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Debbie Johnson introduced Ali Carine, D.O. 
to provide an update on COVID-19 to the club.  
Dr. Carine is a local Pediatric physician as has 
communicated her messages via Facebook, her 
YouTube channel, and her practice. 

Overview of the Disease: 
The disease spread rapidly because most carriers 
are asymptomatic and despite recommendations 
from The World Health Organization, China did 
not restrict travel and the disease spread world-
wide.  High risk groups have obviously seen the 
most impact, while the impact on children has 
been almost non-existent.  This disease is different 
than SARS and the flu with respect to mortality 
and other variables.  While “Herd Immunity” will 
ultimately prevent the spread of the disease, we are 
nowhere close to 60-80% immunity needed.  

Sheltering has lessened the impact and short term 
spread of the disease, but it has also slowed the 
herd effect.  There was no way to predict the imme-
diate need of PPE in order to prepare.  

Going Forward: 
Dr. Carine explained dramatic changes are forth-
coming.  After 9/11, airports implemented TSA re-
strictions.  For this situation, planning events with 
different age groups will be very tricky.  Those that 
have worked from home during the pandemic may 
ultimately influence the ratio of in-office workers.  
Perhaps outdoor events with distancing may be the 
solution.   

Ali explained that risk has been a part of life since 
the beginning of time.  A sterile environment is 
not the solution because immunity world never de-
velopment.  She highlighted the closing of schools 
may have a more impactful counter-effect than 
leaving them open.  For Columbus City Schools, 
many of their students are high risk and they don’t 
have access to programs while at home, or even 
internet access.  Categorically, children have not 
been impacted, but when day care is not available, 
the caretaker may be a grandparent resulting in a 
risk of contracting the disease.  She also explained 
that sheltering has heightened the impact of OCD, 
anxiety, and there has been an increase in suicides. 

Q&A: 
Vaccines?  None have ever been developed for 
RSV, HIV, and SARS.  It could happen, but it is a 
tough challenge.

Infection Numbers?  Increased testing has 
resulting in more reported cases.  She offered that 
prisons have shown 67% have COVID, but only 
1-2% have symptoms.  Active and Surveillance 
numbers are both being reported, and the data 
needs to be interpreted. 

Masks? Masks are beneficial for those with close 
contact.  High risk people with more interaction 
should wear them.  

For more information, visit DrCarine.com

http://www.drcarine.com
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The Meeting
The Upper Arlington Rotary’s April 28, 2020 was a Zoom virtual event opened by President  
Herb Gillen.  The prayer and pledge were provided by Milt Lustnauer.  70 members of UA Rotary 
joined the online meeting.

President Herb Gillen reminded the club of the recent deaths of members Peter Korda and Jim Jones.  
Herb asked Bob Whetzel and Bill Hosket to say a few words regarding these members.

Bob Whetzel described his first meeting with Peter Korda as a guy you knew you wanted to know.  Korda 
had fled Hungary in 1956 with his wife and baby daughter and a few possessions on his back.  Peter 
Korda came to Columbus in 1960 as Ph D at OSU.  He was a founding member of UA Rotary and its 
24th President.  He personally championed a water project in Honduras and was Rotarian of the Year in 
addition to numerous Rotary accomplishments. 

Bill Hosket shared that Jim Jones was originally hired as a skating instructor at OSU.  He was then 
handpicked by Woody Hayes to head the Football team’s tutoring program.  That lead to a position in the 
Athletic Office, Assistant Athletic Director and ultimately Director of Athletics.  Despite turmoil at the 
university, Jim was a great supporter and always stood for what was best for OSU.  

Notes and Announcements
Celia Crosley: UA Rotary will honor The Northwest Volunteer of the Year, UAHS Senior  
Jen Gomez, will a drive-up presentation after the meeting at 1:20PM.  Jen has accumulated  
over 800 hours of service and is a member of the Interact Club.

Joe Valentino:  The Rotary Fundraiser is now scheduled for August 14.  Committee will meet via 
Zoom Thursday April 30 at 12:15. If any member would like to be part of the committee, please let him 
know.

John Huneck: Thanks to the UA Rotary Club for $2500 to the YWCA Family Shelter.  They were able 
to purchase diapers, formula and supplies.  While we are not serving meals, we have still supported 
the shelter by paying for meals.  John also announced the birth of a grandson, Hudson Hayes  
Diambrosio in San Francisco.

Debbie Johnson: Thanks to members Ned Clark and Dave Dewey for completed an application 
for a District Grant to improve the gazebo at Miller Park.  The gazebo was originally funded by UA 
Rotary and needs repair.  Look for more information on this project.

Price Finley: The 59 clubs that comprise our District have worked to support local food banks  
during this time of need with a goal of $100,000 -$50k from Clubs, and $50k from District.  The goal 
has almost been reached thanks to a $5,000 contribution by UA Rotary.  This effort will support The 
Mid-Ohio Foodbank, locally.  

Milt Lustnauer: The first 1,000 masks arrived and there are 60 left.  There are an additional 1,000 
masks due to arrive any day.  Steve Sandbo stated we have the potential to supply 2,000 masks per 
week if needed.  Masks are $6.00 each and tend to run a little large, but easily adjustable.   
Contact Milt or Steve if you have a need.

Herb Gillen:  Sandy Clary has been hospitalized in Florida but is improving.  Jim Monahan was 
also in the hospital, but has improved enough to join the meeting.  

President Gillen noted that online meeting will occur every two weeks, until restrictions are lifted.  
Our next meeting will be May 12 and our speaker will be Dan Sullivan, Director of the  
Memorial Tournament.  
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UA ROTARY NORTHWEST VOLUNTEER 
OF THE YEAR HONORED
UA Rotary honored Jen Gomez, the 2020 UA Rotary Northwest Volunteer of the Year Tuesday with a 
surprise ceremony and parade of about 20 Rotarians in front of her home.  Jen is a graduating senior 
from Upper Arlington High School who has been a member of the high schools’ Interact Club that our 
club sponsors.  While we were disappointed not to be able to honor Jen at an in-person club meeting, 
we were grateful that we were able to do something to honor her.  Thank you to Celia Crossley and the 
entire Northwest Volunteer of the Year Committee and to Alan Yarletts for managing this year’s award 
and organizing this tribute to Jen.

ROTARY ZOOM ROUNDTABLE - CLIMATE CHANGE  
DR. LAURIE ANDERSON, OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY, 
PROFESSOR OF BOTANY-MICROBIOLOGY
MAY 5 @ 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Rotary Zoom Roundtable – “Climate Change” Dr. Laurie Anderson, Ohio Wesleyan University,  
Professor of Botany-Microbiology

Zoom login information will be emailed to all club members in advance.  Please contact  
Debbie Johnson at debbiejohnson33@gmail.com if you have questions or issues with  
logging into Zoom.

Dr. Laurie Anderson is a plant ecologist and holder of the Morris Family Professorship in Natural Sci-
ences in the Department of Botany and Microbiology at Ohio Wesleyan University. She is also Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors for the Ecological Research as Education Network (EREN). Anderson’s 
research and teaching interests include temperate forest ecology, invasive plants, global environmental 
change, environmental issues in food production, and developing collaborative ecological projects 
across small colleges. She leads travel courses on global change in Brazil, Utah and Alaska. In 2015, 
she was recognized as the Ohio Professor of the Year by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement 
of Teaching and the Council for Advancement and Support of Education.


