
 
Insect Hunt & Observation 

 

Materials: Clear plastic container with lid, magnifying glass, paper, colored pencils  
 

Background Information: Insects are small land-dwelling invertebrates (meaning they 
have no backbone) that have a hard exoskeleton, three main body parts (head, thorax, and 
abdomen), three pairs of legs, a pair of antennae on their head, and two pairs of wings. 
Insects are born from eggs and many go through multiple phases of a life cycle so they may 
not have all the common characteristics during every phase. For example, a butterfly starts 
in an egg, hatches into a caterpillar, spends time as a chrysalis in a cocoon, and then 
emerges as a butterfly. The adult butterfly is the only stage of life that has all the 
characteristics of insects. Insects are crucial parts of many ecosystems, where they 
perform many important functions like aerating soil, pollinating blossoms, controlling 
pests, and breaking down dead organic material.   
 

STEM Career Connection: An entomologist is a scientist who studies insects. 
Entomologists have many important jobs, such as the study of the classification, life cycle, 
distribution, behavior, ecology, and population dynamics of insects.  
 

Literature Connections: Ultimate Explorer Field Guide: Insects: Find Adventure! Go 
Outside! Have Fun! Be a Backyard Insect Inspector! By Libby Romero, Ultimate Bugopedia: 
The Most Complete Bug Reference Ever (National Geographic Kids) by Darlyne Murawski 
and Nancy Honovich, On Beyond Bugs: All About Insects (Cat in the Hat’s Learning Library) 
by Tish Rabe 
 

Challenge:  
1. Gather materials. 
2. Go for a walk around your school, house, or neighborhood.  Look closely for insects like 

ants, bees, butterflies, flies, mosquitoes, lady bugs, beatles, etc. Make a list of the different 
types of insects you see on the walk and tally how many of each type you see.  

3. Carefully watch one insect for a minute or two and make observations.  You can also 
carefully collect an insect specimen in a clear container for closer examination.  

4. Draw a picture of an insect you observed on a piece of paper.  Write down your observations 
of the insect, including notes about how the insect looks and behaves. You could also use 
an observation sheet to record observations. 

5. Release any living specimen back into nature.   
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