
      FoMPC Ponderings, Winter 2022             1 

 

Ponderings 
Seasonal newsletter of the 

Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek 

Winter 2022 |  Issue 75 

       advocate     educate     interpret     participate     rehabilitate     revegetate 
 

 
 

Activities 
Resume Along 
the Moonee 
Ponds Creek! 



      FoMPC Ponderings, Winter 2022             2 

CONTENTS    
(Click on page title) 

ALP Commits to MPC……   3 

Chain of Ponds News…...   4 

Clean up Australia Day…   5   

Moonee Valley News……          6 

Moreland News...............     7 

Melbourne News…………..   8 

Waterwatch News…………           9 

Between the Bridges……..  10 

Autumn Ground covers.…  11 

Sightings..........................   12 

MPC History Page…………..  13 

Friends: Vince Aitkin………  14 

FoMPC News...................   15 

Winter News 

Isn’t it good to see so many events resuming 

along the Creek, including clean-up days, face-

to-face meetings and even some planting and 

weeding days? It’s great to see people back 

involved in looking after our Creek. 

Cleaning up the Creek has become more 

important in recent times, so it’s great to see so 

many of these events occurring, and Clean Up 

Australia do a great job bringing it all together! 

In this issue, we have our usual range of council 

news, featuring updates concerning a number of 

projects along the creek including Nursery 

Corner and the bollards along Mascoma Street 

in Strathmore North.  

We also feature an article on Vince Aitkin, the 

latest news about Friends activities and show 

the best Historical and Sightings photos from 

along the Creek. 

David Widdowson, Editor 

Thanks to Anna Lanigan, Kaye Oddie, Rachel 

Lopes, Julia Cirillo, Nina Franceschi, Milly Burke 

and Lori Arthur for their assistance with the 

production of this issue. 
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Incoming Labor Government Commits to the Creek 

The incoming Federal Labor Government has 

committed to continuing to transform the Moonee 

Ponds Creek into a natural Melbourne icon with a 

significant new investment in the southern part of 

the waterway.  

The $2.84 million commitment will fund the 

removal of sections of concrete drain in the creek 

along its course. 

It will improve drainage, water quality and the 

amenity of the creek for the local community. 

This investment will lead to a healthier, more 

appealing waterway. 

It will provide an informative cultural experience 

along the watercourse. And it will create jobs in 

the local area. 

The work will build on the Chain of Ponds 

Collaboration Group’s endeavours to renew the 

creek. 

It also dovetails with a recent commitment of 

$2.16m for similar works for the northern section in 

Strathmore and Pascoe Vale for a total 

commitment of $5m. 

In his announcement Josh Wilson reflected on 

the importance of urban waterways stating that: 

“50% of all threatened species in Australia are 

present in metropolitan areas and one of the 

reasons they are present is because 

metropolitan areas are sited where there are 

rivers and waterways and their ecosystems are 

vital to sustain biodiversity.”  

Bill Shorten commented:  

“For too long the Moonee Ponds Creek has been 

neglected. Now the creek’s significance is rightly 

being recognised, celebrated and returned to a 

more pristine natural setting.” 

Josh Wilson MP (Shadow Assistant Minister for the 
Environment) with Peter Kahlil MP (Member for Wills) 
announcing in March that Federal Labor, if elected, will 
deliver $5 million under Labor’s Rivers and Catchment 
program to help restore the Moonee Ponds Creek, $2.16 
million of which would go to the Chain of Ponds 
Collaboration. 

Chain of Ponds Collaboration head Rachel Lopes, Josh 
Wilson, Cr Annalivia Carli Hannan, Greg Lanigan, Vince 
Aitkin, Moreland City Council Deputy Mayor Lambros 
Tapinos and Peter Khalil. 

Artists 

impression of 

possible 

creek 

naturalisation 

at Holbrook 

Reserve, from  

Chain of 

Ponds Plan, 

2019  
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By Rachel Lopes 

Coming Events 

• Friday 3 June at 9.30am - a start of works 
(for the Re-imagining Moonee Ponds Creek 
project) and Re-Commitment ceremony for 
the Chain of Ponds Collaboration.   
Location: Ethel Street Reserve, Oak Park. 

• Wednesday 13 July from 12 noon to 3pm 
(approximately): tin laying and painting day 
for stage 1 of Bunjil and Bandicoots project 
Location: Woodland Historic Park, 
Greenvale 

 

 

 

Chain of Ponds News  

We’re hoping to hear back very soon on three grant 

applications that will help progress three of the Chain 

of Ponds Strategic Priorities. 

The Chain of Ponds Strategic Priorities were co-

designed and endorsed by partners in our 2021 

Strategic Review process and include: 

- Indigenous Cultural Heritage 

- Impacts of Urbanisation and Development 

- Naturalisation of the creek environs/corridor 

- Rubbish and Litter removal 

- Access and Connectivity 

- Whole of catchment future-proofing and 

investment in blue-green infrastructure 

 

For more information, see the 2022 Prospectus  

Hopetoun St/ Donald Avenue Bridge           
      by Lori Arthur 

The new bridge at Brunswick West/ Essendon is 

now open and proving very popular with walkers 

and cyclists, greatly activating the area. Soft 

landscaping works are now underway.   

Stage 2 of works will start in the new financial year 

and include further removal of cyclone mesh and 

installation of an informal gravel walking path along 

the Moreland creek side.  A celebratory opening 

and community planting day is being planned for 

early in the second week of the school holidays (5th 

to 8th July).   

Given this our first project out of the collaboration 

from concept to delivery, it would be great to 

celebrate its completion together. 

https://chainofponds.org/projects/bandicoots-on-the-flight-path/
https://chainofponds.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Chain-of-Ponds-Prospectus-2022.pdf
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Clean up Australia Day   by Anna Lanigan 

What a great effort for Clean Up Australia Day 
with four meet up places to choose from along 
Moonee Ponds and Westbreen Creeks.  

Special thanks to the team leaders — Paul at Boeing 
Reserve (above, in his 11th year!), Elouise at 
Lebanon Reserve, Rachel at Cole Reserve and 
Westbreen Creek and Logan at Cross Keys Reserve 
in Essendon. 

Lebanon Reserve, Strathmore 

Rachel Sumach’s Team in Pascoe Vale, and their 

haul (below). 

Kelvin Thomson at Boeing Reserve. 

Moonee Valley Sustainability Group Check in at 

Cross Keys Reserve. 
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News 

Nursery Corner Wildlife & Treeworks  

The first steps towards the rehabilitation of Nursery 

Corner required the removal and trimming of some 
trees.  In line with the intent of Victoria’s Wildlife 

Act 1975 to protect native wildlife, Moonee Valley 

City Council engaged zoologists from ‘Wildlife & 

Ecology’. They were on site during the tree works 
to capture and relocate any wildlife as needed in 

accordance with their DELWP Wildlife 

Authorisation Permit. The discovery of lizard eggs, 
juveniles and adults suggests that the wildlife in 

this area is breeding successfully and we hope this 

continues.  

The community feedback for the draft Masterplan 
of Nursery Corner has been completed with some 

fantastic comments and suggestions. Keep an eye 

out for the final plan that will go to Council for 
endorsement.  

More Trees for a Greener West  

We have 462 new advanced seedling trees planted as 

part of the Victorian Government’s More Trees for a 

Cooler, Greener West initiative. Keep a look out for 

these — in particular there have been 35 planted along 

the creek side of Mascoma Street in Strathmore.  

World Environment Day – Community Planting  

To celebrate the new trees, we are hosting a 

community planting day with Friends of Moonee Ponds 

Creek on World Environment Day, Sunday 5 June. We 

will be planting native seedlings to help boost 

biodiversity and connectivity along the creek. We hope 

to see many of our friends there – see p15. 

 

By Milly 

Burke 

Mascoma Street Bollards  

Nina made a community submission to the Council 

requesting better protection of Creekside open space 

upstream of Strathmore North Primary. Councillors 

supported the proposal and extended the region of 

protection to include areas between Strathnaver 

Reserve and Peck Avenue. Council sought Department 

of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development 

funding of $45,000 to complete the works.  The new 

bollards will prevent soil erosion and protect vegetation.   

Accessible & inclusive community planting  

We hope to host more community planting days over 

the coming months and are working to make our plant-

ing events more accessible and inclusive. To discuss 

how we can better accommodate you, please contact 

mburke@mvcc.vic.gov.au and keep an eye on 

Moonee Valley events for the details.  

Cr Ava Adams at Nursery Corner 

mailto:mburke@mvcc.vic.gov.au
https://mvcc.vic.gov.au/play/my-week/events/
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News 

Gavin Park Wetland 

The wetland at Gavin Park on the Westbreen Creek 
is nearly ready to be opened.  Civil works are all 
complete and planting is well underway. It will be 
ready just in time to collect those winter rains! 

National Tree Day  

Please join us in celebrating National Tree Day with 
a community planting at Gavin Park (Arndt Road 
end) on Sunday 31st July.  Keep an eye on Moreland 
socials and website for more information. 

By Lori Arthur 

Kernan Reserve Weeding   by Anna 

It was so good to be out together again on May 1st 
for a Weeding Bee in Ray Hehr's patch at the end of 
Kernan Street, Pascoe Vale. The plants are coming 
along nicely, though we had no problem filling a 
truck with a pile of weeds!    Below: John Kavanagh 

Council is continuing to work with CERES on Schools 
for Wildlife program. Applications for Term 3 are now 
open and schools are encouraged to contact Clare 
Tarlington at CERES for more information.  

The Moreland Nature Explorer Passport was 
launched in April.  An exciting printed activity booklet, 
it is aimed at pre-school age children to promote the 
use of Moreland’s parks and reserves for play. The 
Passport contains a map of Moreland’s nature sites, 
tips on visiting sites respectfully and safely, and 
simple outdoor play activities with a colourful and 
engaging design. The passport is being distributed 
through libraries, contact centres and the Children’s 
Services networks. More information can be found 
here: Moreland Nature Explorer Passport. 

In the first weekend of May, Moreland joined 20 other 
Councils across Melbourne to participate in the 
world’s largest citizen science event, the City Nature 
Challenge.  Over 2000 different species were 
observed in our city over the four-day event!  This is 
an incredible result, and we extend a huge thanks 
and congratulations to the 600-plus residents who 
took part. Their efforts contributed to a fantastic 
global result - 1.7 million plants, animals and fungi 
were observed in urban centres worldwide. Don’t 
let anyone tell you there’s no nature in cities!  

 

Nature Stewards 

Council is collaborating with Outdoors Victoria to 
deliver a Nature Stewards program at Fawkner 
Community House. Through the 10-week adult 
education program, participants have learnt about a 
diverse range of environmental topics including 
geology, ecology, climate change, our flora, fauna 
and fungi, and how they can contribute to a healthy 
local environment.  It has been very well received 
and we hope to run more of the courses at other 
locations in the future. 

 

https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/programs/schools-for-wildlife-program/#:~:text=The%20Schools%20for%20Wildlife%20Program,for%20both%20students%20and%20staff.
https://sustainability.ceres.org.au/programs/schools-for-wildlife-program/#:~:text=The%20Schools%20for%20Wildlife%20Program,for%20both%20students%20and%20staff.
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/exploring-moreland/parks-and-gardens/nature-explorer/#:~:text=The%20Moreland%20Nature%20Explorer%20Passport,in%20our%20parks%20and%20reserves.
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/environment/nature/citizen-science/
https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/living-in-moreland/environment/nature/citizen-science/
https://www.outdoorsvictoria.org.au/nature-stewards/
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 MELBOURNE News 

YVW’s Perspective     by Ruthven Davey-Greene  

The FoMPC greeted us, provided tools and gloves, 

and taught us what was a native species and what 

was an invasive weed. Our job was to clear a patch of 

space around the scores of young native plantings, by 

pulling out the aggressive grasses that would 

otherwise smother them.    

We would like to sincerely thank the Friends of 

Moonee Ponds Creek for hosting us, feeding us and 

educating us.  

We cherish the connection we made with this group, 

which has worked tirelessly to protect and restore the 

MPC for so long. With the connection established, we 

believe together we can organise a repeat of this 

event and give an opportunity for anyone who missed 

out to participate. 

The FoMPC is hopeful that the latest round of infill 

planting — properly cared for — will thrive and create 

an important biodiverse habitat, a functional open 

space for locals to use and a way for people to 

reconnect to a once restricted and degraded creek 

corridor. 

Even with fewer volunteers than expected, we 

powered through our work, exceeding the 

expectations of the FoMPC and weeding the entire 

length of the lower embankment  with some time to 

spare!                     All images by Shannyn Higgins. 

 

 

Yarra Valley Water Volunteers along the 

MPC, Kensington, 13 May     by Kaye Oddie 

The Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek welcomed the 

great efforts of a group of ‘Yarra Professionals’ —

volunteers from Yarra Valley Water — in weeding the 

latest plantings along the Kensington Embankment of 

the Moonee Ponds Creek.  Their environmental 

commitment was part of a social day combining YVW 

partnering with local community groups to improve 

public spaces and benefit the environment … and that 

they certainly did, weeding the whole length of the 

embankment!   

It was good to share some of the history of this former 

railway land along the Creek and how continuing 

revegetation since 2001 is creating a linear open 

space oasis.  We thank YVW Planning Engineer, Riv 

Davey-Greene and his colleagues – their help gave 

the small plants much needed growing space from 

the rampant weeds and will help establish the barrier 

of native plants along the lower embankment, 

corralling the higher level shrubs, enhancing 

biodiversity – environmental wins all round! 

After the weeding, the YVW group enjoyed a virtual 

reality experience at nearby Zero Latency and lunch 

at the Hungry Goat café. 
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By Julia Cirillo 

Strathmore North Primary School 

does Waterwatch 

After long lockdowns, Year 4 students at 

Strathmore North PS were finally able to join 

MCMC's Waterwatch Coordinator Julia Cirillo 

down at the Moonee Ponds Creek! The students 

conducted turbidity (clarity) and salinity tests of 

the creek and learned more about how pollution 

ends up in the creek and what they can all do to 

help reduce pollution. The results will be 

uploaded onto the Waterwatch Victoria data 

portal. 

MCMC is hoping to continue this monitoring 

more frequently to gain baseline data of the 

current water quality before the naturalisation of 

the creek goes ahead and to monitor afterwards 

to gauge any change in water quality.  

Proudly funded by the City of Moonee Valley. 

Clean up Days 

In March, close to 40 cubs and adults from the 4th 

Brunswick Cubs collected 5kg of waste from the 

Moonee Ponds Creek in Brunswick West and 

surrounds in just under an hour. The Top five items 

found were: Coffee cups (20), polystyrene pieces (24), 

face masks (20), cigarette butts (16) and plastic drink 

bottles.  

Nine very enthusiastic volunteers did a fantastic job 

on the morning of 21 April for the FoMPC Clean Up 

Day in Brunswick West. Thank you to Pam 

Lloyd (who helped me organise the event), Ian, 

Darren, Emi, Chris, Linda, Ray and Laurel. In just 

over an hour we picked up 29 kgs of litter, or just 

under 1,000 pieces along the Moonee Ponds Creek, 

Shiels Reserve and the surrounding streets.  

The top five pollutants picked up were: polystyrene 

(nearly 600 pieces!), plastic bags, tinsel (left over 

from parties at the park), plastic food packaging and 

glass bottles. Many of the items, where possible, 

have been recycled, or washed to take to an Op 

Shop (thanks Laurel!).   

All litter data (amounts and types of litter) will be 

uploaded to the community portal LitterWatch Vic.  

        Proudly funded by the City of Moreland. 

 

If you’d like to run a litter clean up event and 

would like support (borrowing a litter kit, includ-

ing a free education session, safety information 

and access to litter hot spots), please get in 

touch with MCMC's Rapid Response to Litter 

Coordinator: JuliaCirillo@mcmc.org.au.  

Further information on running a successful 

litter clean up event is available on the Friends 

of Merri Creek website.  

https://www.litterwatchvictoria.org.au/
mailto:JuliaCirillo@mcmc.org.au
https://www.friendsofmerricreek.org.au/community-litter
https://www.friendsofmerricreek.org.au/community-litter
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Between the Bridges — Circuit Walking the MPC 
Part 4 — JP Fawkner Reserve to Brosnan Crescent  

This region of the creek features a number of highlights including JP Fawkner Reserve, the John Street 

pocket reserve and then along the east side path to Margaret Street, with the semi-natural rock-lined 

creek that features along much of its length. The northern part of the creek can be crossed by the Oak 

Park bridge or the ford crossing at Nursery Corner. P - Parking. https://walkingmaps.com.au/walk/5185 

P 

P 

P 

JP Fawkner 

P 

Strathnaver 

Nursery 
Corner 

https://walkingmaps.com.au/walk/5185
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Autumn 

 Ground 

Covers 
Images by Nina 
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Sightings 

Little Pied Cormorant by Maurice 

Nankeen Kestrel by Dennis Rainbow Lorikeets by Anna 

Rainbow Lorikeet by Maurice 

Black Shouldered Kite by Dennis 

Golden Orbweaver by Dennis Australian Wood Duck by Anna 

White Plumed Honeyeater by Maurice Laughing Kookaburra by Anna 

Bee by Maurice 

Dragon Fly by Maurice 

Black Swans by Maurice  Willy Wagtail by Maurice 

Brown Falcon by Dennis 

by Maurice Austin, Anna Lanigan 

and Dennis Hocking 
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MPC History Page 
 

MPC History Page — Fawkner Street Bridge      by Heritage Victoria 

This Bridge over the Moonee Ponds Creek was 

constructed in 1869 by the Broadmeadows District 

Road Board and cost £1063. It replaced an earlier 

bridge constructed at this location in 1854. The 1869 

bridge was built with a government subsidy of £500 

and Robert Grant was the contractor for its 

construction. It sits on unreserved Crown Land and 

carries Fawkner Street over Moonee Ponds Creek.  

The bridge is a flat segmental arch bluestone 

structure with granite used in the piers. It has 

elaborate stonework detailing which includes an 

arcaded bluestone balustrade, bluestone dentils at 

road level, curved bluestone retaining walls to the 

approaches and prominent voussoirs and keystones 

to the arch. The end piers protrude from the structure 

and are faced with contrasting bluestone and granite.  

The Bridge is of architectural and aesthetic 

importance for its elaborate stonework detailing, which 

demonstrates skilled stonemasonry. Of particular note 

are the dentils below the road level, the arcaded 

balustrade and the contrasting bluestone and granite 

piers. (Image above: Pictures Victoria, others by Anna 

Lanigan). 

 

The Bridge is a rare example of a small road bridge 

with elaborate detailing, more often used for larger 

and more prominent bridges. It is of historical 

importance for its association with the expansion of 

Victoria's infrastructure in the 1860s. 

The bridge was particularly important in providing a 

more direct link between local producers and their 

clientele who were across the creek and further 

south of Westmeadows. The route through 

Westmeadows was also an alternative route to the 

northern goldfields.  

The elaborate detailing in the bridge demonstrates 

the importance given to engineering structures of 

the time, and the desire for them to be picturesque 

as well as functional.  

It has been noted that the Mickleham Road Bridge 

and the Broadmeadows Deviation (shown below) 

were likely built to protect the heritage of the 

Fawkner St Bridge, allowing it to remain as a useful 

local road bridge, unlike the fate of a number of 

other historic stone bridges.       Source here. 

https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/1212/download-report
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People of the FoMPC—Vince Aitkin 

Rail trails, bike trails, financial trails, waterway trails, 
walking trails, holiday trails – Vince Aitkin is a man 
of many ‘trails’! 

For around 18 years, Vince has been expertly 
managing the financial ‘trails’ of the Friends of 
Moonee Ponds Creek as its treasurer.  Vince’s 
career as an expert accountant in banking ensured 
the FoMPC’s finances were also expertly managed, 
audited and reported.  In praising Vince, past 
president, Kelvin Thomson, says “the keys of 
success for any voluntary organisation is someone 
who keeps the books, is reliable and dependable, 
and in this role, Vince has made a significant 
contribution to the success of the FoMPC.”  Vince’s 
contribution has not only been financial, but his 
advice and support for members and many Creek 
projects has been very much appreciated.  Former 
secretary, Kaye Oddie, highlighted his expert 
management of financial aspects of the grants the 
organisation received. 

 

Vince came to the 
FoMPC, together with 
Frank Kinnersley, as ‘a 
job lot’ as Kelvin 
Thomson put it, to help 
reinvigorate the FoMPC 
as the Moonee Ponds 
Creek Co-ordination 
Committee (MPCCC) 
involvement in Creek 
activities wound down.  

  

Vince and Frank had worked together for many 
years with the Rail Trails Australia organisation.  
RTA is a predominantly volunteer organisation that 
has encouraged 
and promoted 
the 
establishment 
of rail trails/
shared trails all 
over Victoria 
and Australia by 
converting 
former railway 
lines to 
enjoyable 
walking, cycling 
and horse-riding 
trails.   

 

 

It seems fitting that Vince’s first involvement in Creek 
revegetation was getting MPCCC support in 2004, 
later with Melbourne Water, to plant trees and 
shrubs along the Creek embankment below his 
home in John Street, Oak Park. The plants are now 
well established and flourishing.  Now, his last 
Moonee Ponds Creek project has been working hard 
with fellow John Street residents Carolyn Layton and 
Greg Hunt upgrading plantings along the John St 
embankment and in the adjoining John St Reserve. 
Carolyn was 
impressed that Vince 
“always had the right 
tool for the job”. 

Along the Moonee 
Ponds Creek, Vince 
established and 
participated in a 
number of groups to 
revegetate the creek, 
along with other 
projects that restore the natural values of the Creek 
–  groups including the Friends of Strathmore Ponds, 
Moonee Ponds Creek Co-ordination Committee, 
Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek and Chain of 
Ponds Collaboration. 

Vince was very much involved in establishing and 
promoting many of the trail projects and co-authored 
three trail guidebooks for Victoria, SA and Tasmania. 
Obviously, bike trails have been an ongoing part of 
Vince’s life and many holidays and weekday 
exercising have seen Vince on his bike. 

Waterway ‘trails’ are another of Vince’s outdoor 
interests, with kayaking ventures in SW Tasmania 
on lake and sea.   And, not forgetting walking ‘trails’, 
Vince was a founding member of the Essendon 
Bushwalking Club and is a life member. He 
organised many extended bushwalks for the Club 
over the years. 

Vince will swap his John Street home along the 
Moonee Ponds Creek — with its informal walking 
path and native vegetation — for a new home in 
Wodonga, chosen because it is near a creek, has an 
adjacent shared path and lots of native vegetation in 
the garden! 

Vince, we salute you, 
thank you and wish you 
well and, need we say, 
hope you continue to 
enjoy many more trails! 

-    By friends and 
members of the FoMPC 
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CALENDAR Event and Location: Contact/ Link 

Monday, 20th June 
6.30pm 

FoMPC meeting, at Sam Merrifield Library  mooneepondscreek.org.au 

PO Box 54, ESSENDON 3040 
www.mooneepondscreek.org.au 
friends@mooneepondscreek.org.au  

friendsofmooneepondscreek@gmail.com  

Join the Friends of Moonee Ponds Creek for $20 per year 
Help protect and enhance the Moonee Ponds Creek’s natural environment. For information and to join, 
go to mooneepondscreek.org.au and complete the membership form, or write to PO Box 54, Essendon VIC 

Your Contributions to Ponderings are welcome! 
Please send your images and stories to fompc.ponderings@gmail.com 

West Gate Tunnel Project  
On April 1, Frank and Kaye met with the works team 
responsible for constructing Bridge 90, who are 
arguing that more trees need to be removed to enable 
heavy equipment to access the site. Initially 30 trees 
were slated for removal, but the proposal is now to 
remove more than 80 trees from a revegetated area 
with many significant trees to make way for the 
construction of crane pads. Kaye also noticed that 
many trees in the target area had not been properly 
surveyed. Following the meeting, FoMPC has 
requested CPB—John Holland/WGTP to: 

• Undertake an engineering review and provide 
justification for extension of the project boundary 
to support crane/piling pads. 

• Request that the Environment Team and 
arborists review Trees for retention as they fall 
outside the surveyed crane pad area.  

Kaye asked the meeting to endorse FoMPC lodging 
an objection to DELWP against expanding the 
boundary of the tree removal area.  

Kaye also contacted Melbourne City Council and 
asked them to visit the site. 

FoMPC News by Carolyn Layton, Minutes Secretary 

Nursery Corner  
Anna Lanigan presented photos from the recent 
works at Nursery Corner. Anna and local resident 
James met with the Wildlife Ecology team on the first 
day and were shown two of the Blue-tongued Lizards 
rescued for relocation. Frogs, geckos, and a possum 
had also been relocated. Anna raised major concerns 
over limited consultation regarding habitat trees prior 
to pruning and removal of some trees, particularly 
dead trees that were cut back such that perches and 
nesting spaces were removed. Anna hopes the 
Ecology Specialists will be retained for the next phase 
of clearing. Anna was attending the site daily to ask 
for habitat trees to be retained. Additionally, Anna 
reported truck loads of potentially unsafe building 
debris were brought into the site by the previous 
tenant and still remain on the site, though now 
covered in weeds. These mounds are close to the 
fence near the creek. 

Lionsville 

Frank, Vince and Darryn met onsite with the owners 
(Ryman Healthcare) and were given a presentation 
on the plans for the site. Plans include three 
structures covering three stages of retirement living/
healthcare on one site. Frank, Vince and Darryn 
expressed concerns re structures overshadowing the 
creek, and took the Ryman reps for a walk on the 
creek path, which they hadn’t previously seen. Ryman 
reps were able to see advantages for their clients of 
making a path at the corner of MPC/ 5 Mile Creek for 
recreation use (would also avoid elderly mixing with 
commuter cyclists). Kelvin has emailed MVCC 
requesting a copy of plans when lodged. 

http://www.mooneepondscreek.org.au/
http://www.mooneepondscreek.org.au
mailto:friendsofmooneepondscreek@gmail.com
mailto:friendsofmooneepondscreek@gmail.com
http://www.mooneepondscreek.org.au/
mailto:fompc.ponderings@gmail.com
mailto:fompc.ponderings@gmail.com

