
 
Animal Observations 

 

Materials: Animal Observation data sheet or any paper, an animal to observe, writing 
instrument 
 

Background Information: Scientists use their senses to make observations. Humans have 
five main senses: hearing, sight, smelling, taste, and touch.  Scientists use their senses to 
make observations, collect data, and discover things about the world around them.  
 

STEM Career Connection:  Zoologists are scientists who study different types of animals, 
natural environments and ecosystems, and the interaction that occurs between animals 
and their environment. Veterinarians are scientists who provide medical care for animals. 
 

Literature Connections: Actual Size by Steve Jenkins, Some Pets by Angela DiTerlizzi, 
Yasmin the Zookeeper by Saadia Faruqi, So, You Want to Work with Animals?: Discover 
Fantastic Ways to Work with Animals, from Veterinary Science to Aquatic Biology (Be What 
You Want) by J. M. Bedell  
 

Challenge:  
1. Gather materials.  Find an animal specimen to observe. 
2. Use your senses to make observations of your animal.  Some things you could notice 

include: 
a. What kind of body covering does your animal have?  
b. What color(s) is your animal? 
c. How does your animal move? 
d. How much do you think your animal weighs? 
e. What smells or odors does your animal have? 
f. What noise(s) does the animal make?  

3. Use the data recording sheet to record your observations.  Then give yourself 3-5 
minutes to observe your animal’s behavior. Make a tally mark each time you notice 
your animal doing a certain behavior (walking, eating, drinking, etc.) 

4. Share your observations and make inferences about what each animal behavior 
means. For example, if an animal is making noises, what do you think that means? 
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Animal Observation Data Sheet 

 
1. Sketch the animal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. How much do you think the animal weighs in pounds? __________ pounds 
 
3. How tall do you think the animal is in inches? ______________inches 
 
4. How does the animal move from place to place?  
 
 
5. What type of body covering does the animal have (fur, scales, feathers, etc.)? 
 
 
6. How many of the following does the animal have … arms? legs? wings? fins? other structures?  
 
 
7. How many toes on each foot? Does it have toenails?  
 
 
8. Observe the animal for 5 minutes. Make a tally mark each time it does one of the following:  

walks  lies down  

runs  looks at people  

eats  yawns  

drinks  blinks  

grooms  makes a noise  
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