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University 
searches for 
Counseling 
Center 
director
Dasha Albee | Contributing Reporter
Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

In the final steps of  the search 
for a new director of  the Counsel-
ing and Psychological Center, the 
University of  Rhode Island held 
virtual community forums with 
the two finalists on Monday and 
last Wednesday, respectively. 

The two final candidates, 
Cory Clark and Louis Cerbo, gave 
presentations addressing a specific 
topic provided by the University’s 
search committee and interacted 
with community members.

The prompt, according to 
the moderator and Associate Vice 
President of  Student Affairs and 
Student Success Lori Ciccomasco-
lo, was to discuss their “vision for 
the URI Counseling and Psycho-
logical Center as it relates to the 
mental health and well-being of  
college students.”

Clark’s forum, held on Sept. 
22, came first. The presentation 
brought in approximately 25 at-
tendees through the virtual plat-
form. He has served as the interim 
head of  the URI Counseling Cen-
ter since May 2020. Prior to his 
interim position, he served as the 
assistant director and director of  
training for the URI Counseling 
Center for 12 years. Clark holds 
a Ph.D. in counseling psychology 
from West Virginia University.

In his presentation, Clark pro-
posed a “tiered system” for student 
counseling. According to him, this 
means determining what an in-
dividual student’s level of  need is 
and providing them the resources 
based upon their situation. His 
presentation outlined options such 
as single solution-focused sessions, 
monthly check-ins, group counsel-
ing options, intensive outpatient 
programs and more. 

“First and foremost, it’s a 
community effort,” Clark said. 
“When I say ‘the Counseling Cen-
ter,’ I also kind of  incorporate the 
mental health needs of  our stu-
dents. We don’t have the resources 
to do it all, and we have a lot of  
resources on campus to help.”

Cerbo’s virtual forum was 
held on Monday, Sept. 27. He 
got a Ph.D. of  education in coun-
seling/clinical psychology from 
Brown University in 1990, and 

Upper College Road overhaul soon to be completed

Student, faculty 
COVID-19 protocol 
changes

‘Megacold’ makes its 
way through student 
body
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

Health Services at the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island is cur-
rently facing an influx of  non-
COVID-19 related illnesses as 
cold and flu season approaches. 

With the help of  vacci-
nated community mem-
bers and work done by 
the Health Services staff, 
URI has managed to 
keep COVID-19 
numbers low so far 
this fall. But with the 
return of  students 
to in-person class-
es, other viral illnesses 
have begun circulating among the 
student population.

According to Chris Nasin, the 
medical director of  Health Ser-
vices, this is an indication of  life 
returning to normal on campus.

“Now that [masking and 
social distancing] have been re-
laxed, in many instances, we’re 
seeing exactly what we used to 

see,” he said.
Nasin said that common ill-

nesses, including pink eye, sore 
throats and coughs are being re-
ported far more frequently than 
last year. Symptoms of  these vi-
ruses can last anywhere from four 

to ten days.
Health Services 

is doing its best to 
help students by 
providing any help 
they can to those 

who request assis-
tance, according to 

Nasin.
“As you know, viral ill-

nesses don’t have real treat-
ment,” he said. “We’ll distrib-

ute medications to help control 
symptoms and things of  that na-
ture, but people have to sort of  
weather the storm.” 

Students experiencing any 
health issues are encouraged to 
reach out to Health Services, 
where they 
will schedule 

Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

With a majority of  University of  Rhode Island’s students and staff 
receiving vaccinations for COVID-19, Health Services has reevaluated 
the procedures surrounding positive cases on campus. 

URI announced in May that students would be required to get 
vaccinated against COVID-19 unless they could provide a religious or 
medical exemption. 

“About 94 percent of  URI’s population is vaccinated with only 
about 1,000 people having an exemption,” Health Services Vice Presi-
dent Ellen Reynolds said. 

Additionally, at the beginning of  the semester, URI announced that 
they would be requiring non-classified staff and faculty to get vaccinat-
ed by Oct. 15 at the latest.

For vaccinated members of  campus, COVID-19 protocols have 
eased up. Vaccinated students no longer are required to get tested bi-
weekly. However, Health Services still strongly encourages community 
members to get tested when they experience illness or COVID-19 re-
lated symptoms.

“Almost every symptom of  COVID can show up in a cold,” The 
PR Director of  the COVID-19 Task Force Dave Lavallee said, “If  you 
have any kind of  thing, sniffles, sore throat, headache, go get tested.”  

Asymptomatic testing is located in the Memorial Union this fall as 
it was last semester. Community members who suffer symptoms of  any 
kind are asked to get tested at the testing trailer across the street from 
Health Services. These tests will return results in about an hour accord-
ing to Reynolds.

One prevalent change for vaccinated students is 

Matthew Miller | Contributing Reporter

After about a year’s worth of  
renovation work led by Assistant 
Director of  Capital Projects Ken 
Burke, the complete overhaul of  
Upper College Road is nearly fin-
ished.

The road’s re-construction 
began in the summer of  2020 with 
replacing deep sewer and water 
lines, and has continued over the 
past year.

The project developers have 
followed a “complete streets” de-
sign, according to Burke. 

“It’s a design philosophy that 
emphasizes more transit, pedes-
trian, bicycle and accessibility 
options versus single-occupancy 
vehicles,” Burke said.  

The redesign of  the streets 
has not only improved access 
through creating wider sidewalks 
but has also increased the number 
of  vegetated areas around Upper 
College Road. This has direct-
ly impacted the water quality of  
nearby watershed areas.

The streets are also “future-proofed,” ac-
cording to Burke, meaning they are designed 
to help incorporate future projects. These 
projects may include a wayfinding system that 
the URI campus design team has been work-
ing on implementing, which would add new 
signage across URI to help students navigate 
campus better.

Underground fiber optics and electrical 
cables have been installed to be used for im-
proved telecommunications systems, as well as 
new blue light installations.

Burke said that the project is going ac-
cording to schedule.

 “We achieved substantial completion just 
before Labor Day [on the Upper College Road 
project], and that’s basically having [the] un-

derground work done, the roads for the most 
part, [most] of  the sidewalks done and some 
finish work remaining,” Burke said.

Community members can expect a return 
to normal road usage in late September. 

Funding for this project has come from a 
combination of  a $1 million grant awarded to 
the University by the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of  Environmental 
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Sam Melia | Contributing Reporter

After 18 months of  study abroad trips be-
ing cancelled, the University of  Rhode Island 
has started to reopen programs for students 
with new protocols and regulations. 

This semester, only 77 students are par-
ticipating in off-campus study opportunities, 
which is much fewer than the usual 200 stu-
dents the program has, according to the As-
sistant Director of  the Education Abroad Pro-
gram Thomas Hospod. 

“We actually have students abroad right 
now, even if  it’s in small numbers, but the 
process to get them there has been pretty 
rigorous,” Hospod said. “Overall, compared 
to a typical, traditional fall semester prior to 
COVID we’d have over 200 students [studying 
abroad], but we’re just really happy to maybe 
see some light at the end of  the tunnel.” 

According to Hospod, the program has 
seen a revived interest since some of  the 
COVID-19 regulations have been lifted. 

The main factor contributing to decreased 
travel during the pandemic has been the De-
partment of  State temporarily halting the 
production of  passports during the pandemic. 
Currently, there is about a four-month delay in 
the production and distribution of  passports, 
says Hospod.

There is also a disclaimer about this hold-
up on the Education Abroad page of  the URI 
website explaining the setback.

This delay poses a possible issue for pro-
spective study-abroad students who would 
need to obtain passports well in advance of  
their plans to travel abroad with any of  the in-
ternational study programs, says Hospod.

Hospod said that students who are look-
ing to go abroad during the spring 2022 se-
mester and do not currently have a valid pass-
port should begin the process of  obtaining one 

as soon as possible.
In addition to American travel restric-

tions, students have to abide by the regulations 
of  their host countries. Some countries, such 
as Italy, require students to obtain a visa for 
study. 

Many countries, however, have contin-
ued to suspend international student travel. 
For example, both Australia and China have 
completely restricted student travel for the 
foreseeable future. These countries have also 
implemented bans on general travel and tour-
ism because of  the pandemic.

The Chinese Flagship Program at URI is 
still working to get nine students to Taiwan this 
semester. The trip’s departure date is Sept. 24 
—  much later than previous years. According 
to Hospod, this is because the approval from 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) over administrators’ trip plan is 
needed before planning departure dates.

Only countries with a travel advisory level 
of  one or two, which are ‘exercise normal pre-
caution’ and ‘exercise increased caution,’ re-
spectively, from the U.S Department of  State 
are available for students to travel abroad to.

The other of  the advisory levels set by 
the State Department, representing countries 
URI has deemed unavailable for study abroad, 
three and four, are ‘reconsider travel’ and ‘do 
not travel.’

“We’re gonna move forward,” Hospod 
said, “we can’t afford not to. People are really 
invested in continuing with these experiences 
for our students, [and] it’s so important that 
we’re engaging the world in a productive way.”

Sophie Bacas is a URI senior currently 
studying marine affairs and environmental 
and natural resources economics at the Amer-
ican John Cabot University in Rome. She is 
doing this through Academic Programs Inter-
national, a third-party program that the edu-

cation abroad department put her in contact 
with.

She initially intended to study abroad her 
sophomore year but had to defer her plans for 
two years because of  COVID-19.

“It was a difficult process,” Bacas said, 
“but it was the best decision of  my life.” Now, 
Bacas feels like she knows the city of  Rome 
“like the back of  her hand.”

She credited her ability to go abroad to 
her advisors, specifically Michelle Carrara, an 
advisor for the Education Abroad Program. 
Bacas described Carrara as “an absolute 
saint” through the entire abroad process. 

In addition to having to provide both uni-
versities with immunization records, an identi-
fication card and a copy of  her passport, Bacas 
had to travel to the Italian Consulate in New 
York City to obtain her student visa.

She also needed to provide an education 
abroad approval form in order to ensure that 
the credits she earns at her Italian university 
can help her complete her degree from URI.

Of  the 77 students studying outside of  
URI this fall, 71 are considered technically 
“abroad.” Among the international countries 
URI students are at are Taiwan and Scotland, 
as well as many others around Europe. Of  the 
six students who are not traveling abroad, four 
are doing domestic programs and two students 
are doing a Semester-at-Sea trip

On the Kingston campus this fall, URI 
welcomed 127 international students to cam-
pus, mainly from Europe and Asia. The Uni-
versity is one of  175 colleges in the U.S. par-
ticipating in the National Student Exchange 
Program. 

The deadline for applying for J-term and 
the spring semester abroad trips is Oct. 1. Stu-
dents can find more information about abroad 
opportunities on the University website.
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Counseling Center - Continued from Page 1
he is currently the deputy director of  the Rhode Island Department 
of  Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities and Hospitals 
(BHDDH).

He also discussed his educational background and previewed what 
he plans to bring to the University. Through his various experiences 
and positions, Cerbo said he has learned the importance of  inclusivity 
and accessibility and sees a bright future for the Counseling Center. 

“[My goal is] to create an environment where students feel valued, 
respected and accepted [and] providing a place that is welcoming and 
students can utilize without stigma,” Cerbo said. 

In his presentation, Clark highlighted the importance of  support-
ing students of  color specifically. Some of  his suggestions and outlined 
efforts to achieve this included matching the Counseling Center staff 
diversity to that of  the community, continuing training around diversity 
issues and dedicating time to “build trust in underrepresented commu-
nities.”

Cerbo said the main points within his vision are to increase the 
accessibility of  available services, provide follow-up care outside of  ses-
sions and link education to community resources which will ease anx-
ieties. 

Cerbo continued by discussing three major areas he would like to 
focus on alongside the staff of  the Counseling Center: binge-drinking, 
trauma-informed care and suicide.

“It’s not our role to judge what a crisis is, it’s our role to adjust our 
clinical skills to what the individual is experiencing,” Cerbo said. 

Community members were invited to ask both candidates ques-
tions after their presentations.

Paige Ramsdell, assistant dean of  students for accessibility & inclu-

sion and director of  Disability Services, asked Clark to outline what a 
balance between academic rigor required for graduate programs and 
mental health might look like. 

“We want our students to be well, but also recognize that graduate 
school is an academically rigorous process,” Ramsdell said. 

In response, Clark noted that this semester the Counseling Center 
is offering a graduate student support group. He suggested that bring-
ing graduate students together to recognize the gravity of  their shared 
experience was powerful and can be beneficial for students. Clark also 
recognized the need to make the Counseling Center’s hours more ac-
cessible to graduate students. 

The community was also able to ask Cerbo about his vision for the 
Center. Erin Earle, director of  campus visit experience, asked Cerbo 
about making sure all students feel included and welcome to the Con-
sultation Center, regardless of  their gender, race or identity. 

“I would go to the people that they trust, whoever that could be,” 
Cerbo said. “The goal is to engage them.”

He then explained as to previously working on a similar task during 
his work at the Rhode Island Department of  Corrections. Cerbo also 
included his priority on working closely with the staff to ensure a sup-
portive workplace environment. 

The Counseling Center is currently located in Roosevelt Hall and 
is open Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and is open 
late Tuesday and Wednesday until 6:30 p.m. The Counseling Center 
has been without a permanent director since 2020, and the University 
plans to announce the selected candidate for the director position once 
the search committee has deliberated. 



Tensions rise between University, 
Kingston Free Library over parking
Hannah Charron | Contributing Reporter

For the past 30 years, the Kingston Free Library 
has had six parking spots in the parking lot outside 
of  the Gateway Apartments, but this year the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island attempted to take these spots 
back, causing tension between URI and the Library.

The Library, located on the corner of  Upper 
College Road and Route 138, was given these spots 
in an agreement with URI in 1987. On Sept. 1, the 
University took these spots back for student parking.

Timothy Murphy, the president of  the South 
Kingston Library Board of  Trustees, said that he un-
derstands the challenges in finding available parking 
spots for students. However, the Library believes it is 
the University’s responsibility to find spots elsewhere, 
instead of  taking spots from the Library. 

In July, Murphy attended a meeting with the Li-
brary, town and URI to discuss the importance of  
these spots to the Library. The Library wrote to the 
president of  URI as well as the state government to 
reverse the decision. 

While URI agreed to give the Library four of  
the six spots back until June 30, 2022, the Library 
did not see this as a viable solution for the long term, 
according to Murphy.

Since then, there has been a growing public 
campaign supporting the Library. As a result of  this, 
the University has come to a decision to give all six 
parking spots back to the Library until the end of  
the academic year. Murphy said that the Library will 
continue to work with URI to resolve this issue in the 
long term.

“The Library feels like they are in jeopardy 
because with a shortage of  spots, patrons may stop 
coming to this library which means the Library’s fu-
ture is unknown,” Murphy said. “There is almost no 
street parking on Upper College Road because of  
the construction, which took away some of  the spots 
the Library could have used.” 

The parking spots available on both sides of  
Route 138 are usually taken by commuting students 
who tend to park there all day long. Library patrons 
can park at the Kingston Congregational Church 
but have to walk across Route 138 in order to get 
there. The Library-goers include children and elder-
ly individuals, who may find it difficult or dangerous 
to cross.

When the construction is finished, there will be 

a few spots on Upper College Road for the Library 
to use, but according to Murphy, this is not enough 
to meet the needs of  the Library, as they have special 
programs, classes and resources that their patrons 
come to attend. 

Behind the Library, there is a driveway with two 
spots, one being handicap parking and the other be-
ing a regular spot. As of  right now, it is unclear if  
the new spots on the road will be designated for the 
Library or how many there will be.

“The six parking spots are very important to 
the University and the Library,” said Carlos Lopez 
Estrada, the director of  legislative and government 
relations at URI. 

With this in mind, it will be important for the 
two to work together to decide on an agreement both 
parties will be happy with. 

“We are open to ideas and solutions,” Estrada 
said. “[We have to] think outside of  the box as far as 
coming up with ideas.”

Interim Town Manager Theresa Murphy said 
that she is “happy that the University will retain 
these six spaces throughout the school year.” 

However, what will happen in the future is un-
clear as of  right now. According to her, the Church 
has been very accommodating in allowing library 
patrons to park there, and there may be some solu-
tions to on-street parking involving limited time, two-
hour parking signs in some spots. 

These six parking spaces in Gateway Lot are 
valuable to different groups of  people, and the hope 
for both groups is that a solution will be made to best 
suit the University of  Rhode Island and the Kings-
ton Free Library.
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Nick Tremblay | Contributing Reporter

During this week’s Student Senate meeting, four new bills 
were passed, two of  which were Senate recognition of  new 
clubs.

Director of  Treasury Chris Hoover endorsed a new bill he 
wrote, handled by Senator Anabelle Gibson and sponsored by 
four other senators.

The bill’s primary purpose is to address several issues per-
taining to parking, traffic and electric vehicles. The Senate 
explicitly attributed many factors to the issue, including an 
increased number of  commuters and more resident parking 
permits among freshmen, more of  whom have received ex-
emptions to University rules not allowing freshmen to park 
on campus than years past. The bill was passed unanimously. 

“It’s more of  an action bill to take action on the multi-
ple issues surrounding parking,” Hoover commented on his 
initiative. “I know there’s been a lot of  talk around campus 
that students have had trouble finding parking, or it taking 30 
minutes plus just to get out of  the parking lot.”

The bill doesn’t define a linear path of  action that the 
Senate will take to resolve the issues, but the Senate has now 
officially recognized the issue and declared its intent to collec-
tively work toward a solution.

Other issues covered in the bill include the cost of  park-
ing tickets, which students and senators said are excessive giv-
en the cost of  parking permits and the shortage of  working 
charging stations for electric vehicles.

“I think students should have more awareness of  the con-
struction that is going on,” added External Affairs Chair 
Grace Kiernan during a discussion of  the bill. 

Kiernan, along with her committee and the rest of  the Sen-
ate, has been working on improving the experience for com-
muters since this year’s first meeting. She announced during 
her report that a new club for commuters was in development, 
among other initiatives for commuter appreciation.

 Campus Affairs Chair Emily Gamache is also looking 
into contributing solutions for the parking issue. She reported 
today that on Oct. 7, she will run a booth at Memorial Union 
from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to gather student input on park-
ing issues. 

 Faculty Senate President Audrey Cardany was also pres-
ent, and announced her excitement during the Public Forum 
to gather information on parking issues from tonight’s session 
to share with her colleagues.

 From Oct. 4 to 18, a donation box will be in the Memo-
rial Union for hats, scarves, and headwraps. Cultural Affairs 
Chair Angelica Tyson said today that the Senate will donate 
the articles of  clothing to those suffering from breast cancer. 

Also in recognition of  Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
a Pumpkin Awareness Paint Night will be held in the Memo-
rial Union ballroom on Oct. 22 from 8 to 10 p.m., according 
to Tyson. There will be refreshments and a competition with 
prizes.

The Student Entertainment Committee (SEC) requested 
that the Student Senate transfer $65,000 between their ac-
counts to make adequate preparations for the “Conversation 
with Stephen Colbert” event on Friday. The Student Senate 
passed the bill with full expectation that the event will make 
the money back for the SEC, making no major implication on 
the budget. Hoover emphasized that the transfer will have no 
effect on the operations of  the SEC. 

Two student organizations received official recognition 
from the Senate without any opposition: the Cape Verdean 
Student Association and the Pre-Dental Club. 

The Senate will reconvene at their chambers in the Memo-
rial Union again on Wednesday next week at 6:30 p.m.
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a COVID-19 test to rule out any possibility of  in-
fection. The medical staff will work to diagnose and 
treat the illness from there, Nasin said. 

Although breakthrough cases are uncommon, 
Nasin hopes that vaccinated community will still 
participate in COVID-19 testing if  they are experi-
encing symptoms that align with the virus. That way, 
students are not unknowingly exposing classmates to 
COVID-19 thinking it is only a common cold.

“If  I have a cold, non-COVID, and then I hang 
out with you for dinner, and then I give you the cold, 
now you have to get COVID tested,” he said. “So 
we want to try to contain the viral diseases as much 
as we can to make sure our students are well and 
they’re able to go to class.”

Even when a student is diagnosed with a virus 
other than COVID-19, Nasin hopes that masks will 
be worn by sick students to reduce the spread of  all 
illnesses on campus. 

Nasin strongly advised all students to get the an-
nual flu shot and to properly support their body to 
avoid this collection of  viruses that many have re-
ferred to as the “megacold.” 

“I would encourage my students to stay hydrat-
ed, to eat a healthy diet and to get at least eight hours 
of  sleep per night,” he said. 

In addition to viral infections, Health Services 
reported an uptick in injuries when compared to the 

2020-2021 academic year.
Ellen Reynolds, the assistant vice president for 

student health and wellness, as well as the director 
of  Health Services. She said that these injuries are 
common, especially considering the reintroduction 
of  co-curricular activities.

“We’re seeing fractures and people participating 
in different things, so it feels good to [get closer to] 
normal,” she said.

Both Nasin and Reynolds remain adamant that 
students should contact Health Services if  they re-
quire medical attention, even if  their symptoms are 
mild, to keep campus safe from all illnesses. 

Registered nurses are available seven days a 
week for appointments at Health Services in the 
Potter Building along Butterfield Road. COVID-19 
surveillance testing is also available at the Memorial 
Union Atrium 1 on weekdays. Symptomatic students 
should schedule a test to rule out COVID-19 before 
a healthcare provider can proceed with a diagnosis. 

Reynolds is hopeful that students will continue 
to use Health Services as a resource to keep the com-
munity safe as the seasons change.

“It is important that we are here [for students] if  
they do need us, even just answering questions,” she 
said. “We have registered nurses and others who are 
here to help give health education and allow students 
to manage their illnesses.” 

‘Megacold’ - Continued from Page 1
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Rhody no longer ‘runs on Dunkin’
Starbucks enters the race to caffeinate students
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island has run on Dunkin’ 
for many years, but Starbucks is finally making its way to the 
Kingston campus this semester.

Starbucks is currently doing a soft opening for three loca-
tions on URI’s campus in Brookside Bistro, the Fascitelli Cen-
ter for Advanced Engineering, and the Daily Grind. These 
campus coffee spots are offering a limited number of  drinks 
currently, but will have a full menu soon.

By Oct. 4, all three locations will have between 70 and 80 
percent of  all the Starbucks beverage options. This includes 
cold brew, refreshers, teas, the pink drink, cappuccinos, lattes 
and more. There will also be frappuccinos; however, this is 
exclusive to the Brookside location.

Students will also find digital menus with a clear un-
derstanding of  what is available as a meal plan grab-and-go 
swipe during the early-October launch. 

One of  the major reasons URI Dining Services is bring-
ing Starbucks to the University comes from student feedback 
they’ve seen in past semesters.

“Whenever I talk to students, I always say that their feed-
back is important,” Pierre St-Germain, the director of  Dining 
Services, said. “So as we look to make changes in the dining 
program, or what’s available on campus, that’s kind of  a crit-
ical thing.” 

When it comes to bringing a new national brand such 
as Starbucks to campus, there are many steps for Dining Ser-
vices to go through, St-Germain said. First, they consider the 

student feedback. Then, they create a bid proposal. This is a 
document that outlines what Dining Services wants from the 
company. Then, the University releases their request publicly, 
and any company who believes they can fulfill the requests 
put in their bids. After all of  the bids have been submitted, 
Dining Services reviews them and makes a decision of  who 
can best satisfy their initial request. 

One of  the major challenges that Dining Services faced 
adding Starbucks to the Kingston campus was training staff 
on how to make all of  the drinks.

“The first struggle of  training was that we were training 
on a day that we’re normally open,” Jo-Anne Stephens, URI’s 
retail dining administrator, said. “Instead of  having a full day 
of  training while being closed, each of  our three Starbucks 
locations just had a two-hour chunk of  time with the two 
Starbucks reps.” 

She said that many student employees have worked with 
coffee stores before such as Dunkin Donuts, Marylou’s or 
Starbucks, so they are familiar with these new recipes and or-
ders. 

Although the lines have been long, students seem to be 
excited about the new options. The Dining Services staff is ac-
tively learning how to get wait times down for students in line. 

“I have been speaking to the students and the customers 
waiting in line, and they seem to be more excited than per-
turbed about having to wait,” Stephens said. “It’s something 
new when we’re learning we’ll get the speed of  service and 
the ticket times down, but like anything new, there’s a learning 
curve.”  

There are also plans in the works to create a remote or-
dering option for on-the-go customers.

According to St-Germain, the University has started a 
collaboration with Grubhub in order to be able to preorder 
items on campus.

St-Germain anticipates that by Oct. 4, certain Starbucks 
beverages with a Bagelz brand bagel will be available as a 
grab-and-go order. 

PAGE 4 • @rhodycigar SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
NEWS

Professors and COVID - Continued from Page 1
the procedure relating to quarantine after a COVID-19 exposure. 

“Being vaccinated allows you to not have to go into quarantine,” Reynolds said. “If  
you’re unvaccinated and exposed, you need to be quarantined for seven days.”

URI protocols require students who are exposed to get tested immediately and again 
three-to-five days after exposure to see if  a positive case has developed. Additionally, ex-
posed students will be required to wear a mask at all times if  around other students.  

Close contact counts as being closer than six feet to someone who has tested positive 
within 24 hours since an encounter. 

“Anybody who has a positive test will be isolated for 10 days based on the date of  the 
asymptomatic test or 10 days from the onset of  symptoms,” Reynolds said. 

These protocols for positive cases are aligned with the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s isolation  guidelines and are applied to students, staff and faculty.  

URI will provide isolation space for students who are not able to safely travel home to 
quarantine or are unable to successfully isolate themselves in their current living situation. 

Faculty and staff are also required to follow the same policies as students when it 
comes to being exposed and/or testing positive for COVID-19. 

Reynolds also highlighted the importance of  wearing masks over both the mouth and 
nose when indoors in any building on campus. 

“We know people are tired of  it, but right now it is an additional and essential mitiga-
tion strategy against spreading the virus,” Reynolds said. 

The COVID-19 tracker is still available on URI’s website which lists the number of  
tests administered by health services as well as the number of  positive results. As of  Sept. 
27, the positivity rate is at 0.67 percent which is below Health Service's goal to stay below 
a 1 percent positivity rate. 

Management through their Green Economy Grant Pro-
gram, a $400,000 grant from the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of  Transportation and $700,000 of  funds from the 
University’s Roads bond account.

Burke and Director of  Capital Projects Paul DePace 
said that as the work on Upper College Road concludes, 
there are many other projects that will begin. These proj-
ects include finishing the renovations on the west end of  
Fraternity Circle North, which is also having its sidewalk 
and street completely redone. 

“At the end of  this month, September, we should be 
completely done with all the road ways, sidewalk [and] 
landscaping work,” Burke said. “Per our original schedule 
and the contract we have until the end of  the calendar 
year to finish some of  the remaining work, that’s wayfind-
ing signage, we have some other security upgrades that are 
happening along this corridor.”

Additionally, the University also plans on constructing 
a new pier at the Narragansett Bay Campus to dock the 
new University research vessel, which is currently being 

constructed in Louisiana, according to DePace. This proj-
ect is set to be completed by the end of  2022.

Furthermore, a new 419-space parking lot is being 
constructed on the far west side of  campus, which will in-
corporate a solar panel system that will not only provide 
power for the University but also shade for anyone who 
parks in the lot, according to Burke. No timeline was cur-
rently provided for this project.

Upper College Road - Continued from Page 1

GRAPHIC CREDIT:  Elizabeth Wong



New student organization to uplift 
voices of students with disabilities
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Professors express 
mixed feelings about 
online, in-person 
classes
Claudia Stepien | Contributing Reporter

As classes and events re-
turn to in-person formats at the 
University of  Rhode Island, 
some students and professors 
have continued taking online 
classes and it doesn’t seem like 
online classes will go away any 
time soon.

James Ferry, a graduate 
teaching assistant at the Uni-
versity, said that there are many 
benefits and drawbacks to both 
in-person and online classes. 
Students come from various 
situations and backgrounds 
that affect how they learn, Fer-
ry said. This may include being 
a parent, being a caretaker for 
their parents and having addi-
tional jobs. Because of  this, he 
believes that online classes can 
be more accessible to a wider 
range of  circumstances.

He said that asynchro-
nous classes are ideal for stu-
dents who have a lot on their 
plate since professors can just 
upload recorded lectures and 
have students listen on their 
own time. There’s less pressure 
online because you can watch a 
lecture at noon, 3 a.m. or any 
time without having to worry 
about appearances, according 
to Ferry. He also said, “the ad-
vantage is I can do it in my pa-
jama bottoms at home.”

On the other hand, in-per-
son classes can be more hands-
on and engaging. However, 
Ferry said that the commute 
and anxiety of  teaching in 
front of  groups of  students 
again for the first time can be 
nerve-wracking for many stu-
dents. 

Professor Daniel Carrigg 
said that he prefers in-person 
classes because he believes 
that learning retention is much 
harder online, as nearly twice 
as many students failed his 
classes when they were moved 
online. 

“I know it’s just because 
people checked out,” Carrigg 
said. “It’s less personal online 

so students are less invested in 
their schoolwork; they can eas-
ily turn their computer off  and 
leave.”

He is prepared to make the 
switch back to online if  neces-
sary, though, citing his concern 
about the Delta variant and the 
possibility of  more restrictions. 

“The thought is in the back 
of  my mind,” Carrigg said, “‘if  
too many cases break out on 
campus, then what happens?’ 
I’m just trying to be prepared.”

In-person classes have 
come with a few restrictions, 
such as mandatory vaccina-
tions and indoor mask policies. 
Both professors noted that so 
far they have not had any sig-
nificant issues with students 
refusing to comply with mask 
restrictions, other than masks 
being worn under the nose or 
students complaining while be-
grudgingly wearing them.

Carrigg said that the clos-
est thing to a conflict was on 
the first day of  classes when 
a  student asked him to take 
his mask off  to hear him bet-
ter. Carrigg asked the class if  
anyone else was having trou-
ble hearing him and received a 
unanimous “no.” He declined 
the student’s request, saying 
that he didn’t want to break the 
rules, and hasn’t been asked 
again since. 

“I’ve had some [students] 
tell me they think it’s stupid,” 
Carrigg said, “I’ve had them 
argue with me about it, but I’ve 
never had them disobey me.”

He cautioned everyone to 
wear a mask and be safer than 
they think they have to be, say-
ing that while it’s annoying at 
times, it’s better than the al-
ternative of  another wave of  
COVID-19 cases.

Ferry encourages students 
to engage in class. He said that 
it’s easy for students to hide 
behind masks in class and to 
leave professors hanging, but 
contributing, participating and 
discussing is beneficial to both 
professors and students.

NEWS

Hannah Charron | Contributing Reporter

The Student Advocacy for Disability Awareness/
Action (SADA) is a new student-run organization at 
the University of  Rhode Island that is aiming to “dis-
assemble the stigmas associated with disabilities and 
build URI into an inclusive campus.”

Jewel Voyer, a senior at URI double majoring in 
biological sciences and molecular neuroscience, start-
ed this organization to give students with disabilities 
a voice and a space to feel comfortable and included.

Voyer said that she started the organization be-
cause it is important to back up student voices that are 
often overlooked or ignored. 

“Students may feel more comfortable sharing in-
formation with their peers rather than a staff member, 
and they may feel more inclined to voice their person-
al concerns as well,” Voyer said.

It was hard to start this organization last year 
with COVID-19 restrictions as it had to take place on 
Zoom and members could not meet in person. 

The first official meeting will be Wednesday, 
Oct. 13 at 6 p.m. on Google Meet. The purpose of  
the meeting will be to get everyone together and dis-
cuss what Voyer has been working on with Disabil-
ity, Access and Inclusion (DAI) over the past couple 
months. A set schedule on when they will take place 
will be decided after the initial meeting, once leaders 
and members finalize their plans. Elections for lead-
ership roles will most likely take place at the end of  
the meeting. SADA is looking for new members to fill 
positions including president, vice president, treasurer 
and secretary.  

Nina Tobin, a coordinator for the DAI depart-

ment at URI, will be one of  the advisors for SADA. 
She has worked in the field of  special education for 
about twenty years, such as inclusion and accessibility 
in academic settings. 

  In regards to helping Voyer start this pro-
gram, Tobin says she will “go by her lead, whatever 
she needs. I want to be responsive to that, and any 
things that we can do to make those events more ac-
cessible, to publicize them, as far as the DAI depart-
ment goes, and to support the funding of  the organi-
zation in a successful way.”

Having an organization like this at the University 
of  Rhode Island will benefit students with and with-
out disabilities because it will create a community for a 
group of  students who are disabled that may feel stig-
matized, left out or not included within larger groups. 

“[I would] absolutely encourage [students] to 
show up and see what it’s all about,” Tobin said. “I 
think there are rare times in life where you get to be 
a part of  something that is starting and get to be a 
part of  the process of  designing and filling out and 
structuring what an organization is going to be like, 
and especially if  it represents something that has to do 
with your rights, your experience, your ability to con-
nect with community and feel that you have partners 
and the benefits of  numbers.” 

To better the lives of  individuals on campus, as 
Voyer explained, URI can start a conversation to build 
inclusivity.

Voyer said that students can be allies for disabled 
students through attending meetings, listening to stu-
dents who voice their concerns and coming up with 
ideas as a group to help create a positive impact on 
the lives of  students with disabilities around campus.

PHOTO CREDIT:  Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer



University works to standardize classroom technology
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

With classes returning to in-person 
instruction at the University of  Rhode Is-
land, faculty and staff members are back 
to navigating the technology within each 
classroom. 

For many years at URI, not all class-
rooms had the same technology system be-
cause of  the different architecture in each 
building. Katie Babula, the lead informa-
tion technologist for URI’s IT Communi-
cations Department, explained that this is 
also due to the different types of  classrooms 
within the University.

“There are two types of  classrooms,” 
Babula said. “The first are general assign-
ment classrooms which are overseen by a 
branch of  the provost’s office. That’s where 
our funding comes from in terms of  up-
grades for those classrooms, and we have 
all of  them on a cycle and things like that. 
There’s a built-in update and maintenance 
schedule for about 150 of  the classrooms.”

Some of  these classrooms include lo-
cations in Swan Hall, Chafee Auditorium 
and some of  the classrooms in Bliss Hall, 
according to Babula. 

The other type of  classrooms at URI 
are departmental classrooms, which de-
partments own independently. Babula ex-
plained that funds can be tighter for the 
departments and therefore the technology 
systems in these classrooms may not be up-
dated as consistently, but are usually on a 
seven-year update cycle.

Babula works to update the general 
assignment classrooms and said that IT 
keeps the same “base-level formula” in 

every classroom to make 
it easier for instructors 
to switch between those 
types of  rooms. 

“The tech we put 
in classrooms is three-
to-four years ahead,” 
Babula said. “But giv-
ing classrooms the same 
base-level formula really 
helps. It’s like when you 
go from an iPad to an iP-
hone. Every [General As-
signment] classroom has 
the same touch screen 
interface.” 

This interface that 
Babula discussed about 
allows all professors 
in general assignment 
classrooms to access 
controls such as volume 
and Zoom from a touch 
screen on each lectern.  
These classrooms also 
share the same type of  
technology that is in departmental class-
rooms. 

“For the second and third floor of  
Swan [Hall], those are what we consider 
more traditional lecture-type classrooms,” 
Babula said. “So there’s a lectern at the 
front of  the classroom that will have a room 
computer for faculty so they don’t have to 
worry about bringing their own computer. 
There’s still laptop hookups so should they 
desire to bring their own laptop there is 
connections at the lectern.” 

The classrooms also are equipped with 
Blu-ray players and document cameras 

that allow professors to project images of  
paper documents and other objects.

But not all classrooms have these de-
vices, which is where confusion can come 
into play for faculty.

Junior Megan Ayles, a communication 
studies and journalism double major, said 
that while she did not know about the dif-
ferent types of  classrooms at the University, 
she has seen some of  her professors strug-
gle with technology in the past. 

“Honestly, for me, it’s not that big of  a 
deal if  it’s a quick thing,” Ayles said. “But 
sometimes my professors won’t know how 

to turn on the projectors, or they’ll have 
issues with the Wi-Fi, and it’ll take up 10 
minutes of  class time which can be a lot 
of  time given that some classes are only 50 
minutes long.” 

Though switching all classrooms to the 
same technology would help some of  these 
issues that Ayles spoke on, Babula said it is 
unlikely that all classrooms at URI will ever 
switch over to the same technology due to 
funding differences. For now, IT is doing 
what it can to support all students and fac-
ulty in the transition back into in-person 
classrooms.

PAGE 6 • @rhodycigar

Engineering students gain real-world 
experience in capstone course
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Claudia Stepien | Contributing Reporter

The capstone course for University of  Rhode Island electrical and computer engineer-
ing majors has been running since 2008, but after a major revamp in 2017, students are 
now being given the opportunity to gain real-world experience.

ELE 480: Capstone Design I and ELE 481: Capstone Design II are the electrical 
and computer engineering capstone courses for senior electrical and computer engineer-
ing students. These courses are run by professor and Program Director Harish Sunak. 
The two-semester long capstone includes student collaborations with industry sponsors like 
Acumentrics, Rite Solutions, and Zebra Technologies, to work on real-world engineering 
problems. 

The course is valuable to students because they bring years of  theory into practice and 
work in internship-like positions that often turn into careers, according to Sunak.

 Sunak works with sponsors to make a list of  real problems that companies face and 
how to get students interested and involved with solving those problems. The companies 
write up formal project proposals, then students rank their interest in the proposals and 
complete interviews with the capstone directors. The directors, consisting of  Sunak and 
consulting technical directors Brendan Smerbeck and Mike Smith, work to put students in 
the programs and groups best suited for their skills and interests.

 One of  the groups in this year’s capstone class consists of  four electrical engineers: 
Anissa Elias, Christopher Charron, Nicholas Duarte and Shaun Thurber, who are working 
on designing a system to measure the health of  batteries. 

All members agreed that being together in a group has been invaluable, and the cama-
raderie of  working together on such an important project has made the course less stressful. 

“It'd be a lot harder to work individually and bounce ideas off of,” Thurber said. “I'm 
an extrovert, so I like being around people.”

The group noted that the hardest part of  the project so far has been trying to find 
which direction to go in. They need to come up with a mission statement that satisfies their 
directors and they’re still fine-tuning the details of  what exactly their company wants them 
to create. Students have until the ELECOMP Summit in May to design, construct, and test 
their projects, and to create presentations for the summit.

“We have to figure out the best way to do something that's never been done,” said 
Duarte. “It’s research and development in the dark.”

Anna Skelly, an electrical engineer that graduated last year from URI’s engineering 
program, works with Sunak to help students currently enrolled in the capstone program. 
While she was a student, Skelly’s project focused on integrating a fault detection unit into 
fans that can detect if  a fan is not working correctly.

The most challenging issue Skelly said she faced was burnout towards the end of  her 
senior year. She said working on the final details of  the project, finals for her other classes 
and graduation all at once was stressful.

“It's definitely hard, but it's worth it in the end,” Skelly said. “Because you gain so 
much experience through doing just the annoying stupidly hard stuff.”

At the end of  the year, all of  the projects are presented at an ELECOMP Summit— a 
networking event for students and for new potential companies that are interested in work-
ing with the URI engineering program. Once all the groups present their projects, future 
sponsoring companies vote on the best projects, and the top three teams are rewarded with 
cash prizes of  up to $1,000 per student. 

 Sunak has full confidence in the program and believes it is essential for students to 
take part in these capstones to get a feel for what a real engineering job is like. 

“Without this,” Sunak said, “they are fish out of  water in the real world.”

PHOTO CREDIT:  Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer

PHOTO CREDIT:  Hannah Charron | Contributing Reporter



SEPTEMBER 30, 2021 @rhodycigar • PAGE 7

Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

The heart of  the University of  
Rhode Island’s Kingston campus, 
the Memorial Union, has housed 
bowling alleys, lemonade stands 
and pizzerias since it first opened 
in 1954.

According to Matt Santagata, 
the coordinator of  operational ser-
vices of  the Union, the building 
was created as a memorial for the 
students and staff members that 
lost their lives in World War II.

“Before the Union was built, 
the original structure was a Quon-
set hut — a dome-shaped building 
that didn’t really have much pur-
pose,” Santagata said. “During 
this time period, there was a push 
to build student unions and actu-
al buildings, and so that’s how the 
Union came to be.”

It was not until after the Uni-
versity decided to build a student 
union that they decided to dedi-
cate the building to veterans who 
had come home from World War 
II just a few years before, San-
tagata said. 

The original exterior of  the 
building can be seen from the first 
atrium, where the COVID-19 test-
ing site is currently located. San-
tagata described the brick walls 
and window shutters as “very 
1950s,” mimicking popular build-
ing designs at the time.

In 1964, the first addition was 
added to the building — in the 
area that now houses the Ram’s 
Den and the lower level of  the 
building. This originally housed 
a flower shop called “Two Lips” 
where the current “Total Image 
Hair Salon” is, a high-end restau-
rant called “America’s Cup Room” 
where the “Dunkin’ Donuts” is 
and a pub in the first level where 
the “Union Express” mailroom 
now is, according to Santagata.

“Over the years, there has 

been a Del’s Lemonade, an arcade 
and a pizzeria in the lower level of  
the Union,” he said. “When the le-
gal drinking age was still 18, there 
was a pub called the Rathskeller, 
which was a huge spot for students 
to hang out on the weekends.”

The Assistant Director of  
Union Operations Brad Irish 
credited the Rathskeller for giving 
URI a reputation of  being a “par-
ty school” back in the ’60s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s. The pub was removed 
shortly after the legal drinking age 
changed to 21 in 1984.

The next renovation to the 
Union was done in 1992, in honor 
of  URI’s centennial anniversary. 
This addition was intended to just 
make the building larger, Irish said.  

“There used to be a wrap-
around patio around the whole 
building, from the side next to 
Dunkin’ Donuts all the way around 
to the front of  the building,” Irish 
said. “You can see now that the pa-
tio still exists on the side, but the 
rest has since been removed.”

The Memorial Union was 
due to start new renovations at the 
start of  this semester, according 
to Santagata, however, with the 
COVID-19 pandemic and other 
factors, the renovations have been 
postponed to an undetermined lat-
er date.

“A lot of  the former things that 
used to be in the Union have been 
removed due to student use, inter-
est, and other factors,” Santagata 
said. “Personally, I would love to 
see a lot of  that stuff come back. It 
would give students more of  a rea-
son to come and hang out.”

The Memorial Union is meant 
to be a safe space for students to 
come, relax and entertain, accord-
ing to Santagata. He said that the 
directors and staff of  the Union 
take students’ opinions and ideas 
into consideration when planning 
any future renovation projects. 

HISTORY
A brief history of the 
Memorial Union
After 67 years, Union remains student hubJuliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

On the week of  Sept. 24, 1971, the Good Five 
Cent Cigar was reporting on the upcoming panhel-
lenic rush, Honors Colloquium and concerts coming 
to the University of  Rhode Island.

According to an article on the front page, a new 
policy was instituted at the URI Bookstore that al-
lowed students to re-sell their used textbooks through 
the bookstore as long as the books were still in use in 
their respective courses.

In addition, the bookstore had just added new 
items to their inventory available to students for pur-
chase, as well as adding renovations to enlarge the 
store. Items such as records, candles, posters and 
health-food items were added to the store’s stocks for 
students to purchase.

In the editorial section, an anonymous reporter 
wrote an article about URI’s Sailing team. Accord-
ing to the article, the sailing team was just recently 
erased from the fall athletic schedule. Members of  
the Sailing team offered to pay for it themselves and 
become a club rather than an official sport.

“It might be noted that the sailing team at URI 
was ranked second in the nation last year,” read the 
article entitled “Strange but True.” 

The author addressed their confusion by men-
tioning that the sailing team had ranked second in 
the nation in 1970, yet still were cut from university 
funding.

Today, the URI sailing team is a club sport un-
der Campus Recreation, rather than a Division I 
sport through the NCAA.

In a letter to the editor, Student Senator Gail 
McCurry discussed her disappointment with the 
Homecoming Committee’s poor planning for the 
upcoming celebration, and with her fellow Student 
Senate members for not granting the Homecoming 
Committee the proper amount of  funds.

According to the letter, the Homecoming Com-

mittee only had a football game and homecoming 
pageant planned for the 1971 celebration. In years 
past, the festivities included concerts and lawn dis-
plays. The committee had reached out to the Sen-
ate asking for a $170 emergency fund for planning, 
which the Senate declined.

“The request was met with an outburst of  snick-
ers and the typical Student Senate soapbox dramat-
ics including cries of  sexist revolution on campus 
manifesting itself  in a beauty pageant during Home-
coming festivities,” McCurry wrote. 

The “Dear Miss Lonelyhearts” column was 
a column where students could ask for love advice 
from an anonymous reporter under the alias of  
“Militant Female.” This edition of  the Cigar told a 
story about a reader’s boyfriend trying to light her 
cigarette for her.

“I started to light my cigarette out of  my own 
pack with my own book of  matches,” she said. “He 
tried to grab the matches and light it for me! I mean, 
was he for real? Boys don’t do that anymore, they’re 
not supposed to.”

Miss Lonelyhearts responded, telling the woman 
to excuse the man's behavior as he must have had 
an old-fashioned upbringing and that women's rights 
were still on the rise.

In campus news, articles were featured about a 
new international program being started, panhellen-
ic recruitment beginning, and a recent poetry show 
by Joanna Featherstone, a Black poet, in the Memo-
rial Union ballroom.

Lastly, there was an advertisement for a Beach 
Boys concert at Keaney Gymnasium on Sept. 28. 
The concert, hosted by the Student Entertainment 
Committee, was $2.50 a ticket for students.

Other advertisements featured were for a Le-
high Gas Station, Chimney Sweep Candle Com-
pany, and weekend music performances at Bon Vue 
Inn in Narragansett.

History of the Cigar: Sept. 24, 1971
What was the student voice saying 50 years ago?

PHOTO CREDIT:  Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer
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Rachel Dobson, 
freshman, communica-

tive disorders 

“I have to go get 
some apple cider donuts 

at Clyde’s in Connecti-
cut.” 

Emily Bauser, freshman, 
communicative disorders

 
“I’d like to have some apple 

cider.” 

What are you looking forward to this fall?

Arthur White, sopho-
more, political science

 
“I’m looking 

forward to the leaves 
changing colors and 

Thanksgiving.” 

Allen Liv, sophomore, 
business administration

“On my fall bucket 
list is to have fun, meet 
new people, maybe hoin 
a frat and have a good 
costume for Halloween -- 
that’s most important.”

Peyton Theil, junior, 
data sciences 

“It’s on my fall 
bucket list to go to Bajas 

on Thayer Street.” 

Anna Gamgebeli, 
junior, international 
studies and German 

“Hopefully I’ll 
go pumpkin picking, 
and I’m excited to wear 
sweaters again.” 

Leah Bohner, soph-
omore, marketing and 
communication studies 

“Hopefully get good 
grades, go to the beach a 
bit and just chill out on the 
campus now that it’s open 
again.”  



URI alumnus finds success 
a second time
Frank Caraccia makes move from music to photography
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New political science 
professor helps 
develop online 
accelerated masters 
program
Evan Winslow | Staff Reporter

After working for over 20 
years in the public sector, Karen 
Sweeting is utilizing her back-
ground in human resource man-
agement to develop her research 
in a wide range of  topics includ-
ing disparities in public adminis-
tration and policy. 

“That’s where my passion for 
my research developed,” Sweeting 
said. “Because within the field, 
you notice discrepancies and you 
notice how the system is designed 
to operate and who is normally 
left out in terms of  historically 
marginalized groups.”

The new University of  Rhode 
Island assistant professor of  public 
administration previously worked 
as a human resources administra-
tor in the Broward County, Flor-
ida Public School system before 
pursuing her doctorate in public 
administration from Florida At-
lantic University in 2017.

After completing her doc-
torate and a dissertation entitled 
“Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Cultural Competence: An In-
terpretive Analysis for Cultural 
Competence of  Federal Depart-
ments’ Strategic Plans,” Sweeting 
joined the URI political science 
department in June 2021. She ac-
cepted the position because of  the 
similarity between her dissertation 
focus and the URI strategic plan 
to incorporate diversity, equity 
and inclusion (DEI) on campus. 

“What captured me with the 
URI ad for this position that I’m 
in right now was their mission 
statement and their strategic plan 
in terms of  DEI and what they 
were hoping to do,” Sweeting said.

In her current first semester 
at URI, Sweeting is teaching PSC 
504: Ethics in Public Administra-
tion and Policy. She has worked 
to connect what she is teaching in 
the classroom to real-life by asking 
students questions related to ethi-
cal situations they may face, con-
necting theory to the real world. 

“Let’s connect what we’re 
learning to what you’re physically 
doing, and then we can see how 
we can build that knowledge base 
so you can understand how to deal 
with it going forward,” Sweeting 
said.

Beyond teaching URI public 
administration classes, Sweeting 
has helped develop the master 
of  public administration (MPA) 
accelerated online program with 
Aaron Ley, the MPA program 
director, and Perri Leviss, the as-
sistant director of  the MPA pro-
gram. 

Ley said that Sweeting has 
brought perspective and knowl-

edge about diversity, inclusion and 
cultural competence to the MPA 
program. 

“We never really had any-
body else that focuses specifically 
on diversity, inclusion and cultural 
competence in our curriculum,” 
Ley said. “And Karen, just for her 
expertise in this area, is going to be 
a special thing for our students.”

Ley has found that Sweeting 
has helped develop many aspects 
of  the program. The MPA pro-
gram offers the opportunity for 
students to complete two or three 
graduate certificates in policy 
analysis or public management 
and an essential professional cer-
tificate in public administration 
and policy while finishing the pro-
gram. 

“She has a lot of  input on the 
governance of  the program and 
the direction of  the program,” 
Ley said. “And she is just very in-
strumental in that regard because 
she comes from a Ph.D. program 
that has an accredited MPA pro-
gram.”

Sweeting is looking forward 
to teaching a new course entitled 
PSC 502: Diversity and Inclusion 
in Public Administration within 
the accelerated seven-week asyn-
chronous format and PSC 503: 
Problems in Public Personnel Ad-
ministration next semester. 

In her future semesters at 
URI, Sweeting will continue to 
keep up a pipeline of  projects to 
contribute knowledge towards her 
field while incorporating the val-
ues of  DEI in her work at URI. 

“So we have to come to the 
table with an open mind and we 
have to create those brave and safe 
spaces for people to be free to ex-
press themselves,” Sweeting said. 
“And then once you’re able to do 
that, then you can get into enjoy-
ing the value of  diversity, equity 
and inclusion.” 

FEATURES

Leah Popovic | Web Editor

University of  Rhode Island alumnus Frank 
Caraccia is a veteran of  the music industry who 
is headed towards a ‘picture-perfect’ new career. 

While attending URI, Caraccia’s main goal 
was to obtain a degree in any field. He admittedly 
was unsure of  what path was right for him. In the 
end, he chose to become a consumer affairs major, 
which covered a broad scope of  his interests.

“I was under the guidance that what you’re 
supposed to do after you leave high school was go 
to college, but I was kind of  always spinning my 
wheels and really figuring out what I wanted to 
do,” he said.

Caraccia graduated from URI and started a 
landscaping and construction company as his first 
job out of  college. It was not until he was in his 
thirties when Caraccia discovered new passions 
for music and travel.

Moving to California on a whim, Caraccia de-
cided to take a chance on an up-and-coming band 
called “Slightly Stoopid.” From there, the pieces 
began falling into place.

Caraccia started his nearly 20 year music ca-
reer in 2002 as a guitar technician on the west 
coast. He gradually moved up the ranks, taking 
a post as a stage manager and working with some 
big names.

“I went on tour to Australia, Japan and Eu-
rope multiple times, and really worked doing full 
tours with people like Jack Johnson and the Mar-
ley Brothers,” he said. “That was something I nev-
er thought would ever happen.”

Along the way, Caraccia used photography 
to document his travels and unique experiences. 
He picked up a disposable camera and found a 
knack for capturing landscape and nautical scenes 
during his travels.

By 2017, he was purchasing profession-
al-grade camera equipment and learning about 
the craft of  photography through Youtube videos 
and guide books.

“My philosophy was that I would just go out 
and try to make something happen wherever I was 
at,” Caraccia said. “I would just walk off the bus 

with my camera and start taking pictures.”
What once was a hobby has now turned into 

a thriving career. Caraccia is now selling prints of  
his scenic photography on an HD metal medium 
online and at local art festivals. 

While his sales have been affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Caraccia remains optimis-
tic as new opportunities to sell his work begin pop-
ping up again.

Caraccia said that he is grateful for his current 
success, as well as his past adventures as a self-
made business owner and a touring music tech-
nician.

“It’s definitely been an interesting ride,” he 
said. “Now I’m 52, and hopefully this photog-
raphy take-off can become something that I can 
keep moving.”

To support Caraccia’s photography endeav-
ors, visit his website at https://www.bigskrimpin-
foto.com, or visit him at the Providence Art Mar-
ketplace this fall.

PHOTO CREDIT:  Contributed by Frank Caraccia

Professor Karen Sweeting uses her past 
20 years of experience in the public 

sector to offer a new approach to public 
administration. PHOTO CREDIT:  

Contributed by Karen Sweeting



Suicide prevention has to go further
Mary Lind | Production Manager

Trigger warning: suicide. 
September is Suicide Pre-

vention Month, and as it comes 
to a close, I’d like to say a few 
things about how we as a soci-
ety go about the idea of  “suicide 
prevention.” 

Obviously, suicide preven-
tion is incredibly important. 
When you’re suicidal, you don’t 
see any other way out. Dying is 
the only escape to your prob-
lems. When you’re caught in the 
depths of  suicidal thoughts, you 
don’t see any future for yourself, 
and it is often only through ex-
ternal help that you survive it.

Much of  the suicide pre-
vention content I see revolves 
around providing information 
for crisis phone or text lines (1-
800-273-8255 is the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline, or 
you can text HOME to 741741 
for the Crisis Text Line or if  
you’re in Rhode Island you can 
call BH Link at 401-414-5465), 
or providing self-care tips like 
paced breathing, meditation, 

healthy distractions or reaching 
out to a friend. That, or provid-
ing lists of  therapists and psychi-
atrists who are nearby. 

In many situations, these 
will be enough to take someone 
off the edge, and I don’t want to 
minimize the importance and 
power of  these things. But as im-
portant and useful as those can 
be, suicide prevention cannot 
stop at providing hotlines and 
sharing self-soothing tips. 

Suicide prevention also has 
to include providing safe and 
stable housing. It has to include 
making sure that people are 
fed and connected with their 
communities and aren’t living 
in poverty. According to the 
National Health Care for the 
Homeless Council, unemploy-
ment, domestic or sexual abuse 
and isolation/loneliness are risk 
factors for suicide along with 
mental illness and drug abuse. 

Most importantly, suicide 
prevention has to include health 
care. It is impossible to work to-
wards suicide prevention if  peo-
ple do not have access to health 

care –– mental and physical. 
Suicide prevention is a pub-

lic policy issue. When politicians 
take up things like housing pol-
icy, Medicare for all and min-
imum wage, they are taking up 
suicide prevention. While these 
things will not eliminate suicide 
entirely, I suspect that the gar-
gantuan task of  “suicide preven-
tion” will become much easier.

Personally, I can say with 
100 percent certainty that cri-
sis phone lines and self-care tips 
were not enough for me. Suicide 
prevention for me was taking 
time out of  school and work to 
spend time at an outpatient par-
tial hospital program (on multi-
ple occasions) where I was able 
to process my struggles, learn the 
skills I needed to cope with them 
and receive the correct medica-
tion and diagnoses. I’m incredi-
bly privileged to have been able 
to do that, which shouldn’t be 
the case. Every person who’s sui-
cidal should have access to these 
things. What we have in place 
for suicide prevention right now 
is simply not enough.
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Who cares? I do! - 
Go away, girlbosses!
Jason Phillips | News Editor

The term girlboss has recently reentered pop 
culture and I could not be more annoyed about it. 

For those who are unfamiliar with the term, 
according to Urban Dictionary, “girlboss” is a verb 
defined as, “to make something or someone appear 
as a feminist idol or inspiration for profit, despite the 
numerous flaws of  the person.”

While the idea of  a girlboss started as a feminist 
idea, fighting against the majority male leadership 
at many companies and in government. Though the 
flaws of  girlbosses were quickly realized by many, in-
cluding myself.

In the same way that LGBTCIA supposed-
ly adds more representation in positions of  power 
without reforming the same institutions that have 
historically harmed Americans, girlbossing does not 
actually fix the capitalist structure that harms people.

Girlbosses are subverting the American system 
in gender roles, but it still perpetuates the harmful 
system that has led to more wealth inequality than 
during the time of  the French Revolution. Looking 
at women in roles of  power through the lens of  class 
consciousness, focusing on how class affects Ameri-
can society, it is clear that girlbosses step on the backs 
of  others to make it to the place that they are at.

Girlbossing endorses the idea of  hustle culture 
in America, a harmful and untrue concept. Before 
many legal changes, women were completely held 
out of  positions of  power or even well-paying jobs. 
Now that women are able to attain these positions, 
many are still kept out of  roles. Telling women that 
if  they work hard enough and give everything up, 

they’ll have the chance to be rich and powerful is 
extremely harmful and untrue.

People in positions of  power like to spread the 
myth of  meritocracy in America to keep those below 
them in line. If  people believe that they too can come 
from any background and end up in the shoes of  Jeff 
Bezos, they are more likely to operate under an op-
pressive system. Most Americans are much closer to 
losing their entire wealth than they are to reaching 
the wealth of  Elon Musk or any other billionaire in 
their lifetime.

I truly believe that women should occupy posi-
tions of  power in similar numbers to men, but just 
having women in these positions is not enough. Alex-
andra Ocasio-Cortez is not a politician of  the people 
because she is a girlboss, or simply because she is a 
woman. She is so great because of  her advocacy for 
the underrepresented.

While there was value in the term girlboss even 
15 years ago to supplant the idea of  men in charge, 
the idea has evolved into something that is harmful 
to society at large.

Girlbossing hurts women by forcing them to feel 
as if  they have to hustle constantly and give up any 
outside life they have to be successful. Basing suc-
cess off of  money and power, as girlbosses encourage 
us to do, completely disregards women who work in 
lower-paying jobs, stay at home or have a life outside 
of  work.

To put it simply: girlbossing is toxic femininity 
and harmful to women. Regardless of  money and 
power, all women are valid and placing value on 
those things should not be a part of  feminist move-
ments.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021

DR. KENT BLANSETT, “THINK INDIGENOUS: 
RICHARD OAKES AND THE RED POWER MOVEMENT”
7pm - 8:15pm • VIRTUAL EVENT • FREE
This event is part of  the Center for the Humanities’ lecture series, “Me-
morials and Commemoration in the U.S.”  Blansett will explore the Red 
Power movement through the lens of  Akwesasne Mohawk activist Rich-
ard Oakes and how his actions reflected a unique voice of  Indigenous 
leadership within the Red Power movement. Richard Oakes’s life story 
highlights the development of  Indian Cities in Brooklyn, San Francisco, 
and Seattle while uncovering the intersections of  Native Nationalism 
and Red Power in this dynamic era of  American history. The event are 
free and open to the public.  To register, please visit: https://web.uri.
edu/humanities/think-indigenous-richard-oakes-and-the-red-power-
movement/

FRIDAY, OCT. 1 THRU SUNDAY OCT. 3, 2021

URI ALUMNI & FAMILY WEEKEND!
Starting Friday morning with a presentation by the Depaertment of  
Nursing and ending on Sunday with URI’s Women’s Soocer game 
against Fordham, URI’s Alumni & Family Weekend offers plenty of  
opportunities for you to celebrate being a Rhody Ram! Football and 
Soccer games, food trucks, tailgating, Stephen Colbert’s comedic talents, 
meet-ups of  various alumni groups, 2020 commencement celebrations, 
farm tours, Zumba on the Quad, Celestial observations, campus tours 
and dining opportunties and much more! For the entire weekend’s line-
up, visit: https://web.uri.edu/alumni-family-weekend/family-events/
FRIDAY OCTOBER 1, 2021 HIGLIGHTS:
• 11am - Class of  2020 Commencement: Graduate School Ceremony 
at The Ryan Center
• 1-3pm - College of  Nursing Open House with Dean Wolfe 
• 2-3pm - URI Launch Lab Networking Event, Carothers Library
• 3pm - Peckham Farm Tours
• 3:30pm - Alumni & Family Weekend Campus Tours, Begin at Hig-
gins Welcome Center on Upper College Road. Registration required.
• 4pm - Class of  2020 Commencement: Undergraduate School Cere-
mony at The Ryan Center
• 6:30 p.m. Shabbat service; 7:15 p.m. Dinner at Hillel Center. Reser-
vations required.
• 8-9pm - Astonomy Observation on the Quad (outside of  East Hall)
SATURDAY OCTOBER 2, 2021 HIGLIGHTS:
• Tailgating in the Plains Road Lot (Lot opens at 8am) Patrons encour-
aged to prepay and arrive early. Football game against Stony Brook 
starts at noon. Game tickets are sold out, but tailgaters welcome.
• 10am-12pm - Rhodyville Block Party. Food trucks, games, giveaways, 
and lots of  Rhody spirit! Plains Road Lot, corner of  Tootell Ave. and 
West Alumni Ave.
• 10:45am - Zumba on the Quad!
• 4-6pm - Young Alumni Meetup, Shaidzon Beer Company, W. Kingston
• 7pm - URI Men’s Soccer vs . St Boneventure at URI Soccer Complex
• 8pm - Comedy Feature: A Conversation with Stephen Colbert
• 8-9pm - Astonomy Observation on the Quad (outside of  East Hall)
SUNDAY OCTOBER 3, 2021 HIGLIGHTS:
• Dine with Your Student at Hope Mainfare: Any meal is a $9 entrance 
fee for non-meal plan holders. Cash, credit/debit cards accepted. Conti-
nental: 9am-10am • Brunch: 10am-3pm • Dinner 4pm-8:30pm
• 11am-12:30pm - Sunday Bagel Brunch for Families of  Jewish Students 
held at Hillel Center
• 2pm - URI Women’s Soccer vs. Fordham at URI Soccer Complex

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021

AQUATIC FITNESS - KEY LOG ROLLING @ TOOTELL
7pm - 8pm • TOOTEL AQUATIC CENTER • FREE
Join us! It’s a terrific way for participants to work on their core strength 
and balance while having a ton of  fun. Every Wednesday throughout 
the semester! So what is Keylog rolling?  It is pretty much exactly what 
it sounds like: A synthetic log, is placed in the water and participants 
try to run on top of  it (rolling it as they do) for as long as possible before 
tumbling off. You can enjoy rolling alone, with a partner, or as a team. 
Are you ready to roll? Keylog rolling takes place in the warm, shallow in-
structional pool. Participants must: Wear a bathing suit, Pull back or cap 
shoulder-length hair or longer, No swimming skills are required. Must 
Sign up on IMLeagues.com/uri 

THIS WEEK AT URI



Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

For the 11th time, the Univer-
sity of  Rhode Island Chinese Pro-
gram held the traditional Chinese 
Moon Festival at the Quad.

“  It is a way to promote the Chi-
nese tradition and not only Asians 
but all of  the students and faculty 
on campus can join us in this festival 
and bring some diversity to cam-
pus,” said Yiping Zhang, a lecturer 
of  Chinese on campus.

The festival was filled with 
events associated with Chinese cul-
ture. After signing up for the event 
via a Google Form, students could 
take part in activities, learning 
things such as calligraphy and paper 
folding and play games such as ping 
pong. 

The Moon Festival is celebrat-
ed traditionally on the 15th day of  
the eighth month of  the Chinese 
lunisolar calendar with a full moon 
at night, usually corresponding to 
mid-September or early October. It 
is based around the moon empress 
Chang’e, who, in Chinese tradition, 
stole the elixir of  immortality from 
her husband and became the god-
dess of  the moon. The festival has 
been celebrated since the Zhang 
Dynasty to mark the end of  the au-
tumn harvest and has continued to 
grow.

“Actually, there is a tradition 
behind this festival: most emperors 
worshipped the moon so it was ac-
cepted by the masses and became 
more popular over time,” Zhang 
said.

She said that the festival is used 
as a sort of  family gathering and re-
union. In China, it is considered a 
national holiday with similarities to 
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Student Entertainment Committee 
to welcome Stephen Colbert 
at Ryan Center this Saturday
Ronan Himmelrick | Contributing Reporter 

Live from the Ryan Center, it’s Stephen 
Colbert! -- at least it will be this Saturday at 
8 p.m.

Late night host, comedian, author, writ-
er, actor and political commentator Stephen 
Colbert is coming to the University of  Rhode 
Island for a special conversation with the com-
munity to celebrate Alumni and Family Week-
end. The show starts at 8 p.m. in the Ryan 
Center.

Colbert, host of  “The Late Show” on CBS, 
took over the gig in 2015 following David Let-
terman’s retirement. Previously, he was the 
host of  the “Colbert Report” on Comedy Cen-
tral which ran from 2005 to 2014.

He has published many books over the 
past two decades, including the satirical polit-
ical commentary novel, “I am America (And 
So Can You!)” published in 2007. He has also 
made appearances on NBC’s “The Office,” 
“Saturday Night Live” (as both an actor and 
writer), “The Daily Show” and many other 
shows and movies over the years. 

Colbert’s satirical humor usually pokes fun 

at the political news of  the week, with many 
intriguing, and sometimes perplexing, stories 
brought to the forefront. He is different from 
many other late night comedians, as his show is 
focused mostly on political news and not sim-
ply celebrity news and popular culture. 

The ever-changing and ever-intensifying 
nature of  politics in America has given Col-
bert plenty to talk about in recent years, and 
his show is among the most popular in the late 
night category. 

The URI Student Entertainment Com-
mittee (SEC) collaborated with Spectra Venue 
Mgmt. and the Ryan Center to organize this 
event.

“[Colbert] is so popular with the pub-
lic, and especially with families,” said Sydney 
Klein, president of  the SEC’s special events 
subcommittee. “We wanted a show that would 
be universally enjoyed.”

Klein also noted that it’s “incredible” that 
they were able to book him for “such an im-
portant event,” considering Colbert only visits 
a select few colleges per year and is one of  the 
biggest names in comedy and political com-
mentary.

Colbert is not an ordinary comic, so fans 

ENTERTAINMENT

David Broccoli | Contributing Reporter

I’ve never thought about 
getting a tattoo before; it just 
doesn’t interest me to have per-
manent ink on my body. How-
ever, I would absolutely get one 
if  it had a good meaning behind 
it, probably something to do with 
my family or friends. That’s what 
I personally love about tattoos, is 
that some of  them have deeper 
meaning than we think.

You never know what a tat-
too could mean unless you ask, 
and it’s always so pleasing for 
me to listen to the stories behind 
some tattoos that people have. 
There have been numerous dis-
cussions between my dad’s side 
of  the family about getting a cer-
tain matching tattoo for all of  us, 
and I can give you a clue as to 
what it would be. If  you’ve read 
my name on the byline of  this ar-
ticle, you might have a good idea 
as to what we all agreed upon. 
Everyone pronounces my last 
name like the vegetable already, 
and we all think it would be fun-
ny and sweet to get a broccoli tat-
tooed somewhere. Nevertheless, 
this story isn’t about me and my 
family.

I was walking around the 
Ram’s Den, and I caught a 
glimpse of  a tattoo on the arm of  
a girl named Abbey Hagerstrom. 
Hagerstrom is a freshman nurs-
ing major, and she has other tat-
toos on her arm and ankle. The 
one I captured is on her left fore-
arm, and it is a simple phrase that 
says “Love You Abbey Gramps,” 
in her grandfather’s handwriting. 

Hagerstrom had actually 
shown the tattoo artist an old 
Christmas card her grandfather 
gave her a while back to model 
the tattoo after. Hagerstrom said 
that she had a bunch of  cards 
from her grandfather collected 
at one point, and then she lost 
them. Before her grandfather 
passed, she saw him on his last 
day, and his final words to her 
were “I love you.” After that, she 
found the card somewhere, and 
told me that she knew she had to 

get her tattoo. 
“To me, this tattoo means 

that my grandpa is always with 
me,” Hagerstrom said. “It re-
minds me of  my last minutes 
with him, and I smile everytime 
I look at it.”

When she got it done, she 
said that she went in for just a 
consultation, but the artist told 
her that they could do it right 
then and there, so Hagerstrom 
got it done the same day.

Hagerstrom’s grandfather 
was the only other living relative 
on her father’s side of  the fami-
ly, so she was very close to him. 
He had been sick for the past 10 
years or so prior to his passing, 
and was dealing with Type 2 Dia-
betes. When Hagerstrom got the 
tattoo done, she showed her dad 
the final product, and he loved it.

Hagerstrom went on to share 
more about her grandfather, and 
how he was the nicest and most 
empathetic person that she knew, 
but who also had bad hearing 
and yelled often. Hagerstrom 
couldn’t recall what the cause 
of  his death actually was, but he 
passed at 70 years old, and her 
tattoo makes her remember him 
every day.

Markings, Meanings, 
Everything in Between: 
Part 15

Moon Festival offers students fun, 
important cultural celebration

shouldn’t expect a performance akin to John Mulaney’s stand-
up routine from his 2019 visit to the Ryan Center. His perfor-
mance will be formatted as an informal moderated interview, 
with some signature satirical comments and sarcasm through-
out. 

“I’m not exactly sure what the show will look like, but I’m 
very excited to be a part of  the audience,” Klein said. 

This is also the first in-person event of  this nature held at 
The Ryan Center in almost two years due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

“We didn’t even have parents weekend last year so it’ll be 
nice to have events again,” sophomore Matthew Madrid said.

His special appearance at URI comes after an Emmy nom-
ination for Variety Talk Series and a win for Outstanding Live 
Variety Special. Tickets are still available at theryancenter.com/
events and at the Ryan Center Box office. Proof  of  vaccination 
is required for all guests over the age of  12 upon entry and 
masks are required at all times inside the venue. Students, fam-
ily members and alumni can purchase tickets at reduced prices.    

PHOTO CREDIT:  
Abbey Hagerstrom

PHOTO CREDIT:  PHOTO CREDIT:  James Singer |James Singer |  Photo EditorPhoto Editor

American Thanksgiving.
During the festival, the tradi-

tional Chinese mooncake, a sweet 
pastry made from egg yolk and red 
bean paste, is served, typically with 
tea. In addition, other snacks such 
as pineapple cake, feng shui su and 
mahua, a twisted fried dough dish, 
were offered.

While typically the event would 
also include performers such as 
singers and dancers indoors, due to 
COVID-19 concerns, they were not 
present at this year’s event, which 
was held completely outdoors.

The festival was run with the 
help of  volunteers from the Chinese 
Program, often involved with the 
Chinese Language Flagship Pro-
gram, such as junior Leon Hartley.

“It’s nice because you get to 
meet new people and I just enjoy 
the community that we have here; 
the teachers are great and the stu-
dents are great,” he said.

Hartley said that he thinks the 
event gives Asian students a sense of  
normalcy at a predominantly white 

institution, while also introducing 
non-Chinese students to another 
culture that they may not be as fa-
miliar with.

According to Dean of  the Col-
lege of  Arts and Sciences Jen Riley, 
the Flagship Program is important 
to develop intercultural competence 
and is a five-year program that 
also includes an internship abroad 
during the fifth year in either China 
or Taiwan.

“One of  the reasons the gov-
ernment funds this program is that 
it is essential for our security that 
we have more Chinese-speaking 
people in various places of  govern-
ment,” Riley said.

She pointed out that the lan-
guage program is continuing to ex-
pand, with over 700 students major-
ing in another language, and that by 
doing so, it leads to involvement in 
events like the Moon Festival where 
students can learn more about oth-
er cultures and learn how to work 
with people from these cultures as 
well.



Love to hate it: ‘The Virgin Suicides’
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter 

Jeffery Eugenides is thought of  as one of  the most 
influential contemporary writers of  our generation. 
Some of  his most famous novels include “Middlesex,” 
“The Marriage Plot” and “Fresh Complaint.”

Eugenides’ most famous work, “The Virgin Sui-
cides,” was published in 1993. It won a Pulitzer Prize 
and was even adapted into a movie in 1999 directed by 
Sofia Coppola that starred a 16-year-old Kristen Dunst 
(though I’ve never seen it). 

In the fall of  2019, knowing of  its elite fame and 
having been wanting to read it for three years, I finally 
picked up a copy of  the novel at my favorite used book-
store and began reading it. It took me a week to get 
through — I even read it while waiting at the infamous 
University of  Rhode Island John Mulaney show. With 
the dedication I had to finishing the novel, you’d proba-
bly think I loved it. 

I hated it. 
Look, this isn’t the first book I’ve read and hated. 

Obviously, everyone has a book they hate, but I would 
say that this book is the book I hate the most out of  all 
of  the books I’ve ever read. I guess you could say, I love 
to hate it. 

But seriously, when I dislike a book, I can usually 
recognize why someone else likes it. With this one, I’m 
not sure how anyone likes it. In fact, I don’t believe any-
one actually does like it. I think they just like how they 
look reading it. 

This book is, respectfully, a dumpster fire that re-
quires trigger warnings for suicide, stalking and self-
harm.

“The Virgin Suicides” is about the five Lisbon sis-
ters — Therese, Mary, Bonnie, Lux and Cecilia — and 
their lives through the eyes of  a group of  boys that go to 
school with them and live in their neighborhood. The 
boys are all extremely creepy and obsessed with these 
girls who are incredibly sheltered by their religious par-
ents. Fans of  the book talk about how this is a represen-
tation of  “first love,” but if  that’s first love, let me just say 
I’ve never experienced it and never want to. 

These boys are stalkers. And I don’t mean just look-
ing the girls up on Instagram and seeing all the photos 
they’re tagged in (not only because Instagram wasn’t a 

thing). I mean they sneak into their treehouse when the 
girls aren’t home, look at them through their windows at 
night and even steal pieces of  their clothing. 

The novel starts after a failed suicide attempt by Ce-
cilia, the youngest Lisbon sister. Thinking it will “help 
her spirits,” a party is thrown, and the group of  boys 
who narrate the story are invited. Unfortunately, Cecilia 
attempts for a second time during the party, but this time 
succeeds. 

The Lisbon parents are obviously clueless and un-
comfortable with the subject of  mental health (first mis-
take), so they tell people in the community it was an ac-
cident. The rules placed on the remaining four sisters by 
their parents are maade even stricter and all the neigh-
bors become more curious about the Lisbon family. 

The middle of  the book is a whole bunch of  nothing. 
There’s a homecoming dance and some anecdotes about 
the sisters and how all the boys were basically in love 
with them. At the very end of  the novel, the boys finally 
make a connection with the Lisbon sisters by calling each 
other on the phone and playing different songs through 
the speaker to convey flirty messages. The sisters invite 
them over and ask the boys to help them run away, but 
while the boys are distracted, the sisters take part in a 
“pact” that they created and all commit suicide (hence 
the title).

The book is also supposed to explain the mystery of  
adolescence, and let me just say, I have never met an ad-
olescent with a mystery like this. This whole book is one 
big mystery. I’m sure if  you talked to scholars, they could 
tell you the exact climax of  this book and the rising and 
falling action, but to me, this whole book just felt like a 
straight line with one small, lame lump at the end. 

Another thing I hate so much about “The Virgin 
Suicides”  is that there is so much symbolism. Now, don’t 
get me wrong, I’m usually a big fan of  symbolism, but 
the symbolism in this novel is never explained. For ex-
ample, throughout the whole novel there is this motif  
that the town cemetery workers are on strike because 
there aren’t enough graves and when they stop working, 
the dead bodies pile up. This is mentioned quite a few 
times throughout the novel, especially since the strike 
happened right after Cecilia’s death. So the whole time 
I was reading this book, I was waiting to figure out what 
this strike symbolizes, and then at the end of  the novel 

it says that the whole thing was 
resolved. I didn’t know what 
this was supposed to mean, so I looked it up online and 
apparently no one else knows either! I looked at multiple 
sources as well! No one knows! 

And just in case that all wasn’t enough, the boys are 
telling this story as adults looking back on their adoles-
cence (worst. Bildungsroman. ever.), and at the end of  
the novel, they explain that they are now old men and 
are still obsessing over these girls and still have all the 
things they stole from them years ago. Gross. 

In conclusion- don’t read “The Virgin Suicides.” 
Don’t. Just don’t. It’s not even sad, it’s just confusing and 
creepy. Maybe watch the movie, but I’m still too scarred 
to even try. 
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A Month in Music: September 2021 Edition
Leah Popovic | Web Editor 

Campus is finally up and running once again, 
and I’m back with more monthly music reviews, 
starting with some September highlights.

Irish singer-songwriter James Vincent McMor-
row joined my Spotify rotation in 2016 after I dis-
covered his breakthrough album “Post Tropical.” 
His recent release, “Grapefruit Season,” gives fans a 
glimpse into his personal realities of  heartbreak and 
mental health. This collection includes a gripping 
mix of  hip-hop and folk influence that not many art-
ists can pull off. McMorrow’s strong falsetto sits at 
the forefront of  each track, and is complimented by 
alternating techno and acoustic backings. Overall, 
it’s a must-hear album.

My personal favorite song from “Grapefruit Sea-
son” would have to be “Headlights.” In fact, it might 
be one of  my top songs from 2021 so far. There’s a 
subtle background beat that compliments McMor-
row’s intimate lyrics. This track is a constant build 
up of  instrumental layers, and the introduction of  
brass elements is the cherry on top. 

Colony House is an alternative-indie band 
whose music first hit the shelves in 2014. Their new-
est EP, “Rotten Tomatoes,” sways towards more of  
a punk feel and embraces a 1980s synth era appeal. 
This release has all the elements of  standard rock 
n’ roll, mirroring bands such as Depeche Mode and 
Coldplay. The quartet makes one thing very clear: 
simplicity, when used correctly, can be the key to a 
hit album. Lyricism sits at the forefront of  “Rotten 
Tomatoes.” The musicality is impressive, of  course, 

yet does not take away from the messages embedded 
between the lines. 

I would choose “Automatic (feat. Fleurie)” as my 
favorite track. The addition of  a soprano harmo-
ny mixed with the romantic sway rhythm is addict-
ing. Fleurie’s voice delivers the powerful lyrics with 

grace, and the bridge is striking on all fronts. 
English triple-threat Cynthia Erivo is known 

best for her Tony Award-winning performance as 

Celie in “The Color Purple” on Broadway and her 
Oscar nominations for her original song and perfor-
mance in “Harriet.” Her debut album, “Ch. 1 Vs. 
1,” is a contemporary game changer. Each song tells 
a unique tale of  Erivo’s life experiences and current 
outlook on life. She reaches for all genres in this 
12-track collection, stretching from pop to soul, and 
even teases some acoustic fingerpicking, which I’m 
a sucker for.

That being said, “Sweet Sarah” is my top choice 
from this album. Erivo’s harmonies are elegant and 
flattering when paired with guitar arpeggios and pi-
ano chords. Plus, how could I not love a tune dedi-
cated to my sister’s name?

We have all heard the 2015 hit “Scars To Your 
Beautiful” by pop artist Alessia Cara. She steps it up 
with “In The Meantime,” an album that stands out 
with smooth song transitions and an independent 
groove. Cara is known for having powerful vocals, 
which stands true in this release, and is amplified by 
techno beats and isolated harmonies. “In The Mean-
time” can be compared to Ariana Grande’s popular 
album “Positions,” which is quite the compliment 
coming from a HUGE Grande stan.

Track eight, “Middle Ground (feat. CHIKA)” 
takes the number one spot. It’s an intriguing, sensu-
al song filled with jazz motifs that pull me in. I had 
never heard of  American rapper CHIKA before her 
feature, and now I’m utterly obsessed with all of  her 
music, in addition to Cara’s. 

Check back in next month for some more of  my 
favorite music releases. 
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Irish singer-songwriter, James Vincent McMorrow, releases a new al-
bum called “Grapefruit season” and makes the list of hot new albums. 
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‘Broadway’s Back!’: Tony Awards 
celebrates theatre’s return

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

Almost 18 months after being postponed, the 74th 
Tony Awards were held on Sunday at the Winter Gar-
den Theatre followed by a celebration of  theatre called 
“Broadway’s Back!”

Honoring the 2019-2020 season cut short by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it was a night dominated by 
plays, with only three musicals receiving nominations 
(“Moulin Rouge!,” “Jagged Little Pill” and “Tina”). 
With the Tonys usually sidelining plays to highlight per-
formances, the night was divided into two presentations. 
The first part was the actual award show, with just a few 
performances, hosted by six-time winner, the legendary 
Audra McDonald and streamed on Paramount+ at 7 
p.m. The second half, “Broadway’s Back!” was filled 
with performances. Hosted by “Hamilton” star Les-
lie Odom Jr., the three major awards, Best Play, Best 
Revival of  a Play and Best Musical were also awarded 
during this part of  the ceremony which was aired on 
CBS at 9 p.m.

While having two parts split over a network and 
its streaming service was an interesting choice and 
brought the ceremony to a total of  four hours (with 
many commercial breaks of  course), I think it really 
worked. It allowed for the winners to give live speeches 
that perhaps usually wouldn’t have gotten airtime — 
the CBS broadcast is notorious for handing out design 
awards during commercial breaks — and for enough 
performances to make it a spectacle.

I also appreciated that, unlike some other award 
shows of  the past year, the Tonys required all in atten-
dance to be masked and vaccinated. Only those on-
stage could be maskless, with only two people allowed 
to accept an award at a time. 

 Opening with a reunion of  the original Broad-
way cast of  “Hairspray” to perform “You Can’t Stop 
The Beat,” the theme of  the night was that Broadway’s 
back, it’s here to stay and it’s time to celebrate.

While awards were somewhat more evenly distrib-
uted amongst the play categories, “Moulin Rouge!” 

took home the most awards, winning 10 of  its 14 nom-
inations, including all of  the design awards and Best 
Musical. As for plays, “A Christmas Carol” took home 
all five awards it was up for, including Best Original 
Score (Music and/or Lyrics Written for the Theatre). 
This was the first time it was won by a play, in a year 
where all the musical nominees were ineligible as juke-
box musicals; “Tina” features music by Tina Turner,” 
“Jagged Little Pill” by Alanis Morrissette and “Moulin 
Rouge!” weaves together original songs with popular 
music.

The sole win for “Tina” was Best Performance by 
a Leading Actress in a Musical, awarded to Adrienne 
Warren. “Jagged Little Pill,” despite leading nomina-
tions with 15, only took home Best Book of  a Musical 
and Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Musi-
cal for Lauren Patten. 

“The Inheritance” was the second biggest winner 
of  the plays, taking home four awards. Most notably, 
University of  Rhode Island alum Andrew Burnap was 
crowned with Best Performance by a Leading Actor 
in a Play, shouting out both URI Theatre and South 
Kingstown in his speech. Burnap was also a guest art-
ist at the University last academic year, teaching acting 
classes to underclassmen. 

After an awkward 10-minute break, lengthened by 
“Big Brother” running over in its broadcast, “Broad-
way’s Back!” was just amazing performance after 
amazing performance.

Some highlights from current musicals included 
the powerful Tina Turner medley from Warren and 
her supporting cast and John Legend joining the “Ain’t 
Too Proud” cast to croon The Temptations’ greatest 
hits.

Perhaps the most powerful performance of  the 
night came from special Tony recipient, the Broadway 
Advocacy Coalition. “Tina” star and acting nominee 
Daniel J. Watts performed a spoken word, accompa-
nied by tap dancing from Jared Grimes and singers 
from Broadway Inspirational Voices. Asking “what 
does your silence sound like?” Watts called out those 

silent in the fight for racial justice, 
while also encouraging them to 
speak up. 

Return of  Broadway icons to 
the stage received standing ovations, 
starting with Jennifer Holliday sing-
ing the “Dreamgirls” act one closer, 
“And I Am Telling You” during the 
first part of  the ceremony. “Broad-
way’s Back!” had three back-to-back 
performances reuniting “Wicked” 
stars Kristin Chenoweth and Idina 
Menzel, “Rent” stars Adam Pascal 
and host McDonald with Brian 
Stokes Mitchell of  “Ragtime.”

While the wait was long for 
viewers and nominees alike, it cer-
tainly felt worth it. 
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‘MONTERO’ is 
well worth the wait
Mary Lind | Production Manager

“MONTERO” is not an al-
bum — it’s an experience. 

Lil Nas X’s long-awaited 
debut album, released on Sept. 
17, is catchy, fun and vulnera-
ble. The album is divided into 
exciting pop songs at the begin-
ning and heartbreaking, gui-
tar-heavy songs as it progresses. 
He leaves no stone unturned as 
he talks about growing up in a 
broken home, self-hatred and 
suicide, and then on the flip 
side, gay sex, success and yearn-
ing for love. The music, the 
marketing and the artist himself  
come together to make it a truly 
enjoyable and memorable expe-
rience.

We can’t talk about “MON-
TERO” the album without first 
talking about Montero himself  
— Lil Nas X, otherwise known 
as Montero Lamar Hill. Lil Nas 
X is a master of  social media 
and publicity, embracing in the 
best way the idea of  “all press is 
good press.” 

Recall last spring, when the 
album’s first single, “MONTE-
RO (Call Me By Your Name),” 
dropped with an incredible 
music video that, among other 
things, featured him descending 
into hell on a stripper pole and 
giving Satan a lap dance. This 
infuriated many a conservative 
commentator, parent, politi-
cian, etc. He got quite a lot of  
bad press. So, what did he do? 
He sold shoes with a drop of  hu-
man blood in them to promote 
the single (which led to a lawsuit 
and further enraged conserva-
tive commentators). And you 
know what he did with this ad-
ditional bad press? Monetized 
it. His official merch store was 
selling shirts that say “I <3 JE-
SUS AND THAT ONE PART 
IN THE ‘MONTERO’ MUSIC 
VIDEO GETS NASTY WITH 
THE DEVIL BECAUSE IT 
WAS A COOL FORM OF 
SELF-EXPRESSION AND 
ART,” among other things, all 
of  which have since sold out (I 
got one as soon as it dropped). 

I’ve been waiting for this al-
bum to drop since 2019, when 
he shot up to fame with “Old 
Town Road” and his first EP, 
“7.” The buildup to the release 
of  “MONTERO” was so excit-
ing, and I’ll admit that I wasn’t 
sure if  the album would live up 
to the hype and grand expecta-
tions that I had begun to har-
bor; I had no reason to worry. 

The real triumph of  
“MONTERO” isn’t in its in-
sanely good marketing or its 
commercial success. Instead, it’s 
the way in which Lil Nas X has 
poured his whole heart out for 
the world to see. Even in 2021, 
Black queer men are kept qui-
et or asked to hide themselves, 
and “MONTERO” gives a big 

middle finger to that idea. In 
“THATS WHAT I WANT,” for 
example, a song about wanting 
love, he makes it clear that it’s 
about another man. He also 
sings unapologetically about 
gay sex and being gay in the title 
track and “INDUSTRY BABY.”

The second half  of  the al-
bum is the most vulnerable. 
“SUN GOES DOWN,” first re-
leased as a single last spring, is a 
heartbreaking piece about how 
suicidal thoughts would haunt 
him growing up as a closeted 
Black kid. Lyrics include, “I 
wanna run away / Don’t wan-
na lie, I don’t wanna life, Since 
10, I been feelin’ lonely / Had 
friends, but they was pickin’ on 
me / Always thinkin’ / Why my 
lips so big? / Was I too dark? 
Can they sense my fears? / 
These gay thoughts would al-
ways haunt me / I prayed god 
would take it from me / It’s 
hard for you when you’re figh-
tin’ / And nobody knows it 
when you’re silent.” 

“TALES OF DOMINICA” 
is about growing up in a broken 
home, and how “everyone be-
comes predictable” within it. 

Those two are the ones 
that stuck out to me the most, 
but the others — “VOID” and 
“LIFE AFTER SALEM” espe-
cially — cut just as deep and are 
just as powerful.

“MONTERO” is a home 
run. Every single song is good, 
and even the sad ones make you 
want to dance. The features 
— Jack Harlow, Doja Cat, Mi-
ley Cyrus, Elton John and, my 
personal favorite, Megan Thee 
Stallion — are phenomenal as 
well. Even though they’re not 
necessarily a group of  artists 
you’d think would go well to-
gether, it’s a testament to Lil 
Nas X’s incredible talent that 
he’s able to bridge the gap be-
tween genres so well. 

I’m so excited to be able to 
witness his career grow and for 
him to get the recognition he 
deserves as, in my opinion, one 
of  the best artists of  our time. 
10/10. 
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Volleyball drop first two conference games 
Paige Messier | Contributing Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s Volleyball 
team got off to a tough start to begin conference play, los-
ing both matches in straight sets to Virginia Common-
wealth and Davidson this past weekend. 

In the first game of  the weekend last Saturday, the 
Rams opened up conference play with a 3-0 loss against 
VCU. URI struggled to keep up with VCU’s powerful and 
accurate offense, with VCU hitting 32 percent. 

The two teams held pace with each other early, with 
the set tied at 9. But attacking errors from the Rams on 
the ensuing points allowed VCU to open up a five-point 
advantage and eventually take the first set 23-17. 

VCU kept the momentum going in the second set, 
winning 12 of  the first 17 points. With the deficit too dif-
ficult to overcome, VCU would take the second set 25-17. 

The final set of  the match was much more reminiscent 
of  the first with the two teams battling it out for points. 
With the VCU owning a 13-12 advantage, they would ring 
off seven of  the next eight points to take a 20-13. From 
there, VCU finished off the match with a 25-20 victory in 
the third set. 

Although the game didn’t go in the Rams’ favor, there 
were a few stand out performances. Sophomore outside 
hitter Brynne Wright played a solid game with 10 kills. 
Graduate student Jamie Smith kept the defense solid with 
11 digs and freshman outside hitter Britney Myers came 
up big off the bench, matching her career-high of  11 kills. 

“Britney brings another sense of  athleticism to this 
team,” Coach Angel Agu said. “She can really get up there 
and rip it. Especially when we are seeing teams like VCU, 
who have huge blocks and are an extremely talented and 
athletic team, being able to have someone who can combat 
that is huge for us.”

After the VCU match ended, the team traveled four 
and a half  hours south to Davidson, North Carolina for 
a Sunday matinee matchup against the Wildcats. Unable 
to maintain momentum throughout the match, the Rams 
were swept 3-0. 

Jamie Smith came up big again, but this time on the 
offensive side. She recorded 14 kills and an ace. The de-

fense also played a big role in this game with senior libero, 
Ella Ratzloff, earning 20 digs and Abby Fillion following 
with 10. Freshman Grace Hammond continued her stel-
lar play this season, getting a double-double with 21 assists 
and 10 digs. Unfortunately, all of  this wasn’t enough to win 
the match. 

Ratzloff believes the entire team is a stronger force-
to-be-reckoned-with than they showed in this match. She 
pointed to the teams’ mistakes as their downfall, particu-
larly errors. 

“We were so capable of  beating those teams,” she said. 
“We got in our heads and didn’t control our side of  the 
court. I’m hopeful for the future and hopefully this week 
we will get back on track.”

Although the weekend did not go as planned, the 

Rams found many positive key points that they will be 
taking into their next match. Good communication, team 
relationships and solid defense are all things that Agu and 
the Rams will take with them and continue to work on to 
make them stronger. 

“One thing I’m always clear about is that it’s not re-
ally about the outcome, but about the process,” Agu said. 
“It’s cool to see them molding and problem solving within 
themselves.” 

Agu and the Rams travel to Saint Louis to face the Bil-
likens this Friday. Saint Louis, the preseason pick to finish 
third in the conference this year, are already 2-0 in confer-
ence play, beating the same two teams that Rhody just lost 
to. The game is scheduled to begin at 8 p.m. 
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Tennis ramps up competition at UConn Invitational
Team battles Binghamton, LIU and UConn this weekend
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island Ten-
nis team wrapped up their second round of  
competition last weekend in Storrs, Con-
necticut after taking part in the UConn 
Invitational.

The Rams faced off individually 
against UConn, Long Island University 
and Binghamton over a three-day stretch. 
Rhody racked up 14 total match victories, 
winning four doubles and 10 singles.

After a 9-2 record and a trip to the At-
lantic 10 semifinals last season, the team 
started off fall competition with a number 
of  solid performances in tough tourna-
ment play. 

“This was a great test of  where we were 
at compared to last year,” Head Coach Val 
Villucci said. “It really helped me to see 
that we’re in a good place actually.”

Rhody started off match play on Fri-
day against LIU. Ranked 109th in the 
nation last season by Oracle, the Sharks 
played close against the Rams. Three out 
of  the five singles matches reached a third 
set tiebreaker, with junior Sydney Chratian 
coming out on top in her match 3-6, 6-0, 
10-7.

Although the Rams dropped their oth-
er two three-set matches on Friday, they 
did secure four total match wins. In addi-
tion to Chratian, sophomore Nadia Rajan 
had a 6-2, 6-4 win at first singles, Valen-
tina Cvackova took sixth singles 6-3, 6-3 

and the combo of  Cvackova and freshman 
Gracie Campanella took the team’s lone 
win at doubles 6-2.

“Overall as a team, we left it all out 
on the court,” Chratian said of  her team’s 
performance. “We had great energy and 
intensity on the court as well.”

Rhody dominated in their next match-
up against Binghamton, earning a clean 

sweep across both singles and doubles. Ra-
jan and Erin Chratian played doubles and 
earned a 6-4 victory, while Sydney Chra-
tian and junior Paulina Loredo got the job 
done at second doubles, winning 7-6. For 

singles, it was Loredo (6-4, 1-6, 10-5), red-
shirt senior Tiara Higuchi (6-2, 4-6, 10-1), 
freshman Klara Nelander (6-2, 6-1), Cam-
panella (6-2, 6-4) and Cvackova (6-2, 6-0) 
coming away with victories.

Villucci shuffled around her lineup 
during this match, a move that she hopes 
will keep her team prepared for any situ-
ation. 

“We have to keep everyone on the 
team competitively ready, and we have 
really good depth on our team,” she said. 
“They’re not afraid or hesitant or scared 
of  all those things that come with compe-

tition.”
URI is also looking to fill the spots left 

by last season’s graduated seniors, Rachel 
Smilansky and Halah Davis. With three 
newcomers joining the team, Villucci is al-
ready impressed with how they’ve respond-
ed with their early opportunities.

“It’s definitely going to help with confi-
dence and overall attitude going forward,” 
she said.

The Rams closed out tournament play 
on Sunday against UConn. Rhody was 
victorious in three matches against a tough 
Huskies squad, with Loredo and Sydney 
Chratian winning 6-4 at third doubles, 
Cvackova putting together a 5-7, 6-4, 10-5 
marathon win at third singles and Neland-
er winning a tight 7-6, 7-5 battle at fifth 
singles.

Sydney Chratian was one of  the Rams 
top performers in her team’s stay at Storrs, 
remaining unbeaten in all three matches. 
Cvackova also won all three of  her match-
es over the weekend, keeping the Czech 
Republic native undefeated in fall compe-
tition.

Rhody will participate next in the ITA 
Northeast Regionals from Friday to Sunday 
in West Point, New York. Rajan, Erin and 
Sydney Chratian, Loredo and Higuchi will 
all represent URI in the tournament, out 
of  the 105 players competing. Higuchi will 
only participate in singles, while the rest of  
the Rams will compete in both singles and 
doubles events.
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Volleyball got off to a slow start to begin conference play after dropping games against VCU and Davidson. 
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Tennis continued their fall season this past weekend at the UConn Invitational.
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Men’s Soccer falls to 
Davidson in narrow 2-1 defeat
Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island 
Men’s Soccer team traveled to North 
Carolina on Saturday for a clash with At-
lantic 10 foe Davidson, but were defeated 
2-1 despite a late push for a comeback.

The Rams struggled out of  the gate, 
allowing a goal just four minutes into 
the match when Davidson’s Jack Wilson 
placed a shot inside the far post to take 
an early lead. 

Rhody responded quickly, scoring 
44 seconds later when senior midfield-
er Hugo Guerra carried the ball down 
the right wing and fizzed a cross into the 
box. The cross found the feet of  fellow 
midfielder Ivan Montoro, who tapped 
it into the back of  the net, bringing the 
Rams right back into the match.

Unfortunately, that goal would be the only bright 
moment in an otherwise-forgetful start for the Rams. 
The Wildcats of  Davidson dominated the first half, 
owning a majority of  the chances and possession un-
til-- finally-- just six minutes before the end of  the 
half, Davidson’s Connor Smith fired a shot into the 
bottom right corner, giving the Wildcats the advan-
tage heading into the break.

The second half  was all Rhody as they unleashed 
a barrage of  shots on goal. The best chances came 
within the last three minutes of  the match when a 
free kick by freshman Cian Purcell was headed on 
goal by junior forward Rafa Villanueva on net and 
saved by Davidson’s Giacomo Piccardo. The ensuing 
corner was also saved after it found the feet of  Mon-
toro in the 6-yard box. This save effectively sealed 
the Rams’ fate and gave the team their first confer-
ence road loss of  the season. 

Guerra’s assist capped off an excellent week for 
him as an individual after he finished with two goals 
in the previous match, a devastating 3-2 double over-
time defeat to Albany. Head Coach Gareth Elliott 
praised Guerra’s ability to impact the game on the 
field. 

“He is one of  many weapons that we have and 
his pace and ability make him a threat whenever he 
is out there,” Elliott said. 

Redshirt junior defender Zach Drayer also talk-
ed about how great of  a teammate Guerra is.  

“Hugo is a great guy and someone who makes 
everyone around him better,” he said. “People watch 
how he works and follow him.”

The loss also means that the Rams have dropped 
two in a row, putting their record at 5-3-1 and 1-1 in 
conference play on the season. Elliott was most frus-
trated with the way the Rams opened the match. 

“I just thought we didn’t come ready to play. We 
had no energy to start and that really hurt us in the 
end,” he said. “When you are on the road, it is so 
important to start strong.”

Despite the start, the Rams could take solace in 
the fact that they were the dominant team to finish 
the match. 

“As bad as we were in the first half, we definitely 
showed in the second half  how good we can be, and 
we are going to try and take that into the rest of  the 
season,” Drayer said. 

The Rams return home on Saturday to take on 
St. Bonaventure at 7 p.m. 

Drayer looks forward to the matchup and the 
chance to bounce back after the losing streak. 

“We are going to take this week to recoup and, 
with a big crowd cheering for us, I am very excited 
for the match,” he said. 
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Aniekan’s Corner: 
Live & in-person
Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

It still feels like yesterday I was 
a nervous freshman sitting inside the 
Good Five Cent Cigar office wait-
ing for sports stories to be pitched, 
wondering if  I made the right deci-
sion to join the student newspaper. 

I had no intention of  getting 
into sports writing and reporting af-
ter spending my senior year as my 
high school’s sports writer, but for 
some reason, I felt the urge to give it 
a second chance. Thankfully, I did. 

Fast forward two years later, I’m 
the one pitching stories and guiding 
reporters through their interviews 
every week as the sports editor. 
Along with that, I have my very 
own sports segment on our news-
cast called Rhody Sports Corner, 
where I show highlights and stories 
from the past week in URI athletics. 
After three editions of  the paper, it 
still feels surreal that I’m leading the 
very room that helped me fall in love 
with journalism and University of  
Rhode Island athletics. 

It’s no secret that the past 18 
months have been difficult on every-
one in one way or another. Covering 
sports during a pandemic was defi-
nitely not on my college bingo card, 
but it did help me learn a lot –– how 
passionate Rhody fans are about 
their favorite teams, the importance 
of  the work we do and how much 
of  a privilege it was to cover games 
when many fans were unable to at-
tend due to COVID-19 restrictions.  

I am extremely grateful to take 
on this role with life slowly return-
ing to campus, stadiums and arenas 
being filled to capacity and students 
getting to showcase their school spir-
it. It’s what collegiate athletics are all 
about. 

So far, we have profiled for-
mer-Cigar photographer Alex Sub-
ers, who now works for the Philadel-
phia 76ers, and covered the football 
team’s incredible start to the season, 
among other exciting headlines. 

This year will also bring the re-
turn of  the annual PC-URI basket-
ball rival game, a Women’s Basket-
ball team that is expected to be one 
of  the best teams in the Atlantic 10 
conference and three teams that are 
trying to start fresh identities with 
new head coaches. 

My biggest goal is to continue 
recapping games at both the var-
sity and club level and profile stu-
dent-athletes and other athletic fig-
ures, all while exploring stories that 
the Cigar hasn’t tapped into before. 
I also want things to be fun! After all, 
we get to cover sports while balanc-
ing a full course load. 

Thank you to Nolan Reilly and 
Will Pipicelli for being tremendous 
examples over the past two years. 
Without your guidance, I wouldn’t 
be the writer that I am today. Thank 
you to the editorial staff for being 
an awesome help and a wonderful 
resource during this transition; I’ve 
learned so much from you all in 
these last three weeks. And thank 
you to all the reporters that I’ve had 
the opportunity to work with in the 
past and will work with in the future. 
I hope I can make your Cigar expe-
rience as special as mine has been. 

Cheers to a new school year 
and hopefully, a normal year of  cov-
ering sports. 

If  you have a story that you 
think should be told, feel free to 
email me at aniekan_okon@uri.edu 
or DM me on Twitter @aniekan_
okon_. 

SPORTS

Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

This past weekend, the Rhode Island Men’s and Wom-
en’s Cross Country teams had a chance to measure them-
selves amongst some of  the best runners in the country at the 
Battle in Beantown in Boston.  

In a meet that featured schools like Duke, Syracuse, Ar-
kansas and Yale, the men’s team finished 18th of  20 schools 
and the women’s team finished 20th of  the 22 schools com-
peting. 

For the men, senior Eric Zulkofske was the top finisher 
for the Rams, finishing 100th with a time of  26:13. 

“Eric is an excellent leader for our team and one of  
the most reliable guys we have,” Rhode Island Men’s Cross 
Country Assistant Coach Brian Doyle said. “He is a guy that 
has been at the top in championship meets in the past and we 
expect him to be there again.”

He was followed by Fellow senior Jonathan Wahl came 
close behind, finishing 106th with a time of  26:28. Sopho-
more Nathan Masi, and senior Tyler Rubush all followed, 
collectively finishing within the top 150.

On the women’s side, freshman Madeline Till was the 
top finisher, coming in 137th with a time of  19:21. 

“Maddie is one of  the best runners we have already as 
a freshman,” Women’s Cross Country Head Coach Laurie 
Feit-Melnick said. “She was sick for almost an entire week be-
fore competing in the meet and still did so well. She has a lot 

of  talent, and we are so excited to see what she can accom-
plish for us.”

Till followed by sophomores Corina Vidal and Brynne 
Wright, finishing in the top 150. Seniors Nicole Cassavell, Sa-
brina Charon, Becca Durham and sophomore Molly Sabia 
all came after, finishing within 10 seconds of  each other. 

Both Doyle and Feit-Melnick felt that this meet was a 
great opportunity to measure themselves against the top run-
ners in America. 

“It is about the process, not the results,” Doyle said. “We 
competed in this meet to show our guys they can run with the 
best of  them and to continue progressing toward our champi-
onship season, not to win the whole thing.”

“We have a young team, and it was great for them to get 
the experience and confidence that you get when you line up 
with so many teams from around the country,” Feit-Melnick 
said. 

She also expressed pride in her young team, stating that 
they had no fear heading into such a prestigious event. 

For the men’s team, this tuneup for the championship 
season was a huge step in the process of  rebuilding the culture 
at URI. 

“We are not worried about the results,” Doyle said. “The 
way our runners stayed committed and raced their hardest 
makes us optimistic for the future. We just hope to continue 
improving.”

Feit-Melnick shared a similar sentiment, but also said that 

there are numerous questions to be answered in the weeks to 
come. 

“I don’t know where we are yet,” she said. “We will see in 
a few weeks. For now, we just have to plug away every day and 
keep getting better. If  we can do that and stay healthy, I feel 
good about our championship meets.”

The women’s team are on the course this weekend for 
the Paul Short Invitational, while the men’s team aren’t in ac-
tion until Oct. 9, when they will compete at the New England 
Championships. 

Cross Country teams take on top 
competition at Battle in Beantown
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Women’s Soccer continue unbeaten run 

Andrew Fiore | Contributing Reporter

For the first time since 2007, the 
University of  Rhode Island Women’s 
Soccer team has an undefeated record 
in conference play to start the season, 
after collecting points against George 
Washington and UMass. 

Last Thursday’s home matchup 
with George Washington was high-
lighted by two Rhode Island goals and 
a staunt defensive performance from 
the home team. Junior defender Kelly 
Fitzgerald and junior midfielder Lai-
la Rosenthal scored their first goals 
of  the season, propelling the Rams to 
their third overall victory. 

The first goal came 20 minutes 
into the game in a rather unexpected 
fashion. Tamaki Machi, the George 
Washington goaltender, was positioned 
at the top of  the 18-yard box. Running 
along the sideline, Fitzgerald lobbed 
the ball high and far from midfield, so 
that it landed just behind Machi, and 
bounced into the net. Due to her keen 
exploitation of  Machi’s distance from 
the goal, she was able to get the Rams 
on the board with a 1-0 lead. Even 
Rhode Island Women’s Soccer Head 
Coach Megan Jessee was taken aback 
by the goal. 

“Obviously I wasn’t really expect-
ing that but we’ll take it,” Jessee said. 

Rosenthal’s goal was far more 
conventional, but no less impressive. 
Receiving a cross from freshman mid-

fielder Hope Santaniello, who was 
playing in her first game as a Ram, 
Rosenthal was able to fire a wide open 
shot to the top left corner of  the net to 
all but cement the lead.

Jessee offered praise for Santinel-
lo, acknowledging that getting on the 
stat sheet with an assist in your first 
collegiate game “is a huge accomplish-
ment.”

Jessee credited the play to better 
possession in the second half  and the 
team’s control at the end of  the game. 

“[George Washington] started go-
ing more direct and throwing numbers 
forward but we had been working on 
how to kill off  a game quite a bit in 
practice,” she said. “I thought we did 
a really good job managing the last 10 
minutes.”

URI held on to preserve the shut-
out, with sophomore goalkeeper Faith 
Hutchins receiving the clean sheet. 
Her coach called her “one of  the rea-
sons why we are undefeated in confer-
ence play.”

George Washington left Kings-
town with a record of  0-8-1, while the 
Rams maintained their streak of  three 
consecutive games without allowing a 
goal before traveling to Amherst for 
a Sunday matinee match against the 
UMass Minutewomen. 

There, they were abruptly greeted 
with a goal by UMass’ Karina Groff  to 
end the scoreless streak.

When faced with the deficit, junior 

forward Brooke Cavino talked about 
the importance of  keeping the intensi-
ty up in the game. 

“We had to put in all the work, 
make a difference, and create more so 
we could get the opportunity to come 
back,” she said. 

Thanks to a Cavino header, se-
nior midfielder Rebecca D’Anna was 
able to fulfill her teammate’s wishes by 
making the biggest possible difference: 
scoring a goal.

For Cavino, it was her first game 
after an injury and a long week of  
what she described as “a lot of  mental 
work.” The work paid off, as she be-
lieves she was able to create her most 

chances of  the season so far. 
The team is proud of  their accom-

plishments, but want to improve their 
game. According to Jessee, the key to 
that will be making other teams work.

“If  we can keep the ball more and 
make the other teams run and use a lot 
more energy, I think we will open up a 
lot more attacks.”

The Rams will travel to La Sal-
le tonight before returning home for 
a 2 p.m. matchup with Fordham on 
Sunday. They hope to continue their 
success and climb in the Atlantic 10 
standings. 

Freshman Cristina Sallent takes on George Washington’s Isabelle Eskay during last Thursday’s win. 
PHOTO CREDIT:  Greg Clark | Staff Photographer
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New app revolutionizes gameday experience for fans
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

This season, Ram fans will be clos-
er to the action than ever before.

On Sept. 2, the University of  
Rhode Island athletic department an-
nounced the launch of  the “Rhody 
Gameday” app, a platform 
that allows fans to 
purchase tickets 
and follow 
their favor-
ite teams in 
one place.

The app 
is a “one-stop 
shop” to get the 
latest on Rhody 
athletics, accord-
ing to Matt Moeller, 
the associate athletic 
director of  marketing 
and fan engagement. 
Fans now have the op-
portunity to check rosters, 
schedules, news and updates 
right at their fingertips. 

The idea for an app began 
last winter during basketball sea-
son. With no in-person attendance 
at games last year, getting fans 
more connected became a priority 
for Moeller and his team, regardless 
of  where they were watching from. 

Soon after this realization, the 
University partnered with From Now 
On, a company focused on us-
ing technology to engage with 
fans around the world. From 

Now On has partnered up with over 
120 schools at the high school and 
college level, offering their FanX plat-
form to help fans to personalize their 

gameday experience. 
Once the spring sea-

son rolled around, pro-
duction picked up on 

the app develop-
ment project.

“This was 
our next step 
in our plan to 
further en-
gage with 
our fan-
base,” Mo-
eller said.

T h e 
a p p 
c u r -

rently 
s i t s 

a t 

1 , 3 0 0 
users less 

than a full month 
after its release, ac-
cording to Moeller. 

Mobile ticketing is another prom-
inent feature of  the app. Looking for 
an opportunity to move ticket sales 
completely online, the Ryan Center 
box office decided to collaborate with 
Moeller during production.

“We took this opportunity to be a 
little bit more contactless,” Maureen 
McCarthy, the associate athletic direc-
tor of  ticketing, said. “With the mo-
bile app, it just makes sense for people 
to be able to do everything on their 
phones.”

The athletic department has al-
ready taken a number of  steps to pro-
mote the app to their fanbase. Banners 
have been posted around a number 
of  facilities, including Meade Stadi-
um and Keaney Gymnasium. A num-
ber of  smaller signs have been placed 
throughout campus as well.

The use of  QR codes has been a 
crucial step in early marketing of  the 
app, according to Moeller.

“It’s a simple way for them to go 
ahead and download [the app],” he 
said. “However they want to go and 
download the new app, we provide 
that in a quick, little QR code.”

In the weeks since the app’s re-
lease, fans have had an overall pos-
itive response to the platform. One 

of  the most popular features has been 
personalized push notifications, a fea-
ture similar to those used on top sports 
apps such as Bleacher Report and 
ESPN.

“You might know the schedule 
and everything, but sometimes you get 

busy with life,” Moeller said. “That’s 
been one of  the positives.”

The toughest challenge for the app 
upon release has been helping out fans 
who are more geared towards physical 
tickets and content, particularly older 
fans. 

“In the ticketing world, we’ve had 
people say they don’t have a smart-
phone,” McCarthy said. “We work 
with them, we’re never going to make 
someone do something they can’t do.”

The ticket office is providing these 
individuals printed tickets as an alter-
native.

With the app still in its early stages, 
URI athletics will continue to add new 
updates and features as the season goes 
along. Additions such as in-game trivia 
and fan rewards are set to release in 
the near-future, with basketball season 
around the corner.

Another feature planned to launch 
during basketball season is the inte-
gration of  concessions through the 
use of  “promo cards.” Depending on 
the event, fans in either Meade Stadi-
um or the Ryan Center can search for 
what type of  food they want and find 
the closest area of  the arena with their 
desired items.

“It makes it easier for fans,” Mo-
eller said. “They’ll know exactly where 
that stand is that they want.”

The next opportunity for fans to 
utilize the Rhody Gameday app will 
be Saturday at 12 p.m. when the Foot-
ball team returns home against Stony 
Brook.

SEPTEMBER 30, 2021
SPORTS

Rams win 2-0 against George Washington, tie UMass 1-1
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