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NRS professors speak on
importance of Earth Day

Transgender students discuss
campus climate

Morgan Maleonskie | Contributing Reporter
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Evan McAlice | Social Media Coordinator

After weeks of fallout following the publication of an article
written by a University of Rhode
Island professor Donna Hughes
that many community members
have deemed transphobic, questions have arisen as to how transgender students feel on campus.
Many students have voiced
that the University has failed
to protect transgender students against hate speech, citing
past concerns that students in

Hughes’s classes have expressed.
“I’ve been to a few town hall
meetings and heard so many
gender and women’s studies majors and minors who have talked about their experiences in
[Hughes’s] classes,” said Shannon
Walthall, the president of URI’s
Sexuality and Gender Alliance
(SAGA). “This was known in the
department for a while, but it’s
only coming to light now, which
adds to a lot of frustrations.”
Despite this, Walthall believes
that URI has generally done a

good job of fostering a safe and
inclusive environment for trans
students. There are many resources for transgender students,
according to Walthall, including
accomodating admissions and
housing options that ensure students feel comfortable.
They also noted that many
faculty members and professors
make conscious efforts to be inclusive, such as asking for students’ preferred names and pronouns.
Continued on page 2

As we celebrate Earth Day, professors from the University of Rhode
Island’s department of natural resources science (NRS) reflected on the
importance of the day, current consumer habits and the state of the environment.
Arthur Gold, a professor and the chair of the NRS department, said
that the awareness that Earth Day generates is extremely important to all
ages. He hopes everyone from chil- dren to senior citizens learn to “think
globally, act locally.”
Though he acknowledged that taking
on global change can
be overwhelming and
at times feels “hopeless,” he encouraged
students to engage in help a s
they can and keep their spirits high.
“Whenever you’re kind of losing faith, you
can do things in local conservancies, on
your local ponds,
on your local wells,” he said. “We can make real change locally, our voices
are important.”
Gold said that he came to URI expecting to only engage in sustainable
practices due to his job, but aside from this, he has also started water-quality
testing and improvement programs on his own.
“I initiated a big program [that focuses on Rhode Island,]” he said.
“We have a citizen science program dealing with volunteer water quality
monitoring, the Watershed Watch Program. We have a number of other
programs that try to take the sides that we have on campus, listen to the
people in the state and work together to make improvements for water
quality.”
Over 50 years ago, Gold attended the very first Earth Day celebration
at the University of Michigan as a student. Since then, he has seen the
good and the bad in regards to the environment.
Continued on page 2
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Students adapt to new selection process

CNN’s John King presents
at Taricani Lecture

Leah Popovic | Staff Reporter

Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

‘Did you get housing?’
When logging on to the University of
Rhode Island’s housing portal, freshman
Seth Ohlemacher found himself dumbfounded by the lack of options available
for himself and his intended suitemates.
On March 2, URI Housing and
Residential Life (HRL) released its preliminary plans for next year. These plans
included new policies, such as removing
most triples, which will decrease the maximum capacity of on-campus students by
15 percent.
While incoming freshmen have been
guaranteed housing for next year and rising sophomores were given priority over
rising juniors and seniors, these changes
were met with mixed opinions from students and continue to be controversial after registration deadlines closed last week.
Ohlemacher and his friends found
themselves struggling when they tried to
pick their housing assignment. They were
hoping to live in a 10-person suite next
academic year but said that inconsistent
information from HRL has left them
scrambling to find a spot.
“We were told that there were 10-person suites going live at 9 a.m. one day

when in reality they had been available
for longer,” he said. “We were under the
impression that no students would be able
to choose their rooms until that time.”
Since all of the 10-person suites were
taken, Ohlemacher is now looking for an
empty room in buildings including Coddington and Burnside.
Ohlemacher said that he has repeatedly reached out to HRL for solutions
and guidance, yet has not received any
responses.
“We’ve been trying to speak directly
to Frankie Minor or someone else on the
phone for a long time now, and they keep
evading our calls,” he said.
One student who wished to remain
anonymous said that they were unable to
complete their application on time due to
an autoimmune issue. They complained
that they received “no flexibility” from
HRL.
“I was hoping to get some leeway
with my situation, but unfortunately I
tried calling and even spoke to someone
who said there was nothing they could do,
even though my deposit was down,” they
said.
This student is now on the on-camContinued on page 2

John King ‘85, CNN’s chief political reporter, was featured in the inaugural live stream of the spring Taricani
Lecture Series this Wednesday.
The lecture, titled “From Taricani
to Trump: Lessons Learned on a Journey from Rhode Island to Washington
and Beyond,” was part of the latest installment of the lecture. The series was
created as a tribute to Jim Taricani, a
well-known journalist who worked for
WJAR-TV and NBC 10 for four decades.
Taricani was famously put under
house arrest for six months in 2004 after
refusing to reveal the names of anonymous sources in a story that uncovered
corruption in Providence City Hall. He
also covered the New England mafia for
more than 25 years before passing away
in 2019.
In 1984, Taricani was working for
the Providence Associated Press, where
King was working as an intern. King
spoke about Taricani being a positive
influence on him while Taricani was reporting on former Mayor Buddy Cianci’s forced resignation.

PHOTO CREDIT: harrington.uri.edu

“Jim was proof that you could be
fiercely competitive and still be kind
to your competition,” said King. “Jim
loved his craft and it showed. His sources knew his word was his bond and I
remember him by his kindness.”
King said that he began his adventure as a journalist living on
Knowlesway in Narragansett, like many
other students, and writing for the Good
Five Cent Cigar.
“When I started out, Ronald Reagan was president, the internet did not
exist, Tom Brady was 8 years old and
Continued on page 3
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A similar sentiment was echoed by An- trans and LGBTQ community,” said Capron.
On March 31, SAGA hosted an event on
drew Capron, a transgender student and resThis includes the ongoing fight for gen- the Quad to celebrate the Trans Day of Visident advisor.
der-neutral bathrooms on campus. The Uni- ibility. The event attracted a crowd that was
“I have felt nothing but welcome here for versity promised students this accommoda- “larger than anticipated” who came to voice
the most part, especially with the Gender and tion years ago, but they are still limited and a their support for trans students during a parSexuality Center,” Capron said. “It has been problem that many transgender students deal ticularly difficult time.
so nice to have a place where I can go and talk with.
“The Trans Day of Visibility came at
to other people who have had the same expeThe inclusion of gender-neutral bath- such an important time,” said Walthall. “We
riences and be able to make friends within the rooms was announced in 2013, but in a wanted to say, ‘We see you. Let’s band togethLGBTQ+ community.”
meeting with the Student Senate in 2019, a er in love and respect and caring about one
While Walthall and Capron think that group of trans and non-binary students de- another.’”
URI is working to create an inclusive environ- tailed what it is like to have to walk to another
For Capron, it is especially meaningful to
ment for transgender students, they both be- building to use the bathroom, and called on know that the views of certain people on camlieve that it needs to do a better job support- URI administrators to have at least one gen- pus do not reflect the views of everyone else in
ing the University’s transgender community der-neutral bathroom in each building by the the URI community.
through its actions.
spring 2020 semester.
“I know for other trans people, it’s so
Walthall said that all students should feel
“We still have issues like this on campus, hard knowing that there are people out there
that the campus is safe and the University will yet it’s not being fixed,” Walthall said. “How who don’t like you just because of something
not allow any issues to be ignored or covered can we know that [the University] really has that you can’t change,” Capron said. “But
up.
our backs if the problems we’ve been talking the outspoken support from so many people
“I know that they are trying to make sure about before haven’t been fixed?”
on campus and all of these events are really
we know that we’re accepted on campus, but
Both students expressed appreciation for helpful, knowing that we’re not going through
PUBLISHING INFORMATION there’s so much more they could be doing in community members’ displays of allyship this alone and that there are people who are
terms of actually voicing their support for the on-campus and online.
fighting with and for us.”
The Good 5¢ Cigar is published
once a week on Thursdays during
the academic year, except for vacations and holidays. The Cigar has a
circulation of 3,000.
The Cigar is printed by:
pus housing waitlist and has been encouraged by HRL to explore said that living in a house with friends is less expensive than paying for
TCI Press
off-campus housing. They said that HRL has not provided them with on-campus housing or living in her sorority house.
21 Industrial Court
a definitive or estimated date for when they will learn their status on
“We didn’t want to be limited as to what we could do, considering
Seekonk, MA 02771
the waitlist.
COVID-19 guidelines, and living in a house feels more comfortable
Another freshman, Emily Rose, hopes to move on campus after and free,” she said.
E DI TO R I A L P O L I CY
having
to spend her first year at home doing online classes. Rose subRising junior Josh Deus also chose to live off-campus in the fall
All signed columns, commentaries,
mitted
her
deposit
and
anticipated
that
HRL
would
send
frequent
with
a group of friends. He said that finding off-campus housing was
letters to the editor and cartoons do
emails with updates for students who are new to the housing process. a difficult experience these past few months since an influx of students
not necessarily reflect the position
of the Cigar, but are the opinion of However, she said that much of the information she received was is searching for rentals.
unclear.
“The hardest thing about finding a house is the competition with
the individual author.
“I wasn’t made aware that I needed to find a group of people if other students because everyone is looking for a place and you have to
The staff editorial is the majority
I wanted to live in a new dorm,” she said. “I thought that I would be be extremely dedicated to finding a place,” he said.
opinion of The Good 5¢ Cigar
able to fill any partially open suites. Now I’m stuck living in a single
This, alongside the Narragansett Housing Ordinance, which reeditorial board.
somewhere like Aldrich that I didn’t want.”
stricts rentals to no more than three students has made it hard for
Other students, like Christian Tropeano, had positive experiences students searching off-campus to find housing.
CO R R ECT I O N P O L I CY
when applying for housing in the fall. Tropeano is a freshman and said
Deus also said that touring houses has been difficult due to
The Cigar will gladly print correcthat his friend group got “very lucky” with the registration process.
COVID-19 restrictions. He described it as “difficult to gauge” whethtions if the error is brought to our
attention within seven calendar
“We actually got our first choice of living in Brookside, and we er or not a house was fitting for himself and his friends.
days of publication.
thought the process was fairly easy,” he said. “Now I’m just itching to
According to the HRL room selection webpage, any students on
come back, and I really hope that it could be as close to normal as the waitlist should consider alternative housing options for the fall,
possible.”
such as off-campus options listed on the URI Commuter Affairs webCO N TACT T H E C I GA R :
The Univ. of Rhode Island
Ella Bradley, a freshman, chose to live off-campus next year. She site.
50 Lower College Road
Memorial Union 125
Kingston, RI 02881

Housing selection process - Continued from Page 1
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Why The Cigar?
The University of Rhode Island’s
student news organization takes its
tongue-in-cheek name from a comment made by Woodrow Wilson’s
Vice President, Thomas Marshall,
while addressing the US Senate.
Though the exact context of Marshall’s comment “what this country
needs is a good five-cent cigar,”
has been lost over the years, we, as
URI’s news organization, strive to
emulate our quirky name and give
just what this campus needs.

“Over the course of all these decades,
we’ve had ups and downs in terms of how
engaged people have been and thinking
about the Earth, sustainability,” Gold said.
“But, it’s never gone away. Earth Day has
been there, continuously reminding people
of the importance of stewardship, and the
importance of being active.”
Gold said that he has a lot of admiration for those who are working to save the
environment every day. The only advice
that Gold has for students who are involved
in saving the environment is to not despair,
and don’t get overwhelmed.
Although he is aware that the view
around Earth Day has changed a lot, Gold
said that he is still optimistic about the state
of the environment, as young people have
“seized” control of the messaging of Earth
Day and have brought attention to important environmental problems.
“We’ve got a lot of science that’s going
on right now, people are engaged locally
and obviously people are putting a lot of
pressure on governments all over the world
to make change,” he said. “There’s so much
activity right now going on, and there’s a
lot of confrontation in a very positive way,
from students and people in general, high
school students, college students, people in

their 20s. They are so insistent on the need
for change and sustainability.”
Additionally, he said when he was first
celebrating Earth Day, there weren’t as
many laws put into place to protect the environment as there are today.
NRS professor Christian Floyd believes
that Earth Day is extremely important as
well. His value system is based on the idea
that human quality of life is linked to the
health of the environment. In his free time,
he works to control the spread of invasive
vegetation that grows in New England, including on URI’s campus.
He also tries to better the environment
every day by picking up trash.
“I just pick up litter,” he said. “I pick
up a lot of litter, pretty much everywhere,
for hours every week. I really focus on plastics, but I pretty much pick up everything.”
On a larger level, Floyd said that all
ecosystems are currently under assault because of pollution and have been for quite
a while. These ecosystems must be protected to save wildlife populations, which are
threatened by the destruction of their ecosystems.
“Wildlife populations, which are threatened, are also something that we need to
protect, and I think that most people do

want to protect them,” he said. “The positive feeling that most people have about
nature and wildlife, in general, contributes
a great deal to human happiness. The destruction of ecosystems and the loss of wildlife in their habitats is not just about those
plants and animals, but about humans and
our own happiness, and our quality of life.
I don’t think anybody wants a future of just
more and more pavement and concrete.”
In the classroom, Floyd motivates his
students to take ownership over saving the
environment by integrating field trips into
his curriculum. Even when he is not teaching, he invites his students and other youths
to explore nature with him.
“Any chance I get, I expose kids to nature,” he said. “Getting them sort of comfortable with it so they begin to develop
empathy for nature. I think it’s easy for humans to become empathetic about nature,
it’s just a matter of exposure, getting them
to make that connection.”
This coming Saturday, Floyd will be
participating in a local cleanup at Ministerial Road in Wakefield, Rhode Island. If
you are interested in giving back this Earth
Day, more information about this cleanup
can be found here.
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Juliana Lepore | Contributing Reporter

The University of Rhode Island has seen no
change in the number of students committing
and submitting deposits to become a Ram in the
fall, according to the Office of the Provost.
Vice Provost for Enrollment Management
Dean Libutti said despite the challenges that
have arisen as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, URI reached a record number of applications.
“We had over 25,000 applications for the
University of Rhode Island, which is a new record,” Libutti said. “Right now, we have about
1,500 deposits, and that’s what we normally
have this time of year.”
Prospective students have until May 1 to finalize their college decisions, and Libutti said a
majority of them will wait until the last weeks
of April to do so. He is pleased with the number
of deposits that have been submitted so far and
said that URI is “right on track” as of now.
“We have a great application pool, and the
interest is as strong as we had hoped,” Libutti
said. “We’re looking forward to more deposits
being submitted in the next few weeks.”
Due to the pandemic, many colleges have
had to delay sending their applicant decisions
out, which is one reason why some students have
waited so long to officially commit to a school,
according to Libutti.
Libutti said that getting decisions out sooner
has been a benefit to prospective students because it allows them to get to know the University well and weigh their options before making
the important decision.
“Our admissions team did a great job of reviewing applications and getting decisions out
early,” Libutti said. “They knew that this was a
tough time for students and really made a commitment to releasing decisions as soon as possible.”
To simplify the decision process for prospective students, the admissions team has held
multiple virtual and in-person events for those
interested in URI, from mock classes to tours

to sessions with transfer students, according to
Libutti.
One aspect of the admissions process that
Libutti is especially proud of is the newly installed “Rhode to Becoming a Ram” orientation
website. The website features everything future
Rams need to know before their first semester
at URI, including the fight song, Rhody lingo,
academic information and financial advisors.
Kristina Perrelli, director of new student
programs, said that Director of Campus Visit
Experience Erin Earle, Assistant Director of
New Student Programs Richard Song and herself came up with the idea for this new program
in December.
“We came together and decided that we
needed a different model to adapt to the times
we’re living in,” Perrelli said. “Rhode to Becoming a Ram is what came out of the collaboration.”
Perrelli said that the feedback from this program has been great. Many prospective students
have attended the events, been in contact with
advisors and participated in activities on the
website.
The website also features personalized
“Rhode Trips,” a quiz that asks students about
what excites them about college. The results
give students their personal “Rhode Trip,” including academics, social life, support systems
and parts of the Rhode Island area they would
be most interested in.
Once students submit a deposit, they are
able to visit the University and meet with orientation leaders. During this time, students are
split into breakout rooms to speak with other
students in the same major as them or from the
same state as them, according to Perrelli.
“We do this so that students are able to meet
other students with things in common,” Perrelli
said. “We’re hoping that it will make the roommate process a bit easier, as well as make it easier for students to find friends.”
Perrelli hopes that this new mode of getting
information to students will be helpful in their
decision process.

Taricani Lecture - Continued from Page 1
Donald Trump was a Democrat,” King said. “That John King who started out 37 years ago had
no idea where he would be [when] he grew up. I didn’t realize how important my [URI] days were
to me until I got older. In that time, it’s hard to realize it because you’re young and overworked.”
Since he began, he has covered nine presidential elections and has reported from all 50 states
and in over 80 countries. During his time as a reporter covering the Persian Gulf War, King befriended Christiane Amanpour, a fellow URI alumna.
But even with all of this experience, he said that covering the 2020 presidential election was
unlike anything he had ever covered before.
“I never thought the day would come when I would stand up on live television and have to say,
‘the President just lied,’” said King. “I never thought I would say that, but when the President says
he won an election he didn’t, you’ve got to show the map. You’ve got to show the numbers.”
King said that the era of “fake news” has reminded journalists of the importance of the rules
of journalism that are protected by the First Amendment. He talked about how the Derek Chauvin
trial tied into fake news.
“The First Amendment is the foundation of journalism,” King said. “But I’ve learned we often
take it for granted. These days, it is important to believe your eyes, and that’s what we saw: a girl
in Minneapolis knew to hold her cell phone still, and so a jury believed their eyes.”
Some of the stories that King said shaped him the most were often tragic, including his coverage of 9/11 and multiple mass shootings.
He also discussed the importance of the First Amendment, not only for journalists but for all
citizens. Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences Jen Riley, who hosted the event along with Laurie White-Taricani, spoke to the importance of the discussion on the First Amendment, not only
nationally, but in the URI community.
“Politics are important because they play such a role in how our community and institution run
and they tell us our rights,” Riley said. “We’re trying to let people know the importance of the First
Amendment, especially through journalism inspired by Jim Taricani.”
King said his advice for journalism students and every other student is simple.
“Don’t stop,” King said. “Find a mentor. Study and be careful. Protect the facts, and remember
the people who stick their neck out for you as Jim did for me.”

Y OF RHOD
T
I
S
EI
ER

D
AN
SL

Admissions ‘on track’ for
fall enrollment
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Aidan Markward | Contributing Reporter

During their last meeting of the semester, the University of Rhode
Island Student Senate held nominations for the Elections Committee.
Student Organizations Committee Chairwoman Katie Siegle was
nominated by Senator Katherine Blake, Senator Christopher Bove was
nominated by Senator Anabelle Gibson and Blake was nominated by
Siegle.
All three candidates were elected to the committee, which helps
ensure that Student Senate elections run as smoothly as possible.
The Senate also passed two bills that recognized the Mock Trial
Club and Latin American Student Association as senate-recognized organizations.
According to Siegle, both organizations meet the requirement to be
senate-recognized.
The bills passed with 16 and 15 votes, respectively.
President Bolu Taiwo also announced to the Senate that the University sent out an email regarding COVID-19 vaccinations that will be
occurring this Saturday and Sunday at the Schneider Electric building
in West Kingston.
According to the email, the entire University community will be
eligible to obtain a vaccine. Transportation will be provided from the
Memorial Union bus circle to the vaccination site from 9:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m.
More information can be found in the email sent out to students
on Wednesday.
Director of the Memorial Union Carl Stiles called for a moment
of silence during the meeting for the outcome of the trial of Derek
Chauvin. He asked the Senate to reflect on the impact of the trial and
its outcome on the University community.
“I want to reflect on the experiences we’ve all had with the Chauvin
trial,” he said. “Take a moment to reflect on how we can work towards
change.”
The Student Senate will reconvene at the beginning of the fall semester.
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You’ll need a Hazmat suit for this one-of-a-kind class
Adam Zangari | News Editor

During this Monday’s GEO 587: Environmental Hazards, Risks, Response and Safety class, students learned
how to put out different fires and scope the ground for soil
quality and hazardous chemicals.
During the class, which was three hours long, students
watched demonstrations and had the opportunity to connect with multiple professionals in environmental-related
fields.
According to professor Corey Briggs, the course’s instructor, this was the class’s first opportunity to get out and
participate in fieldwork, as it was their first in-person class
of the semester. The class has met on Zoom for every other
class this semester.
Students were required to wear hazardous material
suits for the event, along with boots, safety vests, helmets,
gas masks and gloves.
The event started in the back parking lot of the Kingston Fire Department, where the class was split into two
groups. One group prepared in the back lot for a fire safety
drill where members of the group would practice putting
out a fire, while the other group went inside the Kingston
Fire Department and learned about their equipment.
Before the drill, students received fire safety advice
from URI’s Industrial Hygienist David Moore.
“If you don’t think you can defeat it, get out,” Moore
said. “Always call the fire department. They can check to
make sure embers and other hazards don’t occur.”
The students were tested on the names of the four
types of fire and how to respond to each. Class A fires,
which are wood and paper fires, are the most common
kind of fire. Class B fire is a liquid fire, which originates
from gases and solvents, and cannot be put out with water.
Class C fires are electrical fires and Class D fires are metal
fires.
While the fire extinguishers used for the drill were
filled will water, each was labeled with the fire class it was
meant to put out to simulate which extinguisher would
need to be used for each type of fire. The students were
given different situations to respond to by URI’s Chemical
Hygiene Office and Dangerous Goods Shipping Specialist
Nick Englehart.

URI students got the chance to gear up in Hazmat suits and learn about chemical and fire safety in GEO 587.
PHOTO CREDIT: James McIntosh | Photo Editor

The event turned into a friendly competition, with students racing to put out each fire the fastest.
Students also learned about the Kingston Fire Department and the equipment they use, with firefighter Rachel
Gomes, the Kingston Fire Department’s first female firefighter cleared for primary duty. Students met with Gomes
in smaller groups to look at one of the department’s trucks
and some equipment used by its Hazmat team.
While Gomes is not a part of the Hazmat team, she
does work as part of the department’s decontamination
team, which often works closely with Hazmat. She described the team’s duties as “heavily based off of what the
Hazmat team wants and needs.”
Following the first exhibits, students traveled to Peckham Farm, where representatives from Sage Environmental and Triumvirate Environmental, two companies that
deal in environmental consulting, had set up presentations
and equipment for the students.
According to Briggs, it was the support of these businesses that allowed the event to be put on and their presence was mutually beneficial for the students and the companies.
“It benefits a lot of people in a lot of ways,” Briggs
said. “[The companies] were nice enough to help, and
they’re invested, because this is an opportunity for them to
see job candidates.”

Students were given earplugs as Thomas Saccoccio,
Sage’s senior project manager, and some assistants started
up a geoprobe. A geoprobe is a machine that pulls up and
samples soil, to check if a plot of soil is stable enough to
construct buildings, wells or other structures on top of it.
Saccoccio said that the Direct Push technology has
evolved over his years working in the industry to be as
non-intrusive and environmentally friendly as possible.
Triumvirate representatives talked to the students
about their work, which primarily involves scoping hazardous waste and handling chemicals. According to Triumvirate representative Amy Falcao, the company primarily
works with the health care, education, life sciences and industry fields to help keep workplaces clean and safe.
Briggs said the class was made even more special because it was the class’s first time being in-person this semester.
“We’ve been being very, very conscious [about
COVID-19] and we have done some interesting things,”
Briggs said. “I wanted to get our foundation down, and the
weather had to be nice. It all worked out.”
Next Monday, the GEO 587 course will be conducting more in-person activities for their final class of the semester, including container handling, a drone flyover of a
Hazmat scene and sampling soil, air and water.

Dean of University College of Academic Success
to retire after 35 years
Allie Shinskey | Contributing Reporter

The University of Rhode Island’s dean of the
University College for Academic Success (UCAS) has
announced that she will retire at the end of June after
spending 35 years of her career at URI.
Jayne Richmond first came to URI in 1986 to train
graduate students to work in higher education. She
earned her Ph.D. in Higher Education and Counseling
at the University of Florida, which she said was one of
the first universities to offer this type of program. She
also previously worked as a professor at Kansas State
University. She became the assistant dean for UCAS in
1993 before being named dean in 1999.
As dean, Richmond has transformed how URI
supports its students both academically and personally.
A few of her programs and accomplishments at URI
have been creating the Academic Enhancement Center, which includes over 100 student tutors; creating the
early alert system, a referral system that allows UCAS
to intervene if a student begins struggling; starting the
leadership minor; and integrating other programs and
services into UCAS, such as the Writing Center and
Career Services. She also integrated URI’s internship
program into the college, which around 8,000 students
take part in each year.
One of Richmond’s most recent accomplishments
was improving academic advising.
“My feeling was very strongly that students needed
accessible, accurate and accountable advising, and so
we brought in full-time professional advisors who are all
certified,” Richmond said. “They have to go through all
of the training that we do so that they know what they’re

doing, and there’s accountability because our mission is
to get to students.”
Richmond believes that this effort was a success. In
the five years that the new advising system has been in
operation, the graduation and student retention rates
have risen. She also said that students have earned more
credits per semester on average since this system was
introduced.
One of the primary reasons that Richmond believes
she has succeeded in her role has been because of her

background in counseling and mental health. She has
used this experience in implementing programs such as
the academic advising system and the early alert system.
“For me, it was always [about] looking through that
lens of what the student experience was,” Richmond
said. “And so that has just been just an honor and a thrill
to do that for years.”
Richmond has not decided what she will do once
she retires but said that she hopes to still find a way to
help others, possibly by volunteering as a student advisor or in another way to support mental health.
As her tenure at the University comes to an end,
many of Richmond’s colleagues and other members of
the community have reflected on all that she has done
at URI.
“It is hard to imagine the URI community without the day-to-day caring, dedication and support that
Dean Richmond has provided to our students,” Provost
Donald DeHayes wrote in a statement. “I thank her for
her amazing contributions and wish her joy in her retirement.”
Richmond said she hopes URI continues to grow in
how it supports its students after she’s gone.
“This University has been a spectacular place to
have a career,” Richmond said. “What I love most is how
a broad, excellent research university provides students
and its staff and faculty, with a small college feeling, because everyone is important ... It makes for a powerful
learning environment, and that must continue.”
PHOTO CREDIT: uri.edu
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Incorporating environmentalism Annual Earth Day
presentations go virtual
into everyday campus life
Sustainability officer celebrates Earth Day,
encourages community awareness
Christian Silvia | Contributing Reporter

Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

For the past 11 years, the University of Rhode Island’s sustainability officer has been working to create
an environment where environmentalism is a part of
daily life and decision-making on campus.
Marsha Garcia was the first person to ever hold
the position of sustainability officer at the University.
Before coming to URI, she worked for the American
Institute of Architects. There, she managed programs
related to green building in an effort to keep infrastructure as eco-friendly as possible during the building process and afterward. She has also worked for the U.S.
Green Building Council and the National Wildlife Federation.
During her time at URI, Garcia has focused on
facilitating sustainability projects in other departments
as well as influencing them to make more eco-friendly
choices.
“I’m not the one who buys recycled content paper
for offices, and I’m not the one who makes the decisions
on whether or not people can recycle at the University,”
Garcia said. “It’s about having everybody else pitch in
to do that and to make those decisions.”
While the term sustainability can be slightly unclear to some, Garcia sees it as more than a definition
or an action.
“It’s either abstract or it’s very specific, where people think it’s really just about polar bears and recycling,”
she said. “It’s everything from waste reduction, plastic,
disposable plastic reduction, food waste reduction and
when it comes to transportation, reducing the number
of cars that are on campus and the number of miles
traveled.”
Garcia has focused on reaching out to and teaching
students about major environmental issues and what
they can do about them, even if they are not majoring
in anything related to the environment. She believes
that students from every major, not just environmental
science majors, should know about sustainability.
The Community Service (CSV) course that she
has been teaching was redesigned recently to focus
on how outreach plays into sustainability. The course
is CSV 306: Sustainability and Service Leadership at
URI, and it should be open soon for students to enroll
in for the fall.
“It’s things like working with our RAs in the residence halls to get the students to recycle properly, to
encourage people to use RIPTA more, [to have] students understand why it’s important to drive less and
take public transportation more and to highlight the
new bike path on campus [which students should use
for transportation if they can,]” Garcia said.
Another aspect of sustainability in food is reducing
food waste and food-related emissions. Garcia has worked with Dining Services Director Pierre St-Germain to make dining more
sustainable at the University.
This has included dining services buying more food locally, composting, using
washable items in the dining halls before
COVID-19 and ordering from a single vendor for the majority of dining products.
Because of these programs, dining
services have been able to form good relationships with local farms on and around
campus.
St-Germain also said that his years in
foodservice have made him understand the
importance of knowing where food comes
from.
“Sustainability has lots of ways that
it [intersects with] foodservice, and that’s
something that I’ve been working on prior
to my arrival here at URI, and I will contin-

For the past 11 years, Marsha Garcia has served as the first
sustainability officer at URI.
PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Marsha Garcia

ue to work on while I’m here,” St-Germain said.
Dining services often works with Garcia to ensure
that dining is working sustainably and to come up with
more ideas to improve its sustainability.
Garcia has created programs for students to get
involved with sustainable thinking for Earth Day. One
of these events will be a screening of Chasing Coral, a
documentary about how coral reefs are vanishing at an
alarming rate. It will be a live watch party featuring one
of the producers, who will be providing live commentary and answering questions during the watch party
on Earth Day.
Other programs that Garcia has been working
on include creating a virtual newsletter and creating a
green thinker certification program, where people can
receive badges for different environmental-related challenges. She believes that programs like this help keep
people engaged and involved in sustainability.
At the end of the day, Garcia likes to think of herself not as an officer, but as a guide who is trying to help
people change their daily decisions to better support
sustainability in their lives. During her time at URI, she
has seen an increase in students’ opinions on sustainability and how they incorporate it into their lives.
“It’s more a part of daily decisions than it was [before,]” Garcia said. “I think initially, [sustainability] was
a new thing to do, or something that was what a lot of
people thought was the cool thing to do, or a trendy
thing or just something to stand out. But over the years
that I’ve been here, there has really been a culture shift
where it’s just what we do.”

During a typical year, community members at the University of Rhode Island could
find natural resources science
students giving presentations
on the Quad for Earth Day, but
due to the pandemic, you won’t
find students out this time.
Though her class’s presentations have been moved on
Zoom, wildlife and conservation biology professor Laura
Meyerson is still excited for her
class’s annual Earth Day presentation in NRS 223: Conservation Biology.
“[The presentations have]
been one of the highlights
of the class,” Meyerson said.
“Students plan a project all
semester, and they go out on
the Quad and present the results of it in some creative way
or engage in activities on the
Quad.”
Last year, these projects
were
completely
canceled
when the COVID-19 pandemic unexpectedly cut all in-person classes short. Meyerson
said that as of right now this
class is still fully online.
These projects, and the entirety of Earth Day, are often
used to encourage faculty and
students to reflect on the environment and what is happening to it.
“It’s a way for us to really
take an interdisciplinary approach to the challenges we’re
facing and come together in a
scholarly, fun and educational
way,” Meyerson said.
Since the class is not able
to present on the Quad, many
staple events from previous
Earth Day events will not be
available, such as the dunk tank
typically used to raise money
for conservation charities.
Despite the challenges that
students have faced in this
course with their projects being
moved online, they are finding
ways to create interesting and
relevant projects anyhow.

Sophomore Ben Poepsel
is working on a project focused on compost. Poepsel got
the idea for the project after
watching a Netflix documentary called “Kiss the Ground,”
about renewable agriculture.
Poepsel said that he has
seen a lot of food waste on
campus, and he hopes that
URI will do more to reduce
food waste. One idea he suggested was the University give
its food waste to local farms to
use as compost.
Though he is excited about
the research, he expressed
some disappointment that fewer people would see the class
projects without the event on
the Quad.
“People in these NRS
classes are already interested in
this,” he said. “Whereas people passing by would see what
we’re doing, so it would reach
more people.”
Meyerson said that she
does not believe there will be
turnout like there has been
in previous years, since many
people are tired of Zoom calls
and virtual events. She also
said that in the past, the event
had other activities and performances that caught students’
attention. This would usually include music and a game
where students have to build
the highest tower with recycled
materials.
She does not believe that
the event will have the same
impact over Zoom but still sees
it as an opportunity to give students a platform to speak without putting their health at risk.
Meyerson believes that this
event will return to the Quad
next year. She said that the
past two years of no in-person
presentations will give her and
her students the momentum to
create the most interesting possible event.
“It’s unfortunate but maybe it will give us greater motivation to make it even bigger
and better next year,” she said.

“[Sustainability] is either abstract or it’s
very specific, where people think it’s really just about polar bears and recycling.
It’s everything from waste reduction,
plastic, disposable plastic reduction, food
waste reduction and when it comes to
transportation, reducing the number of
cars that are on campus and the number
of miles traveled.”
- Marsha Garcia,
URI sustainability officer
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Professors adapt to new student needs amid pandemic
Kate LeBlanc | Editor-in-Chief

During the pandemic, faculty in almost every college at the University of
Rhode Island have had to adapt their courses to online learning and high-stress
levels in order to better accommodate their students’ needs.
As students and faculty alike face more stress, many professors have implemented flexible deadlines and worked to cultivate strong communication in order
to better serve their students.
Samantha Meenach, an associate professor of chemical engineering at URI,
has found new ways to adapt her teaching style and her assignments to help students succeed in her courses.
In the fall semester, she teaches CHE 212: Chemical Process Calculations, and in the spring semester, she teaches CHE 272: Introduction
to Chemical Engineering Calculations. She teaches CHE 272 as a
continuation of CHE 212, with the same people in her class both
semesters.
Between students wearing masks and distance learning,
Meenach was unable to learn the names of everyone in her
classes for the first time.
As engineering is a hands-on major that requires lab work,
teaching assistants and lab workers have had to adapt their
curriculum as well. Last spring, when many students left for
Spring Break and never returned, teachers’ assistants conducted experiments in the labs on campus and recorded the
video of them completing it to provide students with similar
sample data to use at home.
Since then, the College of Engineering has found ways to
safely get small groups back into the labs. According to Meenach,
the current senior class is large, and since it is seniors that take lab
components, working around the class’s size has been important.
With these changes and the new class format, Meenach has changed the way
she will teach in the future and how she views academia.
“It’s made me think differently about how I want to assess and [have] assignments be centered around what students really need to be learning,” Meenach
said. “But for final exams, what do you need to know? None of these kinds of
fluff questions.”

GRAPHIC CREDIT: Kendall Bousquet

Meenach plans to give fewer assignments and said she will likely be more
flexible with students doing remote learning from different parts of the country
and the world.
David Byrd, a professor in the College of Education, has similarly found ways
to help his students succeed in the online environment as they learn to become
teaching professionals.
Byrd teaches a course on the foundations of American education. In this
course, he “engages students in important issues in education” by teaching them
how to think about these issues and respond appropriately.
His
students complete two main projects for this course: an
autobiography about how a certain issue shaped their
education and a group research paper. One thing Byrd
will take into his future courses will be using the Zoom
breakout room feature to facilitate group project meetings.
This proved to be more practical than having students coordinate their schedules to meet in person and on campus.
However, his biggest takeaways from the pandemic
and online learning have been the importance of giving
students time and feedback.
“I make it especially important right now to get back
to students,” Byrd said. “If I see something, I try to get
back to them.”
He has also been more flexible with his deadlines this
year and has made sure to follow up with his students in
class to see if they need support on specific assignments that
they may be struggling with.
Education, according to Byrd, will adapt to the online
classroom and likely continue to use many of the resources utilized
during the pandemic.
Both Meenach and Byrd expect to be back in the classroom with
students in the fall and are prepared to adopt the methods they’re discovered
to support students.
GRAPHIC CREDIT: Elizabeth Wong
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Language programs
Engineering student by day,
semi-professional gamer by night update to virtual
tutoring systems
‘Kermi’ rediscovers passion for esports
Adam Zangari | News Editor

Morgan Maleonskie | Contributing Reporter

Andrew Cretella, a sophomore at the University of Rhode Island, is working towards a
degree in mechanical engineering while also
chasing his dream of becoming a professional
gamer.
Cretella, who also goes by his gamer alias
“Kermi,” has been playing “Counter-Strike:
Global Offensive” (CS:GO), an online, competitive first-person shooter game, since his
freshman year of high school, and has just recently rediscovered his passion for video gaming as an esports athlete.
“After I played it for a little bit, I understood how happy it made my friends, and how
happy it made me,” he said. “It was like a
good, healthy pastime. I liked it a lot, and then
I noticed you can actually make a living off
of it.”
Currently, Cretella plays at the semi-professional level as the in-game leader for his
team, Vital. His role is to direct team members
at the beginning of a round and to gather information during the round on the other team.
He spends anywhere from eight to 10
hours playing a day. Around four hours go towards solo practicing, during which time he
has recently been working to complete 10,000
aim-bots a day. The rest of the time goes towards playing with others, whether that be
team scrimmages, online matches with random players or deathmatches.
Training for Cretella does not end at this,
though, as he also watches and dissects other team’s performances, as well as doing body
training to stay physically fit. His motivation
stems from his mindset and the fact that he
treats gaming as other athletes would treat any
other sport.
“I like treating myself like a regular athlete,” Cretella said. “I work out every single
day, I eat healthy, I go to the gym, I do everything that I can to kind of push myself to be
like just like all the other athletes.”
While gaming is his passion, Cretella has
many talents and has tried many things before
committing to video games. Cretella said that
he has been told that his gaming career is a
“waste of time” and that he is wasting his potential.
“I’ve been an actor, I’ve been a fencer and
I’ve been a bunch of other things so they’re
like, ‘You’re so smart, why are you wasting
your time on this?’” he said. “They don’t really
see the goal. I’ve gotten a lot of flack for it at
school, questioning why I’m spending so much
time on this or hearing ‘this guy’s a nerd.’ It
doesn’t really affect me, you know, I’ve kind of
learned to roll with the punches.”
One of his biggest inspirations has been
basketball icon Kobe Bryant. Cretella said that
Bryant has had a major impact on his mindset,
as the “Mamba Mentality” has shown him that
it doesn’t matter what other people think, as
long as he is chasing his dreams. His role model in the CS:GO community has been Dev1ce,
a Danish professional player.
But it is his best friend, Ben Atkinson, another sophomore engineering major, that has
been Cretella’s biggest “IRL” support system.
The childhood friends roomed together
during their freshman at URI, and Cretella
said that Atkinson has been there to support
him throughout his gaming journey.
“He would fall asleep to me clicking at my
keyboard,” Cretella said, “and would be like,
‘You’re the best!’ He loves playing games too,

Mechanical engineering sophomore Drew Cretella, aka Kermi,
is pursuing his dream: becoming a professional gamer.
PHOTO CREDIT: Alison Carpino

so he has a special place in my heart.”
Cretella also said that Atkinson has always been there to remind him of the “bigger
picture” and makes sure he never skips game
training or gym time.
“Ben would always tell me that if I want
to make it far, I can’t get lazy,” Cretella said.
Reflecting on Cretella’s journey, Atkinson said that Drew’s passion for esports is unmatched.
“That passion is what drives him to succeed and will take him to the top,” Atkinson
said. “I cannot wait to see him on the big
stage.”
Through all of this work as a rising professional gamer, Cretella also has to balance his
education. To balance his academics and gaming, he has had to give up his other hobbies,
such as acapella. As a mechanical engineering
major, he plans to use his college degree to integrate himself into the design industry.
“I want to figure out how to feed the world,
so I’ll probably get into agriculture, like building and designing hydroponic farms,” Cretella
said. “So, my mechanical engineering base is
really centered around design. I want to find
the solution to how we feed the world, in the
most productive, safe and cost-efficient way.”
However, for now, he plans to continue to
work towards earning his degree while fulfilling his youth through travel and esports.
Cretella said that while he is still young, he
hopes to travel and he looks up to professional
CS:GO players who have traveled and competed all over the world. He has been to Philadelphia, Boston, D.C. and Atlanta for in-person 5v5 tournaments, but hopes to travel out
of the U.S. in the next few years.
In the upcoming months, Cretella is excited to continue vlogging on his YouTube channel, upgrade his equipment and collaborate
with friends to reach his dreams.
“When I play games, it’s like, ‘oh my God
this is such a stress relief, this is so cool.’ People from all over the world just come together and focus on the game,” Cretella said. “It
doesn’t matter who you are, what you believe
in, what you look like or anything like that. I
was like, man, that’s really, really cool, that’s
an awesome community I want to join.”

The University of Rhode Island’s Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures programs’ tutoring services have undergone major
changes in the past year.
These language programs were online last semester, and their new
system introduced this semester, called SimplyBook.me, has revamped
how the language programs work online.
This system has become a necessity with classes online and with the
only “one or two” options for in-person tutoring currently, according to
Higher Education Administrative Assistant Monica Gallego. Before the
pandemic, these programs were almost entirely in-person for years.
According to junior Mariah Paulette, a Spanish tutor, online tutoring was an option for students before the pandemic, but that system has
changed entirely. The system that language departments use now is significantly different from the system used last semester— which itself was
significantly different from the system used before COVID-19.
“We did have to adapt to a different system, and that was a little bit
difficult,” Paulette said. “But for me, personally, I really like this switch
and I think that the students do too.”
Gallego said that SimplyBook.me is organized much better than the
system that was used last semester, which was one of the main reasons
that it was replaced.
“Everybody was scattered,” Gallego said. “We felt like we had less
control and oversight, and we didn’t know how many students were using
things.”
SimplyBook.me offers many services, including new ways to book
appointments and the ability to connect Google Calendar with the system, which will remind students of their appointments.
Liam Roberts, a freshman who tutors Italian, said that all of the
changes have helped make his job easier. Between having the contact
information for all of the other tutors, the uniformity of the system in
how it is organized and its general convenience, this system is much better
than the old one, according to Roberts.
He said that links to different events put on by the language department are part of the new system, such as the Italian department’s Quattro Chiacchiere and the French department’s Conversation Buddies.
Gallego said that the language programs may change how students
sign up for events using SimplyBook.me. Students can sign up for many
events, such as online movie nights in advance on the new system.
Neither the German and Chinese Language Flagship programs
made the change to SimplyBook.me, since they already have their own
programs. According to Gallego, the German Language Flagship program was already using SimplyBook.me, and the language department
decided to implement SimplyBook.me with other languages as a trial run.
According to Paulette, the only issue that tutors have faced with the
new system was having to inform students that there was a new site they
had to use for these services.
Jenna Briggs, a higher education administrative assistant within the
program, said that the program is set up to help students at every level of
language learning with tutoring help.
“There’s tutoring help with the 100-level and 200-level classes and
so on, so they can sign up for appropriate tutoring,” Briggs said. “If they
enjoy working with somebody specific, they can book with that particular
person.”
Paulette said that she works with around 10 different students weekly and Roberts said he works with around three students a week. Next
semester, the program plans on moving back to primarily face-to-face
tutoring, although Briggs and Gallego said that there will still likely be an
online option.
“I have noticed that some of these later sessions are around 6 p.m.,”
Gallego said. “I can imagine that would still be a pretty popular thing to
do online. [We may] continue to do the hybrid methods.”
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English professor
brings worldly
perspective to
classroom
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Marine affairs chair shares ocean
of knowledge on aquaculture

Liz Fusco | Staff Reporter

The unique perspective
and love for literature that English professor Stephen Barber
brings into the classroom has
inspired him to push his students towards “genuine intellectual engagement.”
Barber has been working
as a professor in URI’s English
department since 1997 but
had many adventures before
he arrived at the University 24
years ago.
Born in Montreal, Canada, Barber has lived in several
parts of Canadian and multiple countries in Europe such
as Germany and England.
Barber completed his undergraduate studies in philosophy,
cultural studies and English at
Trent University in Ontario,
Canada. Barber then returned
to Toronto, Canada where he
completed his Ph.D. in English
at York University.
Following this, Barber
landed in the United States
where he spent two years
at Duke University for a
post-doctoral fellowship in
queer studies with professor Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick,
a groundbreaking scholar of
queer studies. Barber said his
decision to become a professor
was the inevitable career path
for him.
“So many things influenced me [to become a professor],” Barber said. “To begin
with, having been taught by
extraordinary persons. They
were extraordinary because
they were contagious in their
love for literature and what
the study of literature can do
for the world. That inspired
me. I think what also inspired
me was seeing myself and my
peers be stirred by the possibilities of what critical thinking can do in one’s own existence and the world at large.”
Barber has taught many
courses at URI, ranging from
ENG 350: Literary Theory
and Criticism, ENG 243: the
Short Story and ENG 383:
Modernist Literature from
1900 to 1945. Though he loves
all the courses that he teaches,
Barber said his favorite courses to teach are those focusing
on 20th-century modernism in
European literature and literary theory.
“I love sharing [my] love
for literature and inspiring
others,” Barber said. “Seeing
students move toward genuine
intellectual engagement is one
of my favorite things.”
Barber, in his studies of
modernist literature, is best
known for his studies of the

works of Marcel Proust, Michel Foucault and Virginia
Woolf.
“What first got me interested in Virginia Woolf ’s
work was that her works are
explorations into modes of
being that are not reducible
to identity, but at the same
time, they take seriously how
identity figures in any historical moment,” Barber said.
“Also, Woolf produced anti-Fascist ethics during a time
when Fascism was prevalent
and thought through how one
could exist ethically in the face
of Fascism.”
Barber strives to inspire
students, and according to
many of his students, he does
just that. James Paolino ‘20
took Barber’s ENG 201: Principles of Literary Study in
the spring 2019 semester and
had only positive things to say
about not only Barber’s instruction but also the environment of his classroom.
“I liked how [Barber]
used the Socratic Method to
encourage critical thinking
and how we focus on one text
in order to really dissect it,”
Paolino said. “I also liked that
the whole class started a group
chat and we all got to know
each other. It’s rare that the
whole class gets to know each
other in college, but we did.”
Barber believes his study
of Woolf ’s 20th-century literature can be used today to
teach important lessons about
diversity and inclusivity, especially in the community we
live in.
“In our texts, we look at
how we are not imprisoned in
the subjectivities that we think
are given,” Barber said. “Inclusivity comes with the fundamental recognition that being
is more multiple than identity and that we must embrace
identities. Literature teaches
us to embrace the multiplicity
in modes of being. I definitely
teach literature that thematizes and understands itself to be
calling into being of appreciation of the fundamental diversity that comprises humanity.”
PHOTO CREDIT: uri.edu

As chair of marine affairs at URI, Tracey Dalton possesses much knowledge on Rhode Island’s aquaculture.
PHOTO CREDIT: James Singer | Staff Photographer
Mary Lind | Production Manager

With over 400 miles of shoreline, it makes sense
that the official nickname of Rhode Island is “the
Ocean State.”
The beaches draw thousands of visitors each
year. Tourists and residents alike frequent seafood
restaurants for locally-caught delicacies, such as
oysters. One of the state’s best-known industries is
aquaculture. The ocean, of course, greatly impacts
Rhode Islanders — but how are we actually impacting it?
University of Rhode Island marine affairs Department Chair Tracey Dalton’s research focuses on
just that.
“Essentially, I study people and how they interact with ocean and coastal spaces,” she said, “so I
look at how people use space, how they think about
coastal and ocean spaces and environments [and]
how we govern those uses through policy.”
Lately, her research has focused on “public perceptions of changes in ocean use.” For example, she
has researched the public perceptions of aquaculture farms and the public access and water quality
of coastal sites in Narragansett.
One of her recent studies looked at how boaters, recreational fishermen and commercial fishermen are impacted by offshore wind farms, such
as the Block Island Wind Farm. The results of the
study found that as more fish came into the area,
recreational fishers were more attracted to the area,
whereas commercial fishers found that they were being pushed out of the space.
“There’s evidence that on the Block Island Wind
Farm that there’s lots of growth of mussels and other
types of organisms right on the structure,” Dalton
said, “and then those mussels are actually attracting
other types of fish that might feed on them.”
During the course of the research, Dalton spoke
with spearfishers, who generally fish close to shore
and in rocky areas. She said that now, many of them
are going to the Wind Farm because of the greater
number of fish.
Dalton has also conducted research in the Caribbean, where her team is looking at sargassum, a
type of seaweed that has been washing up on a number of beaches throughout the region. It has impacted the area’s fishing and tourism industries, as well
as the local community. Due to the pandemic and
the fact that the study is supposed to be conducted
on-site, it has been pushed back until next fall at the

earliest.
After getting her undergraduate degree in chemistry, Dalton’s interest in environmental chemistry
led her to a job at the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute.
Growing up in Massachusetts, Dalton spent a lot
of time at freshwater ponds during her childhood. As
she grew up, she spent more time around the ocean,
but it was her time at Woods Hole that sparked her
interest in environmental policy.
“There’s a marine policy center as one of the
divisions of the Oceanographic Institution, and so
I ended up working with the folks there and got really excited about what they were doing,” she said.
“There’s all sorts of science that goes on there,
whether it’s the social science in the Policy Center
to biology, physical oceanography, coastal science, all
sorts of things.”
She now serves on a variety of committees and
advisory boards for marine policy, where she is “able
to provide some of my own experiences and insight
into the policy process.”
Dalton, a marine affairs professor, came to URI
19 years ago after getting her Ph.D. at the University
of Massachusetts Boston. Since then, she has taught
a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses,
published several articles and has been a research
advisor for over 35 students.
Ken Hamel, one of her current students who is
pursuing a Ph.D. in marine affairs, said that working
with Dalton has opened his eyes to the bridge between biological and social sciences. Before coming
to URI, Hamel had no experience in social science
research, only biology.
“Tracey has helped me bridge the gap, and maybe one of the reasons she is so good at it is because
she had to make a similar leap herself,” Hamel said.
“She has taught me new ways to think about subjects
I thought I already knew well enough, trained me in
new research methods I’d never heard of, and emphasized mindfulness in my approach to my research
subjects.”
Hamel is just one of many students that have
praised Dalton for her teaching methods.
“In my classes, we’re talking about things like
marine conservation policy, and so I want the students to be able to understand a little bit of the theory behind it,” she said, “but then to think about how
you might apply that as a conservation professional
working for an agency or [non-governmental organization].”
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Humans of URI

How are you going to celebrate Earth Day this year?

“I’ll be nice to the earth.” - Ethan Major ‘24

“I am probably going to take just a few minutes to be grateful for the planet
and just for life. I’m going to be spending a good amount of the day picking
up trash and getting people to do the same. I might attend a lecture hosted by
Student Action for Sustainability.” - Jošquin Malone ‘22

“I honestly forgot that it was Earth Day coming up, but I always try to use the reusable
bags in the dining hall.” - Joshua Bohl ‘23

“I will be working in the garden. Every day is Earth Day for me.”
- Elizabeth Leibovitz, Heber W. Youngken Jr Medicinal Garden coordinator

“I might walk down to the beach close to
me and see if there’s any trash I can pick
up. Being close to the water, that is really
important.” - Brindley Rospars ‘23

“I am just really appreciating the Earth for rotating especially on that day, I
appreciate it every day. But I’m also going to be picking up a lot of trash. I live
right by the beach at Point Judith so I’m going to go out there with a big trash
bag and not come back until it is full.” - Virginia Smith ‘23

“I don’t have a plan for the day but I am
currently planting a pollinator garden in
my backyard.” - Brendan Peck ‘23
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Less compassion, more action
To University leadership,
“As representatives of the campus community, [the
Student and Faculty Senates] encourage faculty to remain cognizant of the academic stresses and mental
health of our students… The Student Senate asks faculty
to consider implementing relief options such as flexible
deadlines, less homework, and giving mental health days
in lieu of class sessions as we finish the semester.”
Emails such as this one sent by the Student and Faculty Senates on April 2, 2021, have been a staple this semester. Students and faculty alike have asked university
leadership for relief many times, yet it seems like this is all
they are willing to give: words of encouragement.
This semester, I have personally had to ask for many
extensions and aid from my professors to keep my grades
up while maintaining my mental health. Many, if not all,
of these requests were granted without a second thought
from my professors. Before leaders began sending these
emails out, professors were already cognizant of the
struggles students were experiencing, because they were
experiencing it themselves, as we covered in “University faculty more stressed and depressed due to pandemic,
study shows” on Feb. 11.
I am lucky enough to know many of my professors
on a personal level. In this past year, every professor who
I have talked to about an excess of work, brutal hours and
the other obstacles I have faced, has said they have been
similarly burdened.
Professors have been expected to continue their usual work and research while learning how to use Zoom,
how to support students online and how to work under
completely new conditions. While it is occasionally taxing
to work with professors who are still learning the ropes
after a year of being online, I realize and appreciate that

they are doing everything to make the best out of a bad
situation.
On the other hand, I have not felt this same commitment from University leaders. I believe that they have
faced similar challenges to all others at the University this
year, but I have not been supported by leadership.
There have been many calls from students asking for
help, but they have been largely ignored. I understand the
University’s hesitation to have a Spring Break this year,
as it likely would have led to a spike in COVID-19 cases
with students traveling to different places. It has been the
other proposals that have been ignored that have been
the problem for me.
The Student Senate proposed many solutions to the
widespread stress on and off-campus, including giving
students mental health days, having a three-day weekend
and holding a Spirit Week. Only the Spirit Week was ever
instated. I appreciate a Rhody-themed week of events as
much as the next student, but I wish the other solutions
had been implemented by the Faculty Senate and other
leaders as well.
Many feasible programs could have been put in place
that would have instantly reduced student stress, including the aforementioned mental health days or extra days
off on the weekend. Receiving emails such as the one
above feels like a slap in the face to me, other students
and the faculty members who have already been there
for students.
It is vital that professors understand their students’
stress and mental health needs, but individual acts of
kindness will never be as effective as institution-wide solutions. The University has moved in the wrong direction
over the past three semesters, cutting off programs that
could give students the vital aid they need.
At the beginning of the pandemic, the University
swiftly enacted a pass-fail option for every class. This

Letter from the Editors:
Thank you, Dooley
This week is the last edition of the Good Five
Cent Cigar for the 2020-21 academic year. We’ve
spent time this semester covering how COVID-19
has affected the University of Rhode Island’s
sporting events, written profiles on the most interesting professors around campus and highlighted
the innovative work of the URI theatre department.
The Cigar has also given a lot of coverage to
the ongoing presidential search at the University:
stories about the fundamentals of the search process, the building of a presidential profile, the candidate forums when the finalists were announced
and introduced to the community and, finally, the
announcement of URI’s incoming 12th President
Marc Parlange.
While it’s critical for us to highlight the ongoing events and breaking news of the URI community, it’s also important for us to pause and give
thanks where thanks is due. With that being said,
as the editor-in-chief and in this final edition of
the Cigar before he retires, we would like to extend a sincere thank you to President David Dooley for all the help he has given the Cigar during
his tenure.
Dooley has been interviewed by the Cigar
many times. We typically contact him for interview requests pertaining to larger, cross-campus
stories that need his input as the figurehead of the
University. Each time we ask, Dooley has taken
time from his busy schedule to sit down with us
in his Green Hall office, or on a Zoom call, and
answer our tough questions.
There have been times where Dooley and his
team have accommodated same-day interview requests just hours before our deadlines. When stories arise at the last minute, like in 2019 when Tom
and Cathy Ryan donated $35 million to URI, the
largest private donation in URI history, and we
had two days to produce the story, Dooley found
the time to talk with us the day before publication.
It’s for this support of student journalists and

The Cigar wishes University President David Dooley well as he
leaves URI. PHOTO CREDIT: providencejournal.com

the support of student organizations, such as the
Cigar, that we appreciate. In a media landscape
where people frequently deny interview requests
and fear even student journalists, Dooley has rarely said no to a conversation on the record.
It’s easier to say something than to actually do
something. Yet Dooley has consistently and directly shown his support for student media over time,
even as he holds the most important position at
the University.
The Cigar looks forward to meeting with
and interviewing Parlange when he joins URI in
August. But for now, as Dooley winds down his
12-year career at URI, the Cigar wishes him an
enjoyable retirement and thanks him for his support over the years. It has not gone unnoticed, and
please say hi to Rhody for us.
- Kate LeBlanc, Editor-in-Chief and Nicole
Wagner, Managing Editor

gave students an assurance that their GPAs would not be
tanked by an unforeseen, worldwide change. While it was
only a band-aid for the wider problems (i.e. a lack of understanding about technology, learning a new mode of
communication and a lack of student motivation), it was
a sturdy band-aid that helped students recover.
The Student Senate has pushed to have this policy
reinstated last semester and this semester, but these proposals have not been passed through the Faculty Senate. Student senators have been champions for all other
students during the pandemic and have worked hard to
advocate for students, but it seems like the same commitment has not been echoed by the Faculty Senate.
As mentioned above, the Student Senate recommended many policies to the Faculty Senate that would
have worked to ease students’ stress, but only a Spirit
Week was enacted, which was completely coordinated by
the Student Senate. While this is helpful, more is needed
to be done than just calls for compassion. Words and resources are nice, but policy is the only way to truly support faculty and students.
This lack of programs and policies has made it seem
that we are meant to operate as we would during a normal year at URI when we are clearly not in a normal
year.
While I do not believe that leaders at the University
have purposely shucked their duty to the same students
who pay their salaries, leadership must do better in the
future. Hire more administrators to support departments
that are currently overworked and understaffed, ensure
that students are guaranteed necessities for mental health
in University policies and simply listen to what the larger
community is asking for.
-Jason Phillips, News Editor
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Ask Abbie: Earth Day!
Also, farewell!

The wheel is
turning now

Abbie Judson | Contributing Reporter

Evan McAlice | Social Media Coordinator

Good morning my sweet
tree buds. I hope you all are
bursting out of your leafy cocoons after hibernating the past
few months from the wintery
weather and are gearing up for
the most important day of the
year, AKA April 22, Earth Day!
I am imagining the day
now. Instagram’s feed is full of
beautiful photo sets of nature; a
raw kale salad tastes good, like
a crisp, watery wedge of iceberg
lettuce for the first time ever;
and a teenage squirrel’s brain
waves provides the information
that they are kind and loving animals after all.
Whatever Earth Day brings
to you this year, I hope you feel
the warm crust of the Earth encircling you in a healing hug and
for the 77.3 percent illuminated
waxing gibbous moon to provide you with clarity. By the way,
do you know what moon phase
you were born on? No pressure,
but you should look it up.
As I am sure you have noticed, I am horrible at segways.
So, in my traditional fashion,
speaking of moon phases, I
need to get nostalgic for a quick
second.
With this being the last issue
of the Good Five Cent Cigar
for the semester, and as I will be
graduating in a few weeks, my
time has come to say farewell.
Cue “My Heart Will Go On Love Theme from ‘Titanic’” by
Céline Dion and James Horner.
Being a part of the Good
Five Cent Cigar over the past
six semesters has defined much
of my college experience. I never thought it would be like this
after I attended one meeting in
the first weeks of my freshman
year and left halfway through
for one reason or another.
Fast forward to the fall semester of my sophomore year.
It was October 2018, on what

When I walked into my first Cigar meeting in September of my
sophomore year, I was so overwhelmed that I left before it ended.
Perhaps walking straight into this editorial minefield on the first day
was not the wisest decision, but I (naively) didn’t know they were just
gonna throw stories at us right off the bat.
After a particularly rough freshman year that left me wondering
why I even went back to the University of Rhode Island in the first
place, I decided to give the Cigar a shot. I figured that I needed to meet
more people and immerse myself in the URI community to fully enjoy
it. Plus, it would be a nice resume booster, since I did just switch to the
writing and rhetoric major the semester before. But after that one meeting, I knew I couldn’t hack it. Maybe it just wasn’t for me.
Fast forward to the next semester and I unknowingly befriended
two people that changed the course of my URI journey: Ian Weiner, the then editor-in-chief of the Cigar, and Theresa Brown, the then
managing editor and future editor-in-chief. They both tried to convince
me to join the Cigar for weeks to no avail. That was until I met Siobhan
Richards, the Cigar’s public relations director, at a Career Fair. She told
me that she was looking for a social media assistant for the next semester, and I responded with an emphatic “Why not?”
A few weeks later, I went to my first production meeting. It was latenight chaos-fueled madness, headlined by across-the-room yelling, the
mysterious case of a vanishing cup of ranch and many Canva-related
meltdowns. It was one of the most fun nights I ever had at URI.
Being a part of the Cigar allowed me to branch out and try things
I would have never thought possible, especially for someone with no
experience in journalism. I wrote stories, mostly starting with boring
event coverage and low-effort album reviews, but soon I had developed
enough skill to write about more serious topics.
Ian approached me about becoming the anchor for the revamped
Five Cent Cigar Newscast, which I happily agreed to. Being in the new
broadcast studio every Wednesday morning surrounded by such amazing people is a memory I will always carry with me.
Then, the pandemic hit. I was sidelined temporarily, but a lot
changed for me after we began resuming operations. My title was renamed to social media coordinator, I started to get more fluent in Canva and I learned how to edit video packages. All things considered, if
it weren’t for this pandemic, I’m not sure I would have grown so much
within the organization in such a short amount of time.
And while I wish I could have ended my time with the Cigar in the
office that started it all, I will still carry the memories and friendships I
have created through this organization for the rest of my life. We wrote
together, laughed together, argued about hot dogs being sandwiches together and some of us even lived together. I wouldn’t trade those experiences in for the world.
To Theresa Brown, Ian Weiner, Kayla Michaud, Andy Main,
James McIntosh, Laura Weick, Siobhan Richards, Mary Lind, Nathaniel Sandoval and Leah Crowley: thank you for helping me grow here
from the very beginning.
To Kate LeBlanc, Nicole Wagner, Jason Phillips, Adam Zangari,
Kayla Laguerre-Lewis, Will Pipicelli, Imani Fleming, Aniekan Okon
and Leah Popovic: you are all doing incredible work. Thank you all for
making the Cigar so incredible during such a difficult time to be a print
newspaper.
I walked into the Cigar office for the first time as a scared little
sophomore with no friends, scared out of my mind and uncertain of
my future at URI. I wish I could go back and tell him that everything
would have turned out fine. This office would become a second home
on campus. The people here will become your second family. You will
grow so much as both a writer and a person.
He probably wouldn’t believe me.

was most likely a rainy day,
since it rained every Tuesday
and Thursday that year. I distinctly remember leaning across
the computer lab table in Ranger Hall to ask Ian Weiner, theneditor-in-chief, about when the
next Cigar meeting was.
Maybe in the back of my
mind I heard the voices of
those older and wiser telling
me to get involved, or maybe I
was inspired by professor Jason
Jaacks’s multimedia reporting
class and realized that if I wanted to be him, then I had to get
moving.
I think we can all guess
which reason it was, but either way, joining the Cigar was
one of the best choices I made
during college, and I cannot
thank everyone who helped me
along the way enough.
The former editor-in-chief
Ian Weiner guided me through
the first year-and-a-half as I
transitioned from a contributing reporter into a staff reporter. Theresa Brown, who served
as the editor-in-chief last year
continued the hype and gave me
so much encouragement with
stories, eventually being the
spearhead for this column, Ask
Abbie.
I cannot forget to thank
Editor-In-Chief Kate LeBlanc,
who has continuously led with
an inspiring amount of kindness
and persistence; not to mention
the many others, Nicole Wagner, Kayla Laguerre-Lewis, Jason Phillips, Laura Weick, Kay-

la Michaud, Andy Main, Mary
Lind and the many more who
have stayed so patient and supportive, and whom I have grown
so much with over the past three
years.
Thank you to everyone who
has stuck with my antics and
melodramatic internal monologues. You’ve been with me
through my multiple identity
crises, including the ones I had
about eating iceberg lettuce or
the (multiple) times I thought I
was psychic.
We’ve been through happy
moments, such as when a fellow
student found me on Facebook
and messaged me how much she
enjoyed my “Things to do on a
Friday night” article, in which
I talked about sprinkling oats
in your friends’ ears, and we’ve
been through the humbling
moments such as when I interviewed an artist and professor
on his art installation which resulted in us both crying together
in the Fine Arts Center.
Despite the moments of
questioning what I was doing as
I wrote six articles in one week, I
know it was all worth it. Whether this is the first article of mine
that you’ve ever read or the
121st, I believe that if fate took
your eyeballs and dropped them
on these very words, then we’re
stuck together for life.
Sorry I don’t make the rules,
I just relay them! I wish everyone endless amounts of success
and happiness in the times to
come. Hugs and kisses!

PHOTO CREDIT: Contributed by Abbie Judson

PHOTO CREDIT: James McIntosh
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A picture is worth a thousand words, but this goodbye is 559
James McIntosh | Photo Editor

I am honestly not sure which thought is more jarring to me: the idea that in just over a month, I will be
accepting my college diploma when it feels like I just
got one from high school, or the fact that this is the
last issue of the Good Five Cent Cigar that will feature
some of my photos or one of my stories.
My name is James McIntosh. I will soon be graduating from the University of Rhode Island with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology and a bachelor’s degree in criminology and criminal justice to attend law
school.
I enjoy many hobbies, such as cooking and boxing, but ever since my freshman year of high school,
I have loved photography. That love dimmed somewhat when I first came to URI. In adjusting to college
life and trying to figure out what I wanted to major
in, photography fell by the wayside. By the time I finally declared my double major towards the end of
my third semester at the University, I hadn’t used my
camera in months. I decided to look into opportunities for photography at URI, which led me to emailing
then-Editor-in-Chief Ian Wiener to ask if the Cigar
could use another photographer. And so it began.
I think the reason that it is so hard for me to come
to terms with the thoughts of my time at both URI
and the Cigar coming to an end is because, ever since
I joined the Cigar as a contributing photographer in
the spring semester of 2019, the newspaper has largely defined my college experience.
PHOTO CREDIT: James McIntosh
Since joining the Cigar, I have worked as a con-

tributing photographer, staff photographer and now
as the photo editor for the entire paper. Much of my
time in between my studies has been spent at various
URI events that the paper covered. From being on the
turf at Meade Stadium and hardwood floors in the
Ryan Center to the many events held on the Quad or
in the Memorial Union, doing photography for the
Cigar has given me an up-close view of many events
that most students only see from the stands or at a distance.
Also, whether they are current members, former
members or I met them through people involved with
the newspaper, practically every significant person in
my life at URI has roots that can be traced back to
the Cigar, directly or indirectly. I live with the former
Editor-in-Chief Theresa Brown and the current Social Media Coordinator Evan McAlice. Evan and I
met our other roommates Jackie and Glynnis through
Theresa. We live right down the road from our friends
Andy Main and Kayla Michaud, the former news
editor and entertainment editor, respectively. Most of
the visitors to our Narragansett house are friends who
have been involved in the Cigar at one time or another, such as Erin Hassman and Nate Plusquellic.
Leaving the Cigar is easily the most painful aspect
of graduating for me, but I won’t be leaving behind
the incredible friends that I have made or forgetting
the amazing experiences we had together. I look forward to building upon them. The only regret I have
regarding the Cigar is that I didn’t join it in the first
semester of freshman year, to have been able to add
a year-and-a-half of memories to those I have now.

That’s a wrap
Kayla Michaud | Entertainment Editor Emerita

Picture this: A freshman walks into a
college newspaper office with no journalism experience, no close friends and no understanding of how this decision will heavily influence her college career.
This quickly turns into many trips to
Applebee’s with the staff, scream-singing
lyrics to “The Middle” on the weekends,
endless hours in the office piecing the
newspaper together and four semesters of
being an entertainment editor. There is a
lot more to it, but this goes to show how
quickly I found my place at the Good Five
Cent Cigar.
Walking into the office for the first
time, I had no idea what to expect. Four
years later, I’m walking out of the office
with countless memories, lots of editorial
experience and over two years worth of
Wednesday nights spent putting together a
newspaper.
The Cigar office was the first place I
felt at home at the University of Rhode Island. It’s the place where I fell in love with
journalism for a while, met my first role
models at URI and grew closer with the
people I’m still friends with today.
The fall of my sophomore year was my
first semester as entertainment editor. My
first ever meeting as an editor not a single
person took a story from me. It was a lot of
me writing the majority of the stories to fill
two pages and no one ever wanting to cover

the music convocation.
With lots of hard work and dedication
this turned into filling four pages of just
entertainment stories from many reporters
multiple times AND having more luck with
covering the music convocation!
To say my reporters made me proud
is an understatement. One of my favorite
parts about being an editor was working
with reporters on their skills and seeing
them improve week after week. Especially
when I see a lot of the freshmen from my
sophomore year now running the paper, it
makes me extra proud.
Eventually there comes a time to reflect on the influence you’ve had on the Cigar and how the Cigar has influenced you
as a journalist and an individual. I simply
could not have done this without the support and teachings of my first editors as
freshmen. To the seniors and juniors my
freshman year, thank you for welcoming
me, pushing me to chase stories and grow
as a young student journalist. Thank you
for becoming friends with us freshmen and
staying our friends today. Your support has
not stopped since you all graduated and I
strive to be like that for the current Cigar
staff once I officially graduate.
As sad as it is to admit, after my fourth
semester as entertainment editor, I was
ready to step down. I felt like I brought
the section as far as I was meant to bring
it. The best thing about the Cigar is that
it keeps getting handed down to the next
generation to continue to keep it alive. I

was ready to step down because someone
else was more than ready to step up. To the
“other Kayla,” the current entertainment
editor, thank you for keeping the section
alive. This section has seen nothing but
growth, especially over the past three years.
You’ve worked hard for this, and, without a
doubt, continuously make the section, the
paper and myself incredibly proud.
To the original freshman newspaper
takeover, thank you for being some of my
first close friends my freshman year. Thank
you for inspiring me to work harder on
stories and keep print journalism alive. To
Ian, Theresa and Andy, I simply could not
imagine my time at the Cigar without any

of you. Here’s to you all being three of my
closest friends at URI. To Susan, thank you
for being my school mom and for always
supporting us as young individuals.
I honestly hate saying goodbye. Simply because it makes me sad. However, this
isn’t officially goodbye. No matter where I
am, I’m excited to see the Cigar and its staff
continue to grow and thrive as an organization.
My time as entertainment editor cannot be matched, and I cannot thank everyone enough who has supported me and the
growth of this section along the way.
PHOTO CREDIT: Matt Leake
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Letter to the Editor: Jake ‘21
I am writing in response to recent works by
Professor Donna M. Hughes, specifically her letter to the editor in the Good Five Cent Cigar.
In this letter, Dr. Hughes paints transgender people as victims of a diabolical scheme to
convince them to undergo medical procedures.
She writes, “There is very big funding behind
the transgender movement from billionaires
and pharmaceutical and biomedical companies.
Once a young person enters the hormone and
surgery pipeline, they are patients for life.”
Dr. Hughes, I would like to come clean and
say that absolutely no one came up to me and
told me I was transgender. No shady figure in a
dark alleyway offered me vials of testosterone.
On the contrary, the current medical system puts
many roadblocks on the path to gender-affirming
care. I had to do a lot of legwork to find healthcare professionals who would listen to my needs
and who had experience working with transgender patients.
Many people know they are trans for years
before coming out because they are afraid of rejection from friends and family. When I came out
to my parents, I had already packed a “bug-out”
bag, just in case they took it the worst way. I knew
I was risking every relationship I had and my opportunity to attend college. But being able to be
myself is worth it all.
Before I could talk to a doctor about hormones or fill out a form to change my name, I
had to undergo six months of therapy. This is
primarily because gender dysphoria and fear of
rejection often cause intense depression and anxiety for trans youth.
Therapists can help young people handle
mental illness and teach them about their options as far as legal, social, and medical transition. Throughout the (lengthy) process of changing my legal documents and for the first year of
receiving testosterone, I remained in therapy to
make sure I was doing well. I was a minor at the
time, and my parents went to therapy with me,
did extensive research, and were a huge source of
support. I wouldn’t be here today if they hadn’t
decided to listen to me and let me walk my path.
No medical intervention is ever undertaken
lightly, and gender-affirming procedures are no
exception. Before any procedure or prescription,
a physician will inform their patient of potential
side effects and complications. What I choose to
do with my body is a matter for me and my physician to discuss; everyone else can mind their own
business (no offense).
Transgender medicine has been around for
over a century. One of the first physicians to offer
hormone replacement therapy to his transgender
patients was Magnus Hirschfeld, a German phy-

sician at the Institute for Sexual Science in Berlin, in 1918. These treatments are by no means
new or experimental.
Dr. Hughes claims that a person cannot
change their sex; I would counter that many people (myself included) can and have changed their
hormones and other physical attributes that are
part of what makes up their “biological sex”. My
lack of a Y chromosome has never come up in
my day-to-day life – with the exception of when
transphobes attempt to wield it as a weapon
against my identity.
Furthermore, many trans people choose not
to undergo any medical transition at all. Trans
people have existed long before surgical procedures and hormone treatments were options.
There are many third and non-binary gender
identities recognized in cultures around the
globe. Rhode Island has its own transgender historical figure, the Public Universal Friend. Born
in Cumberland in 1752, the Friend was a preacher who chose not to go by their birth name or
gendered pronouns. Treating trans identities as
a recent phenomenon dismisses the longstanding
historical record of trans lives worldwide.
Dr. Hughes’ transphobic rhetoric cannot be
separated from the rash of anti-trans legislation
breaking out all over the country. Just this month,
Arkansas became the first state to ban gender-affirming care for transgender youth. This would
prevent trans kids from receiving the same medical care that saved me from a very dark place
growing up.
Many states are also banning transgender
students from competing in school sports. Even
in Rhode Island, a bill was introduced to the
Senate in March that would ban transgender students from playing on the team that aligns with
their gender identity. According to the guidelines
presented in this bill, I would be required to play
on a women’s team, despite being on testosterone
for over five years!
Transgender people know who they are. We
are not being duped or manipulated or exploited
by some global conspiracy to make Big Pharma
more money. The medical procedures we choose
to undergo are between us and our medical professionals – politicians and ideologues can keep
their noses out of it! These interventions are never done without due consideration, knowledge
of the risks, and fully informed consent. And
rhetoric like that espoused by Dr. Hughes is part
of a much wider campaign by anti-transgender
lobbyists to extinguish us – either by making it
impossible for us to access healthcare or legal
recognition, or by pushing us out of public life.
-- Jake, URI Class of 2021

Letter to the Editor:
Anonymous
I am writing in response to Donna Hughes’ recent articles and statements about the transgender community.
Dear URI Community,
I am a transgender student at URI, and I am afraid for my future.
All around the country right now, states are suddenly proposing legislation that would restrict trans people’s ability to medically transition
and ability to exist authentically in spaces such as athletics. So when a
faculty member calls into question the validity of trans people to know
who we are and spreads lies about us, as a means of encouraging our
civil liberties to be taken away, I feel compelled to say something.
I know who I am. No one, including doctors, convinced me that I
am trans. When I came out at 17, my parents were actively unsupportive of my transition, as they continue to be. My doctor at the time was
very uneducated about how to best support trans patients. After I came
out, she agreed to have me tested for autism at the local psychiatric
hospital upon my parents request. My parents likely tried to have me
diagnosed with a condition that I do not have in order to keep guardianship of me past age 18 to try and stop me from transitioning. This
is just one example of how challenging it is for transgender people to
receive the care they need. Many obstacles get in the way of medically
transitioning, including unsupportive family and uneducated doctors
My trans community is the reason that I have survived these challenges in my life. My trans friends gave me hand-me-down clothes so
that I would have clothes to wear, were the moral support for me when
my parents caused me such heartache, and helped me to find trans-inclusive healthcare for the first time in my life.
I have still not medically transitioned, because I know my parents
will no longer support me in any way and will probably stop speaking
to me once I do, and I am waiting until I have the financial independence to handle that situation. But knowing that I will be able to medically transition in the future is the one piece of hope I hold onto. My
gender dysphoria causes me major amounts of distress and pain every
single day of my life. I have been in therapy for over two years with a
therapist who is very well-versed in working with the trans community.
No amount of therapy will change the fact that I am transgender. But
a medical transition will relieve my gender dysphoria and allow me to
feel at home in my body. And I deserve to feel at home in my body just
as much as any cisgender person.
A medical transition is not dangerous or experimental, it will save
my life. When people spread lies about the safety of a medical transition and try to imply that the trans community is a danger to society, it
terrifies me. I am so afraid that I will lose my right to medically transition. I am afraid that I will lose my right to exist in public spaces.
I am also deeply disturbed at how people stand by and say nothing
when these lies are spread about the trans community. At the time when
we need the most support, I expect the URI community to do more to
stand up for us, protect us, and keep us safe.
Trans people are beautiful and we deserve to feel safe and supported in all spaces. We deserve to feel safe at URI.
Sincerely,
A transgender student at URI
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Writers’ Rankings:
Best songs to
celebrate Earth Day

The best documentaries about our
planet to watch this Earth Day

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

In commemoration of Earth Day, one might be interested in watching a couple documentaries about
our wonderful planet. So here is a list of documentaries, brought to you by an aspiring documentary filmmaker, that are perfect for the occasion.

Before the first Earth Day in
1970, environmentalism was becoming more popular through the
music of the day. Over 50 years
later, Earth Day has become a day
symbolic of peace and nature, so
get outside and check out these
great songs to celebrate the day.
7. “Earth” by Lil Dicky
(2019)
This song is … awful, but
important! There’s a lot going on
in it, and it’s probably better to
watch the lengthy 7-minute-long
music video instead of listening
to the track. The 30 featured vocalists, including artists like Ariana Grande, Snoop Dogg, Ed
Sheeran, the Backstreet Boys and
more, cannot save this song sonically. However, the message, while
simple, is still necessary: we all love
our Earth, so let’s save it. You’re
not going to find me listening to
this song, but you may catch me
singing “we love the Earth, it is our
planet” under my breath. I can’t
help that it’s catchy!
6. “Feels Like Summer” by
Childish Gambino (2018)
When Childish Gambino
dropped this absolute bop in the
summer of 2018, the message
went right over my head. It just
makes you just want to chill out on
a hot summer day, and then you
get into the lyrics. “Every day gets
hotter than the one before / Running out of water, it’s about to go
down, go down / Air that kill the
bees that we depend upon / Birds
were made for singing / Waking
up to no sound / No sound.” A
catchy song with good vibes that
actually has really important messaging in the lyrics is one of my
favorite niche genres of music, so
of course, this had to make my list.
5. “Send It On” by Miley
Cyrus, Jonas Brothers, Demi
Lovato and Selena Gomez
(2009)
Okay, I know you all remember this amazing collaboration.
Back in 2009, Disney gathered its
biggest stars for the charity project Disney’s Friends For Change,
a prosocial “green” initiative, and
this was their main promotional
song. It constantly played on commercial breaks on Disney Channel, and it definitely made little
me want to “go green.” It’s a great
throwback and, chances are, it’s
been a minute since you heard it,
so this is your sign to give it a listen
again.
4. “Mercy Mercy Me (The
Ecology)” by Marvin Gaye
(1971)

Released a year after the first
ever Earth Day, this Marvin Gaye
track became an environmentalism anthem. It was a huge hit,
with his recognizable silky vocals
and soulful instrumentals, and
went on to win a Grammy Hall of
Fame award in 2002. It represents
the peak of the movement, a time
in which songs like this weren’t so
few and far between. There’s also
a brilliant saxophone solo, which
is always a bonus. The ending instrumentals are haunting, almost
as haunting as the fact that 50
years ago, he put out a track about
our deteriorating Earth that is becoming more relevant as the days
go on.
3. “This Land Is Your
Land” by Woody Guthrie (1945)
As one of the most popular
American folk songs in history,
it’s become a song used in many
movements, particularly the civil
rights movement, but of course,
in environmentalism as well. This
isn’t a song that really focuses on
the negative effects we’re having
on the Earth, but reminds us that
this is our land, and we have to take
care of it. So take a break to really
appreciate the beauty around you
and sing along; I’m sure that you
had to learn the words at some
point in your life.

Melissa Marchese | Contributing Reporter

“David Attenborough: A Life On Our Planet” (2020)
This should come of no surprise to anyone. Sir David Attenborough has been one of the biggest names
when it comes to wildlife conservation and nature documentaries for decades. It would be a crime not to
put at least one on this list. This documentary explains Attenborough’s concerns over the current state of
the earth on account of the impacts from humanity. With spectacular cinematography, Attenborough makes
insightful and thought-provoking statements that make you think hard about the state of our planet now and
where it is headed. How can you not want to save the planet after watching the breathtaking footage of the
diverse wildlife that also call this planet home?

“Plastic Wars” (2020)
Today, we recycle our plastic Starbucks cups and tuck our metal straws back in our pockets with a pat
on the back for saving a turtle. Through investigative journalism, this broadcast-like documentary examines
recycling plastics, from huge global corporations to China to a field in Indonesia. The big question being
where the plastics, like that Starbucks cup, are going after you throw them in the recycling bin. The answer
will shock you.

“The National Parks: America’s Best Idea” (2009)
My family and I are big into the outdoors. I have been to 16 national parks and countless more state
parks and national monuments. National parks are a great way to see the natural beauty of the world that
has remained relatively untouched by humanity. Instead of one documentary film, this one is a whole miniseries. The Ken Burns series goes into the history of the parks and why they were created. In addition to the
incredible archival footage, the series is full of remarkable footage of the parks. For someone who has been
to some of these places, seeing the cinematography of this series makes me feel like I am visiting for the first
time again. It is a must-watch and might even convince you to visit some of the wonderful parks yourself. It
is important that we keep them safe.

“Chasing Coral” (2017)

This documentary takes viewers to an underwater world that is absolutely beautiful; at least it used to be.
The documentary dives (haha get it?) into the world of coral reefs and how they are dying at unprecedented
rates. These vital ecosystems are supposed to be these diverse and colorful worlds that are teeming with life,
but what is shown in this film is a desolate wasteland as the creators of the documentary try to uncover why
2. “Earth Song” by Michael this is happening.
Jackson (1982)
Yes, I know. Michael Jackson. It’s controversial. This song
though? Timeless. It fits in perfectly with his other socially conscious songs, but there’s something
special about this song and its incredibly powerful music video. His
background vocals are gorgeous
and I can’t help but try to harmonize with him (probably quite
poorly) and the choir that kicks
in later on in the song. It runs at
almost seven minutes, yet I have
to listen to it all the way through
every time.

“My Octopus Teacher” (2020)

As we approach finals week, I am sure we are all experiencing some amount of burn out. This documentary provides a very calming, touching look into the relationship between a filmmaker and his journey
of finding himself again. After struggling with burn out, Craig Foster decides to free dive every day in a kelp
forest off the coast of Cape Town and finds himself befriending an octopus. Although this film is not necessarily about saving the planet or showcasing the wonder of the natural world, it shows the incredible bond
one can make with nature. We have the ability to learn so much from the wildlife around us. For that reason
alone, it is important to protect it.

You may notice a certain “documentary” wasn’t included. When the general public sees the word “documentary,” they may automatically think it's factual. This is, unfortunately, not always the case. Unlike the
documentaries listed above, Netflix’s “Seaspiracy” is full of bias and misinformation. It is allowed to call itself
a documentary because there is no regulation in place to show an audience how accurate the content is. To
call “Seaspiracy” a documentary is an abuse of the word and manipulates the general public into believing
what’s presented in the overly dramatic, heavily skewed movie.
When searching for something to watch on Earth Day, it is important to keep in mind that not every
1. “Big Yellow Taxi” by “documentary” is worthy of the label.
Joni Mitchell (1970)
I couldn’t make this list without the folk goddess herself. Released the same month of the first
ever Earth Day, “Big Yellow Taxi”
is one of Joni Mitchell’s best and
most popular songs. Strumming
her guitar to a steady beat with her
falsetto and strong background vocals, it’s the perfect song for a nice
spring day. “They paved paradise,
put up a parking lot” is the catchy,
repetitive chorus among lyrics like
“hey farmer, farmer, put away the
DDT now.” It’s been covered numerous times, but Mitchell’s original will always be the best in my
book.
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R.I. students share art of what the ocean means to them
in Feinstein exhibit
Juliana Lepore | Contributing Reporter

In honor of the University of Rhode Island’s Graduate
School of Oceanography’s 60th anniversary, the program
hosted a Youth Art Competition and Professional Art Exhibition at the Alan Shawn Feinstein Providence Campus.
The competition is running from April 5-29, and featured a Gallery Night on April 15. The exhibit features artwork focused on oceans from professional artists and K-12
students in Rhode Island.
A virtual tour of the exhibit was also featured on YouTube, narrated by Steven Pennell, the marketing and communications chair of the Urban Arts and Culture Program
of the University’s Alan Shawn Feinstein College of Education and Professional Studies.
Participating artists were instructed to draw what the
ocean means to them as a Rhode Islander, according to the
competition’s website. All artists were required to submit a
maximum 100-word statement that “provides information
on how you interpreted the theme through your artwork.”
The kid’s division was divided into sections by age:
kindergarten through second grade, grades 3-5, grades 6-8
and grades 9-12.
Artwork in the kindergarten through second grade division was full of imagination from the young artists, featuring crayon drawings of mermaids, hot-glued seashells,
people on boats in the water and colorful fish and octopi.
The artwork in the third to fifth grade division was

just as colorful as those in the K-2 division and contained
drawings of underwater coral, red crabs and sea turtles.
One drawing was of the sunset over the Newport Bridge,
which was a unique take on the prompt compared to others.
In the sixth through eighth grade division, the artwork
was naturally more advanced than those of the younger
children. Detailed drawings of surfers on the beach, sunsets over the ocean with real sand and photographs of
rocks and shells were all adorable to look at.
“We were just stunned by the number of works that
the youth in Rhode Island submitted for this first competition,” Pennell said. “They really are representative of the
entire state.”
One of the most interesting parts of the children’s
drawings was seeing how differently and uniquely each
child took the prompt. For younger children, it was more
imaginative, and as the children matured, their artwork
matured as well.
Two beautiful oil paintings were on display, painted
by local professional artist Andrea Sawyer. The paintings
featured detailed images of a seashell on the sand and sea
foam waves crashing onto the shore.
One painting that caught the eye featured a lobster on
a plate at a restaurant. This was an interesting take on the
prompt, bringing awareness to fishing, the killing of our
ocean animals and our consumption of them.
Professional photographs were also featured of vari-
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ous Rhode Island landmarks, like different lighthouses and
bridges. The photographs featured beautiful ocean sunsets
and landscapes.
Another painting that I particularly liked is one by
Libby Manchester, another local Rhode Island artist. She
drew the waves forming in the ocean, and it reminded me
of a mountain range, with the waves forming peaks and
valleys and the foam acting as snowcaps.
Overall, I really enjoyed watching the virtual art exhibition. It was inspiring to see the different interpretations
from the different artists and see how they matured with
age.

Live theatre will return,
it’s just a matter of when

SEC (virtually)
hosts Jason Derulo

URI Theatre weighs in on pandemic’s effect on industry

Ashlyn Messier | Staff Reporter

Juliana Lepore | Contributing Reporter

Despite theatres being empty since March
2020, the University of Rhode Island theatre department continues to produce virtual shows while
remaining hopeful for the return of live performances.
According to URI Theatre Director David T.
Howard, theatre students have been working hard
to gain new virtual skills, calling it a “silver lining”
in the pandemic.
The theatre department has produced five
radio plays since the beginning of the pandemic. In addition, he said they’ve produced a filmed
production of “Miss Nelson is Missing” and are
working on the Zoom play “The Importance of
being Earnest in a Pandemic.”
Howard said that this has taught theatre students to be flexible and enabled them to learn new
skills that will be beneficial to their careers.
“Offering students the opportunity to explore these things gives them the chance to then
integrate them in ways that we don’t know,” said
Howard.
Howard said that the theatre industry is
constantly growing, changing and evolving, and
teaching students new skills is preparing them for
the future of theatre, whatever that may be.
“One thing that I think theatre majors can
take out of this is [adaptability]. We’ve tried to
embrace a variety of different ways of formulating
theatre,” said Howard. “These students are much
more resilient and have much more ability to create.”
Sophomore theatre major Kayla Ribiero said
that it’s “frightening” being a theatre major in a
time of uncertainty.
“It’s really difficult in general to get jobs as
an actor, and the pandemic now has made that
even worse,” Ribiero said. “However, in a way, it’s
a blessing but a curse, because now we’re used to
doing things online.”
Ribiero said that one of the benefits of everything being online is being able to audition for

jobs across the country. She said that she’s been
able to audition for roles all the way in California
by sending in audition tapes.
She went on to say that the biggest challenge
of the pandemic making everything online has
been losing the connection with others that you
can’t get via Zoom.
“It’s easier for everyone to get together online,
because you just open your computer, and you’re
at rehearsal,” Ribiero said. “However, through
Zoom it’s harder to bond with the cast and crew
because you can’t see each other face-to-face.”
Although the theatre industry in the United
States, particularly Broadway, has been shut down
since the beginning of the pandemic, Howard remains hopeful for the reopening of theatres across
the country in the near future.
“The theatre industry has been around for
thousands of years,” Howard said. “We’ve been
through wars. We’ve been through pandemics.
We’ve been through civil unrest. I think it will take
a while, but it will definitely come back sooner or
later.”
Howard predicts that when theatres open up
again, there will be challenges with social distancing within the theatre and a loss of ticket sales.
The loss of revenue will be more of a problem for
bigger Broadway shows, such as “Hamilton” and
“Wicked,” with larger casts and larger expenses.
The less people that can go to the shows, the less
money they make, which will force them to lower
their budgets, hurting those productions most in
the long run.
URI’s theatre department is preparing for
next semester, hoping to be able to have in-person
productions with audiences at limited capacity.
“Right now we’re picking our season for next
year, and we’re managing to think about what is
the lowest amount of people that we can have in
a space, yet still support what we’re trying to do,”
said Howard.
Ribiero said that she looks forward to the day
that the theatre department can work fully faceto-face again, doing what they love and putting on
live productions.

Have you ever been to a concert before where you didn’t even have to
leave your house or put on anything but your pajamas? The University of
Rhode Island’s Student Entertainment Committee put on a virtual concert
last week starring global recording artist Jason Derulo which allowed the
URI community to do so.
Watching a concert on your computer is definitely a strange experience, but it is a great opportunity to put on some comfy clothes, grab some
snacks and listen to some music.
The Zoom concert, which was free to the first 1,000 URI students
who signed up, started at 9 p.m. on Sunday, April 18 and only lasted about
40 minutes. On the student end, I could see Jason Derulo on my screen and
could access the chat, but I couldn’t see how many participants there were
or any of the participants which made it look more professional. There
were a few tiny glitches throughout the show, but it was pretty clear for the
most part. There was no encore, or questions or anything like that after the
performance. It opened up with Derulo singing and ended pretty much
right after he was finished.
The setup was pretty cool, and looked like he had a little stage made
at his house. There were background dancers on stage with him, which
wasn’t a surprise since Derulo is known for his dancing as well as his singing. He also stayed in the same location for the entirety of the concert,
which I liked because it made it feel more like a concert and a little less like
a music video.
The bright lights and fire in the background were attention grabbing,
and Derulo played a lot of popular songs. He performed some of his newer
songs like “Take You Dancing,” “Swalla” and “Savage Love,” to which
he performed the TikTok dance that accompanies it of course. He also
brought back some older classics like “Trumpets,” “Ridin’ Solo” and “Talk
Dirty.”
He didn’t really talk to the audience too much throughout the show,
except for talking a little bit about how he wrote “Ridin’ Solo” because he
wanted to create a song about loving yourself. There were a few very brief
shoutouts to URI throughout the show, like saying “Rhode Island” during
“Savage Love” and “University of Rhode Island” in “Trumpets” and
“Talk Dirty.” The shout outs were subtle, but it was a nice touch because
the shoutouts were what reminded me that this was something that only
URI students could watch, and it wasn’t just a video posted on the internet.
Watching a concert through a screen is definitely a strange experience
and I think that the show was a good one considering the circumstances.
Based on the performance over Zoom, I think that Jason Derulo would
have put on an amazing in-person show, since he was very energetic and
entertaining. I have always loved going to concerts and not having them for
so long has been weird. Being able to attend a show like this was pretty cool
and made me even more excited for in-person concerts to be held again.
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THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE LECTURE SERIES
6pm • VIRTUAL MEETINGS • FREE

Elizabeth Kennedy (EKLA, Brooklyn, NY) and Jennifer Ward Souder
(Greener by Design, New Brunswick, NJ) will deliver a lecture titled
“STANDING AT THE CORNER OF DESIGN AND SOCIAL JUSTICE.” Register at: https://web.uri.edu/lar/lecture-series/

GAL PALS

6pm - 7pm • VIRTUAL MEETINGS • FREE

Join the Gender & Sexuality Center every Thursday at 6 pm over zoom
for Gal Pals, our guided student-led group to build community among
lgbtq women. Use the stream url to join the Zoom meeting!

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2021

MOVIE NIGHT AT MEADE: SOUL
8pm • Meade Stadium • FREE

Happy Last Week of Classes, Rams! Join us for a Movie Night at Meade
Stadium. We will be showing Disney/Pixar’s film “Soul.” Make sure to
bring blankets and layers. Movie Description: Joe is a middle-school band
teacher whose life hasn’t quite gone the way he expected. His true passion
is jazz -- and he’s good. But when he travels to another realm to help
someone find their passion, he soon discovers what it means to have soul.

BARE BODY POWER EVENT

3pm - 5pm • Quad near Ranger Hall • FREE

Bare Body Power is all about spreading body positivity and feeling confident in your skin! Come in ANY clothes that make you feel powerful and
paint the parts of your body that you have been told to hide. We are promoting the idea that skin is not sexual and no one should be ashamed of
what they wear. Photos will be taken so you can see your best self! Please
wear a mask at ALL times and be mindful of social distancing. Body
gems, paint, glitter, and more will be provided! DM @barebodypower on
Instagram or email barebodypowerevent@gmail.com with any questions.
https://www.instagram.com/barebodypower/

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021

SPRING SPLASH: VIRTUALLY YOURS
A VIRTUAL STUDENT FASHION EVENT
5pm - 6:30pm • VIRTUAL EVENT • FREE

The show must go on! The annual Spring Splash fashion event presented by the Department of Textiles, Fashion Merchandising and Design
(TMD) at the College of Business will go virtual this year. Traditionally
a runway show debuting one-of-a-kind apparel designed by our talented
TMD students, this year you will be treated to an unforgettable virtual
show with expanded content. Be blown away by garments designed
and handmade by our students, view items from the historic textiles
collection, and learn more about the department’s breadth of offerings
from design and promotion to textile science and preservation. To view:
https://web.uri.edu/business/news-and-events/spring-splash/

MONDAY, APRIL 28, 2021

BOOKS AND BITES
10am - 3pm • Quad • FREE

The URI Rotaract Club is hosting a fundraiser and donation event to
benefit The Jonnycake Center. We are selling Allie’s donuts for $2 a piece
(please bring cash) and are collecting books and textbooks that are in good
condition. All monetary proceeds and all donated books/textbooks will be
donated to The Jonnycake Center. We hope you come grab a sweet treat
and drop off some books!

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021

BOOT CAMP ON THE QUAD
2pm - 3pm • Quad • FREE

Opt Outside and workout on the QUAD! All it takes is all you’ve got! Be
prepared to work hard with a circuit series of athletic conditioning drills
designed to challenge your strength, endurance, and pure determination.
Please arrive 5-10 minutes before the start time! Open to all URI Students, please bring a water bottle, face mask, & get ready to have some
fun! Reservations required IMLeagues.com/uri drop-ins are not allowed.

DE-STRESS GRAB & GO
1pm - 3pm • Quad • FREE

Stop by the Quad between 1-3 PM on Tuesday, April 27 (a Reading Day)
and grab FREE de-stress giveaway items! While supplies last:
- Earth Day Kit: 1 Succulent, 1 Jellyfish Airplant, 1 Earth Day lollipop, 1
Globe Stress Ball, 1 Break Your Own Geodes Rock -Coloring books
-Zen gardens Students, please register in advance.

in an unentertaining time

Kayla Laguerre-Lewis | Entertainment Editor

On April 28, 2020, I was elected the new entertainment editor of the Good Five Cent Cigar, just over
a month into the pandemic. I received the news as I sat
alone on campus, unsure of what the state of entertainment would be like when fall came around.
I have spent my entire junior year in this position
and hope to be reelected next semester. Before joining
the Cigar, I always had an interest in entertainment
journalism and writing but was unaware that there was
a name for it, or even a career path. As an aspiring reporter, I found myself constantly going to events, from
Student Entertainment Committee concerts and lectures to University of Rhode Island theatre productions
to performances organized by the Musicians Guild.
When the Fall 2020 semester began, all of these
events were put on hold.
I would look through the URI events page just
desperately hoping someone had managed to do something virtually, something to get both our new and seasoned reporters excited and to keep our section fresh
and relevant. To the credit of the University, many departments and organizations did their best to adapt to
the pandemic and keep students entertained. In my role,
I did my best to make sure that the Cigar did the same.
When I first started writing for the Cigar, we had an
entertainment editor named Kayla; same name, different person. Kayla Michaud immediately took me under
her wing and by the time the position was transferred
to me from her, I knew I had big shoes to fill. She had
pretty much singlehandedly transformed the entertainment section from one struggling to fill a page to one
overflowing with pitches and stories. Both myself and
the Cigar as a whole are forever indebted to her for that.
A lot of that confidence I initially had from all of

Michaud’s guidance and wisdom faded when I realized
I was going to be taking on the position in an unprecedented time that was impacting entertainment and
entertainment opportunities. Yet, my passion always
remained.
I pulled out as many URI and industry-wide events
as I could and was (and still am) constantly thinking of
new columns to create and ways to improve the section.
It wasn’t easy, and I wasn’t perfect. That first semester
was certainly a learning curve, but looking back on this
past year, I feel good in saying that I did my best, and the
section has thrived.
A lot of the credit is owed to my fellow editors for
their constant support and help and all of the organizations and departments who remained as committed to
entertainment in a time where it seemed nearly impossible. The biggest shoutout and thank you must go to my
amazing and growing reporters for consistently meeting
and rising above any and all expectations I set for them.
For me, there’s nothing like being able to walk into
the Memorial Union, the Ryan Center or Robert E.
Will Theatre and for a few hours just take in the energy around me and be entertained. I’m fortunate and
grateful to have made many memories provided by the
University and the Cigar that I’ll never forget.
With the SEC putting on their first virtual concert
this past weekend and URI Theatre preparing to release their first filmed socially-distanced mainstage production, big steps are being made toward creating that
entertainment environment that I’ve longed for over this
past year.
My hopes, as this semester closes out and I look forward to the next one, are to be back and ready, in those
venues, in those seats, as safely as possible. Whatever
may happen, I know the section will continue to grow
and improve; after all, we could all use a little entertainment right now.

An Academic Year In Music:
My first year at URI
Leah Popovic | Staff Reporter

I’ve discovered some of my favorite music during
my freshman year at the University of Rhode Island,
and I think everyone should hear these releases if they
haven’t already.
I had never heard of Lizzy McAlpine until the end
of 2020, but listening to her song “Means Something”
quite literally changed me in a way. I’m a sucker for
isolated acoustic guitar, which is played throughout the
majority of this track. McAlpine’s vocal layering is what
really shook me to the core. She pulled me in with suspensions that resonate so naturally. The lyrics perfectly
represent the feelings that myself so many other freshmen felt while entering college and finding their niche.
She sings, “Every time I trust my gut, it ends up crazy / ‘Cause I don’t know how to put my trust in you.”
Navigating a new environment is a challenge, but this
song pushed me through it, and I now have the greatest
friends and mentors to help me along the way.
Adam Melchor released “Joyride” in 2019, and the
song took two years to land in my Spotify queue. This is
another song that can relate to struggling students, saying “But every mile feels like survival when you’re always
so afraid you’re gonna crash.” It’s always reassuring to
hear music that you can relate to, and that’s exactly what
Melchor did by writing these lyrics with such ambiguous
meaning. His use of wistful chords and trumpet lines
can put me in a trance. If you’ve never heard Melchor’s
music, it’s time to break out the AirPods and soak in his
talent.
Canadian alt-rock band Mother Mother has been
around for over a decade, yet only gained massive popularity in the United States after recent growth due to TikTok. I had heard their song “Hayloft” a handful of times
before this year, but now it’s constantly blasting through
my radio speakers. Talk about a driving beat; the drums
and guitar are in a constant battle for the spotlight in this
song. I love the intensity and unpredictability as vocal

ranges switch so quickly. There are scarce harmonies,
which adds a lot of interest to the musicality itself. The
best part of this song are the random key changes and
moments of what seems like trepidation. This is a mustadd track to any rock or dance playlist.
I’ve been a fan of Lake Street Dive for a while now,
and I’ve always loved their song “Side Pony.” Recently,
I’ve been listening to this release from 2016 during the
dreary times on campus. I think we can all agree that
the “pandemic blues” have gotten to us during this academic year. “Side Pony” pulls me out of that state with
an upbeat tempo and a driving guitar line. The vocal
riffs and seamless tone from lead singer Rachael Price is
uplifting and cheery. There’s a funk feel to this track with
lots of rhythm and pulse.
Olivia Rodrigo’s new single “deja vu” has put me
in the mood for warmer weather, and pumps me up
as I walk from Keaney to Butterfield. There’s a steady
beat in the second verse that really heightens my spirits,
and the lyrics will either break your heart or have you
dancing around the room. Rodrigo’s voice has already
matured from her release of “driver’s license,” which
makes me so excited for her album that is set to drop at
the end of May. Plus, keeping up with the drama between her and Joshua Bassett is a good break from all
my studying.
A great way to keep track of your favorite music
throughout the school year is to make playlists for each
semester. It’s a great method to put meaning behind
songs, such as remembering a certain moment when a
song was playing, or saving it to show to your friends in
the future. Personally, I have a five-hour-long playlist just
for my second semester at URI, filled with tunes that remind me of the friends I have made and the challenges
I have overcome.
You can check out my “sem2” playlist on my personal Spotify, and as always, make sure to visit the Good
Five Cent Cigar’s account to hear the podcast “Our Five
Cents.”

ENTERTAINMENT

@rhodycigar • PAGE 17

APRIL 22, 2021

Rewind, Rewatch, Review:
‘Big Hero 6’ still touches hearts
after seven years
Aidan Markward | Contributing Reporter

I have been an avid Disney fan for my entire life
and "Big Hero 6" is no exception. To sum it up this
movie is a must-watch with your loved ones; it’s a
perfect family film and leaves a positive impact on
audiences.
Although the film deals with sensitive topics for
younger viewers, directors Don Hall and Chris Williams deliver a critically-acclaimed film. Plenty of
accolades followed its release, including one Academy Award and a Kid's Choice Award.
What impressed me the most with "Big Hero 6"
was the directors' vision of the first plot point in the
film. During this scene, protagonist Hiro Hamada
(Ryan Potter) lost his brother, Tadashi (Daniel Henney). When a fire started, Tadashi tried to save his
professor, Robert Callaghan (James Cornwall) but
never made it out before the building exploded.
For Hiro, the loss of a loved one hit him hard
and it took him months before he got back on his
feet. For younger audiences, this subject may be hard
to process, and this scene plays out differently for
them when compared to more mature adults.
Directors Hall and Williams approached this
scene with sincerity and the importance of family
as themes. Although Hiro felt alone in the present
moment, it was ultimately the support of his friends
and family that would lead him to avenge the death
of his brother.
Alongside the variety of action-packed scenes
and touching moments in "Big Hero 6," an uplifting
soundtrack only made the film stand out further. The
"suiting up" scene in the movie, featuring the hit Fall
Out Boy Song "Immortals," was astounding. The
animation of the film's protagonists and supporting
characters was brought to life by this song — there
weren't any better options. Earlier in the movie, the
transition scene featuring Hiro coming up with ideas
for his robotics project featured Survivor's "Eye Of
The Tiger." This song gave a perfect definition of
in-the-moment intensity and motivation within the
character.
"Big Hero 6" would not be what it is without
the score to highlight the defining moments in the
film. Composer Harry Jackman, who also worked
on Marvel's "Captain America: The Winter Soldier,"
was a crucial asset to the film's execution and met the
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expectations set. The score and story-driven scenes
carried audiences through a thick plotline, dealing
with Hiro's motivations and the support given to him
through friends and family alike.
Just when audiences thought the film couldn't get
any more intense, it's revealed that Callaghan was responsible for the fire that killed Tadashi. He even believed that the means of his destruction justified his
end goal. The climax and conclusion to "Big Hero
6" were a rollercoaster of events and forward-thinking, creating a concrete end to the story and leaving
plenty of lingering ideas for a sequel film.
At the end of the film, Hiro's character arc came
to a close as he and his friends took down Callaghan,
and just like in any feel-good movie, saved the city
of San Fransokyo. This victory did come with the
loss of Tadashi's loveable healthcare robot, Baymax,
however. Although a tough loss for the team, the film
concludes on a positive note and leaves audiences excited for what's yet to come.
When rewatching the film, I was a little skeptical
at first but immediately opened up to the film once
the ball was rolling. Good job Disney! “Big Hero 6”
is a prime example of what a timeless film should
look like.

My Guilty Pleasure:
‘The Sims’
Mary Lind | Production Manager

You know how everyone picked up bread making or knitting or
some other useful hobby during quarantine? Yeah, that wasn’t me. I
picked up “The Sims 4.” It’s now one of my biggest guilty pleasures.
I had played for a few years before quarantine, but nothing too crazy. Once in a while I’d go in, make a new Sim, spend hours picking out
their outfits and building them a nice house, then not touch the game
again for a few months. But while everything in the real world was shutting down last year, I found a new appreciation for it.
While our lives in the real world changed dramatically, my Sims’
lives stayed exactly the same. The only thing that changed was that I
started spending a lot more time on them. I had my Sims go to parties,
restaurants, on vacation and to college while I was sitting in my sweatpants wondering what the hell was going to happen next in the world
around me. It was almost like I was living vicariously through my Sims,
as crazy as that may sound, but hey, quarantine was rough. Don’t judge.
One of my favorite things about “The Sims” is that there are so
many ways to play. You can spend all of your time building, or you can
take one family and play it for 10 generations. You can have your Sim
become a famous actress or a dangerous criminal. Your Sims’ life can
be as normal or as absurd as you want it to be. For example, I have Sims
who are aliens and live in a haunted house (it’s very stressful for them).
One Sim I’m playing with right now is eventually going to plant an
orchard of cow plants, which can (and will) eat you when left unfed if
you’re foolish enough to take their bait.
There’s also a ton of extra content beyond the base game. There’s
paid content, which comes in the form of expansion packs, game packs
or stuff packs. With expansion packs, there’s typically a lot of new
gameplay, as well as new build items and clothing, hair and makeup
objects. Game packs will usually have smaller gameplay additions and
fewer new build and clothing objects. Some stuff packs come with just
build and clothing items, but others (like the most recent one, “Paranormal Stuff”) add things like new careers and really heightened gameplay
in addition to the other items. There’s also free, fan-made content, both
for gameplay and for build and clothing items (I could go on for several
pages about which packs are the best and which fan creators have the
most interesting ideas, but I’ll spare you from that).
It’s definitely a ridiculous game. If I want my Sim to be friends
with someone, I could just have them tell the same joke to each other
a few times in a row and boom — best friends. One of the expansion
packs makes it possible for your Sims to be abducted by aliens. Gnomes
will show up in your house on some holidays. You can literally die from
embarrassment. The absurdity of the gameplay paired with the ability
to do literally whatever you want with your Sims’ lives, I think, makes it
something that everybody can enjoy.
Anyway, if you’re looking for a new hobby, I would highly recommend “The Sims 4.” Be prepared, though — if you’re not careful,
you’ll fall down the same rabbit hole I did and before you know it you’ll
have logged over 1,000 hours of gameplay in the last year alone.
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Track teams compete back-toExploring URI
outdoor field surfaces back at George Davis Invitational
This article has been recycled for the Good Five Cent Cigar’s Earth
Day issue. It was originally published Oct. 29, 2020.
Will Pipicelli | Sports Editor

Even without games happening, the University of Rhode Island
needs its outdoor facilities in tip-top shape before the action resumes.
The person in charge of that is Brian Boesch, the manager of
turf and grass athletic grounds at the University, who runs the dayto-day operations of the athletic grounds division. He and his team
of five manage the area from the Keaney parking lot and the tennis
courts all the way to the intramural fields near the Flagg Road parking lot. In total, Boesch approximates that’s about 50 acres of recreational fields and 15 acres of varsity fields.
The University has multiple surfaces for its various outdoor athletic facilities. The URI Soccer Complex is home to a large, natural
grass practice field that can be configured into multiple different sizes
of fields, and it also contains an all-grass match field that is used by
both men’s and women’s programs. Men’s Soccer Head Coach Gareth Elliott frequently cites the facilities as a reason student-athletes
choose to come to URI. The URI Softball Complex is also a grass
surface.
The University has synthetic turf fields at its disposal as well. Meade Stadium converted from a natural grass field to an artificial turf
surface in time for the fall of 2019. Boesch said the synthetic turf was
installed by FieldTurf, a world-renowned field installation company
that also has worked with Gillette Stadium and the Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta. Bill Beck Field, where the URI baseball team
plays, is also a synthetic surface.
Even though one may think that taking care of a synthetic turf
field is easier than a grass field, Boesch said that is a common misconception.
“A lot of people think that the synthetic field is maintenance-free,
and while there are some aspects of it that are different, it is definitely
not maintenance-free,” he said. “You have to groom it, you have to
clean it.”
Extended time off due to the COVID-19 pandemic hasn’t necessarily held true for Boesch. He said they have used athletes’ time
away from the field to fine-tune maintenance on the field since it is
less busy. Once the action starts to pick up again, he said things like
painting and working around the field become harder to do simply
because it is in use.
“It hasn’t been a complete holiday,” he said as sports remain
on hold. “Obviously, it has been a lighter load on the athletic side
without the sports and such, but at the same time it has given us an
opportunity to do some work on the fields, put a little time more in
on the turf.”
Boesch, who completed his master’s degree at URI in the mid2000s, said a big aspect of taking care of synthetic fields is regularly
cleaning it. Germs can decay into the soil on natural grass fields, but
that isn’t the case on turf. Trash and debris constantly need to be
picked up, while hosing down the field also eliminates potential bacteria concerns. Still, Boesch said that research has shown that concerns
such as MRSA, COVID-19 and other diseases are very low-risk.
In order to prevent injuries on synthetic fields, Boesch said that
he and his team put a heavy emphasis on grooming. Without even
distribution, Boesch said that certain areas can become thicker and
thinner than others. When a spot is thinner, there is less absorbance
the field can take, which he said then leads to the athlete taking more
of the force of impact. Grooming also helps the surface’s longevity.
“The purpose of that (grooming) is for, there is a safety aspect to
it but also a protection aspect of the field,” said Boesch. “If you don’t
redistribute the rubber where it needs to be, it will wear out quicker
on the field.”
The concern for the health and safety of student-athletes has
never been greater in the world of college athletics, and URI continues to work on their facilities to ensure a safe environment for return
to play.
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Aniekan Okon | Staff Reporter

The University of Rhode Island Men’s and
Women’s Track & Field teams returned to action
this past week for the George Davis Invitational,
and the men’s team also competed in a dual meet
against College of the Holy Cross on Wednesday.
Despite temperatures in the upper 40s with
light rain and wind for last Saturday’s meet, Rhode
Island Men’s Track and Field Coach John Copeland was impressed with how his team performed.
“Considering the weather, I thought that they
did a really good job,” he said. “It was not a day
that you wanted to be outside, and they responded
well. It’s part of outdoor track––learning how to
put up with the elements and compete the best you
can in those conditions because they are the same
for everyone.”
Senior Anthony Delasanta picked up his first
win of the outdoor season in the 200-meter run
with a time of 21.92 seconds. He picked up another victory later in the day as a member of the
4x400-meter relay team. Ryan Curtis picked up his
third consecutive top two finish in the 400-meter
hurdles, coming in second with 55.18 seconds.
The team also put together strong performances in the field events. Rhody swept the podium positions in the high jump as Jack Reichenbach finished
on top with a distance of 1.98 meters. Quindel Wilson and Matt Santy followed with distances of 1.93
meters and 1.88 meters, respectively.
Rhody also commanded the leaderboard in the
pole vault, taking four out of the top five spots. D.J.
Smalls was the top finisher, coming in second with a
distance of 4.80 meters. He was followed by Zachary Nyhart, Isaiah Powers and Gregory Potter, who
finished third, fourth and fifth respectively.
“The [pole vaulters] are one of our strong parts

on our team and with the conditions the way they
were, I was ready to pull the plug and say ‘let’s go
home,’ but the weather cleared up a little bit, and
they got going, and I thought they did a really good
job,” Copeland said.
The throwers for the women’s team were the
only team members represented at the meet this
weekend. They dominated the hammer throw,
taking five of the top 11 places in the event. Senior Ashley O’Loughlin was the top finisher for
the Rams, coming in second place with a distance
of 51.46 meters. Samantha Andrews finished two
spots behind her with a distance of 49.95 meters.
Erynn Field, Noelya Delacruz and Nicole Valdez
followed, finishing in sixth, seventh and 11th place
respectively.
Andrews also finished fourth in the discus
throw, followed by freshman Megan Wood, who
finished sixth and eighth in the shot put.
“The throwers are doing outstanding and we
are really excited about their progress,” Rhode
Island Women’s Track and Field Coach Laurie
Feit-Melnick said.
The men’s team returned to the track on
Wednesday for a dual meet against Holy Cross,
where they would dominate. The team placed first
in 11 of the 15 individual events, accumulating 111
points and earning several personal bests during
the meet. Rhody shined especially in the 200-meter
run, with Rhode Island runners taking the top six
spots in the race. Freshman Liam Creeley beat out
the competition for the first individual win of his
college career.
Both teams return to action this weekend for
their final meet before the Atlantic 10 Championships––the UConn Invitational. The men’s team
will kick things off on Friday at 10 a.m. and the
women’s team will begin on Saturday at 11 a.m.

Reporting live for the first time…
in a pandemic
Zach Austin | Contributing Reporter

When I attended my first weekly meeting for
the Good Five Cent Cigar back in September, I only
knew one thing for sure: expect the unexpected.
At this point, it had been nearly six months since
the COVID-19 pandemic took its hold on the world.
As an 18-year-old student trying to adapt to college
life, having to do so in the pandemic made the process
even more unpredictable.
But I knew the best way forward was to get involved. And what better way to get my foot in the door
than being a part of the student newspaper?
Although I got involved right away, it was a slow
start at first. As a sports writer, there was not much
to do with the entirety of the fall season getting postponed to the spring. On top of that, in-person interviews had become impractical which presented even
more challenges.
Despite these changes, Cigar Sports pushed forward. Conducting interviews either virtually or over
the phone, we put together nearly 60 stories by December of my first semester.
Out of those stories, I contributed eight of them,
including overviews of intramural sports, campus recreation activities and previews and profiles for both
club and Division I teams. While there wasn’t much to
do beyond the confines of my dorm room, having the
opportunity to connect with the campus community
and gain experience as a reporter made it all the more
worthwhile.
The spring semester finally gave me a glimpse
of what it is like to cover games. While interviews remained virtual, sports were now in full force. Our focus primarily shifted to game recaps, in addition to a
few more previews and profiles here and there.

It became even more challenging to find stability
when it came to covering games, however. With a total of eight team-pauses and numerous other schedule
changes this year primarily as a result of the virus, it
became hard to keep up. Having to make last-second
changes to a story that was otherwise ready for print
became somewhat expected.
Although plans were constantly shifting, I was
still able to write 10 stories this spring, including seven game recaps. I was fortunate enough to be able to
attend a few women’s basketball games at the Ryan
Center, which was a really memorable experience for
me even without fans present. I also had opportunities
to cover women’s soccer, baseball, and tennis this semester, albeit remotely.
A personal highlight of mine was covering the
Ram’s matchup against Virginia Commonwealth
remotely during the Atlantic 10 Women’s Basketball
Tournament. Knowing that I wouldn’t have been
chosen to cover the game had we been able to attend
in-person, I jumped at the opportunity to recap an important matchup in what was one of the best seasons
the program has ever had. Even with a tight deadline,
I was really proud of what I put together that day, and
I think it is some of my best work.
Interestingly enough, I believe that the lack of
experience covering sports under “normal” circumstances ultimately ended up as a benefit. While it
might take time to adjust post-pandemic, having been
forced to constantly adapt will make it easier to do so
in the future than it would have otherwise. In fact, I’ve
never really known any other way.
As vaccinations continue to roll out, I am hopeful
to have even more opportunities to attend games and
cover sports here at URI. I’ve enjoyed every second as
a part of the Cigar Sports crew, and I look forward to
being a part of it again next year.
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New CSIC president looks to
make his mark in new role
Katie Siegle | Contributing Reporter

After seeing fall, winter and spring athletic seasons disrupted by COVID-19, the University of
Rhode Island’s Department of Club Sports plans
to restart standard team activity in the fall, and that
starts with the election of the new Club Sports and
Intramural Council (CSIC) President Isaiah Kittel.
About to complete his third year at URI, the
supply chain management and Chinese double-major is no stranger to CSIC, the student-led governing
body of the University’s club sports program. As the
president and treasurer of the club crew team, Kittel
served as the treasurer of CSIC last year and gained
experience he believes will be helpful during his upcoming term as president.
“If you are going to do something, it is better
to do it for the betterment of everyone, and I think
that is something that I have learned as being part
of a pretty big team and sacrificing my own goals
and my own wants and needs for the betterment and
improvement of everyone,” Kittel said. “I think that
is something that I can bring to CSIC in general.”
During his term, Kittel said he wants to continue the work started by the previous CSIC executive
board and examine the council’s bylaws to make club
sports teams more inclusive and eliminate all forms
of discrimination. At present, club sports that have a
Division I team at URI, like baseball and softball, are
not allowed to be recognized by the club sports program or CSIC because of a “university mandate,”
according to Kittel.
By conversing with athletic teams and building
relationships within the programs, Kittel said one of
his main objectives this year is for CSIC to recognize club teams that have Division I duplicates. Even
though there is a Division I women’s volleyball team
at URI, the Department of Club Sports and CSIC
welcomed Women’s Club Volleyball to the program
in early April.
“We were able to find common ground and settle on something, and that is something that I believe
we can, as CSIC and as a university, move forward
and look at doing with the sports that have not been
recognized,” Kittel said. “There is definitely going to
have to be a collaboration with Division I Athletics
because that is what it is going to take. It is going to
take an agreement and a recognition of each other in order to move the process along and create a
healthy relationship between one another.”
As CSIC president, Kittel will work closely with
other students on the executive board and URI Coordinator of Club Sports Joe Wilbur. With Kittel taking on a new role in CSIC, Wilbur said he is “excited” to be working with him over the next 12 months.

Swim & Dive
concludes season at
A-10 Championships
Paige Messier | Contributing Reporter

“I think Isaiah will be a consequential CSIC
president,” Wilbur said. “He is very passionate about
all club sports and about the crew team and about
advancing the program as a whole. I know he has
some ambitious goals of bringing on some additional teams during the course of his tenure, revising
some outdated rules, and I am happy to support him
in any way that I can.”
Along with the addition of more club sports
teams, Kittel also wants to create more space for club
teams to be active on campus. With URI’s plans to
transform Tootell West Gym into a Division I basketball facility in the coming years, places where club
sports teams can practice and train on campus are
becoming limited, according to Kittel.
Also while in his new position on CSIC, Kittel
said he wants to begin conversations about building
a recreational center on campus in an effort to provide more space for people both in the URI community and locally who would benefit from on-campus
workout spaces.
“Obviously, it’s not going to happen overnight,”
Kittel said. “It’s something that’s going to take a couple years, but my goal is to start the talk and start
the preparation. It’s going to have to come from the
students.”
Looking towards the fall semester and the beginning of his presidency, Kittel said he believes the
goals and aims of CSIC are for club sports to be
“back to normal” in the fall.
“It might be a little different, but that is the goal
of everyone,” he said. “Almost every sport has had
to change its function some way, somehow, but definitely moving forward, there is an anticipation that
it’s going to be back to normal, but at the same time
we’re also hoping for the best but preparing for the
worst.”
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The Rhode Island Swim and Dive team completed their season at
the Atlantic 10 Swimming and Diving Championships, finishing the
competition in 10th place.
The championships were held over four days and in two different
locations. The swim team competed at the SPIRE Institute in Ohio
while the dive team competed at George Mason University in Virginia.
The dive team is made up of just six athletes, so being apart from
their swimming counterpart affected their performance in Ohio.
“The separation from the team was challenging for that group,”
said Head Coach Mick Westkott. “Being away from the rest of us was
perhaps a limiting factor.”
Over in Virginia, three Rams scored points for URI in individual
swimming events. Senior Brooke Kelley earned the highest place of the
day in the consolation final of the 200-yard breaststroke. Completing
the race at 2:20.73, Kelley placed 13th and gained four points for URI.
Senior Rebecca Younts was not far behind her with a time of 2:22.10,
placing 15th and earning two points for the Rams. Junior backstroker
Michaela Degnan also scored two points for the Rams with a 2:02.78
time and 14th place performance.
“Brooke had a lifetime best in the 200-breast, and Michaela got a
lifetime best in the 100-and 200[backstroke],” said Westkott. “Becca
had a lot of disruptions with injuries in the second semester while we
were training. She had really strong swims.”
The last event of the day, the 400-yard relay made up of swimmers
Grace Kennedy, Mia Bonvissuto, Camryn Kreuscher and Zoe Sheridan, was one for the books. Although they didn’t place as well as they
wanted, they dropped 11 seconds from their seed time, meaning each
athlete dropped an average of 2.5 seconds of their swim time.
“It was a great way to end a challenging week and a challenging
season,” Coach Westkott said. “It was such a good experience for the
team and those four women. It was great to see them finish that way.”
This season was challenging for Rhode Island, as positive
COVID-19 cases circulated the team during the first semester, forcing
them to take multiple pauses. This resulted in the athletes taking extra
precautions coming into the second half of the season.
“The athletes realized what was at stake if they weren’t careful,” he
said. “We had not one positive test since we came back from Christmas
break. Even though it was challenging, they were tough and that’s what
we are very proud of.”
The future is looking bright for the URI Swim and Dive team with
many new faces and high spirits heading into next year. According to
Westkott, four athletes opted out of this year’s season and two injured
athletes will be returning next season. In addition, there are nine incoming freshmen that will be competing next season.
“The numbers are going to be really good and really competitive,”
said Coach Westkott. “I think that is going to motivate everybody to
have a strong year next year.”
One thing that can’t be taken away from the URI Swim and Dive
team is their spirit and relationship with one another. Even through a
pandemic, multiple season pauses, and an abnormal schedule, the team
has been able to stay positive and maintain their close bond.
“What they have done in terms of team spirit and team culture is
something that we can build on, and we want to continue to develop
that strong sense of enjoying each other when we are around each other,” said Coach Westkott. “That is going to carry us a long way going
forward.”
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2020-21 Cigar Sports MVP’s: Part 2
Women’s Cross Country/Track & Field:
Lotte Black

In a season unlike any other, Lotte Black continued to put her
best foot forward. Competing simultaneously in cross country and
indoor track, Black proved once again that she is among the best distance runners in the country. She was named an All-American for the
second time in her career after finishing 14th in the mile-run at the
NCAA Indoor Track and Field Championships. On the trail, Black
won her second consecutive Atlantic 10 Cross Country title and qualified for the NCAA Cross Country Championships, where she finished
48th. Through April 18, Black has won all three outdoor races she
has competed in. With the Atlantic 10 Outdoor Championships next
weekend, Black will look to add more hardware and close out her
collegiate career on a high note.

Men’s Cross Country/Track & Field:
Eric Zulkofske

Golf:
Chris Francouer

Over the past four years,
Chris Francoeur has proven to
be one of the best players in the
A-10 and in Rhody golf history.
He added onto his legacy with
a five-under par 65 victory at
the Hartford Invitational, the
team’s first tournament in over
a year. The performance earned
him his third victory of his career and A-10 Men’s Golfer of
the Week for the week of April
3 for the fifth time in his career.
The spring will be the final season for Francoeur with the Rams.

Baseball:
Austin White

The stretch of time between March 2020 and today feels like an
eternity, but one athlete that is used to excelling while going the distance is Eric Zulkofske. The junior from Stony Brook, New York won
the first two 3000-meter races he competed in during the indoor season, placing on top of the leaderboard in meets against the University
of New Hampshire and Northeastern. During the outdoor season in
which the Rams are still competing, Zulkosfke won the 500-meter races
at the Bryant Black & Gold Invitational and the UConn Dog Fight.
With an A-10 Championship peaking around the corner in the first
week of May, Zulkofske will look to lead the Rams to Head Coach John
Copeland’s 13th A-10 Outdoor Championship

Swimming & Diving: Marta Baumann
Rhody Swim and Dive recently concluded the 2021 season, and
one student-athlete who stood out on the Rams is diver Marta Baumann. Baumann is only a sophomore, but consistently ranked among
the best when stacked up against her competitors. In both the 1-and
3-meter dive events in the team’s opening two matches, the West Coast
native finished in the top two of all four events. She also placed second
in the 1-meter dive against Central Connecticut and finished the year
at the top of the leaderboard in the 1-meter dive against Vermont.
Baumann’s Rams placed tenth at the A-10 Championships, but next
year’s (hopefully) more normal setting could see the team vault up
league standings.

There’s a reason why junior
outfielder Austin White is the
team’s leadoff hitter. Batting a
team-high .310, White has a knack
for getting on base. Through 28
games this season, White has managed to get on base in all but one
game. His coach Raphael Cerrato credits this to his phenomenal
approach and his ability to “never chase a bad pitch.” White also
leads the team in walks, runs and is
second in RBIs. He was crucial in
their March 27 win against UConn
where he helped the team complete
the rally with a hit that brought the
game-winning runs home. Com-

Rowing:
Sarah Dudinski

Aniekan Okon | Staff Reporter
Will Pipicelli | Sports Editor

The 2020-21 year will forever be remembered
as the year of disarray for college athletics.

A ball getting dribbled seemed bleak in the summertime, as
conferences all around the country waited nervously to see who
would blink first. Ultimately, big-time college football conferences
announced their intention to play in the fall, and other schools
and sports soon followed. Here at the University of Rhode Island, men’s and women’s basketball were the only sports to play
competitive games throughout the winter. Fall sports like football, soccer and cross country were shunted to the spring, but all
Division I teams managed to return to competition, with some
having more luck than others. To round off the year, the Good
Five Cent Cigar has named an MVP for each team at the University. Part one last week predominantly featured teams who
have finished their season, and part two this week this caps off
the remaining teams.
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In a heavily team-oriented
sport like rowing, it is hard for one
member to stand out amongst the
rest. That being said, senior Sarah

Tennis:
Erin Chratian
Rhode Island tennis has had
a historic season, with the Rams
cracking the top 100 in the national Oracle ITA Collegiate
Tennis rankings for the first time
in program history. Rhody is 8-1
on the year, thanks in no small
part to Erin Chratian. The junior,
whose twin Sydney also plays for
URI, has been dominant in both
doubles and singles play. Chratian regularly plays in the number two singles match and joins
doubles partner Nadia Rajan in
the number-one doubles matchup. As part of her stellar season,
the Georgia native was named
A-10 Performer of the Week in

Following the NCAA granting all
student-athletes an extra year of
eligibility, Franceour announced
in February that he will be transferring to the University of Louisville next season.

ing off of a COVID-19 pause,
the team still has a bulk of their
conference schedule remaining. If
they want one of the four spots in
this year’s conference tournament,
White will be an important part in
helping them get there.

Dudinski is the MVP of the Rams
for her performance on the water
just as much as her performance
out of it. So far through Rhody’s
abbreviated season, the rower was
part of the Varsity 8+ boat that
swept the competition at Overpeck Park in New Jersey. During
the fall however, Dudinski used her
platform as president of the Student Advisory Athletic Committee
(SAAC) to get every eligible athlete
registered to vote in the 2020 election. It was an entirely student-led
operation and a tremendous example of the character Dudinski has
to inspire her teammates and those
around her.
mid-April for her performances against Bryant and Fordham.
Rhode Island will compete in the
A-10 Championships this weekend in Florida, where Chratian
and the rest of her teammates
will attempt to come back north
with some hardware.

