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The choices were narrowed down to 3 developers 
in Columbus, and one out of town.  Southeastern 
determined that Continental had the best chance 
of getting the transaction done, for these reasons:   
Frank and Continental had already done the 
redevelopment of the Kingsdale site, including 
the Giant Eagle, and the sale to a REIT that 
Frank was on the board of.   He was able to work 
with that entity to obtain the nonexclusive use of 
150 parking spaces.  There was an existing good 
relationship with the City.  There was also an 
ongoing relationship with Chase Bank, which had a 
50-foot, no-build easement stretching from Tremont 
Boulevard to Northwest Boulevard, which took 15% 
of the site out of play, and Frank got that easement 
removed.  All of this allowed for the most favorable 
bid.  The purchase price is $12.5 million, and the 
closing is this Friday.

Continental went into contract on August 15 last 
year, and then went through the planning and 
zoning process, including 5 City Council meetings 
and 2 school board meetings, with approval of a 
$17.25 million tax increment financing package, and 
some major infrastructure changes.  This 5-month 
process has been much faster than the normal case.

The project consists of some “very nice” apartment 
units, mostly 1 bedroom, totaling 325.  This sort of 
housing is needed to attract young college graduates 
to any city, plus some empty-nester seniors.   Also 
there will be a senior living component, with 
independent living units, but not memory care units, 
totaling 126 suites.   Both of these aspects of the 
project will be greatly enhanced if there can also be 

Brad DeHays introduced the speaker, Frank 
Kass.  Frank serves as chairman of Continental 
Real Estate Companies and leads the firm’s 
development, acquisitions and sales efforts. 
He and partner Jack Lucks grew the company 
from its roots as Continental Office & Supply 
into a multi-disciplinary, national development 
company offering services from acquisition and 
project planning to leasing, construction, property 
management and disposition.  Frank currently 
resides in Bexley, Palm Beach and Seaside. 

Frank’s topic was his company’s redevelopment 
of the old Macy’s site next to the Kingsdale 
shopping center.   He shared the story of how he 
and his firm got involved with this project.  Kroger 
bought the site several years ago, likely with the 
expectation to put a store there, but did not get 
the necessary approvals from the city.  They paid 
$10.5 million (“too much”), and adding in real 
estate taxes paid, they spent nearly $12.5 million 
on the property.   Kroger hired Southeastern, a 
company from Augusta, Georgia, to handle the 
disposition of the property, and conducted a RFP 
process with about a dozen developers.  Frank and 
his company and the other developers never dealt 
directly Kroger.
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a community center as a component of the project.  
There will be both a parking structure and the 
parking lot spaces that the REIT is allowing use 
of.  There will also be 2 floors of offices.

Frank’s/Continental’s part of the project is 
approximately $100 million.  With the proposed 
community center, there would be another 
approximately $50 million involved.  The project 
will have a very “urban feel”. 

Frank said it’s a pleasure to work in UA, near 
home for him.  He sold half of his construction 
business about 1 ½ years ago to Josh Corna, who 
is a UA resident.  Much of Continental’s executive 
team also lives in UA.  Frank himself feels like he’s 
spent more time in UA during the last 6 months as 
compared to Bexley.

Frank noted that right now the site throws off 
real estate taxes of approximately $173,000 per 
year, with $123,000 going to the school district.  
The new project will bring in approximately $1.8 
million of real estate taxes.  About half of this 
amount is needed to build the parking garage 
and infrastructure.  The other half can in part 
go to support the community center, which will 
enable the center to be built without new taxes on 
residents.

Frank anticipates demolition starting in February, 
with construction beginning in mid-May.   There 
is likely a 2 ½ year timeline for building of his 
portion of the development.  Frank confirmed that 
there will be more than one blue brick available 
from the old Macy’s building per resident of Upper 
Arlington. 
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Debbie Johnson opened the meeting, which was held on Zoom only. 

Milt Lustnauer provided the invocation and led the pledge of allegiance. 

Wolf Lant, Assistant District Governor, was the sole visiting Rotarian.

Margie Pizzuti was the sole guest.
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Wolf Lant noted that on January 19 at 5 pm, the District will host a Rotary 
Master Class, on how to make an impact as a Rotarian.  This program will 
be followed at 6 pm by a roundtable session on ideas for increasing club 
membership. 

Wolf also shares that a service project “blitz” is being planned for the upcoming 
District Conference.   The District is looking for ideas for a project that would 
be labor-intensive and larger in scope than one Club could handle on its own.   
Clubs in the District are encouraged to submit ideas.

Debbie Johnson noted that quarterly invoices have been emailed.  Please let 
Peggy Concilla know if you need yours to be re-sent.  The annual assessment of 
$250 will be made in February.   

Debbie also noted that at the prior evening’s board meeting, the resignations of 
Steve Stivers and Dan Ralley were accepted. 

Joe Valentino said he had received a good response to his recent email asking 
for mentors for new members.  He will use those responses to assign mentors 
currently and in the future.

Chip Knoop announced that there will be a new Bed Brigade build event on 
Saturday Feb. 6.  This time the event will be in Grove City.  This time the goal 
is to build 40 beds for families in need—a larger number than usual, so there 
is a need for 12-15 Rotarians and/or Interact students.  Please email Chip at 
cknoop@sbcglobal.net to volunteer.

Tom Davis said that there is still time to sign up as a virtual tutor for students 
at West Broad Street Elementary School.  There are 10 members already signed 
up, and there is a need for more.   Tutors must take a training session, which is 
also virtual.   Please email Tom  at  tfdavis850@aol.com  to volunteer.

Dave Dewey announced that thanks to gifts from Club members, he is 
sending $19,382 to Rotary International Foundation plus $39,025 for Polio 
Plus.

Dave also recognized these members for their Paul Harris Fellowships:  
Sandra and Jack Cotter, each at the +1 level; Mike Brady at the +3 level 
and Andy Livingston at the +5 level. 

Debbie conducted a “Get to Know You” session with Amberly Wolber 
(who uses the last name Windisch professionally).   Amberly is a urologist at 
OhioHealth.  She moved to Upper Arlington in Jan. 2018 with her 5 children, 
from Lexington, Kentucky.  Her children range in age from 5 to 16 years old.   
Some fun facts from Amberly:

Her experience that could be considered surprising was her opportunity during 
medical school to work as  a medic for a summer at the Philmont Boy Scout 
camp in New Mexico.  

She was inspired to choose her profession when she witnessed her own father’s 
battle with cancer that started when she was in 7th grade.  She likes per 
particular specialty because it allows her to follow patients long-term and have 
a good lifestyle.

The most influential person in her life was her father.   He obtained both a 
degree in aerospace engineering and an MBA, and had a successful career in 
the aviation industry, even while dealing with cancer.  He died in 2019.

Her best family experience has been the lessons she has learned from raising 
5 children, including learning to let some things go, despite generally being a 
“Type A” person.

In response to the question about what is on her bucket list, Amberly noted that 
she was fortunate to have visited all 50 states by age 18, as well as a number of 
foreign countries.  So, when it is time for her to “go”, she would just like to be 
able to look back and say she did the right thing, and had no regrets. 

Bill Hosket conducted harassment, with a heavy focus on college football.   
He noted it is difficult to collect cash during a Zoom meeting.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 


