
FAQ 
 

1. Why wasn’t the possibility of lead piping shared with residents years ago? The issue of lead in 
the water was on everybody’s mind when the Flint tragedy was in the news starting in 2014. 

Bolton Point has informed homeowners with “known” lead service lines since 1992 and 
performs testing for lead at these residences every third year, as required by the EPA and New 
York State Health Department. The new EPA regulation requires service lines of “unknown 
material” be considered lead, until the service line material is confirmed to be otherwise.  

  

2. Can the composition of the Village lateral and of the homeowner lateral be deduced by 
excavating around the curb box? 

Yes.  This is how we plan to determine the composition of the pipes. 

  

3. Are curb boxes easy to locate? 

Usually. The curb box is located directly below your water cutoff. 

 

4. How much will it cost the Village to expose the piping on either side of the curb box? 

Using a contractor at today’s rates, we estimate it will cost $400-500 per household.  This does 
not include materials or DPW staff time to fill the resulting holes. 

  

5. What is a typical cost of replacing a homeowner line? 

The cost is variable.  It will depend on how long a pipe is needed, the nature of the soil being 
excavated (i.e., rocks), and how many structures (i.e., porch, shed, etc.) are in the path. A 
conservative estimate is $3,000-5,000.  It will be less expensive to do this when the Village is 
replacing their lateral.   

  

6. Can the Village compel a resident to replace a lead homeowner line? 

Not currently.  The new EPA rule does not speak to this question, but the Village strongly urges 
the homeowner to replace their lateral at the same time the Village replaces the Village lateral. 
The Village may consider enacting a local law requiring disclosure of the lead pipe upon sale or 
transfer of the real property. 

  

7. Will the pipe replacement project be subsidized by the Federal government?  

We do not know yet.  We are actively seeking funds from New York State and the Federal 
government. 


