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• More diversion programs for low level felonies.

• Also diversion where appropriate in light of  
 substance abuse and mental health issues.

• Addressing racial disparities in the criminal  
 justice system, in part by increasing the number  
 of minority prosecuting attorneys.

• Likely fewer death penalty indictments, reserved  
 for the worst of all possible cases, due in part to  
 the issues around the means of imposing the  
 death penalty.  Janet encourages better research  
 and understanding of how the death penalty  
 works.

Janet said that the Prosecutor’s office is a “healthy 
agency”.  It has more than 200 employees, and 
new prosecutors and administrative staff are being 
added to manage an enormous backlog of work and 
the growing press of business.  The county budget 
for the office is typically approximately $20 million 
but the office is seeking more funding due to the 
increased demands on it. 

The office has a Civil Division, which is finding 
that many county departments have unmet legal 
needs.   The office’s Criminal Division has a dra-
matic increase in workload due to more incidents of 
gun violence recently and young people not being 
in school or employed as much.   Janet said the 
pandemic has wreaked havoc on the criminal justice 
system, which was shut down for approximately a 
year with only occasional breaks.  There is still not a 
5-day week every week for every judge’s court. 

Jeanine Hummer introduced the speaker, and 
her colleague and friend, Janet Grubb, the First 
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney and Chief Counsel 
at the Office of the Franklin County Prosecutor, 
Gary Tyack.

Janet has a bachelor’s degree from Marietta Col-
lege.  She attended Capital University Law School 
in the evening and graduated in 1976. She was 
a staff attorney at the Franklin County Public 
Defender’s Office, an attorney in private practice, 
and a Domestic Relations Court Magistrate.  She 
was elected as a Judge of the Franklin County 
Municipal Court three times and served for eigh-
teen years.  She has also worked as a part-time 
magistrate in the UA Mayors Court.

Prosecutor Tyack was elected to a 4-year term in 
November 2020.  He was the first new Prosecutor 
after Ron O’Brien’s tenure of more than 23 years, 
with Michael Miller serving a 16 year term before 
then.  Janet noted that the Prosecutor’s office has 
a new agenda, new people and some new thinking.  

Janet said that it was no accident Prosecutor Tyack 
was elected in the midst of a large wave of societal 
change, including the pandemic and social unrest 
relating to police-community relations.  His 
agenda has grown out of issues brought to the fore 
by persons in the community who feel disenfran-
chised and have been talking about injustices and 
inequities for a long time.   That agenda includes 
the following:
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May 18 
Jim Nicklaus 
Steven Schoeny

May 25 
Steve Frame 
Cheryl Turnbull

June 1 
Jim McKinney 
Matt Hare

May 18 
Ted Foster 
Brendan King

May 25 
Don Leach 
J.D. Dickerson

June 1 
Dick Stone 
Janine Hummer

May 18 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Danny Hummer, Experience 
Playing Basketball for OSU 
Host:  Jeanine Hummer

May 25 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Jennifer Adams, Director of  
First Community Village 
Host:  Ginny Barney

June 1 - The Amelita Mirolo 
Barn/ZOOM 
Steve Schoeny, UA City  
Manager UA Economic  
Development Update  
Host:  Kip Greenhill

Upper Arlington Rotary Club members built a playhouse to help support Habitat for Humanity on Friday, 
May 7th.  The playhouse was given to one of Habitat's families and Rotary's support will help provide funds 
for future Habitat homes.

UA ROTARY MEMBERS SUPPORT HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Drug-related homicides present some of the most 
difficult cases.  Everyone wants drug dealers to have 
to answer for their crimes when an addict overdoses. 
However, these are hard cases to make due to the 
type of witnesses and the complexity of proving that 
the drugs leading to death are sourced to the target 
of an investigation. 

There are more than 150 indicted but untried 
murder cases in the office right now, which is an 
enormous backlog.  Only a certain proportion of 
cases are solved leading to indictments, with fewer 
still leading to convictions, due to the defenses that 
are advanced.  Janet said that the state legislature’s 
changes to the law relating to self-defense has not 
helped in this regard, as the state must now disprove 
beyond a reasonable doubt every self-defense claim, 
and it’s difficult to meet this standard, since a 
defendant typically knows more relevant facts and 
circumstances than the police and prosecutors do.  
Janet hopes that the legislature will revisit this law.

 Janet explained that prosecutors were already 
overworked pre-pandemic, and are putting in time 
at night, and on weekends, with their work often 
not being appreciated.  Janet said that prosecutors 
have an avocation, and not just a job.   They must 
be mindful of the rights of crime victims, in part 
because of the law and in part because of the need 
to be compassionate.   Prosecutors now must be 
trained on the use of modern media; courtrooms 
are heavily wired, and evidence is presented 
digitally, with a need for much work to prepare for 
trials.  

Janet explained that there are 17 trial judges in 
Franklin County.  Each judge has his/her own 
likes, dislikes, policies and behaviors, and prose-
cutors must learn about each judge’s expectations. 

The Criminal Division of the Prosecutor’s office 
is divided into various sections handling differ-
ent kinds of cases.  Many of these cases require 
special knowledge, including those relating to gun 
crimes, drug offense, and special victims, such as 
those victims who are subject to child abuse and 
rape.
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Debbie Johnson opened the meeting, which was held via Zoom only. 

Price Finley provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Jeanine Hummer introduced her guests, Kayla Merchant, Theresa Dean, 
Mary Johnson and Amy Hiers.

THE MEETING

Michele Hoyle encouraged participation in Rotary District-wide effort in May 
to support the work of the Heart to Heart pantry mission of First Community 
Church.  There is a particular need for diapers and wipes. Michele asked for 
participation in 1 of these 3 ways:  bringing diapers and wipes to either of the 
next 2 club meetings, bringing a check for Heart to Heart to either of those 
meetings, or texting or emailing Michele with a pledge to give.

Chris Guglielmi is leading the Senior Service Saturday effort.  He is look-
ing for volunteers to spend 2-3 hours on Sat. June 5, to help clean the yards of 
senior citizens who are in need.  There will be an email blast with details.

Dave Dewey encouraged greater participation in the 125 Club, for support of 
the international mission of the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.  
You can give him or Debbie Johnson a check for this purpose.

Milt Lustnauer provided an update on Bill Loveland.  Bill has experienced 
challenges with his eyesight, but is doing better, and is eager to return to Club 
meetings soon.

Barri Jones thanked participants at an all-day Club project last Friday in-
volving the construction of a playhouse for Habitat for Humanity clients.  The 
volunteers were Mike Kull, Jack and Sandra Cotter, Peggy Concilla and 
Beth Hatch.   

Debbie Johnson described an enjoyable Roundtable earlier in the day, fea-
ture Brett Langolf, founder of More Kids on Sailboats - a 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion launching skill-building programs for new and experienced sailors.   
Debbie thanked Jim Nicklaus and Jack Cotter for their organizational  
efforts for Roundtable programs over the last year. 

Debbie also announced an upcoming social event for Club members at SOW 
Plated on Lane Avenue, on Thursday May 13, from 5-6:30 pm. 

Debbie encouraged participation in the all-virtual 2021 Rotary International 
Convention, which will take place on June 12-16.  Please let her know if you 
want to attend.

Price Finley is looking for 4 volunteers to help with painting a garage in the 
Milo-Grogan area on Saturday afternoon, May 15.  This event is one of several 
District-wide service projects.  Please email Price if you’d like to help.

Michele Hoyle celebrated the May 4 landslide vote to approve the new  
Upper Arlington Community Center.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 


