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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
 
   
 

 

 

 

Kindness for cancer patients during COVID-19 times in Samoa 

 
Having the necessary resources on hand to provide quality care for a cancer patient living with late stage 

cancer especially at home, can be a challenge for many families affected in Samoa. It becomes more 

poignant during these unprecedented times with the impact of COVID19 State of Emergency status in 

Samoa. 

 

This need has been expressed by patients living with cancer or family members that visit or have 

registered with the Samoa Cancer Society (SCS) not only recently but 

 in the past 20 years.  

 

The cry for help has not gone unnoticed. The Society along with its partners and stakeholders have been 

working together to give the necessary resources and keep the supply flowing consistently each year.  

 

Lucky Foodtown is one such giver who since 2017 have been supplying adult diapers for late stage cancer 

patients who are registered with SCS.  

 

The diaper supplies is a huge saving for the family of a cancer patient who would have to spend $80 tala 

or more for a pack of 10 diapers which would only last the patient 10 days or less. However this resource 

is required every day during the care of a cancer patient in late stages of cancer of any type presented to 

the Society.  

 

In keeping with the preventive measures outlined during the COVID19 Pandemic, SCS continue to 

practice social distancing when delivering diapers to its registered patients or make special arrangements 

when they arrive at the office to collect in order to protect both patients, caregivers and the SCS staff.  

 

In 2019, close to 50 cancer patients registered with SCS, were supplied diapers through Lucky 

Foodtowns’ donation. In the same year, 

 A total of 102 new cancer patient referrals for patient support service, a 12% increase from 2018 

referrals.  

 there were 69 cancer patient deaths (patients registered with SCS);  

 As at 31 Dec 2019, 44 cancer patients and families are utilising the SCS patient support service 

(60% male/40% female).  

 Of the 44 patients – breast and brain cancer are the two highest cancer types registered with SCS, 

22 and 20% respectively.  

 163 home visits to cancer patients and families was provided by the SCS Patient Support Officer  

 146 ward visits to cancer patients was provided by the SCS Patient Support Officer  

 

In acknowledging this valuable assistance, SCS CEO Shelley Burich says “your donation continues to have 

a positive impact on easing the financial and emotional burden of living with cancer for these patients and 

their families that I hope is as rewarding an outcome for donors like Lucky Foodtown and others in the 

community who choose or would like to support the work of the Society to ensure the quality of life for our 

people living with cancer in Samoa. Thank you very much”. 

 

- ENDS – 
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For Further Media Information Contact: 
Shelley Burich, SCS Chief Executive Officer 
Email:  ceo@samoacancer.ws 

Ph:  29813 
 
Verona Parker, SCS Fundraising & Marketing Manager 
Email: FMM@samoacancer.ws 
Ph:  23984 
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