New Hampshire.
PHOTO CREDIT: Siobhan Richards | Staff Photographer

FCS playoff hopes remain alive in win againsts UNH

Guard Ishmael Leggett goes up for a layup on BC’s Makai Ashton-Langford in 
Wednesday’s win. PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark | Staff Photographer


