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JEHOVAH  

THE RELATIONAL GOD 

One day a little boy in school was drawing a picture. When the teacher asked, “What’s that 

you’re drawing?” the boy answered without a moment’s hesitation, “I’m drawing a picture of 

God.” “A picture of God?” she said. “You can’t draw a picture of God. No one knows what God 

looks like.” 

 

To which the little boy replied, “Well, they will when I’m done.” People have their own views of 

what God looks like. If I were to hand each of you a sheet of paper and ask for a picture of God, 

I am sure I would receive a wide variety of responses. What we perceive God to be and how we 

perceive Him to look are as diverse as we are from each other. With that being said, none of us 

would be able to accurately depict who God truly is. 

 

God never allowed His people to draw or build an image of Him. Nothing created on earth could 

ever come close to adequately reflecting the entirety of His being. Have you ever had your photo 

taken in one of those tiny booths at the mall? You squeeze in with a friend and pull the curtain 

closed. As you sit and look toward the camera, the lens snaps your picture, and a few minutes 

later, a row of photos comes out of the machine. Most of the time, these photographs are very 

poor renditions of the real you. They don’t accurately reflect how you really look or who you 

really are. Similarly, any image of God we try to conjure up will be a poor rendition. 

 

Our finite minds cannot conceive of the infinite God. All we are able to comprehend about God 

is based on what He has revealed to us. A study of God’s names is a great way to begin to realize 

who God is. As we study each name and develop our understanding of what it reveals, we’ll 

begin to put pieces together that help us to understand who God is and what He looks like. 

 

Earlier, we explored the name Elohim—the all-powerful Creator. Genesis 1:1–2:3 uses the word 

Elohim to speak of God’s creative genius and awesome power. It’s used to show us His 

multidimensional, multi-present capacity. As we progress through Scripture, we soon come in 

contact with a name of God with which most of us are familiar. It’s also the name most 
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frequently used throughout the Old Testament (6519 times). In our contemporary mindset, it’s 

God’s most famous name. This name is Jehovah. 

 

Keep in mind that the word “god” can be somewhat vague. A number of religions use the word 

“god.” But in the Word of God, the one true God reveals Himself (His character, His uniqueness, 

and His identity) through His names. 

 

Balking at the Bush 

To best understand the meaning of the name Jehovah, we need to take a look at the life of Moses. 

In Exodus 3, we find Moses struggling with his purpose. Through a series of events, the man with 

the promise of a great future has now become a very insecure person. He has blown his privileged 

upbringing by committing a murder. In his mind, he had been defending his blood relatives (the 

Hebrews) from the people who raised him (the Egyptians). The Hebrews didn’t identify Moses as 

one of their own, so when he killed an Egyptian who had been attacking a Hebrew, they simply 

saw it for what it seemed—a violent act of an angry man. 

 

Moses was rejected from both people groups after this act of bloodshed and feared for his own 

life, so he fled to the desert and became a shepherd. Forty years of herding sheep in the land of 

Midian had reduced the once-confident leader to nothing much in his own eyes. 

 

So when God shows up in the midst of a burning bush, revealing Himself to Moses and giving 

him a vision of his destiny to lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt, Moses balks. After all, 

that’s a very intimidating request. In fact, Moses had been doing exactly the opposite of God’s 

request for the past four decades. He had been running away from Pharaoh, not running to 

Pharaoh. He had been fleeing from Egypt, not racing to Egypt. Yet a spiritual principle 

applicable to all of us shows up here in Moses’s life. See, God didn’t set Moses free from the 

anger of the Egyptians simply so Moses could be free. God never delivers someone from 

something just for that person’s own sake. 

 

God’s greatest purpose is always His own glory. God’s purposes on earth are for the 

advancement of His kingdom and His glory. God provided a way for Moses to escape his 
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punishment in Egypt so that Moses could eventually lead an entire race of people out of Egypt to 

worship God (Exodus 8:1 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This is 

what the Lord says: Let my people go, so that they may worship me. NIV). God never delivers us 

so that we might forget Him. God always reveals Himself and delivers us so that we might 

worship and completely know Him. 

 

But Moses balked at the bush, and so we are introduced to the name of God that we’re looking at 

today (Jehovah). Moses, fearful and afraid at God’s grand request, counters to God with a 

question of his own. Tony Evans translated it this way, Moses says, “Okay, God, so You want 

me to go down and tell Pharaoh that he’s supposed to let Your people go. I get that, sure. But 

when I do, people are going to start asking me a lot of questions, like ‘Who died and made you 

boss?’” 

 

Moses was concerned about what Pharaoh and the Egyptians would think and do, and he was 

also concerned about how the Hebrew people would respond. As we read in Exodus 3:13 (NIV), 

Moses came out straight with his concern. “Moses said to God, ‘Suppose I go to the Israelites 

and say to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,” and they ask me, “What is his 

name?” Then what shall I tell them?’ ” 

 

God’s reply is short. God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 

Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The 

LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—

has sent me to you.’ This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to 

generation”. 

 

This name is especially important—and not just because of the number of times, it is used. 

Jehovah (“I Am Who I Am”) is important because God Himself is telling Moses—and really His 

chosen people of Israel—that this is who He is. In fact, this name is so sacred in Jewish culture 

that the Jews don’t even speak it for fear of breaking the prohibition against taking the Lord’s 

name in vain. Therefore, in time, we lost touch with the correct pronunciation. Even when the 
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scribes who copied the Bible came upon this sacred name of God, they silently read over what 

they had just copied without pronouncing His name. 

 

Initially, this rendering of God’s name was Yahweh. When it was translated into English, it 

became the name which most of us today know it as—Jehovah. So when you hear the name 

Jehovah, keep in mind that this is the Hebrew name Yahweh, which comes from the God-given 

name YHWH, meaning “I am the existing one.” And on another note, when you come across 

LORD or GOD written in all caps, you can know that it’s a translation of the Hebrew word 

YHWH (Yahweh, or Jehovah). 

 

God has so many names, each reflecting specific character qualities and attributes; it is important 

to know just how He is revealing Himself in the particular passage you are reading. We can’t 

comprehend Him in His entirety, but we can learn more through a greater knowledge and insight 

into which name God is using to reveal Himself. 

 

“I Am Who I Am” 

If Elohim is God’s creative and powerful name, Jehovah is God’s personal name. It’s the self-

revealing name God gave when Moses asked, “What is [Your] name?” When we studied the 

name Elohim, we studied the God who is the Creator, and we can talk about His power, 

presence, and prowess. When we talk about Jehovah, we’re talking about His person, His 

character. 

 

Elohim is the side of God who created the heavens and the earth. Jehovah is the side of God who 

relates to His creation personally. A person can believe in Elohim without knowing Jehovah. In 

fact, plenty of people believe in God (Elohim) but do not know the God in whom they believe 

(Jehovah). Jehovah is the God who personally reveals Himself to us, often through the trials and 

struggles we face. 

 

One of the first characteristics we discover about Jehovah is that He is a person. He is the I Am. 

This is important because it lets us know we don’t live in an impersonal universe as the 
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evolutionists would have us believe. God isn’t a force who just moves about. He is a living and 

very personal God who has emotions, intellect, and will. 

 

However because He is also “I Am Who I Am,” He is also a self-existing being. He doesn’t just 

exist, but rather exists in Himself. In other words, nothing outside of Him contributed or 

contributes to His existence. All of us exist because we were created. We were preceded by a 

mother and a father. We are because they were. You are because they were. I am because they 

were. I am not because I am, and you are not because you are. If there was no them, there would 

be no you. 

 

Our existence depends not only on our parents but is also dependent upon other external things 

that allow us to live, breathe, and function. Each of us is alive right now because oxygen 

continually contributes to our existence. Take away the oxygen, and none of us would survive. 

We can exist because things are being provided for us, things we all need for eating, drinking, 

and breathing—the things we need to live. 

 

But when God formally introduced Himself to His people and to humanity, He told Moses in 

essence, “Tell them that the one who sent you doesn’t have to go outside of Himself to be 

Himself, for He is complete in Himself. I Am Who I Am.” In other words, God is the only truly 

independent being in the universe because He is the only being who is self-generating. 

 

Let’s take for instance the sun. Neither you nor I have to fire it up, reheat it, or refuel it. We 

don’t have to strike a match to get it started. This is because in its very construction, God 

maintains it. God has given us a small glimpse into what self-generation looks like through His 

creation. The example is not entirely accurate, of course, because the sun could not have created 

itself and will not last forever. 

 

Jehovah’s self-existence includes His self-sufficiency, which reminds us that He is the great, 

eternal one. Since He is self-generating, He perpetuates Himself throughout all eternity. You and 

I aren’t eternal on earth because we are dependent. But Jehovah is independent, so He needs only 

Himself to exist in the dimension where He lives. He is everlasting. 
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His is also immutable—He never changes. We are forever changing. We’re getting older, our 

hair is graying, we’re getting wrinkles, and our skin is sagging. Our memories aren’t always 

what they used to be. But God doesn’t go through that process. He is who He was, and He is also 

who He will be because the great I Am never steps out of the present tense. In other words, He is 

always now. 

 

God can never become irrelevant because He is always current. A billion years from now, God 

will still be just as relevant as He was on day one because all creation depends on Him. You 

can’t get much more relevant than that. I know this concept is challenging to comprehend simply 

because our linear, finite minds only understand what it means to go from one year to the next 

and then to the next. We go from here to there, yet God can go from here to there and back again 

all at the same time. He exists as the great I Am Who I Am. 

 

Another aspect of God’s self-revelation is that He is not necessarily who we want Him to be. He 

is who He is, not who you or I want Him to be or choose to define Him as. So if you are going to 

know who God is, you will have to let Him define Himself simply because He is not “I am who 

you say I am.” He is Jehovah, Yahweh, the Lord—I Am Who I Am. 

 

The Changing Changelessness of God 

One of the more challenging concepts that students of the Bible sometimes run into is the 

seemingly contradictory nature of a changing, changeless God. As I mentioned earlier, God is 

immutable. He does not change. We read in Malachi, “For I, the LORD, do not change” (3:6). 

And in Hebrews, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever” (13:8). So the 

question arises, if God doesn’t change, how can He change His mind, as He did with Moses and 

the Israelites (Exodus 32:14 And the Lord repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his 

people.) or Jonah and Nineveh (Jonah 3:10 And God saw their works, that they turned from their 

evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it 

not. )? 
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The best way I know how to explain what happens when the changeless God seems to change 

His mind is to look at the verse in James 1:17 that reads, “Every good and perfect gift is from 

above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting 

shadows.” As we see in this verse, and as we know through the revelation of Scripture, God is 

the Creator of the lights above—the Creator of the stars and the sun. The star in our solar system 

is the sun, which gets its source from the Father of lights. The sun stays hot—it never needs to be 

heated back up. Over these thousands of years, it has never dimmed. Yet despite its 

changelessness, a shifting shadow is associated with the sun. We call it nighttime. When 

nighttime occurs, darkness covers half of the earth. As the other half of the earth experiences the 

light of the sun, the half that is turned away from the sun experiences the shadow of night. 

 

As James wrote, there is no shifting shadow with the Father of lights. Yet you and I deal with 

shadows in our lives every day. We experience darkness even though the sun hasn’t changed 

because as the earth turns away from the sun, we enter into a shadow. The sun is consistent, 

constant, and regular, but the shadow comes because we move away. 

 

Jehovah is the great immutable God. He is who He is, and He continues to be who He is all 

through eternity. Yet we sometimes experience what we consider to be a change in His mind 

because as we turn, our distance from God casts spiritual shadows. He hasn’t changed; our 

experience of Him has just adjusted to our turn. The Bible tells us that God repented of 

destroying Nineveh because the people stopped turning away from Him and turned back to Him. 

He also repented of destroying the Israelites because Moses turned toward Him, appealing to the 

intimacy of their connection and voicing a plea based on God’s own character on behalf of the 

people he was shepherding. When we adjust to or highlight God’s character and God’s way, light 

comes where there once was darkness simply because we are turning toward Him. 

 

When God Doesn’t Make Sense? 

God will often allow us to be in a situation with no possible solution. This is so we can discover 

that He is our solution. He lets us hit rock bottom in order for us to learn that He is the Rock at 

the bottom. He’ll put us between a rock and hard place—a situation that seems confusing, 
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contradictory, and chaotic. And He will often do this when He’s getting ready to reveal 

something new about Himself to us, just as He did with Moses. 

 

As we saw at the beginning of the chapter 3, God revealed Himself to Moses in a burning bush. 

Moses was out shepherding his flock of sheep, kicking rocks along the mountainside, and 

looking at the same bushes he’d seen for decades when suddenly, something didn’t make sense. 

He saw a bush on fire, but  it wasn’t being burned up. Because of this, he went to investigate. 

And because he went to investigate, he got to know God and His will in a way like none other. 

 

Perhaps something in your life doesn’t quite make sense. Maybe it even seems like a 

contradiction. It could be a conflict you’re facing, a decision to make, a health or financial issue, 

a rocky marriage, a wayward child…any number of things. But whatever it is, I want to 

encourage you—based on the name of Jehovah, who is the self-revealing one—to be careful not 

to simply look at the bush that is burning. Don’t get so mesmerized by the contradiction itself 

that you miss God, who wants to talk to you through the burning bush. 

 

When Abraham was told to go up the mountain and sacrifice his son Isaac, he could have gotten 

stuck by just staring at the problem. Sacrificing the promised child of his own inheritance and 

legacy made no sense. Yet in the middle of that seemingly ridiculous situation, Abraham obeyed 

and looked beyond the problem, and God revealed Himself to him. Jehovah showed up and gave 

Abraham a ram to sacrifice instead. 

 

When God wants to show you a side of Him you’ve never seen before, He usually does it in the 

middle of a mess, a problem, a circumstance…a burning bush. Don’t look only at the bush 

because Jehovah is using that situation to reveal something about Himself to you. But remember, 

God didn’t reveal Himself to Moses until Moses turned aside. Moses stopped what he was doing 

and turned to see what was going on. Sometimes in the business of life—the tyranny of the 

tedious tasks that go on day in and day out—we fail to turn aside. 
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We fail to take notice when God is trying to get our attention. Had Moses failed to turn aside, he 

might have missed hearing from God about His supernatural plan for his life—a plan Moses 

could have never come up with on his own. In fact, when he heard it, he became afraid. He 

started making excuses about why he couldn’t do what God had said. He put himself down and 

reminded God that he couldn’t even speak well, let alone speak to a Pharaoh. 

 

To this, Jehovah replied, “Who has made man’s mouth? Or who makes him mute or deaf, or 

seeing or blind? Is it not I, the LORD [Jehovah]?” (Exodus 4:11). Jehovah is God interacting 

with His creation at a whole new level. 

 

God made Moses and Moses’s mouth, and now He is interacting with Moses about the use of his 

mouth. He is directing, commanding, and exercising His authority over His own creation because 

He is not only Elohim, the great and powerful Creator, but He is also Jehovah, the Lord, master, 

and self-existent one. In Genesis 1:1–2:3, we see God as Elohim creating His creation. In 

Genesis 2:4, God introduces a new name—Jehovah—and begins interacting with creation in a 

new way. He becomes personally involved with the well-being and purpose of His creation 

through His plan, will, and interaction. 

 

Just as we saw Jehovah interacting with Moses and his calling in Exodus 3, we see Him 

interacting with mankind and His creation in Genesis 2. The Lord (Jehovah) God… 

“formed man” (verse 7)  

“planted a garden” (verse 8)  

“caused to grow” (verse 9)  

“took the man and put him into the garden” (verse 15)  

“commanded the man” (verse 16)  

“formed every beast…and brought them to the man” (verse 19)  

“caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man” (verse 21)  

“took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh” (verse 21)  

“fashioned into a woman the rib He had taken” (verse 22) 
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Our understanding of who God says He is and how He reveals Himself is critical. Consider what 

can happen when the truth about His character gets twisted or lost altogether. In Genesis 3:1, 

Satan approaches Eve in the form of a snake. Even here we see God’s revelation of Himself as 

the Lord God (Jehovah Elohim): “Now the serpent was craftier than any beast of the field which 

the LORD God had made.” 

 

Because of this craftiness, Satan sought to deceive Eve by subtly changing God’s name. When 

he spoke to Eve, we read, “And he said to the woman, ‘Indeed, has God said, “You shall not eat 

from any tree of the garden”?’ ” (Genesis 3:1). In removing the name Lord (Jehovah) from 

before God, Satan pulled a sales trick on Eve. He sought to deceive her by hiding God’s 

relational nature and thus the relational impact of the deed he was trying to get her to commit. 

With the name Lord (Jehovah) still in the question, Satan would be reminding Eve through his 

own words about God’s position as absolute master over both Adam and Eve. Yet he didn’t use 

Jehovah, and even when Eve replied, she neglected to call God by the name He had used to 

make Himself known. 

 

The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from 

the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it 

or touch it, or you will die’” (Genesis 3:2-3). Satan’s goal was to get Eve and then Adam to drop 

the name Jehovah from their association with God. He didn’t mind if they called Him Elohim—

the great, powerful Creator. Such a God could be a distant being, way out there. 

 

When Jehovah is brought into the conversation, God is a personal, interactive being who made, 

purposed, designed, and intimately knows both Adam and Eve. Satan was okay with Eve 

acknowledging God; he just didn’t want her having a personal relationship under Jehovah’s 

authority. The devil doesn’t mind you or me having a bit of religion. He doesn’t care if we come 

to church to meet Elohim or if we talk on our jobs about Elohim—as long as we don’t bring in 

Jehovah. Because the moment we bring in Jehovah, He becomes a personal God with whom we 

are in a relationship. It’s easier to twist things or add things when we talk about an impersonal 

being off in the distance. It’s much more difficult when this Jehovah God is right there with us, 
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intimately knowing us, caring about us, guiding us, and carrying the authority as master over our 

lives. 

 

Getting to Know Jehovah 

So how do we get to know God as Jehovah? Exodus 33 gives a good idea. “Whenever Moses 

entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the 

LORD would speak with Moses…Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face” (verses 

9,11). 

As Moses went about the work of the ministry, Jehovah spoke to him. In the midst of relating to 

God, Moses asked to see God. He said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” (verse 18). Jehovah, 

the personal and relational God, gave this reply: 

 

He said, “I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim the name of the 

LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion 

on whom I will show compassion.” But He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see 

Me and live!” Then the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand there on 

the rock; and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of 

the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. Then I will take My hand away and 

you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen” (Exodus 33:19-23). 

 

Moses had come face-to-face with Jehovah God, and he wanted to know more. He asked to see 

more. And God allowed him to experience all that he was able to experience because Jehovah is 

the close and personal character of the living God. Do you know why so many of us don’t know 

Jehovah and don’t experience Him personally in our daily lives? We’re too busy and too 

distracted to ask for more. Moses could have been satisfied with the burning bush. He could have 

been satisfied with the ten miraculous plagues. He could have been satisfied with the parting of 

the sea. Yet despite all that Moses had already experienced of God and with God, he asked for 

more. 
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Too many of us stop at the bush. We’re satisfied with an introduction. Yet as we see from our 

study of the relational attribute of God as revealed through His name Jehovah, God will come as 

intimately close to us as possible—if we ask Him and seek Him as Moses did. 

 

Moses took the time to be in the presence of Jehovah and to say to Him, “Lord, I want to know 

You more. Show me more of You.” If Moses were alive today, that would mean he sometimes 

turned off his television and radio. He stopped texting or phoning his friends as much. He spent 

less time at the do-it-yourself shops or at the mall. He removed the static from the line and 

quieted the noise from around him, clearing away the distractions so that in the tent of the Lord, 

he could ask for more. Many believers today say they want to know God. But when you take a 

closer look at their schedule, you realize they’re just talking noise.  

 

Listen, if a guy really wants to get to know a girl, he makes time to talk to her. If a man tells a 

lady he wants to get to know her but then he never calls or texts, never stops by or takes her out, 

then all he has done is cluttered the air with his lies. He doesn’t want to get to know her unless he 

willingly invests the time to get to know her. If a man really wants to get to know a woman, he’ll 

find time, he’ll make time, he’ll stay up late or get up early…he will do whatever he needs to do 

to get to know her. 

 

Jehovah knows when we’re just talking and when we truly intend to get to know Him. Moses 

had dedicated the time and effort before he made the request. So God gave Moses something no 

other human on the planet has ever experienced—the personal manifest presence of God’s glory. 

Covered by God’s own hand and tucked away in a cleft of the rock, Moses saw God’s back pass 

by. In today’s technology, this might be compared to the exhaust you see when an airplane 

passes by overhead. You don’t see the plane, but you see evidence of it. 

 

What happened to Moses after he experienced Jehovah in that intimate way is remarkable, and it 

should motivate each of us to seek God and make a close relationship with Jehovah the primary 

focus of our lives. After that encounter, Moses picked up a pen and paper and began writing: “In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” And he kept writing and kept writing until 

the history of the beginning of time had been completed. 
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Even though Moses wrote Genesis, he wasn’t alive when Genesis happened. So how did he 

know the details of events that were so far removed from him? He knew because God let him see 

and experience Jehovah. He let Moses see some stuff that had never been seen before so that 

Moses could write some information that he didn’t have any intellectual knowledge about. 

 

God wants to reveal to you things you’ve never dreamed of. He wants you to experience His 

vision and plan for you. But that won’t come about if you simply know Him as Elohim—if you 

only want to know His power without a relationship with His person. That will come about only 

when you get to know Him as Jehovah—as Yahweh, the Lord. He is the self-revealing God. 


