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Workforce development must be a key component 
in the Chamber’s plans and within the state itself. 
We need to address the dramatic changes that 
are taking place in the workplace. The advent 
of artificial intelligence (AI) is an example of 
the drivers that are transforming the needs and 
expectation of business leaders. Ohio needs to 
become a leader in programs to help our citizens 
thrive in the new environment. Community colleges 
will share a critical role here.

While Stivers does not support the notion of free 
community college for all he does feel that if, in fact, 
it comes to pass we should be prepared to jump at 
the opportunity to take advantage.

Unemployment compensation is another area that 
is open to improvement. Currently the program in 
Ohio is “structurally insolvent”. Steve suggested 
creating monetary incentives for people to find a 
job – with mandatory job/career training for those 
who don’t. A sliding scale of cash rewards ranging 
from $1,500 down to $500 depending on how 
quickly someone finds a job coupled with mandatory 
training after 16 weeks might be a framework to 
consider.

Workers’ compensation also came under scrutiny. 
Ohio is one of only three states in the country that 
has a state-operated workers comp monopoly. He 
feels that the rates being charged to employers are 
too high as witnessed by the $8 billion in refunds 
that have been issued to

business by the Bureau. Despite these refunds the 
program still features $8.5 billion in reserves. These 
facts point to a need to evaluate the pricing system 
and adjust appropriately.

Debbie Johnson introduced our speaker today 
– Steve Stivers, President and CEO of the 
Ohio Chamber of Commerce. Steve began at the 
Chamber eight weeks ago. He pointed out how 
happy he was to be full time here at home with his 
family as opposed to being in Washington most of 
the week when he was a member of Congress.

The Ohio Chamber currently has 8,000 members 
– a small fraction of the potential membership in 
the state. An early goal is to raise the membership 
number to 10,000 plus members.

Stivers sees his new position as an opportunity to 
make Ohio more competitive and more business 
friendly. To that end, a new blueprint for Ohio 
business growth is being developed with quality 
research as its basis.

He also called for more diversity within the 
Chamber itself. The staff and leadership should be 
a reflection of the population in the state. At the 
present time it does not.

We need an atmosphere that yields more “serial 
entrepreneurs” in Ohio – and an atmosphere 
that encourages people to stay in the state. He 
specifically pointed out that we need to develop 
an atmosphere that encourages retiring business 
owners to stay in Ohio when they sell their 
business. Their philanthropy and their expertise 
should not automatically move elsewhere. To 
accomplish this we need business and tax policies 
that encourage them to stay put.

CLICK HERE to view this meeting and  
all previously recorded Rotary meetings

www.uarotary.org/zoom-meeting-recordings


STEVE STIVERS 
PRESIDENT/CEO - OHIO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

GREETERS

REGISTRATION DESK

CALENDAR

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

AUGUST 3RD 
UAHS 

 

ROTARYVIEW PG 2

August 3 
Michael Zieg 
Joe Ayers

August 10 
Nick Vlasidis 
Beau Taggart

August 17 
David Hatch 
Steve Zid

August 3 
Ted Foster 
Brendan King

August 10 
Don Leach 
J.D. Dickerson

August 17 
Dick Stone 
Janine Hummer

August 3 - UAHS 
Tour of New Upper Arlington 
High School 
Host - Paul Imhoff

 
August 10 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Steve Stover, Restaurant Critic 
Host - Rich Simpson

 
August 17 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Greg Lehman,  
Watershed Distillery 
Host - Angela Lanctot

Milt Lustnauer highlighted the flyers on our tables about the club’s 
fundraiser at the new Crew stadium (Lower.com stadium). The flyers encourage 
sponsorships and live and silent auction contributions to the cause.

The Rotaryview Committee still needs one Rotarian to step up and help take 
meeting notes one meeting per month. Once the notes are submitted you’re off 
the hook. Let Jerry Woessner know if you will help out. (jerrywoessner47@
gmail.com or 614-206-0157).

Carl Aschinger proudly announced his entry in the great-grandparent club 
with both a great granddaughter and great grandson.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

President Valentino asked Michele Hoyle to offer the invocation and lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Milt Lustnauer asked Brian Bainbridge to introduce his guests Ruth 
Edmonds and Nick DiMichele. Ruth is a former UA Rotarian.

There were no visiting Rotarians today.

Joe Valentino noted that fellow Rotarian John Hansel is approaching his 90th 
birthday this weekend and asked us to congratulate him if we get the opportunity.

Paul Imhoff announced plans for the upcoming August 3 Rotary meeting at the 
new Upper Arlington High School. Several key points… 
• No meeting at Scioto 
• Meet at noon. 
• Park in the new parking lot on Zollinger Road. 
• A box lunch will be served. 
• Closed toe shoes are recommended due to ongoing interior work. 
• Following lunch we’ll tour the new building. 
• And finally… the school is on time and on budget.

NOTE: There will be no Zoom meeting next week – August 3.

THE MEETING

students on the basis of where their parents live. 
Should we, perhaps, create pricing systems that are 
based on where those students will be going after 
they receive their education? Is there a way to create 
pricing incentives that help retain folks when they 
graduate?

A final point that Steve made was the importance of 
keeping a business-friendly Ohio Supreme Court. It 
will be a focus for the Chamber going forward.

The aforementioned blueprint currently under 
development will incorporate many of these 
priorities and perhaps more. The blueprint will be 
rolled out around or following the 2022 midterm 
elections. The Chamber will work diligently and 
aggressively to implement the recommendation – 
including legislative initiatives where appropriate.

Finally, Steve pointed out that no system moves 
people out of poverty better than capitalism

School funding is complex and not easily 
understandable. It is also intertwined with 
discussions of the best rating system for Ohio’s 
schools. Both need to be understandable – 
especially the rating system used to determine 
success or lack thereof.

Steve feels that there is much work to be done in 
the area of increasing venture capital and private 
funding for entrepreneurs in Ohio. The state is 
in the bottom five or so among the fifty states for 
such funding.

Ohio does have some significant advantages over 
other areas in the country. Chief among them is 
the availability of water. Two other significant 
positives for the state are the availability of 
natural gas and the presence of a population with 
an excellent work ethic.

On the subject of higher education, Stivers 
wondered if the pricing model at state universities 
is upside down. We currently price college for 


