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MARKEL & JESSICA DAVIS

TEENAGER FEEDS COLUMBUS POLICE 100 MEALS PER NIGHT
OFFICERS
2020-2021

Markel said that he has always wanted to be a police
officer and that the idea is near and dear to his
heart. The family has a lot of friends in law enforcement. We saw a series of slides highlighting some
of the activities of Markel and the Bridge the Gap
events in the Columbus area. The first activities involved providing food to officers during the protests
in the summer of 2020. Originally the goal was to
feed 100 officers.
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Angela Lanctot introduced today’s program.
We heard from Markel Davis and his mother
Jessica Davis. Markel is the courageous teenager who, with the help of his mother, took it upon
himself last spring during the height of clashes
between protesters and police to cook and feed
100 police officers per night.

enforcement. They have also partnered with police
to provide help to families who had lost everything
in a fire.

Right from the age of 3, Markel knew that he
wanted to grow up to be a police officer. Over the
years he has consciously chalked out his path that
would ultimately fulfill his dream of wearing the
blue uniform someday.
He is a senior at Upper Arlington High School
and is part of the Public Safety program through
Columbus City Schools where he learns more
about the future job he wants to have. Despite the
country-wide clashes that that took place between
protesters and the police, Markel still wears his
uniform from the Public Safety program with
pride because he still believes the great potential
that law enforcement has.
Markel and his mom started Bridge the Gap which
is an organization devoted to bridging the gap
between police officers and community members.
When the program began during the summer of
protests against the police he was bombarded with
hateful online comments which ultimately led to
deleting his Facebook page. There were students
at UAHS who were involved in negative comments during this time. Their home has also been
vandalized.
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CALENDAR
May 11 - ZOOM Meeting
Janet Grubb, First Asst.
Prosecuting Attorney and Chief
Counsel, Criminal Division,
Office of the Franklin County
Prosecutor – Franklin County
Crime Trends

MARKEL & JESSICA DAVIS

TEENAGER FEEDS COLUMBUS POLICE 100 MEALS PER NIGHT
A “Trunk or Treat” program on the west side of
Columbus distributed over 100,000 pieces of
candy. An unplanned trip to Kroger was necessary
when they ran out of candy early in the evening.
When Target decided to pull funding for the ShopWith-A-Cop program at Christmas Markel and
Bridge the Gap partnered with Columbus Police
and the FOP to raise funds and partner with Meier
stores to continue the program. Markel’s mom,
Jessica, expressed their gratitude to Upper Arlington Rotary for their financial support of this effort.

Going forward, Bridge the Gap plans to do annual
events – including expanding the “Shop with a Cop”
program. Future funding efforts will be focused on
individual events as they are planned. With time to
plan and organize they will be looking for financial
support as well as volunteers to get the word out.

Markel has joined the Marines and will report for
boot camp in October. During his four year commitment his Mom, Jessica, will continue with the
Bridge the Gap mission. He will enter the Corps’
military police program.
Jessica noted that the organization’s mission is
not exclusively to support police. It is about supporting the community as a whole. None of their
goals can be accomplished without support from
throughout the community. What’s of paramount
importance is that younger people understand
that police are people just like doctors and other
professionals are people.

Host: Jeanine Hummer

May 18 - Scioto CC/ZOOM
Danny Hummer, Experience
Playing Basketball for OSU
Host: Jeanine Hummer

May 25 - Scioto CC/ZOOM
Jennifer Adams, Director of
First Community Village
Host: Ginny Barney

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Submit your volunteer opportunity
to herb@herbgillen.com for inclusion
in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

SOCIAL EVENTS
Please submit your social event
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com for
inclusion in the Rotaryview Newsletter.

UA ROTARY
PATIO PARTY
Join your fellow UA Rotarians
for our first social event in more
than a year! We will be meeting
for drinks and fellowship
Thursday, May 13 from
5:00-6:30pm on the outdoor
patio at SOW Plated in the
Lane Ave. Shopping Center
(1625 W. Lane Ave.).

OUR NEXT MEETING

MAY 11TH
ZOOM MEETING
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THE MEETING
President Debbie Johnson opened the meeting and asked Bill Greenlee to offer
the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. Today’s meeting was held in
person at Scioto Country Club and also via Zoom.
There were no visiting Rotarians today. Jim Winfree asked Angela Lanctot,
John Trapp and Larry McVey to introduce their respective guests. Larry’s wife
Millie joined us today. Angela introduced her Mother. John introduced his guest
Tim Irwin.
Matt Hare wants club members to be aware that his newborn son is receiving
excellent care at Nationwide Children’s Hospital. He and his wife are appreciative of
the good wishes, thoughts and prayers from club members.
Debbie announced that the rotary International Convention which was to be held in
Taipei will now be a virtual convention., There is a registration fee of $49.00 which
is good through Friday, May 7. The club will pick up the fee as long as you bring
something back and share it with the membership. The dates are June 12 through
June 16. Let Debbie know if you want to be part of the convention. Send her an email
with your interest.
We need a coordinator for Senior Service day in 2021. Without a coordinator we will
need to inform the Commission on Aging that we can’t help out this year. The goal is
to get a group of Rotarians and Interact members together for three hours and help
senior residents clen up their property. More details to follow when a date is selected.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Dave Dewey promoted the District’s 125 Club program and recognized
Barri Jones as a 125 Club member. The district’s goal is to get every Rotarian
in the 125 Club. Contributions can be given to Dave or to Price Finley.
Chris Gugliemi reminded us that there is a Rotary Roundtable next week
(May 11) beginning at 10:00 AM. Both the Roundtable and the regular meeting
will be via Zoom only. There will be no in-person meeting at Scioto next week
(May 11).
Samir Dayman talked about The Berkshire Triathlon which will be held on
Sunday, June 13. It’s a fun time in a non-competitive program held at the Upper Arlington Mallway, Jones Middle School and Devon Pool. Brochures were
on the tables with details about supporting the program. The program raises
funds to support Ronald McDonald House Charities and Flying Horse Farms.
One hundred percent of funds raised support these entities.
Debbie announced that Michelle Hoyle is handling the club’s work with
Heart-To-Heart Pantry. This is part of a district 6690 program to have every
club do a first project with a local food pantry in the month of May.
Herb Gillen announced a service opportunity at noon on Thursday, May 13
for the Homeless Families Foundation. UA Rotary will help prepare welcome
home kits at the HFF facility on West Fifth Avenue. We need four or five
Rotarians to help out.

OUR NEXT MEETING

MAY 11TH
ZOOM MEETING
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