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the weather – but also echo crowd sound which will 
improve the home field advantage even further.

In addition to soccer, the stadium will shoot for ma-
jor ticketed events on a regular basis. A community 
plaza will allow for concerts for up to 2,000 people. 
After-work parties with music are also under con-
sideration. Donato’s is supporting the community 
plaza with an eye toward a regular flow of music 
events. Food trucks could be part of the equation for 
plaza events.

The capacity of the stadium is 20,00 people. Under 
roof lighting throughout the stadium will provide 
shadow-free illumination on the field. There is 
potential for the addition of a few more seats in the 
future as the need arises.

There will be 5 private clubs and 33 suites. Ameni-
ties like this make the stadium useful as a place to 
do business also.

The River Club (west concourse) allows patrons to 
get away from inclement weather or relax before or 
after a match. The Rail Club is on the east side of the 
stadium

Food partners are almost all local providers to make 
this a true Columbus-based experience.

A European style Beer Garden will feature Colum-
bus-based breweries. It will be at the north side of 

Today we heard from Pete Edwards, Co-Owner 
of the Columbus Crew and Tim Bezbatchenko, 
President of the Crew. Chip Knoop introduced 
the speakers.

Pete led off the program by thanking the club for 
the opportunity to meet. He noted that the fabric 
of the central Ohio community is why the Crew is 
still here and about to move into a new stadium. 
Pete believes that the Crew will be great this year 
and that, in tandem with the rollout of the new 
stadium, is cause for great excitement and antici-
pation in the Crew family.

We saw a slide show with up-to-date renderings of 
the stadium.

It appears that an early June completion is prob-
able for the stadium with possibly an early July 
kickoff for the first game in the new facility. Early 
home games will be in the former Mapfre Sta-
dium rather than go on the road for the first 10 or 
12 games of the season. The thought is that the 
international schedule break in June will provide 
the time and the opportunity to transition to the 
new stadium.

Corporate sponsorships have been excellent and 
have exceeded the Crew’s greatest hopes. This is 
a statement to the community that the Crew is a 
community asset deserving of support. Premium 
seat sales have also been better than expected. A 
few are still available. General seat purchases are 
beginning to pick up. With the ease of the coro-
navirus situation expectations are that sales will 
continue to grow.

The new stadium is part of a development that 
can be a cornerstone of the Arena District. The 
hallmark of the stadium will be the roof which will 
make for an outstanding game day experience. 
The roof will not only provide protection from 
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March 23 
Benjamin Lupton 
Chris Guglielmi

March 30 
Barri Jones 
Beth Hatch

April 6 
Brian Close 
Joe Ayers

March 23 
N/A

March 30 
N/A

April 6 
N/A

March 23 - ZOOM Meeting 
Dave Maetzold, Columbus Blue 
Jackets TV Host/Announcer 
Host:  Joe Ayers

March 30 - ZOOM Meeting 
Greg Ubert, Founder and Presi-
dent of Crimson Cup 
Host:  Jim Nicklaus

April 6 - ZOOM Meeting 
TBA  

The March 16 meeting was held via Zoom. President Debbie Johnson opened the 
meeting and asked Don Leach to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Assistant District Governor Wolf Lant was with us today.

Chip Knoop introduced David Gallanis, Ralph Griffin introduced  
Jeff Sniderman, Tom Westfall introduced Nick Gordon

THE MEETING

Chip Knoop thanked the seven Rotarians and two Interact Club members 
who helped build 20 beds at the recent Bed Brigade event. The goal is to have a 
bed build at least once a quarter.

Assistant District Governor Wolf Lant reminded us that this month is water 
and sanitation month in the district. He also highlighted the District’s “Rotari-
ans on the Rise” program for leadership development. Emails with details were 
distributed to all members the week of March 8. The free program is for folks 
who are interested in club leadership opportunities.

Milt Lustnauer announced that our Fundraiser this year may potentially 
be at the Crew’s new stadium. Working hard to make it happen – possibly in 
September. Stay tuned - details to follow.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

MLS procedures are designed to help teams that are 
struggling to compete with successful teams. Man-
aging the roster and investing appropriately will 
help the Crew remain competitive in this environ-
ment.

In addition to the regular MLS schedule the Crew, 
as current MLS champion, will be competing in the 
Champions’ League which features all the champi-
onship teams in North and Central America.

The Crew is working to develop youth soccer in the 
area. The “mini-pitch” program turns basketball/
tennis courts into mini-pitches to introduce soccer 
to youth who may not have previously been exposed 
to the game. The Crew had a youth soccer club 
which ended up competing with other youth soccer 
clubs in the area and. The frequent domination of 
the Crew’s club jeopardized the effort to develop 
loyalty to the MLS team. The youth club has been 
eliminated but the Crew does maintain a youth soc-
cer academy.

the stadium. The Beer Garden will have a separate 
entrance so it will be able to open on non-game 
days. It will be a gathering place on summer 
evenings to watch soccer regardless of whether the 
Crew is playing.

Ohio Health is a local partner which will be spon-
soring the Ohio Health Performance Center - a 
world class training facility/performance center at 
the former Mapfre site. The Center will be

helpful in recruiting players. The facility is nearly 
complete and can be seen from I-71. June is the 
expected opening date. By 2023 there will also be 
a community sports park available at the site.

A stadium naming sponsorship is still being devel-
oped and the hope is that a number of sponsorship 
announcements will be forthcoming soon – in-
cluding stadium naming rights. Jersey sponsor-
ship is also one of the remaining items to be deter-
mined. There is a focus on finding locally-based 
sponsors or sponsors with a large local presence 
to the greatest extent possible. The campaign for 
sponsorships is 180 degrees from where it was five 
years ago with the new ownership and the new fa-
cilities contributing to a much better environment 
for developing these relationships.

Thoughts now turn to developing the fan base to 
capture new fans or the return of fans who may 
have gone away for a few years.


