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Price Finley introduced our speaker Chadwick 
(Chad) Smith.  Chad is the Executive Director of 
the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority 
(OAQDA).  He has just earned his MBA from Ohio 
State’s Fisher College of Business.  He’s a U.S. 
Navy veteran.

The OAQDA is not a regulatory agency.  It is a 
state agency devoted to helping Ohio businesses 
meet air quality requirements from government 
agencies such as the Ohio EPA.  They offer 
assistance to large and small businesses.

Smith noted that energy is an integral part of the 
human existence today.  The harnessing of energy 
has yielded great progress throughout the world.  
This progress enabled by energy also comes at 
great cost.

As recently as the 1970’s there was a move afoot 
(promoted by the coal industry) to turn to coal as 
the primary source for all energy in the United 
States.  This was during the time when the global 
supply of oil and gas was presumed to be nearly 
depleted.

The Ohio Air Quality Development Agency was 
created in 1970 which was two years before the 
creation of the Ohio EPA.  The agency is governed 
by a board which consists of five members from 

the public who serve eight year terms.  They are 
appointed by the governor.  Additional members of 
the board come from related government agencies.

Since its inception the OAQDA has issued about $8 
billion in bonds to provide funding assistance to 
businesses with air quality initiatives.

One of the chief benefits of participating with the 
OAQDA in air quality projects is an exemption from 
certain sales and property taxes which, particularly 
in the case of utility companies, can ultimately lead 
to lower costs for the company and, presumably, 
lower bills for consumers.

The smallest project that the agency has been 
involved in has been a $14,000 project that helped a 
coffee shop acquire a new coffee roaster.  The largest 
project has been a $350 million project with FirstEn-
ergy.

Ohio prisons are large energy users which have 
utilized resources available through the OAQDA.  
Prisons at Lebanon, Warren, Mansfield and Marion 
have been involved with the agency so far.  Some 
state universities have also worked with OAQDA to 
improve their air quality programs.  Ohio University, 
the University of Akron and OSU have been involved.  
Akron realized $6 million in annual savings.

Chadwick (Chad) Smith
Executive Director of 

Ohio Air Quality Development Authority

Continued on pg2...
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Volunteer Opportunities

Please submit your volunteer 
opportunity to 
herb@herbgillen.com for 
inclusion in the Rotaryview 
Newsletter.

Social Events

Please submit your social event 
reminder to herb@herbgillen.com 
for inclusion in the Rotaryview 
Newsletter.

April 19
John Krauss
Bill Kraft

April 26
Bill Loveland
Carl Aschinger

May 3
TBD

April 19
Chris Taylor                   
Tracy Harbold

April 26
Jon Hellstedt
Bill Mielke

May 3
Brian Quin
Rich Simpson

April 19
Anita Barney/Deanna 
Stevens - Quarterback 
Sneak - Exposing the 
Criminal Game Plan of Art 
Schlichter
Host: Loveland

April 26
Nick Rees - Buckeye Boys 
Ranch
Host: Knoop

April 26
Todd Kemmerer - USA 
National Sporting Clay and 
Association
Host: Livingston President Bill Cloyd asked Reverend Dick Wing to offer the Invocation and lead us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.

There were no visiting Rotarians or guests today.

Bill announced that, at the April 11 meeting, the Board reluctantly accepted Ed Wheaton’s resignation 
from the club.

The Meeting

Ethanol plants in western Ohio have also worked with the agency to improve their air quality programs.

The OAQDA also offers a Clean Air Resource Center which is focused on helping small businesses.  Dry 
cleaners and auto body shops are examples of the types of businesses which benefit from the Center.

Energy efficiency is an overarching priority for all of the activities of the agency.  In addition to small 
businesses such as dry cleaners and body shops, other industry groups are also prime candidates for 
assistance.  Hotels, car dealers, schools and recycling facilities are examples.

While OAQDA is focused on Ohio EPA requirements the agency can also be helpful to businesses when 
it comes to Federal EPA regulations.

Many small business owners are initially suspicious of a government agency that offers help – fearing 
that they will become enmeshed in regulatory red tape.  The agency needs to work to assure them that 
OAQDA is, in fact, not a regulatory body.
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Dick Stone reported that Dick Henry has returned home to his “man cave”.  He’s glad to be there and 
hopes to return to a meeting soon.  Send Dick a card – he would love to hear from his Rotary friends.

Dave Dewey asked all those who have replied to the Fundraiser invitation to stand.  He reminded those 
who were still seated to reply – one way or another – ASAP.  We are in the final planning stages and a 
headcount is needed.  Chip Knoop suggested heavy fines at next week’s meeting for those who have not 
replied.  Bill Cloyd immediately pointed out that this was the incoming president’s idea – not his.

Dave also announced that meetings are taking place to gather and finalize both silent and live auction 
items for the event (May 1 from 5:00 to 9:00 PM at the Columbus Museum of Art).  He encouraged us all 
to be creative and come up with some fun and interesting auction item ideas.

Sponsorships for the Fundraiser are also available.  A form was available which outlined the features and 
benefits of participating as a sponsor.  A corresponding email will be distributed to all club members.

Bill Mielke was busy throughout the meeting selling Fundraiser raffle tickets.  Tickets are $25.00/5 for 
$100.00.  Eighty people have bought tickets so far – hopefully many more to come.  Tickets can be 
charged to your club account.

Herb Gillen and Jim Hyre are once again coordinating a “Shredding Day” this Saturday, April 16 at 
Upper Arlington High School.  Bring your documents to be shredded to the high school from 10:00 AM 
to 1:00 PM.  Electronic items may also be recycled.  Donations to benefit the food pantry will be accepted.

Dave McCurdy updated us on the status of the project to assist the school at Tierra Linda, Guatemala.  
The original plan to fund the addition of a third floor to the school had to be abandoned because the 
existing building could no structurally support it.  Most of the funds ($29,000) committed to the project 
will now be used to acquire a plot of land, (27 meters X 27 meters) upon which to build a new preschool 
in the future.  Construction of the preschool will free up space and resources in the existing building.  
Eventually, the construction of a new preschool will require an estimated $50,000 to $60,000 in 
funding.
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