
 
Toilet Paper Tube Owls 

 

Materials: toilet paper tube(s), markers, other craft materials (optional) 
 

Background Information: To identify an animal as a bird, it should have these common 
characteristics: feathers, a backbone, warm-blooded (they can regulate their body 
temperature), female birds lay eggs and their young develop inside of the egg, and wings, 
but not all birds use their wings to fly.  (www.nwf.org) 

Owls are one type of bird that is commonly found in the United States and other 
parts of the world.  Owls range in size and generally have flat faces, large eyes, and 
powerful talons (claws).  Owls are nocturnal animals, which means they are more active at 
night than during the day, and eat insects, small mammals and birds, and fish.  Feather 
patterns tend to match the environment in which the owls live to help them camouflage. 
Unlike many other birds, owls are quiet flyers.  
 

STEM Career Connection: An ornithologist is a scientist that studies birds.  Ornithologists 
can study bird anatomy, life cycles, behaviors, interactions, or the environments in which 
birds live.  
 

Literature Connections: Fine Feathered Friends: All About Birds (Cat in the Hat's Learning 
Library) by Tish Rabe, National Geographic Readers: Owls by Laura Marsh 
 

Challenge:  
1. Gather materials. 
2. Look at pictures of owls and make observations.  What parts do they have?  How are 

the owls similar?  How are the owls different? 
3. Take a toilet paper tube.  Fold down both sides of one end of the tube to make ear 

tufts for your owl.  These are not actually ears, but feathers that look like ears.  
4. Draw on or use craft materials to add details to your tube to create an owl. 
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Common Owls of Indiana 

       
                    Great Horned Owl                                                    Barred Owl 
 

                                

                      Eastern Screech Owl                                                    Barn Owl 
Source: The Cornell Lab of Ornithology - https://www.allaboutbirds.org 
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