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toward the ultimate goal of harnessing technology 
to improve mobility and transportation are by their 
nature incremental. This effort is all about becoming 
a more competitive region and building our capacity 
in our communities.

Our current portfolio is primarily about mobility. 
Over the next decade, however, we will see a lot of 
growth in the area of sustainability. Digitalization 
is also a major component of future community 
growth as demonstrated by its emergence during the 
pandemic. Generally, the modernization of commu-
nity life is a bigger and bigger part of how we think 
about our communities. Mobility is at the core of 
these developments.

With regard to the future of mobility, there are four 
major trends that are developing. Billions of dollars 
of investment are being applied to these trends.

• Connections – sensors on vehicles which will com-
municate with one another and sensors to improve 
and inform traffic flow.

• Autonomous vehicles are on the radar, In Colum-
bus two different self-driving shuttle experiments 
were implemented in downtown and in Linden. Both 
initiatives were highly watched by national officials. 
Columbus is a living laboratory for this technol-
ogy. Major corporations like Nationwide Insurance, 
Honda and Toyota were involved.

• Electric is the future of transportation. The state is 
moving in this direction and every major manufac-
turer is also moving in this direction. By 2023 bat-
tery prices will make electric vehicles competitive. 
There are now 900 charging stations in the region.

Our speaker today was Jordan Davis, Executive 
Director of Smart Columbus. Jordan presented a 
slide show entitled The Future of Smart Colum-
bus. Jordan was an integral part of the applica-
tion process for the Smart Cities Challenge which 
ultimately won the city the Smart Cities award.

Jordan is a central Ohio native and attended Ohio 
State University. She noted that a common thread 
in her thinking and career is questioning how 
ideas from the private sector can be utilized to 
help solve common community problems.

In 2016 Columbus entered the fray with 78 other 
cities for the Smart Cities award. The competing 
cities developed proposals that featured out-of-
the-box thinking and an array of ideas that was 
totally new. Columbus presented fifteen proposed 
projects across the region. The final round was 
against Austin, San Francisco, Denver, Pittsburgh 
and Kansas City, Columbus emerged as the sole 
winner. The grant which Columbus ultimately won 
was for developing next

generation mobility and transportation options. 
The question to be answered was how to use 
technology to improve transportation and improve 
people’s lives.

A lot has been learned in the intervening time. 
Now, Smart Columbus is beginning to focus on 
the next steps. While some folks see the results so 
far as “unremarkable” she emphasized that steps 
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SOCIAL EVENTS

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Submit your volunteer opportunity  
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion  
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

OUR NEXT MEETING

JULY 6TH 
RAYMOND MEMORIAL/ZOOM 
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July 6 
Brian Bainbridge

July 13 
Michele Hoyle 
Ua Chamberlain

July 20 
Angela Lanctot 
Tina Husted

July 6 
Tracy Harbold 
Jim Hyre

July 13 
Andy Livingston 
Tom Westfall

July 20 
Jim Winfree 
Kevin Brown

July 6 - Raymond Mem./ZOOM 
Kelly Trent, The Impact of  
the Pandemic on Golf  
and Junior Golf 
Host:  Angela Lanctot

 
July 13 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Ben Mahlke (Director of Devel-
opment) and Ryan Thompson 
(Asst Director of Field Service), 
Boy Scouts of America
 
July 20 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
TBA

Next week’s meeting (7/6) will be at Schmidt’s Reception House at Raymond. 
We will return to Scioto on July 13.

Night of Zacapa is July 29 - contact Steve Sandbo if you are interested.  
The charge will be added to your club bill.

Next Wednesday, July 7 at 5:30 PM there will be a Community Service  
Committee meeting. Red badge holders who need to attend a committee  
meeting are encouraged to participate. Check with Barri Jones for details.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

President Debbie Johnson asked Tom Davis to offer the invocation and  
lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Debbie noted the club donated over $127,000 during the past Rotary year various 
programs. Mayan Families and West Broad Elementary are two examples.

There were no visiting Rotarians or guests today.

THE MEETING

underway around the country – but at the present 
time there is not enough training available to meet 
the needs and expectations of the market.

The reduction of auto usage is an important goal for 
the future. Market forces will come into play and 
will ultimately become an important factor in con-
vincing people to alter their transportation behavior.

The business model for micro-transportation in 
rural areas does not work at this time.

• Shared transportation is increasingly important. 
The use of micro-mobility is growing and is here 
to stay. Scooter emergence is a love/hate thing - 
but it is symbolic of what the future holds – micro-
mobility and extensive use of bike lanes.

There must be a core behind the transportation 
system. Private creation and use of such devel-
opments will depend on a backbone of public 
infrastructure. In Central Ohio a number of 
transportation corridors have been identified. 
Upper Arlington is in the Olentangy corridor. 
Planning exercises will focus on each corridor 
and its particular requirements for a technologi-
cally efficient transportation system. The other 
corridors include East/West, Dublin to Grove City, 
Westerville to Polaris and Broad Street.

Busses have had a negative reputation in the re-
gion in the past. COTA has been voted best in the 
country two of last three year and is a core compo-
nent of future growth. Point-to-point pickup is on 
an app which is being used in several areas now on 
an experimental basis.

The impact of transportation electrification will 
not be as disruptive to the economy as many 
people think. New jobs from new technologies will 
offset some traditional job losses (oil and gas, for 
example) to some extent and many new jobs will 
be created. Education for the new job categories is 
an issue that has yet to be fully addressed. Colum-
bus State has begun to adapt and create programs 
to address changing needs. Other efforts are 


