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Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

     The University of  Rhode Is-
land tragically lost two students 
this summer and continues to 
mourn their passings as the 
academic year begins. 
     Maximus Julian, a 22-year-
old student in the College of  
Business, passed away on June 
1 after being the victim of  a 
random act of  violence at a 
Newport party. 
     According to EastBayRI, 
Julian was a local fisherman at 
Sakonnet Point in Little Comp-
ton. One of  his fellow crew 
members described him to East-
BayRI as “everything you could 
want in a crewmember.” 
     He was a Dean’s List student 
at URI and had plans to grad-
uate this fall. After the tragedy, 
the Dean of  the College of  
Business Maling Ebrahimpour 
shared a message to the URI 
community. 

     “We are heartbroken to 
hear of  the passing of  one of  
our business students,” Ebra-
himpour said. “Maximus was a 
wonderful person who excelled 
in his studies here in the Col-
lege of  Business. This is a terri-
ble loss for our college and for 
our community. We extend our 
deepest sympathies to the fami-
lies and are here for any student 
requiring grief  resources.” 
     A GoFundMe page was set 
up in June to help his family pay 
for the funeral expenses. The 
page described Julian as a lover 
of  BMX and fishing and “a 
shining light in the world [who] 
will forever be remembered as 
being full of  generosity, life and 
love.” 
     Leah Ribner-Martin, a 
20-year-old URI student 
studying animal science and 
technology in the College of  
Environment and Life Sciences, 
tragically 

Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

The University of  Rhode Island recently updated its 
COVID-19 policies for the fall 2021 semester, due to the rise of  
the delta variant and the increase in fully vaccinated students.

Last year, the University’s guidelines included mask mandates, 
modified on-campus living arrangements and decreased in-person 
activities to keep students and faculty safe.

Now, the University has adjusted its COVID-19 protocols to 
follow guidance from the Center for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) and the Rhode Island Department of  Health 
(RIDOH). 

Dave Lavallee, the public information officer for URI’s 
COVID-19 task force, said the biggest change from last year is the 
requirement of  vaccines.

“Students coming back in the fall have to provide proof  that 
they’re fully vaccinated, or that they have gotten a proven exemp-
tion from the University,” Lavallee said.

According to Dr. Christopher Nasin, URI Health Services’ 
medical director, requiring all students to get vaccinated will en-
sure the most normal experience possible this semester. He em-
phasized the general importance of  the vaccine, to the rise of  the 
delta variant, but also for larger, overarching COVID-related con-
cerns.

Additionally, the University announced on Sept. 2 that vac-
cines will be required for faculty as well. Staff  must now show 
proof  of  vaccination or have an approved medical or religious 
exemption by Oct. 15.

“We’re just trying to ensure the health of  our community,” 
Nasin said. “We’re trying to make it safe for our students and fac-
ulty, and we’re hoping to get on to a more normal way of  doing 
business. That’s how you do it; through vaccination.”

There are approximately 1,000 students exempt from the vac-
cination requirement, citing either religious or medical reasons. 
For these students who are exempt, the University has implement-
ed twice-weekly surveillance testing. Nasin said this testing has 
been put in place to stop the spread of  the virus among the most 
vulnerable populations.

All students will have access to COVID-19 testing at any time 
in the Memorial Union, regardless of  vaccination status, accord-
ing to Nasin. Students who exhibit symptoms of  COVID-19 or 
who have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19 will have access to testing in Health Services.

Both Lavallee and Nasin said that around 90 percent of  the 
University’s students will be vaccinated at the beginning of  the 
Fall semester. Both said they feel confident that this will ensure the 
safety of  the community.

“My goal was for 85 percent or more, and 

Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

“One who engages in a pursuit, study, science or 
sport as a pastime rather than as a profession.”

That’s the Merriam-Webster Dictionary defi-
nition of   “amateur”–– a word that was used for 
more than 100 years 
by the NCAA to justi-
fy why student-athletes 
couldn’t be compen-
sated. 

But this changed 
beginning July 1, when 
the NCAA announced 
that it was suspending 
its name, image and 
likeness (NIL) policy 
on an interim basis to 
level the playing field 
between states that 
had passed NIL legis-
lation and states that 
hadn’t. 

Student-athletes, regardless of  division, are now 
able to benefit from their NIL through sponsorship 
deals, endorsements, paid public appearances, social 
media and use professional services for NIL activi-
ties. Accepting compensation in exchange for athlet-
ic performance, specific athletic achievement and as 
an inducement to attend a particular school remains 
prohibited. 

With federal legislation pending, the NCAA’s 
ruling also gives states and institutions the power to 
create their own policies and regulations regarding 
NIL. Thus far, 28 states have passed legislation with 
more anticipated in the near future. 

Rhode Island lawmakers are still in pursuit of  
NIL legislation. R.I. 
House Bill 5082, spon-
sored by Warwick 
Democrat Joseph Sol-
omon, was passed by 
the House of  Repre-
sentatives in June. The 
bill, if  passed by the 
Senate, would allow 
collegiate athletes in 
the state to participate 
in NIL and prevent the 
NCAA from infringing 
on these activities be-

ginning in January 2022. 
Throughout the sum-

mer, the University of  
Rhode Island has been working throughout the sum-
mer on drafting its NIL policy for student-athletes 
with plans of  keeping restrictions at a minimum and 
leaving all responsibility to student-athletes to make 
decisions for themselves. Student-athletes won’t be 
allowed to accept deals with brands that promote 
illegal drugs, alcohol, tobacco, cannabis, adult en-
tertainment, gambling or sub-
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Maximus Julian, Leah Ribner-Martin two of 
University’s brightest community members
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URI is requiring students to be vaccinated, but if they’re exempt, they must receive twice-weekly 
testing. PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark | Staff Photographer

Senior defensive back on the football team Coby Tippett, center, is one of 
many athletes benefiting from his name, image and likeness. 
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Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

Heather Johnson has held many positions 
in her 13 years at the University of  Rhode Is-
land—professor in four departments, director 
of  Writing Across URI—and yet, the best part 
of  her job has always been in the classroom 
with students.

She enjoys giving students the opportuni-
ty to do hands-on learning. One of  the cours-
es she regularly teaches is WRT 305: Travel 
Writing, a course that gives students an oppor-
tunity to get hands-on experience writing in 
the field.

“I have my students go, walk and trav-
el along the water and explore new places,” 
Johnson said. “I love it when they come back 
from those experiences and tell stories about 
where they’ve been and what they’ve learned.”

The energy and experience of  her courses 
were hard to replicate last year, however, be-
cause COVID-19 caused most of  her classes 
to take place over Zoom. She said the most dif-
ficult part of  this past year was trying to keep 
her energy up.

“Everyone around me was really strug-
gling with the effects of  the pandemic, as we 
all have been,” Johnson said, “I was trying to 
be as supportive as I could, which isn’t a com-
plaint, it just seemed to take a lot of  energy.”

While she is excited about the return to 
in-person classes, she thinks many faculty 
members, herself  included, and students are 
nervous. She emphasized the importance of  
having patience and empathy with peers as 
URI returns to a semi-normal experience.

When Johnson is not teaching writing 
courses, she works as the director of  Writing 
Across URI. The mission of  this organization 
is “creating a culture of  writing campus-wide, 
supporting all members of  the URI commu-
nity,” according to the Writing Across URI 
website.

Carolyn White, the coordinator of  Writ-
ing Across URI, has worked closely with 
Johnson for a number of  years. She described 
Johnson as a “hard worker” and dedicated to 
the University and her students. 

“Dr. Johnson came up with the idea for 
the writing award, which we’ve successful-
ly awarded to seven students this past school 
year,” White said. “It was a great idea and left 
a great impact on the University.”

Johnson had a piece of  advice for incom-
ing students at URI and upperclassmen alike: 
do something out of  your comfort zone.

“I always tell my students that if  they leave 
URI as exactly the same person who arrived at 
that college four years earlier than either the 
University has failed them, or they haven’t tak-
en sufficient advantage of  what’s available to 
them,” she said.

She also said that general education 
courses are crucial to students expanding their 
breadth of  experiences by exposing them to 
new topics they haven’t considered before.

“Students tend to rush through the gen-
eral education program and see it as a box to 
tick off,” Johnson said. “Students should em-
brace this program and take a class that inter-
ests them and is outside of  their major to push 
themselves out of  their comfort zones and pos-

sibly discover a new passion.”
She also emphasized the importance of  

getting involved on campus, whether it’s by 
joining a club, playing a sport or going to 
on-campus events such as athletic games.

“URI has a tight-knit community where if  
you put yourself  out there. You can walk across 
the Quad and recognize so many people you 
know,” Johnson said. “I see former students, 
colleagues, friends and so many familiar faces 
just walking around campus. It’s amazing how 
many people you can meet if  you put yourself  
out there.”

With 13 years spent at URI, Johnson has 
taken it slow and met many new people. Now, 
with URI closer to normality but still feeling 
the effects of  the pandemic, she’s getting ready 
to get back to what she enjoys most.

FEATURES

passed away in a car accident on Aug. 10 in North Kingstown. 
     Ribner-Martin is remembered as a proud member of  the Rhode 
Island 4-H, according to a statement from URI that was published 
after her passing. She was entering her first year as a pharmacy stu-
dent at URI, with hopes of  becoming a veterinary pharmacist after 
graduation. 

     In her obituary, Ribner-Martin is remembered as a loving em-
ployee of  the Red Dog Inn, a doggy daycare and boarding facility. 

“We will always be grateful and thankful to this beautiful soul 
for her amazing compassion and for showing our dogs unconditional 
love,” the Rhode Home Rescue, an affiliate of  the Red Dog Inn, posted 
on Facebook after Ribner-Martin’s passing. 

In the University’s statement, Ribner-Martin’s mother, Lenore 
Martin, said, “Leah was killed in a tragic car accident that shouldn’t 
have happened. She was wearing her seat belt. Be careful when driving, 
be alert.”

The Good Five Cent Cigar staff mourns the loss of  Julian and Rib-
ner-Martin and sends condolences to both families. We will remember 
their legacies as bright URI students and look back at their contribu-
tions to the community fondly. 

URI offers students resources as they grieve during this time. The 
Counseling Center can be reached at 401-874-2288. Health Services 
can be reached at 401-874-2246. The Dean of  Students Office can be 
reached at 401-874-2098. 

COVID-19 update - Continued from Page 1
we’re north of  that, which is great,” Nasin 
said. “My prediction is that there will be 
few cases because of  the vaccination, de-
spite breakthroughs, because the majority 
of  our population is vaccinated.”

However, knowing that high vacci-
nation rates don’t necessarily guarantee 
immunity to COVID-19 or the more con-
tagious delta variant, the University will 
continue to require students to wear face 
coverings while indoors. This includes, 
but isn’t limited to, classrooms and dorm 
buildings. 

The University has planned for these 
breakthrough cases by setting aside on-cam-
pus quarantine spaces for vaccinated stu-
dents that test positive for COVID-19.

Though, some mandates and guide-

lines will differ between vaccinated and 
unvaccinated students. For example, un-
vaccinated students will be required to 
quarantine in their permanent address if  
they test positive and will be subject to con-
tact tracing.

Vaccinated students will not be re-
quired to participate in weekly surveillance 
testing, and will only be required to get 
tested if  they have been in contact with 
someone who has tested positive, accord-
ing to Lavallee.

He and Nasin agreed things will seem 
more “normal” than last year. 

“One thing that we’re doing, that we 
didn’t have available last fall, is that we’re 
back to a full dining experience,” Lavallee 
said. 

There will also be full participation in 
athletics, and the number of  fans admitted 
will no longer be limited at games. In-per-
son shows will also be resumed at the Ryan 
Center for students to attend.

The University is continuously updat-
ing these guidelines, as the coronavirus is a 
“moving target,” according to Nasin. Not 
only will the University continue to follow 
the guidance of  the CDC and RIDOH, 
but they will continue to collect their own 
data, verify all vaccination cards and hold 
unvaccinated students accountable.

“We cannot say it strongly enough, the 
best way to have a great semester, that’s as 
normal as possible, is to get vaccinated,” 
Lavallee said. “It’s a safe, effective vaccine, 
and you should get vaccinated.”

Professor Heather Johnson to get students in field this fall

Professor Heather Johnson encourages students to venture 
outside of their comfort zone and discover their passions. 

PHOTO: uri.edu



A Summer in Music: 
2021 edition
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

The music industry kept it hot this summer 
with standout releases across the board. Here are 
some of  my favorites from the season.

It would be criminal to overlook Doja Cat’s 
third album “Planet Her,” which reached the 
top of  Billboard’s all-genre charts in a matter of  
days this June. With features including SZA, Ari-
ana Grande and The Weeknd, this drop had fans 
holding high expectations that, of  course, Doja 
exceeded. 

One of  the most popular songs, “Ain’t Sh*t,” 
is my personal favorite, along with track four, “Get 
Into It (Yuh).” These songs showcase Doja’s con-
fident, vivacious attitude while still offering com-
plex layering and an undeniable flow. 

All 14 tracks have addicting rhythm sequenc-
es, both vocally and instrumentally. The lyricism 
is carefree, and Doja’s rap game can be compared 
to the legendary Nicki Minaj. “Planet Her” is the 
no-skip album of  the summer.

American singer-songwriter Clairo released 
her second studio album entitled “Sling,” taking 
the indie-folk genre to a whole new level. This col-
lection flaunts Clairo’s thoughtful, emotive writ-
ing and appreciation for true 1970s folk. Her lyrics 
tackle topics such as mental health and misogyny 
while captivating fans with crunchy harmonies 
and synth keyboard riffs. Clairo sticks to the basics 
in terms of  instrumentation, exhibiting her gift-
ed vocals and the message behind each song more 
than anything.

“Just For Today” easily takes the number one 
spot on my ranking. Clairo opens up about her 
struggles with depression, adding personal notes 
to her most quaint musicality. She sings, “Two pats 
on the back ‘it just takes time’ / It’s getting late, 
since when did taking time take all my life?” This 
track is filled with emotion, much like the rest of  
the album. 

Billie Eilish took over the internet this summer 
with the highly anticipated release of  “Happier 
Than Ever.” This album turns to a softer side of  
Eilish’s style when compared to its 2019 predeces-
sor “WHEN WE ALL FALL ASLEEP, WHERE 
DO WE GO?” I interpreted her new music as a 
coming-of-age period for the young pop star. Eil-
ish gets candid with her experiences in the spot-
light as a teenager, facing pressures to conform 
and impress. She still incorporates some trap into 
this album, while enthralling fans with piano bal-

lads and bossa nova vibes. 
The opening track, “Getting Older,” resonates 

the most with me. Eilish admits that regardless of  
how the media portrays her, she’s still just a kid 
figuring out her place in this world. She includes 
a pulsing beat behind her vulnerable story that 
adds depth to the tune. The closing lyrics strike 
me to the core: “I’ve had some trauma, did things 
I didn’t wanna / Was too afraid to tell ya, but now, 
I think it’s time.” Eilish is ready to open up and 
mature as an artist and an individual. 

After years off the grid, rap trio Migos 
dropped “Culture III,” a 75-minute album featur-
ing some of  today’s hottest artists. Despite some 
censure from the critics, I found this album to be 
an infectious addition to my summer repertoire. 
They rhyme effortlessly over intricate trap beats. 
Each song is distinct from one another, which is a 
challenge in itself  when curating a successful hip-
hop album. The additions of  Drake, Future, Justin 
Bieber and the late Pop Smoke attract an array 
of  fans, making this album dynamic by keeping 
listeners on the edge of  their seats.

“Having Our Way (feat. Drake)” is definitely 
my favorite track. The rhythmic pulse and swag-
ger in Drake’s verse is some of  his most impressive 
work which compliments the Migos triplet feel 
with ease. 

Be sure to check out all of  these releases, as 
well as The Good Five Cent Cigar’s podcast, “Our 
Five Cents,” which is set to resume on Spotify this 
semester.
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Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

After over a year of  navigat-
ing the remote world, the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island’s Student 
Entertainment Committee (SEC) 
is planning to bring new in-per-
son events to campus for this up-
coming year.

The events will kick off im-
mediately on Sept. 5, with co-
median Mike Birbiglia coming 
to the Ryan Center for Welcome 
Week, with a concert from Play-
boy Carti being announced for 
December 16th.

“He will be fully in-person, 
and you can buy tickets online 
through the Ryan Center’s web-
site,” said Alexa Potamianos, 
SEC’s administrative secretary.

To stay in accordance with 
the updated campus mandates, 
all indoor events will require 
masks to be worn by attendees.

Last year, all major SEC 
events, such as concerts and talks 
from guest speakers, were hosted 
online. Some guest artists includ-
ed pop star Jason Derulo and 
actors Terry Crews (“Brooklyn 
Nine-Nine”) and Hunter Schaf-
fer (“Euphoria”).

The SEC is planning for up-
coming events featuring various 
performers and guests, however 
they will be waiting until students 
get back on campus so they can 
have a say in who is chosen for 
the events.

“We don’t have any names 
solidified yet,” said Nathan Be-
lievau-Robinson, the president 
of  the VIP committee of  SEC. 
“A lot of  the committees will start 
the planning process when we 
get to campus as it is really stu-
dent-orientated, so the students 
who come to the meetings ulti-
mately make that decision.”

The SEC said that outside 
of  the mask mandate, no other 
indoor restrictions are currently 
outlined, although they acknowl-
edged that the current policy is 
fluid and things could change 
quickly. 

Believau-Robinson is excited 

that meetings will be in person as 
well, as it will help the students 
become closer and increase in-
volvement, something that was 
harder for both organizations 
and students last year with re-
mote meetings.

The committee is also plan-
ning outdoor events, which are 
not currently slated to have re-
strictions, although they also de-
pend on the University’s policies.

“In years past, we’ve done 
movies on the football field; 
that’s certainly in the works. We 
have the daytime-distractions 
with [opportunities to make your 
own stuffed animals or goodie 
bags with provided goods],” Be-
lievau-Robinson said in reference 
to the things to expect through-
out the semester. 

These events have always 
been popular with students, and 
are just some of  the things the 
committee has planned so far, 
according to Believau-Robinson.

Their focus this year is on 
providing new experiences for 
both the freshman and sopho-
more classes who have yet to feel 
all URI and SEC has to offer.

However, with the delta vari-
ant of  COVID-19 rising across 
the country, the committee is also 
making sure to consider people 
who may not be comfortable go-
ing back to in-person events. 

“There were some success-
ful online events last year that 
had a lot of  support; a lot of  
people attended them,” said Be-
lievau-Robinson. “Usually they 
are more cost effective and easier 
to set up since they are not in per-
son. I think it is definitely some-
thing we could do.”

The amount of  money that 
the committee has to spend is de-
termined by the acts of  the year, 
but Believau-Robinson promises 
that the SEC will be putting on 
“great events” for the student 
body.

The club has multiple meet-
ings throughout the week de-
pending on the certain commit-
tees, and the club is based in 
Memorial Union room 208.

ENTERTAINMENT
Student Entertainment 
Committee welcomes 
return of in-person 
events on campus

Comedian Mike Birbiglia is one of the in-person talents the Student Entertainment Committee 
will host this year. PHOTO: nypost.com

Billie Eilish’s “Happier than Ever” highlights a coming-of-age period for 
the popstar and closes out the summer of 2021. PHOTO: Wikipedia
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NCAA changes the game - Continued from Page 1
stances/methods prohibited during athletic competition. 
The use of  school branding and trademarks also won’t 
be allowed, unless the student-athlete obtains a licensing 
agreement with the University.

Student-athletes will also be required to disclose their 
deals with the University. Violation of  these parameters 
would result in suspension from the team and/or possible 
loss of  athletic aid. 

In addition to that, the amount of  money that stu-
dent-athletes receive from their NIL deals will have an im-
pact on the amount of  money they receive from their pell 
grant every year. 

Kacey Light, the newly-appointed Chief  NCAA 
Compliance Officer for the University, has been in charge 
of  these efforts as well as ensuring that student-athletes 
are aware of  the resources that are available to them. As 
a former student-athlete at Skidmore College herself, she 
is excited that athletes will finally be treated like everyday 
college students.  

 “The fact that [student-athletes] are now put in the 
same category as the general student body is a great thing 
where they can try to set themselves up for success the way 
that anyone else can,” Light said. “Basic things like our 
student-athletes couldn’t even go home and hold their own 
swimming clinics or help students learn how to play bas-
ketball and now they can. It’s how it should’ve been.” 

With all of  these changes, the focus has shifted on pro-
viding student-athletes with the best resources to make the 
right decisions.

In July, the Atlantic 10 announced a multi-year part-
nership with TeamAtlemus and Anomaly Sports Group to 
provide league-wide educational support to student-ath-
letes looking to maximize their NIL opportunities. Tea-
mAltemus and Anomaly Sports Group will provide ed-
ucation through a series of  conference-wide virtual and 
in-person sessions as well as individual informational ses-
sions for each team in the conference. These sessions will 
focus on areas such as decision making, contracts and the 
legal considerations of  NIL. The league is also pairing this 
with another partnership with content and compliance 
software company INFLCR, who will provide schools with 
technology through educational resources, brand-building 
techniques and a disclosure technology platform, to help 
student-athletes best explore their NIL opportunities. 

“I think it’s a great partnership,” Director of  Athletics 
Thorr Bjorn said. “The league has identified two compa-
nies that do this for a living that provide great educational 
opportunities. Let’s not reinvent the wheel. Let’s go with 
the professionals that are out there to provide an avenue of  
education, and I hope our student-athletes take advantage 
of  it.” 

Light also likes the partnership because it provides stu-
dent-athletes with resources that compliance offices may 
not be able to give. 

“[The ultimate goal] is to take the education burden 

off of  the compliance departments at schools,” she said. 
“They are educating on a lot of  things that most compli-
ance people aren’t experts on. We are not experts at look-
ing at contracts. We are not experts on filing taxes. They 
are really helping fill those gaps of  education that our stu-
dent-athletes are going to need if  they want to engage in 
NIL activities.” 

Senior Coby Tippett, a defensive back on the foot-
ball team, is one of  many URI athletes that has taken 
full advantage of  NIL. Tippett signed deals with wing 
chain Wings Over and beverage brand Rethink Water last 
month and recently added Boston-based streetwear brand 
The Label to his list of  partnerships. 

“It’s huge––it’s long overdue,’’ Tippett said about the 
passing of  NIL. “A lot of  people were pushing for it for a 
long time, and I thought it was something that shouldn’t 
have even been a question because as a student-athlete, 
you’re sacrificing so much on a daily basis.” 

He is especially excited for walk-ons who have to sac-
rifice more because they aren’t on an athletic scholarship 
and typically don’t get the recognition that scholarship 
players receive. Tippett sees NIL as an opportunity for 
them to get their names out there. 

Tippett won’t be receiving monetary compensation 
from his deals with Wings Over and Rethink Water, but 
he wants to use these opportunities to help build up these 
brands and his own brand in the Rhode Island area. He 
credited his parents and Defensive Coordinator Jack Coo-
per, who he said has devoted several football meetings this 
summer to the NIL laws, for helping him throughout this 
process. 

“This is all new to me––working on my personal 
brand,” Tippett said. “[These partnerships] will really 
help because they are official businesses and you got to 
learn how to act like a professional.” 

There is one caveat to student-athletes being able to 
benefit off of  their NIL. These rules don’t apply to interna-
tional student-athletes due to federal regulations that bar 
anyone on an F (or student) visa from earning significant 
income while studying in the United States. Six percent of  
current URI student-athletes fall into this category, includ-
ing redshirt senior and reigning Atlantic 10 Women’s Bas-
ketball Co-Player of  the Year Emmanuelle Tahane, who 
calls Bondy, France home. 

Initially, she was excited when she learned that stu-
dent-athletes would be allowed to benefit from their NIL, 
but that excitement turned into disappointment after she 
learned on social media that she wouldn’t be able to par-
ticipate due to her international status. 

“I was upset, and I don’t understand why,” Tahane 
said. “Like, we are all athletes, and we play for the same 
schools, we are doing the same stuff so I don’t understand 
why because we are international students that we cannot 
benefit from that.” 

According to Tahane, she hasn’t heard anything from 

the University about ways that international students can 
benefit off of  their NIL, but according to Light, URI Ath-
letics isn’t in the position to help because it is a federal issue.  

“The only way it would change is if  the [Student and 
Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP)] changes its policies,” 
she said. 

The SEVP is a program within the U.S Department 
of  Homeland Security that is responsible for managing 
foreign students and exchange visitors during their time in 
the United States. According to a statement released by the 
program in June, the SEVP is “actively monitoring federal 
and state NIL legislation and will provide updated guid-
ance at an appropriate time.”

Player empowerment was a major theme in college 
athletics during the 2020-21 academic year and the intro-
duction of  NIL is only a continuation of  that. In its early 
months, we have already seen the impact on student-ath-
letes benefiting from their NIL. Whether it is showcasing 
their passions on social media, or showing their creativity 
through supporting a clothing brand, or simply giving back 
to the youth through a sports camp, these ventures will al-
low fans to see another side of  student-athletes while giving 
student-athletes the opportunity to market themselves the 
way any other college student could. 

Locally, we may not see the multi-million dollar deals 
that are occurring in some parts of  the country, but it is 
worth acknowledging that despite that, this is another win 
for student-athletes.

Club sports to fully return after challenging year 
Katie Siegle | Contributing Reporter

After a year modified by COVID-19 
safety guidelines, club sports are set to re-
turn in full capacity this fall at the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island.

According to URI’s Coordinator of  
Club Sports Joe Wilbur, club sports teams 
were unable to compete during the fall se-
mester last year, but there is “no new in-
formation” to suggest that sports cannot 
resume play this fall without restrictions.

“We’re hitting the ground running,” 
Wilbur said. “We’re already at the point 
where we’re planning for teams to trav-
el and start practicing, sort of  just like it 
would be in the middle of  the year.”

Although there are no COVID-19 
rules for sports teams to follow from the 
state or the University at the moment, Wil-
bur said he understands new regulations 
could be created later on.

“We are monitoring the situation close-

ly and seeing that there’s some pretty rapid 
increase in cases, so I wouldn’t be surprised 
if  there was some rollback,” Wilbur said. “I 
just don’t know what that would look like.”

With club sports teams unable to com-
pete in games last fall, they spent that time 
participating in team workouts, practic-
ing with face masks and social distancing 
among stable groups. Wilbur said the larg-
est that the stable group number could be 
at a time was 15 people.

President of  the women’s club rug-
by team Mycarthy Newton said it was 
“tough” to conduct team activities with 
the COVID-19 safety guidelines in place 
during her team’s fall season last year.

“The only thing we did [last year] 
were some workouts, and we did a couple 
practices on the field, but it was really hard 
because we had the stable practice groups 
and they really limited us on what we could 
do in terms of  team exercises,” Newton 
said. “Being able to really develop our 

skill together, fully, instead of  being split 
up is something that we’re all very excited 
about.”

With their seasons set to return in full 
swing, club sports teams at URI can now 
utilize the turf  field at Meade Stadium, an 
amenity that saw much less use last year 
from club sports than it would have if  teams 
were able to resume typical activity. Wilbur 
said that in addition to playing on the turf, 
teams will also be able to monitor access to 
the stadium, host practices and games after 
it snows when athletes can’t play on grass 
fields and, finally, play later into the night 
under the stadium lights.

Teams will also have the added re-
source of  an additional staff member in the 
department of  club sports. Curtis Richall 
— a URI graduate student and alumnus 
from the Class of  2020 who previously 
worked with intramural sports — will be 
assisting teams with scheduling and travel 
plans and other means of  auxiliary sup-

port. 
“I have seen the impact that intramu-

rals had on a lot of  people during my time 
[at URI] and just how important campus 
recreation is as a whole to the student pop-
ulation,” Richall said. “With everything 
still going on in the past year and a half, it’s 
been stressful for a lot of  people. Being able 
to let people continue their athletic career 
is something that I was grateful for while I 
was at URI.”

The bonds and connections built 
through club sports is something that great-
ly benefits URI students, according to Wil-
bur.

“In a lot of  cases, people will come to 
URI or whatever school they choose to go 
to because they have that sport and they’re 
looking to continue playing,” Wilbur said. 
“The lifelong friendships and connections 
to the institution that you develop as being 
part of  a club sports team are unmatched. 
You can’t find that anywhere else.”
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