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August 2020 was the first time the number finally 
crossed back into the million-level for the first time 
since the shutdown. A few releases began in August 
and September. Currently, the big budget Godzilla 
vs King Kong was recently released with revenue of 
about $15 million over the opening weekend.

In a show of hands we discovered that very few of 
Rotarians in attendance have attended a movie in 
the past year.

A number of independent theaters in the Columbus 
area opened up fairly quickly for a while after the 
initial wave of COVID shutdowns. Studio 35 and the 
Grandview Theater are examples. The Gateway Film 
Center also opened briefly.

The fact that some movies are opening via stream-
ing services simultaneously with theater release is a 
new phenomenon and one which is controversial in 
the movie industry. Movie studios can take as much 
as 60 percent of the theater gate in some cases. The-
aters make up for this through concession charges. 
The current revenue sharing system is under pres-
sure because of current trends toward more diverse 
distribution models.

The industry has become more global with revenue 
numbers in the United States representing only a 
part of the total – sometimes only a small part.

Movie production budgets which are often publi-
cized do not, in most cases, include marketing costs. 
The marketing costs for major movies can be 1.5 
times production costs – sometimes rising as high 
as double production costs.

An issue in the industry is how to regain and 
maintain audience interest in attending movies 
at theaters. The experience of watching a movie 
in a theater is a totally different experience than 

Our program today featured Johnny DiLoretto 
and Jordan Hanhilammi. They provided a 
discussion of the upcoming summer movie  
season and also the state of the film industry.  
Herb Gillen introduced our speakers. Both 
Johnny and Jordan are known throughout central 
Ohio for their expertise in cinema and their 
passion for film. DiLoretto’s film critic experi-
ence began with The Other Paper in 1998. He has 
worked with ABC6 and also on local radio. Jordan 
is a video production graduate from Ohio Univer-
sity. He spent five years as operations manager at 
Gateway Film Center.

The presentation was very interactive with the 
audience in attendance at Scioto Country Club and 
included many comments and questions from the 
audience.

Last spring there was a great deal of excitement 
about the upcoming James Bond movie “No Time 
to Die”– Daniel Craig’s last as Bond. The much-
anticipated film was scheduled to open in April. 
Tom Cruises’ Top Gun follow up also fell victim 
to the COVID-related shutdown. The news of 
the cancellations was hard for movie buffs. The 
delay of these two movies, along with the overall 
shutdown of the in-theater movie experience was 
devastating for the industry and drove home the 
seriousness of the looming pandemic threat. By 
the end of March, 2020 the theater industry had 
virtually shut down. Box office number fell from 
$134 million from March 6 to 12 to $59 million 
from March 13 to 19 and then to only $5,632 from 
March 20 to 26.
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April 13 
Matt Rule 
Beau Taggart

April 20 
Wade Giffin 
Steve Zid

April 27 
Allison Russo 
Amberly Windisch

April 13 
John Hansel 
John Cleland

April 20 
Tracy Harbold 
Jim Hyre

April 27 
Andy Livingston 
Tom Westfall

April 13 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Joel Penton, Founder/Ex.  
Director, Lifewise Academy 
Host:  Angela Lanctot 
April 20 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
Catherine Strauss, Yes for UA 
Community Center 
Host:  Milt Lustnauer 
April 27 - Scioto CC/ZOOM 
TBA 

President Debbie Johnson called the meeting to order and asked Tim Kellogg 
to offer the invocation and lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. This meeting was the 
club’s happy return to an in-person option for member participation.

The plan for upcoming meetings is to continue in this hybrid mode for the next  
several months – through the conclusion of Debbie’s presidency and into  
Joe Valentino’s term. Pre-registration for in-person attendance will continue for 
the time being. We will be returning to full in-person attendance as soon as possible.

Debbie noted that the Board will meet via Zoom on Monday evening.

There were 40 people attending in person at today’s meeting. Thirty-nine UA Rotary 
members plus one visiting Rotarian. Twenty-six members attended online.

Anne Croskey introduced visiting Rotarian John Jacob from  
Dublin-Worthington.

THE MEETING

Herb Gillen reminded volunteers for the upcoming Homeless Families  
Foundation service opportunity on Thursday, April 8.

The Rotary Roundtable next week (4/13) will feature gardening tips and infor-
mation from the Franklin County Extension Service. The roundtable will begin 
at 10:00 AM and will be via Zoom. Use the same Zoom link as the one for the 
regular 4/13 meeting.

NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Occasionally a film from the Sundance Film Festival 
or another film festival becomes a big hit. Films 
shown at these festivals are designed to find audi-
ences for smaller films. Little Miss Sunshine is an 
example.

There are many different types of “movies”. We typi-
cally think about Hollywood when we use the term 
“movie’. There are also documentaries, short films, 
handmade films and experimental films from all 
over the world. These various types of films have a 
wide array of budgets.

watching it at home. It is a much more immersive 
environment in a theater. Our speakers hope that 
attending a movie in a theater does not go the way 
of the LP record.

It is difficult to determine how many movies make 
money today. The environment is complex because 
of the various viewing options available today. 
In-theater revenue must be added to revenue 
from streaming services, rental services, etc. A 
big budget movie today must generate almost a 
billion dollars in revenue in order to make a profit. 
Only a handful of movies per year operate at this 
level. Movies with smaller budgets which become 
surprise hits offer the opportunity to make a good 
profit.

Johnny suggested that the number of movies pro-
duced might be too large. In his opinion it would 
be better to produce fewer movies with better 
content – great stories. He cited The Godfather 
and Titanic as two such movies. Jordan noted 
that, here again, streaming has an impact. The 
number of movies produced needs to remain high 
since streaming services require a large number 
of content hours. Features developed as a series 
for streaming services could, at times, be tightly 
produced as excellent movies.


