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Letter from the
Hello Members!
Welcome to the Texas Trauma
Coordinator’s Forum (TTCF)
Newsletter! With the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, we want to
utilize the newsletter to help keep
our members informed for activities, educational opportunities,
history of the organization and
any other hot topics regarding
trauma care in the State of Texas.
Since 1991, TTCF has developed
numerous trauma professionals
through collaboration and promotion of educational activities. Our
committees continue to be fully
engaged in driving the care of
trauma patients to the highest
level possible. We are hard at
work conducting classes for new
trauma program staff as well as
keeping tenured members updated on the latest trauma trends and
rules.

There are a few exciting upcoming events occurring in the month
of November for TTCF members:

Online TTCF Fundraiser
Auction:
Nov. 9th—Nov. 20th (See
Link Below)
https://
www.32auctions.com/TTCF

2021 Strategic Planning
Meeting:
November 19th—13001600

Final 2020 Virtual General
Membership Meeting:
November 20th @ 1300
CEU Being offered!

Officer Elections:
Held during the November 20th General Meeting

While this year has been difficult
for us all, I look forward to the
upcoming season and the wonderful things that this organization has to offer!
Stay safe, Stay healthy, & See you
all soon!

Lori Robb, BSN, RN,
TCRN
TTCF President 2020-2022

ICD-10 Coding & Reporting Guidelines for COVID-19 Infections
Recent guidelines were released
on official coding and reporting
guidelines for COVID-19 (SARSCoV-2) in our trauma patient
population. The attached link
helps walk you thorough that
process and breads down each of
the guidelines and reporting expectations.

https://secureservercdn.net/104.238.71.140/665.76e.myftpupload.com/
wp-content/uploads/2020/08/COVID-19-Coding-Practices.pdf
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2020... Year of the Nurse!
By: Leanne Beaudet
The year 2020 has showed us
like no other, that Nurses can
have a huge impact on improving the world. We have been
able to help care for our families, friends, patients during
unprecedented times.

Nurses are strong
heroes

You make a
difference and a
positive impact on

We are advocates and have
the ability to drive improvement for innovation, safety,
research and funding. What we
do, can effect lives. Nurses
should have a large voice in
government legislation. It is

our responsibility to stay informed and give others a voice
in order to improve
healthcare.

Learn more about the importance of trauma and medical funding advocacy.
Capital Day 2021 will be in the
first quarter of the new year.

From the social determinants
of health, to nursing education
funding, to COVID-19 personal protective equipment distribution — your vote will affect
the landscape of Texas for
years to come.
You can make a difference, no
only at your healthcare organization but also in the community by being an advocate in

RESOURCES to learn
the WHY and HOW

Texas Legislative Process:
How a Bill gets passed into
law...

Texas Legislature Online

https://
www.texasnurses.org/
resource/resmgr/
nurse_day/2019_nd/
tx_lege_process.2021.pdf

www.capitol.state.tx.us

Your voice and

improve the world.

Continue to strive and learn
more about how your actions
can improve our country.

Day at the Capital coming soon...

this world!

actions can

the Texas legislation.

Begin to see how you can be
informed and encourage other
healthcare professionals to
become legislation advocates!

The Texas Hospital
Association...
www.tha.org/trauma

House of Representatives Votes to Fully
Fund MISSION ZERO Act
8/13/20 by The Society
of Trauma Nurses
The US House of
Representatives
passed their Fiscal
Year 21 Appropriations bill to fund the
Department of Health
and included $11.5
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million to fully fund the MISSION ZERO grant program.
This grant was established by
the passage of the Pandemic
and All-Hazards Preparedness
and Advancing Innovation Act
to place military trauma teams
in civilian hospitals so that they
may cross train with civilian
trauma departments, as well as

keep their skills fresh inbetween deployments. The
passage of the FY21 Appropriations measure provides the
funds necessary for the Office
of the Assistant Secretary for
Preparedness and Response
(ASPR) to authorize these
grants.
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How to Advocate: Nursing Issues in Legislation

The recent election and the
makeup of the legislature
will greatly affect how Texas
Nurses Association and other members of the Nursing
Legislative Agenda Coali-

tion advocate
for nurses and
nursing. Given
the global
pandemic and
the impact it
has had on
the delivery of care, this will
be one of the most important sessions in decades.
Learn about the issues and
how to ensure that you
have a seat at the table.

FREE CE REGISTRATION link by
Texas Nurses Association:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwscCtpzIvGNAyld51S-FppS0lpCr2-h7F

Presenter
Kevin C. Stewart, JD, is an attorney and political consultant
based out of Austin. He attended The University of Texas at
Austin for both his undergraduate and law degrees, focusing
his studies on health law, the
legislative process, and statutory

“TOPIC focuses on
the ongoing
assessment of the
continuum of
trauma care with a

TOPIC– Virtual Courses

structured review of
process and
discussions of

The STN TOPIC course is taught to all
members of the trauma system team
who participate in the ongoing assessment, evaluation and improvement of trauma care. The Society of
Trauma Nurses has developed the
"Trauma Outcomes and Performance Improvement Course" in
response to the need for education
and better understanding of the Performance Improvement process in
trauma care. TOPIC focuses on the
ongoing assessment of the continu-

um of trauma care with a structured
review of process and discussions of
strategies to monitor trauma patient
outcomes. The TOPIC course is taught
in a one day interactive Modular
Format, customized to best meet the
needs of the individual trauma care
provider participants who have varying levels of experience with trauma
performance improvement. The
course offers practical application for
all Levels of trauma centers, from
entry level to mature phase of pro-

gram development. The Modules are
taught with a focus on didactic, operational definitions, sample tools, case
study examples and take home
points.

strategies to
monitor trauma
patient outcomes”

To Register for a virtual course or
to see a list of dates visit:https://

www.traumanurses.org/
education/stn-topic

Improving the Care of Patients with Venomous Snakebites: A Guide for Emergency Nurses
By Emergency Nurses Association
(ENA):
Snake envenomation is associated with
significant morbidity and even mortality
and at least 5,000 venomous snakebites
are reported in the United States each
year. There has been a rise in significant
gaps in knowledge, competence, and
performance clinicians when it comes
to patient assessment and treatment of
venomous snakebites. Made possible by

a grant from BTG International, the
webinar focuses on the epidemiology
and clinical course of snake envenomation; elements of clinical and laboratory assessment of patients with snake
envenomation; and the efficacy and
recommended treatment regimen available for snakebite antivenin therapies.

Additional information on
the course can be found
at:
https://www.ena.org/
shop/catalog/education/
online-learning/improvingthe-care-of-patients-withvenomous-snakebites-aguide-for-emergencynurses/c-23/c-100/p-347

Emergency Nurses Association (ENA) Educational Offering
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The Mission of the Texas Trauma Coordinator’s Forum (TTCF) is to provide
a forum for networking, mentorship,
emergency preparedness, securing and
maintaining of trauma financing and
provision of education to professionals
involved in trauma care. TTCF encom-

Email contact:
Secretary@TTCF.ORG
Treasurer@TTCF.ORG

passes all aspects of trauma care for
both the injured and those at risk of injury.

We are on the Web!
TTCF.org

TTCF Membership
Membership is open to
anyone interested in improving care for trauma
patients. TTCF meetings
are held quarterly and
provide an outstanding
opportunity to network
with Trauma Coordinators, Trauma Registrars,
Trauma Program Managers, and Trauma Personnel from across the state
of Texas. The Forum
shares information regarding trauma system
development, hospital
designation, and legisla-

tion information regarding
Trauma and Emergency
Medical issues as well as
updates on injury prevention programs, trauma
registry requirements,
and rule changes. TTCF
Committees include: Lev-

el I/ II, Level III/ IV, Injury
Prevention, Special Populations, Public Relations/
Legislative, Fund Raising
& Financing, Education,
Trauma Registry, and
Membership/ Mentorship.

Membership applications
can be found on the TTCF
homepage at www.ttcf.org
Dues are not prorated or
transferable and are processed electronically
through the webpage at
www.TTCF.org

