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1.) Get/create an emergency kit containing things 
that you anticipate needing in the event of an emer-
gency.

2.) Make a plan about what you would do if you had 
to shelter in place or if you had to evacuate immedi-
ately. For example, what would you take with you if 
you had to evacuate your home?

3.) Be informed about potential threats via various 
information sources in your area – including online 
resources from the Red Cross and some government 
agencies.

In the disaster services arena last year there were 
353 incidents in central Ohio. Most such incidents 
were house fires. Floods in the Fall and spring were 
a challenge since, with COVID-19, there are no large 
gatherings allowed in indoor spaces. As a result, 
hotel rooms were used to provide temporary shelter 
for victims of the floods.

The disaster services category also includes smoke 
alarm awareness and installation. One thousand 
smoke alarms were installed last year. We were 
reminded about the importance of change alarm 
batteries and regularly checking the alarms for 
functionality.

Mental health and health services are also provided 
for people following incidents

Biomedical services fall within the Red Cross scope 
of operations. Last year there were 5,250 blood 
drives in central Ohio. Ninety thousand unique 
donors provided nearly 150,000 units of blood. Dur-
ing the Q&A portion of the program Cory pointed 
out that blood donors occasionally learn about their 

Our speaker today was Cory Paul, Executive 
Director of the American Red Cross of Central 
Ohio. Jeanine Hummer introduced Cory. Cory 
started with the Red Cross as a participant in a 
disaster response team. He was ultimately hired 
as a program manager. He is a veteran of the 
Ohio National Guard and is a combat veteran in 
Afghanistan. He is a graduate of Ohio University 
(go Bobcats!).

Cory thanked the club for its sponsorship of the 
December, 2020 blood drive. Jeanine Hummer 
noted that UA Rotary plans to make the blood 
drive an on-going part of the club’s agenda. Cory 
measures blood drives by how efficient they are 
– meaning that they meet the donation expecta-
tions. In the club’s recent drive the goal of 30 pints 
of blood was met.

The single most common disaster that the Red 
Cross deals with is a single family house fire. 
While he spoke to us today the Red Cross was 
dealing with just such a situation in Columbus. 
Housing, financial assistance, food and clothing 
are part of the services provided by the Red Cross. 
The Red Cross doesn’t do it alone. They work with 
a number of non-profits to help in the provision 
of such services. Larger situations (tornados, etc.) 
require far more coordination and resources.

Cory noted that it is important to do three things.
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February 2 
Jim McKinney 
Matt Kirby

February 9 
Bill Hosket 
Matt McClellan

February 16 
Joe Valentino 
Bob Bracco

February 2 
N/A

February 9 
N/A

February 16 
N/A

February 2 - ZOOM Meeting 
Phil Sorentino,  
Humor Consultants 
Host:  Sandy Clary

February 9 - ZOOM Meeting 
Margie Pizzutti & Steve Schoeny, 
The UA Community Center
February 16 - ZOOM Meeting 
Steve Frederick, The State of the 
Union on Liquor and Wine 
Host:  Brad DeHays 
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Debbie Johnson opened the meeting and asked Andy Schmidt to offer the  
Invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

There will be a Roundtable in two weeks (February 9) featuring Jane Leach, Direc-
tor of Future Reach Columbus. Jane will discuss the “Future Ready by 5 Program” 
focused on improving children’s preparedness for kindergarten.

Brian Bainbridge shared a “Get to Know You” session with us. He has spent virtu-
ally his whole life in central Ohio. He and his wife Nikki have two small children. 
Most people would be surprised that he plays guitar and sings. He performed in 
the Short North years ago. He has been playing guitar since he was 13 years old. He 
chose real estate as a profession after starting out in technology sales. Residential 
real estate is an opportunity to help people improve their lives. His Dad is the most 
influential person in his life. He had a perfect work-life balance. His best family 
experience was meeting his future wife and the birth of their children. Brian’s bucket 
list includes getting his business built to the point where he can travel extensively 
with his family.

Jim Lynch, Tri-Village Rotary, joined us today.

Phil Sorentino (next week’s speaker) joined us today as Sandy Clary’s guest.

THE MEETING

Chip Knoop announced a Community Service Committee meeting scheduled 
for next Monday, February 1. The committee is looking for funding requests of 
interest to Upper Arlington Rotary to discuss at the meeting. Please let  
Barri Jones or Chip know if you have a suggestion.

Dave Dewey thanked the membership for the generous and ongoing support 
for the Rotary Foundation and the 125 Club. We are close to reaching our goals.

Quarterly invoices were sent out earlier this month. The $250 annual  
contribution will be invoiced early in February

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

available to help veterans learn to cope. In addition, 
while a service member is overseas the Red Cross 
can help coordinate communication during a family 
emergency and also coordinate travel home if that 
becomes necessary.

International Services are provided via Red Cross’ 
worldwide presence. Displaced people in refugee 
camps are provided assistance – including help to 
reconnect with family members who have become 
separated and/or are living in another country.

In closing Cory highlighted the importance of 
volunteers. They are critical to the Red Cross and 
its ability to accomplish its many missions. There 
are currently about 1,100 volunteers in central Ohio 
and anyone interested in helping should contact the 
organization

own health issues from the donor screening that 
takes place.

People who have recovered from COVID can do-
nate plasma which, in turn, can provide antibod-
ies that are helpful to others as they recover. The 
Red Cross is also involved in antibody testing.

Education services are available including CPR 
training. Last year 2,200 people were trained. 
Cory encouraged everyone to either take the 
training for the first time or refresh their training 
if it has been some time since they were trained 
initially.

Red Cross also provides services to the Armed 
Forces. Assistance is provided to returning vet-
erans as they deal with PTSD and other mental 
health issues. Reconnection workshops are 


