
1 
 

ADONAI THE GOD WHO RULES 

 

Poets, philosophers, preachers, and scholars throughout the ages have pondered and written  

about mankind’s place in the universe. Volumes have been filled with thoughts from brilliant 

minds that wrestled with the dignity God has given mankind and the realization that there is 

Something—Someone—greater still. 

“Invictus,” a poem by nineteenth-century English critic and editor William Ernest Henley, 

captures these thoughts in four concise stanzas.  

Out of the night that covers me,  

Black as the pit from pole to pole,  

I thank whatever gods may be  

For my unconquerable soul.  

 

In the fell clutch of circumstance  

I have not winced nor cried aloud.  

Under the bludgeonings of chance  

My head is bloody, but unbowed.  

 

Beyond this place of wrath and tears  

Looms but the Horror of the shade,  

And yet the menace of the years  

Finds and shall find me unafraid.  

 

It matters not how strait the gate,  

How charged with punishments the scroll,  

I am the master of my fate:  

I am the captain of my soul. 
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Fundamentally, this poem, which many of us were taught to recite in school, is one of self-

sufficiency, independence, and godlike sovereignty. Yet hidden in its lines is the revelation that a 

God-shaped hole is in all of us whether we know God as Lord and Savior or not. In the first 

stanza, the poet acknowledges that which is greater than him: “I thank whatever gods may be.” 

Yet he remains there only briefly, eventually returning to the worldview held by so many: “I am 

the master of my fate: I am the captain of my soul.” 

The poem is popular, and many have recited it, but the sentiments in “Invictus” are insults to the 

living God. This poem flies in the face of an all-knowing, all-powerful Lord and master. Though 

it acknowledges “whatever gods may be,” the fact remains that it does not acknowledge but 

rather contradicts the name we’re going to look at together in this lesson (Adonai). 

Lord and Master 

Like Elohim, Adonai is a plural word. Whenever it’s used of God, it occurs in the plural because 

God is a plural person. He’s only one God, but He’s made up of plurality—the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

The name Adonai is found more than 400 times in the Bible and is full of meaning. The name 

comes from the singular word Adon, which is translated “master” or “ruler.” It contains the 

concepts of dominion, rulership, and ownership. 

The cultural background to the word Adon is associated with masters who owned slaves. Yet it 

didn’t simply mean ownership but also conveyed a responsibility for the care and well-being of 

the servants. The master was to provide for, protect, guide, and maximize that which he owned. 

When God is referred to in Scripture with the plural Adonai, He is seen as owner. Psalm 97:5 

says that God is “the Lord [Adonai] of the whole earth.” He’s not only the Creator (Elohim) but 

also the owner (Adonai). God reveals this ownership in His Word: “Every beast of the forest is 

Mine, the cattle on a thousand hills” (Psalm 50:10). 
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The Biblical Concept of Ownership 

In the New Testament, the apostles often called themselves bond-servants or slaves of Jesus 

Christ. They used this language to let everyone know they were owned by Christ. This is a 

significant statement and not just a sentiment because ownership includes certain responsibilities 

and duties. 

In fact, much to the disappointment of many ladies, the Bible even applies the concept of 

ownership to a husband and a wife. In 1 Peter 3:6, we read that Sarah called Abraham “lord.” 

The Greek word translated “lord” in this passage is kyrios, which is the Greek equivalent to the 

Hebrew word Adon, the singular form of Adonai, a plural name of God. 

By Sarah calling Abraham her kyrios (“master” or “owner”), she acknowledged a level of 

ownership that Abraham had toward her. But more than that, she also acknowledged Abraham’s 

responsibility to her. 

Many women have a hard time with this concept. But I believe that an authentic understanding 

of the full weight of the term actually can lead to a greater feeling of freedom for women in the 

marital relationship. 

When the man is in his rightly place as the head of his household. When a man is leading 

according to the will of God, I think that it is easier for a woman to accept this God design 

concept. When things are operating the way that they should, most women are comfortable 

submitting to their husband, not because they are incapable, but because it places the 

responsibility in the hands of the husband. If there’s a problem, she can throw it to him. If there 

is an issue, she gets to toss it to him. She can relax knowing he’s got it.” 

In other words, she can rest in knowing that her husband would fulfill his role as husband by 

being responsible for their family. For this reason, a wife doesn’t mind checking with him on 

final decisions because then he also would be there to handle things should those decisions lead 

to difficult situations later on. 

Ownership has more to do with responsibility than with mere dominion. Husbands can’t just 

walk around saying, “I am the lord [head] in this home, like Abraham.” As a husband, you have 
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to be the lord (or head). You have to be responsible. Husbands need to own their role as the head 

and not just use the term. You have to take care of, provide for, guide, and protect your wife. 

Unfortunately, today too many men expect the term adon to be given to them without the 

accompanying responsibility. 

God, in His role of Adonai, fulfills all the responsibilities of ownership. He provides, protects, 

guards, leads, cares for…and much more. 

Abram’s Aged Body 

The first usage of the name Adonai in the Bible occurs in the book of Genesis. 

After these things the word of the LORD [Jehovah] came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not 

fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.” Abram said, “O Lord GOD 

[Adonai Jehovah], what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” (15:1-2). 

God had promised Abram that He was going to make him a great nation and that He would give 

him an heir—a child—even in his old age. Interestingly, God had made that promise to Abram as 

Yahweh (Jehovah), the self-revealing God. 

This is similar to going to church or listening to someone teach about the Bible. You hear the 

Word of God—what God said. When you come to understand God and His plans based on His 

Word, you are encountering Jehovah, the one who reveals Himself to you. 

Then, like Abram, you will often make a decision or perform an action based on what God has 

revealed. Abram had responded to God by moving his family to the Promised Land. In fact, he 

had been there for a decade by the time we catch up with him in Genesis 15. 

A ten-year gap separates Genesis 12 and Genesis 15. God had made His promise, and yet there 

was still no baby. This understandably causes Abram to wonder what’s going on. Abram 

remembers what God said, and yet he sees that nothing has been done. So, he approaches God 

again to try to find out why the gap is there and when the promise will be fulfilled. 
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Notice the different ways the word “Lord” appears in the first two verses of Genesis 15. In the 

first verse, it’s written in all caps as LORD, meaning Yahweh (Jehovah). Yet in verse 2, only the 

“L” is capitalized because the Hebrew word is Adonai. Abram had heard what God had said 

when He revealed Himself and His plan, but Abram had not yet seen the fulfillment of God’s 

promise, so he appealed to God’s character as owner. 

Has this ever happened to you? You heard God’s Word, and you believed that God revealed 

something to you, but you didn’t see it come to pass. In fact, perhaps a long time passed since 

you believed that God had revealed His will to you, but still nothing happened. 

After a decade went by, Abram wasted no time in appealing to God as absolute ruler and owner. 

Then the Lord (Jehovah) reveals even more to Abram. 

“This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be 

your heir.” And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the 

stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be” 

(Genesis 15:4-5). 

Abram believed the Lord, and that was counted to him as righteousness. Then Abram appealed 

to God once again as master and ruler when he asked, “O Lord GOD [Adonai Jehovah], how 

may I know that I will possess it?” (verse 8). 

Studying which name God uses when He reveals Himself to Abram and which name Abram uses 

when he responds gives us a greater glimpse into the multifaceted nature of God. Abram was in a 

hopeless situation. At close to age 100, he was old and cold. Super Viagra couldn’t have helped 

him at that point. Helping his wife to conceive a child seemed like a real impossibility. 

It would have been much easier had God brought about Isaac’s conception some ten years earlier 

when He had made the promise to Abram, but now things looked bleak. Yet God will often delay 

carrying out His promises until He sees a heart of surrender and submission. In fact, submission 

to God as absolute ruler and master—submission to Him as Adonai—can affect the timing of His 

promises in your life. In addition, we can see in Genesis 15 that submission also affects our 

communication with God and enhances our intimacy with Him. 
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Skipping forward a few verses to 15:18, we read about this intimacy. “On that day the LORD 

made a covenant with Abram.” Keep in mind that a covenant is a relational act tied to intimate 

(chesed, “covenantal”) love. 

Abram’s submission to God as master, ruler, and owner throughout the entire conversation 

recorded in Genesis 15 opened the path for him to hear more, for God to give more, and for the 

covenant to be reestablished on that day. 

The best way I know to illustrate this in our contemporary language is with the phrase “Yes, sir” 

or “Yes, ma’am.” Of course, these words don’t always carry much weight, particularly if they 

are simply a cultural gesture tied to upbringing. Yet when they are spoken with the fullest 

amount of respect and meaning that can be attached to them, they can open up the door to greater 

communication, greater revelation, quicker timing, and deeper intimacy in any situation. 

What these words denote, quite simply, is the surrender of submission. Submission is a powerful 

tool in our relationships with the all-powerful Adonai God. Unfortunately, too many Christians 

today have settled for Jehovah without experiencing the full power of Adonai. To experience all 

that God can do for you as ruler, master, and owner over your life, you have to knowingly and 

willingly surrender to Him. That means He gets to call the shots. He gets to have the final say in 

your decisions. You consider His perspective as you make your choices and decide how to use 

your time. 

Many people want God to do what His Word says He can do, but they don’t give Him the right 

to own them. God isn’t going to disclose more of Himself as Jehovah (revealing Himself and His 

ways to you) if you’re unwilling to confess more of Him as Adonai. If you’re unwilling to 

surrender ownership over your time, thoughts, talents, and treasures to Him, the information flow 

stops. It becomes more like a drip rather than a full force of Him fulfilling His Word in your life. 

One of our problems in the body of Christ is that we have too many Christians who want God to 

get them to heaven but who don’t want God to own them on earth. Yet unless you confess God 

as Adonai, your experience of His self-revelation as Jehovah will be limited. You may hear His 

Word and even say, “God’s promises are true and amen,” yet the fulfillment of those promises in 

your life are often tied to your surrender to Him as Adonai. 
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God must have the right to own you if He is going to take the responsibility to do something with 

you. No owner on earth would invest in something that he can’t legitimately access or claim 

ownership to, and God usually won’t either. 

When Abram surrendered to God as Adonai, he received the promise of a child, further 

revelation, and an intimate covenant. In fact, he eventually received a new name—Abraham, the 

“father of nations.” 

Moses’s Mumbling Mouth 

We’ve just taken a look at the way Abraham’s surrender to God as Adonai affected the timing of 

God’s covenant with him, God’s communication with him, and even God’s intimacy with him. 

Another example of this occurs in Moses’s life. As we saw in Exodus 3, Moses had become a bit 

unsettled and unsure of himself after being a shepherd in the wilderness for four decades. When 

God shows up in the midst of a burning bush, giving Moses the commission of a lifetime, Moses 

balks. 

Then Moses said to the LORD [Jehovah], “Please, Lord [Adonai], I have never been eloquent, 

neither recently nor in time past, nor since You have spoken to Your servant; for I am slow of 

speech and slow of tongue.” The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who 

makes him mute or deaf, or seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD [Jehovah]? Now then go, and 

I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say.” But he said, “Please, 

Lord [Adonai], now send the message by whomever You will” (Exodus 4:10-13). 

Moses starts by telling God that the one thing God has asked him to do, he simply cannot do. 

Moses doesn’t feel qualified to speak on behalf of God to Pharaoh. He believes to do so would 

require a certain level of articulation, a college degree, notoriety…anything to establish his 

credibility. He’s convinced he doesn’t possess the raw material or the natural gifting to do what 

God says. He doubts God’s calling on his life. 

However, Moses recognizes that despite his insecurities, God is in charge. God owns him. Moses 

addresses God as Adonai, respectfully communicating his nervousness. By doing so, Moses 
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confesses that God runs this show. Moses may not see how this plan is possible, but he knows 

enough to know that God is Adonai, and so he speaks to Him as the one who is in charge. 

To which God replies that He is the maker of mouths, tongues, and all that is necessary to carry 

out His plan on earth. Basically, God let Moses know that even when people aren’t able to fulfill 

the calling on their lives, if they will recognize Him as Adonai, He can make them fully capable. 

God doesn’t always call the equipped, but He always equips the called. 

I can write confidently about this not only because of Scripture but also because I’ve experienced 

it in my own life. There were times in my life where I struggled with expressing myself. I was 

afraid of how people would perceive me; what people would think about me. 

Yet that’s exactly how God often works. When we surrender to Him as Lord and owner over our 

lives, He takes the raw materials of our human existence and sprinkles His power on us, saturates 

His grace over us, and infuses His Spirit into us. He makes it work despite how feeble our own 

abilities may be. 

That’s why it’s important never to let what other people say to you or about you limit what you 

do for God and His kingdom. When God is your Adonai, when you submit yourself to Him, 

giving Him full control to guide and direct you according to His will, He can use you in ways 

that will surprise those who knew you back when. God can give you supernatural ability to do 

what you can’t do naturally. He did it for Abraham. He did it for Moses. He did it for me. He’s 

done it for many, and Adonai can do it for you. 

There is nothing quite like experiencing God Himself doing something through you that you 

don’t have the background, gifting, or education to do yourself. Perhaps you don’t have any 

credentials, but I encourage you to know enough, like Moses, to call out and submit to Adonai. I 

encourage you to recognize Him as your master, ruler, and owner. 

You haven’t even begun to see what God can do if He becomes not only your Elohim, the God 

of creation who made the heavens and the earth, but also your Adonai, the master, ruler, and 

owner of your life. Unfortunately, many people are content with just the God of creation. In fact, 
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they’re content with many of the names of God, but they push back the most against this one—

Adonai. 

In the New Testament, we often refer to this as the lordship of Jesus Christ. When God is your 

Adonai, when Jesus is your Lord, His Word has the final say. That is true surrender. Your 

response to Him is, “Yes, Sir, God. Whatever You say, Lord. I trust You, Sir. I’ll follow Your 

will.” 

If you want to see God freely unleash His power in and through your life, never use “no” and 

“God” in the same sentence. Moses, a humble shepherd in the backwoods of Midian, confessed 

God as Adonai, and God empowered him to lead an entire nation from slavery to freedom. Just 

think what Adonai can do in your life. 

Gideon’s Paltry Pedigree 

You may feel as if you don’t have the qualifications to do the things God has called you to do—

and maybe you don’t. But remember that God can make you qualified. We’ve seen what God did 

with Abraham and with Moses, and God did the same thing with a man named Gideon. When 

Gideon recognized God as Adonai, his own story changed as well. 

We catch up with Gideon at a time when his people, the Israelites, were being pounded by the 

Midianites. Judges 6:2 tells us, “The power of Midian prevailed against Israel.” God allowed 

the Midianites, a pagan people, to oppress the Israelites because the Israelites had begun toying 

with false gods and worshipping idols. 

The Israelites cried out to God (Jehovah) for relief and deliverance (verses 6-7). They had gotten 

tired of being oppressed by the Midianites and began to ask God to do something about it. 

Maybe everything in your life has seemed to come against you and beat you down, and yet you 

haven’t seen God intervene. So, you call out to Him to bring hope into a hopeless situation. This 

is exactly what the Israelites did. 
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When they did, the angel of the Lord came to Gideon and said that the Lord (Jehovah) was with 

him and that Gideon was a “valiant warrior” (verse 12). Yet Gideon felt like anything but a 

valiant warrior. 

“O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His 

miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ 

But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” The LORD looked 

at him and said, “Go in this your strength and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not 

sent you?” (verses 13-14). 

Having received his commission, Gideon then wonders aloud how this can be possible. After all, 

he doesn’t come from a strong military family. Neither is he the oldest in his line of siblings. 

Still, recognizing God’s rule and authority, Gideon pours his hesitancy into the cup of surrender: 

“O Lord [Adonai], how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, my family is the least in Manasseh, and I 

am the youngest in my father’s house” (verse 15). In other words, “Sir, I don’t qualify. I don’t 

have the right pedigree or credentials to do what You just said.” 

Yet when Gideon recognized God as master and ruler, his qualifications didn’t matter. God, his 

owner and the one who called him, said, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat Midian 

as one man” (verse 16). 

Gideon goes on to defeat the Midianites in God’s name and with His power. I love Gideon’s 

story because it is such a graphic illustration of God’s ability to use any of us despite our 

background or which side of the tracks we come from. 

When you or I surrender before our owner, the all-powerful Adonai, and lay our insecurities, 

doubts, and hesitations before Him, we will be amazed time and again as God shows up in the 

most unlikely places and uses the most unlikely people—you and me. 

When God is your Adonai, you’ll see Him overcome the Midianites in your life. You will watch 

Him overrule the people who hold you down and keep you from maximizing His call on your 

life and your spiritual potential. 
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The Midianites in this story represent various strongholds that keep people oppressed, addicted, 

or defeated. These include chemical addictions, negative influences, poor self-esteem, and 

people trying to prevent you from living out your destiny. But God makes it clear that when He 

is your Adonai, you will see Him work things out as your Jehovah. He will reveal His surprising 

paths and plans to you—strategies you would have never thought of on your own. 

No Plan B 

He did this with Gideon. In Judges 7, we find Gideon and more than 30,000 Israelite soldiers 

about to face the Midianites. God knew that Gideon saw Him as Lord and ruler—as Adonai—

and would obey and surrender to His will, so God revealed to Gideon a plan that reduced the 

army of 30,000 down to just 300 men. Three hundred men plus Adonai is worth more than an 

army of thousands. 

Gideon and his 300 men defeated the Midianites because they recognized God as ruler and 

master. They didn’t argue. They didn’t come up with plan B. They didn’t try to rationalize and 

keep some men hiding in the wings. Gideon knew that to win this battle and to defeat this enemy, 

he would have to do it God’s way. He would have to recognize and surrender to God as Adonai. 

Sometimes that’s hard to do. It’s difficult to see God as ruler and master when so many others 

are competing for that place. Ourselves, our own thoughts, other people in our lives…many 

things and other voices try to dictate our decisions. We must not let them. 

We see this illustrated in Isaiah’s life as well. “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord 

(Adonai) sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple.” 

(Isaiah 6:1). Notice when Isaiah saw God as Adonai—the year his human king, Uzziah, died. 

Why is this important? Because human kings often appear to be the keys to our victory. 

When we look to others for advice or to make decisions, they hold a lot of influence over us. Yet 

when Isaiah’s human king died, he was enabled to see who really owned and ruled over 

everything. King Uzziah couldn’t make any more decisions for the nation Isaiah cared so deeply 

about, but Adonai was still seated on the throne and still running the show. 
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Sometimes we can’t see Adonai until He allows something to die in our circumstances. He 

allows that thing, person, or idea that we depend on to lose its influence on us. This may not 

include a physical death, but something happens where we can no longer depend on that which 

we once did. He might let a job go away, or our finances suffer, or a person to be removed from 

our lives whom we thought we could never live without. 

Whatever it is, God often allows this so that we can truly discover He is in charge and 

dependable—that He is the owner of all. 

Acknowledgment Versus Surrender 

Scripture tells us that each of us came into this world with nothing and that we’re going to leave 

this world with nothing. Everything we have here on earth is on loan. We’re merely borrowers of 

God’s resources. That being said, God expects us to recognize Him as Adonai. Too many people 

want to use God’s name and what He has made without acknowledging His ownership over all 

He has made, including them. 

In fact, the Bible tells us that if you’re a believer and follower of Jesus Christ, even your body 

belongs to Him. “You are not your own…you have been bought with a price” (1 Corinthians 

6:19-20). God has a right to all of you—your spirit, soul, and body. 

Unless God truly owns all of you, you won’t be able to experience all of Him. Sure, you may 

hear a lot about Him in His Word, but your experience of Him is tied to your recognition that 

God is Adonai. 

Surrendering to God as Adonai is the password for the unveiling of Jehovah in your life. 

“Surrender” is the password that allows God to express, reveal, and manifest Himself in your 

life. 

Jesus framed it this way: “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” (Luke 

6:46). Acknowledging God and surrendering to Him as Adonai are two totally different things. 

Adonai comes with obedience. Adonai comes with sacrifice. Adonai comes with a heart that 

follows what God says and recognizes Him as the owner who calls the shots. 
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Running your life independently of God is like calling Him “Lord, Lord” but not doing what He 

says. The problem is, when you run your life, finances, and decisions independently of God, God 

can’t fulfill His full responsibility over you. He won’t force Himself on you. He lets you call the 

shots and live with the consequences. 

Until we address the lordship (Adonai) issue in our lives, God’s revelation to us and His use of 

us will be limited. You won’t see Him take you to a deeper level because the only people He 

takes there are those who yield to Him as their owner. 

God can do more with fewer people whom He owns than with many who merely recognize Him 

as Creator. As Gideon discovered, 300 plus Adonai is worth far more than 30,000 without Him. 

You plus Adonai is far greater than 100 of you without His ownership. Surrendering to God as 

Adonai means submitting your will to His will, your way to His way, and yourself to His self. 

Compare this to a cowboy breaking a wild stallion. When the cowboy first tries to ride the 

stallion, the stallion makes it clear he doesn’t want anyone on its back. So, the cowboy sets out to 

break the horse, to bring the horse underneath his submission. Time and time again, the stallion 

bucks the cowboy off to let him know it doesn’t want anyone on its back. Yet the cowboy keeps 

climbing back on until the horse finally discovers who is in charge. Eventually, the wild stallion 

becomes tame—and useful. 

Many of us don’t experience the destiny God has for us because every time God tries to direct 

and guide us, we try to buck Him off. We kick our legs and tell Him, “I own my own life. I own 

my own destiny. I want to do my own thing.” 

We may not use those words, but that’s our unspoken attitude. Yet God isn’t confused about who 

owns us. He keeps riding and riding until we eventually become broken enough to look up to 

Him and say, “Yes, Sir, Adonai, name the way.” What’s more, when we do this, we get to 

experience a deeper intimacy with our Savior than ever before, and we get to discover His plan 

and His purpose for our lives. 
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Jesus as Lord 

God has appointed a substitute—Jesus Christ, who has been elevated above all—to rule over 

history as Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36), as Adonai (Hebrew) and Kyrios (Greek). Believing in 

God isn’t enough to access the authority that comes through the lordship of Jesus Christ. Calling 

on God’s name isn’t enough either. Rather, your relationship with Jesus Christ determines what 

happens in history because He has been placed above all rule and authority, and by virtue of who 

He is, He demands ownership of your life. Jesus is seated at the right hand of God (Colossians 

3:1), and you—as His follower—are seated with Him (Ephesians 2:6). 

In the book of Romans, Paul writes about proclaiming Christ as Lord. These two verses have 

confused a lot of people over the years. 

If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him 

from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, 

and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation (Romans 10:9-10) 

Paul seems to give us two prerequisites for salvation—confessing with our mouths and believing 

in our hearts. This creates a theological issue. In every other New Testament passage that speaks 

of salvation, the only prerequisite is faith (John 3:16; 5:24; Acts 16:31; Romans 4:4-5). Are these 

Scriptures contradictory, or does Romans 10:9-10 refer to something else? 

The answer is found in the context of Romans 10:9-10. By looking at Paul’s audience and the 

setting in which he made his statement, we see clearly that he’s not instructing sinners on how to 

become saints. His readers are already believers. Rather, he’s instructing saints on how to be 

delivered (saved). You must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ to go to heaven, but you must 

confess the Lord Jesus Christ to get heaven down to you on earth. 

When you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior (that is, when you believe), His 

righteousness immediately becomes your righteousness. You are saved for eternity. Yet when 

you make a public confession of Jesus Christ as your Lord, you receive His deliverance in the 

here and now, in history. The word “saved” in this context means to be rescued or delivered. 
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A lot of people who are going to heaven aren’t seeing heaven join them in history because they 

have believed but have not confessed. They have declared in their own hearts whom they are 

trusting for their salvation. They have placed their faith in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

their sins. But they haven’t made an ongoing public confession or declaration (through word or 

deed) of Him as their Lord. 

Throughout the New Testament, the disciples and the apostles regularly refer to themselves as 

slaves. The book of Romans opens with these words: “Paul, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ…” 

“Bond-servant” is a translation of the Greek word doulos, which literally means “slave.” A slave 

is someone who has a master, or a lord. Believing in Jesus as your Savior takes you to heaven, 

but declaring and living for Him as your master and Lord brings heaven to you. When you 

acknowledge your rightful place underneath Jesus as His doulos, or slave, you get His delivering 

power on earth. 

If you need to see more of God’s rescue and deliverance in your life, perhaps you have 

positioned Jesus as your Savior but not as your Lord. You are not His slave. Keep in mind that 

the job of a slave is to do whatever the master says to do. It’s as straightforward as that. 

Unfortunately, today Jesus has to compete with too many other masters in most of our lives. But 

Jesus isn’t willing to be one among many. He isn’t willing to be part of your association or club. 

Neither is He willing to be relegated to the level of a personal assistant. “Jesus as Lord” means 

He is your supreme ruler and master. He calls the shots, and you acknowledge Him in everything 

you do. The problem is that too many people want a Savior but don’t want a Lord. 

The word “confess” means to openly and publicly affirm and declare where you stand on an 

issue. Aligning yourself underneath Jesus Christ, the Adonai and Kyrios, includes publicly 

declaring and demonstrating your commitment to Him. 

Jesus declares that your willingness to confess Him becomes the marker of your seriousness 

about Him. It’s much more than simply believing in God. In fact, Satan believes in God. 

Aligning yourself underneath the lordship of Christ—putting Him in first place in your life—

involves displaying your association with Him in your words and actions 
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The less you are a slave to Jesus Christ, the more bound you become to illegitimate strongholds. 

It’s actually through your surrender to Him that He gives you lasting freedom. 

There’s nothing to fear in surrendering to God as your owner. Imagine Bill Gates saying to you, 

“If you let me own your finances, I’ll take care of you financially.” Would you feel afraid? It’s 

doubtful anyone would argue with that proposition. 

After all, Bill Gates is a master at financial stewardship and prosperity. He could afford anything 

you wanted. Your knowledge of him would lead you to trust him to own that area of your life. 

Similarly, knowledge of God—through His names and His character—gives you the freedom to 

fully surrender to His care as your owner. He’s got you covered. He possesses all you need. He 

has your best interest at heart. He just wants you to confess Him as Adonai, as master and Lord. 

Now, keep in mind you can’t just say, “Lord, Lord, Lord, Lord” as if it were a magic word. 

Confessing Adonai in your life requires actions that verify His ownership everywhere He leads 

and directs you. 

God gave an instruction to each person we have considered in this lesson. Each one had to do 

something to demonstrate his trust in God and his surrender to Him as Adonai. 

None of those things were all that comfortable either. Abraham wasn’t comfortable trusting God 

for a son at age 100. Moses wasn’t comfortable confronting Pharaoh. Gideon certainly wasn’t 

comfortable sending nearly all his soldiers away as he marched into battle. Yet despite their 

discomfort, they did what God said because they not only called Him Adonai but also 

surrendered to Him and to His will. 

When you don’t surrender to Adonai, you surrender to chaos. That’s why so many problems 

appear in life. We seek our own way and our own will. Yet when we surrender to Adonai, we 

surrender to the fulfillment of our destiny. So, throw up the white flag of surrender to the 

lordship of Jesus Christ, and you can begin to enjoy being owned by Him. 

 


