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IMMANUEL: GOD WITH US 

During Christmastime, my wife and son Josiah love to decorate our house. One of the 

decorations that they put in the house are large wrapped boxes. These gloriously decorated boxes 

have all of the color of Christmas. They have all the glitter and shine associated with the most 

materialistic holiday of the season. They’re all tied up with great big bows.  

There’s only one problem. These boxes are empty. They are nothing more than decorations. The 

packages show all the fanfare of Christmas but have no meaning or value inside. 

These packages are like many Christians today. They dress to the nines for church and carry a 

Bible under their arm. They sometimes quote a verse or two and may even teach Sunday school. 

Yet if we were to peel away the paper, tape, and bows, we wouldn’t be able to locate the vibrant, 

abundant life of Jesus Christ within. And without Jesus, Christianity is just another religion 

among many. After all, He is the very essence of God who came to take away the sins of the 

world and reveal the Father to us in the flesh. He is God with us, Immanuel. 

Immanuel is the final name of God we’re going to consider in our study because Immanuel 

embodies and fulfills all the names we’ve looked at thus far. The record of Jesus’s birth includes 

these words: 

“She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said 

through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”) (Matthew 1:21-23). 

The essence of this passage and of the historical event it records isn’t merely the birth of a baby. 

The essence is that God became a baby. God was in the crib. We read about this in a prophecy 

found in Isaiah 9:6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.” 

Keep in mind that the child is born, but the Son is given. This is because the Son existed before 

the child was born. The virgin gave birth to a child, but the child existed even before the virgin 

became pregnant. Therefore the Son was given, not born. 

In the book of Hebrews, we’re aware of a conversation between God the Father and Christ the 

Son. In it, they talk about Christ coming to earth as a man to do the Father’s will. 

When Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifice and offering you did not desire, but 

a body you prepared for me; with burnt offering and sin offerings you were not pleased. 

Then I said, ‘Here I am—it is written about me in the scroll—I have come to do your 

will, my God’ ” (10:5-7). 
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Jesus came not only to do the Father’s will but also to represent God the Father so that we would 

know what it’s like to have God with us, as the name Immanuel proclaims. In Colossians 1:15, 

the apostle Paul writes that Jesus is “the image of the invisible God.” Hebrews 1:3 describes 

Jesus as “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being.” And the Gospel 

of John begins, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God…The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us…No one has ever seen God, but 

the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, He has 

made him known” (1:1,14,18). 

Jesus Christ is Immanuel, God with us. He is the very representation and likeness of God, sent to 

show us the beauty and majesty of the King. Jesus Christ didn’t make His debut on that first 

Christmas morning in Bethlehem. He existed before creation, “in the beginning.” In fact, 

“Through him all things were made” (John 1:3). Even when we look back to the book of 

Genesis, we read that God said, “Let us make mankind in our image” (Genesis 1:26), referencing 

the presence of Christ. The Word John is writing of when he opens his Gospel presentation is 

none other than Jesus Christ. We know this because verse 14 tells us, “The Word became flesh 

and made his dwelling among us.” Imagine the depth of that reality. The Word, who is God, 

came down to dwell among us. 

Jesus walked among us. He was flesh, bones, brawn, and blood, and yet He was perfectly divine. 

At one moment, He was hungry because He was fully human, and the next moment He 

miraculously fed 5000 because He was fully God. He could be thirsty because He was fully 

human, but He could walk on water because He was fully God. Because Jesus was fully human, 

He could grow in knowledge, but because He was fully God, He also knew what people were 

thinking. One moment Jesus agonized on a cross and died because He was fully human. Three 

days later, He rose from the grave because He was fully God. 

“God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him” (Colossians 1:19). Without Immanuel—

Jesus—we would have no chance of fully understanding God. “No one has ever seen God, but 

the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made 

him known” (John 1:18). 

How does God make Himself known? Through Immanuel, God with us. To understand and 

know Jesus is to understand and know God. 

Philip had been one of Jesus’s disciples for almost three years when he came up with an 

interesting request. “Show us the Father and that will be enough for us” (John 14:8). Jesus’s 

answer puts His purpose in perspective. “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been 

among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (verse 9). 

Jesus took everything there is to know about God and put it on display. He is the complete 

revelation of God Himself. That’s why you can’t go around Jesus and get to God. He is the only 

begotten Son. Buddha, Mohammed, Confucius…no mere prophet, teacher, or king can make that 

claim. “I am the way and the truth and the life,” Jesus says. “No one comes to the Father except 

through me” (John 14:6). 
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The Wonder of His Name 

As I mentioned earlier, when we choose names for our children, we sometimes base our 

selection on how that name sounds. The first name rolls off the tongue nicely when combined 

with the last name. In biblical times, however, parents cared less about the sound of a name and 

more about its meaning. A name was a revelation of the individual or thing itself. 

When the angel Gabriel visited Mary to foretell the birth of the Messiah, he instructed Mary to 

call the baby Jesus because that name meant He would save His people from their sins. Jesus is 

the New Testament equivalent of the Old Testament name Joshua, which means “salvation.” 

Yet Jesus has other names as well. They aren’t literal names you would use in conversation. 

Rather, they are descriptive names assigned to Him that give us insight into His character and 

mission. Look at Isaiah 9:6: “He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace.” Let’s consider each of these. 

Wonderful Counselor  

When someone comes to me for counseling, the quality of the advice they receive depends on 

the kind of day I’m having. People often come expecting a pearl of wisdom that will 

immediately solve their problems and instantly put their lives in order. Unfortunately, I’m only 

human. I can’t hit the bull’s-eye 100 percent of the time regardless of how hard I try. My 

personal resources and experiences are limited. 

That’s what makes Jesus the Wonderful Counselor. His perspective is infinite, His resources 

unlimited. His experience includes a lifetime on earth enduring the same trials and temptations 

we face. Who could be better qualified to offer us guidance and direction? 

Mighty God 

Jesus never fails. He is faithful. All the power of creation stands behind His promise to provide 

and to care for us. He has the power to raise a dead man from the grave. He also has the personal 

power to keep Himself from racing ahead of the Father’s perfect timing, just as He did when He 

refused to rush to the aid of Martha and Mary before Lazarus died. He has the might of control 

and wisdom coupled with the might of supernatural strength. 

Jesus can turn some crackers and sardines into a lunch for thousands of hungry people simply by 

believing and offering up a thank-you in faith. 

He has the might to calm the seas by simply uttering the word “peace.” The hands that formed 

the mountains, oceans, and skies are strong enough to defeat any enemy yet gentle enough to 

comfort any heart. Might is more than strength. Might is the ability to use strength strategically 

for the good of others. Jesus—Immanuel—embodies might in its most perfect form. 
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Everlasting Father 

Have you ever spent time pondering where God came from? Don’t even try. 

After you’ve gone back as far as you can imagine, you’re no closer to the origin of God than 

when you started. “Everlasting” means forever! There is no beginning. There is no end. The fact 

is that God never did arrive. He has always been here. 

That can be mind-numbing for us as finite, temporal human beings. That’s why many have 

concluded that it’s too hard to believe, so they settle on evolution instead. 

Yet evolutionists confuse me. They say they can’t believe in an eternal God. But they have no 

trouble believing that nothing plus nothing results in something. They readily conclude that way 

back when, one kind of substance accidently collided with another and resulted in an complex 

creation. All it takes to debunk that theory is a simple question: Who created the substance? 

Rather, God transcends time and also penetrates time and space to make Himself known to us 

through Jesus Christ. And He will do this forever. 

Prince of Peace 

Humanity desperately wants peace. Rulers sit around tables and negotiate for peace. They pay 

high prices and make substantial compromises for peace. If that fails, they go to war to get peace. 

The truth is, few of us even understand peace. Many of us wouldn’t recognize it if we saw it. 

This is because we’re so frequently unsettled within. James, Jesus’s half-brother, understood the 

nature of our discontentment. “What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come 

from your desires that battle within you? You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but 

you cannot get what you want, so you quarrel and fight” (James 4:1-2). 

In Jesus, we have an alternative to this lifelong struggle. The apostle Paul discovered this truth, 

enabling him to make this declaration: 

I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, 

and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and 

every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I do all 

this through him who gives me strength (Philippians 4:11-13). 

I think most of us believe that peace is the absence of conflict. Yet Jesus gives us so much more. 

He promises peace that exceeds our circumstances. It invades the inevitable conflicts that 

naturally arise in a sinful world. It makes perfect sense to be at peace when all is well. But Jesus, 

who is the Prince of Peace, promises us a peace that transcends understanding (Philippians 4:7). 
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The Fulfiller of Names 

Jesus not only has other names but also fulfills the names of God we’ve looked at in our time 

together. Let’s review these for a moment. 

 Elohim (the strong Creator God)—“In [Jesus] all things were created: things in heaven 

and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all 

things have been created through him and for him” (Colossians 1:16). 

 Jehovah (the relational God)—“I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as 

you have loved me” (John 17:23). 

 Adonai (the God who rules): “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I 

say?” (Luke 6:46). 

 Jehovah Jireh (the Lord our provider): “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 

never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty” (John 6:35). 

 Jehovah Tsaba (the Lord our warrior): “I saw heaven standing open and there before me 

was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and 

wages war” (Revelation 19:11). 

 Jehovah Shalom (the Lord is peace): “I have told you these things, so that in me you may 

have peace” (John 16:33). 

 Jehovah Rohi (the Lord my shepherd): “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and 

they follow me” (John 10:27). 

 Jehovah Nissi (the Lord my banner): “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! 

I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 Jehovah Rapha (the Lord who heals): “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their 

synagogues, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and 

sickness among the people” (Matthew 4:23). 

 El Elyon (the Most High God): “Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!’ ” 

(Revelation 5:13). 

 El Shaddai (Lord God Almighty): “ ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ says the Lord God, 

who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty’ ” (Revelation 1:8).  

From the beginning of the world to its end, Jesus is the visible manifestation of God’s character 

and names. There is no place you can look and not see Jesus. He is everywhere. He is everything. 

“He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). 

The most unique person in human history—God in the flesh—deserves the highest place on our 

priorities. He should be our everything. As the earth revolves around the sun, so should our lives 

revolve around Christ, the center of our existence.  

Knowing Him intimately and personally will radically change your life. Merely knowing about 

Him won’t do much good. For example, I know about the president. I can tell you his name. I 

can even tell you his address. I can tell you some information I’ve learned about him from the 

media. But that hardly qualifies me to say that I know him. 
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In order to truly know Jesus Christ, you must experience Him personally. Abide with Him. Hang 

out in His presence and feel His heartbeat. Discover what brings Him pleasure—what He wants 

to do with, in, and through you. 

When you give all of you to all of Him, He is there to return all of Him to all of you. The power 

that created the universe is the same power that can strengthen you to grow, change, and 

experience unspeakable satisfaction. 

Jesus has a plan for you. He has a purpose. He has a path. If you want to know your purpose, get 

to know the one who knows it best. The closer you get to Jesus, the closer you are to 

experiencing and fulfilling your destiny. 

Immanuel the Celebrity 

We live in a day of celebrities. They are all around us. We hold many people in high regard 

because of their ability to act, sing, compete athletically, and so on. Perhaps they’re wealthy, 

successful in business, or charitable. Whatever the case, we esteem these individuals for their 

status and significance. 

However, over time, we lose our interest in most celebrities. Their skill, talent, or notoriety 

declines and they are soon forgotten. 

Yet Jesus Christ will never lose His status. He never wrote a song, and yet there are more songs 

written about Him than any other person who has ever lived. 

He never wrote a book, and yet the book written about Him has outsold every other book. 

He never traveled more than 300 miles from the place of His birth, and yet people on every 

corner of this earth recognize His name. 

Your calendar is set by His entrance into human history as AD. In fact, His renown only 

increases with time even though He has been physically gone from earth for more than 2000 

years. 

Although Jesus is the greatest celebrity to ever live, He took the lowest form of humanity. He 

could have been born in a castle and portrayed Himself as a king, but then so many of us would 

not have been able to relate to Him. So He came as a baby who was born in a barn. Things were 

not so good for Him on earth—He was born to poor parents in the midst of a society filled with 

chaos. 

The good news of Jesus Christ is that regardless of how low you go, He knows where you have 

been because He came as a servant, humble and lowly. He came with a passion for His purpose, 

which was to bring salvation to humanity by taking on the sins of the entire world. “Being found 

in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even 

death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:8). The one who exhibited that passion deserves our praise. 
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Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

that every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (verses 9-

11). 

At His name, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord. All people have 

the opportunity now to bow voluntarily, or they can bow later mandatorily. But either way, they 

will bow because all of life is to be centered around the recognition and exaltation of Jesus 

Christ. 

Through His name, every person is able to receive the gift of eternal life. By faith in His name 

and in His death, burial, and resurrection, we are given the gift of salvation. 

The name Jesus in the Greek means “savior, salvation, or deliverer.” Of all the names of God, 

the name of Jesus opens the floodgates of His greatest power both for now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


