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Wade Giffin, Senior Pastor at Trinity United 
Methodist Church, was our speaker today with a 
Thanksgiving message.  He earned his Bachelor’s 
degree from Xavier University and his Master’s 
degree from United Theological Seminary.  He and 
his wife Debbie have been married for 28 years.

One year ago today Wade noted that he was invited 
to offer the Thanksgiving message – before he 
became a member of the club.  He made a tenuous 
claim about having a dream that several UA Rotary 
members needed some help to stay on the straight 
and narrow.

The underlying theme today – be grateful.  He 
expressed his appreciation to several club members 
for their regular contributions and help to the club.

Wade brought a “reprise” of the Thanksgiving quiz.  
We had two minutes to answer fifteen questions.  

Some of the more interesting questions were:

Which tribe taught the Pilgrims how to cultivate 
the land and was invited to the first Thanksgiving? 
(Wampanoag)

Which southern state was the first to adopt a 
Thanksgiving Day in 1858? (Virginia)

What is a snood? (The loose skin under a turkey’s 
neck)

A baby turkey is called a … (poult)

A full grown turkey has about how many feathers? 
(3,500)

The scoring of the quiz was on the honor system.  
No one got all fifteen questions correct.  Two 
people scored 13/15 and received an A for their ef-
fort.  Those with twelve correct were rewarded with 
a B and anyone with ten or fewer correct answers 
received a C-.  

Wade then called on Chris Nall, Director of Wor-
ship at Trinity’s Crossroads service, to lead us in 
several songs.  Chris noted that in our lives we 
set reminders and alarms all the time for various 
events – including holidays.  Those holidays aren’t 
“just there” – they are there for a reason.  They 
are there as reminders to us about better things.  
Thanksgiving is just such a reminder.  It is there to 
remind us of the things we have.

We engaged in a sing-along (the Rotary choir needs 
a bit of additional practice) led by Chris.

Wade encouraged us as follows… In all circumstanc-
es, give thanks.  He cited the life and approach to life 
of a woman named Janet in Hilliard who took his 
son under her wing early in his high school career.  
A distinguishing characteristic of her approach to 
everything was to find and acknowledge things to be 
grateful for in everything and everyone she encoun-
tered.   When greeted by a typical “how are you?” 
Janet’s response is “I’m grateful”.

She is a person who understands what it means to 
give your life away to someone else.  What is the 
ingredient that causes her to live the way she does?  
The answer – at her core there is gratitude.  If you 
live that life you turn your life outward rather than 
inward.  What you discover at that point is that by 
doing so you, yourself, will be provided for.
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OUR NEXT MEETING

November 28th 
Scioto Country Club
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The Meeting
President Dave Dewey asked Dave 
Hammond to offer the invocation and lead us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

John Adams introduced visiting Rotarians 
Steve Heiser, Assistant District Governor, 
from the Columbus club and Jon Jaynes 
from the Dublin-Worthington club.  Wade 
Giffin introduced his guest Chris Nall.  Jim 
Hyre introduced his guest – Jim Hyre.  
Visiting Rotarian Noah Moore introduced his 
guest Dr. John Weigand.  Allison Russo 
introduced her guest Michelle Montgomery.  
Milt Lustnauer’s guest was his wife Bonnie.

Dave announced that he attended the 100th 
anniversary dinner for the Chillicothe Rotary 

club.  Interestingly, Rotary International President Ian Riseley was in attendance and Dave had the 
opportunity to visit with him and share some UA Rotary activities.

Today was the third reading of candidates for our 2018-19 Rotary year which begins July 1, 2018.  
The candidates are:  Secretary – Debbie Johnson, Board members – Carl Aschinger, Melissa 
McCurdy, Jim McKinney, John Adams and Matt Rule.

Please reply ASAP about your plans to attend 
(or not to attend) the Christmas party on 
December 12.  Anne Croskey also requests 
that you be sure to provide the first name(s) of 
your guests for the party.

Herb Gillen introduced new member Scott 
McKenzie who joined us today as a new 
member.  Scott was just elected to the Upper 
Arlington School Board and has an extensive 
career background in education as a teacher 
and as an administrator.

Since it’s Michigan week, Michigan fan Dick 
Stone was called to the podium and good 
naturedly harassed.  He took it calmly.

Gratitude leads to kindness and generosity. When 
a person expresses or exudes a grateful attitude 
it changes the way in which people around them 
react.  The world around you will change in a posi-
tive way if you adopt an attitude of gratitude.

Giffin cited a line from the Apostle Paul in the 
Bible which ended with the phrase “give thanks in 
all circumstances.  That is God’s will”.

He noted that today a very small percentage of 
people stop in their everyday lives to express 

gratitude for the people and things in their lives.  
There is a great deal of “taking for granted”  
today – coupled with the fact that much of the 
news and daily interaction we experience is  
negative and confrontational.

Gratitude is not in inborn trait.  You need to 
work on it – develop a sort of muscle memory for 
expressing gratitude.  He challenged UA Rotary 
to take a 30 day workout to develop that muscle 
memory for expressing gratitude.
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Notes and Announcements
Phil Glandon placed sign-up sheets on the tables for the December 
12 Christmas party.  Please reply via either the sheet or on the web.

Alan Yarletts announced that the International Exchange 
students will be transitioning to their next host families right after 
Thanksgiving.  He thanked the host families and the Rotarians who 
participated in the transition party.  We are in need of an additional 
host family for the final segment since one of the students is allergic 
to cats and the previously scheduled host family has cats.

Chris Taylor reminded us that 
the UA Leadership Program 
has a leadership program for 
9th and 10th grade students.  
Applications for that program are 
available now.  Chris has them.

Barri Jones announced that collections for the Christmas Wish 
program are coming in.  She was collecting checks today.  Donations 
levels so far are close to maxing out the UA Rotary Foundation’s 
pledge to match contributions up to $3,500.

Bob Whetzel mysteriously asked if anyone in the room had a son 
or grandson participating on the UAHS hockey team.  One hand was 
raised – then Bob sat back down.
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