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Celia Crossley introduced today’s speaker,  
Kent Holloway, CEO of Lifeline of Ohio.  Celia 
noted that her introduction to Lifeline of Ohio 
originally came through Linda Jones who was  
CEO at the time – 18 years ago.

Prior to becoming CEO, Kent’s time with the orga-
nization had been spent to a large degree with do-
nations and transplant activities.  He has seen the 
maturation of the transplant system and activity 
over time.  He has served as a transplant program 
administrator as well as a procurement executive.

Kent’s talk was based on a slide presentation high-
lighting Lifeline of Ohio.

He noted that Lifeline of Ohio does not save any 
lives.  Rather, the organization empowers mem-
bers of the public to do just that.  There are just 
under 100 employees at Lifeline of Ohio.  Lifeline is 
charged with taking care of donation issues for 37 
counties in Ohio and two counties in West Virginia.  
Lifeline covers organ donations, tissue donations 
and eye donations.

There are around 115,000 people nationally wait-
ing for an organ transplant. Nearly 2,900 Ohioans 
are waiting for a transplant.  There are about 500 

people in West Virginia.  The WVA number is so 
much lower because the state only has one trans-
plant program – for kidneys.

About 20 men, women and children die each day in 
the United States because the wait was too long or 
they became too sick to remain on the national or-
gan donor list.  In Ohio the toll is about one person 
every two days.  

Over the years, the number of people waiting for 
an organ transplant has grown steadily – although 
recently a slight downturn has developed.  Last 
year there were over ten thousand deceased organ 
donors in the United States – a record.

There were 34,000 organ transplants in 2017 in 
the U.S – 6,100 of those were from living donors.  
There were 50,000 corneal transplants in the 
country also.  Totally there were 1.75 million tissue 
transplants in the country.  In 2017 412 Ohioans 
shared the gift of life through organ donations.

The State of Ohio has a donor registry that out-
performs any other registry system in the country.  
There is an excellent partnership with the Bureau 
of Motor Vehicles and the Department of Public 
Safety.  There are about 6 million people registered 
as organ, tissue or eye donors at the present time. 

When you authorize donation when you renew 
your driver’s license the family does not need to 
reauthorize at the time of your death.  It is an ana-
tomical gift.  Young people, age 15 ½ can sign up 
for donor status when obtaining a driver’s license 
but parents can rescind the authorization until the 
child reaches the age of 18.

Lifeline maintains a website where you can register 
as a donor.

Living donations consist mostly of kidneys.  Liver 
donations are a little rarer – a dramatic donor 
recovery is required.  Ohio State is in the process of 
putting a living liver donor program in place. 
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Living lung donation is possible – a portion of a 
lung is taken from two different donors for each 
recipient.  Small intestine transplants are also pos-
sible.

Kent shared a list of what organs and tissues can be 
donated.  The list is not static – it gets larger and 
larger over time.

Organ Donations:  Heart, Lung, Liver, Kidney, 
Pancreas and Small Intestine

Tissue Donations:  Cornea, Bone, Nerves,  
Veins and Arteries, Heart Valve, Tendons and 
Ligaments and Skin.

Bone donations are often used in dental proce-
dures.  A person who has gum surgery may be re-
ceiving donated bone tissue and not even know it.  

There is no age limit for donations.  The oldest 
known donor that Kent is aware of was 92 years 
old.

Hospitals must contract with Lifeline of Ohio to 
report any death or imminent death of a patient.  
At that point Lifeline steps in to manage the pro-
cess of determining the donor status of the patient.  
Hospitals do not have access to the donor registry.

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) 
is the Federal contractor that governs how organs 

are matched to recipients.  Lifeline of Ohio is a 
member of UNOS.  Many factors are taken into 
consideration for the match.

The main message today is to not exclude your-
self from the donor list.  Funeral plans for organ 
donors are not disrupted by being a donor.  There 
is no cost to the family of a donor.  Lifeline works 
carefully with the family and the hospital - and all 
major religions are supportive of the process.

Kent then introduced 
club member Ted 
Staton – an organ 
recipient to share his 
experience.  Ted is a 
kidney recipient.  He 
was also on the list 
for a pancreas.  His 
donor was a 17 year 
old Gahanna Lincoln 
high school student 
who had been killed in 
an auto accident.  He 

considers himself living proof of why Lifeline of 
Ohio’s work is important.  He shared his history of 
struggle with diabetes and the resulting need for a 
transplant.  He reemphasized the fact that there is 
no age limit for inclusion on the donor list.

KENT HOLLOWAY
EMPOWERING THE PUBLIC TO SAVE LIVES 

Notes and Announcements
Steve Sandbo extended a final invitation to 
members for the upcoming Night of Zacapa  
on Thursday, July 12.  There are currently  
60 people signed up with room for a few more.  
Last chance… let Steve know if you would like  
to participate.

Steve also said there may be an opening for one 
more person for the November Guatemala trip 
(November 4-8).  Let him know ASAP if you’re 
interested.  The one opening will probably be 
gone by next week.

Yvonne Perotti had Rotary t-shirts available 
for $10.00.  If you will be participating in any 
event where you will be representing Rotary you 
should have one.
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The Meeting
Herb Gillen presided at today’s meeting.  President Dave Dewey 
and incoming President Brad DeHays were attending the Rotary 
International convention in Toronto.

Bill Greenlee offered the invocation and led us in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Don Leach noted that there were no visiting Rotarians and asked Jim 
Jones to introduce his guest and wife Linda Jones.

We were reminded that there will be no meeting next Tuesday,  
July 3 due to the Independence Day holiday activities.

Herb said we are still interested in hearing from anyone interested in 
walking along with – or riding on – the Rotary fire truck during the July 4 
parade.  Let Herb or Dave Dewey know if you’re interested.

A document seeking ideas for future program speakers was available at each table.  Members were 
encouraged to recommend speakers and topics for consideration during the 2018-19 club year.  A copy of 
the document will be distributed by email to all members in the near future.

The ribbon cutting for the new UA Centennial 
Walk and entrance into Northam Park – with the 
unveiling of the centennial Golden Bear sculpture 
– will take place at 7:00 PM on July 4.  UA Rotary 
is a major sponsor and members were encouraged 
to attend if possible.

Alan Yarletts introduced two short term Rotary 
Youth Exchange students.  Upper Arlington High 
School student Sanam Parwani and Finnish 
student Hanna Kaurala will exchange visits 
over the next few weeks.  Hanna is here now and 
when she returns to her home in Finland Sanam 

will accompany her.  We saw an interesting presentation from Hanna about her homeland and about her 
family and home town.
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