
Advent Lessons and Carols 
 

THE BIDDING AND LORD’S PRAYER 
Dear people of God: In the season of Advent, it is our responsibility and joy to prepare ourselves to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger. Let us hear 
and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against him until 
the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us look forward to the yearly remem-
brance of his birth with hymns and songs of praise.  But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for 
peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his 
Church in our country and in this city. 

 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the  
hungry, and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, 
as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 

 

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself has taught us, saying: 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heave. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
May God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of citizens 
above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 

Lesson I   God creates man and woman to live in obedience to him in the Garden of Eden 
 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the earth 
and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and 
there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the 
ground— then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and the man became a living being. And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there 
he put the man whom he had formed Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant 
to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. 
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God com-
manded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

 



Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as his partner.’ 
So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought 
them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was 
its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for 
the man there was not found a helper as his partner. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord 
God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
‘This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this 
one was taken.’  
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. And the 
man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 

 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 66  
 

Lesson II  The Spirit of the lord will rest upon the Holy One 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 

   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

   the spirit of counsel and might, 

   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord  

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  

 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

   or decide by what his ears hear;  

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

   and faithfulness the belt around his loins.  

 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 



   and a little child shall lead them.  

The cow and the bear shall graze, 

   their young shall lie down together; 

   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  

They will not hurt or destroy 

   on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 

   as the waters cover the sea. 

 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 81 
 

Lesson III   The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem  
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

   one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

   from ancient days.  

Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

   when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

   to the people of Israel.  

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

   to the ends of the earth; 

 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 72 



 

Lesson IV  The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High 
 
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin en-
gaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came 
to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name 
him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible 
with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ 
Then the angel departed from her. 

 

Thanks be to God 
 

Hymn 265 
 

COLLECT FOR ADVENT II 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way for our  
salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming 
of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, ow and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

THE BLESSING 
Live without fear: your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a mother. Go 
in peace to follow the good road, and may God’s blessing be with you, Christ peace be with you, and the 
Spirit’s outpouring be with you, now and always. Amen. 
 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 


