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LESSON 9  

WHY PRAYERS AREN’T ANSWERED 

IN THIS LESSON 

Learning: Why does God keep saying no to my prayers?  

Growing: Why am I always waiting for an answer? 

In this lesson, we will focus on God’s wait and no answers to see what they might tell us. Again, 

I am assuming you are in right relationship with God. The person who has not accepted Jesus 

Christ as Savior or is in willful rebellion against God cannot expect yes answers from God. The 

Lord’s answer is likely to be a repeated no until the person surrenders his or her life fully to 

Christ. Being a believer, however, and even desiring to live in right relationship with God, does 

not always ensure that we will have all of our prayers answered with a yes. There are certain 

practical and specific reasons why God doesn’t always say yes even to Christians. 

REASONS FOR GOD’S WAIT ANSWER 

God wants us to desire Him more than any person, position, or object. He wants us to trust Him 

completely to meet our needs and for us to be in an intimate relationship with Him. For this 

reason, sometimes God answers wait so we will refocus on Him and not on the object of our 

desire. God wants us to see Him as the source of our supply and know that a relationship with 

Him is far more valuable than any answered prayer could ever be. 

Sometimes, God answers wait so that we might trust Him more fully. If God immediately said 

yes to all of our prayers, we might soon think that His answers were based on our own 

righteousness rather than on His mercy and grace. In giving us wait answers, God is building a 

stronger foundation of faith in us—one that will endure all persecutions and trials. 

Sometimes, God answers wait so our attitude will reflect the attitude of Christ. God may want us 

to have a different attitude so we will know how to use the blessing that He is about to give us. 

At other times, we must mature in some way so we can handle the blessing. A young child may 

want a pocketknife, but a wise parent knows this is not an appropriate gift for a young child. The 
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parent waits until the child is older and can use the pocketknife properly. Likewise, God may 

delay His answer to our prayer until we are better prepared to accept it. 

Sometimes, God answers wait because certain aspects of His plan are not fulfilled. Other people 

may be involved in the blessing, and God may need to work in their hearts before He can give us 

what He wants us to have. He needs to remove the hindrances that keep His will from being 

enacted. To hinder literally means to break up, or to place an obstacle in the road, so that our 

way is impeded. God may need to do some “removal work” in the heart of another person before 

that person can share in our blessing. 

Finally, God sometimes answers wait because He is preparing for an even greater blessing than 

the one for which we asked. This certainly was true in the case of Lazarus. Jesus knew that 

Lazarus was ill, and He could have gone to him to heal him before he died. Instead, Jesus waited 

until Lazarus had died so that He might raise him from the dead as a definitive sign of His 

authority over death (see John 11:1–45). 

1. “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in 

You” (Isaiah 26:3). What does it mean to have your mind “stayed on” God? How is this 

accomplished?  

 

2. When have you experienced the peace of God in the midst of trouble? What does this 

suggest about the promise in this verse?  

A NO ANSWER DUE TO RELATIONSHIP ISSUES 

When we hear about someone receiving an answer of no from God, our first impulse may be to 

assume there is sin in that person’s life. Likewise, when we are the ones receiving the no answer, 

we may assume sin is the cause and try to argue that point with God or justify our position. The 

greater reality, however, is that we probably are in error, not sin, and God is using a no answer 

to correct our error. 
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Sin is willful disobedience against what we know God wants. Sin is a matter of saying, “I know 

what God’s commandments say, but I choose to do otherwise.” It is a deliberate act of rebellion 

and defiance. We experience a breach in our relationship with God, and the Holy Spirit moves to 

convict us of our sin. Error, in contrast, is an inadvertent disobedience. We do not know we are 

making an incorrect choice or engaging in unrighteous behavior because we have not been taught 

what we are doing is wrong. We desire a relationship with God and are quick to amend our ways 

once we realize our error, but at present we do not know we are erring. 

God’s answer of no is a means of bringing us to the point where we recognize our error so we 

can correct our behavior. Once we do, God’s answer to our same petition may very well be yes. 

There are at least six areas of error that evoke such a no answer from God. 

First, God may answer no if our relationships with others are not right. Our heavenly Father will 

not answer our prayers as long as we remain unforgiving, unmerciful, or self-centered toward 

family members and friends. We cannot be caustic, resentful, or selfish to other people and 

expect God to answer our petitions. He has clearly stated that we must forgive if we are to be 

forgiven. We must be givers before we expect to receive (see Luke 6:37–38). 

In 1 Peter 3:1–7, we find a balanced approach to the relationship that God wants a husband and 

wife to have. Peter says that if this relationship is not in right balance, our prayers are hindered. 

Your relationship must be right with your spouse for God to answer your prayers, because in 

marriage, two people are made one and are regarded as one flesh by God (see Mark 10:6–8). 

Your request to God must be one that honors and considers your spouse. 

3. For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if 

you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” 

(Matthew 6:14–15). How does Jesus stress the importance of having right relationships? 

What is required of you to receive a yes answer from God?  
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4. “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has 

something against you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23–24). What 

does this say about the priority God places on forgiveness and reconciliation?  

A NO ANSWER DUE TO SELF-CENTEREDNESS 

A second reason God may answer no is because our motives are for self alone. As James writes, 

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures” 

(James 4:3). All of our actions are either aimed at self or at God. Our motive is either to exalt 

ourselves or to bring glory to God. In serving others, we bring glory to God. So, we might say 

that our actions are motivated either by a desire to serve self or others. 

God may give us a no answer so we can confront our own motives. Why are we asking God for a 

certain thing? Is it so we will look better, feel better, or get more praise from other people? Or is 

it so we might help others and be better able to fulfill the destiny that God has laid before us? 

God will not answer our prayers unless He is certain that we will be good stewards of the things 

He gives to us and be generous to others. 

Specifically, God expects us to be generous to those who are in need. Many of God’s blessings 

in the Bible are reserved for those who take care of the poor, the widows, and the orphans. We 

must use what God gives us to bring about justice and equity for those who are lacking the basic 

essentials of life. 

5. “You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. 

Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you 

ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures” (James 4:2–3). What is the reason 

some people don’t ask God for what they need? How do they try to get their desires?  
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6. What does it mean to “spend [what you receive] on your pleasures”? How is that 

motivation similar to those who “lust and do not have” in the first place?  

 

A NO ANSWER DUE TO WAVERING FAITH OR FAILURE TO TITHE 

A third reason God may answer no is because we are wishy-washy in our faith. God has little 

regard for faith that wavers—a faith that says, “Maybe God will . . . but maybe He won’t.” Such 

faith is unstable and unreliable. For this reason, God sometimes gives us an answer of no so we 

will reevaluate our opinion of God and come to grips with our own emotions. 

Many people today are driven by their emotions. One day they claim to feel God’s presence and 

they have joy and peace. The next day, when they are a little down or discouraged, they say they 

don’t feel God’s presence and therefore God must not care about them. They become resentful 

and bitter toward Him. God, however, hasn’t changed. Their emotional temperament is being 

tossed about like wind-driven waves. Our relationship with God must be based on what the Bible 

says, not on how we feel on any given day. Feelings come and go, but God’s Word remains. Our 

prayers must be grounded in the Word, not in ourselves. 

A fourth reason God may answer no is due to a failure to tithe. God does not tolerate 

stinginess—whether toward Him or other people. If God does not seem to be answering your 

request for things, money, or material goods, check your giving. It may be that God is seeking to 

teach you a new set of priorities in your handling of money. He may be attempting to give you a 

new understanding of stewardship. God will not violate the cycle of giving that He established 

for mankind: giving, receiving, giving, receiving. His law requires reciprocity. 

7. “But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea 

driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything 

from the Lord” (James 1:6–7). What does this passage say about praying in faith? Why 

do you think God requires you to not doubt when you pray?  
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8. “ ‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and try Me 

now in this,’ Says the Lord of hosts, ‘If I will not open for you the windows of heaven 

and pour out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it’ ” 

(Malachi 3:10). What is the promise in this verse for those who are generous?  

A NO ANSWER DUE TO INDIFFERENCE TO GOD’S WORD AND UNCONFESSED 

SIN 

A fifth reason God may answer no is because we are indifferent to His Word. Sometimes God 

gives us an answer of no so we will get serious about reading His Word and applying it to our 

lives. We cannot live with a closed Bible and expect to have an open line to heaven. The Bible is 

God’s manual for right living. It contains His promises related to prayer and holds His 

commandments for how to receive His blessings and defeat the enemy of our souls. 

We cannot turn a deaf ear to God’s Word and then approach God with our requests. This would 

be like a college student telling his professors, “I don’t need to attend classes or study any 

courses. Just give me a degree and I’ll be on my way.” The Bible has both information and 

inspiration that we need for our daily walk with God. So avail yourself of it. You will gain 

important insights into how to pray so that you get yes answers from God. 

Finally, we may receive and answer of no from God because we have unconfessed sins. Just 

recognizing our sins is not enough—we must confess them to God and receive His forgiveness. 

God cannot give us yes answers if we only recognize our errors but do not obey Him and change 

our ways. 

God’s foremost desire is not to give us answers of wait or no but to say yes to us. As Moses said 

to the people, “Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the LORD your 

God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the Lord 

your God will set you high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come 

upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of the LORD your God” (Deuteronomy 

28:1–2). 
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God’s desire is for blessing, but if you turn to follow other gods and do not obey His Word, you 

will find the “heavens which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under 

you shall be iron” (verse 23). In other words, the heavens will be closed to your prayers, and 

nothing you attempt to do will prosper. When you know what to do, you are responsible for 

doing it. Only then can God trust you with His yes answers and His blessings. 

9. “One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination” 

(Proverbs 28:9). Why would God consider a person’s prayer “an abomination” if that 

person turned a deaf ear to His law? What does this principle teach about unconfessed 

sin? What does it teach about reading God’s Word?  

 

10. “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have hidden His 

face from you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:2). Is there unconfessed sin in your 

life at present? If so, stop right now and spend time confessing it to the Lord.  

 

TODAY AND TOMORROW 

Today: The Lord sometimes says no or wait because it is best for me.  

Tomorrow: I will ask God to show me anything in my life that is hindering my prayers this week. 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Father, we take so many things for granted. We treat You like we treat each other—like others 

treat us. We rationalize so many things. We excuse so many things. We overlook our own failings 

and then wonder why the heavens seem to be like brass when we pray. We know that You love to 

answer our prayers—but that You will never violate Your own laws to give us something that 

will end up being a detriment to us. Help us to be honest enough to examine our lives, confess 

our sins, and move into the state of righteousness that You desire for us.  
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NOTES AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

 

 

 

 


