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193 Coffeehouse back on ‘the grind’

Leah Popovic | Web Editor

On Tuesday students at the 
University of  Rhode Island or-
ganized a memorial service for a 
groundhog who frequented the 
balcony buildings east of  Meade 
Stadium.

Last week, students Ana Avji-
an and Freya Badger created the 
Instagram page @rhodyground-
hogs, encouraging students to sub-
mit pictures and videos of  their 
interactions with the groundhogs 
of  URI.

One groundhog in particular 
took the spotlight. He was given 
the name Greg by students living 
in the dorms commonly referred 
to as “the sophomore slums.” 
Others nicknamed this groundhog 
“Bernie” or simply “Terrace.”

Avjian said that she first met 
Greg during the 2020-2021 school 
year and was excited to see him 
back on campus this fall.

“Last year, I used to see 
[Greg] all the time, and he was 
so friendly,” she said. “When he 
showed back up, I couldn’t contain 
my happiness, and just needed to 
create an account so that every-
one could see him and his other 
groundhog friends.”

But the Instagram page was 
active for less than a day before 
tragedy struck. Greg was found 
dead on Tuesday morning near 
Burnside Hall after allegedly being 
struck by a vehicle. 

The initial news was reported 
on YikYak, an anonymous discus-
sion board for people in the same 
areas. Immediately, Avjian and 
Badger began to arrange a gather-
ing to commemorate the ground-
hog. 

Throughout the evening, hun-
dreds of  students paid their re-
spects at the tree near Aldrich Hall 
and Burnside Hall.

Nick Alibozek, a freshman at 
URI, heard about Greg through 
word of  mouth and attended the 
service with friends to remember 
the groundhog’s impact.

“He was such a big part of  
our community, and everybody 
loved him so much,” Alibozek 
said. “It’s so heartbreaking to hear 
that he passed.”

Students left candles, pic-
tures and notes at the memorial 
for Greg. Leaders of  the event 
held moments 
of  silence and 

Cigar celebrates 50 years 
with virtual reunion

Maddie Bataille | Contributing Reporter

After a long year of  online classes and 
virtual events, the return to an in-person 
experience has allowed “one of  the coziest 
places on campus” to come back: 193 De-
grees Coffeehouse.

193 Degrees is a student-run coffee 
shop located in Room 200 of  the Memo-
rial Union. The Coffeehouse is a unique 
experience run by University of  Rhode 
Island students. Founded in 1994 by URI 
alum Adam Naftalin, “the place where 
awesome started” has been serving stu-
dents for over 20 years. 

In the spring of  2020, 193 Degrees 
closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Further restrictions implemented last year 
made it hard to keep it open.

 “It didn’t make sense to reopen,” said 
Sam DeForte, a senior and barista at 193 
Degrees.

The Coffeehouse attempted to re-open 
with a limited menu and hours in Febru-
ary. Between restrictions on indoor dining 
and struggles to bring in customers, it was 
only open for special events, such as open 
mic nights. Last Wednesday, Sept. 15, the 
Coffeehouse opened its doors again for 
students. 

“I’m very excited it’s back open,” ju-
nior Anna Gamgebeli said. “Freshman 
year, I used to study here with my friends.” 

Students can purchase coffee and tea 
drinks for $1 in a “friendly environment” 
to work or spend time with their friends, 
said DeForte.

Junior Phoebe Mack, the managing 

coordinator at 193 Degrees, explained all 
the steps that went back into reopening. 
She said that to start back up, the Coffee-
house needed to reorder a lot of  inventory 
like cups, straws, teas, coffees and flavored 
syrups. 

193 Degrees is a stu-
dent organization, the 
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Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island started their fall 2021 Honors Col-
loquium series entitled “SOS: Sustaining Our Shores” on Tuesday with 
water scientist Kelsey Leonard.

President Marc Parlange opened the series by reflecting on the 
unique connection the series topic has to URI, with Rhode Island being 
known as the Ocean State.

“We want the world to love the ocean as we do, and we hope to 
contribute a deeper understanding of  our ecosystems,” Parlange said. 
“We should enjoy and use our oceans wisely.”

Leonard’s talk focused on the impact of  rising sea levels on Native 
American tribes. An assistant professor at the University of  Waterloo, 
Leonard has received prestige for her work. She has been named a 
North American Association of  Environmental Education 30 Under 30 
world environment leader and her TED Talk on the rights of  lakes and 
rivers has over 3 million views.

She is also a member of  the Shinnecock Nation, a Native American 
tribe that lives on Long Island, New York. In acknowledgment of  her 
tribal background, Leonard opened the presentation with a prayer led 
by Elder Dawn Dove, a leader of  the Narragansett tribe. 

In her opening, Dove spoke about the fact that URI is built on 
Narragansett land. In an effort to repay that land loss to the Narragan-
sett people, starting this year all Narragansett tribe 

Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

This Wednesday, the Universi-
ty of  Rhode Island Alumni Foun-
dation held a virtual celebration 
for the 50-year anniversary of  The 
Good Five Cent Cigar. 

The event was hosted by Mi-
chaela Crimmins, program man-
ager for alumni engagement, and 
URI Journalism Department 
Chair John Pantalone, the first edi-
tor-in-chief  of  the Cigar. 

Also in attendance was the 
new Director of  the Harrington 
School Ammina Kothari who 
spoke shortly at the beginning of  
the event. 

“Technology is changing and 
so is how journalism is done,” 
Kothari said, summing up the 
changes that the journalism de-
partment and Cigar have had to 
face over the past 50 years.

Other featured speakers in 
attendance included many of  the 
founding editors of  the Cigar that 
left The Beacon alongside Pan-
talone in 1971.

One such Cigar alum Bill 
Loveless, ‘73, remembered his time 
at the Cigar fondly.

“[The Cigar] meant a lot to 
me,” Loveless said. “It gave me a 
foundation in journalism. I worked 
in the journalism field for 35 years, 

and still work doing podcasts and 
things like that.” 

Two more editors from the 
class of  1972 in attendance were 
Anne Foster and John Levesque, 
who met while working for the 
Cigar and eventually got married. 
Levesque recently retired from his 
jobs in journalism. 

“Joining the Cigar was proba-
bly the best decision I ever made 
when I was at URI,” said Levesque. 

Levesque also recounted pub-
lishing the first edition of  the Cigar 
and explained the symbolism be-
hind the name. 

“I was assigned to research 
who Thomas Riley Marshall was,” 
Levesque said. “We all knew that 
Thomas Riley Marshall had once 
said in 1914, ‘What this country 
really needs is a good five-cent ci-
gar,’ but I called the library, and I 
couldn’t get anyone so I ended up 
calling my mom who had a nice set 
of  world encyclopedias. She told 
me he was the vice president under 
Woodrow Wilson. The point of  the 
quote was to say that we needed 
something good, and reliable and 
accessible, and we loved the name 
Cigar because we knew it was a bit 
silly and was a poke in the eye to 
the establishment.” 

According to old Cigar mem-
bers, the paper 
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URI’s student-run coffeehouse is brewing back to life after more than a year of virtual events and online classes 
closed the shop. PHOTO CREDIT:  James Singer | Photo Editor

PHOTO CREDIT:  Erin Brown | Staff Reporter
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University delays Polo G concert indefinitely 
over COVID-19 concerns
Mikayla Gruber | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s 
COVID-19 task force has indefinitely post-
poned the Polo G concert originally scheduled 
to be held at the Ryan Center on Sept. 17.

The announcement came from a URI 
Communications press release sent through 
email the Tuesday before 
the concert. The press 
release announced that 
the COVID-19 task force 
would be revisiting pan-
demic guidelines for large 
campus events.

The decision came 
three days before the con-
cert, in light of  current data 
on the heightened risks of  
COVID-19 transmission at 
in-person events, according 
to the email. Large indoor 
events are subject to sus-
pension by the University’s 
task force when pandemic 
conditions change.

During the week the concert was to be held, 
there were 34 positive cases out of  3,437 total 
tests taken at URI, according to the Universi-
ty’s COVID-19 tracker. The number of  posi-
tive cases has significantly dropped compared 
to the previous spring semester rates, which had 
reached 180 positive cases in a single week at 
one point.

The Polo G concert would have been the 
first live concert at the Ryan Center since Lil 
Tjay performed on Feb. 28, 2020, for his “True 
2 Myself ” tour. 

“I get it,” sophomore Justin Woodward 
said. “I definitely understand why the concert 
had to be canceled. But if  [the University] 
wasn’t 100 percent sure that we would have 
this concert in September, then I feel like there 
shouldn’t have been a concert in the first place.” 

The concert was booked in June after the 
University predicted that normal activities such 
as concerts would take place, according to the 

press release. A new date for the concert is un-
der discussion.

Students and other community members 
have been looking forward to small steps of  
normalcy amid the pandemic. The concert, 
for many, would be the first time attending live 
music as early as before the pandemic’s start in 
2020. 

“A lot of  my friends were really mad,” 
Woodward said. “A lot of  them are Polo G fans. 
I was more upset that I couldn’t go to a real 
concert.” 

David Lavallee, the communications direc-

tor for the COVID-19 task force, did not com-
ment about the decision. 

According to the press release, adhering to 
COVID-19 guidelines remains vital as the Uni-
versity community returns to an in-person ex-
perience this fall. The goals of  the COVID-19 
task force prioritize safeguarding the experience 
and health of  the URI community. 

Ticketholders for the Polo G concert have 
been automatically 
refunded in full, ac-
cording to the Polo 
G Concert Refund 
FAQ on the URI 
COVID-19 Re-
sponse website. If  
a ticket holder paid 
with cash, they are 
instructed to return 
to the Ryan Center 
box office for a cash 
refund. 

Students still 
hope to attend Ryan 
Center events safely. 

“I absolutely plan on going to some bas-
ketball games and future concerts,” said Wood-
ward. “The Playboi Carti concert [is] in De-
cember. Hopefully we’re going to be fine by 
then.”

Current URI policy for Ryan Center events 
requires all patrons to show printed proof  of  a 
full COVID-19 vaccination or a valid URI ID 
for admission. There has been no announce-
ment at this time concerning the Playboi Car-
ti concert set for Dec. 16 later this year at the 
Ryan Center. 

PHOTO CREDIT:  theryancenter.com
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members are offered a scholarship at URI if  
they choose to attend the University.

“It’s very exciting for our young people 
and our older people too that our state univer-
sity is recognizing the Narragansett people,” 
Dove said.

Leonard introduced the audience to the 
tribal lands of  the Shinnecock people and 
the challenges that they face due to climate 
change. Her speech centered on the conse-
quences of  rising sea levels re-
sulting from climate change. 

There are many over-
looked consequences of  rising 
sea levels for Native Ameri-
can communities, according to 
Leonard.

“Tribal nations face distinct 
challenges to water security giv-
en increasing sea level threats,” 
she said.

Leonard stated that many 
tribal nations already have less 
access to water and water-based 
resources than other Ameri-
cans. 

They are also facing over-
population due to the limited 
land given to many tribes. This, 
according to her, has led many 
natives to move off of  their na-

tive territories. For coastal tribes, land loss is 
a huge threat for those who don’t even have 
much land to begin with according to Leon-
ard. 

“Some of  the basic water infrastructure 
you have in your homes are not guaranteed in 
tribal territories, like turning on your tap and 
having access to clean water,” Leonard said. 
“That’s not a daily reality for most of  our gen-
erations.”

Leonard touched on the threat of  climate 
refugees, people having to migrate to a new 
area because of  losing land due to sea level rise 
and other side effects of  climate change.

“Climate refugees are real, they already 
exist,” she said. “From Indigenous villages in 
Alaska to the coast of  Louisiana hit hard by 
the hurricanes. We have already lost land and 
more will continue to.”

The best hope for combating climate 
change is for both native and 
non-native communities to 
work together to create a solu-
tion, according to Leonard. 

She called on all communi-
ty members to take responsibil-
ity to protect the natural world 
and give more than we take. 
She said that it will take “global 
solidarity” to address the prob-
lems that climate change has 
caused.

“Every student on every 
major campus around the world 
has the opportunity to tackle 
climate change challenges in 
their own way,” Leonard said. 
“Their everyday actions have a 
role in protecting or deteriorat-
ing our planetary life.”

“Some of the basic water infrastructure 
you have in your homes are not 

guaranteed in tribal territories, like 
turning on your tap and having access 
to clean water. That’s not a daily reality 

for most of our generations.”
- Kelsey Leonard, Assistant Professor at the 

University of Waterloo



University gathers to celebrate
International Day of Peace

Juliana Lepore | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s Center for 
Nonviolence and Peace held an event on the Quad 
in honor of  International Peace Day to promote 
non-violence throughout the community.

The event, held Sept. 21, included flags from 
different countries and the artwork of  students who 
attended with banners and tents lining the Quad for 
the event. The event also incorporated a traditional 
Tibetan dance by members of  the Tibetan Ameri-
can Association of  Connecticut.

Thupten Thendar, a specialist for the Center 
for Non-violence and Peace, said that this event was 
held to raise awareness for the nonviolence center 
and promote peace at URI.

“We want students to know about us and about 
our program, but we also are celebrating numerous 
other programs that help to support non-violence on 
campus and beyond,” Thendar said.

The Nonviolence Center has held a Summer 
Training Institute for over 20 years. In this program, 
people from all around the world come to URI to 
learn about Martin Luther King Jr.’s theories on 
peace, according to Thendar.

Students at URI can minor in nonviolence and 
peace studies with just 18 credits, according to the 
program’s website. The courses are offered to both 
undergraduate and graduate students.

Courses include classes in psychology, nonvio-
lence and peace studies, the honors program, phi-
losophy, and community service. People of  all ages 
and in all walks of  life attend these courses each year, 
according to Thendar.

The event featured vendors from different orga-
nizations that promote peace and mindfulness. One 

table had a hands-on activity where attendees made 
their own silk peace flags with Sharpies and stencils.

Autumn Francesca, the facilitator of  her com-
pany, Inner Peace and Intentions for Well Being, said 
that she took a class from the Center for Nonviolence 
and Peace and attended the nonviolence seminar in 
2016.

“Taking those courses completely changed my 
outlook on life,” Francesca said. “I learned about 
intention setting and was able to accomplish things 
that I never thought I’d be able to do.”

She emphasized the importance of  students and 
young people taking control of  their thoughts and 
their lives. 

“Whether we’re aware of  it or not, our minds 
are working, and we have a lot of  thoughts going 
on in our head,” Francesca said. “Most of  the time, 
people are not mindful about their thoughts, because 
they’re too caught up in the madness of  the day.”

According to her, to achieve mindful thinking, 
students should start small, by setting intentions for 
their day and then building upon those by setting in-
tentions for the week, month, year, and up to their 
lives.

“If  students have a project to present in the day, 
it’s easy to fall into the trap of  ‘I won’t get a good 
grade’ or ‘I’m going to mess up,’” Francesca said. “If  
students start their days by going over their tasks and 
thinking ‘I’m going to have a good day and every-
thing is going to work in my favor,’ their mindset will 
completely change.”

Francesca urged students to take classes through 
the nonviolence program and to attend the sum-
mer seminar. For her, the shift in mindset is easy to 
achieve with practice and actively prioritizing their 
thoughts and is greatly beneficial to all students.
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baristas typically work three-to-four hours a week. 
Since it is not for profit, most of  the earnings go back 
into buying supplies to keep the Coffeehouse run-
ning. This means that the student baristas are mainly 
volunteers; any money left over from sales goes to pay 
members of  the staff.

No experience is required to work at 193 De-
grees Coffeehouse, and anyone is welcome to apply, 
according to barista and junior William Beazley. He 
said that in many ways, the organization functions 
more like a club than a business.

Beazley described 193 Degrees as more than just 
coffee, but as a community. The Coffeehouse offers 
special events with other organizations including 
their open mic nights and organized band perfor-
mances, thanks to Event Coordinator Natalie Chas-
ten. 

The Coffeehouse had its first open mic since re-

opening last Thursday, Sept. 16 from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
The event drew in many students and approx-

imately 10 musical performers. The music spanned 
across genres and even included some original songs. 
In addition to musicians, poets and comedians are 
welcome to perform.

Mack said that she is happy to see people com-
ing in and to start building a community hub again 
through 193 Degrees. 

“[I am] so happy to see the Coffeehouse in its full 
experience again,” Mack said. “The spirit is back.” 

The 193 Degrees Coffeehouse is cash only and 
open Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Students 
can buy hot and iced coffee and tea, hot chocolate, 
chai, and espresso drinks which can be flavored with 
many different syrups, including popular flavors such 
as vanilla or lavender and seasonal flavors like pump-
kin and peppermint.

193 Coffeehouse - Continued from Page 1

Nick Tremblay | Contributing Reporter

This week at the University of  Rhode Island’s Student Senate meet-
ing, Campus Affairs Committee Chair Emily Gamache announced that 
a Blue Light Walk will take place Oct. 14.

The purpose of  this walk is to check the functionality of  the safety 
phones on campus.

Additionally, Senator Christopher Bove was voted in as speaker of  
the assembly, commonly referred to as the moderator. Bove, the only 
nominee, was nominated by Senator Anabelle Gibson. 

Gibson and External Affairs Chair Grace Kiernan were unani-
mously approved to sit on the Elections Committee after being nomi-
nated last week. Elections are scheduled to take place this October.

Senate President Bolu Taiwo announced that she would be in at-
tendance at WaterFire, which URI will be taking part in, this Friday. 
University President Marc Parlange will also be in attendance. Taiwo 
invited those in attendance to join her on Friday.

“You should definitely come down if  you’re not from Providence, 
or you’ve never been to WaterFire,” Taiwo said. 

Taiwo also announced a new community service requirement for 
Senators, saying that each Senator must do a minimum of  one commu-
nity service event per semester. 

Gamache gave the Senate several updates on the Campus Affairs 
Committee. First, she talked about her and President Taiwo’s efforts to 
mitigate the ongoing complications with parking and traffic on campus. 
Gamache received approval to run a booth on campus to gather input 
from students on the problems. More information on the issue is expect-
ed to be released over the next two weeks. 

The Campus Affairs Committee also unveiled an initiative to 
strengthen ties with URI’s Division of  Student Affairs. 

“I have scheduled [from] now until December monthly meetings 
with Kathy Collins, just to keep communication lines strong between 
the students and the faculty,” Gamache said.

Student Organizations Committee Chair Katie Siegle formally an-
nounced that the committee’s official Instagram, @rhody_soc, is live 
and asked that everyone interested follow the account.

Cultural Affairs Committee Chair Angelica Tyson revealed plans 
today for her committee to dedicate October to hosting events and oth-
er initiatives to express solidarity with victims of  breast cancer and their 
families during Breast Cancer Awareness Month. 

Academic Affairs Committee Chair Kyra Shindler announced that 
a midterm “De-Stressed” mental health event will take place on the 
Quad on Oct. 14 from 1 to 4 p.m. 

    The Senate will reconvene next Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in their 
chamber at the Memorial Union.

Lama Tseta, a monk with the Tibetan-American Association of Connecticut, leads URI’s Peace Day 2021 on the Quad. 
PHOTO CREDIT:  James Singer | Photo Editor

PHOTO OF PHOTO OF 
THE WEEKTHE WEEK

Manabu Takasawa, a professor of music in classical piano, plays “Etude in E major, Op Manabu Takasawa, a professor of music in classical piano, plays “Etude in E major, Op 
10 #3,” by Frédéric Chopin at last week’s convocation.10 #3,” by Frédéric Chopin at last week’s convocation.
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Greek Life excited, optimistic 
about in-person recruitment
Leah Popovic | Web Editor

Prospective members of  Greek Life at the Uni-
versity of  Rhode Island are facing unique experienc-
es while getting to know their potential new chapters.

Because of  the COVID-19 pandemic, the Greek 
Life recruitment process had to be largely changed. 
Last fall, all new members were recruited virtually 
and weekly chapter meetings were held via Zoom 
throughout the academic year.

Maren Drake, president of  the Panhellenic 
Council, said that this year sororities have adopted a 
hybrid approach to ensure the safety of  all students 
involved.

“We do [recruitment] in four rounds,” she said. 
“This year, we did one digital round, and we are now 
back to more of  what it was like in 2019, where the 
girls get to go to the houses and meet in person.”

Potential new members (PNMs) are required to 
wear a face covering while visiting each chapter, and 
the Panhellenic Association has encouraged sorori-
ties to do as many activities outdoors as possible. 

According to Drake, approximately 650 stu-
dents signed up for formal recruitment this semester. 
She said this number has fluctuated throughout the 
pandemic, but she is pleased with how many PNMs 
are still involved as round three of  the process ap-
proaches.

“Our numbers this year are lower than they 
were in 2019, but they’re on par to last year,” Drake 
said. “We’re seeing a lot of  sophomores from last 
year who were waiting for the in person option, as 
well as incoming freshmen, as usual.” 

Drake believes that there will likely be more stu-
dents who go Greek this semester, as many chose to 
pursue a separate recruitment process with Alpha 
Chi Omega, which is re-establishing its URI chap-
ter this semester and participating in an informal re-
cruitment process. 

Mitchell Asante, the president of  URI’s Interfra-
ternity Council (IFC), said that the switch to in-per-
son recruitment has brought a wave of  PNMs “like 
never before.”

“It’s sort of  like having two freshman classes, for 
the men especially, because a lot of  men waited it out 
and decided to rush for their sophomore year,” he 
said. “We are seeing an uptick in students, which is a 
positive since that means there’s still an interest and 
a drive to join Greek Life.”

Much like the sororities on campus, Asante said 
that fraternities have followed University protocols 
when recruiting indoors. Additionally, many meet-
and-greet events have been held outdoors for stu-
dents to learn what each chapter has to offer.

The best part of  this year’s recruitment has been 
the shift back to in-person, according to Asante, 
since each fraternity has better access to the students 
who are rushing.

“It’s easier to market your fraternity and get 
your values out there when you’re in-person,” As-
ante said. “You’re able to shake people’s hands and 
talk to them without a screen.”

Freshmen and sophomores have given positive 
feedback to the IFC, according to him, as well as fra-
ternity presidents who feel grateful to be closer to 
normal. 

Although recruitment looks different from the 
past, both Drake and Asante encourage all PNMs to 
keep a positive attitude throughout the process.

Overall, Drake hopes that the women involved 
with recruitment recognize the importance of  stay-
ing true to themselves during the process.

“At the end of  the day, make sure you are priori-
tizing where you feel the most comfortable and think 
about the girls who you can see yourself  with,” she 
said. “Not to be cheesy, but they say sisterhood is for 
life, so make sure you’re doing what is best for your-
self, and choose where you feel the most at home.”

Groundhog memorial - 
Continued from Page 1
broke into song in his memory. An acapella rendition of  “Amazing 
Grace” was sung after one student spoke about Greg’s impact on the 
community.

Many freshmen recounted the memories that they made with the 
groundhog over the first few weeks of  living on campus. Greg was known 
for approaching students in search of  snacks, his favorites being waffles 
and watermelon. 

Freshman Mackenzie Fitzgerald said that the community will forev-
er mourn the loss of  Greg.

“He’s like our second mascot here at URI,” she said. “We all loved 
him so much, and we want to keep the rest of  the groundhogs safe.” 

Since the service, @rhodygroundhogs posted a video capturing a 
group dismantling the memorial against the wishes of  event organizers. 
Students are encouraged to re-contribute to the site if  they wish.

Delaney Mcgunnigle spoke about her contributions to the service 
and how she will work to protect other groundhogs from reckless drivers.

“This is horrible,” Mcgunnigle said. “I brought flowers, a corndog 
and his favorite drink. We need to find whoever killed him and make 
sure it doesn’t happen again. The other groundhogs must be so scared.”

To stay up-to-date with groundhogs on campus, students can follow 
@rhodygroundhogs on Instagram. If  you see a groundhog on campus, 
make sure to submit a picture or video to the account, and tell others to 
drive safely around their habitats. 

Austin Marques | Contributing Reporter
Adam Zangari | News Editor

The University of  Rhode Island’s 
Coastal Resources Center celebrated its 
50 year anniversary this month.

The Center, located on the Narragan-
sett Bay Campus, works with communities 
worldwide to address issues dealing with 
climate change and coastline manage-
ment.

To celebrate the anniversary, the 
Center held a celebratory kickoff event 
on Sept. 9 on the Bay Campus. The event 
was attended by both of  Rhode Island’s 
Senators, Jack Reed and Sheldon White-
house. 

J.P. Walsh, the director of  the Coastal 
Resources Center, remarked on the signif-
icance of  this event for the Center.

“It was a celebration of  both our his-
tory but also some discussion and rein-
forced our energy for thinking about the 
future and what we need to do to tackle 
the world’s problems,” he said.

The Center works internationally, 
with offices and projects going on in many 
countries including Ghana, Malawi, Indo-
nesia and the Philippines.

Walsh emphasized the significance of  
the role that the Center plays in imple-
menting research to help coastal commu-
nities around the world.

“URI has some great researchers 

studying the science of  all this, but if  you 
want things to actually be implemented, 
you have to work with people and go into 
communities and understand what they 
need and want,” he said.

According to Walsh, currently the 
Center is working on a project in the Phil-
ippines along with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development which aims to 
regulate fishing and reduce illegal fishing.

Walsh said that in the future, many of  
the Center’s plans will revolve around cli-
mate-change-related issues, such as rising 
sea levels.

“We don’t like to tell people what to 
do, but I see us continuing to inform and 
educate people on the science of  climate 
change and to create a plan to move for-
ward,” Walsh said.

Jennifer Critcher, the CRC’s assistant 
director, also said that in the future the 
Center may work on environmental con-
cerns such as reducing single-use plastics, 
combating food insecurity and creating 
sustainable fisheries.

She described the process of  choosing 
what projects to work on and how finding 
a new project isn’t always easy.

“We’re a soft money center, so rath-
er than receiving direct money for our 
projects, sometimes we do fundraising,” 
she said. “Additionally, part of  our work 
is to monitor places like grants.gov to see 
what coastal opportunities are out there. 

The process is not necessarily picking and 
choosing the projects we work on, some-
times it’s simply based on the federal op-
portunities that we’re given.”

Current master’s of  environmental 
science management fellow at the CRC 
Abbey Greene shared how the Center has 
impacted her as a student.

“I came in as a strong advocate for 
oceans, and CRC deepened that feeling,” 
she said.  “Because of  it, I feel a lot more 

educated and prepared on ocean issues.”
Walsh said that the staff of  the CRC 

is “incredible,” and they are a big reason 
why the Center is able to do its work with 
communities worldwide. 

“The CRC has a lot of  passionate 
staff fighting for equitable coasts both na-
tionally and internationally,” she said.

Greene strongly encouraged any stu-
dent who is interested in working with the 
CRC to apply for a position.

University President Marc Parlange speaks at the Coastal Resources Center’s 50-year anniversary 
celebration. PHOTO CREDIT:  Michael Derr | The Independent

PHOTO CREDIT:  @rhodygroundhogs on Instagram
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Indigenous scholar discusses 
Native plants
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s Collabora-
tive Extension recently held its first webinar of  the 
semester for community members to learn about 
Indigenous plants and discuss the Tomaquag Muse-
um’s plan to move onto URI’s Kingston Campus. 

Held Sept. 14, this event is one of  the first events 
that the University hosted alongside the Tomaquag 
Museum. Lorén Spears, the executive director of  the 
Tomaquag Museum, said that the museum is hoping 
to open its new location behind Peckham Farm in 
2023.

Vanessa Venturini, the state program leader for 
the master gardener and food recovery programs, 
ran and moderated the event alongside Spears and 
the Collaborative Extension.

The webinar began with the Thanksgiving 
prayer, a land acknowledgment performed by Ex-
ecutive Director of  the Northeast Farmers of  Color 
Land Trust Stephanie Morningstar. Morningstar is 
a herbalist, soil and seed steward and Earth worker. 

“We are on Indigenous land and being a land-
grant university, it’s important for us to look into 
this,” Venturini said. “It’s important for us to look 
into how in the 1800s we were taking land away from 
Indigenous people.” 

Morningstar shared personal experiences deal-
ing with the inequality Black, Indigenous and people 
of  color (BIPOC) face in health care. She said these 
experiences are what led her to educating others on 
Indigenous plants and medicine. However, her edu-
cation did not come without stereotyping.

“A lot of  people think that I came up under 
a bunch of  medicine people and that I learned 
through all these traditional people, and that’s ac-
tually not the case,” Morningstar said. “I learned 
mostly from Western folks in the beginning of  my 
herbal journey.” 

Venturini highlighted the significance of  Morn-
ingstar’s visit as it connects to the larger URI com-
munity. She noted that the webinar’s goal was to am-
plify Narragansett and other indigenous voices.

Morningstar’s work is a model of  how social 
issues about herbalism, healing work and decolo-
nization connect to the work of  the Collaborative 
Extension, according to Venturini. She also related 

the webinar topics to the Master Gardener program 
within URI specifically. 

“The reason why the URI Master Gardener 
Program was interested is because as a whole we 
want to see change,” Venturini said. “We want to 
bring science-based evidence to change the commu-
nity. Science and research aren’t the only way to do 
this, but that’s what we’re trying to feature to elevate 
voices. As a university community, it’s exciting to see 
that we have a new scholarship for Narragansett In-
digenous students so that we can elevate all the voic-
es of  the people in Rhode Island.” 

According to Venturini, online webinars are a 
positive way to elevate these issues to a national lev-
el, not only educating the URI community but also 
being a model for other universities. She hopes that 
other states will work closely with their BIPOC com-
munities with URI as a model.

More events will be held on the Kingston cam-
pus in partnership with the Tomaquag Museum, 
which Venturini hopes students will be able to at-
tend. Some upcoming events include a presentation 
scheduled for Saturday, Oct. 16 about the 5,000-year 
history of  the land URI sits on.

A recording of  the webinar can be found on the 
URI cooperative extension’s YouTube page. 

NEWS

Stephanie Morningstar spoke at the first Master Gardner’s 
webinar of the school year.

PHOTO CREDIT: nefoclandtrust.com 

50 years celebration - Continued from Page 1
was formed in the wake of  the failure of  The Beacon to 
be a reliable and accessible news outlet that represent-
ed the student voice at URI. The alumnae also spoke 
about how important this was, especially in 1971. 

“What happened with The Beacon, I think it was 
a product of  the times,” Foster said. “It was sputter-
ing on as a vanilla publication. The social issues like 
protesting and the Vietnam War made us think as a 
student body. We didn’t really need to do things the 
way they had been done. The group that became ‘The 
Cigar Band’ thought this was our time to speak up. We 
thought, ‘let’s push the agenda, let’s go do something’ 
and that’s what we did.” 

Susan Roy, ‘73, said that she joined The Beacon in 
the fall of  1970, and brought her favorite issues to the 
Zoom event. 

“When I look back at my Cigar experience, I still 
think [the] experience was so invaluable because we 

had more freedom of  the press than I’ve ever had,” 
Roy said. 

Roy said that she was most proud of  creating a 
women-focused paper and a four-page LGBTQ+ in-
sert edition 50 years ago.  

Dave Lavallee, URI’s assistant director of  external 
relations and communications, was a part of  the Cigar 
as a student. He related the issues he dealt with as an 
editor to the ones he deals with today in his current 
position.

“I’m still so proud of  my Cigar roots,” Lavallee 
said. “I’m not sure there’s anything that’s challenged 
this school like COVID-19. The Cigar did it right and 
we owe them a tip of  our hat.” 

An in-person Cigar reunion will be held on Oct. 
2 on the Alumni Center Lawn. Those interested in at-
tending can register through the Alumni Center’s web-
site. 



New MSSC director to foster inclusion, safe spaces

Evan Winslow | Contributing Reporter

Since the beginning of  COVID-19 in the spring 
2020 semester, the University of  Rhode Island’s 
School of  Education has changed aspects of  its cur-
riculum and practicum courses to follow health and 
safety guidelines.

These changes allowed students to take advan-
tage of  some educational opportunities even with 
the pandemic closing many typical opportunities.

Safety concerns left many URI students without 
the opportunity to teach elementary school students 
in person as they usually would. But with new vac-
cine and safety regulations, Rhode Island schools 
have begun to consider reopening these opportuni-
ties to students.

Susan Brand, an associate professor of  early 
childhood education, found that many early child-
hood education majors adapted well to helping 
students during COVID-19 through their determi-
nation and virtual learning apps. Many of  the ma-
jors were forced to adapt to many new applications, 
ranging from Google Classroom and Class Dojo to 
Screencastify, to provide a communication platform 
to engage students while learning how to teach vir-
tually. 

“It took quite a bit of  initiative and creativity on 
the part of  the students to make these virtual lessons 
relevant to the children and motivating enough to 
sustain their interest.” Brand said

Peter Adamy, an associate professor of  elemen-
tary education, explained that small groups of  ele-
mentary education majors completed practicums 
through cooperation between the Warwick Elemen-
tary School system and the Rhode Island Depart-
ment of  Education (RIDE) over the last two semes-
ters. 

“We had an arrangement with the Warwick 
School District for elementary [education] un-

der two of  their elementary schools,” Adamy said, 
“[They] basically took on all of  our students but 
it was in a very different format than they used to; 
none of  them went out physically to the schools.” 

So far during the fall 2021 semester, he has no-
ticed that schools are beginning to find placement 
times for the education majors as RIDE continues 
to be flexible about the changes to student teaching 
hours and the URI curriculum. 

He also noted that many students are recently 
being placed in their schools, which is later than they 
usually would, but most students are happy to be in 
these schools face-to-face again.

In the ever-changing environment of  
COVID-19, Adamy offered one piece of  advice for 
students entering the education major and its practi-
cums.

“One of  the things about becoming a teacher is 
you have to learn to be a problem solver because you 
never know what to expect.” Adamy said. “Some 
things will always happen that are out of  the norm.”

Despite the impact of  COVID-19 on students 
currently studying to become teachers, Adamy ob-
served that education major graduates are succeed-
ing in their careers, and the major has seen increased 
enrollments this semester. 

“The group that just started [teaching practi-
cums] now as juniors is one of  the biggest groups 
we’ve had in years,” Adamy said. “And so we’re hav-
ing to adjust a bit obviously to getting kids back to 
face-to-face and having classes on campus and wear-
ing masks and all the stuff that everybody’s dealing 
with.”

In reflection, Brand found that the education 
department and graduates have become more re-
sourceful with the addition of  virtual classrooms, 
which adds to the skill set of  the education majors. 

“Most of  the students that I surveyed at the end 
of  their student teaching felt that they learned a great 
deal of  expertise about technology,” Brand said.
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Education majors back in field 
for in-school practicums

Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

As he settles into his new position as the director of  
the Multicultural Student Service Center (MSSC), Jean 
Nsabumuremyi is ready to create a safe space for students 
at the University of  Rhode Island. 

“I’ve always considered [Rhode Island] to be my 
home because I grew up a refugee, and being a refugee in 
different countries, I never had a home,” he said.

Born in Rwanda, Nsabumuremyi was forced to leave 
Rwanda at a young age due to the Rwandan genocide in 
1994. After a childhood of  bouncing around from country 
to country in Africa. Nsabumuremyi and his family finally 
settled in Providence, Rhode Island where he graduated 
from high school. 

Here, he earned his associate’s degree in business at 
the Community College of  Rhode Island (CCRI). After 
his time at CCRI, he attended Cornell University, where 
he earned his bachelor’s degree in developmental sociol-
ogy and later a master’s degree in public administration. 

Soon after finishing his degree, Nsabumuremyi re-
turned to Providence where he worked as an adjunct pro-
fessor at the CCRI. He later moved to Idaho where he was 
the director of  the TRIO program at Idaho State Universi-
ty, a program to benefit underprivileged students. Through 
the TRIO program, he worked with students from low-in-
come communities and multicultural backgrounds. 

“It’s my passion to help students,” Nsabumuremyi 
said. “I know that URI has a mission to attract people of  
diverse backgrounds.”

One of  his primary goals for the MSSC right now 
is to “find people who have not been acknowledged on 
this campus.” According to him, sometimes when we talk 
about diversity and inclusion we forget specific groups that 
also require a safe space. Nsabumuremyi hopes to find and 

include all of  these groups in the MSSC.
He also wants to include multicultural student organi-

zations in the process of  growing the Center. He said that 
if  student leaders work alongside the Center’s leadership 
and community, all pirates can continue to grow as stu-
dents and adults. 

Nsabumuremyi also hopes to use the Center to facil-
itate conversations between international and domestic 
students about the differences in their backgrounds and 
cultures.

“My goal is to create a center where everyone can find 
a space and place for conversation, where no matter how 
different you are, you can come to URI and call it home,” 
he said. 

He looks forward to engaging professors and other 
faculty members in conversation about the MSSC’s initia-
tives and getting them involved.

Assistant Director of  the MSSC Robert Britto-Olive-
ria said that while he only met Nsabumuremyi last week, 
he is greatly looking forward to working with him.

“I’m looking forward to getting back to what the Cen-
ter is supposed to do, which is being student-focused, be-
ing student-centered and living up to the mission that was 
created by way of  the Black Student Leadership Group in 
[1992],” Britto-Olivera said.

According to him, the Center was created as a safe 
space for students of  color as they navigated attending a 
predominantly white institution. This mission has persist-
ed to this day.

Nsabumuremyi said that so far all of  the communi-
ty members he has met so far at URI and his experience 
working with his peers have been entirely positive. 

“So far I’ve felt welcomed on this campus and I feel 
like the mission of  this university to bring everyone from 
different places together is actually there,” he said.

“My goal is to create a center 
where everyone can find a space 

and place for conversation, 
where no matter how different 
you are, you can come to URI 

and call it home.”

- Jean Nsabumuremyi, MSSC Director

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021

THURSDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL WATCH PARTY
8pm • HILLEL CENTER • FREE
Swing by Hillel to watch the Texans v. Panthers game in our lounge! 
Join us at 6:30pm for some pregame “Pizza in the Hut” and meet other 
Jewish students on campus.

WOMEN’S SOCCER VS GEORGE WASHINGTON
3pm • SOCCER COMPLEX • FREE
Come down to URI’s athletic fields/Soccer Complex to cheer on our 
running Rhody Rams Women’s Soccer team as they take on George 
Washington University in an exciting match-up.

RHODY WELCOME ICE CREAM SOCIAL
3pm - 4:30pm • International Student Ctr front lawn • FREE
Join us as we welcome new and returning international students and 
scholars to campus with free ice cream from an ice cream truck!  In ad-
dition, we will have lawn games and an appearance by Rhody the Ram.  
All URI community members are welcome. If  you are interested in at-
tending, please complete the registration form to help us have an idea of  
the number of  attendees and to assist with contact tracing: https://forms.
gle/v2Ze2gcsCzi96J7g6  - We look forward to seeing you!

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2021

WATERFIRE PROVIDENCE SUPPORTED BY THE 
UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
6:30pm - 11pm• Downtown Providence • FREE
Join alumni, students, parents, faculty, staff, and friends in Providence 
for the city’s signature event and experience the academic, cultural, and 
social resources that URI has to offer. URI President Marc Parlange will 
be in attendance to meet alumni, parents, and friends!

CHINESE MOON FESTIVAL CELEBRATION
4pm - 5:30pm • URI QUAD • FREE
The Chinese program will hold it’s annual Moon Festival celebration on 
Quad. Please join us and try activities such as calligraphy, paper folding, 
and games. You can also taste moon cakes and other Chinese snacks. 
Have fun, meet more friends and learn more about Chinese culture. 
Please click here to sign up! https://forms.gle/ojja4zmoZ1upw5hV6

THIS WEEK AT URI

The Multicultural Student Services Center welcomes Jean Nsabumure-
myi as its new director. PHOTO CREDIT:  James Singer | Photo Editor



Karate instructor teaches 
students self-defense on Quad
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Pandemic allows 
online classes to 
prosper

NEWS

Aidan Markward | Contributing Reporter

Fourth-degree black belt in karate Brett Gea-
ber was invited by the University of  Rhode Island’s 
Campus Recreation to host a self-defense seminar on 
the Quad last Wednesday for students and faculty. 

Geaber, the owner of  Innovate Karate in North 
Kingstown, has been studying martial arts for over 
30 years and has been teaching karate at his studio 
for eight. 

The class consisted of  eight students, and Gea-
ber made sure each student was following along 
throughout the seminar. He also emphasized the im-
portance of  self-defense.

“I think that everyone should have some under-
standing or awareness of  how to defend themselves,” 
Geaber said. “People should know the proper tech-
niques and be prepared ahead of  time before any-
thing happens.”

While self-defense may seem easy to some, Gea-
ber stressed that it is important to learn proper tech-
niques for it to be effective in a real-life self-defense 
situation.

Students learned some basic techniques at the 
beginning of  the class. Hip-hop music played in 
the background while Geaber guided the seminar 
through warm-up routines and taught the students 
how to properly punch and strike. 

Moving past the basics, students worked togeth-
er using pads and practiced getting out of  simple 
holds on each other.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, Geaber 
taught other self-defense seminars at URI. He said 
that while in the past he had done classes inside, he 
enjoyed being able to teach outside on the Quad in 
the beautiful weather.

Due to the limited number of  spaces for indoor 
fitness classes and the number of  students who have 

shown interest in these classes prior, Fitness and 
Wellness Director Denise Robbin decided to hold 
the class outside where a greater number of  people 
could attend.

“A few years back, we had the classes taught in 
the Mind and Body studio at Anna Fascitelli,” Rob-
bin said. “Those classes can only hold up to 24 peo-
ple and there was always a waitlist.”

Geaber was due to come back to URI during 
the spring 2020 semester, right before COVID-19 
hit. Robbin said that she is excited to have him back 
now that it is safe.

“The seminar was a great [experience] for 
the people that were there,” Robbin said. “I think 
self-defense is such [an] important skill for students 
to know.”

Campus recreation wanted to host the seminar 
at the beginning of  the semester so that the students 
could learn basic self-defense right away, according 
to her.

“We wanted to have this class at the beginning 
of  the fall for when students first come to campus,” 
Robbin said. “It’s self-defense; students need to know 
this.”

Robbin also emphasized the importance of  
self-defense seminars and students being able to 
properly protect themselves. She described the class 
as “valuable” and noted that her past self-defense 
classes with Geaber have also been greatly helpful.

“The last time we hosted a seminar, I took the 
class as a participant,” she said. “I felt more confi-
dent in being able to protect myself. I want every stu-
dent to feel that way.”

Despite the low attendance of  the seminar, Gea-
ber made the most of  his first seminar back on cam-
pus and left his students with the basic knowledge of  
how to defend themselves. 

Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

While a majority of  courses 
at the University of  Rhode Is-
land have returned to in-person 
instruction this semester, some 
courses have remained online 
and will most likely continue to 
be so.

For Vince Petronio, an asso-
ciate professor of  communication 
studies, online courses are noth-
ing new. Describing himself  as 
a pioneer in the field, Petronio 
has been teaching online courses 
since the 1990s. 

According to him, the pan-
demic helped to improve the 
resources available for online 
classes. Today, professors can use 
streaming services, online learn-
ing management systems such as 
Brightspace and many other ser-
vices to aid online learning, none 
of  which were available to profes-
sors when he began.

He said the success of  online 
classes heavily depends upon how 
prepared the professor is to teach 
an online course.

“Initially it comes down to 
faculty being prepared, [and] be-
ing willing to rethink what they 
teach and how they’re teaching,” 
Petronio said.

He believes that online 
courses tend to break down when 
faculty do not interact with their 
students directly. Posting lectures 
and class notes without hav-
ing contact with students is not 
enough to create a good online 
class, according to Petronio.

He noted that professors 
must also retool their courses to 
work online, which can be a lot of  
work. He said that it is necessary 
to do this if  professors want their 
classes to have the same impact 
though.

While some professors may 
think they will have to update 
their courses every year, Petronio 
said that they only have to retool 
a course once to set a blueprint 
for future online sections.

“I think that’s what some fac-
ulty are afraid of,” Petronio said 
in reference to restructuring for 

online courses. “They think, ‘Oh 
my god I’m going to have to do 
all this work,’ and that’s really not 
the case if  you use the learning 
management system effectively.”

With technology advance-
ments and adaptations made 
during the pandemic, Petronio 
did find that teaching online was 
made easier during the pandem-
ic. 

Computer science Profes-
sor Vic Fay-Wolfe, who has also 
taught online for more than 
twenty years, has seen some of  
the benefits that online courses 
offer.

“We found that significantly 
more students came to help hours 
when the course was online than 
when they had to walk to a build-
ing on campus for help — so we 
will keep online help hours even 
after the pandemic,” Fay-Wolfe 
said.

However, like Petronio, he 
said that while things have been 
smooth over the past 18 months 
of  online courses, students are ea-
ger to return to in-person courses.

Petronio said that one of  the 
complaints he has heard from stu-
dents in online classes most often 
is that they feel they are not giv-
en the opportunity to meet their 
professors and classmates in the 
same way that they can in person.

“Group work is important; 
having students talk to each oth-
er online is important,” Petronio 
said. “The idea of  an asynchro-
nous online class needs prompts 
for students talking to each other 
rather than feeling like they are 
on an island all by themselves.” 

Fay-Wolfe agreed with this 
sentiment but pointed out that 
being online can make it hard for 
some students to collaborate on 
projects. But overall, he felt that 
many of  his students were able 
to adapt and do well, despite the 
challenges.

“I sense that students are 
more accepting and accustomed 
to more of  their education being 
online than they were pre-pan-
demic,” he said.

Fourth-degree karate black-belt Brett Geaber leads students in self-defense seminar. PHOTO CREDIT:  Greg Clark | Staff Photographer



University welcomes first 
permanent chair of Africana 
Studies department
Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

The department of  Africana Studies, which has 
been at the University of  Rhode Island for nearly 
a full year now, has just named its first permanent 
chairperson Catherine John-Camara.

“Dr. John-Camara came with an infectious en-
ergy and a very acute awareness of  what this job 
requires,” Marcus Nevius, associate professor in the 
history department and member of  the Africana 
studies department, said.

John-Camara was born in Jamaica and is of  
Caribbean ancestry. She graduated high school in 
Medford, Massachusetts and went to Boston College 
where she worked for three years after graduating 
with a degree in English. From there, she went on to 
the University of  California, Santa Cruz, where she 
got her PH.D in literature. Most recently, she was 
the interim chair of  the English department at the 
University of  Oklahoma.

Because of  how much time she has spent in the 
Boston area, John-Camara said she feels that she 
understands the culture of  URI, which was one of  
the things that attracted her to the school in the first 
place.

With her approach to the department, John-Ca-
mara sees the Africana studies department as a 
“three cornered hat” with three main areas to focus 
on.

The first corner of  the hat is to help the depart-
ment recruit, retain and graduate majors, which she 
referred to as the “academic aspect.” 

In doing this John-Camara said she also wants 
to establish an identity for the program which is 
unique to URI. She also wants it to incorporate Af-
rican American history from Rhode Island.

The second corner is communal, in which peo-
ple involved with the program can come together.

“Most Black studies departments began as a 
result of  student protest,” John-Camara said. “As a 
result of  that, alumni, students of  color [and] faculty 
who chose to teach in the discipline see it as not such 
an academic place, but also an informal community 
of  sorts.”

The third corner is educational and involves be-
ing connected to the University.

She acknowledged that when racist incidents 
happen at universities, they will often look at Afri-
cana studies departments to make statements or look 
for solutions.

“Whenever there are incidents of  racism or dis-
crimination at universities, students and administra-
tors will look to Black studies departments and say 
‘you guys going to make some kind of  a statement or 
be involved in whatever solution is being planned?,’” 
John-Camara said. “Whether Africana studies de-
partments choose to or not, that’s the role they are 
often thrusted into.” 

She pointed to her Caribbean background and 
growing up in Boston as things that have helped her 
in this position and her research.

“My research sits in the middle between Afri-
can-American and African-Caribbean literature and 
culture,” she said, adding that her main focus has 
been on the influence of  African culture on the de-
scendants of  enslaved African-Americans.

Nevius said that the department needs a new 
vision for its curriculum, which according to both 

Nevius and John-Camara, meshes well with general 
education courses.

“The department needs to revise its curriculum 
so it aligns with gen-eds and create possible new 
courses for students and faculty,” he said.

The department meshes well with other depart-
ments, according to John-Camara, as it involves a lot 
of  critical thinking. She pointed to different courses 
such as the history of  slavery course taught by Nevi-
us and the history of  hip hop course taught by the 
music department. She herself  will be teaching a 
course on African-American cinema in the spring.

As for her plans for the department, she stressed 
that she has only been here for a month and looks at 
her planning in three-year intervals.
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Erin Brown | Staff Reporter

Working on interdisciplinary 
studies and inclusivity within the 
Harrington School are at the top 
of  the priority list for Ammina 
Kothari, its new director.

“I spent most of  summer lis-
tening,” Kothari said. “I met with 
all of  the Harrington staff to hear 
about their goals and their needs.”

Kothari is new to Rhode Is-
land, and previously worked at the 
Rochester Institute of  Technology 
(RIT) as a professor of  communi-
cation and the graduate program 
director of  communication. She 
began her tenure as director this 
summer after a search process to 
replace the prior director.

“I was attracted to this position because URI was looking for 
someone who had interest in curriculum development and also valued 
interdisciplinary teaching and research,” Kothari said.

She hopes that in the near future, she will also be able to teach 
students alongside serving as the director of  the Harrington School. 
Kothari has a journalism background, and hopes to teach some jour-
nalism courses during her tenure at URI.

Although she has only been in her position since this summer, 
Kothari has many projects in the works already.

Kothari is currently working on encouraging department heads to 
reassess what they offer students in order to learn more about how to 
engage students with them.

Kothari said that she sees the best in the Harrington School and 
its students and is working to make others recognize that as well. She 
has set goals to be accomplished as soon as next year and has set other 
projects into motion that will come to fruition over the next few years. 

“In three to five years, I would like us to be a school that is known 
for producing storytellers who can work across different disciplines 
and also create an inclusive environment for students as well,” she 
said. 

One of  Kothari’s goals for the Harrington School is to create 
more classes that will diversify the skill sets of  students. Her goal also 
goes beyond the Harrington School, however, as she hopes to partner 
with other colleges at URI to create these new courses.

As part of  this, she hopes to encourage students to double major 
or pick up minors within the Harrington School, as well as in other 
disciplines.

A lesson that Kothari hopes to bring to URI from her time at RIT 
is the importance of  diversity and inclusivity. With this in mind, she’s 
hoping to provide technology to Harrington students that do not have 
access to equipment they need.

As Kothari begins her role, the Harrington School’s hub, Ranger 
Hall, is also beginning its second floor renovations.

RIT is the home of  the National Technical Institute for the Deaf, 
where Kothari worked with interpreters in the classroom and per-
sonally taught deaf  students. This experience opened her eyes to the 
importance of  having more resources for the visually or hearing im-
paired.

“Even when posting on social media, adding those descriptions 
for images [is important],” Kothari said. “Those little things matter, 
it takes a few extra minutes, but it’s important to show that you care 
about the larger community.” 

Many URI students and faculty members are excited to see what 
Kothari’s direction will bring to the Harrington community, including 
John Pantalone, the chair of  the journalism department. 

“The Journalism faculty were all impressed by Dr. Kothari’s cre-
dentials and experience, not to mention her enthusiastic personality,” 
Pantalone said. “She has already brought new energy to the Har-
rington School. We are especially pleased because she has a journal-
ism background and is a tenured professor in our department. We see 
her as an advocate for the Journalism major as well as the school.” 

When she is not in her office or talking with community mem-
bers, Kothari can be found exploring her new surroundings in Rhode 
Island.

“I’m a foodie,” Kothari said. “So I’ve been enjoying the Provi-
dence food scene as well as seeing what else Rhode Island has to offer.

“Most Black studies 
departments began as 
a result of student pro-
test. As a result of that, 

alumni, students of 
color [and] faculty who 
chose to teach in the 

discipline see it as not 
such an academic place, 

but also an informal 
community of sorts.”
- Dr. Catherine John-Camara, 
Africana Studies department 

chair

‘Producing 
storytellers’: 
New director to help 
Harrington thrive

PHOTO CREDIT: Nick Pierson | 
Contributing Photographer

PHOTO CREDIT: Melissa Marchese | Staff Photographer
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Welcome to the 
‘New Wave’ (Kitchen)‘Tongue-in-cheek’ name sticks around

FEATURES

Aidan Markward | Contributing Reporter

The Kingston Emporium 
recently welcomed New Wave 
Kitchen (NWK), a restaurant with 
“eclectic comfort foods made with 
local ingredients,” to its list of  
eateries at the beginning of  this 
school year. 

Located next to the Rhode 
House, NWK offers a fresh per-
spective on food that is completely 
different from its neighbors.

“New Wave Kitchen is a 
seasonably eclectic, farm-to-ta-
ble restaurant,” said owner Matt 
Reagan, a URI alum. “We offer 
a variety of  food choices that are 
approachable to anyone.”

When opening New Wave, 
Reagan’s goal was to stand out 
from the other food options avail-
able to students and faculty. 

“We wanted to be something 
that wasn’t already in the Empori-
um,” he said. “We didn’t want to 
be another fast food place. Every-
thing here is made from scratch.”

New Wave Kitchen prides it-
self  in being a farm-fresh restau-
rant. Their menu spans from 
burgers to ramen, an array of  
comfort foods and they even offer 
vegan-friendly plates.

Reagan said that most ingre-
dients are made in Rhode Island, 
and that the rest are made else-
where in New England, making it 
a locally-sourced restaurant.

Local sourcing does not come 
without its challenges though. 
Reagan said that the menu will 
have to change according to what 
crops are in and out of  season.

“It’s challenging because 
sometimes farmers won’t always 
have what you need,” he said. 
“We’re going to have to change 
toppings or items on our menu to 
match what’s currently in stock.” 

Looking ahead to the fall and 
winter months Reagan is looking 
to include more ramen options 
for warm meals, but he expects 

the menu to change as the season 
changes.

New Wave Kitchen is a com-
munity-focused business, accord-
ing to Reagan. He said that he 
is happy with the location of  the 
restaurant and looks forward to 
continuing business locally. 

“We have been looking for a 
space [to open New Wave] for a 
while,” Reagan said. “This area 
has a decent amount of  foot traf-
fic, including from students and 
faculty.”

So far, the restaurant has got-
ten positive feedback from the 
URI community.

“It hasn’t been super busy yet 
since the school year just started, 
but everyone has been really pos-
itive,” Reagan said. “One of  my 
old professors from when I at-
tended URI stopped by to eat one 
day. He sent out an email to his 
colleagues and sent a lot of  people 
our way.”

Aidan Farrell, a current soph-
omore at URI, had high praise for 
New Wave. He said that the menu 
at NWK was more than he would 
expect from a farm-fresh venue. 

Jared Hewitt, another sopho-
more at URI, was also impressed 
with the food at New Wave.

“Their prices were reasonable 
and the food was definitely a dif-
ferent experience than anywhere 
else in the Emporium,” Hewitt 
said. “The biscuits and gravy are 
a must-try on the menu.”

Farrell ordered chicken and 
waffles during his first trip to New 
Wave, and he approved of  it.

“Chicken and waffles seemed 
like a safe bet for the first time 
around,” Farrell said. “The food 
was a worthwhile investment and 
I can’t wait to go back.”

New Wave Kitchen is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, from 
noon to 8:00 p.m. Their menu 
can be accessed at newwavekitch-
enri.com, or you can order over 
the phone at 401-515-7628.

Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator

The year is 1971. Richard Nixon is president; 
Elton John is on tour; and the University of  Rhode 
Island’s student-run newspaper, the Good Five 
Cent Cigar, is born. Now, a half-century later, the 
Cigar continues to provide a voice for students at 
URI.

To commemorate, let’s take a look back at 
some of  the first editions of  the Good Five Cent 
Cigar and what has changed and what is still the 
same 50 years later.

In the early editions of  the Cigar, there were 
several articles revolving around campus life, sim-
ilar to ones that have been written and read in the 
past year. For example, Let’s Celebrate: Natural 
resources science professors reflect on the impor-
tance of  Earth Day asked professors and adminis-
trators about their plans to celebrate Earth Day at 
URI. In 1971, a similar article entitled “Earth Day 
concert books Midwest band,” was written. 

There are similarities between how Earth Day 
was celebrated on campus now and how it was 50 
years ago. For example, this past year URI pro-
fessors shared advice that encouraged students to 
engage in local projects to help protect our Earth. 
This idea of  thinking globally and acting locally is 
quite similar to what was written about Earth Day 
in 1971. The Zywiec Marching Band was planning 
to perform at URI in honor of  Earth Day with in-
tentions of  working “their concern for the environ-
ment and their anti-war sentiment into music.”

The Cigar has also been covering on-campus 
events for the past 50 years. Back in 1971, boxing 
legend Muhammed Ali made an appearance on 
the URI campus, delivering a press conference in 
the Keaney Gymnasium. According to the 1971 ar-
ticle written by Cigar reporter Steve Cheslow, “Ali 
wit delights URI crowd.” Ali delivered a speech re-
volving around his purpose in life and self-discov-
ery, earning a standing ovation by the URI crowd. 

This connects closely with the Student Enter-
tainment Committee (SEC) events that were taking 
place on campus at the time. For example, accord-
ing to an ad placed in a 1971 issue, legends Elton 
John, Dee Murray and Nigel Olssen were sched-
uled by the SEC to perform at the Keaney Gymna-
sium in April. The show ended up being canceled 
due to illness, according to a later article from the 
paper.

Today, the SEC still works to bring popular 
entertainers to the URI campus, and the Cigar 
continues to report on these events. For example, 
the University virtually hosted musical artist Jason 
Derulo last semester, which you can read about 
here. The committee has also brought actors like 
Terry Crews and Hunter Schaffer to campus in 
the past year, allowing them to tell their stories and 
chat with inspired crowds of  students, similar to 
Cheslow’s report after Ali’s 1971 appearance. 

Staff reporter Abbie Judson’s 2021 report on 
Hunter Schaffer’s virtual visit to URI and Ches-
low’s report on 1971 Muhammed Ali both high-
light the activists speaking about finding their ways 
through life.

According to Judson, “Schaffer shared advice 
for students who are trying to find their path in life, 
and said that she believes that it’s important to re-
member where and how one finds joy and love in 
whatever they’re doing.” 

Meanwhile, Cheslow included that Ali shed 
wise words to his URI crowd, telling them that 
“the greatest discovery of  all is to find the purpose 
of  life,” and explained that to find happiness, we 
must not confuse temporary pleasure with overall 
fulfillment.

One article that stood out was one written by 
John Pantalone, the then-editor-in-chief  and cur-
rent journalism department chair. His 1971 article 
“Administration wants armed campus police,” cov-
ered a bill being introduced by the State Legislature 

that would institute armed police forces on cam-
pus, despite resistance from faculty and students. 

This is similar to articles that have been fea-
tured in the Cigar in recent years, such as Shan-
non McDonnell’s “Students take a stand for gun 
safety” and Tonie Lopez’s “What Would Campus 
Look Like if  Students Could Carry Guns?” Both 
of  these articles shared the opinions of  students 
who were against the use of  weapons on campus, 
much like Pantalone’s article highlighting student 
voices against the presence of  guns at URI.

The issue of  gun control and safety has been 
extremely prevalent in the United States for a 
long time now, especially in schools and on college 
campuses. But seeing how this debate affected the 
campus population in 1971 is essential to under-
standing how things have changed over the past 50 
years.

In 1971, Pantalone compared the way admin-
istrators were treating students who were rallying 
against arming campus police to how parents treat 
their children. University administrators at the 
time would not listen to the demands of  their stu-
dents, just as a parent may ignore a whining child.

However, now students have more opportuni-
ties to display their opinions on this intense issue, 
such as during protests, like the one outlined in Mc-
Donnell’s aforementioned article.

It is also important to consider the articles writ-
ten about the expansion of  the Memorial Union 
back in 1971, as the Union still remains the heart 
of  the URI campus. 

An article that was published in one of  the 
early editions of  the Cigar “Union to expand Pub 
facilities by fall 1971,” focused on the expansion of  
the Pub, a student lounge in the Memorial Union, 
the expansion of  the darkrooms in the Union and 
the increase of  food options. All of  these changes 
were made to make the Memorial Union more ac-
cessible to students.

Today, the Director of  the Memorial Union 
Carl Stiles is always looking for ways to expand the 
Union “in hopes to enhance the student experience 
primarily,” according to “Life in 20/20: Campus 
optometrist closes,” which talked about changes 
the Union was making for COVID-19. This in-
cluded both the closing of  unused businesses and 
the opening of  sought-after student organizations. 

While 50 years have brought many changes to 
the University and numerous reporters to the Ci-
gar, our mission has never changed for each story 
that we write: to give the students of  URI a voice.

PHOTO CREDIT: PHOTO CREDIT: Melissa Marchese | Melissa Marchese | Staff PhotographerStaff Photographer

PHOTO CREDIT: Morgan Maleonskie | Social Media Coordinator
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Muslim Students Association creates 
‘inclusive community’ for all 
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

The Muslim Students Association 
(MSA) at the University of  Rhode Island 
aims to provide an inclusive community 
for students of  all faiths with a focus on 
providing knowledge of  the Muslim faith 
to all of  its members. 

While the MSA focuses on educating 
people about Islam, students of  all faiths 
are invited to learn more about Muslim 
culture. The club has interactive talks, 
speakers, weekly meetings and group 
events where students can interact with 
one another on campus. 

Neelam Ahmed, the president of  the 
MSA and a junior at URI, joined the or-
ganization to meet other Muslims. She 
and Vice President Mahnoor Shahzad 
work to host fun events throughout the 
year and create a comfortable atmo-
sphere for students of  all faiths to get to 
connect with one another.

“Throughout the semester, we want 
to do bonding activities,” Shazhad said. 
“We’re planning on going bowling, going 
on a hike, going to the beach and going 
to dinner one night all together. We also 
have a banquet scheduled for Oct. 30 and 
that is at the end of  a week-long fundrais-
ing event called Charity Week that we’re 
participating in.”

Ahmed and Shahzad both joined the 
club during their freshman years at URI 
and decided to take their commitment a 
step further by stepping into leadership 
roles.

“I was really interested in bring-
ing everyone together and making those 
bonding events,” Shahzad said. “Also, 
I liked just making friends with more 
people who are like me from the same 
cultural background and religious back-
ground. I thought it was a great oppor-
tunity to help other Muslims coming into 
the community who were like me when I 
was a freshman, just looking for a place 
where they belong and feel like they can 
be themselves.”

The organization just had its first 
meeting of  the year last Thursday, and 
about 22 students attended. According to 
Shahzad, the club usually has around 35 
to 40 members each year.

Ahmed noted that groups like theirs 
are really important for minority groups 
to feel more comfortable on campus. 
Both leaders said that they understand 
how important it is to have a place where 
students can spend time with similar stu-
dents who understand their struggles.

“I think that it’s always really import-
ant that when you’re a minority, whether 
that be racial or religious or anything like 

that, you have a community 
that understands your strug-
gles and also a community 
that will provide the resourc-
es for you to get through 
those struggles,” Shahzad 
said.

The MSA also offers 
students a prayer room that 
students can sign up to use 
throughout their day to pray.

“When I was a freshman, 
it gave me a sense of  belong-
ing,” Ahmed said. “I went to 
a high school that was not 
very culturally diverse, so for 
the first time, I felt like I be-
longed. It was nice to be with 
other practicing Muslims, es-
pecially in a state as small as 
Rhode Island. You don’t get 
that as often,” Ahmed said.

Anyone interested in 
learning more about the 
Muslim faith and culture is 
welcome to join the weekly 
Tuesday meeting or send an 
email to MSA to learn more. 
Ahmed said that the organi-
zation opens its doors to all 
faiths and beliefs.

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021
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Kyle Standing | Staff Reporter

Former University of  Rhode Island 
distance runner and-five time Atlantic 10 
champion Trent Baltzell has his eyes set 
on big goals for the Rams. 

Baltzell assumed the head coaching 
position for the Men’s Track and Field 
and Cross Country teams in July after 
legendary coach John Copeland retired 
this summer. 

The new coach was a star athlete as 
a member of  the Rhode Island Men’s 
Track and Field team, winning five in-
dividual A-10 titles in the decathlon and 
heptathlon and breaking the school de-
cathlon record, which still stands. He also 
took home seven A-10 team titles and two 
New England team titles. 

Similar to his running career, Baltzell 
found great success after graduation as 
a coach, taking the assistant job at Di-
vision II school Assumption University, 
and getting promoted to Head Coach in 
2017. In 2019, Baltzell won Division II 
Northeast Cross Country Coach of  the 
Year after he led the women’s team to a 
Northeast Region Women’s Cross Coun-
try Championship.

After that season, Baltzell was offered 
a position as an assistant under his for-

mer coach and 25-time A-10 champion 
John Copeland. It was an easy decision 
for him to return to the school he com-
peted at. 

”I always knew I wanted to come 
back to Rhode Island,” Baltzell said. “I 
loved Assumption and would’ve stayed 
forever if  not for the offer from the school 
I ran for.”

In his relationship with one of  the 
best coaches in Rhode Island sports his-
tory, Baltzell felt it was one of  trust and 
seriousness. 

“[Copeland] and I always had a very 
professional relationship both when I 
was a player and assistant,” Baltzell said. 
“Cope always had a set of  guys that he 
really put his trust in, and I always felt 
like I was one of  them. When someone 
with his experience puts their trust in 
you, it really helps your performance.”

When Copeland finally decided to 
hang up the coach’s whistle, Baltzell was 
in a position to assume the role and was 
given the job. Being the successor to such 
a successful coach, Baltzell knows he has 
big shoes to fill already. 

“It is obviously a huge honor to be 
the one to come after [Copeland], and it 
will be a massive challenge for me,” Balt-
zell said. “I know how important it is for 
me to do this job well and invest as much 

into it as Cope did.”
While he is aware of  the task ahead 

of  him, Baltzell has aspirations of  win-
ning even more than his predecessor did. 

“We have won a lot of  titles in the 
Atlantic 10 and in the New Englands, but 
I have always felt that this program can 
go even further and win NCAA titles,” 
he said.

His first step toward that large goal 
was hiring Brian Doyle, a coach at fel-
low A-10 school Davidson College with a 
background in distance running. Baltzell 
feels this move will make the team more 
well-rounded and in the hunt for more 
team-wide titles in big meets.

Senior Captain Eric Zulkofske is 
excited about the new era in URI track 
and field and feels there are qualities that 
Baltzell offers that not even the legendary 
Copeland could. 

“He has that experience. We know 
he’s been there and we know he 
knows the challenges of  being a 
student-athlete,” Zulkofske said. 
“When you can relate to your 
players, it creates a special bond 
that I don’t think we had with 
Copeland as great as he was.”

Zulkofske also pointed out 
that the bonds Baltzell has 
formed have created a great 

vibe among the team. That positive ener-
gy led to a third place finish at the Nas-
saney Invitational, finishing only behind 
Brown and Northeastern. 

Baltzell and his squad will look to 
continue to build on good results and 
positive energy and make Rhode Island 
a top program nationally.

After an illustrious career at Rhody, Trent Baltzell is now 
tasked at continuing the legacy that his predecessor John 

Copeland started. PHOTO CREDIT: gorhody.com

Neelam Ahmed (pictured) and Mahnoor Shahzad look to welcome more in the Muslim 
Students Association. PHOTO CREDIT: Hannah Charron | Contributing Photographer 



First fall music convocation 
features faculty performances
David Broccoli | Contributing Reporter

On Sept. 17, five University 
of  Rhode Island faculty members 
stepped onto the stage in the Fine 
Arts Center Concert Hall for the 
first music convocation of  the se-
mester to perform selected pieces.

The convocation featured 
four pieces, two of  them being 
solo performances, and the other 
two being collaborations. Each 
performance featured a new in-
strument and a new sound that 
was very unique and calming to 
hear.

The first piece, “Three From 
the King” was performed and 
composed by Kyle Forsthoff, an 
artist/teacher in classical percus-
sion on the snare drum. The piece 
was very fast-paced and upbeat, 
and the sound filled the entire 
concert hall, yet his hands looked 
as if  they were hardly moving. 
Forsthoff’s movements were quick 
and fluid-like, making his perfor-
mance a very fun and exciting 
one. 

The second piece was per-
formed by Manabu Takasawa, 
a professor of  music/teacher in 
classical piano. Takasawa’s piece 
that he performed was “Etude in 
E major, Op 10 #3,” by Frédéric 
Chopin. This piece was very slow-
paced and gentle in the beginning, 
producing a feeling of  peace and 
tranquility. Then, the song builds 
and builds, and becomes more 
intense with Takasawa’s move-
ments quickening, then slowly 
dies down, becoming tranquil and 
soft once again.

Takasawa said that he was 
a bit nervous to perform live on-
stage but the audience put him at 
ease, and seeing all the students 
and faculty members watch and 
enjoy the show made him feel so 
happy. He added that he chose 
the Chopin work as he has known 
and loved it since he was a child, 
meaning it was easy for him to 
perform, and did not take much 
time to prepare.

Assistant Professor of  music/
teacher in jazz trombone Emmett 
Goods, lecturer in collaborative 
piano David Gilliand and Forst-
hoff collaborated for “Two Latin 
Dances for Trombone and Pia-
no” by Lauren Bernofsky. Goods 
played the trombone, Gilliand 

played the piano and Forsthoff 
played a sitting drum. This piece 
was also very slow-paced in the 
beginning, yet it was not soft nor 
intense. They all paused for no 
longer than 10 seconds in the mid-
dle before starting back up again. 
This time, Gilliand came in very 
strong with the piano, to which 
Goods and Forsthoff matched his 
energy. 

The final piece was per-
formed by Allison Parramore, an 
artist/teacher in flute, with Gil-
liand again accompanying on pi-
ano. The piece, titled “Notturno 
in G major for flute and piano, 
OP. 133” by Salomon Jadassohn, 
was started off by Gilliand, with 
the tone automatically soft and 
cheery. Then, Parramore comes 
in with the flute, which sounds 
so soft and flowy, like a woodland 
fairytale tune. A perfect piece to 
end on and wrap up the convoca-
tion.

Freshman Samia Nash last 
saw a convocation performance at 
URI when she was in 6th grade 
and said it was amazing to see a 
live performance like this again. 
Her favorite performance was the 
collaboration by Goods, Gilliand 
and Forsthoff. She said that it was 
very interesting to hear a trom-
bone with that piece, and all to-
gether it was outstanding.

Two sophomore students who 
both have upcoming convocation 

performances on Dec. 10 talk-
ed about their personal feelings 
about their own performances. 

“I’m mostly nervous because 
I’m working on a piece that is a 
totally different genre than what 
I’m used to,” music education 
major Autumn Casey said. “I ba-
sically have to develop a whole 
new tonality by performing jazz 
when I was classically trained.”

The piece is titled “Sonati-
na,” by Sir Malcolm Arnold, and 
she will be performing it on the 
clarinet. 

Sam Shriner, music therapy 
major, agreed in being nervous 
and excited at the same time.

“I’m nervous because it’s a 
performance in front of  the whole 
music program, but I’m excited 
because it’s like a landmark and 
an achievement,” Shriner said. 
“You get to show off in front of  
your peers and professors.”

Shriner has narrowed down 
her final pick to three pieces for 
her performance, and has plen-
ty of  time to decide which one 
to perform. The three pieces 
she has to choose from are “The 
Lark,” by Ralph Vaughan Wil-
liams, Mozart’s “Piano Concerto 
K491” and “Ballade Op 23 #1,” 
by Frédéric Chopin. 

The next music convocation 
will be held Friday at 1 p.m. in the 
Fine Arts Center Concert Hall.
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URI Theatre to open 
2021-22 season 
with live audience
Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter 

Last week, the Universi-
ty of  Rhode Island’s theatre 
department announced the 
casts for this fall semester’s 
productions, “Silent Sky” 
and “Clue.” 

The department plans for 
these performances, starting 
in October, to have a live 
in-person audience for the 
first time since the beginning 
of  the COVID-19 pandemic 
almost two years ago. 

“Silent Sky” tells the true 
story of  Henrietta Leavitt, 
a famous American astrono-
mer, and her fight for wom-
en’s rights in both STEM and 
society while working at the 
Harvard Observatory in the 
early 1900s. 

“Clue” is an onstage ad-
aptation of  the 1985 movie, 
based on the beloved board-
game created by Rhode Is-
land’s very own Hasbro Toy 
Company. 

“We usually start working 
on our next season the Janu-
ary or February of  the year 
before, so we started this se-
lection in January 2020,” Da-
vid T. Howard, professor and 
theatre department chair, 
said. “Our entire permanent 
faculty, any students who 
want to work with us and two 
student representatives will 
pick the plays and we have to 
read them all.” 

Howard said normally 
20 to 30 plays are selected 
and read before they vote 
on the final four plays for 
the season. The royalties for 
each production must also be 
available and purchased be-
fore the play selection can be 
finalised. 

“The bulk of  the plays 
the students want are usual-
ly the ones that become our 
plays, but we’re also looking 
for as diverse a group of  au-
thors as possible,” Howard 
said. “We want every play we 
put together to represent our 
community.” 

One major fact about the 

productions this year is that 
the majority are written by 
female playwrights. 

“After some research we 
found out that ‘Clue,’ our 
second play, was actually 
written by a group of  peo-
ple, but we were really excit-
ed [that] from the beginning 
that we were representing fe-
male playwrights,” Howard 
said. 

Howard and Omar 
Laguerre-Lewis, a senior the-
atre major and the president 
of  the student play selection 
committee, both said that 
“Silent Sky” was a candidate 
pre-pandemic, but was ta-
bled until this year due to the 
stipulations of  the pandemic. 

While it was proposed by 
a faculty member, it was also 
a student favorite.

“Everyone has missed 
doing live theatre,” 
Laguerre-Lewis said. “We’re 
all excited by the prospect 
of  having an audience, and 
we’re doing our best to stay 
safe to make sure it can actu-
ally happen.” 

As of  right now, URI 
Theatre plans on having au-
diences for these shows at 
full capacity with all people 
inside the theatre wearing 
masks except for the actors 
that are on stage. 

“We have very import-
ant protocols for anyone en-
tering our spaces,” Howard 
said. “We’re shooting for full 
capacity to enter the space 
and anyone coming to our 
productions at this point will 
have to be masked and show 
proof  of  vaccination or a cur-
rent negative [COVID-19] 
test. There will be tempera-
ture checks as well.” 

“Silent Sky” will be the 
first play of  the semester, 
running the weekends of  
Oct. 14 and 21, while “Clue” 
will run the weekends of  
Dec. 2 and 9. Tickets can be 
purchased through URI The-
atre on their website and at 
the box office located in the 
Fine Arts Center. 

ENTERTAINMENT

URI Theatre looks to make a return to in-person productions this fall. 
PHOTO CREDIT: URI Communications

Faculty members Emmett Goods, David Gilliland and Kyle Forsthoff performed togeth-
er at this week’s music convocation. PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor



Local movie theater to undergo major remodel
Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

All South County Cinemas, located in South Coun-
ty Commons, just a quick ride away from the University of  
Rhode Island’s campus, is about to undertake some big remod-
els, adding a little more luxury to the local spot. 

The theater recently fell under new ownership. The new 
co-owners of  the theater, Bill Dougherty and Harold Blank 
have both been in the movie theater business for a long time 
and have lots of  plans regarding what they want to bring to the 
South County theater. 

Dougherty’s interest in the theater world sparked at a very 
young age, when he was just 3 years old and his father brought 
him to the Palace Theatre in Danbury, Connecticut. After 
that, all he wanted to do was own his own movie theaters. He 
learned a lot from his dad over the years, and when he got out 
of  high school, he stuck with it and continued to build theaters. 
He built many in Connecticut and even owned the Narragan-
sett Pier Theater 25 years ago before losing the lease.  

Fast forward to this year, Dougherty saw an opportunity 
at the South County theater and felt strongly that he could 
fix it up. After a couple of  phone calls, he and Blank became 
co-owners of  the spot last month.

Dougherty has plans to bring a lot of  what he’s imple-
mented to his theater in Mystic, Connecticut over to All South 
County Cinemas. This would provide a touch of  luxury and 
make it more than just a movie theater. 

They are planning on getting new VIP reclining heated 

seats and adding wine service in the lounge for moviegoers 
prior to showings. Due to these changes, the seating size will 
go down considerably and the theater will seat just under 500 
guests.  

“We’re currently laying the groundwork and we basically 
want to make the place look and feel a lot more inviting,” said 
Rashmi Hauser, the general manager at All South County Cin-
emas. 

Dougherty hopes that all of  this work will be completed 
just after Jan. 1. 

As far as what will be playing at the theater, Dougherty said 
they plan on playing all the mainstream films, but also mix in 
the classics and different events. 

“We show all kinds of  films for each of  the demographics. 
We have family pictures, documentaries and art films. We will 
also look to bring in different events like Metropolitan Operas, 
concert films and classical films,” Dougherty said. “There will 
also be a theater that guests can rent out for an event like the 
Super Bowl or they can bring their own Blu-ray and watch the 
movie with their friends and family.”   

Dougherty’s goal is to give it back to the community and 
provide a place for guests to enjoy entertainment. He believes 
that the area deserves a great theater and that is what he has 
been working to provide. He is excited to be back in Rhode Is-
land and continue his dream of  operating great movie theaters. 

“I own the seats, the screens, the projector, the popcorn 
machine,” Dougherty said. “The landlord owns the building, 
but the theater belongs to the community and we are going to 
give the theater back to the community.”
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Markings, Meanings, Everything 
in Between: Students tell the 
stories of their tattoos, part 14

Dasha Albee | Contributing Reporter

I’ve heard “tattoos are like potato chips, 
you can’t just have one.” I agree. Once you 
get one, you can’t stop and you’re already 
thinking about your next one. 

Tattoos allow you to express yourself  
and basically create art on your body, which 
is awesome. Whether you get a tattoo for fun, 
to match a friend or to represent your pas-
sion, anyone can rock a tattoo in style. Special 
respect goes out to people who can commit 
and get a huge tattoo on their back or chest; 
I could never. 

I personally have one tattoo of  a small 
black airplane on my right wrist and it means 
a lot to me. It not only signifies the connec-
tion between my two homes (I am from Saint 
Petersburg, Russia) but also the biggest fear I 
had to overcome. I love learning about peo-
ple’s tattoos and the meanings and stories be-
hind them, so I walked around campus and 
looked for people with cool tattoos. 

One that caught my eye was from a 
young man named Caleb Racine. He is a 
freshman engineering major with an awe-
some tattoo on his right forearm. Racine’s 
tattoo consists of  three trees extending from 
three triangles. The tree in the middle ap-
pears to be alive while the ones on the sides 
of  it look dead. 

Being an engineering major, Racine told 
me “triangles are the most supportive shape 
in engineering,” which I personally didn’t 
know before and thought was a pretty fun 
fact. 

We can also see how the tree in the mid-
dle has extended its roots to the middle tri-
angle and the ones on the sides haven’t. The 
roots signify reaching out for support and re-
sources, also known as the supportive triangle 
shape. 

“The tree in the middle has reached out 
for help, allowing it to stay alive, whereas the 
ones on the sides still need to reach out their 

roots to come back to life,” Racine said.  
Much as Racine had to reach out for 

help, the trees on the sides needed to do as 
well. I thought this tattoo was absolutely 
amazing and I loved the meaning behind it. 
I completely agree with Racine that, when 
in need, reaching out for support can impact 
you in a very positive way and having some-
one to talk to is always very comforting. 

As a psychology major, I am always very 
happy to hear when people have a support 
system or someone they can turn to in hard 
times, so Caleb’s story made me very happy. 
This tattoo is a perfect representation of  the 
outcomes of  that support. Especially now, as 
we’re still in a pandemic and trying to tran-
sition our lives back into work and school 
mode. It is difficult and can be very hard on 
the mind and body, so reaching out is always 
important and can help make your life just 
a little less stressful. Much like Caleb’s tattoo, 
we can learn to reach out for help or for a 
friend and be just like the tree in the middle! 
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Musician’s Guild brings local 
bands to Memorial Union
Spenser Bartsch | Contributing Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island’s 
Musician’s Guild welcomed the new 
school year with their first concert of  the 
semester last Friday when three bands 
from Providence took the stage in the 
Memorial Union Ballroom. 

The opening acts, the Benjis and 
U.G.L.Y., played for about 30 minutes 
apiece, after which the headliner, Math 
the Band, played for nearly an hour.

“Tonight it’s more of, like, a pop 
punk show. I think it’s gonna be cool 
because it’s got that vibe of  like getting 
back to school and stuff  like that,” said 
Cameron Hart, one of  the seniors run-
ning the Guild this year. “I’d say it’s usu-
ally, like 90 percent of  the time, indie 
rock or punk rock bands. We do have the 
outlier, but I do like how we have a lot of  
variety. We ran a pretty heavy, hardcore 
show two years ago, when we could run 
shows. And that’s fun because we get a 
different crowd there.”

According to their group descrip-
tion on the URI student organizations 
website, the Musician’s Guild “aims to 
support music in all forms by providing 
local musicians an open venue to per-
form for the student body and commu-
nity of  Rhode Island.”

Hart described their concerts as 
DIY, or do-it-yourself  concerts held any-
where in the Union. While events are 
usually held in the atrium, it’s currently 
being used as a COVID-19 testing site, 
hence the use of  the ballroom.

“Usually, it’s just local bands, but we 
like to have some national bands, like 
once or twice a year,” Hart said. “Once 
a month, we mainly like to run one big 
show, and then we like to sprinkle in 
open mics in between those.”

Jack Petit, lead singer of  U.G.L.Y., 
summarized the vibe of  the concert very 
succinctly. 

“We’re all playing the music that we 

like to play and not caring about what 
anybody thinks,” Petit said.

Membership in the Guild isn’t just a 
matter of  helping set up events though, 
according to Hart. The members vote 
on who they want to perform through a 
yearly poll, which he believes is the main 
draw to the organization.

Being devoted to music, the group 
takes the responsibility of  selecting 
bands very seriously. 

“These are all bands that perform 
their own original material,” Hart said. 
“It’s kind of  a rule, we don’t like cover 
bands playing. It’s just kinda not the en-
vironment that we want.”

Liam Drumm has been with the 
Guild for the past couple years and add-
ed that they try not to have the same 
band play more than once in a year to 
get variety in performers.

If  you’re interested in music or gig-
ging, the Musician’s Guild offers unique 
opportunities to build experience. 

“It’s a lot of  practical skills, right?” 
senior Guild member Matt Tyler said. 
“Because what you’re doing in there, 
you’re setting up audio, you’re network-
ing with bands, you’re setting up, orga-
nizing events; and so, if  you’re a fresh-
man, if  you wanna learn, you’re into 
music and stuff, you can learn a lot. So 
it’s pretty cool.”

And if  you’re looking to jam, the 
Musician’s Guild’s room in the basement 
of  the Union is the spot you’re seeking.

“The Guild owns a drum kit,” 
Drumm said. “It’s kind of  garbage, but 
it’s ours.”

Each of  the bands’ most recent 
releases, the Benjis’ single “Battery,” 
U.G.L.Y.’s LP “Goons Live Young” and 
Math the Band’s record “Flange Facto-
ry Five,” can be streamed on your music 
platform of  choice right now. 

If  joining the Guild sounds up your 
alley, meetings are Thursdays at 8:00 
p.m. in Memorial Union Room 124.

 New management takes over South County movie theater with plans 
to implement several changes for the new year. 
PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark: Staff Photographer

 Whether it’s for fun or to represent a passion, tattoos 
are a powerful way to express oneself. 

PHOTO CREDIT: Dasha Albee | Contributing Reporter
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Main Gallery features new display of 
surreal landscape paintings

ENTERTAINMENT

Lee Sheridan | Contributing Reporter

On Sept. 14, the University 
of  Rhode Island’s Main Gallery 
in the Fine Arts Center reopened 
to display the surreal landscape 
paintings of  local artist Leigh Tar-
entino titled “Shade Garden: New 
Paintings.”

URI’s new gallery director 
Rebecca Levitan expressed excite-
ment about the gallery opening its 
doors to the public once more. 

“We’re just really excited to 
have more physical exhibitions,” 
Levitan said. “COVID has not 
been great for experiencing live 
art.” 

This particular experience 
was arranged by former galley 
director Ben Anderson and the 
painter herself. Tarentino is a pro-
fessor of  the visual arts at Brown 
University and her work focuses 
mainly on landscapes, but not in 
the traditional manner commonly 
associated with the genre. Tarenti-
no’s paintings play with the expec-
tations of  space, texture and color 
to create otherworldly images on 
the canvas.

In the description of  the ex-
hibit, which collects a number 
of  Tarentino’s paintings created 
over the past three years, the art-
ist describes the places seen in the 
images as a “reconfiguring of  the 
built landscape.” The locations 
are based upon memory or even 
imagination rather than being 
a fastidious recreation of  a real 
place.

Tarentino said that the histor-
ical definition of  the sublime — a 
philosophical ideal regarding the 
emotions evoked by art — is im-
portant, and yet also ambivalent, 
in regards to her work. She writes 
in the exhibit’s description that 
the pieces are meant to evoke the 
pleasure and freedom of  a quick 
sketchbook drawing, and capture 

the feeling of  this fleeting visu-
al perception that may bend the 
rules in its brevity. 

“It’s exciting to me as a paint-
er as well,” Levitan said. “[Tar-
entino] is very much a painter’s 
painter. A lot of  her work centers 
on the surfaces and the traditions 
of  painting, especially in regards 
to landscape painting.”

To create these “gardens,” 
Tarentino utilized oil paint on lin-
en canvas. Being able to see the 
paintings in their physical form 
certainly makes a difference, as 
the layering of  the paint on the 
canvas adds to the unique visual 
representation of  their natural 
scenes. Many of  the paintings 
show clear landscapes, such as the 
rolling hills of  “Alikeness” or the 
rising stone spires of  “The Fes-
tival of  the Archers.” However, 
others are far more ambiguous in 
what exactly they are represent-
ing, such as the sunny shapes of  
“After” and the sanguine hues of  
“Mica.” These paintings evoke a 
sensation of  the uncanny valley 
in the viewer, where the mind can 
almost recognize a landscape but 
cannot quite pin down what it is 
looking at. The sensation is much 
like waking up from a dream you 
know you had, but just can’t quite 
remember.

Tarentino’s paintings will be 
on display in URI’s Main Gal-
lery at the Fine Arts Center until 
Oct. 14, where they can be viewed 
Monday through Thursday from 
12-4 p.m. The art department en-
courages students of  all disciplines 
to come and engage with the ex-
hibitions. 

“The gallery is definitely 
mostly something that the art stu-
dents tend to know about,” Lev-
itan said. “It’d be exciting to see 
other departments and others get 
involved.”

Verity, oil on canvas, 12” x 14”, 2019Verity, oil on canvas, 12” x 14”, 2019

 The Fine Arts Center opened its doors to a new gallery featuring some of Leigh Tarenti-
no’s oil paintings of surreal landscapes. PHOTO CREDIT: Susan Sancomb | Compositor

Dandelion, oil on linen, 50” x 60”, 2021Dandelion, oil on linen, 50” x 60”, 2021

Tapestry, oil on linen, 52” x 60”, 2021Tapestry, oil on linen, 52” x 60”, 2021

Alikeness, oil on linen, 34” x 40”, 2018Alikeness, oil on linen, 34” x 40”, 2018
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Festivals are back -- is it too soon?

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021
OPINION

Nisha Kakwani | Contributing Reporter

When I first saw Full Moon Meditation on the list of  
University of  Rhode Island O-Week events, I was intrigued. 
As a certified yoga instructor, I teach and practice medita-
tion on a daily basis, but have not once heard of  “Full Moon 
Meditation.” My inner yogi was curious and fascinated 
by this event, so, of  course, I signed up. 

Let me just say, the class was so much 
more than I expected it to be. In my head, 
I thought full moon meditation meant sit-
ting in the dark in the freezing cold, star-
ing at the full moon. Sounds silly, right? 
But it was actually the complete oppo-
site. Meditating under the moon and 
stars actually helped me focus better 
and allowed me to fall into a complete 
state of  relaxation. 

First off, walking to and actually 
finding the class was definitely a strug-
gle. Because it was so dark, I couldn’t see 
or hear anyone, so my first thought was that 
the class was canceled. However, I was deter-
mined to experience my first full moon medita-
tion, so I kept walking and eventually saw a large group 
of  people sitting in the center of  the quad. Relieved that I 
made it there, I rolled out my yoga mat, sat down and waited 
for the class to begin. 

Jošquin Malone, a senior at the University of  Rhode Is-
land and meditation instructor for URI Campus Recreation, 

started the class with an alternate nostril breathing exercise. 
This exercise is also known as nadi shodhana pranayama in 
Sanskrit, and is proven to reduce stress and anxiety, relax the 
mind and body, boost concentration and help prepare for 
meditation. After practicing this exercise for five minutes, 
Malone instructed us to get into a comfortable position, ei-

ther sitting up or laying down on our mats. 
To get the full experience, I practiced 
meditation in both postures. 

I spent the first half  of  the 
class laying down on my mat, 

gazing at the stars and focus-
ing on clearing my mind. I 
was truly amazed by the 
beautiful sky that I was 
staring at, and how much 
it helped me become 
aware of  my thoughts and 
meditation practice. After 

about 20 minutes, I transi-
tioned into a seated position 

and closed my eyes, occasion-
ally fluttering them open to find 

the full moon, which to my disap-
pointment was covered by the trees. 

Eventually, we all came into a seated position 
as Malone guided us through a deep breathing exercise to 
end the class.

So, what makes full moon meditation better than regu-
lar meditation? 

“There is this general idea within meditation and Pagan 
communities that the full moon is this divine feminine en-
ergy that you are inviting into your body,” Malone said, “It 
allows you to be in touch with your emotions and who you 
are as a person, as well as heal from trauma.” 

Malone added that the full moon provides him with 
routine, because if  he ever falls out of  his meditation rou-
tine, he can restart it with the next full moon and go outside, 
listen to nature and admire the moon.

“I really love looking at the stars; it reminds me that a lot 
of  my issues are very insignificant and small, and that kind 
of  calms me,” Malone said.

Personally, I enjoyed practicing full moon meditation. 
As a certified yoga instructor, I always prefer to teach my 
yoga and meditation classes outdoors so that my students 
are able to connect with nature and the environment around 
them. Being in an outdoor setting, listening to the crickets 
chirping, looking at the starry sky illuminated by the full 
moon and feeling the cool breeze all helped me meditate 
better.

One thing I thought could make the class better was if  
it started at a later time. The full moon wasn’t visible at any 
point throughout the class because it was hidden behind the 
trees. Thus,  if  the class had started just a half  an hour later, 
we would have been able to better utilize the full moon in 
our meditation practice. 

Full Moon Meditation on the Quad will take place on 
every full moon. Bring a yoga mat, jacket and mindfulness 
for a relaxing meditation class under the moon and stars!

PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

In mid-May, summer had just begun and I had just 
been fully-vaccinated. So, over a year into the pandemic, 
I was fully ready and aching to return to live entertain-
ment. I happily and eagerly booked tickets to the 2021 
Made In America (MIA) Festival to be held in Philadel-
phia over Labor Day weekend. If  I had known what the 
current state of  the country would’ve looked like a few 
months in advance, I probably wouldn’t have bought 
those tickets.

I had been on social media when I saw that Doja 
Cat and Megan Thee Stallion would be performing at 
a festival headlined by Lil Baby and Justin Bieber. One 
of  my best friends and I are huge fans of  Doja and Meg, 
and it just so happened to be that the festival would start 
the day after her birthday. She convinced her parents 
that it would be the perfect birthday gift for her and her 
cousin to travel from their home in North Carolina to 
Philadelphia to attend the festival with me. Everything 
felt like it happened so quickly, and soon we’d bought 
tickets, flights had been booked, road trips were being 
planned and we were set to make a grand return to live 
entertainment to see some of  our favorite performers.

The festival took place in Philadelphia on a Satur-
day and Sunday. I started Friday morning on an airplane 
taking me from Phoenix to John F. Kennedy Airport and 
ended Monday night moving into my new off-campus 
house in Narragansett in preparation for the start of  
classes that Wednesday.

Everything had been so carefully planned around 
this two-day festival, so even though COVID-19 cas-
es started rising and this new variant was being talked 
about, I carried through with my plans.

On Aug. 11, to comply with the city of  Philadelphia’s 

mask mandates, MIA and Front Gate Tickets announced 
that they’d be partnering with the CLEAR app that re-
quired all attendees to have health passes registered with 
the app. In order to enter the gates, you had to have up-
loaded proof  of  vaccination or a negative COVID-19 
test result obtained within 48 hours prior to the event. 
You also had to be wearing a mask.

I immediately felt much more comfortable about at-
tending and was relieved to know that I would be around 
people who were taking the same safety precautions as 
myself, or at least would be forced to for that one week-
end.

By the time Sept. 4 rolled around and I was walking 
through the streets of  Philadelphia, headed towards Ben-
jamin Franklin Parkway — which thankfully managed 
to escape Hurricane Ida’s flooding — I felt a familiar 
mix of  excitement and nerves. After a long wait, I would 
finally be in the audience for a major live entertainment 
event, but was it too soon?

After being let into the festival’s gates, I realized that 
the majority of  people took their masks off the second 
they’d passed the security checks, and nobody was stop-
ping them from doing so. When you have about 50,000 
people in an outdoor space, I’m sure it’s hard to regulate 
mask use, but it felt a bit like false advertising to someone 
like myself  who was doing everything I could to keep my-
self  and others safe. I had, apparently wrongly, assumed 
that everyone else would be doing the same per the festi-
val’s stated guidelines.

Outside of  the health checks at the entrance and a 
relatively small number of  people walking around with 
their masks on, it seemed as if  there was hardly a differ-
ence between attending a festival during a pandemic and 
a pre-pandemic festival.

I got to see some amazing performances from artists 
like Doja, Meg, Tinashe, Kehlani and more, but through-

out, I felt as though I couldn’t fully enjoy them, worried 
about the possibility of  me contracting COVID-19 when 
I knew I’d be around my roommates, family and larger 
groups of  people when I returned to campus in the com-
ing days. 

There was this sense of  guilt, even though I was 
clearly taking more precautions than those around me. It 
just affirmed for me that, at least mentally, I’m not ready 
to immerse myself  into these large events that I would 
have considered normal pre-pandemic, and that’s okay. 
It’s also okay that others may feel differently. 

I almost immediately got tested at the Memorial 
Union once I moved into my off-campus house, and have 
been regularly tested since; all of  my results have come 
back negative. I’m unaware of  whether it was spread 
to and from attendees who were unmasked, but I can’t 
imagine that with the highly contagious delta variant, 
there wasn’t a rise in positive cases amongst them.

I don’t think festivals and big events like this are go-
ing to stop anytime soon, so to anyone who has tickets 
lined up or is looking to purchase them, please stay safe 
and follow the guidelines put in place.

PHOTO CREDIT: visitphilly.com



Volleyball sweeps the 
UNH/Merrimack Tournament 
Paige Messier | Contributing Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Island Volleyball 
team put together another impressive weekend at 
the UNH/Merrimack Tournament, winning all 
three of  their games to move to 8-7 this season. 

With these wins, the team has now aced six of  
their last seven matches.  

The Rams’ weekend began at Merrimack’s 
playhouse, Hammel Court. The two teams met 
six days prior at the URI Alumni Weekend Invi-
tational where the Rams won 3-0. 

It was more of  the same Friday night when 
the Rams swept Merrimack 3-0. Their defense 
was spectacular throughout the match with se-
niors Ella Ratzloff  and Abby Fillion and junior 
Claire Wagner recording double digit digs. Grad-
uate transfer Jamie Smith also had a match-high 
11 kills and senior outside hitter Gabrielle Shil-
ling followed closely behind with 10 kills, despite 
dealing with a shoulder injury during the match. 

“Offensively, I didn’t play as big of  a role as 
the weekend prior.” Shilling said. “As a team, we 
did a great job of  spreading out our offense. A lot 
of  people stepped up.” 

An interesting part about this tournament 
was that the games were played at two separate 
venues just an hour apart. 

“It’s definitely been a grind,” Shilling said. 
“We played at Merrimack on Friday, then we had 
to get on a bus to New Hampshire. It’s a lot of  
travel.”

Moving to New Hampshire’s Lundholm 
Gymnasium on Saturday morning for the final 
leg of  the tournament, URI swept Morgan State 
3-0. Libero Ratzloff  reached a career milestone 
during the match, becoming the program’s all-

time leader in digs. Sophomore Brynne Wright 
was also a threat around the net, finishing with 
10 kills. 

“[Wright is] really adapting to the stud men-
tality,” Rhode Island Volleyball Coach Angel Agu 
said. “She’s that one go-to player that you know 
when she’s getting the ball, she’s getting the kill. 
She did an incredible job.” 

The Rams finished the weekend with a 3-1 
victory against New Hampshire. The offense was 
on fire throughout the match with Wagner re-
cording 17 kills and two service aces and Smith 
finishing close behind her with 16 kills. Atlantic 
10 Rookie of  the Week Grace Hammond also had 
a career-high 44 assists. 

After their first dropped set of  the tourna-
ment, Agu reminded the Rams to keep on playing 
and focus on one point at a time. 

“I was telling them that they have to be pres-
ent in each point and focusing on your role and 
what you need to do, then the game will take care 
of  itself.” Agu said. “It was after that point that 
they had a clear shift in their play and they did 
win 25-9 which was pretty cool.”

The team now looks to flip the page to con-
ference play, where they will open up against Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, the same team 
that ended their season five months ago. Agu’s 
main focus for Saturday is winning the serve and 
pass game, ball control and making positive plays. 

 Before the season started, Agu asked her 
players what they wanted their team to be known 
as. The Rams responded, “to be the team every-
one wants to be a part of, but no one wants to 
play. That team that is always ready and always 
on the fight.” With every game meaning more, 
going forward, the Rams hope to show that men-
tality to the rest of  the conference. 
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Early goal leads 
women’s soccer to 
first conference win

Zach Austin | Staff Reporter 

The University of  Rhode Island Women’s Soccer team struck 
early in their first action of  Atlantic 10 play, coming out on top with 
a 1-0 win against the Davidson Wildcats.

The Rams are now winners of  two of  their last three games, 
bringing their overall record to 2-4-1 through seven games on the 
season.

Junior Tali O’Leary scored the lone goal in the second minute of  
the contest, immediately swinging the momentum in Rhody’s favor. 
The Boca Raton, Florida native, who now leads the team with two 
goals this season, was assisted on the play by junior Brooke Cavino.

“You can’t really get a better start than that, especially in your 
first conference game,” Head Coach Megan Jessee said. “Getting 
that goal early just gave us another level of  confidence to play with 
for the rest of  the game.”

O’Leary is one of  three players with a goal this season for Rhode 
Island, along with Cavino and junior defender Allison Mogauro. 

URI lost O’Leary to injury for the remainder of  the game short-
ly after her goal, but the Rams continued to maintain control, taking 
advantage of  their depth in her absence.

“We’re really fortunate where if  someone does get injured or 
someone can’t perform, we have people that can go in and keep the 
intensity up,” senior midfielder Rebecca D’Anna said, who saw 73 
minutes of  action against the Wildcats. 

Rhody saw extended play from a number of  players in O’Leary’s 
place, including sophomores Alyssa Fleming and Sam Hagerty. Both 
players saw their first college action in the fall after playing an ab-
breviated schedule in the spring.

The Rams also stifled the Wildcats defensively, allowing just 
three total shots on the day. Their play on defense has been a bright 
spot for the team this season, shutting out their opponents in both 
victories, 

“The fact that we were able to actually keep Davidson without 
a shot on goal for the whole game is a great accomplishment for this 
group,” Jessee said. “It was a commitment from a team to defend, 
from forwards all the way back.”

Rhody was missing a number of  players on defense due to inju-
ry, including sophomore Jordyn Allen, who had started the last three 
games for the Rams. 

Offensively, sophomore midfielder Tess O’Connell led the team 
in shots with two. O’Connell joined O’Leary as the only Ram with 
a shot on goal against Davidson.

A few points of  emphasis for Coach Jessee’s squad going into 
their next game include winning the possession battle and not letting 
up despite their recent success. 

“Davidson’s a great start, but it’s just a start,” she said. “The 
mentality piece is huge for us going into the George Washington 
game.”

Rhode Island continues A-10 play on Thursday with a home 
matchup against George Washington. GW currently sports a 0-7-2 
record and is sitting on a six-game losing streak following a 3-2 dou-
ble overtime loss to VCU on Sunday. Kick off is scheduled for 3 p.m. 
and the game will be streamed on ESPN+. 

SPORTS

Senior Libero, Ella Ratzloff, became the program’s all-time leader in digs this past weekend. PHOTO CREDIT: GoRhody.com

Freshman forward Tierra Garniss takes on Davidson defender Sam Cascio during 
Sunday’s win. PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor



Bear down! Rams stomp Brown to capture Governor’s Cup
Aniekan Okon | Sports Editor

The University of  Rhode Island Football team is off to 
its best start in 16 years after defeating in-state rival Brown 
University 45-24, capturing their third straight Governor’s 
Cup trophy. 

“It was a huge Governor’s Cup win,” Rhode Island Foot-
ball Head Coach Jim Fleming said after the win Saturday. “It 
can’t go unrecognized. That was a tough football game, and 
then we were able to get some things going our way in the 
second half.” 

Brown, playing its first game in 665 days on a newly-in-
stalled turf  field, had extra motivation to retake a trophy that 
hadn’t been theirs since 2017. 

On their opening possession, the Bears moved down the 
field and scored on a touchdown pass from quarterback E.J. 
Perry to receiver Hayes Sutton to take their only lead of  the 
afternoon. 

Rhody responded immediately with a quick drive that 
was sparked by a 41-yard reception to receiver Ivory Frim-
pong from quarterback Kasim Hill. Two plays later, Hill 
found running back Justice Antrum on a wheel route, and he 
would do the rest, taking the 35-yard catch and run to the 
house to tie the ball game. That score was the first of  17-un-
answered points that the Rams put on the board before the 
first quarter ended. 

Brown managed to get within a field goal before halftime 
after running back Allen Smith rushed for a three-yard score, 
capping an impressive 15-play, 83-yard drive that took just 
under six minutes. 

All hope of  a Brown comeback left the stadium after the 
Rams came out of  the locker room and outscored the Bears 
21-0 in the third quarter and forced two takeaways––the first 
occurring on the very first play of  the quarter when defensive 
back Antonio Carter II recovered a fumble forced by safety 
Henry Yianakopolos. At Brown’s 34-yard line, Hill took the 
offense down the field in six plays and tossed his second touch-
down pass of  the afternoon to tight end Caleb Warren. 

Later in the quarter, Hill called his own number and 
scored at the goal line and receiver Matt Pires scored on a 
80-yard dash down the right sideline to give the Rams a 38-14 
lead heading into the fourth quarter. 

Brown found some sort of  offensive rhythm in the fourth, 

converting a field goal early and driving down to the URI 
six-yard line on their next possession, but Rhody added insult 
to injury with an 100-yard interception return from Jordan 
Jones––leaving no doubt that the Rams were deserving of  the 
day’s ultimate prize. 

After the game, Rhode Island Gov. Dan McKee joined 
Coach Fleming and the team on the field to present them the 
Governor’s Cup trophy. 

“It’s my first game in the rivalry, ‘’ Hill said after putting 
up a career-high 351 yards and four total touchdowns. “For 
a lot of  people in the state, it means a lot, so I just wanted 
to come out here and experience it with the team. And for 
the people that this was their last game, I definitely wanted to 
send them off the right way.”

The victory also gives the Rams the unofficial state title as 
they defeated Bryant earlier this month.

“We’re state champs,’’ Caleb Warren said. “We have the 
Governor’s Cup, and we’re going to go back and celebrate. 
It’s unbelievable.”

Despite the loss, Brown dominated every major statistical 
category, putting up more plays, yards, first downs and pos-
sessing the ball longer than the Rams. 

“I can’t go out without saying, I thought that was a really 
well managed game by [Brown coach James Perry],” Fleming 
said. “[They] had the ball for 36 minutes and really ground it 
out on our defense.” 

After the game, Hill was named this week’s CAA Co-Of-
fensive Player of  the Week and given the New England Foot-
ball Writer’s Association Gold Helmet Award.  

The Rams will enjoy the week off before returning to ac-
tion on Oct. 2 for an already-sold-out Homecoming Game 
against Stony Brook. Kick off is scheduled for noon. 

The team celebrates their Governor’s Cup trophy win with Gov. Dan McKee (top right) and URI President Marc Parlange (bottom right). 
PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Photo Editor
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Men’s soccer knock off nationally-ranked VCU, 
fall to Albany in 2OT
Zach Austin | Staff Reporter

The University of  Rhode Island 
brought each of  their last two games to 
double overtime, coming out on top 2-1 
against Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty on Saturday before suffering a 3-2 loss in 
Tuesday’s matchup at Albany.

 The Rams now own a 5-2-1 record 
through eight games, as their streak of  six 
straight unbeaten games comes to an end. 

Freshman forward Isak Oystese had 
the finishing score for Rhody in the 100th 
minute of  play against No. 22 VCU, giving 
them a win in their first Atlantic 10 contest 
of  the season.

Both teams started out slow in the first 
half, with neither group able to get much 
of  an offensive push. Slowing down VCU’s 
scoring attack was a big focus for Head 
Coach Gareth Elliott’s squad going into 
this game. 

“Our plan was more of  the start to set 
them off; they’re a quality team,” Elliott 
said. “We were just going to stay compact 
defensively, and I think we have enough 
offensive firepower on the team to always 
create some chances to possibly score.” 

URI’s offense did just that to start off 
the second half, recording three more shots 
on goal in just the first five minutes of  play. 

Rhody struck first in the 63rd min-
ute, when junior forward Rafa Villanueva 

found the net off the first corner kick op-
portunity of  the game. 

The Rams maintained the lead un-
til the 77th minute, when VCU answered 
with a goal of  
their own. URI 
found them-
selves out of  po-
sition and fresh-
man midfielder 
Damien Gal-
lagos took ad-
vantage of  the 
miscue, scoring 
his second goal 
of  the season. 

S t a n d o u t 
Celio Pompeo, 
who leads the 
team in scor-
ing with three 
goals and eight 
points, was held 
in check by 
URI to this point. VCU soon had to adjust 
to playing without the star midfielder, as a 
red card in the very next minute brought 
his night to an end. 

“He’s a fantastic player; one of  the best 
players in the league this year,” Elliott said. 
“Anytime a player like that goes out of  the 
game and gets a team down to 10 men, it’s 
going to be tough for them.”

Elliott referred back to a similar situa-

tion back in their 1-1 tie against Providence 
College on Sept. 6, when the Friars went 
down to 10 men late after a red card. He 
noted the experience from that matchup 

was valuable 
for his team in 
this situation.

The game 
went into over-
time, with nei-
ther team able 
to score again 
in regulation. 
After 10 more 
minutes with-
out a goal for 
either squad, 
the contest was 
finally decided 
after just over 
100 minutes of  
play.

 Oystese 
snuck the ball 

between two defenders and pushed to-
wards the goal, sinking it into the net just 
out of  the reach of  VCU goalkeeper Mario 
Sequiera.

 “I don’t remember [what happened],” 
Oystese said on the final sequence of  the 
game. “It was a fantastic feeling.” 

This week, the team appeared in the 
national rankings for the first time this sea-
son, checking in at No. 20 on TopDraw-

erSoccer’s latest poll. Agyemang was also 
recognized as this week’s A-10 Player of  the 
Week and earned a spot on both TopDraw-
erSoccer and College Soccer News nation-
al teams of  the week. Oystese also nabbed 
his third consecutive A-10 Rookie of  the 
Week award. 

Rhody’s matchup against Albany on 
Tuesday saw a hot start from both teams, 
as the Rams and Great Danes each found 
the back of  the net within the first 8 min-
utes of  the game. 

Albany took a 2-1 lead before halftime 
when freshman Ricardo Rego took advan-
tage of  an Ram defense that was out of  
position. Hugo Guerra, playing his former 
team, tied the game again in the 73rd min-
ute with his second goal of  the night. The 
game eventually went into overtime. 

The Great Danes got the winning 
score in the 105th minute when senior Aus-
tin DaSilva caught the Ram defense out of  
position. The loss marks the first time that 
the team has dropped a game since their 
season opener on Aug. 26 against Hofstra.

Rhody looks to make its way back in 
the win column on the road Saturday when 
they face off against fellow A-10 opponent 
Davidson at 7 p.m. 

Graduate midfielder Edvin Akselsen 
spins off VCU midfielder Celio Pompeu 

during Saturday night’s double overtime thriller.
PHOTO CREDIT: Greg Clark | Staff Photographer
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